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OFFICIAL AND OTHER DISPATCHES 


OF 

FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 


THE PENINSHLA. 

To Charles Shiart, Ksq. Villar F'ormoso, 0th May, 1811. 

I liave taken an opportunity of reading over the enclosures in your 
letter of the 2 let April, in regard to the reforms of the departments 
attached to the Portuguese army, from which I find that nothing that was 
proposed is to be done. We are now getting beyond trifling upon these 
important subjects ; and I must draw the serious attention of government 
to the state of things here. I assure you that, in a very short time, there 
will be no Portuguese army left, if all the military departments are not 
reformed as proposed, and all connected with them are not made liable to 
punishment for neglects under the military law. There is Barhacena’s 
brigade, which is not now so numerous as one of our squadrons. Gen, 
Campbell sent me a regiment of it the other night, which he reported to 
consist of 60 horses. Is this to be borne ? Can the war go on in this way ? 

Every thing else is the same. The sick and wounded are taken care 
of by our medical officers ; the artillery have no mules, and the guns 
must be sent away ; they have no ammunition, and we are at this moment 
picking up tlie French ammunition in our camps to make up again with 
powder and materials furnished by us ! 1 It is because the departments 
at Lisbon don’t take care to find means to move forward the reserves; 
and then, in order not to lose a battle, the British Commissary Gen. 
must find means of transport for the musket as well as the gun ammu- 
nition of the Portuguese army, which means of transport ought to be 
used to bring up food for the horses and soldiers of the army. All this 
falls upon me. I am involved in a most serious situation, and it is quite 
impossible for me to allow matters to go on as they are. The Portuguese 
army are not paid, positively; and many men, particularly of Pack’s 
brigade, have consequently deserted. 

I enclose the letter which I have written to the Prince Regent under a 
flying seal; and I beg you to peruse it, to allow Dom M. de Forjaz to 
peruse it, and then to close and forward it to Brazil. 
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I caBBOt but observe that either is very ill inforiued of what 

at Ko Janeiro, or else he must, on the 12th Feb., luive bo(ni im{mimud 
with the contents of the letter of the Prince, of tlie 7tli Feb., to uh*. 

If you think that any alteration of my letter would In^ advisabh% h^t me 
know it, and I will alter it. I conceived it best to a})pear pto-hunily in- 
different about you or Dorn M. Porjav^; but to hold out that I should 

To the Rt. Hot), H. Wellesley. TUlur Vuvnuw), Oih May, IH! L 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter, and of a numionmdinn, 
which 1 sent to Gen. Castanos on the 24th April, proptjsing a plan of ro- 
operation for the siege of Badajoz, to which letter 1 liave hitijerio received 
no answer, I have therefore written to Marshal Sir W, .Ih^resroni lo 
desire that, until the Spanish Generals will positively engage to eo-opende 
with him in the siege of Badajoz in the manner poiiUed out, lie should 
proceed with caution in that operation ; as I think there is reason to believe 
that the removal of the King from Madrid will occasion the maiadi of the 
army of the centre to the southward, or into Kstremadura, am! f know 
that some battalions, now in this quarter, which have Umi in l^iriugsd, 
are eventually destined to reinforce the 1st, dth, ami nih rorps 
whicli are in Andalusia. 

I have the lionor to enclose tlie eojjy of my dis|>ateh of the 8tli inst.. to 
the Sec. of State, from which you will see the state of aflairs here, 

I beg you to inform the Spanish government tha,t I am nuu’h griitifted 
by the alacrity of Don J. Saneliez to eommunicaie with me, and to give nu? 
every assistance in liis power, and by the constant at lent inn and as^is^anee 
I receive from Brig. Gen. Don M. de Alava and Ctd. Don J. D’DawInr. 

P.S. 10th May. I enclose the copy of my dispnt<!h of this day the 
Sec. of State, from which you will learn the restilt ()f the enemy’s opm-a* 
tions for the relief of Almeida. 

The AM, to Brig. Gen, Peavocke^ Lisbon, Ofh May, JKI I, 

I have tlie honor to acquaint yon, in reply to your Ifttcn* of the Hpts April, 

enclosing charges from Capt* , commanding at Beh'in, against ^ ’ 

of tlie — — — , that the Commander of the Forces has taken all tln^ eireuinstanres 
into his consideration, and his Excellency cannot help considering that tUU 
dispute is cliildish, and might have been easily adjusted, if imt avoided, more 

especially as betook some pains to explain to Lient. * Inuv <‘oinph'telv he mnsi 

consider himself imder Capt ’s orders, except in tln^ (h'tails of rfu* <‘avalry 

duties. The Commander of the Forces does not choose, at such u inonnml, lb 
take up the time of the officers of the army in investigating trilling (drmunstanees. 

Lieut.-- must obey the orders he receives from Capt. - — , tlie lattar hoing 

responsible for the propriety of the orders he gives, and tliat he do(‘s not interfere 
with Lieut. — *s peculiar cavalry duties. 

'I'he Commander of the Forces trusts this explanation of his s(‘utiineuts nm| 

opinion will enable you to satisfy Capt. , and accommodate* what has tus 

curred, as that officer has conducted the business of tlie depot hitherto to tho 

Commander of the Forces’ satisfaction; and Lient, -’s conduct has been in 

like manner approved by Sir S. Cotton. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Villar Funno.so, lUth May, LSU. 

I eiicloBo my dispatch, &c., to my brother, to which I have fukleii the 
copy of that of this day to the Sec. of Stote, from yott will see thtit 

our concerns here are happily concluded. My only an.viety now is on 
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your side, and I propose immediately to put in motion some troops towards 
the Alentejo, to continue their march as soon as the place shall fall. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Yilkr Formoso, lOth May, 1811. 

The enemy retired on the 8th to the woods between Espeja, Gallegos, 
and Fuentes, in which position the whole army were collected on that day 
and yesterday, witli the exception of that part of the 2d corps which con- 
tinued opposite Almeida. Lfist night the whole broke up, and retired 
across the Assawa, covering their retreat by their numerous cavalry ; and 
this day the whole have retired across the Agueda, leaving Almeida to its 
fate. The 2d corps retired by the bridge of Barba de Puerco, and the 
ford of Val de Espino on the Agueda. 

Our advanced posts are upon the Azava and on the Lower Agueda, and 
the army will be to-morrow in the cantonments on the Dos Casas. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Villar Formoso, 10th May, 1811. 

I enclose a dispatch, which I hope will be in time to go with the letters. 
It occurs to me that the articles most suited to relieve the distress of the 
Portuguese would be wheat, of which there are several cargoes now at 
Lisbon ; liKiian corn ; planks and beams for building ; nails, large pipe 
staves, and iron hoops, or rather casks (shapen), with their hoops, &c. If 
you are of the same opinion, write for these articles to England. 

llie AM. tQ Major OeH* Pivimiy Zd dimioiK 10th May, 1811. 

In c<jnseqneiicG of Ensign , of the — regt,, having sent in his resignation, 

no official notilication has been received of the same liaving been accepted; still, 
as 1 understaml it is much desired by the officers of that corps that the aliove 
officer should be removed thence, there will be no objection on the part of his 
Excellency the Conuuander of the Forces for that officer to proceed to Lisbon, 
reporting himself to the Commandant there, and waiting at the depot at Belem 
for further orders. 

Au Marcclud Massena, Prince d'Essliiig. Au Quartier General, ce 11 Mai, 1811. 

Le Capitaine Salles, dii 66*”® regt., a dte envoye en parlementaire 
aux avant postes de Earmde alliee, dans la unit du 3 de ce mois, par le 
Colonel de son regiment, d’une maniere trtjs irreguliere, et a une heure 
tres indue. Jhii cru de mon devoir de le retenir pendant la duree de Tdtat 
des affaires qui existait dans ce moment la ; mais etant persuade qu’il a 
vraiment dtd envoye en parlementaire, quoique dans des circonstances tr^sf 
irregulieres, je le renvoie a rarraee ETan^aise. 

An Marechal Massena, Prince d’EsslIng. An Quartier General, ce 11 Mai, 1811. 

M. le General Brenier, gouverneur d’ Almeida, a fait prisonniers 4 
soldats Anglais qu’il a renvoyds sur parole ; j’envoie avec M. le Capitaine 
Salles 4 soldats Fran(jais, en dchange pour les 4 soldats Anglais renvoyds 
par M. le General Brenier. 

To Major Gm. Long. Villar Formoso, llth May, 1811. 

You will have observed by the G. 0. of the day, that I have altered the 
arrangements which I had made for the command of the cavalry on the 
left of the Tagus. When I was at Elvas I found, upon communication 

■ ' 'E 2 
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with Sir W. Beresford, that it would be impossible to continue to employ* 
Brig. Gen, Madden’s brigade as I had proposed, and that this body of 
troops must have been joined to the remainder of the cavalry in Kstnima.- 
dura. Under these circumstances. Brig. Gen. Madden, the stenor (hmm'aJ 
officer, must have commanded the whole, notwithstanding the previotia 
arrangement for the command which I had made. 

As I was returning from Elvas I received a letter from Sir W, hrskine, 
who had for some time had the command of our cavalry in this quarter, 

> connected in their operations with the Light division, re(pie, sting to be 
employed with the cavalry on the left of the Tagus, wh(u*e, under dilI(U''(*nt 
circumstances, I had appointed you. I intended to appoint you to tl»e 
command of a good brigade of light dragoons with this army, only that I 
yesterday received the notification of the appointment, by command ol iho 
Prince Regent,of Major Gen. V.Alten to command the hussars of the Legion. 
This appointment, and his expected early arrival, must alter that arrange- 
ment; and I have not yet determined in what manner it will bo most 
advantageous to the service to employ you. I request you, tbert‘ to 
remain with the troops under Sir W. Beresford till you shall hear further 
from me. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Villar FonnoHo, I It!? iKlI. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the i\ih inst., regarding 
the prisoners of war proposed to be sent to England. 

I consider it most desirable that even 1500 should be sent away, m the 
number is increasing daily ; but I have had no answm- from the Se«*. af 
State upon the subject, and the Lords of the Admiralty havt* ordered you 
not to send home any more on any account whatever. I should think it 
very improper if I were to request you to send liome any, so ituig us tluit 
order exists. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Villar l^ormogo, lltb May, IHII, |U| 

Lieut. Cuyler, of the Royal dragoons, has just arrived htua* with a verbul 
report that the enemy’s garrison had made tlieir escap(i fnuu Aimeiihq and 
that the 36th regt. and the 4th foot were on the Agueda near Barbu <le 
Puerco, that the enemy were drawn up in some force on the otlnu* side of 
the Agueda, and that you desired to have orders. 

It is not easy to forward orders upon so indistinct a nqu-t’senlatitm <»f 
the situation in which you find yourself, and I had hoped that 1 sinmid 
receive some report from you in writing. However, as tho garrison have 
escaped, there appears now no reason why the troops should ho oxtendtal 
so far as Barba de Puerco. The 36th regt, therefore, may be drawn into 
their cantonments. The 4th regt., belonging to the 5th diviHion, was, I 
conclude, at Barba de Puerco, in consequence of the orders .sent U> Major 
Gen. Sir W. Erskine; and orders will be sent to the 5th ciiviHion respek* 
ing the disposal of that regiment. 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B, Villar Formosa, 1 Hit Ma}\ IHI I. 

lam concerned to inform you that Almeida was blown up last nigiit, 
and I fear that the garrison has, in great part at least, escaped.* I cannot 
See Appendix, No. I. 
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tell how this occurred ; the troops which had been taken from the duty of 
the blockade were sent back to it yesterday afternoon, and in the whole 
were 4 times more numerous than the garrison. However, I suppose that 
I shall hear from Gen. Campbell soon. 

I have had 2 conversations with and I am concerned to say that, 

notwithstanding his abilities, he appears to me but little calculated to do 
the business I require from him. I want him to assist me in obtaining a 
knowledge of the mode in which the connexion between the troops and 
the several civil departments is regulated; to know how all that business 
is now going on here ; and to see how we can make the matter work better 
than it does under tlie existing regulations. He thinks of nothing but 
new regulations and establishments, which are very necessary perhaps ; 
but it is not bis business to propose them, nor mine to carry them into 
execution. I hope that we shall understand each other better, and that I 
may be able to put every thing on a good footing here. 

You will hardly believe that we were obliged to pick up the French 
shot in our camp to make up ammunition for Aren tschildt’s guns, his 
reserve having been left behind at QaragO(ja ; and there being no Portu- 
guese means of transport to carry on the ammunition, the Commissary 
Gc.iu is obliged to undertake the business. The Commissary carried up 
the musket ammunition. Then I have been obliged to send back 2 guns 
of the brigade in the 6th division for want of mules to draw them ! M 1 
have reported the state of things to the British government, and they will 
do as they please. In the mean time the Prince Regent of Portugal insists 
upon Dom M. Forjaz’s going to his presence, and upon Mr. Stuart being 
recalled from Lisbon. 

P.S. I shall be much obliged to you if you will make Gen. Castahos 
acquainted with the state of affairs here, and point out to him how im- 
portant it is that no time should be lost in getting on foot the army of 
Galicia. The French will invade and obtain possession of that province 
as sure as we are alive if some decided measure is not adopted im- 
mediately. 


The A,G* to Brig, Gen, Peacocke^ Lisbon, 11 th May, 1811. 

I have to acknowledge tlie receipt of your letter of the 28th iilt., and enclosures, 

and have to acquaint you tliat tlie conduct of quarter master , of the 

— regt, appears highly reprehensible to the Couimander of the Forces. Mrs. 

has no right whatever to have quarters by billet; and to have them at all’is 

a favor conferred upon her by yourself and tlie staff officers at Lisbon. Under 
these circumstances the Commander of the Forces is astonished at quarter master 

’s conduct in writing the letter he has done to Major ; and if he does 

not make the Major an ample apology for his conduct, he will not only be brought 
under the cognizance of a General Court Martial, but his Excellency will give 

orders that Mrs. may be deprived of the accommodation of quarters she has 

hitherto enjoyed. 

77ie AM, to Col, (h BermwHz, Brtmswick Light Infantry* 11th May, 1811. 

I herewith enclose you a communication that has been forwarded, together with 
several enclosures, relative to the conduct of Capt, — , of the Duke of Bruns- 
wick Gels' corps, prior to your assuming the command of it. It would be desir- 
able you should fully investigate all the circumstances attending it, and report to 
me thereon, accordingly, for the Cominmiider of the ForcesVinformation. 

It does not appear to me that a General Court Martial can investigate whether. 
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Capt. —— liad a right to wear a foreign order of merit ; and nnless tlierc are more 
positive and important charges against him, little advantage would bo d<‘rivc*d from 
bringing that ofEcer to a Court Martial. If the ofiicers of the Duke (d* Ihuns- 

wick s corps conceive Capt. to have acted so improperly as not to asso(‘iate 

With him, they certainly are^ at liberty so to do; but without* stronger grounds of 
charge than there appears in the enclosed papers, and more positive (n'idomas 
little benefit would result from Capt. — — being ordered before a Ceuend (lourt 
Martial. 


To Marslml Sir W. C. Beresford, K:.B. Villar Formoao, 12tli May, 181 1 

I have been to Almeida, of which I don't think tin? d<*struction m 
eomplete as that the place cannot be re-established. All the outworks 
are entire and lininjnred, excepting that in front of the gateway, 
counterscarp uninjured, the exterior re v^tement of the ram])art uninjured, 
and the rampart itself so little injured, that, on our walking upon it is 
not perceived that the interior rev^tement has been blown away ; tliree 
fourths of the exterior rev^tement uninjured, and where it is liiown away 
it appears that the foundation is uninjured. I think that they had opened 
the mines on a leveh with the terre jo/em of the fort, and have carritHi 
them along the exterior rev^tement, which being the line of least resiMt- 
anee, was blown away, while the rampart itsidf stood firm, and the* guns 

are generally still in their embrasures, and the interior of the iiaranetn 
standing. i i 


There is a great deal of ordnance and shot in the place?, better (^arrutg<*s, 
and I think more ordnance, than when we left it. I tldnk that with some 
labor we might clear the rubbish out-of the ditch, then scarp down ila* 
earth of the rampart where the revC^tement is blown away, and slimkade if 
at bottom and at top, by which we should make the phua* seeure against 
fi coup de main ^ and hereafter government might rejiair it 'fu da any 
thing, however, will require workmen and money, and I shall supnfy 
neither the one nor tlie other. The Ith division begin th<ur xmndi towards 
you to-morrow, the 3d next day. 

P.S. I think the escape of the garrison of Almeida (although we iinvo 
taken and destroyed a good lot of them) is the most disgraetdul military 
event that has yet occurred to us. Excepting a few\-avalrv, which 1 
believe crossed this morning, the whole French army have the 

Agueda, and quitted Ciudad Kodrigo. 


To Charles Staart, Esq. _ ^ 

I received last night your letter of the Ith. I don’t tliiak that ih.- 
conclusion which you have drawn, ‘ that the troops have all b,‘en paid to 
the end of April, is warranted by Joaquim da Costa’s paper. I have 
never perused a more loose performance on an official fact wbicli ought, 
to be stated in one line, and which the Paymaster Gen. of this array would 
s ate in 2 minutes regarding every individual in the army. TheLnehi- 

S tot TfT " the fact, 

to wht dav offi T/‘ ^ if possible by this post, 

to what day officers and troops have been paid. ^ 

^ tJtat the British goverumeut 

iveB !s th subsistence for the officers of 30,000 men in th.^tibsidv as 
, tvell as the new addition to the whole army. Surely wo have ti right to 
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expect that the officers of the regiments composing the 30,000 men shall 
have their old subsistence regularly, as well as the new addition. 

In respect to money, you don’t appear to me to have observed that, 
now that we feed 6 brigades of Portuguese troops, the claim of the Por- 
tuguese government to subsidy in money is much reduced, at the same 
time tliat our means of supplying them with money must be diminished. 
However, I ordered that they might have 100,000 dollars last week. 

I liave considered it my duty to write seriously to the government upon 
the whole subject. The responsibility resting upon me is too great for 
any individual, particularly for one so circumstanced as I am. As long 
as the French are not reinforced, matters will go on well enough; but, as 
soon as they are, there will he a terrible crash. 

The unfortunate government of Portugal, by their miserable intrigues 
at Brazil, and their weakness here, are losing their country and the cause ; 
and if our government don’t produce a radical change, I will have nothing 
more to say to the concern. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Villar Formoso, 12th May, 1811. 

Since I wrote to you this morning I have received your letter of the 
8th inst.' ■ ■ 

The Portuguese government appear to me to wish to have their full 
subsidy, and to have their army provisioned likewise, which I conceive 
will not answer ; and, at all events, I will neither give them a shilling 
which is required for the British array, nor allow a shilling to be raised 
for them in the money markets, allotted for us upon British credit, at 
least, if my opinion is consulted upon the subject. 

In regard to increase of subsidy, by payments in kind, I understand 
that none is to be given till they shall change their mode of proceeding 
in respect to commissariat, medical department, arsenal, transport, &c. &c. 
All that I can say is, that it is useless to consult my opinion upon any part 
of their concerns, unless the changes which I have pointed out are made ; 
it only takes up your time and mine unnecessarily, and it is much better 
to let them go to the devil in their own way than to give ourselves any 
further trouble about them. 

To Major Gen. Howorth. Villar Fonnoso, 13th May, 1811. 

I beg to know what repairs are required to Fort S. Julian, besides a 
bridge to the ravelin, to enable Col. Fisher to obey the orders long since 
given to him, to lodge the ordnance and military stores belonging to the 
army in that fort. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Villar Formoso, I3th May, 1811. 

I enclose you the extract of a letter which I have received from Sir 
D. Hundas, from which you will see that he allows of the recommendation 
of 6 officers for the brevet rank of Lieut. Col. or Major, You will select 
the persons to be recommended, and let me know their names. I beg to 
remind you of Arbuthnot, Elder, Sutton, and Douglas, as persons having 
claims, leaving it to you to name them or others, as you may think 
proper. 
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It will be necessary that those promoted on this occasion should clearly 
understand that they are not, on promotion, to be made Portuguese! 
Colonels, unless circumstances attaching to the Portuguese service should 
render it expedient on other grounds. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Yillar Formosa, 13th May, 1811, 6 f.m. 

I enclose intercepted letters which I have just received. You see that 
you have nothing to apprehend from Lamartinik’c. lam glad to fuid 
that you have such good prospects at Badajoz. I continue the troops on 
their inarch ; and I am inclined to go over and have a conference with 
Blake and Castahos. I have not yet had time to read your letter about 
the Portuguese troops. 

To Capt. Gen. Don F. X. Castanos. Villar Formoso, 13th May, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 8th 
inst., and it gives me great satisfaction to find that the plan of operations 
for the allied armies, which I had proposed to your Excellency, with a 
view to the siege of Badajoz, meets with your Excellency’s approbatioit, 
and will he carried into execution by your Excellency and the troops 
under Gen. Blake. 

The alteration which your Excellency has made in the propositions 
made by me meets with my concurrence. It was my duty to make a 
proposition upon so delicate a subject as that of the command of allied 
troops acting in co-operation, which should be so reasonable! in itself as to 
meet with the concurrence of all those to whom it should he made ; but 
it is consistent with the manly good sense, and candor, and knowledge 
the state of affairs, which characterize your Excellency, to amend tliat 
proposition, by one calculated to give satisfaction to those of the allies 
who have most to lose in the contest for which it is our object to prc»vhie. 
It is impossible hut that what you have proposed should he a})proved by 
all parties ; and I assure you, that the disinterested forhearanct! of y{)ur 
conduct is highly appreciated by me. 

To Brig. Gen. Colman. Villar Formoso, 13f;li May, I8| |. 

There is nothing like striking while the iron is hot ; and I write by 
this post to recommend that you and Madden may be allowed to rt!turn to 
the army, with the rank which you would have held respectively if you 
had not quitted it. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Villar Formoso, 13th May, 18 1 L 

Having directed the field ordnance and stores belonging to the British 
army to be placed in store at Fort S. Julian, it has been reported to me 
that the bridge communicating from the body of the place to the ravelin, 
in which the greater proportion of the stores are to he lodged, is in go 
ruinous a state as to render it dangerous to make use of it, 

T beg to know, by return of post, whether the Portuguese government 
will or will not repair the bridge; and what orders they will give upon 
that subject, and to whom ; and whether or not the officer, to whom the 
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orders will be given, will be held at all responsible for tbe due and eariy 
execution of them. # 

To diaries Stuart, Esq. Villar Eormoso. IStli May, 1811. 

I have tbe honor to inform you that the enemy blew up a part of the 
works of Almeida on the night of the 10th inst., when their army had 
retired and crossed the Agueda. I enclose a report of a British engineer, 
stating the extent of the damage done to the works of the place, which, 
in my opinion, can he repaired at no very great expense. The first measure 
to be adopted would be to render the place tenable as a military post 
against a coup de main^ This would be very desirable, and the expense 
would he the work of 300 men for less than a month, according to the 
report of Lieut. Trench. The government would then have time to re- 
ceive the orders of H. E. H. the Prince Regent, whether he will incur the 
larger expense of repairing the place entirely, which work I conceive can 
hardly be completed as long as the war shall last upon the frontier. 

I beg to have forthwith the decision of the government, whether they 
will or not put this place in repair in the manner first pointed out. If 
they should determine to do so, it will be necessary that they should col- 
lect 300 or 400 men, with tools to perform the work, and officers to super- 
intend them ; and that they should have on the spot means of feeding 
them. I expect to have an answer upon this subject in two posts after 
you shall receive this letter ; and that measures should be in progress to 
commence the work in one fortnight from this time, or I shall blow up 
the fort entirely, and withdraw from it all the allied troops. 

The J.G\ to Capi 13th May, 1811. 

I have not failed to state to the Commander of the Forces the circumstance 
contained in your private letter, of your having embargoed certain animals, mules, 
&c., to carry off wounded Portuguese to the rear ; and 1 am directed hy his 
Excellency strongly to animadvert on the impropriety and irregularity of such 
proceeding ; as all applications for conveyance should be solefy made to the 
Commissariat department, and no Commandant at any hospital station can assume 
authority out of the regular arrangements and orders of the service. I have, 
therefore, to desire that you will take effectual means not only to release all 
these animals, but likewise to have them returned to their several owners. 

A, to Capt, Kippinf/, Coimbra. 13th May, 1811. 

In reply to your letter of the 6th inst., and enclosures from Capt. — of the 
— regt., I am instructed to observe that as you are placed in the situation of 
Commandant at the Coimbra depot, no officer can in any way interfere with the 
orders that have been laid down for your guidance, either in the march of con- 
valescents or any other arrangements that may occur. But it appears in the 

instance of Capt. ’s request respecting the men of the — regt, that he 

submits the arrangement for your approbation. I have only to add that any 
orders you may think necessary to give, as commanding at that station, are to 
be obeyed by all officers passing on route with detachments or otherwise through < 
Coimbra. 

To Bfajor Gen. Howorth. Villar Pormoso, l4tli May, 1811. 

I beg that you will write to Cob Fisher by this night’s post, to request 
that the ships having on board the battering train may be sent off to 
Oporto without loss of time, I enclose a list of engineers’ stores, which 
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I request Col. Fislier will arrange to have put on board the ships with the 
battering trains 

I write to Acim. Berkeley by this opportunity on the subject, 
will be no occasion for sending any of the heavy ordnance which is 
landed. 

To Major Gen. Howortli. Villar Formoso, 14th May, 1 fill . 

As I understand from you that there are 20,000 stands of arms at Lisbon, 
I request you to give directions to Col. Fisher that 20, 000 stands may be 
given to the Spanish Ambassador at Lisbon, for the use of the troops 
under Gen. Castafios. 

I also request you to direct Col. Fisher to send to Elvas 2000 bamds of 
gunpowder. He will be so kind as to arrange with the Commissary don, 
respecting the best mode of having this powder transported, whetlver by 
sea to Setuval, and thence by the river to Alcacer do Sal, and thence by 
land to Elvas, or to be landed at Aldea Galega, and thence by land to 
Elvas. Col. Fisher will apprise Marshal Sir W. Beresford of the road by 
which this powder will be sent off. 

To Major Gen. Howorth. Villar Formono, Htlt hlfiy, 18 IL 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your bU.ter of this <iay's 
date. I cannot but observe that, when you write to me to rc^quest that 
orders may be given to have a place put into snch a state of lu^pair as to 
make it capable of receiving stores, you should recollect tliat it is not in 
my power to give those orders, without knowing exactly what nqaur.s are 
necessary; and you should take care, when you have rif> ac<;nra,te kn<nv« 
ledge upon the subject on which you write, to word your letter ae<au'd- 
ingly. Had you referred to the paper transmitted hy Col. k’lslier, ytfU 
would have seen that the Colonel does not report any repairs to ho 
absolutely necessary, excepting the bridge from the body of tlu* place to 
the ravelin. 

To Brig. Gen. Peacock e. Villar Formofia, l lth Mity, IfilL 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received this tm>rning from 
Adm. Berkeley, to which I beg you will attend. It is desirnbh* that the 
guns in S- Julian, Cascaes, Fort Bugio, and other batteritis hearing npnn 
the entry of the harbour at Lisbon, should be pointed towards th<^ sea; 
and that you should be prepared to occupy those points with tln^ troops at 
Lisbon, in case of the appearance of the enemy’s fleet in that cpiartrr, 
which I don’t conceive very probable. I beg, at tlie saim* tim<‘, that 
you will understand that you are not to detain at Lisbon any num la*- 
longing to the regiments with the army who may be deemed suincituuJy 
recovered to do their duty. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Villar Formoso, I4tli May, 1811. 

I request you to give directions that the ships, having on board the 
battering train belonging to the army, may proceed to Oporto under 
suitable convoy, as soon as certain engineers’ stores, winch Cob Fisher 
will have been ordered to have put on board these shipsS, sliall have bium 
embarked. 
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To Gen. B'lcellar. Villar Formoso, 14th May, 1811. 

I request you to let me know, as soon as it is in your power, in what 
state, in respect to numbers, arms, and other equipments, the several 
rcio'iments of militia are in the provinces of Tras os Montes, and Minho, 
and in tlui Partido d’Oporto; what orders you have given to have the 
regiments completed ; and what progress has been made in completing 
them. I beg that you will let the officers commanding in those provinces 
respectively know that I hold them responsible for having the regiments 
(‘omplete, and that, if any of the civil magistrates omit to exert themselves 
to ])errorm their duty in completing them, they are to be sent, with their 
criuK^s in writing, and the proofs, without loss of time, to appear for trial 
before the Special commission sitting at Marshal Beresford’s head quar- 
ters ; and these magistrates, and others, may depend upon it that I will do 
every thing in my power to have those punished who shall be found by 
the Special commission guilty of any neglect of duty, in so impoitant a 
concern as providing for the defence of the country. 

I was much concerned to learn, by intelligence from Col. Trant, that 
some of the soldiers of the militia had deserted on a march which he 
recently made towards the frontier. I beg that Col. Trant may be called 
upon to supply a return of the names of those men who had deserted, and 
that, prociicdings may be commenced against them and their properties ; 
and tliat application may be made to Marshal Sir W. Beresford to order 
a General Court Martial to try some of those recently guilty of 
oii’ence. 

As the enemy have retired from this part of the frontier, and have ap- 
parently gone off towards the Douro, it may be expected that their future 
plan of operations may be directed on the Portuguese provinces north of 
that river. I liave no intelligence that that is their intention, but it is 
possible ; and it is necessary to be prepared with a plan to meet this pos- 
sible contingency. I beg leave to refer you to the instructions which 
were sent last year by Mai’shal Beresford to the officers commanding 
divisions in the northern provinces, for the line of operations to be 
adopted by each, in case of the invasion of the enemy by the several lines 
of attack upon the country. As soon as Gen. Silveira shall find that the 
enemy are collecting in force upon the frontier, it will be necessary that 
lie also should collect his troops. It is not impossible hut that the enemy 
may detach some of his moveable columns within the frontier, principally 
with a view to plunder, and Gen, Silveira will he able to meet and defeat 
them, without incurring the risk of defeat. But if the enemy should 
threaten a serious invasion of the province of Tras os Montes, it will he 
necessary that Gen. Silveira should act precisely on the plan and according 
to the instructions above referred to, given to him last year by Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford. " 

I beg that the officers commanding in the several divisions will, in the 
mean time, employ themselves assiduously in completing, in equipping, 
and in disciplining their several corps, so that if the enemy should invade 
Tras os Montes, they may meet with that steady opposition which can 
alone be successful. ■ 
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To Marshal Sir W- C. Beresfovd, K.B, Villar Formoso, 1 Itli May, 1 81 L 

The 3d division marched this morning. The 2d hussars will likewise 
proceed in the same direction from Celorico, probably to-morrow^ so that 
if the siege should be prolonged (and I think it must be longer than you 
expect), and if the enemy should attempt to raise it, we shall be in strength 
in that quarter. 

I donH think it possible for me to undertake more to the aoutli, uncler 
existing circumstances, than the siege of Badajoz. I cannot, by any aifort 
I can make, raise the British and Portuguese army beyond 30,000 meUi 
to which the Spanish force may add from 8000 to 10,000 men more. 
Exclusive of SebastianFs force, I conceive that Soult cannot have less in 
Andalusia than from 30,000 to 35,000, intrenched at Seville, and after- 
wards at Cadiz, we cannot dislodge them by a direct movement upon 
them. Then as to movements to cut off their communication with Madrid 
and the north, from all that I know of the French, and of their situation 
in Andalusia, I judge that they are completely established in the southern 
provinces of Spain, independently of any communication north of thc! 
Sierra Morena, and that unless they can be deprived pernimmitli/ of 
Seville, or of their lines of contravallation before Cadiz, nothing can 8hak<! 
them in that part of the Peninsula. It is out of our power to effect tin* 
former unless we can effect the latter ; and my opinion is, that we caimot 
effect the latter with any force that I can venture to detach to the south. 
The intention which I have, therefore, is to asseralde the army, or tlici 
greatest part of it, here, to make the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, if possible*, 
and afterwards either to move to the soutliward, or otlierwise, as I may 
find most advantageous. 

I communicate to you the course of my reflections on tliis sul/pTi fit 
present, as you wrote to me about it in a letter of the lOtlu I have no 
objections to your communicating what I say to Gen. Casttihos in con- 
fidence. At the same time, my mind is not entirely made up ; and as 
soon as I shall have received all the reports upon Almeida, I sliall take 
another ride to your quarter, to see how matters really are to the south, 
and what are the opinions of Gens. Castanos and Blake, and yoursfdf, and 
what are the objects, and to settle what shall he their operations, while we 
shall be engaged in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I wonder that you allow ■— — to manage your concerns on the right 
of the Guadiana, 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Villar Formoso, Mth May, I Bit 

I enclose the statement of the period to which the several regiments cjf 
this army have received their pay and gratification, officers and men, from 
which you will perceive that Joaquim da Costa’s statement is false. I have 
not yet got the returns of other regiments ; but they are equally in arrear 
with those of which I have the returns. 

To the Rt. Hon. tke Commander in Chief. Villar Formoso, 14th May, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 23cl 
Aprils and I assure you that I am highly flattered by tlie gracious mark 
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of approbation which II. R. H. the Prince Regent has been pleased to 
convey of the conduct of the troops under my command. I am convinced 
that His Royal Highness’ favor will be gratefully received by the officers 
of the army, and that the desire to deserve the continuance of His Royal 
Highness’ protection will be an additional incentive to all to continue 
those exertions which have already received His Royal Highness’ most 
gracious notice and approbation. 

I have now the honor to submit for your consideration the names of 6 
Majors of the army, to be promoted by brevet to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. Among these there are two Majors, Coghlan of the 61st, and 
Way of the 29th, for services previous to the late operations; for which 
services I had before recommended them to your Excellency, and parti- 
cularly that Major Way should be promoted to the Lieut. Colonelcy of 
the 29th regt. I am not certain whether His Royal Highness had in his 
view, and intended to convey his approbation of, the conduct of the army 
in their recent, or in all their operations. If the recent only, and Major 
Coghlan and Major Way cannot be included, I have added the names of 
Major Woodgate of the 6()th, and Major Macintosh of the 85th. I likewise 
eiiclose the names of 12 Captains to receive the brevet rank of Major. 

I beg kmve to draw your notice to the conduct of Lieut. Col. Beckwith, 
and of Lieut. Col. the Hon, H. Cadogan ; and to recommend to your Ex- 
cellency’s favor, when there may be an opportunity of promoting them, 
Lieut. Belief the 52d regt;^ Lieuts* Wey land and Tomkinson of the 
16th light dragoons ; Lieuts. Townshend and Badcock of the 14th light 
dragoons ; Lieuts. Krauchenberg, Cordeinann, and Wish of the 1st hussars ; 
and Lieut. Eckersley of the Royal dragoons. 

I have referred to Marshal Sir W. Beresford that part of your Excel- 
lency’s letter which notifies His Royal Highness’ gracious intentions re- 
garding the British officers serving with the Portuguese army ; and I shall 
have the honor of addressing you regarding them as soon as I shall have 
received his answer. 

T/ie io Dr, Frcmc^f Imped or of hospitals. 14th May, 1811. 

I liave not tailed to submit your plan for the arrangement of the sick of the army 
in the north to the Commander of the Forces, and I am directed to acquaint you 
tiiat his Excellency approves generally of the disposition you propose to make. 

With respect to the 1st clause of your proposal; it must be understood the 
regimental hospitals are to be formed only for slight cases not requiring carriage. 
In answer to the 2d; it will be hardly possible not to have an hospital at 
Coimbra, in case of necessity. The 3d proposition is approved of, but no man 
must be kept in regimezital ho.spital who would require carriage to remove him. 
The 4th and 5th are likewise consented to ; and you will be pleased to take such 
measures as you shall deem fit for carrying the above arrangement into efiect, 
reporting to me from time to time the result, for his Excellency the Commander 
of the Forces’ information. 

The AM. io Limt Col. Cwjkr, l\th regt. I4th May, 1811. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, and enclosure herewith returned, 1 
liave to acquaint you the Commander of the Forces has no right to interfere with 
the arrangement of the officers of the 2d batt. 11th, especially as the 2d batt. is 
not in this country. Your application, therefore, had better be addressed to the 
A dj, Gen. of the Forces in England. 

Major CTtiii. Bell, C.B., late Secretary of Government at the Cape of Good Hope. His 
great talent io alcetchirig country had recommended him to Lord Wellington'’s notice. 
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To Major Gen. Alex Cara pVell- Villar Formoso, 15tii May, IS! L 

Adverting to yonr report of the transactions of the morning of the 1 1th 
inst.vin the pursuit of the garrison of Almeida,^ I have to state that nothing 
has given me more concern than the conduct of Lieut. GoL •—--•"9 of tlve 
— Tegt, 

When the enemy had passed the bridge of Barba de Puerco, the fartlmr 
pursuit of their troops was useless ; and every step taken beyond tlm point 
to which the Lieut. Colonel was ordered to proceed was one of risk to the 
officers and soldiers under hia command, from which the retreat was next 
to impossible. The Lieut. Colonel did not know possibly that tiie whole 
of the second corps d^armee were at San Felices, but a short distance on 
the other side of Barba de Puerco, and upon hearing the firing, formed 
upon the Agueda to protect the retreat of those troops ; he knew, however, 
that the garrison of Almeida^ although, perhaps, in disorder, were a body 
far superior in numbers to those he had under his command, and he did 



* Major Gen. Alex. Campbell to Gen. Vise. Wellington, Mai part iibi, 12ih May, 

Having received your Lordship’s commands, on the evening of the 10th iust., 
to resume the blockade of Almeida, I immediately proceedetl with the division 
under my command to occupy the village where it had been fjrmerly stationed 
for that service, at the same time moving Gen. Pack’s head <piart(‘r.H to Clnm 
Villas, and informing the Brig. Gen. that 1 should relieve his pitpiets before tin* 
place at daybreak next morning. A little after 12 that night, lu>\vever, the 
explosion took place, and I instantly got the 36th regt, the only corps in Rialpur- 
tida, under arms, and proceeded with it to the support of the piipu'ts, j.iuidetl hy 
some scattered firing, intending to throw myself in front of the tnunny till the 
piquets should close up, and the battalion of support and remainder of tlur trj)o|>H 
should come up. I however soon ascertained from the enemy’s stragglers thui 
his column had passed, and followed on its track where it could be discerned, 
most essentially aided by a small party of Brig. Gun. Pack’s ])iquet« under the 
Field officer, Major Dursbach, 1st Portuguese regt., conducted by the Major Ovn, 
himself, who, with the activity and intelligence that mark liis character, Imng 
upon the enemy’s column and continued to harass and press him during llu* 
whole night through a most difficult country. In the mean time my staff’ were* 
sent offi in all directions to discover the course of the enemy. In this manner 1 
continued the pursuit with 8 companies of the 30th regt., the grenadiers having htuai 
detached to the right and the light infantry having missed the regiment in the night, 
until near daybreak, when Capt. Ahmuty, A. A. G., ascertained fiami a peasant 
the direct course of the enemy towards Vlliar de Ciervo, at w^hich plac'i* a 
squadron of the Royal dragoons had turned out under Capt. Purvis, to intt'rrnpt. 
tlieir progress, which service he performed iu a most officerlike maimer. 

Within half a mile of Barba del Puerco, I was most opportunely joined by I Jeut, 
Col. Bevan, with 9 companies of the 4th regt., and soon after by Ideut. C<»1. 
Viseonde de Barbacena with a squadron of dragoons, from wdiom, as well as from 
Lieut. Col Bevan, I received the greatest assistance and support. Perceiving 
tliat the enemy’s object was to gain the bridge, 1 immediately puslied forward 
to cut him off; but the head of his column had unfortunately reached it Imfore it 
was possible^ to intercept him. I had, however, the satisfaction to open a most 
destructive fire of musketry on him while passing it, as well as in the rav'uu* on 
this side and the ascent of the opposite hill; and 1 have reason to belitwt? that bis 
loss does not fall short of 300 killed, precipitated from tlie rocks, and drowned, 
an immense number of wounded, and above 200 ]>risoners; among the taken 
the Colonel Commandant of Almeida and 12 other ofiicers, Exclusiv(‘ of tiiese, 
many officers and soldiers who had missed the column daring the night have fallen 
a sacrifice to the peasantry, so that I do not imagine that more thaji ono third of 
the garrison, if so many, have escaped in safety. 1 should Imve had llu? satisiae 
tion of reporting this heavy loss of the enemy with liardly a casualty on (tiir sme, 
although he brought dowm some columns, and latterly a gun from San Fclitars, to 
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not know what troops were in San Felices to support them. This advance 
however, and his passage of the bridge, was an imprudence to which all 
thelosses of the day must be attributed. 

The frequent instances which have occurred lately of severe loss, and 
in some instances, of important failure, by officers leading the troops 
beyond the point to wliicli they are ordered and beyond all hounds, such 
as the loss of the prisoners taken in front of the village of Fuentes, on the 
3d and 5th inst. ; the loss incurred by the 13th light dragoons, near and 
at Badajoz, on the 25th March; the severe loss incurred by the troops in 
the siege of Badajoz on the right of the Guadiana on the 10th inst. ; and 

the loss incurred by Lieut Col. on the 11th inst., have induced me 

to determine to bring before a General Court Martial, for disobedience of 
orders, any officer who shall, in future, be guilty of this conduct. 

I entertain no doubt of the readiness of the officers and soldiers of the 
army to advance upon the enemy; but it is my duty, and that of every 
General and other officer in command, to regulate this spirit, and not to 


cover the passage of the rivex', had not the ill timed gallantry of , un- 

terapered by pnidence, and totally unauthorised by me, induced hiixi to give xip 
the advantageous post on which lie was placed, and by crossiixg the river with a 
part of the JlOth anddth regts., to place himself in such a position, without any 
attainable object to warrant it, as rendered his return almost impracticable, from the 
heavy hre of the enemy from the heights above ; and, in consequence an officer 
and 10 men of the J36th, and 5 of the 4th regt., were made prisoners. The 
troops behaved with their accustoixxed gallantry. 

The other corps employed in the blockade were not so fortunate as to fall in 
with the eneixiy’s track, though I have no doiibt every exertion was made by the 
officers conxmanding brigades to come up, as I trxxst will appear by the letters 
which I have tlxe honor to enclose. I was xxxuclx aided by the activity of my stalf 
in our endeavors to discover the dii'ection which the enenxy had taken. 


Killed . 

Wounded 

Missing 


Ontetns. yfvjeaiits. K. iind F. 

4 

1 14 

1 1 15 


Brig. Gen. Pack to Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Cixico Villas, IMi May, 1811. 

I can by xxo means satisfactorily account for the piquets not having closed, aa 
the Commander of the Forces expected, on the enemy's colunxii, on the morning 
of the 11th, and endeavoidng to pursue and as much Jis possible to retard his 
progress, as, in justice to myself, I must remark that they were particularly in- 
stnicted to do so. The piquets were placed in 3 divisions, dexiominated those of 
riglxt, centre, and left, No. 1, 2, and 3 of each; each division under a Field 
oliicer in the fullest manner empowered to act for liimself without waiting for my 
orders. 

The general dischaxge of artilleiy fi’om the fort a few nights back, resembling 
an explosion, and the skirmishes of late between the piquets, appear in no small 
degree to have throwxx ail off their guard. Lieut. Col. do Rego, of the 4th ca^a- 
dores, commanded the right division, and thinking the affair a similar occuiTence, 
did not move. The commanding officer of the Queen's, with a Field officer from 
his own regiment to the piquets in front, had always the command of the left 
division ; he rexnaixxed also on his ground sending oxit patroles to ascertain the 
fact, and, supposing the 36th regt. was placed in addition to ixiy own brigade the 
evening before at Malpartida, did not think we were likely to want support in 
that direction, and was too jealous of his left. Behind the centre division was 
always a reserve of 200 men.' Major Bursbach, of the 1st Portxxguese regt., com- 
manded tliem on that night, and not far from his left the enemy’s column passed. 
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expose the soldiers to contend with unequal numbers in situations disad- 
vantageous to them ; and, above all, not to allow them to follow up trifling 
advantages to situations in which they cannot be supported, from which 
their retreat is not secure, and in which they incur the risk of txdng pri- 
soners to the enemy they had before beaten* The desire to he forward 
in engaging the enemy is not uncommon in the British army ; but that 
quality which I wish to see the officers possess, who are at the head of tlu! 
troops, is a cool, discriminating judgment in action, which will enahlc 
them to decide with promptitude how far they can and ought to go with 
propriety ; and to convey their orders, and act with such vigor and decision, 
that the soldiers will look up to them with confidence in the tnoment of 
action, and obey them with alacrity. The officers of the army may depend 


He made first a diversion to the right, which threw the piquet, No. 4 of the 
centre, back in disorder on the reserve. The killed and wounded on the grmtml 
where No. 2 was placed shows that piquet did its duty. 

I arrived myself just as the enemy had broke through our line, hut at first 
seeing only the rear, I allowed but 80 of the x-eserve to advance. Hiding a little 
forward, 1 came upon his column, and then began anxiously to look for support. 
A serjeaut was immediately sent back to Major Dursbach to briiig up ail tlu^ 
reserve. I dispatched the only orderly I had for the same purpose, and to go on 
to Gen. Campbell. A mule taken from the enemy was also mounted by an 
orderly and sent back. So precious, indeed, did the moments appear, I was 
myself going to the Queen’s ; but reflecting that the fire whicli f <*onld and dtd 
constantly keep up all the way, together with stragglers and priscnun's, would 
sufiiciently mark our track and bring support, and that I might probably lose myself 
and fail m both objects, I therefore determined to remain in sight of the em»my. 
His march was rapid and compact, and made in perfect silenct*. was 
admirably guided tbrough a very intricate country by patlis but little rre((tientcd. 
No insult to bis column could induce him to act on the offensive or fire a siogle 
shot before daylight. Nothing, indeed, but extreme good fortune and ardent 
perseverance could have enabled my party, reduced to the Major, a serjeant, and 
10 men, to keep our place. Capt, Beresford, D.A.Q.M.G,, Joined ou the way. and 
rendered most essential service, particularly in getting some dragoons of tln‘ 
Eoyals out of Villar de Ciervo, and with a great deal of intelligence forcing <m a 
skirmish that caused delay and nearly proved fatal to the enemv. 'fhough 
certainly from this statement there will appear a want of prompt ch‘cision and 
presence of mind which I regi’et, yet I have the pleasure to kuow that there wtne 
many who zealously exerted themselves, following close, though un.su<‘{H»H.sfullv, in 
pursuit of the enemy. One under the direction of my aide d(‘ camp did so 
particularly. 

For the information desired by the Commander of tlie Forces, as to how my 
brigade was employed from the time of the alarm, I beg to rcdhr his Kxctdhmcy 
to the letter from Col. Campbell, who coimnaixded in my abH(‘nc{», xvhit'h is 
herewith transmitted. I take the liberty also of annexing an ordor, issued t(j tin* 
brigade on its first arrival in these cantonments, which I hope his Excellency will 
have the goodness to peruse.* 


* B.O. by Major Gen. Pack, Cinco Vilks, nth April, IhU. 

In reference to the orders of yesterday, comraanding omcera will iiold their rcLdmcmK in 

readiness to march at a moment’s notice, by day or night They will he under arma every 
mormng half an hour before daylight, and remain so for half an hour after. An mxud the 
soldiers are to cook their rations of meat in advance, and will have, if powible, .1 days’ 

• I pe pmson of Almeida is supposed to be about 1400 men, and the prohahility 
IS that after blowing up the place they will make an attempt to escape, which might to be 

frustrated by the attent ion, zeal, and 
piquets, which may be always cer« 

tarn of assistance from the brigade and other troops in readiness to supiKirt them. 
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upon it that the enemy to whom they are opposed are not less prudent than 
they are powerful. Notwithstanding what has been printed in gazettes and 
newspafers, we have never seen small bodies, unsupported, successfully 
opposed to large ; nor has the experience of any officer realised the stories, 
which all have read, of whole armies being driven by a handful of light 
infantry or dragoons. 

I trust that this letter, copies of which I propose to circulate to the 
General officers commanding divisions, with directions to circulate it 
among the officers of the army, will have the effect of inducing them 
to reflect seriously upon the duties which they have to perform before 
the enemy, and to avoid the error which is the subject of it, which is 
really become one of serious detriment to the army and to the public 
interests. 

To Brig. Gen. E. Craufurd. Villar Formoso, 15th May, 1811. 

I am obliged to you for your recollection of Elder : I had not, however, 
forgotten him. Besides the 6 Field officers whom I am allowed to recom- 
mend to be Lieut. Colonels, I have been allowed to recommend certain 
officers serving with the Portuguese army for promotion. Of course I 
have not made the arrangements for promotion without considting Sir W. 
Beresford*s wishes; hut I have recommended Elder to Sir W, Beresford 
as one of those whom I think he ought to recommend to me ; and I have 
no doubt that he will name Elder as one. 

I shall speak to the Commissary Gen. about Mr. Purcell, of whose 
merits I have a very high opinion. 

To Major Gen. Cameron, T9th regt. Villar Formoso, 15th May, 1811. 

When I wrote to you last week I felt that I conveyed to you information 
which would give you great pain ; but I hoped that I had made you ac- 
quainted with the full extent of the misfortune which had befallen you. 
IJnfortimately, however, those upon whose judgment I i*elied were deceived : 
your son’s wound was worse than it was then supposed to be : it was mortal, 
and he died on the day before yesterday, at 2 in the morning. 

I am convinced that you will credit the assurance which I give you, 
that I condole with you most sincerely upon this misfortune, of the extent 
of which no man is more capable than myself of forming an estimate, 
from the knowledge which I had, and the just estimate which I had formed, 
in my own opinion, of the merits of your son. You will always regret 
and lament his loss, I am convinced ; hut I hope that you will derive some 
consolation from the reflection that he fell in the performance of his duty, 
at the head of your brave regiment, loved and respected by all that knew 
him, in an action in which, if possible, the British troops surpassed every 
thing they had ever done before, and of which the result was most honor- 
able to His Majesty’s arms. ■ 

At all events, Providence having deprived you of your son, I cannot 
conceive a string of circumstances more honorable and glorious than those 
under which he lost Ms life, in the cause of his country. Believe me, 
however, that, although I am fully alive to all these honorable circumstances 
attending his death, I most sincerely condole with you upon your loss. 

VOL. 'V.^ , . .r-C^ : 
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To the Earl of LkerpooL Villar formoso, 1 5th May, 1811. 

I beg leave again to draw your LordsHp^s attention to the ordern of the 
Admiralty, that neither prisoners nor deserters from the cnemy^shall !)e 
sent to England. 

Under your Lordship’s former orders many deserters have been enlisted 
intp regiments, some of them not serving in this country; and th(*He ar<j 
all waiting at Lisbon for leave to be removed to England ; and of conrso 
a considerable expense is incurred in provisioning them, lliose etdisiiHl 
with regiments serving in this country ought likewise to be stmt to despots 
elsewhere, as they are generally addicted to desertion ; and the d<.*ser}.ioii 
of the foreign troops from this army is not only very disgraceful, Imt 
very inconvenient, on account of the information which they convey to the 
enemy, which is frequently the only information which they can acqtiir(\ 

In a recent instance 26 men, who had been enlisted from the prisons at 
Cadiz, and had belonged to Dupont’s army, deserted from the Chasseurs 
Britanniques in one night; and it frequently happens that 12 desert in a 
night from that regiment, and from the Brunswick Dels corps. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Villar Formoso, 15t!i May, 181 K 

No part of the enemy’s army remained on the left of the Agueda ot* 
the evening of the 10th inst., excepting one brigade of cavalry, close to 
the bridge of Ciudad Rodrigo. The 2d corps had crossed at Barba de 
Puerco and the ford of Yal de Espino, and were cantoned in that neigh- 
bourhood ; and our advanced posts were upon tlio Azava and the Jjmw 
Agueda, 

The 6th division resumed the duty of the blockade of Almeida on tlmt 
evening ; and Major Gen, Sir W. Erskine was ordered to send a battalion 
to Barba de Puerco to guard the bridge there, which had been previously 
ordered, and had been posted, to observe the passages of the Dos Casas 
between Aldea del Obispo and Barba de Puerco, The enemy blew tip 
some mines which they had constructed at the works of Almeida at a 
little before 1 of the morning of the 11th, and immediately attacked the 
piquets by which the place was observed, and forced their way through 
tibem. They fired but little ; and they appear to have marclied betwetm 
the bodies of troops posted to support the piquets; and in particular cotiltl 
not have passed far from the right of the Queen’s regt. 

Upon the first alarm Brig. Gen. Pack, who was at Malpartida, joined 
the piquets, and continued to follow and to fire upon tlie c‘nemy, as a 
guide for the march of the other troops employed in the bhrekadti; and 
Major Gen. Campbell marched from Malpartida with a part of the Jst 
batt. 36th regt. But the enemy continued their march in a sulid com- 
pact body, without firing ; and were well guided between the positions 
occupied by our troops. The 4th regt,, which was ordered to occupy 
Barba de Puerco, unfortunately missed the road, and did not arrive 
till the enemy had reached the place, and commenced to desceial to the 
bridge, and at the same moment with the 36th regt. with Major (Jen. 
Campbell, and the light battalions of the 5th division, which Major (hm. 
Sir W. Erskine had detached from Aldea del Obispo to Barba <ie Jhito-cn, 
as soon as he had heard that the enemy had come out from Alnnuiia,. 

The enemy suffered very considerable loss both in prisoners and in 
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killed and wounded, as well in the march from Almeida as in the passage 
of the Agueda. It appears that that pai-t of the 2d cox*ps which were in 
San Felices formed upon the river, to protect their passage, as soon as 

they heard the firing ; and Lieut. Col. of the — regt., who had crossed 

with a detachment of tlie — and — regts., was obliged to retire with 
some loss.' 

I enclose the reports (p. 14) of Major Gen. Campbell, Brig. Gen. Pack, 
and otlier officers employed, upon the transactions of this night ; to which 
I add the reports of Gen. Regnier and of Gen. Brenier to the Prince of 
Essling, which have been intercepted and brought to me.'^ From the 
former your Lordship will observe that the arrival of the garrison at Barba 
de Puerco was entirely unexpected ; and that it was, as reported in my 
letter of the 10th inst., left to its fate by the enemy. 

Tile enemy are indebted for the small part of the garrison which they 
have saved principally to the unfortunate mistake of the road to Barba 
de Puerco by the 4th regt. During the whole period of the blockade, 
but particularly during the period that the enemy^s army were between 
the Dos Casas and the Azava, the garrison were in the habit of firing 
cannon during ths night; and the piquets near the place were frequently 
attacked. On the night of the Itli there had been a very heavy fire of 
cannon from the place, and the piquets were attacked ; and another on 
the night of the 8th; and the Queen's regt. in particular, and the other 
troops employed in the blockade, were induced to believe that the explo- 
sion which they heard on the morning of the 11th was of the same de- 
scription with those which they had heard on the preceding nights ; and 
the Queen’s regt. did not move at all, nor the other troops, till the cause 
of the explosion had been ascertained. 

Since the 11th inst. the enemy have continued their retreat towards the 
Tormes, and it has been reported to me that they have crossed that river, 
and are on their march towards the Douro. But I have not received this 
report from any authority on which I can rely. 

I have detached from this army, into the Alentejo, the 3d and ^th 
divisions of infantry ; and I have ordered the 2d hussars, which have 
arrived at Celorico, to march in that direction likewise. My reason for 
making this detachment is to be able to support Sir W. Bex'esford in 
strength, if the enemy should attempt to interrupt the siege of Badajoz; 
and as all is now quiet on this frontier, I propose to return to the Alen- 
tejo in the course of a few days. Sir W. Beresford invested Badajoz on 
both sides of the Guadiana on the 8th, and broke ground on both sides 
on that night. The enemy made a sortie, and endeavored to prevent our 
troops from occupying the ground from which they were to direct their 
attack against the outwork of San Cristoval, but the enemy were driven 
in. They had made another sortie on the morning of the 10th, in large 
force, and were driven in again by our troops ; but I am Goncerned to 
add that our loss upon this occasion was very severe, owing to the gallant 
bxit imprudent advance of the troops quite to the glacis of San Crist- 
oval, and to a situation in which they were exposed to the fire of 
musketry and grape from that outwork, as well as from the body of the 

See Appendix, No. 
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place. I have not received the official reports of Sir W. Beresford of 
these transactions, nor of his opening his fire, which, I have reason %o 
believe, commenced on the Pardaleras, Picurina, and San Cristoval, on 
the morning of the lltL 

Your Lordship will observe from Major Gen. CamphelFs report of the 
transactions at Barba de Puerco, that the same imprudence to whi<;ii 1 
have above referred was the cause of the loss sustained upon that occa- 
sion; and all the loss of prisoners in the action at Puentes de Onoro on 
the 3d and 5th inst. was to he attributed to the impetuosity of the officers 
and troops, which could not be kept within bounds. 

The corps of Spanish troops under Gen. Blake, which had been landed 
in the Guadiana, had drawn near the frontiers of Estremadiira, in order 
to co-operate with Sir W. Beresford in the attack of Badajosf; and I 
understand that Marshal Soult is employed in fortifying Seville, where 
he has collected a large body of troops. 

P.S. 1 enclose a return of the killed and wounded of the troops engaged 
at Barba de Puerco. 


Return of the Icilled, wounded, and missing at Barba de Puerco, on the IKh May, 181 L 



To the Earl of Liyerpool, Villar Forinoso, 1 5lh May, ( S H . 

You will receive by this post the account of the blowing up of Almtdda, ; 
and, although I believe that we have taken or destroytHl th(^ part 

of the garrison, I have never been so much distressed by any luilitarj 
event as by the escape of even a man of them. 

The enemy having retired across the Azava during the night of the 9th, 
I 'went forward in the morning to observe their subsequent luoveineals. 
About 1 o’clock of the day of the 10th, having seen their wlude army in 
march to cross the Agueda, I sent orders for the right of the army to 
resume their cantonments on the Dos Casas; the advanced guanl ami 
cavalry upon the Azava and Upper Agueda; the 5th division (Sir \V. 
Erskine)to send a regiment to Barba de Puerco; and the 6th divishm 
(Major Gen. Campbell) to resume the blockade of Almeida. 

Sir W. Erskine was dining with Sir B. Spencer at head tpiartcrB, and 
received his orders about 4 o’clock ; and he snjs he sent tlunu oiY fortiiwiih 
to the 4th regt., which were stationed, under former ordtn-s, on th<^ Ihm 
Casas, half way between Aldea del Obispo and Barba de Puerco. (hai. 
Campbell called upon me about or 6 o’clock, and told me tlau, 
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before dark, Ms division would have resumed their positions for the 
blockade. 

At about 12J the place was blown up; and the garrison had about 
14 miles to march to Barba de Puerco, and nearly the same distance 
to the only fords on the Agueda, the whole of which were occupied by 
our dragoons. 

Gen. Pack and Gen. Campbell both expected that the garrison would 
attempt to escape, and were both at Malpartida, about 4 miles from 
Almeida, on the road towards the Agueda and Barba de Puerco. Gen. 
Pack Joined the piquets, and followed the enemy with 10 men, and kept 
up a fire upon them, as a guide to the other troops, which he supposed 
were following. Gen. Campbell did follow with 8 companies of the 36th 
regt. The 8th Portuguese regt, under Lieut. Col. Douglas, which were 
at Jun^a, on the south-west side of Almeida, marched when the explosion 
was heard, and arrived at Barba de Puerco before the French ; but finding 
nobody there excepting a piquet of cavalry, they passed the Dos Casas 
again, and thus missed them. 

The Queen’s regt., which were within a mile of Almeida, on the road 
to Malpartida, were not aware that the place was blown up, and did not 
march at all ; and the 4th regt, which it is said did not receive their 
orders before midnight, and had only 2^ miles to march, missed their 
road, and did not arrive at Barba de Puerco till after the French, and 
with Gen. Campbell and Gen. Pack; and the flank battalions of the 5th 
division which Sir W. Erskine had detached from Aldea del Obispo (so 
long after he had heard the explosion, that he had sent an officer to 
Almeida, between 5 and 6 miles, to ascertain what it was, and this officer 
had returned), arrived nearly at the same time. 

The other corps of the 6th division had marched different distances in 
pursuit of the enemy ; hut, excepting the 36th and the 8th Portuguese, 
none had crossed the Turones. 

Thus your Lordship will see that, if the 4th regt. had received the orders, 
issued at 1, before it was dark at 8 o’clock at night; or if they had not 
missed their road, the garrison must have laid down their arms ; and the 
same would have occurred if Lieut. Col. Douglas had remained at Barba 
de Puerco; and possibly the same would have occurred had the pursuit 
been judiciously managed. 

Possibly I have to reproach myself for not having been on the spot ; 
but really, when the enemy’s whole army had crossed the Agueda, with 
tlie exception of one brigade of cavalry, in front of Ciudad Rodrigo, I 
did not think it probable that the attempt to escape would be made ; and 
having employed 2 divisions and a brigade, to prevent the escape of 1400 
men, who I did not think it likely would attempt to escape, the necessity 
of my attending personally to this operation, after I had been the whole 
day on the Azava, did not occur to me. However, it is that alone in the 
whole operation in which I have to reproach myself, as every thing was 
done that could be done in the way of order and instruction. I certainly 
feel, every day, more and more the difficulty of the situation in which I 
am placed, I am obliged to be everywhere, and if absent from any opera- 
tion, something goes wrong. It is to he hoped that the General and other 
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officers of the army will at last acquire that experience which will teach 
them that success can he attained only hy attention to the most mimite 
details ; and by tracing every part of every operation from its origin to its 
conclusion, point hy point, and ascertaining that the whole is understood 
hy those who are to execute it* 

Memorandum for Lieut, Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K,B. L5th May, ISII. 

By all accounts which I have received, it appears that the enemy have 
retired beyond the Tormes, leaving a garrison in Ciudad Rodrigo, with 
hut a small body of cavalry attached to them. It is even reported that 
they have crossed the Tormes, and have moved towards the Douro; but 
of this report I have no certainty. It is probable, however, that some 
time will elapse before the French army, in this part of Spain, will be 
capable of making any movement against the allies. Having made so 
considerable a detachment of the army to the south, it is necessary that 
what remains of this army should he for the present on the defensive. If, 
therefore, the enemy should collect again a large force upon Ciudad 
Rodrigo, it will he necessary that our army should he collected about 
Nave d’ Aver, still, however, holding its advanced posts upon the Ai^ava; 
and that it should be prepared, if necessary, to fall hack upon the position 
behind Aldea Yellia, Alfaiates, and its left towards Badamalos, and 
thence to the position with its right behind Soito and tlie left to Rendo ; 
and thence across the Coa to Sahugal. 

If the collection of the enemy should be of such force, or made under 
such circumstances, as to create a belief tliat they will enter I’ort.ugal 
with a view to establish themselves again in the country, it will ht^ n<i<;es- 
sary that the troops in this part of the country should fall hack, when 
necessary, from Sahugal upon Belmonte, and thence by the Estrada Nova 
towards the Zezere. The strong country, however, between Ihdmonte 
and the Zezere must not be given up in a hurry ; and a magazine, for a 
few days, should he formed at Belmonte, and care should be taken to 
remove from Celorico, and on the Monclego, the magazines, hospitals, &c,, 
formed at those places. 

It is desirable that the troops should remain in the positions wlilcit they 
now occupy as long as possible, with the exception of the cavalry, wliicli 
it might be desirable to move to the rear, for the sake of f uuge. Brig. 
Gen. Pack should keep one regiment in Almeida; a.nd slcmld have 
advanced posts at Barba de Puerco. In case of the necessity of assem- 
bling the army in consequence of the advance of the <niemy, and should 
it he necessary for Gen. Pack to evacuate Almeida, he should set lire to 
the carriages, &c., in Almeida, and to the mines not already l)iown up; 
and move either hy the Caril road, or by the left of the Coa, or by the 
road of Freixedas, Alverca, and Guarda, according to the situation of the 
remainder of the troops, to join the army. 

It IS desirable, however, that until the government shall liave detennined 
what they will do respecting Almeida, that place should not ])t‘ a.bandoned 
till it shall be necessary; and further directions will he sent r<'Hp<‘cting 
the collection and arrangement of the ordnance, stor(‘s, &c,, pnqniratory 
to any future plan for keeping and making use of the piataj. 
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The AM* to Brig. Gen. Peacocke^ Lisbon. May, ISIL 

hi reply to your letter of the 31st iilt., addressed to the B. A. G,, relative to 

, of tlie — regt., I have the Commander of the Forces’ directions to acquaint 

you tliat that person is a British subject, convicted of a crime in Portugal, and 
under sentence of punishment 5 and you must not take charge of him under a 
military guard without some official notification or authority from the British 
minister./ 

To Major Gen. Picton. Sabugal, 16th May, 1811, 

The bearer of this letter is attached, in some manner or other, to the 
Portuguese brigade pf infantry in the 3d division; and I found him 
employed here embargoing mules, by order of Col. Sutton, with a guard 
of one of the regiments of the brigade ; and he embargoes those belonging 
to the army, which are, I believe, the only mules in the country. This 
irregularity cannot be permitted, and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
desire CoL Sutton to adopt some other mode of completing the brigade in 
mules besides that of pressing those already in the British service, by 
means of the Portuguese soldiers. 

To Major Gtm. Howorth, Sabugal, 16th May, 1811, 

I request that you will adopt measures to have the carriages of the 24 
pounders, as well as the mortar beds and howitzer carriages, in the gar- 
rison of Almeida, put in a state to he fit for service. It is desirable that 
these carriages should be parked in a separate place on the ramparts ; and 
that those belonging to guns of other calibres should, in like manner, be 
parked, those of each calibre by themselves, so as to be in readiness to be 
either removed or destroyed, according to the orders which may hereafter 
he given respecting them. 

I also request you to have the several carts and transport carriages in 
the garrison examined ; and let those be set apart which are fit for any 
service, and tlie others likewise brought together for the further disposal 
of them. 

It is desirable that measures should be adopted to enable you to have 
the guns in the fort drilled when I shall send you directions for that pur- 
pose ; and that you should, therefore, send to Lisbon, without loss of time, 
for tlie persons who are able to perform this work, with the instruments 
which they require for it. 

To Lieut. Geu. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Sabugal, I 6 fch May, 1811. 

When the army were employed on the pursuit of the enemy out of Por- 
tugal, the Liglit division of infantry and the cavalry were placed under 
the directions of Major Gen. Sir W. Erskine, which has led to an altera- 
tion of the organization of the army that may be very inconvenient. 

Although the cavalry may at times be joined to one or more divisions 
of the army for particular services, and that the senior officer present would 
of course command the whole, still each division, as well as the cavalry, 
must h«» considered as a separate body, under its own Commanding officer, 
fer all maU(‘rs of interior regulation, having its Staff officers and depart- 
ments exejusively atiiudied to it, and employed under the directions of the 
(foncral officer commanding the division, in the duties of the division to 
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which they are attached* In all duties of a general nature, of course the 
senior officer of the 2 or 3 divisions acting together, would give his direc- 
tions, and would he responsible, leaving the execution of the duty to he 
performed by each division, under the direction of its Commanding officer, 
who would he responsible to him for it As the Light division and the 
cavalry were a good deal jumbled together on the late service, I had deter- 
mined to draw this line, hut I forgot it before I came away ; and I sliai! 
he obliged to you if you will communicate this letter to Sir S* Cotton 
and Gen, Graufurd. 

As for our advanced guard, at present I think it ought to consist of the 
Light division and 4 squadrons of cavalry, and Pack ought to have 2 
squadrons of Portuguese cavalry with his post at Barba de Puerco, &c. 

Sir Stapleton will decide whether he will remain forward with these 4 
squadrons, taking the command of the advanced guard on the principle 
above laid down; or whether the 4 squadrons shall he employed, also on 
the principle above laid down, with the Light division under tlie orders of 
Gen. Craufurd. In either case Sir Stapleton will of course relieve the 4 
squadrons as often as he may think it expedient, 

I also forgot to mention that Col, Harvey, of the 14th, asked me for 
leave to go into the Alentejo, to which 1 have no objection. 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. Sabiigal, lOlh May, 181 i. 

I received last night your letters of the 12th and 13th, and I immediately 
determined to set out for the Alentejo; to which quarter 1 had int<mded 
to go, in a day or two, at all events, 

I am much concerned to hear of your want of provisions, Mr. Ken- 
nedy tells me that he never heard even of the probability of want, exct'pt- 
ing of corn and of cattle, which he had ordered to he supplied; that there 
are in Ahrantes, he believes, above *100,000 rations of biscuit; atul that 
no post ever comes from Lisbon that does not bring him a report of arti- 
cles sent for the use of the troops in Estremadura, 

Unless I should see reason on the road to move moi^e quickly, I shall 
he at Elvas on the 21st I should hope that you have been able to leave 
some troops long enough near Badajoz to have time to move off all your 
stores, if you had begun on the night of the 11th and 12th. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Sabugal, 16 th May, 1811. 

In consequence of the reports which I received last night from M arshal 
Beresford, dated the 12th and 13th, I set out this morning for the Alen- 
tejo, I shall he at Gastello Branco on the 18th, Portalegre the 20tli, and 
Elvas the 21st, unless I shall see reason on the road to go a little quicker. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. PedrogSo, Uth May, 1811, 2| v.m. 

In consequence of a letter of the 14th, which I have received from Be- 
resford, I am about to go on to Gastello Branco tomight, and I shall push 
on without my baggage to-morrow. There is no very particular intelli- 
gence in the letter; but I see that he does not like his situation, and 1 think 
it best to go to him. 

I shall be obliged if you will desire Pakenham to correspond with the 
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officers commanding at the hospitals at Celorico and Coimbra, and with 
Capt Tucker, to send to the regiments with you the men who may recover, 
as fast as they shall be well enough to move, according to our old regula- 
tion upon this subject. 

Pray direct the General officers commanding divisions to keep the men 
in the habits of exercise, by marching occasionally* 

To likut, Geiu Sir B. Spencer, K.B, Elvas, 19th May, 1811, 4 p.m. 

I arrived here this day, and received your letter of the llth this morning, 

Beresford had an action with the French at Albuera on the 16th, in 
which he repulsed Soult, but suffered great loss. Gen, Hoghton and Sir 
W, Myers killed, and Gen. Cole wounded. I don’t yet know the parti- 
culars of the action, nor the extent of the loss ; but it is certainly very 
severe. I understand that Soult retired on the morning of the 18th, and 
that Beresford marched to S** Marta; but of this I am not certain. 

I understand that the Spaniards did not behave ill, and their loss has been 
heavy ; the Portuguese were hut little engaged ; those that were behaved 
well, and they have not suffered much. 

P.S. Will you tell Sir S. Cotton that I have no objection to his remov- 
ing the head quarters of the cavalry here; hut he must leave with Gen. 
Slade the means of carrying on the duty. 

To Marshal Sir W. €. Beresford. K.B. Elvas, 19th May, 1811, p.m. 

I arrived here about 2 this day, and received your letter of the l*Jth. I 
had not received any from you since the 14th. Your loss, by all accounts, 
has been very large ; but I hope that it will not prove so large as was at 
first supposed. You could not be successful in such an action without a 
large loss ; and we must make up our minds to affairs of this kind some- 
times, or give up the game. As I hear you have marched to Marta, 
and I see that some troops have taken up the ground before Badajoz, I 
don’t propose to move from hence in the morning, unless I should hear 
from you this evening. 


To Brig. Gen. Peacocke. Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 

You will have heard that Marshal Beresford fought a severe action on 
tine Kith; in consequence of which it is necessary that all the medical 
and surgical attendance which our hospitals at Lisbon can afford should 
be sent as soon as possible, together with 2000 sets of bedding. Desire 
the medical gentlemen at the head of the hospitals at Lisbon to act upon 
this order, respecting which I shall write to Dr. Franck, 

I also request that one company of British artillery may be sent here 
without delay by the usual route and stages. Desire Col. Fisher to settle 
wiiich company it shall be ; and tell him that I shall write upon tbis suh- 
j<mt to Major Gen. Howorth. 

P.S. Besides ihti com})any of artillery above mentioned, it will be 
luutessary to send here 3 officers of the civil department of the ordnance 
who have some intelligence. 
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To Dr* Ij’raiicli. 20th May, 1811 

You will have heard that Sir W. Beresford fought a severe action on 
the 16th; the result of which is a great iiiimher of wounded in tin? hospi- 
tals, in addition to a considerable number which were already here. 

The gentleman here appears to me to be doing every thing that is in 
his power, and has written to Lisbon for further assistance, 1 have writl.(>n 
also to Gen, Peacocke, and have desired that all possible assistattce may ])e 
sent here, and 2000 sets of. bedding. It is impossible to calculate tin* 
number of wounded there will be; but I should think at least tliat number. 
You will know best whether, from the state of the hospitals elsewhere, it 
will be possible to send assistance from other quarters, 

P.S. I have desired Mr. Hogg to take care not to allow his hospitals 
there to become too crowded, and to evacuate upon Estremoz in time. 

To Major Gen. Howorth. Elvas, 20tii May, 1811. 

In consequence of the loss of artillerymen in the late action, and the 
want of them in this quarter, I have written to Gen. Peacocke to desire 
him to send here a company of Royal artillery, of those now at or near 
Lisbon, upon which Col. Fisher will make the necessary arrangements. 

From what I hear, I think it probable that we shall have to transfer 
our German brigade to the Royal artillery, keeping only one German 
brigade with the army. 

P.S, I have desired Gen, Peacocke to send here 3 officers of tlie civil 
department of the ordnance, besides the company of British artillery. 
Upon recollection, we have at Lisbon a German company of artillery. 
I shall not determine, therefore, whether our German brigade sluill be 
broken up, till I hear from you. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 20tb May, 1811, 5 imi«* 

It is reported that you are coming here this day; hut lest you should 
not, I write to tell you that unless I should liear, during the night, that 
you are coming *to -morrow, I shall go to Valverde by the ford over the 
Guadiana, by which I crossed before ; and from thence to Albuera, if I 
should not find you at Valverde. My baggage will not be up till to- 
morrow or next day ; therefore I must live upon you. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, SOtlt May, 181 1, r.fti. 

Arbuthnot is arrived ; and as I find you are at Albuera, and it appears 
desirable that you should remain there, I shall go straight there iu the 
morning, not going by Valverde. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G, Berkeley. Elvas, 20lh May, j 8 il . 

J shall be very much obliged to you if you will allow <Htrta,in slntep 
belonging to Gen. the Hon. C. Stewart, to the number of 1200, to g»> to 
England in the empty transports or store ships, about to he sent home. 
He communicated with the Transport hoard on this subject when h<* was 
in England, and understood there was no objection ; and I sliall he obliged 
to you if you will signify to Capt. Poukler your consent to lht‘ r<*inoving 
the sheep in the transports : of course the GeneraFs agent will i)ut focidor 
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on board for them. I am much obliged to you for having ordered the 
ships you mention in your letter of the 13th to the Mondego. 

You will have heard of the Marshal’s action on the 16th : the fighting 
was desperate, and the loss of the British has been very severe; but, ad- 
verting to the nature of the contest, and the manner in which they held 
their ground against all the efforts the whole French army could make 
against them, notwithstanding all the losses which they had sustained, I 
think this action one of the most glorious and honorable to the character 
of the troops of any that has been fought during the war. 

I arrived here only yesterday, and have not yet seen the Marshal, and 
don’t know, and can scarcely form a guess, what the loss is. Gens, 
Hoghton, Sir W. Myers, and poor Duckworth, are killed ; and Gen. Cole, 
Cols. Ellis^ and Blakeneyf wounded. Soult retired on the 18th, and 
Badajoz was invested yesterday. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq, Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 

Since I wrote you my letter of this day I have received yours of the 
16th. 

The calculation on which the grant of the subsidy was founded, con- 
tained the estimate of tlie expense of two principal heads of the military 
expenditure, viz., the pay and the provisions for the number of men for 
whom the calculation was made. There could be no mistake about the 
pay : the mistake was in the provisions, and in omitting entirely some 
establishments and heads of expense which belong to all armies. 

I contend for it, therefore, that we do supply the pay of 30,000 offi- 
cers and men, and the gratuity to all the officers of the Portuguese army, 
and that this pay so supplied ought to be regularly given to them. I 
admit that Marshal Beresford’s return is a sufficient voucher on which 
you may issue the money ; but if you should find, as in this case I con- 
ceive it to be proved, that for several months the officers have not been 
paid, and for a considerable time the soldiers have not been paid, there is 
ground for serious representation, and even report, to our government. 
I don’t believe tliere is any peculation among the lieads of the govez'n- 
ment, but there is gross misapplication of funds. The Jimta Vweres 
and tlie Junta of the Arsenal are connected possibly in trade, but cer- 
tainly l)y friendsliip or acquaintance, with all the merchants and dealers 
of Jjisbon ; and those who could best afford to wait for their money are, 
and have bium, invariably paid regularly ; while the dealers in the country 
and oOietu-s and troops wait, and the former are never paid. The 
fears oftiie government, and their desire of popularity, lead to the same 
disposal of funds by their authority ; and this evil is one of those which 
I expected would be remedied by the abolition of the Jzmta de Vimres. 

In respec.t to the payments to the chest of the ‘Aids,’ you will recollect 
tliat upon an estimate of the expenses of the British army in Portugal, 
ct>mpared witii the amount of the subsidy, it was settled that the Portu- 
guese government, liaving a demand of about £80,000 should' 

* Of tluj 23d Weldj Fusiliers, aftewards killed at Waterloo, 
f lieiii, OVru 
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receive a certain proportion, two sevenths, of the sums raised By bills at 
Cadiz, Gibraltar, or Lisbon, or sent from England to the Commissary Gen* 
A^ter this arrangement was made, the strength and the expense of the 
British army were much increased, and the proportions ought to have 
been altered ; but still they were continued as settled, and the Portuguese 
government received in money only, last year, much more than the sub- 
sidy. Then lately we have increased the expense of the British commis- 
sariat, by undertaking to feed 6 Portuguese brigades of infentry and a 
proportion of tbe artillery ; and of course not only this would alter tlie 
proportions by adding to our expense, but would diminish the demand for 
money subsidy by the Portuguese government. 

On these grounds I conceive that it will be found that, in the months 
of March and April, they have been. overpaid; and I hope soon to be able 
to send you the accounts of our demands for the provisions to the 24th 
April, and hereafter regularly for every month before its close. 

In this statement I have not adverted to the new subsidy, as I conceive 
it is not the intention of the King’s government that any part of it should 
he given till the reforms which have been suggested shall be made. But 
there is another reason for not giving more to the Portuguese government, 
which is, that we have it not to give. This part of the army have now 
3 months’ pay due to them, the other 2 months, and there is not a shillit^g 
here to pay them. It is perfectly true that Major Arentschildt left the 
reserve of his artillery,' that is, the sj^are ammunition, at Qaragoc^a, be- 
tween Celorico and Ponte da Murcella, Why ? because his nuiles and 
cattle had been starved on the Kio Maior, and could not draw it any 
farther; and because the magistrates of the country would supply ih> 
means of transport to draw it on, 

I don’t know the person at Batalha, and the British head quarters were 
never there. I have no objection, however, to any advance you plcftse to 
make to the person you mention ; but I should think that it cannot l)e 
made in money. . 

P.S. You don’t mention whether you received my letter enclosing one 
for the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Klvas, 20th May, 1811. 

I enclose the copy of a memorandum which has been put into my liaiifls 
by Major Dickson, of the artillery, regarding the march of certain gmm 
demanded for the service of this garrison from Lisbon. I trust that the 
movement of these guns has not been suspended, as their early arrival is 
very important; and I shall he obliged to you if you will make inquiry 
upon this subject. 

I am not able to give you any details upon the battle of the 16th, as I 
have not seen or heard from the Marshal. Our loss is very large; but 
we inust expect loss whenever we engage the British troops with the 
Spaniards as allies. The Spaniards, by all accounts, behaved remarkably 
well; but they were immoveable; and their want of discipline, and nf the 
power of manmuvring, appears to me to have created a necessity for using 
the British infantry in all parts of the field, and to have tlirown upon us 
the great burden of the battle. This was exactly tluj eas<‘ in hutth! 
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of Talavera ; and, only that the Spanish troops were more distant from 
the fire, I suspect it was the case at the battle of Barrosa. 

I have received your letter of the llth, and return the newspapers. 

P.S. I think it very desirable that, if possible, no flying details of the 
battle of Albuera should go home till Sir W. Beresford’s report shall be 
sent. I conclude that the account that there had been a battle went by 
the mail yesterday, which is of no importance; hut where there are many 
killed and wounded the first reports are not favorable; and it is not doing 
justice to the Marshal to allow them to circulate without his. 

To liieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Elvas, 32d May, 1811* 

I went yesterday to Albuera, and saw the field of battle. We had a 
very good position, and I think should have gained a complete victory in 
it, without any material loss, if the Spaniards could have manoeuvred ; 
hut unfortunately they cannot. 

The French are retiring; hut I don’t think it clear that they are going 
beyond the Sierra Morena. As I know you have plenty of correspondents, 
I don’t give you any details of the action here, or of our loss. I think 
the action, upon the whole, to he the most honorable to the troops that 
they have been engaged in during the war, 

P.S, I received your letter of the 20th this morning; I think it 
appears that the enemy’s loss cannot be less than between 8000 and 
9000 men. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

I have received the directions of the Sec. of State to request that you 
will send to Cork tonnage to convey to Portugal 200 horses for the Royal 
artillery, and likewise tonnage to convey to Portugal the Enniskillen 
dragoons, consisting of 680 horses; and that you will send all the re- 
mainder of the tonnage for horses, which may he, or may arrive, in the 
Tagus, to Plymouth, to convey from thence remount horses for the differ- 
ent seiwices. 

To Vice Adm, the Hon. G. Berkeley, Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

I am about to send Col, Arhuthnot home with the accounts of Sir W. 
Beres ford’s action of tine 16th inst. ; and I shall he very much obliged to 
you if you will send a sliip of war with him, as it is desirable that he 
should arrive as soon as possible. He goes to Lisbon with this letter, and 
the dispatches will follow him to-morrow or next day. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 22d May, 1811, 11 a.m, 

I have received your letter of yesterday ; and I shall send to England 
your official letter, and the intercepted enclosure. I think that Gazan’s 
letter refers to the inarch of the wounded, with whom he is, he being 
himself wounded.* I believe the confusion is there; hut I doubt there 
Ixiing ituicli among the others, excepting the plunder, which is not unusual 
wherever tlie French troops are. It is very desirable, therefore, ''that.you 
sliouid not go too far from our main object. I think it probable, from 
one part of Gassan’s letter (tliat in which he says that he has sent to order 
* See Appendix, Ho. II, ’ 
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the troops at Almaraz to join Soult), that the latter proposes to maintain 
himself in Estremadura, and has sent hack only his wounded, covering 
them by the troops with himself. There is an expression in the ord<u* oi, 
the 19th at Solana, respecting the distribution which will be madt^ from 
the resources of the country, which would tend to show that that is ilieir 
object, and the march on Los Santos would show the same. 

I don’t know what to do about the Fi’ench wounded at Albuera. We 
must remove our own in the first instance, and I will then endeavor to 
remove them; but we are very hard run for carriages. You should leave 
some few men and an officer to take care of them, and some provisions 
for them. 

To Charles Stuart, Esq. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

In answer to your letter of the 20th inst, I have to inform you that I 
have no arms to give to Sousa. 

In answer to your letter of the 18th, I must only say that 1 have not 
leisure to read long papers, which are called documents, but which contain 
not one syllable of truth. I have no money to give to the Portuguese 
government ; and I believe it was never intended by our govcirnnuutt that 
they should have the increased subsidy (nor do I belie ve they have any 
official knowledge of its grant) till they shall make the necessary altc^ratioim 
in their military system to render it efficient. I don^t think they have any 
right to mention the increased subsidy in an official document ; nor cun 
they say with any truth that any pai't of the old siibsidy is in arr(*ars. 

I have written my opinion of the state of affairs to tlie British govern- 
ment; and the Portuguese government will find that their intrigties and 
their folly will end in the ruin of their country. 

To the Rt. Hon. H, Wellesley. Elvas, 22d May, ISII, 

I have the honor to enclose my dispatch of the 15th inst to the Sec. of 
State, likewise that of this date, in the last of which you will find oo|)ies 
of Marshal Beresford’s reports of his operations before Badajoz and of the 
action of the 16th inst. at Alhuera. 

I beg that you will do me the favor to congratulate the Regency upon 
this success, and to express the satisfaction with which I have read Manshal 
Sir W. Beresford’s reports of the conduct of the Spanish General officers 
officers, and troops, throughout the action, as well as in the operations 
previous to it. 

In my letter of the 9th inst., I transmitted the copy of my letter to 
Gen. Castanos, and the memorandum on the plan of operations, and I 
omit now to enclose another copy; but I send you the copy of his answer 
to me, and of my letter to him of the 13th inst. 

In my opinion, nothing can be more honorable to Glen. Cjastailos than 
this act of self denial, which I hope will be duly appreciated by tlie 
Regency, as it is by me. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. EIvm, 22d May, 181 1. 

We have had warm work here; however, I hope that the Preiudi liuv(r 
suffered more than we have. I mean, if Soultgoes far <mough from nn*, 
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to renew the operatioii.s of the siege of Badajoz ; but he will soon have a 
large reinforcement from Castille, and another such battle would ruin us* 
The Spanish troops, I understand, behaved admirably ; they stood like 
stocks, both parties at times firing on them, but they were quite immove- 
able ; and this is the great cause of all our losses. After they had lost 
their position, the natural thing to do would have been to attack it with 
the nearest Spanish troops, but they could not be moved ; the British 
troops were the next, and they were brought up, and must always in these 
cases be brought up; and they sufiered accordingly. The battle of Tala- 
vera was an example of the same defect in the Spanish troops ; they could 
not be moved, however advantageous this movement might have been ; 
and I suspect that the battle of Barrosa was something of the same kind. 
It is scarcely to be believed that any officer, who could depend upon the 
discipline of his troops in their movements, would have remained the quiet 
spectator of such an action at such a moment. 

From these circumstances, you will believe that I am not very easy 
about the result of another action, if we should be obliged to fight one. 
What a pity it is that the Spaniards will not set to work seriously to dis- 
cipline their troops ! We do what we please now with the Portuguese 
troops; we manoeuvre them under fire equally with our own, and have 
some dependence on them; but these Spaniards can do nothing, hut stand 
still, and we consider ourselves fortunate if they don’t run away. 

Beresford tells me that it would be a great point gained if Blake were 
to return to the Regency, as he is not very accommodating, although he 
adhered strictly to the letter of everything I laid down for his guidance. 
P.S. Show every thing to Graham. 


To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Mvas, 22d May, 1811. 

I write to the Commander in Chief this day, to recommend Capt. Chap- 
man for promotion to a Majority by brevet ; and I send an official recom- 
mendation for Major the Hon. H. Arbuthnot^ to be promoted to the 
Lieut. Colonelcy of the 52d, and Rowan f to the Majority. Besides this, 
1 conceive that, Way J having lost his arm in the late action, the Com- 
mander in Chief would be disposed to give him the vacant Lieut. Colonelcy 
of the 29th, for whicli I long ago recommended him; and thus some va- 
cancies would he loft among the brevet commissions for which I was 
permitted to recommeiKL 

I have not yet been able to arrange the promotions, in consequence 
of the casualties in the recent battle; but there is one officer, Major 
L’Estrange,§ of the 31st, whom I must recommend in the strongest 
manner for promotion in some way or other. After the other parts of the 
same brigade were swept off by the cavaliy, this little battalion alone held 
its ground against all the eolomies en masse! 

I desired Beresford to recommend Arbuthnot H for one of the brevet 

* Lieut. Gen. the Hon. H. Arbuthnot, C.B. 

f Lieut. Col. Rowan, C.B. 

I The late Major Gen. Sir G. Way, Kt, G.B. 

5 Lieut. Gerit. Sir G. L’Kstrange, K.C.B, 

II Jiait. Gen. Sir R. Arbuthnot, K. C.B, 
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Lieut Golonelcies in the Portuguese service; but the windiiill of the 
action of the 16th will probably give him the rank, I have not yet 
received from Beresford his list ; but I shall be obliged to you if you will 
let Arbuthnot stand the first, if I should be able to transmit it by this 
dispatch, which at present is not very likely* 

P.S, The late action has made a terrible hole in our ranks ; but I am 
working hard to set all to rights again. 

To die Rt. Hon. the Commander in Chief. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

When I had the honor of addressing you on the 14th inst., in conse- 
quence of the permission which you had given me to recommend to your 
notice certain officers for promotion, I omitted the name of one, to whom 
I consider myself and the army more indebted than certainly to any other 
officer of his rank in the service; I mean Capt Chapman, of the Koyal 
Engineers, now secretary to the Master Gen. of the Ordnance. 

Capt. Chapman being absent from the army, and having understood 
that your Excellency was disposed to recommend that he might Be pro- 
moted, and considering that he, as an officer of the corps of engineers, 
did not stand within the scope of your Excellency’s letter to me of the 
23d April, I omitted his name ; hut I beg to assure you that the services 
rendered by Capt. Chapman are of the highest description, and I earnestly 
entreat that he may be promoted to the rank of Major by brevet, in 
priority to any of those officers whom I recommended to your Excellency 
in my address of the 14th inst. 

To the Rt Hon. the Commander in Chief. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a report, which I have rnadc^ 
to the Sec. of State, of the recent operations in this quarter by the troops 
under the command of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, containing his reports 
to me of the operations of the siege of Badajoz and of the action of the 
16 th inst. 

To the Rt. Hon. C. Yorke. Elvas, 22d May, 181 1, 

I enclose a letter which | have received from Lieut Col. Cadogan, in 
which he has requested that I would recommend to your consideration 
his brother’s (Capt. G. Cadogan)* claim for employment in the mivy. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will take these claims into con- 
sideration. 

To P. Colquboim, Esq. Elvas, 22d Bfay, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 'Ith inst., in which you have informed 
me of the loss which you and the country have sustained by the death of 
Lieut Col. Barclay. I assure you that there is no man more sensible 
than myself of the excellent qualities of that gallant officer, and I lament 
his loss most sincerely. 

It gives me much concern to find that he has left his widow and ehilt! 
slenderly provided for; and I wish that I could relieve the alllicdlon 
which yoTi feel upon this occasion, and that provision should be iuad(^ for 

* Now Earl Cadog-an. 
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them ; but I have done every thing in my power to obtain it for them. 
I have written and forwarded your letter to Mr. Perceval, whom I have 
always found disposed to attend to my requests in favor of the families 
of officers who have lost their lives in the service ; and I have earnestly 
entreated him to endeavor to provide for the family of the late Col. 
Barclay. 

To tlie Rt. Hon. S. Perceval. Elvas, 32d May, 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from the father of the widow 
of a most respectable officer, the late Col. Barclay of the 52d regt., giving 
me an account of his death, and apprising me of the distressed circum- 
stances in which he has left his family. Lieut. Col. Barclay commanded 
a brigade in the Light division, in which he had served during the entire 
war in the Peninsula, and he was wounded in the battle of Busaco, and 
never recovered. I believe that there was not a more meritorious officer 
in the army, and I beg leave to recommend his widow to your favor 
and protection. 

I am very much obliged to you for your attention to my recommenda- 
tion in favor of my friends, the Portuguese nation, who really deserve 
the generosity of the people of England. My soldiers have continued 
to show them every kindness in their power, as well as to the Spaniards. 
The village of Puentes de Onoro having been the field of battle the 
other day, and not having been much improved by this circumstance, 
they immediately and voluntarily subscribed to raise a sum of money, to 
be given to tbe inhabitants as a compensation for the damage which their 
properties have sustained in the contest. 

To the 3?ai'l of Liverpool. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

On the night of the l5th inst. I received from Marshal Sir W* Beres- 
ford letters of the 12th and 13th inst., which reported that Marshal Soult 
had broken up from Seville, and had advanced towards Estremadura, 
about the 10th, notwithstanding the reports which had been previously 
raised, that he was busily occupied in strengthening Seville, and the ap- 
proaches to that city, by works ; and that all his measures indicated an 
intention to remain on the defensive in Andalusia. 

I therefore set out on the following morning from Yillar Formoso ; and 
having received further information of the 14th from Sir W. Beresford, 
of the enemy’s movements, I hastened my progress, and arrived here on 
the 19th, and found that Sir W. Beresford had raised the siege of Bada- 
joz, without the loss of ordnance or stores of any description, had col- 
lected the troops under his command, and had formed a junction with 
Gens. Castafios and Blake, at Alhuera, in the course of the 15th inst. 
He was attacked there on the 16th, by the French army under the com- 
mand of Marshal Soult; and after a most severe engagemeill:, in which 
all the troops conducted themselves in the most gallant manner, Sir W. 
Beresford gained the victory. The enemy retired in the night of the 
ITth inst, leaving between 900 and 1000 wounded on the ground. Sir 
W. Beresford sent the allied cavalry after them, and on the 19th in the 
morning reinvested Badajoz. 

VOL. V. » 
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I enclose the reports of Sir W. Beresford^ of the 16th and 18th inst, 
on the operations of the siege to the moment of raising it, and on the 
battle at Albnera; and I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
ability, the firmness, and the gallantry manifested by Marshal Sir W. 
Beresford throughout the transactions on which he has written. 1 shall 


Marshal Beresford to Marshal Gen. Vise. Wellington. Albnera, 16th May, 181 h 

In conformity to your Lordship’s instructions given to me on the 24th ult.i in 
consequence of the then state of the weather, and our means of coinnunncation 
across the Guadiana having been destroyed by the sudden flooding of that river, 
and leaving my cavalry in Zafra, Los Santos, and Villa Franca, I placed the 
infantry with its head at Almendralejo, Azauchal, and Villa Alva, where were 
the divisions of Major Gen. the Hon, W. Stewart and Major Gen. Hamilton:^ 
and the Hon. Major Gen. Cole’s division with Brig. Gen. MaddeiVs brigade of 
cavalry in Merida, the infantry brigade of it commanded by Brig. Gem. Kemmis, 
intended for the attack of Fort San Cristoval, at Montijo, and the light brigade 
German Legion, under Major Gen. Baron Alten, at Talavera Real, leaving the 
light battalion L. L. Legion in Oliven^a during the period of waiting the bill of 
the water of the Guadiana, and the re-establishment of onr bridge, It being^ of 
considerable importance to push the enemy from us as far as possible during 
the siege, as he had on our obliging him to retire from Llerena to Guadalcamil 
held the latter place. 

1 directed a small column of 2000 men, composed of the 1st brigiule 2<1 division, 
under the command of Lieut. Col. Colborne, with 2 s(piadrons of cavalry and 2 
Spanish 4 pounders, to proceed from Almendraltgo, by Ribera and Maguilla, ki 
A zuaga to threaten his right, sending at the same time 4 squadroms of cavalry 
from Brig. Gen. Long at Villa Franca to Llerena, to support the Conde dt‘ Penue 
Viliemiir, who was then with the Spanish cavalry of Gen. Castauos’ corps, to 
make him fear an attack in front, and Gen. Ballesteros went from .M<mastcriu to 
Montemolin to threaten his left. These manceuvres had the desired eilcct: as 
soon as the enemy saw the advance of Lieut, Col. Colborne near Azuaga, wluu'c 
he had 500 infantry and 300 cavalry, he abandoned precipitately the place and 
retired to Guadalcanal, which place Gen. Latour Maubourg, with the 5th corps, 
quitted in 2 hours after the arrival of this detachment, and at 11 o’clock at night 
retired near to Constantina. Lieut. Col. Colborne performed this service in a 
most judicious and handsome maimer. 

The weather having been some time fine, and the waters of the Guadiana 
having subsided, and our preparations having, by Lieut. Col. Fletcher’s activity, 
been nearly completed for the siege of Badajoz, on the 3d of May I sent 3 bri- 
gades of infantry, a brigade of 6 pounders, and 2 squadrons of cavalry, under the 
orders of Major Gen, the Hon. W. Stewart, to invest Badajoz more closely, on the 
south of the river, which he performed with his usual zeal and attention on ilu' 
4th. On the 6th inst. I directed the march of the remaining divisions on Badajoz, 
one by Albuera, the other by Talavera, leaving the cavalry as before placed. *On 
the 7th I came before Badajoz with these divisions. Gen. Castahos furnished also 
to co-operate in the siege 2000 men, under the command of Brig. Don (’arlos 
de Espana. On the Stli I directed the brigade of Brig. Gen. Keminis, which had 
been previously placed on the Gevora, to proceed to the Torre of Engracia, 
about 2 miles from Badajoz, on the Campo Maior road, and to be joined there by 
the 17th Portuguese regt., 2 squadrons of cavalry, and four 6 pounders from 
Elvasj the force to meet at 3 o’clock in the morning, and the whole to be placed 
under the orders of the Hon. Major Gen. W. Lumley, to invest the north s'uie, 
and to attacl Fort San Cristoval, By some accident to the bearer of the orders to 
Brig. Gen. Remmis, the officer did not arrive at his post till 9 o’clock, the lion. 
Major Gen. Lumley, on the approach' of the light companies of the brigadis ad- 
vancing towards the town, with the force he brought from Eivas; t}u*"'garris(fn 
made a sortie upon it, but was immediately driven back, and the grenadim's ofihe 
17th regt. particularly distinguished themselves by charging tlie enemy, hcmlvd 
toy Col lurner; the detachment suffered the lo.ss as per return No. I. 

On the 8th, Lieut Col Fletcher, to protect the further approaciies, construcied 
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add nothing to what he has said of the conduct of all the officers and' 
troops, excepting to express my admiration of it, and my cordial concur- 
rence in the favorable reports made by Sir W, Beresford of the good 
conduct of all. 

As Sir W. Beresford frequently refers in the enclosed dispatches to the 


batteries against the Pardaleras and Picurina, on the heights commanding them, 
though at a considerable distance : and Capt. Squire, whom the Lieut Colonel 
had sent to superintend the works intended to be erected against San Cristoval, 
began his operations on the 8th. The breaking ground on that side immediately 
caused great jealousy to the enemy, and he opposed it by a most heavy fire of 
shot and shell, and on the morning of the 10th he made a sortie against the battery 
constructing, with about 1200 men, being within 500 yards of the place. He 
soon reached the battery, and it having, of the covering party allotted to it, only 
one light infantry company in it, the enemy got possession of it, but had it not 
for 2 minutes, as the whole of the covering party that was close to the battery on 
the slope of the hill immediately seized their ax*ms, and drove the enemy back 
with considerable loss to him, but I regret to say ours on this occasion must have 
been considerably greater, from our troops having exposed themselves to the shot 
and shell of the town and fort of San Cristoval, and the musketry from this latter. 

I annex the return of our loss on this day, and in it I have to lament being de- 
prived of the services of Col. Turner, who, in the very short time he had been in 
the Portuguese service, had given me the greatest satisfaction, and in these 2 days 
the most conspicuous proofs of his gallantry. 

I annex the returns of our further loss of men on the respective days that our 
operations against Badajoz continued, and the Hon. Major Gen. Lumley’s reports 
on the circumstances and consequences of the enemy’s sorties. 

On the 12th I received information from Gen. Blake that Marshal Soult had 
left Seville on the 10th, and with the avowed intention of coming to Badajoz, liis 
force stated to be 15,000 men ; and Gen. Latour Maubourg had already again moved 
upon and occupied Guadalcanal and Llerena, from which places the Count de 
Penne Villemur had been obliged to retire. As Gen. Blake had come down to 
Fregenal, and Gen. Ballesteros from Monasterio had pushed his advances within a 
league of Seville, I could not judge if this advance of Marshal Soult was merely to 
oblige these Generals to retire, and leave him undisturbed in Seville, or really, as 
it was given out to be, against me, and with the object of raising the siege of Ba- 
dajoz, and therefore continued my operations against the place, until the further 
advance of Soult should more clearly determine this point ; but in the middle of 
the night 1 received information from Gen. Blake and other quarters, of the rapid 
advance of Marshal Soult, and which left no doubt as to his intentions. I imme- 
diately sent to suspend operations against Badajoz, and to commence to remove to 
Elvas our guns and stores, which unfortunately had been nearly completed to what 
would have been wanted for the siege. 

By great exertions of Lieut. Col. Fletcher of the Royal Engineers, and Major 
Dickson of the Artillery, every thing was removed on the evening of the 15th* To 
Lietit. Gen, Leite’s (the Governor of the province of Alentejo) zeal and unwearied 
activity in whatever regards the service and welfare of his country, it is hut just 
to say we are on all occasions much indebted; and particularly on this, in the 
getting together the transports necessary to us, and in furnishing" and forwarding 
whatever else could be useful. I seize with pleasure this opportunity of giving to 
Gen, Leite that praise which he has ever so fully merited. 

I had been obliged, to cover the removal of the stores, &c., to leave the division 
of Major Gen, the Hon. G. L. Cole before Badajoz. Major Gen. Cole marclied 
from before Badajoz to join the army here at 2 o’clock on the morning of the 
I6tii ; and arrived about half an hour before the enemy made his attack. 

1 have, however, the satisfaction to inform your Lordship that the enemy cannot 
boast of having got a particle of our stores ; they were all safely lodged in Elvas, 
and, with the exception of Brig. Gen. Kemmis’s brigade, which was on the north 
side of the Guadiana, our troops were ail united on the morning of the 16th^ to 
meet the attack and oppo.se the march of Marslml Soult. 

» 2 ' 
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instructions from me, and to the correspondence between Gen. Castaiios 
and me ; and as I think it possible that the papers may not have reached 
England from Cadiz, I now transmit copies of my instructions to Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford, and of my letter to Gen. Castanos, on the plan of co* 
operation for the allied troops in the siege of Badajoz. 

Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B., to Lieut. Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. 

Albuera, 18th May, 1811. 

I have infinite satisfaction in communicating to your Lordship that the allied army, 
united here under my orders, obtained, on the 16th inst., after a most sanguinary contest, 
a complete victory over that of the enemy, commanded by Mavslial Soultj and 1 shall 
proceed to relate to your Lordship the circumstances. 

Jn a former report 1 have informed your Lordship of the advance of Marshal Soiilt from 
Seville, and I had in consequence judged it wise entirely to raise the siege of Badajoa;, and 
prepare to meet him with our united forces, rather than, by looking to two objects at once, 
to risk the loss of both. 

Marshal Soult, it appears, had been long straining every nerve to collect a force wliicli 
he thought fully suflicient to his object for the relief of Badajoz ; and for this purpose he liad 
drawn considerable numbers from the corps of Marshal Victor and Gen. Sebastiani, and 
jalso, I believe, from the French army of the centre. Having thus coni pi eted his prepara- 
tions, he marched from Seville on the 10th inst., with a corps then estimated at 15,0(10 or 
16,000 men, and was joined on descending into Estremadura by the corps undt;r Gen. 
Latour Maiibourg, stated to be 5000 men. 

His Excellency Gen, Blake, as soon as he learned the advance of Murslial Sorilt, in 
•strict conformity to the plan proposed by your Lordship, proceeded to form his junction 
with the corps under my orders, and arrived at Valverde in person on the 14th inst., where, 
■having consulted with his Excellency and Gen, Castanos, it was determined (o meet tins 
enemy and to give him battle. 

On finding the determination of the enemy to relieve Badajoz, I had broken up from 
before that place, and marched the infantry to the position in front of Valverde, except tlie 
division of Major Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole, which, with 2000 Spanish troops, I left to 
cover the removal of our stores. 

The cavalry, which had, according to orders, fallen back as the enemy advancetl, was 
joined at Marta by the cavalry of Gen. Blake; that of Gen. Castafios, under the 
“Conde de Penne Villemur, had been always with it 

As remaining at Valverde, though a stronger position, left Badajoz entirely ojKfn, I de- 
termined to take up a position (such as could be got, in this widely oj)en country) at this 
place, thus standing ■directly between the enemy and Badajoz. 

The army was therefore assembled here on the 15th inst. The corps of Gen, Blake, 
though making a forced march to eiTect it, only joined in the night, and could nut be 
placed in its position till the morning of the 16th inst ; when Gen, Cole’s division, wdth the 
Spanish brigade under Don Carlos de Espana, also joinOd, and a little before the commence- 
ment of the action. Our cavalry had .been forced on the morning of the I5th inst. to retire 
from Marta, and joined here. 

In the afternoon of that day the enemy appeared in front of us) The next morning 
our disposition for receiving him was made, being formed in 2 lines, nearly paralhd to 
the river Albuera, on the ridge of the gradual ascent rising from that river, and cov(‘ring 
the roads to Badajoz and Valverde, though your Lordship is aware that the whole fa<'e of 
this country is every where passable for all arms. Gen, Blake's corps wm on the right in 

lines ; its left, on the Valverde road, joined the right of Major Gen. the Hon. W, S(,<nvar(.’8 
division, die left of which reached the Badajoz road^ where commenced the right of Major 
Gen. Hamilton’s division, which closed the left of the line. Gen. Cole’s division, with one 
Brigade of Gen. Hamilton’s, formed the 2d line of the British and Portugue.se army. 

The, enemy, on the morning of the 16th, did not long delay his attack. At 8 o’clock he 
was observed to be in motion, and his cavalry was seen passing the rivulet of Albuera 
considerably above our right; and shortly after he marched out of the wood opposite to ii» 
a strong force of cavalry, and 2 heavy columns of infantry, pointing them to our iront, tis 
if to attack the village and bridge of Albuera. During this time, under cover of his Viwtly 
superior cavalry, he was filing the pincipal body of his infantry over the river beyond out 
right; and it was not long before bis intention appeared to be to turn m by that fiaiik and 
to cut us off from Valverde. 

Major Gen. Colels division was therefore ordered to form an oblique line to the rear of 
our right, with his own right thrown back; and the intention of the enemy to at tack our 
.right becoming, evident, I requested Gen, Blake to form paxt of his first line, and all his 
fiecond, to that ftont, which was done 
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I likewise enclose Gen. Castanos’ answer to my letter upon this subject, 
agreeing to carry into execution the plan proposed; and I beg to draw 
your Lordship’s attention to that part of the General’s letter in which, 
with great delicacy and propriety, he declines to agree to that part of the 
proposed plan which would have given him the command of the allied 

The enemy commenced his attack at 9 o’clock, not ceasing at the same time to menace 
oiir left ; and after a strong and gallant resistance of the Spanish troops, he gained the 
heights upon which they had been formed. Meanwhile the division of Major Gen. the 
Hon. W. Stewart had been brought up to support them, and that of Major Gen. Hamilton 
brought to the left of the Spanish line, and formed in contiguous close columns of bat- 
talions, to be moveable in any direction. The Portuguese brigade of cavalry, under Brig. 
Gen. Otway, remained at some distance on the left of this, to check any attempt of the 
enemy below the village. 

As the heights the enemy had gained raked and entirely commanded our whole position, 
it became necessary to ^lake every effort to retake and maintain them; and a noble one wag 
made by the division of Gen. Stewart, headed by that gallant officer. 

Nearly at the beginning of the enemy’s attack a heavy storm of rain came on, which, 
with the smoke from the firing, rendered it impossible to discern any thing distinctly. This, 
with the nature of the ground, had been extremely favorable to the enemy in forming his 
columns, and in his subsequent attack. 

The right brigade of Gen, Stewart’s division, under Lieut. Col. Colborne, first came into 
action, and behaved in the most gallant manner; and finding that the enemy’s column 
could not be shaken by fire, proceeded to attack it with the bayonet; and, while in the act 
of charging, a body of Polish lancers (cavalry), which the thickness of the atmosphere and 
the nature of the ground had concealed (and which was, besides, mistaken by those of the 
brigade, when discovered, for Spanish cavalry, and therefore not fired upon), turned it; 
and, being thus attacked unexpectedly in the rear, was unfortunately broken, and suffered 
immensely. The 31st regt., being the leUfc one of the brigade, alone escaped this charge, 
and, under the command of Major L’Bsfrange, kept its ground until the arrival of the 3d 
brigade, under Major Gen. Hoghton. The conduct of this brigade was most conspicu- 
ously gallant; and that of the 2d brigade, under the command of Lieut. Col. the Hon. A. 
Abercrombie, was not less so. Major Gen. Hoghton, cheering on his brigade to the charge, 
fell pierced by wounds. 

Tnougli the enemy’s principal attack was on this point of the right, he also made a con- 
tinual attempt upon that part of our original front at the village and bridge, which were 
deleiuled in tlie most gallant manner by Major Gen. Baron C. Alten, and the light infantry 
brigade of the German Legion, whose conduct was, in every point of view, conspicuously 
good. 7'hi8 point now formed our left, and Major Gen. Hamilton’s division had been 
brought up tliere ; and he was left to direct the defence of that point, whilst the enemy’s 
attack continued on our right, a considerable proportion of the Spanish troops supporting 
the defence of this place. 

The enemy’s (;avalry, on hia infantry attempting to force our right, had endeavored to 
turn it ; but, by tlie able manoeuvres of Major Gen. the Hon. W. Lumley, commanding 
the allied cavalry, though vastly inferior to that of the enemy in number, his endeavors 
were foiled. Major Geu. Cole, seeing the attack of the enemy, very judiciously bringing 
up his left a little, marched in line to attack the enemy’s left, and arrived most opportunely 
io contribute, with the charges of the brigades of Gen. Stewarts division, to force the enemy 
1o al»andon his situation, and retire precipitately, and to take refuge under his reserve. Here 
tin? Fusilier laigade particularly distinguished itself. He was pursued by the allies to a 
considerable distance, and as I’ar as 1 thought it prudent, with his immense superiority of 
cavalry ; and I contented myself with seeing him driven across the Albuera. 

I have every reason to s})eak favorably of the manner in which our artillery was served, 
and I'ouglit ; and Major Hartmann, commanding the British, and Major Dickson, com- 
manding the Portuguese, and the officers and men, are entitled to my thanks. The 4 
guns of the horse artillery, commanded by Capt. Le Fevre, did great execution on the 
enemy’s cavalry; and one brigade of Spanish artillery (the only one in the field) I saw 
equally gallantly and well served. We lost in the misfortune which occurred to the bri- 
gade commanded by Lieut, Col. Colborne (whom Gen. Stewart reports to have acted, and 
wiis then dieting, in a most noble manner, leading on the brigade ii 2 admirable order) one 
howitz(?r, which the enemy, before the arrival of the gallant Gen. Hoghton's brigade, had 
t ime to carry off with 200 or 300 prisoners of that brigade. After he had been beaten from 
this Ids priuci|)al attack lie still continued that near the village, on which he never could 
niiile any impression, or cross the rivulet, thoiigh I had been obliged to bring a very great 
proportion of the troops from it, to support the principal point of attack j but the enemy 
seeing his main attack defeated, relaxed in his attempt there also. The Portuguese division 
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army in the action, for which it was the object of the plan to provide, and 
proposes another mode of settling this delicate question, by which the 
command would'rest with Marshal Sir W. Beresford. I likewise enclose 
the copy of my answer to this last letter. 

All has remained quiet in Castille since I quitted that part of the 
country. The battalions of the Qth co rps belonging to regiments serving 

of Major Gen. Hamilton in every instance evinced the utmost steadiness and courage, and 
manmuvred equally well with the Britisl^^^ 

Brig. Gen. Harvey’s Portuguese brigade, belonging to Gen. Cole’s division, had an oppor- 
tunity of distinguisbirig itself when marching in line across the plain, by repulsing, witli 
toe utmost steadiness, a charge of the enemy’s cavalry. ^ 

It is impossible to enumerate every instance of discipline and valor shown on this severely 
contested day ; but there never were troops that more valiantly or more gloriously main- 
lamed the honor of their respective countries. I have not been able to particularise the 
Spanish divisions, brigades, or regiments, that were particularly engaged, because l am nut 
acquainted with their denominations or names ; ’‘but I have great pleasure in saying that 
tiieirbehaviour was* most gallant and honorable; and though, from the superior number 
and weight' of the enemy’s force, that part of them that were in the position attacked were 
obliged to cede the ground, it was after a gallant resistance, and they continued in good 
order to support their allies; and I doubt not his Excellency Gen. Blake will do ample 
justice on this head, by making honorable mention of the deserving. 

The battle commenced at 9 o’clock, and coidirmed without interruption till % in the 
afternoon, when, the enemy having been driven over the Albuera, for the remainder of the 
day there was but cannonading and skirmishing. 

It is impossible by any description to do justice to the distinguished gallantry of the 
troops ; but every individual most nobly did his duty, which will be well proved by the 
great loss we have suftered, though repulsing the enemy; and it was observed that our 
dead, particularly the 57th regt., were lying as they bad fought in ranks, and every wom»i 
was in front. 

Major Gen, the Hon. W. Stewart most particularly distinguished I)iimself,and conduced 
much to the honor of the day; he received 2 contusions, tmt would not quit the held. 
Major Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole is also entitled to every praise ; and I have to regret being 
deprived for some time of his services by the wound he has received. Ideut. Col, the Hon. 
A. Abercrombie, commanding the 2d brigade, 2d division, and Major L’Estrange, IHst 
regt., deserve to be particularly mentioned ; and nothing could exceed the conduct and 
gallantry of Col, Inglis’*' at the bead of his regiment To Major Gen. the Hon. W. 
Lumley, fur the very able manner in which he opposed the numerous cavalry of the enemy, 
and foiled him in his object, I am particularly indebted. To Major Gen. Hamilton, who 
commanded on the left during the severe attack upon our right, I am also much indebted ; 
and the Portuguese brigades of Brig. Gena. Fonseca and Arch. Campbell deserve to be 
mentioned. To Major Gen. C. Alien, and to the excellent brigade under his orders, I 
have much praise to give; and it is with great pleasure I assure your Lordship tliat the 
good and gallant conduct of every corps, and of every person, was in proportion to the 
opportunity that offered for distinguishing themselves. I know not an individual who did 
not do his duty. 

I have, I fear, to regret the loss to the service of Col. Collins, commanding a Portuguese 
brigade, his leg having been carried off by a cannon shot. He is an officer of great merit ; 
and I deeply lament the death of Major Gen. Hoghton, and of those 2 promising officers, 
Lieut. Col. Sir W. Myers and Lieut. Col. Duckworth. 

It is most pleasing to me to inform your Lordship, not only of the steady and gallant 
conduct of our allies, the Spanish troops under his Excellency Gen. Blake, but also to 
assure you that the most perfect harmony has subsisted between us ; and that Gen. Blake 
not only conformed in all things to the general line proposed by your Lordship, but in tiie 
details ; and in whatever I suggested to his Excellency I received the most immediate and 
cordial assent and co-operation ; nothing was omitted on his part to ensure the success of 
our united efforts ; and during the battle he most essentially, by his experience, knowledge, 
and zeal, contributed to its fortunate result. 

His Excellency the Capt. Gen. Castanos, who had united the few troops he had in a 
state to be brought into the field to mose of Gen. Blake, and placed them under his orders, 
assisted in person in the field ; and not only on this, but on all occasions, l am much 
indebted to Gen. Castanos, who is ever beforehand in giving whatever can be beneficial to 
toe success or the common cause, 

^ Though I unfortunately cannot point out the corps, or many of the individuals of the 
fepamsh troops, that distinguished themselves, yet I will not omit to mention.the nam«i of 

* The late Lieut. Gen. Sir H. IngHs, K.C.B. 
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in ihe corps d^arm^e in Andalusia had marched from Salamanca on or 
about the 15 th, and went towards Avila, and were to come by Madrid. 

I send this dispatch by Major (Lieut. Col.) Arbuthnot, the secretary of 
Marshal Sir W. Beresford, who was present in the battle of Albuera, and 
can give your Lordship any further information you may require ; and I 
beg leave to recommend him to your Lordship, 

Gen. Ballesteros, whose gallantry was most conspicnous, as of the corps he bad under his 
command; and tlie same of Gen. Xayas and of Don Carlos de Kspana. The Spanish 
cavahy have behaved extremely well; and the Conde de Peime ViUemur is particularly 
dtsfuwirig to he mentionetl. 

1 annex the return of our loss in this hard contested day : it is very severe ; and in addi- 
tion to it is the loss of the troops under his Excellency Gen. Blake, who are killed, missing, 
and wounded, but of which I have not the return. The loss of the enemy, though I cannot 
know what it is, must be still more severe. He has left on the field of battle about 2000 
dead, and we have taken from 900 to 1000 prisoners. He has had 5 Generals killed and 
wounded : of the former, Generals of Division, Werle and Pesim ; and Gazan and 2 others 
amongst the latter. His force was much more considerable than we had been informed of, 
as 1 do not think he displayed less than from 20,000 to 22,000 infantry, and he certainly 
had 4000 cavalry, witli a numerous and heavy artillery. His overbearing cavalry cramped 
ami confined all our operations, and, with his artillery, saved his infantry after its rout. 

He retired afier the battle to the groxind he had been previously on, hut occupying it 
in ])osition; and on this morning, or ratlier during the night:, commenced his retreat on 
tlie road he came towards Seville, and has abandoned Badajoz to its fate. He left a number 
of his woumled on the ground he liad retired to, and to whom we are administering what 
assislance we can. 1 have sent our cavalry to follow the enemy ; but in that arm he is too 
powerful for us to attempt any thing against him in the plains he is traversing. 

Thus we have reaped the advantage we proposed from our opposition to the attempts ot 
the enemy ; and, whilst he has been forced to abandon the object for which he has almost 
stripped Andalusia of troops, instead of having accomplished the haughty boasts with which 
Marshal KSoidt harangued his troops on leaving Seville, he returns there with a curtailed 
army, and, what perhaps may be still more hurtful to him, with a diminished reputation. 

Iti emnnerating the services I'eceived from the oflicers of my own stall*, 1 must particu- 
larly call your Lordship’s attention to those of Brig. Gen. d’Urhan, Q. M. G. to the Portu- 
guese army; and which I cannot sufiicieiitly praise, though I can appreciate. On all 
occasions I have felt the benefits of his talents and services, and more particularly on this, 
where they very essentially contributed to the success of the day : and I cannot here omit 
tlie name of Lieut. Col. Hardinge, D. Q. M. G. to the Portuguese troops, whose talents and 
exertions ileserve my thanks. To Brig. Geu, Mozlnho, A. G. of the Portuguese army, and 
to Lieut. Col. Rooke, A. A. G. to the united British and Portuguese force, and to Brig. 
Gen. Lemos, and to tlie ofiicers of my own personal stalT, I am imiebted for their assistance. 

To th<* services of Lieut. Col* Arbuthnot (Major in His Majesty’s service) I am also much 
indehhul ; and lie is tlie bearer of this to your Lordship, and is fully enabled to give you 
any furtlnn- information you may desire, and is most deserving of any favor your Lordship 
may he |)l(*ased to recommend him for to H. R. H. the Prince Regent. 

F.S, Major (len. Hamiltoids division, and Brig. Geu. Madden’s brigade of Portuguese 
cavalry, march to-morrow morning to reinvest Badajoz on the south side of the Guadiana. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the corps of the army under the immediate 
orders oi’ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B, in the battle witli the French army com- 
manded by Marshal Soult, at Albuera, on the 16th May, 1811. 


Officers, 

Non - commis- 
sioned officers 
& drummers. 

R. and F. 

Horses. 

Total loss of officers, 
non-commissioued 
officers, and R. F. 

Killed . . 

... 34 

33 

917 63 


Wounded • 

... 181 

146 

2666 35 

■■'2993"'' 

Missing . , ♦ 

. . T4 

28 ■ 

528 17 

570 


Tlic Fortoguesc loss, but not the Sj[muisli, is included in this return. 
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To tlie Ear! of Liverpool. Elvas, 22d May, 181 1. 

Referring to my dtispsitcli to yoni* Lordship of this dute, in wliichi I liEve 
enclosed the copies of a correspondence with Gen. Castanos^ on the co- 
operation of the allied troops in this quarter, I have to mention to your 
Lordship that, when I proposed that plan to Gen. Castanos, it was under- 
stood that the General, having been appointed to command the army in 
Galicia, as well as that in Estremadura, was aiming to establish his head 
quarters near mine ; and Marshal Sir W. Beresford would of course, as 
the senior to Gen. Blake, have had the command in the action, for which 
it was the object to provide; and this delicate question would thus have 
been settled in a manner satisfactory to all parties, and on the principle 
of the orders recently conveyed by your Lordship to Gen. Graham. 

Gen. Castanos, however, remained in Estremadura, contrary to my ex- 
pectations, and he has settled the question in a much more satisfactory 
manner ; hut in one which I couldnot with propriety have proposed ; and 
if I had proposed it, it would in all probability have been rejected. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

I enclose a letter of the 21st inst., which I have received from Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford,^ containing a letter from Gen. Gazan to Marshal Soult,t 
which liad been intercepted by some of our parties. Gen, Gazan, wounded 
himself, was marching with the wounded ; and from his account of tliose 
with him, from the account of those at Almendralejo, and those left on the 
ground at Aihuera, from the number found dead on the field, and the pri- 
soners, the Marshal computes the enemy's loss not to fall short of 9C)()() 
men. 

To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

As the 3d and ith divisions of the allied British and Portuguese army 
are on their march to this part of the country, and will arrive in the course 
of to-morrow and next day at Campo Maior, it is my intention to resume 
the operations of the siege of Badajoz, as soon as I shall be able to collect 
means of transport to move the stores and materials from hence to the 
ground in the neighbourhood of Badajoz ; by which time I shall see wliat 
line the enemy has taken, whether to retire entirely from the province, or 


* Marshal Beresford to Marshal Gen. Vise. Wellington. Albuera, 21st May, 1811. 

I have the honor to transmit to your Lordship the accompanying intercepted 
letters of some importance ; after the severe battle we had, it is satisfactory to 
know that our calculations of the enemy’s loss were not exaggerated, and you will 
see, by Gen. Gazan’s letter to Marshal Soult, that in killed 'and wounded’ it can- 
not he less than 8000 men.f Left dead on the field and taken, we have tin; know^- 
ledge of near .3000 ; Gen. Gazan states that he has more than 4000 wounded with 
him : 320 were at Almendralejo by the same letters ; Gazan says many have died 
on the road, and which we know must have been the case, as it is in the first few 
days that the bad cases die in numbers, and a precipitate retreat and want of con- 
venient carriage must increase the mortality. Thus we can scarcely calculate the 
loss of tlie enemy from these data at less than 9000 men. 

Our advance was close to Azauchal and Almendrakjo, and I propose putting *i 
strong column of infantry in march towards those places to-morrow mornim^ and 
shall accompany it. ^ 


f See Appendix, No. II. 
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to maintain a position in the mountains within it. I have likewise ordered 
here the 2d. hussars, which will arrive in a few days. 

The troops marching with Gen. Drouet, mentioned in my dispatch 
marked A of this date, cannot arrive at Toledo, where it is said they are to 
cross the Tagus, till the end of the month ; and I should hope that by that 
time I may have made some progress in the operations of the siege. How- 
ever, so much depends upon means of transport, which it is difficult to 
collect, and so large a proportion of the means we possess are employed 
in the removal of the wounded in the action of the 16th, that I cannot be 
certain of being able to effect my object. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 22d May, 1811. 

Your Lordship will be anxious to know what measures I propose to 
adopt, in order to render the several battalions of the army, which have 
been lately employed in this quarter, more efficient. I propose imme- 
diately to form the 2 battalions of the *Ith regt. into one; and to send the 
officers and non-commissioned officers of the 2d batt. home to England ; 
and the same with the 48th regt 

As soon as I shall receive your Lordship^s reply to my private letter of 
the 7th inst., on the subject of the battalions therein referred to, I intend, 
if the plan which I proposed should be approved of, to apply it to all the 
regiments which have suffered severely in the late action ; viz., the 3d or 
Buffs, 29th, 57th, the 2d batt. 66th, the 2d batt. 31st, and to any others 
to wMch it can in my opinion he applied with advantage; and I will send 
home to recruit such proportions of the officers and non-commissioned 
officers of each as I may think can be spared from this country with ad- 
vantage, classed in companies; keeping here such number of companies 
as there will be men to fill. 

By the time I shall receive your Lordship’s answer to that letter I shall 
be able to judge of the real amount of the loss which we have sustained ; 
as men, supposed to be and returned as prisoners, are constantly appearing 
with all the regiments who, having been sent from the field of battle with 
wounded officers or soldiers, and having been still absent when the returns 
were made out, were returned as missing. It may be expected also, that 
a large proportion of the wounded will soon he fit for service. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 23d May, 1811, J before 4, p.m. 

I have received your letters of this day, and I still think that the enemy 
mean to hang about the limits of Estremadura ; so that you should be cau- 
tious in your advance. Blake has written to Alava respecting his cavalry, 
which he wants to have at his disposal; and you had better send it to him. 
Will not his division at Feria be a little exposed? 

We have letters from England to the 9th. Affairs appear to he coming 
to blows in the north of Europe. People are in great good humour with 
the affairs of Portugal. I believe the 1 1th dragoons have sailed, and they 
have authorised me to send for the Enniskillen dragoons. 

Drouet marched towards Avila, on the 17th, with 17 hattaHons. Mas- 
»ena has gone to France, with many other General officers.^ 

♦ See Appendix, No. III. 
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To tlie Earl of Liverpool. ^ ^ 

I have received your letters of the 28th April and 7th May, regarding 
the remoants for the cavalry,; and I write to Adm. Berkeley to send trans- 
ports to Cork to bring to Portugal 200 horses of the artillery, and 080 of 
the Eimiskillen dragoons ; to send all the other horse transports to Ply- 
mouth. I rather believe, however, that all the transports are hy this tiine 
gone home, and that transports must be taken from those coming out 
with the horses to remount the cavalry and artillery, and with the 11 th 
light dragoons.' ' 

The enemy’s superioritjnow consists in his cavalry alone; and I should 
entertain no doubt of any of our concerns, if ours were complete : how- 
ever, that on the frontier of Beira is coming about, and I shall bring the 
11th dragoons here. 

I think it would he desirable to keep in this country only 3 squadrons, 
or 6 troops of each regiment, and 2 squadrons, or 4 troops at home ; the 
home squadrons could then supply the casualties, as well of men as of 
horses of those abroad ; and we should have at all times an equally efficient 
cavalry at a smaller expense. If this arrangement were agreed to, I can 
easily carry it into execution. It must he recollected, however, that the 
Peninsula is the grave of horses; I have lost no less than 12 for my own 
riding since I have been here, and many more of an ordinary kind. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elva% 2Sd May, 181 L 

I am obliged to you for your letter of the 7tli, regarding the jaiblic.a 
tion of my dispatches. I generally confine myself to a relation of facts', 
and seldom give any opinion upon them, and always send the same dis- 
patches to the Portuguese government, with the exception only of a,ny 
detail to which it may refer, which is purely a British concern: 1 t.lum 
mark in the Portuguese dispatch those facts which, in my opinion, ought 
not to be published ; but that opinion goes no farther than to what appc^nrs 
to me that it would he inconvenient that the enemy should obtain a know- 
ledge of, and seldom to circumstances which it would be dtisirable to 
withhold from the knowledge of the public. 

I shall, with your Lordship’s permission, adopt the same practice with 
my dispatches to you, and mark with a pencil in the margin those parts 
which, in my opinion, ought not to be puhlivshed; leaving it to you after- 
wards to omit such other parts as you may think proper. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. El vas, 23d May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 8th. 

When Hill comes he must return to his command; and I must confine 
Beresford to the management of the detail of the Portuguese army, whiclt 
has suffered from his employment in this campaign, as well as from otlier 
circumstances. I should like to have Gen. Graham; but I ratlier tliink 
that your Lordship’s letters don’t go so far as to allow me to call him to 
this country, till the force at Cadiz shall be reduced to 2000 men. 

^ You see from my dispatches how affairs are here. Soiilt liad south of the 
Sierra Morena an army of about 53,000 effectives on the 25tli hlarcli, iiu 
eluding what is called the Catholic army, which is Dessolles’ reserve, timi 
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was sent to him from the army of the centre, of this immher 7000 are 
cavalry. Droiiet is marching to him with 17 battalions, which, however, 
are weak, and can scarcely make 3000 men, and some cavalry, of which 
I don’t exactly know the number. From this force must be deducted 
the losses since the 25th March, which cannot be less than 10,000 men, 
including the battle of the 16th May, and the garrison of Badajoz about 
2500 ; and Soult will remain, when Drouet arrives, with about 50,000 
effective men. From this statement you will see that, supposing that I can 
get through the siege of Badajoz, it will be impossible to do more to the 
southward, till I shall have closed the door upon Beira, by obtaining 
possession of Ciudad Rodrigo : indeed I am thinking of bringing another 
division from Gastille, in order to make sure of Badajoz, in consequence 
of Beresford’s large losses ; but I can scarcely venture to do that, and cer- 
tainly cannot do more, without exposing to risk the frontier of Beira. 

Fortunately for me, the French armies have no communication, and one 
army no knowledge of the position or of the circumstances in which the 
other is placed; both depend upon orders from Paris, whereas I have a 
knowledge of all tlmt passes on all sides. From this knowledge I think I 
may draw more troops from Beira for my operations against Badajoz ; but 
I cannot venture farther south till I shall get Ciudad Rodrigo, without 
exposing all to ruin. I beg, therefore, that people in England will have 
pathmce about Cadiz, and allow us to do our work gradually. 

1 should feel no anxiety about the result of any of our operations, if the 
Spaniards were as well disciplined as the soldiers of that nation are brave, 
and if they were at all moveable ; but this is, I fear, beyond all hope ; all 
our losses have been caused by this defect. At Talavera the enemy would 
have l)een destroyed, if we could have moved the Spanish array; at 
All)uera, tlic natural thing would have been to support the Spaniards on 
tlie riglit with the Spaniards who were next to them ; hut any movement 
of tliat body would have created inextricable confusion ; and it was neces- 
sary to support tlie right with British, and thus the great loss fell upon 
our troops ; in the same way, I suspect, the difficulty and danger of moving 
tlie Spanish troops was the cause that Gen. La Pena did not support Gen. 
Graham at Barrosa. 

1 am glad to hear such good accounts of affairs in the north. God send 
tliat they may prove true, and that we may overthrow this disgusting 
tyranny: however, of this I am very certain, that whether true or not at 
present, something of the kind must occur before long, and, if we can only 
hold out, we shall yet see the world relieved. 

To S. Wliitbread, Esq. Elvas, 23d May, 181 L 

I was most highly gratified by your letter of the 29th April, which I 
received last night; and I beg leave to return my thanks for the nxode in 
which you have taken the trouble of informing me of the favorable change 
of your opinion respecting affairs in this country. 

I acknowledge that I was much concerned to find that persons^ for whom 
I entertained the highest respect, and whose opinions were likely to have 
great weight in England and throughout Europe, had delivered erroneous 
opinions, as I thought, respecting affairs in this country ; and I prized their 
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judgments so highly, at the same time that I was certain of the error of 
the opinion which they had delivered, that I was induced to attribute their 
conduct to the excess of the spirit of party. 

I assure you that, highly as I am gratified and flattered by the approba- 
tion of * , and yourself and others, that which gives me most 

pleasure in the account which I received last night from England, is to be 
convinced that such men could not be unjust towards an officer in the 
service of the country abroad ; and that the opinions which they had deli- 
vered, however unfavorable to him, were the real dictates of their judg- 
ments, upon a fair view of all the circumstances which had come to their 
knowledge. To the gratification arising from this conviction to one who 
appears destined to pass his life in the harness, you have added that which 
I received from your obliging letter ; and 1 assure you that I am very 
sensible of tbe kindness towards me which induced you to write to me. 

To the Junta of La Mancha. Villar Pormoso, 24th May, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter by Los Senores Don 
Joaquim Gomez and Don Ramon Rodriguez Belasco, and it would give 
me great satisfaction to have it in my power to assist the province of La 
Mancha with arms; but I have at present none in my possession ; and I 
request you to apply to Mr. Wellesley, His Majesty’s minister at Cadiz, 
for arms. 

Memorandum for Col. Murray, Q. M. G. Elvtis, 24th May, 1811. 

The siege of Badajoz to be undertaken immediately, and to be carried 
on by the following troops ; the 3d, 'Ith, and Gen, Hamilton’s divisions 
of infantry, the 11 th Portuguese regt. from the garrison of Elvus, 
regiments of militia from the garrison of Elvas, Gen. Madden’s 
brigade of cavalry, 3000 Spanish troops, the 2 companies of Portuguese 
artillery from Lisbon, and 300 artillery from the garrison of Elvas. 

The British and Portuguese cavalry, and the 2d and 4th divisions of 
allied infantry, with the cavalry attached to them, and the Spanish divi- 
sions under Gens. Castaiios and Blake, will cover the operation. 

On the 25th inst. the 1th division of infantry will take up its ground 
to invest the place on the right of the Guadiana. This division is to be 
joined, and to bring with it a brigade of Portuguese 6 pounders from the 
3d division. The 17th Portuguese regt. and one regiment of militia are 
likewise to march from the garrison of Elvas on the 25th, and to join the 
1th division on the ground ; and Brig. Gen. Madden is to send across the 


Cr. O. Elvas, S4th May. jsn. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has great satisfaction in communicating to the array 
letters from the Speakers of the Houses of Lords and Commons of the United Kingdom, of 
the unanimous approbation of the Lords and Commons of their services. 

2. ^ The Commander of the Forces takes this opportunity of again returning his thanks to 
the General officers, officers, and troops, for the uniform support he has received from the 
former, and for the good conduct of the latter, by which alone those services liave been per- 
formed which have received the approbation of the two Houses of Parliament. 

a. The Commander of the Forces requests Marshal Sir W. C. Reresford will take 
measures to communicate these orders, and the accompanying vote of tlianks, tv the whole 
Portuguese army. 
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Guadiana, above the town, one regiment of Ms cavalry to join Major Gen, 
Honstoun. 

On the 25th inst. the flying bridge is to be placed on the Guadiana at 
the place fixed upon ; and Major Dickson and Lieut. Col. Fletcher are to 
commence forming their depdts for the attack of the place, to be conti- 
nued from day to day till they shall be prepared to break ground, accord- 
ing to the means of transport which will be supplied to them. 

To Major Qai. Howortk Blvas, 24tliMay, 181L 

I have received your letter of the 22d, and I agree in opinion with you 
that it is best to change one German for a British complete brigade : I 
have therefore ordered another company of artillery with guns to march 
from Lisbon, according to the terms of the enclosed copy of a letter to 
Gen. Peacocke. Col. Framingham is forward with the troops; and I 
don’t think it expedient to wait to send orders through him. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K,B, Elras, 24th May, 1811. 

I received this day your letters of the 22d, and that of the 23d of 1 

P.M- ' 

I think the French are about to do exactly what I expected, viz., col- 
lect their army about the Tagus. Having sent 17 battalions of the 9th 
corps to the southward, and the officers and non-commissioned officers of 
the 3d battalions of regiments to France, they are not so strong in infantry 
even as you are, and Marmont’s movement is decidedly this way, or far- 
ther to the rear. Murray sends you a route this day for the march here 
of Gen. Howard’s brigade, and of Col. Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade ; 
and as these troops will be within your reach for 2 or 3 days after they 
shall have marched, I beg you to stop them, and to order them to rejoin 
you if you should find that the enemy is moving towards you, notwith- 
standing my expectations to the contrary, as above expressed. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Marmont, which 1 beg you to forward 
the moment you receive it : in order that he may believe I am still at 
Villar JAirmoso, I date it the 25th. 

The Ih)rtuguese government have determined to repair the fort of 
Almeida, upon which subject I shall write to you hereafter. The French 
liave retired to Llerena. 


To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 23d from Almendralejo, but not that 
from Villa Franca, and I cannot tell therefore what disposition you have 
made. Tlie 3d division having, however, arrived this day at Campo Maior, 
i have determined to go on with the siege of Badajoz; and I send you a 
copy of the memorandum which I arranged this day for our operations. 
I have ordered Gen. Howard’s and Col. Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade 
from lieira to this place ; the 2d hussars can scarcely be here •before the 
2gth. 

My news from Salamanca is, that Marmont,’*^ who now commands the 
* Armee'de Portugal^' is about to move, as it is said, towards Avila; this 

* See xlppendix, No. in. and No, XT. 
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looks like remforcing tl)is point. 1 shall make corresponding movements 
with our army of Beira, particularly the cavalry. 

I should be very glad if we were together for a few days ; for we have 
a monstrous quantity of business to settle of different descriptions. Could 
we not bring out of Abrantes Lobo’s regiment, at least, in our existing 
dearth of troops ? Hill is arrived in Lisbon. 

Although Ais place is the most convenient for head quarters for 
the siege, I don’t know whether it is not too far for the conduct of tlie 
operations of the covering army: however, there is no hurry in deciding 
that point, and I wait to receive your distribution of the force which you 
sent from Villa Franca. 

To Brig. Gen. Peacocke. El vas, 24th May, 181 L 

Besides the company of artillery ordered to Elvas by my letter of the 
20th inst. I have to request that another company of artillery, with a 
brigade of 6 pounders, and as many horses as there may be at Lisbon to 
draw the guns, and the usual complement of drivers and artificers for a 
brigade of artillery, may be sent to Elvas as soon as may be convenient. 
If there are at Lisbon a sufficient number of horses fit for service to draw 
the guns, they are to be sent to Aldea Galega, and to march by the usual 
route. If there are not, the guns are to he sent by water to Abrantes, and 
the men and horses are to march to that place, and a report is to be made 
to the Q. M. G. of the day they shall arrive there. 

I request you to give these orders to Col. Fisher, and inform him that 
I shall send a copy of them to Gen* Howorth. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 

Since I addressed you on the 22d inst. I have received reports that 
Marshal Soult had retired to Llerena; and the 3d and 1th divisions hav- 
ing arrived at Campo Maior, I have given directions that Badajc)!Z may be 
closely invested on the right of the Guadiana to-morrow-; and I propose 
forthwith to recommence the operations of the siege. 

I learn from Castille that the Prince d’Essling, Gens. Junot, Loison, 
and others, had set out for France; and that the 3 corps d'armee, the 2d 
6th, and 8th, had been formed into 6 divisions, still called the ^Armee^de 
Portugal^' having for its commander in chief the Due de Kaguse, and 
Gen. Regnier as second in command.* 

Marshal Sir W. Beresford reports that the greatest number of tlie offi- 
cers and men returned missing in the action of the 16th inst. have rejoined 
their regiments. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 

I write you a few lines, thinking it possible that my letter may over- 
take Col. Arhuthnot, or that, at all events, it will he in time for the packet, 
on Sunday. 

I hear from Salamanca that the ^ Armie de PortugaV are about to 
move; and it is reported, and I think it probable from the movement of 
their detachments, that they are about to approach the Tagus : howeveri 
L am ready for them at all points. 

* See Appendix, No. IIL 
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Droiiet has witli him 17 battalions and some cavalry, as a reinforce- 
ment for the troops in Andalusia, and they may join about the second 
week in June. I don’t know when Marmont will be ready to co-operate 
with Soult : however, as the siege of Badajoz can be raised with so much 
ease, and without loss of any kind, whenever it may be necessary, I have 
thought it best to lose no time about it, and to adopt every measure to get 
that place, if I can, before the enemy’s troops can join ; and if I cannot, 
to raise the siege and fight a battle, or not, as I may find most proper, 
according to the state of our respective forces. I think that, if you intend 
to reinforce this army, yoti should send the men out soon. 

'l%e rfjf, G. to Mqfor Dmuman, commg. Royal horse artillery^ 24th May, 1811. 

I have not failed to lay your letter of the 17th hist, before the Commander of 
the Forces, and I am directed by his Lordship to observe that the promotion to 
which he was directed to recommend was not to be confined solely to the Light 
division, but the selection was to be made from the army generally. His Excel- 
lency took a larger proportion from the Light division for their eminent services, 
and he is fully aware of the services that have been individually performed by 
Capts. Bull and Eoss, but their seniority in the army, compared with many 
ofiicers in this country, cannot fairly, at present, bring them forward. I trust, 
therefore, that the knowledge of the Commander of the Forces’ good opinion of 
tlu‘zeal and abilities which the above officers have displayed, will me as gratifying 
to them as if Ins Excellency had more power to recompense tlieir several merits. 

Au Marljcbal Marmont, Due do Raguse. 

All Quartier G^n^ral de I’Arm^e Anglaise, ce 25 Mai, 1811. 

Je n’ai re^u quo la 22”^ la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait Phon- 
neur de m’adresser le IG®’® de ce mois; et j’ai tardd d’y envoyer une 
r«^ponse jusqu’h ce que j’aie pii savoir si le Colonel La Motte dtait toujours 
k Celorico, oii on Pavait envoyd. Je suis fA,che de vous faire savoir qu’il 
dtait deja parti pour Lisbonne, mais si vous voulez avoir la bonte d’ en- 
voyer M. le Lieut. CoL Hill aux avant postes de I’armde, j’aurai soin que 
M, le Col. La Motte soit tout de suite renvoye a Parmee Franqaise. 

Pen de Jours aprt^s que M. le Prince d’Essling eut pris le commande- 
ment de Parmde qui est k present sous les ordres de votre Excellence, je 
lui avals proposd que les chirurgiens et les officiers des autres ddpartemens 
civils des armees fussent considdrds comme non combattans, et que s’ils 
dtaient pris, ils seraient rendiis des deux cutes. Mais son Excellence ne 
m’a donnd aiicime reponse sur cette proposition, malgre qu’elle fut accom- 
pagnee par PofFre de lui rendre quelques officiers de santd de Parmee 
Fraiiqaise qui avaient etd pris. Apres, quand toute Pambulance de Parmee 
Franqaise fut prise a Coimbra, son Excellence m’a proposd que les officiers 
dasaiitd seraient censes non combattans, et que les non combattans seraient 
rendus de part et d’autre. Mais c’^tait alors trop tard ; car dans le temps 
qui s’etait passe, depuis que je lui fis la memo proposition, j’avais requ la 
copie des pieces d’une nt^gociation entre les gouvernemens Anglais et 
Franqais pour IMcbange des prisormiers de guerre, par lesquelles j’ai vu 
que les non combattans de toute espece, des voyageurs, des marchands 
qui suivaient leurs afiaires, des personnes qui n’avaient rien a faire avec 
la giKUTf^, dth.enus en France quand elle a malheureusement coiiimencee^ 
tjtaient censes prisonniers de guerre, et devaient tee changers comme tel 
en cartel, pour des officiers et des soldats de Parmee Franqaise. 
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II n’est plus done dans mon pouvoir de mettre en libertd quelque pri« 
sonnier que ce soit, comme non combattant ; et je le regrette d autant 
plus, que j’aurais eu le plus grand plaisir a me rendre aux dt^sirs de votre 
Excellence en faveur de M. le Sous Inspecteur Ville sur Arce. 

Ta Lieut. Geti. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Elves, 25th May, 181 1, 4 p.m. 

I have received your letter of the 23d. I understand from O’Lawlor 
that you have sent our friends at Salamanca 1000 dollars, and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will give direction that they may have 2000 more, 
making in the whole 3000 dollars. ' 

We have invested Badajoz on this side this day. Nothing new. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Blvas, 25th May, 1811, p.m. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will send hack Gen, Mad- 
den’s brigade to the siege of Badajoz ; and if you will write to Gen. Leite 
to let Its have as many regiments of militia as will make up 1000 men, 
for the attack on each side of the river. 

To the Rt. Hon. J. Villiers. Elvas, 25th May, 1811. 

I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of yesterday, and I am very 
much -obliged to you for it. 

No man can appreciate better than yourself the difficulties with which 
I have had to contend ; hut I believe that you are not aware of all of 
them.. I persevered in the system which I thought best, notwithstanding 
that it was the opinion of every British officer in the country that I ought 
to embark the army; while, on the other hand, the Portuguese civil 
authorities contended that the war ought to he maintained on tlio frouthu*, 
for which they wanted not only physical force, hut the means of pro- 
viding for the force which they could produce in the field* 1 believe 
nothing but something worse than firmness could have carried me through 
the 9 months’ discussion with these contending opinions. To this add 
that people in England were changing their opinions almost with the 
wind, and you will see that I had not much to look to excepting myself. 

I am concerned to tell you, who are interested in every thing concern- 
ing this country, that we are in rather an uncomfortable state with the 
Portuguese government. In August last, Principal Sousa was appointed 
to the government; and, at the same time, we learned that he was a kind 
of agent of an intrigue to remove Beresford from the command of the 
army, and to give it to the Duke of Brunswick, which you will readily 
believe was not very agreeable to me. He then began the persecution of 
French partisans, and nobody was exempt from his accusation. Mozinho, 
Demos, even Sodrd, were accused, and would have been sent off, if I had 
not set my face against such proceedings, of which, by the bye, he after- 
wards said we were the authors ; and, as he was appointed with a view to 
curb ‘ the despotism of the Secretariat,’ as calls it, he imme- 

diately made a dart at Forjaz, the instrument of which, since you had 
arrived at Lisbon, the servants of the British government had availed 
themselves to manage the affairs of Portugal. 

Then there was no subject in which the mischievous activity of hii 
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mind did not interfere, and he was the most active partisan of carryinp* 
on the war on the frontier ; and, in his conversations upon this subject, 
was so indiscreet as to infuse into the militia of Lisbon opinions so dan- 
gerous, that Beresford and I thought it expedient to honor these corps by 
calling them to the army, providing others for the duties of the city. 
Then, by his influence in the Regency, he delayed, by the discussions on 
this point, all the measures which had been recommended early in the 
summer for the removal of persons, property, and provisions, and render- 
ing useless the mills, till it was too late; and to him is to be attributed 
the length of time which the French were enabled to remain in the 
country. 

These circumstances brought me into direct discussion with this gen- 
tleman ; and I complained of him to the Prince, in a letter which I wrote 
in December last, and sent open to the Regency, in which I told the 
Prince that it was my opinion that it would not be to his advantage to 
retain Principal Sousa and me in his service at the same time. To this 
letter the Prince has sent an answer which shows that intrigue is hard at 
work in Brazil. 

However, upon all this I should be indifferent, as it must be indifferent 
to me who are the Governors of the Kingdom, only that things are grow- 
ing to such a state as to threaten the existence of the country, if the 
French should be able again to invade it. We can get the government 
to do nothing. All the departments of the army are worse than useless. 
The army is not near complete ; indeed we have not 20,000 Portuguese 
troops in the field; and some circumstances have occurred lately which 
have demonstrated the positive danger resulting from the system on which 
we are acting to such a degree, as to induce me to tell our government 
that it was my opinion that the British army ought not to be exposed 
to it, if the French should again be able to get the superiority in the 
country. 

Forjaz has sent in his resignation ; Mr. Stuart no longer attends the 
Regency, I have no intercourse with them ; and I think this country will 
be lost, should the French be again able to attack it, if we cannot re-esta- 
blish the influence of Great Britain (not of ) in the coun- 

cils of Brazil. After all that you have done here, this account will not 
he very pleasing to you ; but it is perfectly true, and I assure you that I 
liave not exaggerated the consequences which are likely to follow from 
this state of things. The worst is, that I don’t know how they can be 
remedied. The removal of Principal Sousa from the government would 
not now answer ; and I don’t know what will, excepting a radical change 
of system in the government, as well here as in Brazil. 

P.S. I hope that the people in England will not be out of temper with 
the loss in Beresford’s action with Soult: it was owing to the Spaniards, 
who could not be moved. Beresford was rather in a hurry in making his 
returns, and nearly all the men returned missing have since joined their 
regiments. 

To tlio Rt. Hun. l..ord Eldon, Txn*d High Chancellor. Elvas 25th May, 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 29th 

von. V. ."B 
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Aprils in which your Lordship enclosed the resolutions of the House of 
Lords of the 26th April, expressing the approbation of their Lordships of 
the conduct of the army under my command, during the late campaign in 
Portugal, which I have communicated, according to your Lordship’s 
desire, to the allied British and Portuguese armies. 

The approbation of the House of Lords must be highly gratifying to 
the General ofhcers and officers, by whose able assistance and support, and 
to the troops, by whose good conduct, discipline, and bravery (under Pro- 
vidence), the service has been performed, which their Lordships have 
been pleased to distinguish in this manner; and I request your Lordship 
to convey to the House of Lords the expression of my gratitude for the 
favor with which they have been pleased to view my endeavors to serve 
His Majesty, and for the high honor which their Lordships have conferred 
upon me. I likewise request your Lordship to accept my acknowledg- 
ments for the handsome terms in which your Lordship has conveyed to 
me the sentiments of the House of Lords. 

[jd letter in nearly the same terms io the jRt. lion, C. Ahbotfj Speaker of the Motm of 
Vommom*'\ 

The A.G, to /. P. Boys, Esq,, Deputy Paymaster General, May, 181 1, 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to state to you that, in cmwe- 
querice of the number of wounded officers at Coimhx’a, ami entirely without 
money, his Excellency judges it necessary, although it slimild appear out of the 
regular course, that you should advance a sum of money, £100 sterling, to Ca|)t* 
Kipping, the Commandant at that station. I’his sum will be distributed as lu^ may 
think proper, taking the receipts of the several officers to whom Im may advaueo 
any money ; and Cant. Kipping will send you an account of his issues, winch you 
will he pleased to charge to the accounts of the paymasters of the regiments to 
which the officers shall belong. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Elvas, 26tlrMay, 1811, ntKm. 

I have just now received your letter of the 24th. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will desire Gen. Ho worth to report par- 
ticularly on the 8 pounders you mention as being in Almeida, whether our 
9 pounder shot will fit them; and whether he has, in that part of the 
country, or can get, horses to horse them: if he has not, I think he had 
better make arrangements to send them down to Coimbra by bullocks, 
and thence to Lisbon by sea. 

I don’t yet understand what the French are about on your side : 1 
should think a movement towards the Tagus the most probable; buttiiis k 
not yet quite clear, and their preparation of biscuit at such a distance as 
Llerena does not look like it. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 26tli May, 1811. 

I received by the last mail the duplicate of your letter of the 28ih 
April, respecting Santona; and by the messenger afterwards, the origimil ; 
to which I should have replied by the opportunity which imnuHlkUdy 
offered in the departure of Lieut. Col. Arhuthnot, if ray letter of the 7th 
inst. had not contained an opinion on the principle of the opctratiori 
proposed. 

I have no doubt of the utility of such an establisliment on tlje northerii 
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coast, as it is proposed to have at Santoha; but I believe you will find 
that the demands for your force in this country, and at Cadiz, are fully 
equal to what you can supply; and I am convinced that not a man that 
could he sent here ought to be diverted to any other part of the Peninsula. 
It is impossible to say, without knowing more of the ground than I do 
(for I have no plan), whether the number of men you propose to send to 
Santoha would be able to hold the ground till it could be so strengthened 
as to render the tenure of it quite secure. From Gen. Walker’s report 
and opinion, I should say that 4000 men would he able to hold it, and I 
have no doubt, from the description, that it might be made so strong as 
to be almost impregnable; but I would beg to refer your Lordship to 
one of the enclosures, viz., the letter from Capt. Birch, of the 1st Sept 
1808, and you will see from his description of the peninsula and the 
harbour, that even when the former shall he secured, parts of it, and the 
whole of the harbour, will he exposed to fire from the opposite shore ; and 
indeed this opinion appears confirmed by Capt. Digby’s report on the 
harbour of Santofia of the 14th Sept 1808. 

If it be correct, then, we should have possession, when we should have 
fortified it, only of this barren peninsula, with which the communication 
would be difficult by sea, as we could not use the harbour ; and with which 
the communication would be impossible by land, if the enemy should 
maintain near it a superior force to that which we should have within it 
The proposal to occupy Santona, however, is founded upon a notion that 
the whole of the neighbouring provinces would immediately rise in arms ; 
and that this place would immediately he the centre and foundation of 
their operations. I should be inclined to doubt this effect of our oe'eupy- 
ing this place ; and, whatever might he the case eventually, I have no 
doubt that in the fii'st instance your force would have to stand the attack 
of whatever troops Bessi^res would bring against them. There is now 
here a very good officer, Gen. Abadia, who is going to command in Galicia, 
and I shall turn his mind to this operation. I shall desire him to consult 
with Gen, Walker, or the British agent at Coruna, respecting the means 
required, and the troops which he must furnish ; and when the experiment 
sliall have been tried in this way, your Lordship will he able to determine 
whether you will give any or what support to the establishment which 
will be formed there. 

77ie J,G. id l)i\ B’anc/tf Inspector <i/ hospit ah* 26tli May, 1811. 

Mr. Briscall having represented again to the Commander of the Forces the 
circumstance of the men at Elvas, Lisbon, &c., being all buried, in a state of 
nudity, in one large pit or grave, and as it would be desirable so far to remedy 
this as to provide some old blankets or coarse canvas for the bodies, I am 
desired by bis Excellency to call your attention to this subject, and request that 
you will communicate with the Purveyor accordingly, to ascertain if no mode can 
be devised of burying the soldiers in a more decent manner. If they can be 
furnished in any mode with old blankets, or coarse canvas, or old sacks, directions 
might be given as to their being interred in separate graves, which would be more 
Cfuisonant to tlie usual practice, and not offend the delicacy of the inhabitants of 
Lisbon, which Mr, Briscall strongly observes on. It appears to me that it may 
easily be managed for the soldiers to be decently buried at no great expense. 

. . , ' e '2 ■ 
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Elvaa/m May, 1811. 

I am very glad to hear that you are returned in good health, and I hope 
that we shall see you soon. 

You will have heard of events here, which I hope will enable iis to 
obtain possession of Badajoz, upon which we are busily employed. 

To liieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Elvas, 27th May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 25th, 6 p.m. ; and I enclose an answer 
for Gapt — — , which I beg you to peruse, and forward to him. 

I don’t think it clear that the French have moved more troops yet from 
the Tormes than the battalions of the 9th corps. However, there can be 
no inconvenience in the movements which you have made, as the 1st and 
Light divisions will be as near their positions on the ground pointed out 
in my memorandum of the 16th, almost as they would be where they 
were before, and equally near their provisions, which must come from 
Celorico. 

P.S. Nothing new here. The heavy dragoons cut up some of the 
enemy on the 25th. 

To Brig. Gen. Peacocke. Elvas, 27tlji May, 1811. 

Orders will go by this occasion for the 11th light dragoons to march to 
this place, as soon as they shall be disembarked and prepared to niove. I 
am excessively anxious that this regiment should reach the army in good 
order; and I particularly request you to point out to the Commanding 
officer how much the condition of his horses will depend upon the atten- 
tion paid to them by the officers and men on their first arrival, and on tlie 
care with which they are at first moved. 

Great attention should likewise he paid to the mode of feeding and 
watering the horses, as pointed out repeatedly in General Orders ; and I 
recommend that inquiry should be made from the officers of dragoons, and 
veterinary surgeons at Lisbon, regarding the mode of treating the prevail- 
ing disorder among the horses in this country, in case those of the llth 
should he attacked with it on the march. Great attention should like- 
wise be paid to the hacks of the horses ; they will otherwise suffer very 
materially. 

To the Commissary General. Elvas, 37th May, 1811. 

I gave directions some time ago that the Engineer should construct 
certain jetties at Fort S. Julian for the convenience of embarking and 
disembarking stores there, and he was to he assisted by means from tlie 
arsenal by Col, Fava, of the Portuguese engineers, for this service, 1 
request you to pay Col. Fava, from time to time, for such articles as he 
may supply, upon certificates, signed by the British Engineer, of the re- 
ceipt of the articles supplied, and charged for by Col. Fava. 

To Dep. Commissary Gen Elvas, 37th May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 25th ; and I beg that you will put in 
writing such complaints as you may have to make of Mr, Kennedy, and I 
shall decide what I will do with them. 
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It is proper that I should inform you that the report of you, which I 
made to Col. Gordon, was not founded on any complaint received of you 
from Mr. Kennedy. I made that report because the service had suffered, 
and is now suffering, the greatest inconvenience, owing to delays in that 
part of the department of which you were the head; and from which post 
I ordered that you might be removed, from a thorough conviction, which 
has since proved to be well founded, that the service would be still further 
embarrassed if you continued to conduct it. As I made no reflection upon 
your character, excepting it can be called a reflection to report that you 
were not able to conduct a very complicated branch of business, to which 
you were entirely unaccustomed, I don*t think that any necessity existed 
for informing you that you were removed at my suggestion ; buf as you 
have been so informed, I have no objection to state to you that I had no 
wish to do you an injury, and that I have no doubt that you are perfectly 
competent to conduct those branches of the commissariat to which you 
have been accustomed, in those scenes in which you have hitherto served. 

His Majesty's government, and the British public, will not hear excuses 
for failures in this country ; and it is my business to take care, where there 
is any failure in any department, not to employ again the person who is 
the. cause of it; and in instances in which the officer who fails is of high 
rank and standing in respect to others, as you are, there is no remedy ex- 
cepting to remove him from this country to one with the service of which 
he may be better acquainted, and in which failure may he less critical than 
it is in this. 

P.S. I have to mention that I have received no letter from you except- 
ing that of the 25th inst. 

77/<f AM. to the Officer conunanding i5ih regt. 27th May, 1811. 

As I understand from a communication that you had with an officer of luy 
(le})artinent, that the officers of the 45th regt. were desirous of no further steps 
!)eiiig taken against Mr. Burke, late of that corps, and as this gentleman appears to he 
superseded by the Gazette^ I have represented the circumstances to his Excellency 
the Commander of the Forces. He has been pleased to direct, in compliance 
with your wislies, tliat Mr. Burke may proceed to England, or elsewhere, on liis 
own avocations, he being no longer in the situation of an officer belonging to this 
army. 

The AM, to Capi, Tucker, Bekm, 27th May, 1811. 

I have had tlie honor to lay your letter and request to be removed from your 
command before the Commander of the Forces. His Excellency regrets that at 
the present moment, and under the actual circumstances of the army, he cannot 
accede to your wishes, hut will consider them on the ffrst favorable opportunity 
that shall occur. 

To LietU. Gen. Sir B. Sijeiicer, K.B. Elvas, 28th May, 1811, 

1 have just received your letter of the 26th ; from which I learn that 
you had moved back the troops which you bad moved to Peiiamacbr, with 
the exception of those I had ordered to move. You will have seen from 
my letter of yesterday that 1 considered them, under all circumstances, 
eqtially well placed at Penamacor as at their original stations. However, 
1 don’t consider it certain that Marmont’s troops have moved from the 
Tonnes, as reported by Don Julian on the 24th, notwithstanding the respect 
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I have for Don Julian. I have this day ordered some dragoons to move 
to Caria, where they will he in rear of your right instead of the rear of 
your left, equally well foraged, and some inarches nearer me. 

It appears that the French are tolerably well informed at Ciudad Rod- 
rigo. However, we cannot help that. I hope that my letter, which they 
expected, will help to deceive them. 

Ashworth’s brigade w^ere to have marched with Howard’s brigade, and 
the Commissary of the latter was to have fed them. I don’t know how 
this is arranged now, but I will speak to the Commissary Gen. on the 
subject. 

To Bng.^Gei). Peacocke. El vas, 28th May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 26th ; and I beg that you will tell Col. 
Fisher that it is very desirable that every horse or mule at Lisbon, at all 
capable of rendering any service, should be sent to Abrantes ; and there- 
fore that I desire that such of the old, worn out, and convalescents which 
he mentions, as may he capable of performing service of only a few days, 
may he sent to Abrantes, according to my former directions. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Elvas, 28tU May, 18 VI. 

In answer to your letter of the 26th inst., I have to inform you that the 
Sec, of State has not informed me which of the services for the horse trans- 
ports, detailed in my letter of the 22d inst,, ought to have the priority ; 
but as you mention that several horse transports have been sent to Ply- 
mouth, and as there will be at Cork for embarkation what we must require, 
viz,, horses for the artillery and the cavalry, I conceive that it will be de- 
sirable that the number stated should be sent in the first instance to Cork. 

To Major Gen. Howortli. El vaa, 29th May, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 26th. I have no objection to your 
withdrawing all the British and German artillery from the works in front 
of Lisbon, the officer in command of them taking care to give notice to 
the Engineers severally in charge of the works of his department, in order 
that they may take measures to have the works occupied, and the ordnance 
and ammunition guarded by the Ordenanza. 

To Major Gen. Howorth, Elvas, 29th May, 181 1 . 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 26th inst., enclosing 
returns of the ordnance and ammunition found in Almeida ; and I am very 
much obliged to you, and very sensible of the pains taken by Col. Rohe, 
Major May, and the officers and soldiers of the artillery, to perform this 
service. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon, G. Berkeley. Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 27th; and having conversed, on 
the subject to which it relates, with the Commissary Gen., he says that 
lie has given no authority whatever to any officer of the Commissariat to 
make such a purchase as it has been reported to you an officer of tlie 
Commissariat is making of a vessel in the Tagus : 1 therefore trust tliat 
you have been misinformed. 
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I am much obliged to you for the account of the arrival of the 11th 
light dragoons. 

To Lient, Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Elvas, 29th May, 1811, 9 a.m. 

I have received your letter of the 27th, in the afternoon; and l am 
obliged to you for the intelligence from Capt. Grant, which confirms the 
notion which I had, that the enemy had not made any serious movement 
this way, excepting the battalions of the 9th corps. 

In respect to Almeida, the Portuguese government propose to repair 
the place entirely eventually, and in the mean time to occupy it as a post ; 
in order to do this, it will be necessary to remove the rubbish from the 
ditch, and the Portuguese government are sending men and tools to per- 
form this work, and Beresford has ordered militia to occupy the place. 
Although Mr. French was employed to survey and report upon the 
existing state of the place, and Col. Fletcher gave him an opinion, which 
it was intended he should convey to the Portuguese engineers, regarding 
the mode of rendering it a post for the present, I was desirous of avoiding 
that any of the British engineers, or any of the regular troops of the 
army, should be employed either in setting it to rights, or in occupying 
it, excepting the latter only, till the militia garrison should arrive ; and 
for this reason I never troubled you upon the subject, intending to 
write to you about it when all should he prepared by the Portuguese 
authorities, as well for setting it to rights as for occupying it. My 
reason for this was, that knowing that it might be necessary to abandon 
Almeida before it could be put to rights, either to prosecute our views 
in this quarter, or that you might collect your troops as stated in my 
memorandum of the 15th inst., I did not wish to be embarrassed by 
liaving regular troops to take care of Almeida; or, on the other hand, to 
incur the disgrace of abandoning an object which I had manifested an 
intention of occupying. I think, therefore, it will he best to leave 
matters as they are at Almeida, keeping Pack’s brigade there, and there- 
abouts, till the militia shall arrive to take their post ; unless you should 
find it necessary to collect your force and withdraw, as pointed out in the 
menmrandum of the 15th inst. 

You may depend upon it that, although I may not have leisure to give 
instructions upon more points than it is necessary you should attend to, 
my mind has been made up, and a plan formed, upon every point that can 
occur ; and, generally speaking, it is desirable that, until you shall hear 
from me, you should not make any alterations in the general situation of 
aflairs, not adverted to in my memorandum of the 15th inst. 

P.S. There is nothing new here. 

Memorandum for Capt. Gens, Castanos and Blake, fiie Q. M. Gen., and Marshal Sir 
W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 

All the preparations being made, it is intended to break ground before 
Badajoz. to-morrow, on both sides of the river Guadiana ; and it is de- 
sirable that, as long m the enemy shall remain at and in the neighbour- 
hood of Llerena, the following disposition should be made of the allied 
armies,:' ■ 
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The infantry and artillery of the allied British and Portuguese anny 
(with the exception of that part of both employed at the siege) to be at 
Almenclralejo and in thatneighbourhood; and the allied British and Portu- 
guese cavalry at Ribera, together with the cavalry of the 5th Spanish army, 
under the Conde de Penne Villemur, observing the roads leading from 
Llerena by Usagre, It is proposed, that the infantry and artillery of the 
5th Spanish army, and the infantry and artillery of the corps immediately 
under his Excellency Gen. Blake, should he cantoned in the villages 
extending from S^^ Marta towards Barcarrota on their right, and com- 
municating on their left with the allied British and Portuguese infantry 
at Solana. The advanced guard should not he farther on than Zafra, witli 
Gen. Blake’s cavalry at Bienvenida and Calzadilla, observing the roads 
towards Monasterio and Llerena, and communicating on the left with the 
cavalry of the 5th army and the allied British and Portuguese cavalry. 

In case the enemy should advance again in force, it will be desirable 
again to collect the whole force of the allies about Albuera; and, ac- 
cording to this proposed distribution, the whole of the infantry will be 
within one easy march of that place, excepting the infantry which his 
Excellency Gen. Blake may think proper to place at Zafra, wbicli can 
easily join him by Feria, &c., and the whole of the cavalry within one 
forced, or two easy marches. 

It is very desirable that the General officers commanding the several 
corps of troops in advance should endeavor to ascertain the enemy’s force 
about Llerena; acquiring, if possible, a knowledge of the number of the 
several regiments of which it is composed, and of the several squadrons and 
battalions in each, and of the names of the General officers commanding. 
If the enemy should withdraw from Llerena, it will be in the power of 
the allied troops, not employed in the siege of Badajoz, to canton them- 
selves more with a view to their convenience than they can under ex- 
isting circumstances; keeping, however, the great body of the infantry 
within two, and the advanced guards of the infantry and the cavalry within 
three marches of the ground at Albuera. In this case it is proposed tliat 
the Conde de Penne Villemur’s cavalry should occupy Llerena, and 
observe the enemy in that quarter; the infantry of the advanced guard 
of his Excellency Gen. Blake’s corps at Monasterio, with his Excellency 
Gen. Blake’s cavalry observing the road through the mountains, and ills 
advanced guard communicating with the Conde de Penne Villemur. 

As the object of all the operations of the allied armies is tlie siege of 
Badajoz, it is desirable that nothing should be undertaken wliich can 
divert the attention of any from that object ; and that, if necessary, the 
whole should collect in a position in which the armies have already 
acquired the greatest glory, by which the operation can he covered, if it 
should be possible to continue it ; or the siege can be raised, if it should 
be necessary to raise it. 

To Lieut, Geo. Graham. Elvas, 29th May, 1 SI 1 , 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 9th inst, and of 
the 24th and 25tli (Nos. 7 and 8). 

You will see by my letter to Mr. Wellesley of this date, that I have 
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persevered in the siege of Badajoz, of which town I hope to he ahle to 
obtain possession, before the enemy can be in force to relieve it I ac- 
knowledge that I have very little faith in distant diversions, and am very 
iniich of opinion, that if it is an object with Soult to collect another 
army to make a second attempt to relieve Badajoz, he will not be pre- 
vented by any diversion that may he made. If, however, he should be 
wavering in his opinion upon the subject, and should be inclined to wait for 
the arrival of the battalions of the 9th corps, which I know are on their 
march from Castille, the appearance of our troops on the coast might 
have the effect of inducing him to delay his movement till their arrival, 
before which time I hope that the fate of Badajoz must be decided. Under 
these circumstances, I am anxious that you should adopt any one of the 
modes which you propose which you may think will have most effect, and 
will expose your own force the least, to alarm the enemy for his situation 
before Cadiz or for the security of Seville. 

My opinion is, that the allied armies are not now sufHciently strong, ' 
particularly in cavalry, to attempt the relief of Cadiz ; and they cannot be ^ 
made so for some time, and not at all with any safety to our communica- ^ 
tion with Lisbon, until we shall have more effectually secured the frontier • 
of Old Castille, I mention this to you at present, in order that you may 
not turn your attention to San Lucar, in preference to any other point at 
which you might think your appearance would create an earlier or a more 
general alarm. I assure you that there is nothing I am more anxious for 
than to have your personal assistance. 

I understand that the French have but few prisoners of ours in their 
hands, nearly all the missing having joined their regiments; and I think 
you will do well to send to England the prisoners you mention. 

To tlio Rt:, Hon. H. Wellesley. Elvas, 29th May, 1811, 

I have just received your letter of the 25th inst., containing Lord Wel- 
hvsh^y’s dispatch of tlie 18th April, with postscidpt, directing you to require 
that the command of the Spanish troops in this and in other provinces of 
Spain should be given to me; upon which you desire to have my opinion. 

I Iiavt^ no doubt wliatever that the Spanish government will not comply 
with this rijquisition ; and from all that I see and hear, I am convinced 
tliat the demand will tend to interrupt much of the harmony and good 
will wliich exist among us at present. 

To tell you the truth, also, I think that the plan does not go far enough. 
It is impossible to expect to discipline troops without paying them ; 
British ofllcers, of all others, could not effect that object, nor indeed could 
they be exi)ected to serve with the Spanish troops without pay or reward 
of any description. I think, therefore, that the plan, even if consented 
to, would not give discipline to the Spaniards, would indispose towards us 
all the principal officers of tlie army, and of course their adherents and 
followers in the several armies ; and we should probably not have so much, 
efbattive control over their operations, or so much assistance as we may 
expcH;! umler the existing arrangement; but it is probable that the demand 
woubi not be acceded to by the government, and therefore, on every 
ground, it is my opinion that it ought not to be made. 
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You will have seen, by my letter and dispatch of the 23d inst., the real 
state of the fact regarding the Spanish troops in the action. There is no 
doubt that they fought bravely ; but they want the power of movement, 
which they can acquire only by the instruction of the officers, from the 
heads of the array to those of the lowest rank. 

We break ground at Badajoz to-morrow, and we hope to get the place 
in a few days. If we don’t succeed in a few days, we shall not succeed 
at all, as the H or 19 battalions, and some cavalry of the 9th corps, are 
on their march to join Soult, and I think will join him the second week 
in June. I shall be much obliged to you if you will not allow people at 
Cadiz to run away with the notion that, when we shall get possession of 
Badajoz, we shall relieve Cadiz. We cannot attempt that operation with- 
out having our whole army, and we cannot bring our army without being 
more secure on the side of Gastille. However, if we can hold our su- 
periority throughout the summer, I think that we may make the attempt. 

I received your letter of the 9th; and I now enclose that of Lord Liver- 
pool, to which my dispatch of the 23d April referred. 

RS. Tell Graham that I shall send Capt. Walpole back to him. 

To Major Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart. Between Elvas and Badajoz, 50tli May, 1811, 6| f.m. 

I have received your letter, 3 p.m., of the 28th, and Lord FitzRoy Somer- 
set has shown me that of noon yesterday. Col. Murray will have written 
to Sir W. Erskine instructions on the subject to which yours relate. 

We are not in Estremadura to save the country from the plunder of the 
French, but to obtain possession of Badajoz: the attention of all must be 
directed to this object; and I have no intention to engage in any affiiir of 
any description, in any situation more advanced than Albuera, to save this 
siege. At the same time, I don’t mean that the allied troops should give 
up any ground which it is not necessary they should give up, owing to the 
superiority of the enemy’s force, and that they should retire gradually 
upon Albuera, obtaining, as far as it may be in their power, a knowledge 
of the enemy’s force in their front. 


To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 30th May, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch, No. 25, of 
the 16th inst. 

Your Lordship will have observed, from the dispatches of His Majesty’s 
minister at Lisbon to the Sec. of State for Foreign Afairs, that Mr. Stuart 
did not consider himself authorised (nor did I) even to announce to the 
Portuguese government the recent increase of the subsidy, till he should 
have prevailed upon them to introduce such reforms in the several civil 
departments of the Portuguese a-rmy, as should insure to the army and to 
the cause all the benefits of the increase of aid, which H. R. H. the Prince 
Regent had been authorised by the vote of Parliament, and had it in con- 
templation to afford to them. And your Lordship will have observed with 
concern, from the same correspondence, not only that the local govern- 
ment of Portugal have declined to make the reforms which liave been 
recommended to them in detail by Marshal Sir W. Beresford and me 
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hut that they declare they are not authorised by the Prince Regent of 
Portugal to make them. 

I have already taken occasion to apprise your Lordship that the great 
evil in Portugal is a want of money. The local government have no 
money to pay their servants, or those employed by them in any depart- 
ment, and they possess no influence over them; and the occurrences of 
the last few years have excited such a desire in the leading men in the 
government to acquire popularity by all means, that it is impossible to 
persuade them to exert the authority which the laws or their own regula- 
tions give them, in any instance of neglect, disobedience, or delinquency, 
by any public servant. ^ 

Owing to the difficulties in obtaining specie for the payment of the 
expenses in the Peninsula, even of the British army, the increase of the 
subsidy (if the King’s minister considered himself authorised to announce, 
it) would not increase the pecuniary means of the Portuguese govern- 
ment. The advances would be made, in kind, of articles for which, I 
think, there is reason to believe that the local government in Portugal 
have not paid hithei'to, tlie troops having seized many articles for thvur 
suhsistenee and equipment in a very irregular manner, for which no pay- 
ment has ever been made by the government. The distressed state of the 
country, in the existing seat of the war, will no longer afford supplies in 
this irregular manner; and I imagine that the advances, in kind, on 
account of the new subsidy, will only make up for those supplies hereto- 
fore irregularly plundered from the country. 

Indeed this fact is strongly proved by the existing distress of the Por- 
tuguese government. More than half of the active Portuguese army are 
now fed by the British commissariat ; hut notwithstanding this arrange- 
ment, which it would he supposed would relieve all the pecuniary diffi- 
culties of the Portuguese government, they appear to have increased; 
and their demands for money are more urgent than previous to this 
arrangement, which was attended by a bargain that the expense of these 
provisions should he stopped out of the subsidy; and 1 know that the 
payments to the army, and to all the departments, are now in arrear to an 
unexampled degree. 

Even if the King’s minister considered himself authorised to increase 
the sal)sidy, 1 doubt whetlier 1 could with propriety authorise the issue of 
increased money payments by the Commissary Gen. to the King’s 
minister; and therefore it has always appeared to me that the only chance 
tlie Portuguese government had of being extricated from their pecuniary 
difficulties was to increase their own pecuniary resources to the utmost 
extent, as well by opening new sources of revenue as by the improvement 
of tlie old, and by the general reform of the numerous abuses which pre- 
vailed in all tlie departments of the government, particularly in the col- 
lection of the reveame, 

Tho tin fortuiaito desire to acquire and retain a low and vulgar popu- 
hirity, and to please and flatter the lower orders, which has characterised 
alnuKst every man who has appeared in a conspicuous situation throughout 
tlie rottiujt (‘Vents in Spain and Portugal, prevented the adoption of any of 
measim^s till very lately ; and I believe that some inefficient mea- 
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produce any, can produce no effect for some months ; and in the mean 
time the pecuniary distresses of the government are increasing daily, are 
undermining their strength and authority, and will end by overwhelming 
every thing. 

From this detail your Lordship will observe that there is no permanent 
remedy for these evils, excepting a change of system by the local govern- 
ment; and no temporary remedy, excepting the advance to them of a large 
sum of money in specie to relieve their immediate distresses. 

Y our Lordship will have been apprised, by my dispatch of the 8th inst., 
of the measures which I had adopted to assist and relieve the Portuguese 
commissariat, and of the measures which I had recommended to the 
government for the reform of all the civil departments of the army ; with 
which recommendations, as I have above stated, the government have not 
complied. I don’t think I should improve the concern by placing at the 
head of it English Commissaries. In truth, the great difficulty consists 
in want of money, and want of authority to enforce obedience to regula- 
tions; and I fear that there is no English Commissary who could find a 
remedy for these difficulties. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Graiiiclm, near Elvas, 30th May, ISlL 

We invested Badajoz on the 25th inst., on the right of the Guadiaim; 
and the ordnance and stores for the siege having been bi'ought forward, we 
broke ground last night. 

The enemy have retired their main body upon Llerena, and hold the 
advanced posts of their cavalry at Usagre. 

I enclose the copy of the report of Major Gen. the Hon. W. Lumley, 
of a very gallant affair of the cavalry near that place on the 25th.* The 

* Major Gen, Hon. W. Lumley to Marshal Beresford. Camp near Usagre, 26th May, 181, 1, 

As will have been stated to you yesterday verbally by the officer I sent for that 
purpose, I have the honor to acquaint you, that having, as I before reported, 
driven the enemy rear guard from Usagre, I occupied that post on the night of 
the 24th, by placing the Spanish troops in front of the town, with their tiradores 
well in advance towards the enemy, and the Portuguese and British cavalry, witli 
the four 6 pounders, in rear of the place; a small brook, hollow and deep ravine, 
and narrow defile being on this side of the town. About 6 o’clock yesterday 
morning it was i*eported to me that the enemy’s cavalry were advancing in force, 
pd that there was reason to believe they were accompanied by artillery and 
infantry. Conceiving reports might exaggerate the fact, and not wishing to yield 
the post to inferior numbers, the 13th light. dragoons and Col. Otway’s Portuguese 
brigade of cavalry were ordered across the ravine to the left of the town, tlu’ough 
the narrow fords and passes which had been previously reconnaitred, and Brig. 
Gen. Madden’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry in like manner to the right, witli 
orders to retire by the same passes if necessary, the heavy brigade of British with 
the guns being still in reserve behind the town. 

Upon the nearer approach of the enemy it was evident they were advancing 
with the whole of their cavalry, and 5 or 6 heavy guns (8 pounders). This being 
ascertained, and npon opening their first gun, the line was ordered to retire, which 
they did slowly, in excellent order, and without loss ; the Spanish troops filing on 
the main road, through the town, which had been left open for them. A smart 
cannonade now commenced from the opposite heights, the superioritv of numbers 
and weight of metal decidedly in favor of the enemy ; but the superior skill and 
Well directed aim of Capt. Lefevre and his corps, with only four 0 pounders, was 
most pre-eminently conspicuous, The enemy now committed most daring 
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Major General has reported that he received very great assistance upon 
this occasion from Major Holmes, of the 3d dragoon guards, who was 
acting in the department of the Adj. Gen., and from Lieut. Heathcote, 
who was acting in the department of the Q. M. G., as well as from the 
officers mentioned in his report. 

As the object of the troops in Estremadura is to carry on the siege of 


attempt, or rather an error, for which they were severely punished. In spite of 
2 of our guns, which bore directly for a few paces on the road, Z of their chosen 
regiments, 4th, 2()th, and 26th, dashed through the town and formed rapidly on 
the flank of the 3d dragoon guards, which corps, concealed by a small hill, I 
verily believe they did not see, and in front of the 4th dragoons ; themselves pre- 
senting 2 fronts. A charge of the 3d dragoon guards was at this moment ordered 
on the right, and a simultaneous movement of the 4th dragoons, directed most 
judiciously by Brig. Gen. Long at the same moment on the left, where I had re- 
quested him to remain, decided the point. 

The enemy wavered before our cavalry reached them ; but almost in the same 
instant they were overturned, and apparently annihilated. The affair took place 
so near the brook and bridge which immediately leads into the town, and which I 
had forbid the cavalry to enter, that it was impossible for them to pursue; it is 
difficult therefore to decide upon the enemy’s loss; many severely wounded 
escaped through the town, others threw themselves off their horses, and escaped 
over the brook and through the gardens; but besides 78 prisoners, 29 lay dead on 
the spot, many were also observed lying dead on the bridge and in the first street; 
ami a |>easaot reports that from 30 to 50 were sent off wounded to tlieir rear on 
iiorses and cars. 

1 must not omit to state that a portion of the Conde de Penne Villemur’s 
Spanish cavalry gallantly supported the charge on the left of the 3d dragoon 
guards, as l am informed Brig. Gen. Madden’s brigade did on the right; but the 
dust caused by the charge was so great, I was myself unable to observe on that 
flank, 

I am positively assured from the report of the prisoners that the enemy had 
13 regiments of cavalry in the field, which, though not exceeding from 200 to 30Q 
men each, gave them so great a superiority over the force under my orders, com- 
posed of 3 nations, many of them as yet but little known to each other in cavalry 
movements, tliat I feel fully iustificd in not placing a deep ravine and defile in 
my rear, and attempting to defend the town, which is only defensible by infantry, 
from an attack on the other side. 

I have the peculiar satisfaction to add, that the advantage gained has been 
almost bloodless on our part, although occasionjilly, for a few seconds, of necessity 
exposed to the range of artillery and a charge made against a corps §lit5 of tlie 
enemy, who, on the other hand, visibly suffered from our artillery, in addition to 
those* lost in the charge. 

I feel myself under the highest obligation to Brig. Gen. Long for his zealous, 
wcdl timed, and active exertions during the day, as well as for his assistance at all 
tiinos. 

To Brig. Gen. Loy, commanding the Spanish cavalry (the Conde de Penne Vil- 
lemur being sick at Villa Franca), and to Brig. Gen. Madden, commanding the 
Portuguese division, I am highly indebted for their readiness in obeying and 
promptitude in executing my orders; to the Hon. Col. De Grey, commanding the 
British brigade of heavy cavalry, and to Col. Otway, commanding the Portuguese 
brigade, both under the orders of Brig. Gen. Long; to Col. Lord E. Somerset, 
commanding the 4th dragoons; to Col. Head, commanding the 13th light dra- 
goons ; to Major Weston, commanding the 3d dragoon guards (Sir G. Calcraft 
being sick at Villa Franca); and to Capt. Lefevre, of the Royal Horse Artillery, 
my very l)t*st thunks are due, as well as to every officer and soldier, for the promp- 
titude ami steadiness with which every, even retrograde, movement was performed 
in the face of a superior enemy. 

’rhe a<l vantage gained will not only in some degree lessen the enemy’s superior 
cavalry, but will, I trust, still further tend to render him fearful and timid in all 
his moveaicnts. 
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Badajoz witH tlie utmost activity, and as I have every reason to helieve that 
the reinforcements of the 9th corps will have arrived at Madrid by the 24tli 
or 25th of this month, I have not thought it expedient to delay the opera- 
tions of the siege, in order to drive Marshal Soult further back, having 
reason to hope that he will not attempt to interrupt them till he shall be 
reinforced, and that we may reduce the place to extremities before his 
reinforcements can arrive. 

After the enemy’s reinforcements shall arrive the proportions of force 
will alter, although I have ordered further reinforcements from the army 
on the frontiers of Castille. But at all events, if we should not ha able 
to obtain possession of Badajoz in a short time, we shall not be able to 
obtain it at all, as it will not he advisable to expose the soldiers to the 
heat of the weather of Estremadura and to the labor of the siege in a 
more advanced season. 

The enemy have made no movement in Castille since I addressed you 
last ; hut it is generally reported that the ^ Armee de PortugaV is about to 
move towards Avila and the Tagus. From the preparations which have 
been made, I have no doubt that some movement is in contemplation. 

My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 25th inst. Your Lordship wiP 
have received from thence the reports of the fall of Figueras. 

To Major Gen. Picton. Quiuta de Grauiclia, 1st June, 1811, fij 

I have not been able to take a look at you for these 2 days ; hut I heai 
from Major Gordon that Col. Fletcher thinks he shall not he ready to open 
till the 3d, as there was some mistake in the arrival of the working parties 
from Gen. Hamilton’s division last night. 

I hope that the fire which the enemy will bring to-morrow upon the 
batteries which are constructing will not do them so much injury as to 
prevent their opening next day; hut, independently of the probable 
increase of difficulty in the ultimate attack upon the place by the delay 
already occasioned, I think it not improbable that the batteries will receive 
much damage from the enemy’s fire in the course of the next 24 hours. 
On this account I am most anxious that, if they can at all open to-morrow, 
they should; at all events, I shall he obliged to you if you will let me 
know the cause of the disappointment of the working parties from Gen, 
Hamilton’s division last night, and if you will urge the General from me 
to take measures to prevent a similar disappointment in future. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Graniclia, Ist June, 181!. 

I have received your letter of the 30th, for which I am much obliged. 

As soon as the persons ordered by the Portuguese government to work 
at the fort of Almeida shall arrive, the engineers you mention may begin 
to remove the rubbish in the ditch, and to dispose of it as directed in Col 
Fletcher’s letter to Mr. French; and Mr. French will make these gentle- 
men acquainted with the intention I had of making Almeida an infantry 

'Cr* G. ^ Quinta in front of Elvns, iRt .Tmio, 181 1 . 

3. , — th regt., is to be released from his coufiiiement, and the CominfUHitjr of 

the Forces trusts, the disgrace which he has suffered, and risk which he incumid in his 
late iiitoxicatioti, will prevent a repetition of that vice. 
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post, tenable against a coup de main* Two regiments of militia are 
ordered there for a garrison. 

From all the reports which I have received, it appears to me likely that 
the * Armee de PortugaV will move by its left, and will bring its left upon 
the Tagus. As soon as you shall find that this movement is commenced, 
I beg you to break up from your present position, and march by your 
right. First bring your right to Penamacor, and your left in the canton- 
ments about Sabugal, with your advanced guard either where it is now, 
if the enemy show nothing about Ciudad Rodrigo, or, if they do, further 
back to Nave d’Aver, or even Alfaiates, 

If you should find that the movement of the enemy is decided, or if 
they should move any troops through the Puerto de Banos, or through the 
Puerto de Perales, you might continue your march, and bring the troops 
to Gastello Branco and the neighbouring cantonments. The 5tb division 
must remain in the cantonments on the Upper Goa, about Sabugal; and 
Gen. Pack must remain at Almeida and the neighbourhood, till the militia 
garrison shall arrive. One regiment of Barbacena’s cavalry must remain 
with Pack, the other regiment with the 5th division. All the British ca- 
valry might move by the road of Belmonte and Caria, if that should he 
convenient, and all the troops march by cantonments. 

We have gone on prosperously hitherto with the siege of Badajoz, and 
without material loss. We shall open our fire, I hope, to-morrow, from 
50 pieces of ordnance. 

To Brig. Geu- R. Craufurd. Quinta de Granicha, 1st June, 1811. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 29th ; and I shall certainly re- 
commend Lieut. Hopkins and Lieut. M‘Culloch to the Commander in 
Chief for promotion, being thoroughly convinced of their merits. 

I am well aware of Major Ridewood’s merits, and I shall he happy to 
have an opportunity of recommending him ; hut it would not be doing 
justice to the remainder of the army, when I am allowed to recommend a 
limited number of officers for promotion, if I did not recommend some 
from all parts of it; hut Major Ridewood is recommended, if other 
arrangements, which I had proposed, are made for the promotion of other 
officers, recommended in the list recently sent home. 

I have long wished to carry into execution a plan of the description 
which you have suggested for the employment of Capt, Stewart, of whose 
merits 1 entertain a very high opinion ; but this plan must be undertaken in 
concert with Gen, Castafios, if not with the Spanish government. I have 
spoken to the General upon it ; but, notwithstanding his good inclination, I 
could not bring him to a decision; and I rather believe that he, and all the 
Spanish officers, have such decided objection to our interfering with their 
army in any manner, that they will not allow of the adoption of any plan, 
of which the result might be to prove the benefit which would be derived 
from our services. 

You will have heard of our concerns here, I hope that we shall open 
our fire from 50 pieces of cannon on Badajoz: to-morrow, and that it 
will not hold out long. Our loss in this siege has been very trifling 
hitherto,' ■ ■ ■ 
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To His Excellency C. Stuart Quinta de Gramclm, Ist June, 181 1, 

I agree with you respecting the supplies to the people of Portugal. 
What they want are cattle, carts, seed corn, and some materials for build- 
ing. The first, unless sent from Ireland, will require money to purchase 
them. Money we cannot give, and therefore I did not at first mention 
cattle. Nails, and the rough materials for building, might be brought from 
England likewise, which would save money. 

I approve highly of loans without interest, because tliey give a chance 
for the revival of industry, which is half the battle. In fact, however, the 
people of Portugal have not lost their money so much as the articles of 
primary necessity which I have above mentioned, viz., cattle, carts, seed 
corn, and materials for building, and implements of husbandry. 

The country which I think least likely to recover, because farthest re- 
moved from water conveyance, or a district which has not been ruined, is 
the tract to the northward of the road from Thomar to Leiria, bounded 
on the nordi by the road from Condeixa to Ponte da Murcella. It is a 
barren country, having some fruitful valleys in it ; but I fear the people 
in these valleys must starve. I believe that in the remainder of the 
country but little more is required to save the people than to open the 
markets, and to send their priests and medical people with medicines 
among them ; and aid in the articles which I have above enumerated will 
entirely re-establish the country. 

Upper Beira, with the exception of the country about Guarda and the 
Coa, has not suffered. Lower Beira was always a bad country, at least 
that part between Gastello Branco and the Zezere. I have passed through 
that part between Gastello Branco and the Upper Goa three times lately, 
and it lias not materially suffered. 

We are getting on well with the siege. Our loss hitherto has been most 
trifling ; and I think we shall open our fire to-morrow. 

To tLe Rt. Hon. H, Wellesley. Quinta de Graniclia, Ut June, 1811, 

I received this morning your letter of the 28th May ; and I now enclose 
my dispatch to the Sec. of State of the 30th May. 

We are going on very well with the siege. We shall open our fire, I 
think, to-morrow morning, and, up to this moment, our loss has been very 
small. Notwithstanding Gen. Gastanos’ good inclination, there is not a 
Spanish soldier at the siege ; but the fact is, that these people have not the 
power of carrying into effect what they are most anxious for. If, how- 
ever, we are obliged to raise the siege again, and have it in our power 
to undertake it again, the Spanish troops must come and work; for the 
season is becoming too hot for the constitution of our northern troops. I 
shall have 2 more brigades of infantry at Gampo Maior to-morrow *and 
next day. 

Let me hear from you when you shall get intelligence of any moment 
from before Cadiz. 

I think the title offered to Beresford is a strong proof of the disinclina- 
tion of the Cortes and Spanish government to allow us to have any thing 
to say to their army. The honor which it would have been natural to con- 
fer upon him is the v&.nk of Captain General, to which he has a better claim 
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than 1 had, as he commanded the Spanish as well as the other troops in the 
action, which I did not ; hut, instead of that, they make him a Marquis of 
Gastilie, a title which can he purchased hy any body. He douhts about 
accepting it ; hut he will not refuse it, unless it should be really a degra- 
dation to accept. 


To Lieut,. Gen, Sir S, Cotton, Bart. Quinta de Granicha, 2d June, 1811, 

I have tlie honor to enclose an extract of a letter of the 10th May, which 

1 have received from the Commander in Chief, announcing the arrival of 

2 squadrons of the 12th dragoons at Lisbon, the horses belonging to which 
are to be transferred to the regiments of cavalry in this country, and the 
men are to proceed to Sicily, 

As the casualties which have occurred in the service have materially 
altered the proportions of horses and men in the several regiments since 
the Commander in Chief gave the orders in the enclosed letter regarding 
the disposal of these horses, I consider it best to direct you to distribute 
these horses among all the regiments in Portugal, in proportion to their 
several wants, and to the means in their possession severally of supplying 
horse appointments for tiiem, selecting for the heavy dragoons (if you 
should think |)roper to allot any to those regiments) the strongest horses : 
and, adverting to the supply of 80 horses for the i3th light dragoons, ex- 
pected to arrive, I heg you to he prepared to have charge taken of these 
horses as soon as they shall land at Lisbon, in order that the officers and 
men of the 12th liglit dragoons may proceed on their voyage to Sicily. 


To Litnit Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart Quinta de Granicha, 2d June, 1811. 

I liave the lionor to enclose an extract of a letter which I have received 
,froin the secretary of the Commander in Chief, directing that 3 squadrons, 
or 6 troops, of each of the 3d dragoon guards and 4th dragoons should he 
kept in tins country, and that the officers and non-commissioned officers, 
and sucli men as tliere may be supernumerary to the 6 troops, should he 

(L O* , Quiuta ia front of Elvas, 2d June, 1811, 

3. 'file Commander of the Forces requests to have by return of post, from the several 
regiments, midressed to tlie Adj. General, returns, stating what number of these men are 
momued ami dismounted, and the names of the several General and Stall' officers to whom 
they are at tacdied. 

4. Tlie (t. O, upon this srdiject are perfectly well Iciiown, and it must be obvious tliat if 
tluy had bt^en attendiiil to, so many men could not have been taken from the ranks of the 
cavalry, and tht‘ Commander of llie Forces requests the General and Statf officers of the 
army will semd back t;o tlie riigiments of cavalry the men they may have beyond the num- 
liers allowed by the orders of the army, and Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton is requested here- 
after to report immediately the detention of any soldier of the cavalry by any officer of 
the army. 

5. Jt is not tlie intention of the Commander of the Forces to prevent the General and 
Stafl' officers of the army from having the assistance of dismounted b&t men from the 
cavalry, if the (jtnitiral officer commanding the cavalry is of opinion that they can be 
sparedhrom tin* service of tbeir regiments, and the officers commanding regiments of cavalry 
are disposed to allow them tliis convenience, but they must be prepared to forego it, if the 
soldi<‘rs of the cavalry are wanted for any cavalry service whatever. 

8. The Commander of the Forces requests the Commanding officers of regiments of 
(‘.avalry to adopt evet’y means in their power to keep and increase the effective strength of 
tlu'ir regim<‘nts. 

t). Mounted dragoons should not l>e allowed to attend baggage, or to lead^camp kettle 
nudes, when tluire are so many men dismounted in every regiment, and this practice is 
positiv<*ly forbid. 

VOL. V. " 
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sent home in the Ith and 8th troops, or 4th squadron, I beg you accord-* 
ingly to give directions that the private men of these 2 regiments may be 
formed into 6 troops, each consisting of 5 serjeants, one trumpeter, and 
82 R. and F. ; and that the officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri- 
vates, who may be above that number in this country, may he sent home 
in the Itli and 8th troops, or 4tli squadron. The Commanding officers of 
regiments will select to be sent home the officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and privates, least fit for active service. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart Quinta de Granicha, 2d June, ISU. 

I enclose a letter of the 10th May from Lieut. Col. Torrens, on the sub- 
’ject of the purchase of certain horses in England, for the use of the officers 
of the British cavalry in this country, which horses I expect will have 
arrived at Lisbon by this time. The prime cost of these horses haying 
been £50, it is necessary that those who shall receive them should pay for 
them £60 each, in order to cover the expenses and losses by the public 
which may be incurred in their transport to Portugal. The money must 
be paid to the Commissary Gen., upon the receipt of the horses, by those 
to whom they will be allotted. It is desirable that every officer in tlio 
British cavalry should have at least one English horse, and these horses are 
to be distributed to the officers doing duty with the regiments, 3d dragoon 
guards, Royal dragoons, 4th dragoons, 1st hussars, K.G.L., 13tli, 14th, and 
16th light dragoons, generally of the lowest ranks, who are nnprovided witli 
English horses, provided they wish to have them at the price fixed upon 
them. I beg you to give directions that these horses may be taken cliarge 
of at the depot at Belem as soon as they shall be landed, in order that; the 
men of the 3d dragoons, who will come out in charge of them, may be 
sent back to England, and that you will give such directions as you may 
think proper for the disposal of them to the several regiments. 

To Lieut. Gen, Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 2d June, 181 1 , 

You will see by my letter of yesterday, that I did not make a bad 
guess of the enemy’s probable movement, as described in the letter from 
our friends of the 28th, enclosed in yours of the 31st. 

I think it desirable that the military chest which is at Celorico should 
be moved to Guarda, in order to be in readiness to move upon Castello 
Branco, as well as the reserves of ammunition, I understand there is 
money to pay to the 24th May, and I think you will do well to order the 
estimates to that day to be discharged. 

We did not open our fire this day, as was expected; but I understand 
we shall certainly to-morrow. There is nothing new. 

To Brig. Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de Granicha, 2d June, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of the names of certain medical offi- 
cers of the French army , prisoners on board the 'Venus 

frigate, who I request may be detained at Lisbon, in order to attend a 
number of wounded officers and soldiers of the French army, who will be 
sent down there. 
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To His Excellency C. Stuart Quinta de Granicba, 2d June, 181 1. 

I received this morning your letter of the 31st, and have communicated 
with Beresford as to the paragraphs in the Cadiz gazette, respecting the 
battle of Albuera. He and I agree that there is very little in these parar 
graphs deserving attention ; that, at all events, it is desirable that nothing 
should be said or written on our parts to disturb the harmony now exist- 
ing between us and the Spaniards ; and that as Beresford’s letter is not 
only published in Portuguese, hut is gone to Cadiz, it is better to take no 
notice of any publication of this description. 

Senhor Vasconcellos has not written to me, and I don’t understand 
what Principal Sousa can gain from him.* These people are a miserable 
race; and I am most angry with them that they should believe us to be 
at all like themselves. Principal Sousa and others are much mistaken if 
they suppose that Senhor Vasconcellos or any body else can carry them 
tales from head quarters, at all consistent with truth, which they can in 
any way turn to my disadvantage. 

We have not been able to open our fire this day, as I expected ; hut I 
hope we shall to-morrow. 

To Major Geii. Fictoiu Quinta de Graiiicha, 3d June, 1811, 1 p.m. 

From the manner in which we are going on, I think it not impossible 
hut that we may have a breach in the castle wall this evening, and if that 
should be tlie case, I beg you to ptita date to the enclosed summons, and 
send it into the town; if there should be no breach this day, the summons 
may he delayed till morning. If the gentleman should be disposed to 
capitulate, you may allow him to march out with honors of war; the gar- 
rison to lay down their arms on the glacis, and be prisoners of war ; the 
gates to be given over to us to-morrow morning at 5 o’clock. 

You must refuse to allow him to make terms for the inhabitants or 
Spanish subjects, saying that we have no right to interfere in Spanish 
concerns. The officers of the garrison may keep their bond property, 
and the men their knapsacks ; hut every thing taken from the inha- 
bitants of the town, and the remains of all reqnisitions made upon them, 
iniist he restored to the inhabitants. All plans, returns of stores, &c., and 
|)apers belonging to tlie place must he given up. If the Commandant 
sliould refuse to give up tlie place upon this summons, the officer who 
goes in may say that he will not be summoned again. 

P.S. Tlie terms above enumerated are of course not to he referred to 
unless the Governor should be disposed to capitulate, in which case you 
will go on with the capitulation on these terms, letting me hear from you, 
and I will come over immediately. 

To tlie Officer of H. M. Navy in charge of the flat bottomed boats at Jurnmeiiha, 

Near Elvas, 3d June, 1811. 

I have uo doubt whatever that, in the present state of affairs, the army 
will not require the service of the fiat bottomed boats, and of the materials 
which you have brought with them, on the Guadiana; but as the officers 
of the Portuguese service are very slow, I think it not improbable that 
we may require them at the passage of the Tagus at Villa Velha, I would, 
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therefore, request you to proceed with them hy the route enclosed to that 
place, and to' establish there, either a standing bridge, if the boats and 
materials sliGuld be sufficient, or 2 or 3 dying bridges, in aid of the fly- 
ing bridge which is alx'eady established there. I conceive that it would 
be desirable to leave at Jurumenha a detachment of the seamen who are 
there, and that you should take with you the remainder ; and I will direct 
the-^ Commissary Gen. to take care that they shall receive provisions. 

To Brig. Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de Granicha, 3d June, 18H. 

As I understood from your letter of the 31st May that certain horses 
of the artillery are arrived at Lisbon, I am desirous that the 2 guns be- 
longing to the 9 pounder brigade with this part of the army should he 
sent to Elvas to join the brigade, with the equipment belonging to them ; 
and that Capt. Le Fevre’s troop of horse artillery should be completed by 


Quiatain frontof Elvas, 3d June, 1811. 

I. The Commander of the Forces has been in the constant habit of allowing those sol* 
diers who make any capture from the enemy, to receive the value of their capture j but he 
is concerned to have observed, and to have received reports from several of the General 
oflicers, that this indulgence has had the eflect of inducing some of the soldiers to h)ok for 
and secure captures, rather tiiaii to engage and destroy the enemy, and he is induced there- 
fore to give the following orders. 

2>.The orders of the lOth May, 1809, Nos. 7 and 8, must be understood to be in full furc(*, 
and all horses, &c. captured from the enemy, not purchased by the Commissary, must l)e 
sold by public auction, at head quarters, or such other place as the Commander of the 
'Forces may select, as that in which it is most likely they will l)ring the largest price. 

3. It is the intention of the Commander of the Forces to order that the value of any ani- 
mal taken from the enemy, the contents of baggage, knapsacks, saddle-bags, &c. capf urtfd, 
shall be divided among those present at the capture, whoever may be the individual who 
may happen to make it. 

4. Any men, or number of men, who shall secure or bring in a number of prisoners or 
captured horses, shall not be allowed to share in this benefit, unless he or they siiall be or- 
dered by the officer under whose immediate command he or they are serving, to secure the 
prisoners or horses captured. 

5. Any man who leaves his ranks in order to secure prisoners or horses, or other articles 
captured, without orders from bis Commanding officer, must be brought belbre a court 
martial on a charge of disobedience of orders when before the enemy. 

'6. These orders must be read to every regiment in the army at two different parades, and 
afterwards at the same periods with the Articles of War. 

7. The Commander of the Forces has had occasion to notice in the G. 0. of the 30tlj 
March, No. 2, the inconvenience that' was felt from the great quantities of baggage in 
the transports ; and having referred to the Commander in Chief u|ion tins subject, tlie Com- 
mander of the Forces has^ been informed that the regiments whicli embarked at different 
times for Portugal Iiad left regimental depots of their heavy baggage behind tliem, wliere 
they certainly should have deposited all articles not required in tlie held. 

8. Under these circumstances the quantities of heavy baggage winch are now on board 
the transports in the Tagus ought not to be there; and the Commander in Chief has been 
pleased to give directions that tlie Storekeeper General at Portsmouth may receive tliem 
into his stores, from whence they can be sent to the regimental deposits. 

^ 9. The Commander of the Forces is not disposed to deprive any regiment, or any indi- 
vidual officer, of what may be necessary or convenient to them ; but from all the accounts 
he has received, much of the baggage at Lisbon must be entirely useless to the regiments 
as well as to the officers, while, on the other hand, it is very inconvenient and expensive to 
keep it where it is. . 

10. The Commander of the Forces therefore requests the officers commanding regiments 
■will give directions to the officers of their several regiments sent to Lisbon, under tlie G. 0. 
of the 30th March, on the concerns of the baggage, to select that baggage, as well belong- 
ing to the regiment as to individual officers, which it will be convenient to them to retain 
in the country, and to apply to the A. Q. M. G.at Lisbon for tonnage to send the remainder 
to Portsmouth to the stores of the Storekeeper General. 

II. Every package thus sent is to be marked * Regimentar l)aggage of-- bait. — 
regt., to be lodged in the stores of the Storekeeper General.' 
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the addition of a gun and a howitzer wanting, of which I beg you to ap- 
prise Col, Fisher. 

I ani desirous that if only one of these arrangements can be adopted, 
the 9 pounders should be sent in preference to the gun and howitzer of 
the horse artillery. 

’ To Dep. Commissary Gen. . Quinta de Granicha, 4th June, 1811, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 31st May, to which 
I have to reply, that I don’t consider it to be consistent with justice to 
appoint a person to receive proofs of the foundation of your complaints 
against Mr. Kennedy, which complaints you have not stated in writing, 
and more especially in Mr. Kennedy’s absence. I repeat, that when you 
shall make your complaints in writing, I will determine whether it is 
expedient to enter upon any inquiry into them. In respect to the com- 
plaints on the subject of the Spanish troops, I believe I was more to blame 
than Mr. Kennedy. I had ordered that when these troops should enter 
Spain they should no longer receive supplies from the British commis- 
sariat, as the reasons which had induced me to order that they should be 
supplied no longer existed. When the Spanish troops passed the frontier, 
however, Badajoz was invested, and the whole province of Estrernadiira 
occupied by the enemy; and although the condition of my order was 
strictly complied with, and the Spanish troops had passed the frontier, it 
was impossible that they could be subsisted, unless by means provided by 
the British commissariat: I therefore desired that the supplies should be 
continued to them. I cannot understand how that can be a crime against 
Mr. Kennedy ; if any body was in fault it was myself. 


To Marsbal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 4th June,T811. 

In respect to , the rule is that, when an officer has entered the 

Portuguese service, he is not to he allowed to quit it when he chooses, 
and most particularly not when his wishes for promotion in the British 
service have been disappointed. I wish this to be understood by — — , 
and all others serving with the Portuguese array ; at the same time,, if 
you wish that his resignation of his Portuguese commission should be 

accepted, I shall not object. I likewise beg to observe upon ’s 

letter, that according to the Commander in Chief’s letter to me of lOth 

July, 1809, has not lessened his claim for promotion in the British 

service, by having for a time quitted the Welsh Fusiliers ; but that, on 
the contrary, I am authorised to say, that a British officer, by serving 
with the Portuguese army, strengthens his claim to promotion to any 
vacancy which may fall in the British regiment to which he may belong. 

Tu Lieut. Col. Fletcher, R.K. Quinta de Granicha, 4th June, 181 1, J before 8 p.m. 

I have received your letter of 3 p.m., and I think it very desirable 
that you should mount the guns in the battery which you constructed last 
night and this day. The wall of the castle appears to me to be con- 
structed of earth, and I can easily conceive that some time must elapse 
before a slope will be made in it by battering ; but I recommend that 
we should persevere on the point on which we have begun, and to act on 
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the principle on which we have hitherto acted. The enemy have cer- 
tainly made an intrenchment from their right of the houses in the castle 
to the rampart of the place, cutting off the rampart of the castle ; and 
they appear, hy a view I tooh this morning from near No. 4, to have one 
from the left of the batteries in the castle, to cover the approach to the 
east from the castle on their flank. We must he prepared therefore to 
establish ourselves in the castle in the first instance, if it should he neces- 
sary. If we should he able to get possession of San Cristoyal, and to 
erect a powerful battery, having its right resting on that fort, I have no 
doubt that we should overpower everything in the castle; otherwise we 
may not 

I have not been able to see this evening how we got on at San Crist- 
oval. I shall go to-morrow morning early to Gen, Hoiistoun, and thence 
to the ground on this side of the Gevora, from whence the whole is seen ; 
and if I should not see you, I will write you any observations I may have 
upon what is going on. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K,E. Elvas, 4th .Tune, ISIL 

I have received your letter of the 2d. I will send a warrant for Capt, 
Grant’s account. I believe the Staff Surgeon should settle his account 
with the Purveyor Gen. ; but I will speak to Dr. Franck on that subject, 
and will have the sum settled. 

We opened our fire yesterday, but have not yet breached either San 
Cristoval or the castle : we are, however, very superior to the enemy, 
and I think we shall breach both in the course of this clay and night. 

P.S. Drouet’s delay is very satisfactory, and I hope is true. 

To His Ejccellency C, Stuart. Quinta de Granicha, 4th June, IBll, 

I have received your letter of the 2d inst., and I hope immediately to 
have it in my power to send you authentic accounts of the demands of 
the commissariat on the Portuguese government. The accounts for the 
20th regt. at Cadiz alone amount to 70,000 dollars. Besides the 100,000/. 
in paper, which I have ordered to be paid, I have since ordered 100,000 
dollars in specie. 

In respect to the papers and returns forwarded in your letter, I shall 
not even take the trouble of reading them, because I know they are 
fabricated for a particular purpose, and they cannot contain an answer to 
the strong fact stated by me, viz., that owing to neglect, deficiency of 
arrangement, and omission of the government to supply the means, the 
army and their equipments were starved during the winter, and that, 
when the moment of action came, the soldiers and animals were unable 
to perform the service ; the former deserted or went to the hospital, and 
the latter died : and that the army in Beira does not produce in the 
ranks for action half its numbers. Mind, I don’t refer to the army in 
Alentejo, which, from adventitious circumstances, has been better pro- 
vided for. It is therefore no answer to that statement to send a gross 
return of the army, including not only the force in Beira, but all the 
troops in garrisons, including those at Cadiz, at Oporto, in Elvas 
Abrantes, &c. * 
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Since I wrote the letter upon which you have been ordered to make a 
representation, I have written one still stronger, to apprise the Sec. of 
State of the deficiencies resulting from these same neglects in the battle 
of Fuentes de Ohoro, and of my opinion that if the whole system of the 
government were not altered, the increase of the enemy’s force in the 
PeniTisula might create a danger for this country, in which it might not 
be expcHlient that His Majesty’s troops should participate. 

This is my sincere opinion, which I could not with propriety any 
longer conceal from the Regent’s government; and the ministers will 
determine wliat they sliall do upon it. I have no objection to the Portu- 
guese government being informed of its existence, in order that they 
may be prepared with their doeumentos in answer to it ; but nothing but 
a change of system can induce me to change it, or to recommend to the 
King’s government to support the contest one moment beyond that at 
which I shall see in the government, not only verbal professions, but a 
cordial desire and corresponding exertions to carry it on, and to save their 
own country. That has been my invariable sentiment, and upon that 
sentiment I shall evacuate the country as readily as I have defended it. 
'rhe governimmt arc^ quite mistaken if they suppose that any selfish desire 
of aiupiiring character has, or ever will, actuate my conduct. I come 
here to ptn’form my duty ; and I neither do nor can enjoy any satisfaction 
in any thing, excepting tlie performance of my duty to my own country, 
of which a principal part is the communication of my opinions to the 
government of Great Britain. 

At this moment Col. Ashworth’s brigade, which I have ordered from 
Beira into Alenttqo, in consequence of the battle of Albuera, are living 
upon tlie su|)plies of the British army. As usual, they were living from 
hand to moutli, generally starving, when the order to march arrived, and 
Sir B, Spencer was oliliged to supply them with every thing to enable 
tlunu to move ! Tliis is called maintaining an army for service ! ! One 
brigade cannot move iVom one province to another, because the govern- 
inent will not supply it witli food ! 1 1 

I ratlior imagine that you have mistaken the nature of the paper I have 
sent you ri'garding the aminuuition at Coimbra. There are no troops at 
<.’oim])ra, ; but we were* informed that there wtrs ammunition at Coimbra 
for tli(‘ Portuguese army in Beira, which, considering that the battle 
V 7 :is ibugiit on the frontier, was far enough, God knows ! But the paper 
wliich 1 sent to you proved that the reserve ammunition for the army was 
not even at Coimbra ; and if a serious battle had been fought the Portu- 
guese troops would have had none. 

lliese dignitaries of the church are always dreaming of battles ; hut I 
should like to know whether they ever dreamt that a soldier with a 
musket could not fight without ammunition, and that in 2 hours he can 
expend all he cim carry. 

^ In respe(!t to these papers, such as they are, you must send them to the 
British government. They will decide whether they will depend upon 
them or upon my assertions and opinions. I only say that nothing shall 
induce me even to read, much less to give an answer to doeumentos^ very 
ingeniouBly framed, certei^^ which don’t contain one word bearing 

upon tbe,.point. 
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The A. Q. to the A. A, Gs. of divisions. (Circular.) ^ 

The Commander of tlie Forces having observed with great regret the number 
of men returned absent on command, in the several regimental returns of the 
— — division, of the 15th May last, I feel it my duty to call your particular 
attention to this subject ; and while I subjoin an extract of the^ number ot 
men from each return, as well as letters to the several commanding ofhcers, 
calling upon them to explain particularly where the men ‘ on command’ actually 
are, what duty they are upon, and by whom sent, I request you will collect all 
these answers on communication with the several commanding officers in the 

— division, and you will apprise them in future that you have directions most 
minutely to examine into every man’s duty returned ‘ on command,’ and they must 
specify the same in detail, in a return, as follows ; 

On Command. 

Name of the man. ] By whom sent, j When sent. | On what duty. | His probable absence. 

This return, as an explanatory one of men ^ on command,’ maybe sent separate 
with the usual returns. Every commanding officer, in every regiment, must 
know nearly the number of men allowed to his sick and convalescents in general 
hospital, and against these men’s names this just ground of absence is allowed, and 
may be stated; and by strict inquiries I should think it could be always ascer- 
tained if men said to be ‘ on command’ are actually on essential duties or otherwise, 
more especially when commanding officers are directed to state by whose orders 
the men have been detached, and on what service, which in future must invariably 
be the case. 

In the states of the 15th ult. there are no less than 4020 R. and F. returned 
‘ on command.’ The most rigid inquiry has been therefore directed to be made by 
the Commander of the Forces. 

The A.G. to Brig. Gen. Peacooke^ Lisbon. 4th June, 1811. 

In consequence of the numbers of men, of different regiments, which have been 
returned in the last general returns, of the 15th May, of the army, as being ^ on 
command ’ at Lisbon, I have, by desire of the Commander of the Forces, to call 
your particular attention to the subject, transmitting to you at the same time an 
extract from the return of all men above alluded to, as far as the number of eacli 
regiment. I am not enabled at present to particularise them by name or 
companies. 

You will be so good, on the receipt of this return, to cause a general mtister of 
all the soldiers at Lisbon and Belem to be made, and ascertain exactly if the 
number stated to be ^on command’ there at all corresponds with the regimental 
returns. You will be pleased likewise to ascertain what the several men are 
employed in, at Lisbon, beyond those authorised by G. O. for hospital purposes ; 
and you will not fail immediately to send up to their several regiments all those 
non-commissioned officers or men who appear to be absent from their regiments, 
at Lisbon, without the most satisfactory grounds. 

You will be pleased to report to me fully on this head, for the information of 
the Commander of the Forces. 

The J. G. to Maj or Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole. 4th June, 1811. 

I have not failed to submit your application in favor of Lieut. Col. , of the 

' , to the Commander of the Forces ; and his Excellency requests you will 

acquaint that officer that there are many matters to be arranged, with respect to 
that regiment, which require his presence in Portugal. Lord Wellington is con- 
cerned to refuse a request made by an officer in Col. ’s situation ; but his 

^fewliency must adhere to his rules, and allow no officer to go, in the active state 
of the campaign, whose state of health does not absolutely require his absence. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 5th June, 1811. 

Having made Col. Harvey a Brigadier, I don’t see how you can avoid 
making Col. M Mahon one ; but I don’t know what all the officers of the 
British army will say to this. I am glad to find you are better. If you 
eould come to the mill in front of my house at between 5 and 6 this 
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evening, Fletcher and Murray will be there to settle our future proceed- 
ings. The French are certainly intrenching the castle. Gur breach is 
getting on at San Cristoval, and I think will be practicable to-morrow 
in the wall of the castle. 

Memorandum for Lieut. Gen. Hill, Major Gen. Sir W. Erskine, and Captains Gen. 

Castanos and Blake. Quinta de Granicha, 5th June, 18] 1, 

It appears by an intercepted letter written on the 30th May by the 
Baron de St. Pol, the enemy’s Commanding officer at Cordova, that the 
9th corps were expected at that place, through La Mancha, on the 5th or 
6th of this month; in which case they may be at Guadalcanal on the 8th 
or 9th, and at Llerena on the 10th or 11th. This information is con- 
sistent with what is stated in other intercepted letters, regarding the pro- 
gress of the 9th corps in the neighbourhood of Madrid ; but it is positively 
contradicted by information from Castille, stating that the 9th corps were 
still at Avila on the 29th May. It is not impossible that all these letters 
may have been written to fall into our hands, and mislead us ; and that 
tlie last, in particular, may have been intended to mislead the com- 
mandant of the army of Murcia, who, it was said, was in the neighhour- 
liood of Baylen about the 23d May : however, the intelligence should put 
us on our guard. The enemy will certainly move when joined by this 
reinforcement; and all the troops should be prepared to move at the 
earliest notice of that of the enemy, in order to join as proposed in a 
former memorandum. The commandants of the advanced guards of the 
several nations, and the persons employed to get intelligence, should en- 
deavor to discover whether it is true that the 9th corps are in march as stated. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de Granicha, 5th June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 3d inst. regarding 
tlie fort of Cascaes. The occupation of Cascaes might become an object 
of importance in case the enemy should be able to send a fleet to sea ; 
and although I am of opinion that it ought not to be occupied by us per- 
manently, it might be desirable to have all the means prepared to move 
into it, and to occupy it at a short notice, Lieut. Col. Fisher should 
tlierefore examine the fort of Cascaes, and sec what guns and stores would 
be required there for a temporary purpose of the kind above described, 
and to be prepared witli his arrangements to move them in when it might 
be necessary. These guns and stores might be taken for this temporary 
purpose from Fort S. Julian. 

To Vice Adm. tlie Hon, G. Berkeley. Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1811, 

I am much obliged to you for having stopped the Regulus with the 
Guards, and I shall be obliged to you for any intelligence you may be 
able to give me hereafter, regarding the arrival of troops, &c. 

The j4.G* to Capt, Tucker, Hekm. ■ 5th June,. 1611. 

In reply to your application relative to Mr. , the Commander of the 

Forces directs, if that gentleman does not conduct himself in a becoming manner 
while he remains in the country, you are to put him into the provost guard, and 
convince lurn that no person whatever, volunteer or officer, can behave improperly 
with impunity in tins country, so long as his Excellency commands in it. 
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To Lieut Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Graniclm, 6th June, 1811. 

I received tMs morning your letter of the 4th. It is not very easy to 
tell which way the enemy are directing their march; hut I think it pro- 
bable by Ciudad Rodrigo and Perales, and others by Banos and Plasencia ; 
the next march would probably decide the point: neither can I decide 
what is become of Drouet, Don Julian’s Captains report would leave 
him still at Avila on the 29th May; but I have other reports which state 
Mm at Madrid on the 24th; and one yesterday from Cordova, which 
states that Drouet was to he at Cordova on the 5th or 6th, which is con- 
sistent with the account of his progress to Madrid on the 24th : on the 
other hand, his being at Avila is confirmed by the letter from Alba de 
Tormes of the 1st June, or else it is obvious that the troops of the ^ Amiee 
& were to march in that direction, for you will observe that 

supplies from Congosto, &c., were moving to Piedrahita. Our breach in 
San Cristoval is not yet practicable, nor is that in the main wall. 

P.S. It is as well to he prepared for every event; and therefore I wish 
to mention to you, in case the enemy should pass the Agueda with the 
whole ^Armee de PortugaV and invade Lower Beira by the entry of Sahu- 
gal, and you should think it expedient to retire by the Estrada Nova, it will 
he necessary that you should send an officer to take up the flying bridge 
at Yilla Velha, and to send down the river and destroy all the boats at 
that place. Your communication with me will then be by Abrantes, 
where there is a bridge. The country through which you would have to 
retire towards the Zezere is very strong, and it is not probable that the 
enemy would attempt in their existing force to oblige you to retire 
from it. 

The great position of all has its right at Yilla Velha, its centre at 
Sobreira Fermosa, and its left upon the continuation of the same ridge 

G. O. Quinta in front of 151 vas, fith .Tuno, 1st 1. 

1. All the private men of the 2d batt. 48th regt. in Portugal or Spain are to be drafted 
into the 1st batt., and are to he distributed to companies in the 1st Ijatt. 

2. All men missing from the 2d batt. are to continue on the strength of the 2fl batt. 

3. The transfer is to be made as soon as it may be convenient ; and the officers com- 
manding companies in the 2d batt. are to draw pay for their men up to the 24th inst., aiid 
are to account in the usual manner with the officers commanding companies in the 1st 
batt., to whose companies their men will be transferred under this order. 

4. When this transfer shall be made, the officers, non-commiasioneil officers, and staff of 
the 2d batt. 48th regt. are to proceed to Elvas, where ffiey will receive furflier orders. 

5. The Commander of the Forces takes this opportunity of declaring ids approbation and 
returning his thunks to the 2d batt, 48th regt. for their services on many important and 
memorable occasions, and he assures them that he adopts the measure now ordered only 
because it is necessary in order to re-establish both battalions, arui he liopes soon to have 
the advantage of the assistance of the 2d batt. in increased strength. 

8. The 3d regt. or Buffs, 29th, 2d batt. 31st, 57th, and 2d batt 66th, are lor the pre- 
sent to be formed into a provisional battalion under the command of Lieut. Col. Col borne. 

9. The non-commissioned officers and soldiers are to remain in their companies in their 
several regiments ^ at present; but for the purpose of the formation those present and fit 
for duty of each of these regiments are to be divided into two companies, and Lieut, Col. 
Col borne will be pleased to arrange what proportion of the field officers, officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, and staff of each of the regiments, and the camp and other equipukents, 
shall remain to do duty with the provisional battalion, and what proportion shall proceed to 
Elvas to collect and re-equip the men belonging to their several regiments at Elvas and 
Estremoz, and Lieut. Col. Colborne will give such directions as he may tiiink necessary to 
have the men of these regiments re-equipped as soon as may be jjrac^ti cable. 

10. The colors of these regiments to be sent to Elvas to be under the charge of the 
senior officer of each, who will be there. 
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on the Estrada Nova. The last very good one is upon the Codes, covering 
Abrantes, having the left of the corps upon the Zezere, below the junc- 
tion of the Codes. In case you should find it necessary to quit the Codes, 
and withdraw across the Zezere at Punhete, it would be necessary to 
throw into Abrantes one brigade of Portuguese troops besides those now 
there, in order to secure that place. I merely throw out these memo- 
randums in case of an occurrence by no means probable, to remind you 
of what it would be necessary to attend to. We have a large magazine 
at Abrantes, by which you will be subsisted, whether you move by the 
Estrada Nova or by Gastello Branco. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de Granicba, 6th June, 1811. 

You should write a letter to Mr. Wellesley, in answer to the enclosed, 
expressing your satisfaction upon the receipt of the copy of Don E. de 
Bardaxi^s note. 

I enclose a letter from Rooke regarding the disposal of the horses you 
mention. I likewise enclose the orders given regarding the disposal of 
these horses : I cannot find this last letter, but Rooke’s letter shows how 
they have been disposed of. I have a good deal of interesting information 
this morning, from which it would appear that Don Julian’s man is 
right; but, on the other hand, Soult has certainly been reinforced with 
3 battalions from Cadiz, and the ^Armiede PortugaV has moved from the 
Tonnes on the 3d, apparently for this quarter. This is clear, that either 
they are going towards Avila, or Drouet was there in the end of May. 

To the Adjutant General of tlie Forces. Quinta de Grjinicha, 6th June, 1811. 

I enclose an account of circumstances which have occasioned a want of 
arms by the 16th light dragoons, in answer to your letter of the 25th 
March. 

It is impossible to attach means of transport to regiments of cavalry 
and infantry serving in the Peninsula, to carry the arms and appointments 
of all the soldiers, or of their horses, which may become disabled in the 
course of tlie service, and with every exertion it is not always practicable 
to procure what are wanted. 

The inhabitants of the country, and the soldiers of the Portuguese 
militia and Ordenanza, and all the Spanish troops, are constantly on the 
search for arms and military appointments; and, as soon as an article of 
any description cannot be carried by the man or horse to which it belongs, 
it is stolen by one or other of these descriptions of persons. This will 
account for the loss of arms and appointments in situations in which, in 
service in other countries, there would be none. 

To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1811. 

I enclose the weekly states of the army of the 15th May. 

I have ordered the private men of the 2d batt. 48th regt. to be drafted 
into the 1st batt. 48th regt; but I have not carried into execution that 
measure in respect to the 7th regt., as I have been informed, by the 
officers of that regiment, that 500 men of the militia have volunteered to 
serve in it, under the Act recently passed ; and, as both battalions will 
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probably liaye more than 500 men each remaining, I considered it better 
for the service, that the 500 volunteers should be divided between the 2 
battalions (each of which they could make of sufficient strength) and 
joined with the old soldiers, than that they should form the only strength 
of one battalion. I have therefore delayed this measure till I shall receive 
your Lordship’s orders. 

I have formed the men present and fit for duty, of the 3d, 29th, 31st, 
h'lth, and GOth, into a provisional battalion for the present, until I shall see 
what number of the wounded of these regiments will recover so as to be 
fit for service. But, from all I hear, I have little doubt that the Buffs, 
the 29th, and 51th, will again be very efficient 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Graiiicha, 6th June, 1811. 

We have continued the operations of the siege of Badajoz with the 
utmost activity since I addressed your Lordship on the 30th ult., and our 
fire commenced on the morning of the 2d inst. from 4 batteries on the 
right of the Guadiana, directed against the outwork of San Cristoval, and 
on the enemy’s batteries in the castle constructed to support that outwork ; 
and from 8 batteries on the left of the Guadiana, directed against tlie 
eastern face of the castle. The fire from these batteries has continued 
ever since, and a breach has been made in the outwork of San Cristoval, 
which, however, is not yet practicable for assault ; and considerable progress 
has been made in effecting a breach in the eastern front of the castle. 
Notwithstanding that these works have been carried on with great rapidity, 
lam happy to say that they are in themselves so complete, and tlie com- 
munication from one to the other so well assured, that our loss hitlierto, 
throughout the siege, has been very small. I am sorry to say that Lieut. 
Hawker, of the Royal artillery, an officer who has distinguished himself 
in these operations, was killed this morning. 

The enemy have hitherto made no movement to disturb our operations ; 
but I understand that 3 battalions were moved from the blockade of Cadiz 
in the last days of May, and I have received a report that the battalions of 
the 9th corps, destined to reinforce the army of the south, were to arrive 
at Cordova on the 5th or the 6th of this month. 

The ‘ Armie de PortugaV likewise broke up from the Tormes on the 3d 
inst., and their first march was in the direction of the passages of the 
Tagus. I am apprehensive, therefore, that we may again be obliged to 
raise the siege. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Wellesley of the 1st inst., from which 
I learn that Gen. Suchet had invested Tarragona. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 6tli June, 181 L 

It is very desirable that arrangements should be made to send to the 
Tagus at an early period 4000 barrels of gunpowder ; that is to say, 2000 
barrels immediately, and 2000 barrels in a short time hence. 

We have consumed powder belonging to Elvas at the siege of Badajoz, 
which I have ordered to be replaced by 2000 barrels of powder from our 
stores at Lisbon, upon which stores there may soon be other calls of mag- 
nitude; and it will be desirable to have the deficiency made good. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1811. 

You will see from my dispatches of this day how we stand. We have 
a chance, and in my opinion, not a bad one, of obtaining possession of 
Badajoz before the enemy can relieve the place ; or we must raise the 
siege before the 10th, from all that I see of the enemy’s movements. 
According to an intercepted letter, they have provisions, I should think, 
to the 18th or 20th ; so that if we could be assured that we could keep 
the blockade, we should have the place. I must therefore determine what • 
I shall do when I shall raise the siege according to the means I shall have 
of maintaining the blockade. If I can’t prevent them from receiving 
provisions, it is not worth while to risk an action ; for we have not the 
means, nor would it be fair towards the soldiers, to make them endure the 
labors of another siege at this advanced season. 

Notwithstanding that we have carried on our operations with such 
celerity, we have had great difficulties to contend with, and have been 
much delayed by the use of the old ordnance and equipments of Eivas, and 
of the Portuguese artillery, in this siege; some of the guns from whicli 
we fire are above 150 years old. The enemy appear to be intrenching 
that part of the castle which we have breached ; but I have strong hopes 
that they will not be able to keep us out of the place. 

77i<? io Dr, Frmick^ Impeator of hospitals. 6tli June, 1811, 

I have had tlie honor to lay before the Commander of the Forces your letter of 
the 5th iiist, and his Excellency has directed me to acquaint you in reply, that 
every Captain of a troop or company is obliged to defray the expense of burying 
the soldiers belonging to it. In reference to the expense thus incurred, it appears 
to have been too great, which has caused the difficulty in recovering the sums laid 
out by the Purveyor on this account. 

His Excellency requests that you will have an estimate made of a reasonable 
expense to which the burial of every soldier should amount, and you will be 
pleased to transmit the same to me, for the approval of the Commander of the 
Forces, and in order that it should be inserted iu the G. 0. of the army, and the 
point linally adjusted. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 7th June, 1811. 

I received this morning your letter of the 5th, for which I am much 
obliged to you. We made an attempt upon San Cristoval last night, 
which however f tiled, as the breach was not so practicable as it ought to 
have been. W e don’t get on with the breach in the body of the place, 
and 1 am much afraid that after all our ammunition will fail. 

To Major Gen. Walker. Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 1811. 

This letter will he delivered to you by Gen. Abadia, who is appointed 
to command in Galicia ; and I have every reason to believe that you will 
find him disposed to make the most of the means which will be at his dis- 
posal in that province; and I shall be obliged to you if you will afford 
him such assistance as may have been placed at your disposal, or as you 
can procure from the British government. 

I have had a long conversation with Gen, Abadia on the state of affairs 
in Galicia, and on the course which it may be expedient that his opera- 
tions should take. My opinion is, that until he shall have a good body of 
cavalry and artillery, and his infantry well disciplined, he should not 
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venture into tbe plains of Leon. The most desirable object for him to 
look to would be to make the siege of Astorga; and till he can efft^ct that 
he should be satisfied, first with securing the defence of Galicia, and next 
with working the French out of the Asturias and La Montana. I have 
turned his attention to the post of Santona, on which subject he will com- 
municate with you. 

Gen. Mendizabal has been appointed to command in Biscay, and his 
views will be turned to the same object, in concert with Gen. Abadia. 
Gen. Mendizabal should act upon the French by land, while Gen. Abadia^'s 
expedition would proceed there by sea, and between the two the Frencli 
may be got out of that interesting post : they must co-operate afterwards 
with such naval means as we may give them, in keeping possession of 
this post; for it is very obvious tome, that if even Santona can be re- 
tained as a military station, it will be useless as a naval station unless the 
surrounding country is friendly to the possessor. Gen. Ahadia will let 
you know how affairs are circumstanced here. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de Graniclia, 8th June, 1811. 

I beg that you will give directions to CoL Fisher to forward to Elvas, 
as soon as convenient, from the stores in his charge, 2000 stands of arms 
complete, and 2000 sets of accoutrements, including 425 sets of bufi* 
accoutrements. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de Grariicha, Slh June, 1811. 

Gen. Abadia, who is appointed to command the troops in Galicia, and 
who will have the honor of presenting this letter to you, is desirous of 
proceeding to his command by sea; and I shall be very much obliged to 
you if you can make it convenient to send him in a man of war, 1 un- 
derstand that he wishes to be landed at Vigo, which may likewise be 
more convenient to you. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Quinta de Granicha, 8t.h June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 5th, and I have no objection to your 
making any use you please of my letter to you of the 1st, respecting the 
supplies for the people of Portugal. Badajoz may fall ; but the business 
will he very near run on both sides. We are going on better with the 
breaches this day ; but I have never seen walls hear so much battering, 
nor ordnance nor artillery so had as those belonging to Elvas. Soult 
must he joined by the 9th corps within 2 or 3 days. Vasconcellos might 
as well sail therefore ; for I think it just as likely that he will take bad 
as that he will take good news. 

P.S. I see that Marmont has crossed the Agueda in some strength, and 
Sir Brent has retired towards the Coa. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 1st, and I am happy to find that you 
agree in opinion with me, regarding the propositions to the Spanish 
government, in respect to the improvement of the discipline of their 
army. To be of any service, the measure must originate in a proposition 
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from themselves, which I am convinced they will not make till they are 
reduced to extremities, any more than they would have proposed to 
receive us at Cadiz, if they had not been much alarmed for their safety. 

I enclose a copy of my last dispatch. I don’t know what to say to 
Badajoz. I think Soult will be joined by the 9th corps to-morrow or next 
day, and we have not yet a practicable breach, either in San Cristoval 
or the body of the place; both are, however, going on tolerably well 
this day. ' . . 

P.S. Marmont has moved a good large force upon Ciudad Eodrigo, 
and Sir B. Spencer has fallen back towards the Coa, I am not quite 
certain that the force has advanced ; or that it is not his advanced guard 
to cover the main body of his array through Banos and Perales. 

To Lieut. Gen, Sir B. Spencer, K..B. Quinta de Graniclia, Stli June, 1811. 

I received this morning your letter of the 6th, 10 p.m. I think it pro- 
bable, from Capt. Brotherton’s report, which you enclosed, that the 
greatest part of the enemy’s army are in march on the Puertos de Banos and 
Perales ; and that a strong advanced guard has been thrown across the 
Agueda in order to keep you in check, and to prevent you from disturbing 
this march. The advanced guard will move probably by Navas Frias, 
&c. I only hope that Pack will not have been disturbed at Almeida. 
We are going on better this day, and have made progress towards prac- 
ticahle breaches in San Cristoval and the castle. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 9th June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 1th, and I think there is scarcely 
a doubt that the enemy are coming to the Tagus; they could not go 
through the Puerto de Perales till they obliged you to withdraw from the 
sources of the Azava, and every thing which goes through Perales must 
pass by or close to Ciudad Rodrigo, Regnier’s corps was at Fuente 
Roble on the 5th, and it appears was to halt thereabouts the 6th ; that is 
the road to the Puerto de Banos. We shall attempt San Cristoval this 
night: the enemy cleared the rubbish from the main breach last night; 
but we are getting on with it this day again. 

P.S. From the number of rations demanded near Fuente Roble, I think 
it probable that Regnier has with him only one division. 

5 P.M. Since writing the above, I have seen a letter of the 7th from 
Plasencia, from which it appears that Gen. Regnier was near the Puerto 
de Banos on the 6th, and had required rations for 30,000 men at Banos, 
for the 7th or 8th ; but from the mode of expression in the letter, I cannot 
tell which. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 10th June, ISI I. 

I received this morning your letter of the 8th. I am much concerned 
that Gen. Pack has destroyed the works of Almeida. I shall be much 
obliged to you if you will send me a copy of the orders which were sent 
to him by Col. De Lancey, 

1 have no doubt that the French are crossing the Tagus; and Murray 
sends orders for your troops to do the same. We failed last night in the 
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attack of Sati Cristov'al; and, as I find tke enemy are about to advance 
again, I bave ordered tbe siege of Badajoz to be raised tbis nigbt. It 
will be completed to-morrow nigbt 

To Marshal Sir W. C- Beresford, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 10th June, 1811. 

Since I saw you I bave beard that Drouet did not arrive at Cordova till 
tbe 8tb, wbicb is not improbable; but they state bis force, some to be 
12,000, others 8000 men, having been joined by different detachments, 
probably Sebastiani’s, on tbe road. From tbe reports in circulation of 
another invasion of Portugal, and from the immense magazines of pro* 
visions wbicb both Soult and Marmont have collected, and particularly 
cattle, I am inclined to suspect that they are for a dart into Portugal, pro- 
bably to endeavor to seize our works at Almada. 

It would be very desirable to order under arms immediately tbe 
Lisbon, Setuval, and Alcacer do Sal militia, and to bave a garrison in 
Setuval and Palmella. These, with the troops, marines, convalescents, 
&c., which we have at Lisbon, would bold the works at Almada till I 
could get a division down, wbicb indeed I ought to do by water if they 
were to make a dart that way. I am certain there is something more in 
tbe wind than tbe desire to force us out of Estremadura, and it is either 
this plan or the siege of Elvas. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de Granicba, 10th June, 1811. 

We made another attempt upon San Cristoval last night, which failed ; 
and in fact we have not made a practicable breach in that outwork, nor 
in tbe body of the place. In the mean time both Soult and Marmont are 
moving into Estremadura in great strength, and I think will join by tbe 
15tb, and I bave therefore ordered that tbe siege may be raised again. 

Tbe enemy are either coming into Portugal or they are about to attack 
Elvas. The only circumstance I have to apprehend is, that Elvas will be 
ill provided. The Portuguese troops in this part of tbe country have, as 
usual, been living upon tbe stores of tbe garrison ; and I must either leave 
the place without supplies, or give them from our stores ; and it is not 
impossible but that tbe necessity of waiting here to collect these supplies, 
and throw them into tbe place, may bring us into an awkward situation. 
Thus this terrible system of government, and tbe abuses in all tbe depart- 
ments, are getting us into scrapes at every step we take. 

Au Capt. G^n. Don F. X. Castanos. Quinta de Granicba, ce 10 Juiii, 1811, 

J’ai rhonneur de vous envoyer copies de 2 lettres interceptdes qui m’ont 
ett^ envoy^es aujourd’bui, par lesquelles il parait que I’ennemi va rassem- 
bler toutes ses forces en Bstremadure, a la suite de quelque nouveau 
projet, qui a ete probablement ordonnd de Paris, 

II est probable par les nouvelles dans ces lettres, et par celles que j’ai 
revues de la date de — , de nos avant postes, que Fennemi s’est mis en 
marche aujourd’hui de Llerena ; et je erois par les nouvelles que je viens 
de recevoir des frontieres de la Castille, que le Mardcbal Marmont arrivera 
i Merida le 15. 

Je viens done de donner ordre qu^on commence a lever le siSge de Ba- 
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dajoz ce soir ; et j’espere que cette operation sera accomplie demain au 
soir. L’etat de la brtjclie ne donnait nulle esperance de pouvoir donner 
a,ssaut pour quelques jours ; et nos munitions commencent a manquer. 

II reste a determiner ce qu’il faut faire dans cette crise de la campagne. 
Ce n’est pas possible d’attaquer le Mardcbal Soult avant sa jonction avec 
le Marecbal Marmont. Nous ne pourrions marcher pour cet objet que le 
12; nous ne pourrions Fatteindre que le 14, m^me s’il ne faisait aucun 
mouvement pour s’dloigner ; et le Marechal Marmont serait le 15 sur 
nos derxueres a Merida ; ou s’il prdferait passer par Medellin, il se joindrait 
ce jour la a?ec Soult, si celui-ci se retirait D'ailleurs nous ne connaissons 
pas la force de Soult Nous savons qu’il est superieur en cavalerie et en 
artillerie; etla composition de la force des allit^s est telle qu’il n’est pas 
du tout a desirer de donner des batailles rangtJes. 

Je suis decidd quand Pennemi s’avancera k faire retirer Parmee all^e 
Anglaise et Portugaise ; et je compte prendre position sur la Caya pr^s 
d’Elvas pour voir arriver Pennemi, et pour reconnattre ses projets; et 
apr^s, s’il est necessaire, je me porterai vers Portal egre, pour op^rer ma 
jonction avec les divisions qui viennent du nord du Tage, et avec la 
cavalerie, &c., qui vient de Lisbonne. 

Je crbis que vous ferez bien de vous tenir en dtroite communication 
avec nous, et que le Capitaine Gdndral Blake fasse la mtoe chose; ou 
qu’il passe en le Condado de Niebla, pour opdrer sur les derrieres de Pen- 
nemi ou sur Seville. 

Apres que Soult aura fait son mouvement de Llerena, surfout s’il passe 
par Hornachos et va a Almendralejo, le Capitaine Gdnt^ral Blake aura le 
choix de deux routes par lesquelles il pourrait passer dans le Condado de 
Niebla : ou celle a la gauche de la Guadiana, par Xerez, &c. ; ou celle k 
la droite de cette riviere dans le royaume de Portugal, et en passant la 
riviere k Mertola. Si le Capitaine Gent^ral se decide k se porter dans le 
Condado de Niebla, et a choisir cette route, je ferai tout en mon pouvoir 
pour faciliter sa marche. 

Je vous prie de me faire savoir quelles sent vos resolutions et celles du 
Capitaine General Blake aussitdt que vous pourrez, parcequ’il est k desirer 
que je puisse bientut prendre la position de la Caya. 

ji.G, to Cnpt, Broivn^ Elvas; and Capt. Stewart^ Esfremoe. 10th June, 1811. 

As his Excellency the Commander of the Forces has decided tliat the sick and 
■wounded at Elvas shall be removed towards Lisbon, you will make the necessary 
preparations accordingly, and receive such other instructions from the Inspector of 
hospitals as may be requisite to carry on this service. 

As it is very desirable, under the present circumstances of the army, that no 
effective men should proceed to the rear, his Excellency cannot allow of escorts 
proceeding even with the men whose cases enable them to walk. You must, 
therefore, make the best arrangements you can with such non-commissioned 
officers or steady soldiers as go to the rear, to take charge of the men, giving 
them, previous to their marching, the most positive orders not to straggle from 
their posts, or attempt pillaging or plundering upon the road, as they will 
undoubtedly be heard of if this takes place, and the severest examples will be made* 

7%e JM, to Brig, Gen, Peacoche, Ltihon. 10th June, 1811. 

I have not failed to call the attentiqn of the Commander of the Forces to the 
subject of yoxtr letter of the 9th inst., and its several enclosures. The evil you 
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describe is no doubt a very serious one, but there would be so much difficulty 
attending the forcing of the soldiers’ wives out of this country, and so much imprac^ 
ticability in the Commander of the Forces carrying, himself, into execution, with- 
out previous consultation with the heads of departments in England, the plan you 
propose, that it does not seem feasible to his Excellency, or one that can now be 
decided upon. The great mischief has arisen from commanding officers of 
regiments not attending to the orders relative to the embarkation of only tlie 
women that are allowed on their corps being sent on service. To remedy 
as far as possible the existing evil, the Commander of the Forces directs that 
^ ^ ^ ^ 

and the Commander of the Forces trusts that hy their exertion, as much as hy 
that of yourself and Capt, Tucker, a remedy will be found for tbe serious evil 
stated to exist. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicba, lltb June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 9th June. 

I don’t exactly understand what orders have been given to Gen. Pack, 
and in what manner affairs are situated at Almeida. 

My memorandum to you of the 15th May was founded on a supposition 
that it might be necessary for you to retire from the frontier, and I ex- 
pressed a particular anxiety Hhat that place (Almeida) should not be 
abandoned till it should be necessary,’ 

My letter to you of the 1st inst. was founded on a supposition that the 
enemy were about to move through the mountains towards the Tagus ; 
and, after having requested you to make a corresponding movement, I re- 
quested that Gen. Pack’s brigade might remain at Almeida, and in the 
neighbourhood, till relieved by the militia. 

I did not think it probable that, if you should make the movement to 
the south directed hy my letter of the 1st inst., there could exist any neces- 
sity for abandoning and destroying Almeida, and I did not advert to it in 
that letter. But it appears hy your letter of the 8th inst., which I received 
yesterday, that you had directed Gen. Pack * to consider his secure retreat 
as a primary object, and that, upon evacuating the place, he should blow 
up the remainder of the fortifications, and destroy the military stores,’ 
adverting, of course, to my memorandum to you of the 15th May. Ac- 
cording to this memorandum, Almeida should not have been abandoned 
till it was necessary ; and yet it appears, by your letter of the 9tli inst., to 
have been so little necessary, that Gen. Pack left in that neighbourhood 
one regiment of his brigade, which is there still. 

There can be no reason whatever why that regiment should now remain 
at Almeida. The place, and every thing it contained, are destroyed, and 
the regiment should be directed to join the brigade; but as I have had a 
good deal of correspondence with the government upon the subject of 
Almeida, and they have taken some pains and incurred some expense in 
preparing to repair the place, it is desirable that I should have a copy of 
the orders sent to Gen. Pack, and his official report of the mode in which 
he executed them ; and that the necessity for abandoning and destroying 
the place should be made clear. Upon this last point, it would be desir- 
able to have in detail the reports of the enemy’s situation on the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th, and the situation of Barbacena’s cavalry and of our posts. 

I requested Col. Murray to write to you yesterday respecting the passage 
of the Tagus hy the troops undei< your command; since which I have re- 



PORTUGAL. g3 

ceived Capt. Grant’s letter of the ^th, from the enclosures in which it 
would appear that the passage of the Tagusby the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ 
although a probable operation, is not absolutely decided. I request, there- 
fore, that the following disposition may, for the present, be made of the 
troops under your command, instead of that directed in Col. Murray’s letter 
of yesterday: the Light division, and one brigade of cavalry, at Niza, as 
therein directed ; the 1st division, the right at Villa Velha, the left in the 
villages between Villa Velha and Gastello Branco, and one brigade of ca- 
valry in front of Gastello Branco, towards Salvaterra ; the 5th division in 
the cantonments, as directed in Col. Murray’s letter of yesterday. 

I have seen Mr. Kennedy regarding your supplies. From your letter, 
I understand that the whole have, or will have, bread to the 15th inclusive; 
100,000 rations of bread have been ordered to Gastello Branco, which it is 
apprehended may not arrive there. But there are 50,000 rations at Villa 
Velha, and the magazine is at Abrantes, about 9 leagues from Niza. 

The A,G» to Lieut p CoL Campbell, regt. 11th June, 18H. 

I have received your letter addressed to the Adj. Gen., head quarters. 
Although the Commander of the Forces believes, according to your represen- 
tation, that you received no G. O. about leaving your heavy baggage at home, 
prior to your embarkation for this country, still there is no objection to your car- 
rying the G.O. of the 3d June, Nos. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and *12, into execution. 
With respect to the persons you are to send to take care of the same, on a refer- 
ence to G.O. you will perceive that you have a permission to send an officer to 
Lisbon to arrange your baggage, &c. ; but no regiment has had leave to send an 
officer home to England for this purpose, and no particular exception can. be 
made in favor of the 94tb regt. There will be no objection, however, to the 
officer you mention, Lieut. Spooner, going home with your heavy baggage 
if a Medical Board recommends his leave of absence to England.for recovery of 
health. 

To Lieut, Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 12th June, 1811. 

I received this morning your two letters of the 10th. 

You had better send the sick you may have to Abrantes, but not by water 
from Villa Velba. The Portuguese should also go from Gastello Branco 
to Lisbon by Abrantes. 


To Col. Austin. Quinta de Granicha, 12th June, 1811, 

In consequence of the expected early collection of the enemy’s whole 
force in Estremadura, I think it probable that Gen. Blake’s corps will re- 
turn to the Condado de Niebla, and that they will pass through Portugal 
on their way thither. I have desired the Gommissary Gen. to prepare for 
their passage with provisions at Beja and at Villa Vi 90 sa; and I request 
you to have from 12,000 to 15,000 rations of bread and meat, and 1500 
rations of forage, prepared for them at Mertola, and boats collected at that 
place, in order to transport them across the Guadiana. I cannot say ex- 
actly when they will march, but it is desirable that all the preparations 
should be made immediately ; and I will give you the earliest intimatiM 
of the movement. 

I will pay any expense that may be incurred to collect the rations or 
boats. ■■■ 
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Aw Capt G^n, Don L Blake. Qwiuta de Granicha, ce 12 Juin, 1811. 

J’ai re(»u la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait Fhonnenr de in’t^criic 
le 11, et je conviens avec vous qne vons ferez bien de porter les op^^rations 
du corps d’armee de votre Excellence dans le Condado de Niebla, en cae 
<^u*il devienne necessaire ponr Parmde aliye Anglaise et Portugaise de se 
porter snr la Caya. 

Je vous envoie line route par laquelle seule votre artillerie pourrait 
marcher, et vous verrez a la note la provision qu’on aura faite pour votrJfe 
marche. J’ai donnd ordre qu*on fasse provision pour 12,000 hommes et 
1500 chevaiix, et je vous prie de me faire savoir*s’il vous en faut plus. 

Le siege de Badajoz sera entierement levd cette nuit. 

Je n’ai pas encore de nouvelles du mouvement du Martichal Soult ; 
mais je crois qu’il aura ete joint par le corps de Drouet aujourd’hui, et 
probablement qu’il se mettra en mouvement demain. Son premier 
mouvement sera, il y a apparence, vers Hornachos, ou m^me plus A sa 
droite, pour dviter toute affaire avec nous, jusqu’a I’arrivde de Parmee de 
Portugal. Je suppose que votre premier mouvement sera sur Valverde 
pour attendre celui de Pennemi. Celui de nos troupes en avant sera sur 
Albuera. 

Les 3™* et 4“* divisions de Parmde de Portugal, sous les ordres du 
Gt:ndral Regnier, sont arrivees a Plasencia le 9 de ce mois. C^est im jour 
plus tard que je n*ai compte, mais elles pourront toujours arriver k Merida 
le 16; et si elles font la jonction par le pont de Medellin, elles la feront 
lel5. 

Je vous prie, M. le Gdne^ral, de donner ordre qu’on conserve la discipline 
en passant par le royaume de Portugal. 

Je suis bien fl.cbd de n’avoir pas 'eu le plaisir de faire la copnaissance de 
votre Excellence; mais j’espere que Poccasion est seulement retardtk^ pour 
le moment. 

To Major Gen. the Hon, W. Stewart. Quinta de Granicha, Pith June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 9th. 

I was allowed by the Commander in Chief to recommend for brevet 
promotion a certain number of officers ; and I was under the necessity of 
course of taking them from dil parts of the army. I was also obliged to 
attend to the claims of seniority in instances in which the senior officer 
had besides the claim of merit. Under these circumstances, although the 
light regiments had their proportion of this promotion, I was not enabled 
to recommend your brother Capt. J. Stewart, although I certainly wished 
it Gen. Craufurdhas since proposed to me a plan, under which I could 
have got him the rank of Major, if that plan had been practicable ; hut 
the Spaniards were to be concerned ; and if the plan was practicable, so 
much time must elapse before they can he brought to consent to it, that 
it is useless to undertake it I assure you that it will give me great satis- 
faction to have it in my power to forward the views of your brother in the 
service, not only for his advantage, hut for that of the public. 

To Col. Gordorr, Commissary in Chief, Quinta de Granicha, 12th June, 1811 

1 have received your letter of the Hth May, and I am much obliged 
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to you for the desire you express to render your department useful to us 
in this country. 

The Portuguese commissariat, and all the departments attached to that 
army, are in a miserably inefficient state from two causes: the want of 
authority to enforce obedience to order and regulation ; the want of money 
to defray the necessary expenses. 

The departments attached to the army are not liable to the military law ; 
we therefore have no power to punish those guilty of any offence ; and, 
as for expecting punishment from complaint to the government or to the 
civil tribunals, it would he just as reasonable to expect the coming of the 
Messiah, or the return of King Sebastian. 

These unfortunate governments in the Peninsula had been reduced to 
such a state of decrepitude, that I believe there was no authority existing 
within Spain or Portugal before the French invaded these countries. The 
French invasion did not improve this state of things ; and since what is 
called in Spain the revolution, and in Portugal the restoration, no crime 
that I know of has been punished in either, excepting that of being a 
French partisan. Those malversations in office ; those neglects of duty; 
the disobedience of orders; the inattention to regulation, which tend to 
defeat all plans for military operation, and ruin a state that is involved in 
war, more certainly than the plots of all the French partisans, are passed 
unnoticed ; and notwithstanding the numerous complaints which Marshal 
Beresford and I have made, I don’t know that one individual has yet been 
punished, or even dismissed from his office. 

The cause of this evil is the mistaken principle on which the govern- 
ment have proceeded. They have imagined that the best foundation for 
their power was a low, vulgar popularity, of which the evidence is the 
shouts of the mob of Lisbon, and the regular attendance at their levees, 
and the hows and scrapes, of people in office, who ought to have other 
modes of spending their time ; and to obtain this bubble the government 
of Portugal, as well as the successive governments in Spain, have neglected 
to perform those essential duties of all governments, viz,, to force those 
they are placed over to do their duty, by which, before this time, these 
countries would have, been out of danger. 

The other evil is connected very materially with the first. The govern- 
ment will not regulate their finances, because it will interfere with some 
man’s job. They will not lay on new taxes, because in all countries those 
who lay on taxes are not favorites with the mob. They have a general 
income tax called lOper cent^ and in some cases 20 j?er cent, which they 
have regulated in such a manner as that no individual, I believe, has paid 
a hundredth part of what he ought to have paid. Then, from want of 
money, they can pay nobody, and of course have not even the influence 
which they ought to have over the subordinate departments. The hire 
of mules and carts, the food for the animals and drivers, are never paid ; 
and of course the animals die, and the people desert the service. 

The Commissaries have no money to purchase any thing in the country. 
I will not allow the soldiers to pillage. The government have no money 
to pay for the transport of provisions from the magazines on the coast to 
the army, and are bankrupt in credit, and are unwilling to execute their 
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owa la# to force means of transport; and the result is that the troops get 
nothing, and every department and branch of the service is paralysed. 

The remedy which has beeii proposed from Engk^ has been that we 
should take the commissariat upon ourselves. I have already done as 
much as I could in this way; that is, under an arrangement which pro- 
vides for the expense being subtracted from the subsidy. I have arranged 
that the Commissary Gen. shall provide for those parts of the army serv- 
ing with the British divisions. I know that we cannot do more without 
.failure.'' 

In addition to embarrassments of all descriptions surrounding us on all 
sides, I have to contend with an ancient enmity between these two nations, 
which is more like that of cat and dog than any thing else, of which no 
sense of common danger, or common interest, or any thing, can get the 
better, even in individuals. 

Our transport, which is the great lever of the commissariat, is done 
principally, if not entirely, by Spanish muleteers ; and, to oblige Mr. 
Kennedy, they would probably once or twice carry provisions to a Poi*- 
tuguese regiment, but they would prefer to quit us, and attend the French, 
to being obliged to perform this duty constantly. 

When a Portuguese brigade is in a British division, the muleteers 
don’t inquire, and don’t know, for whom they carry the supplies ; and 
the Commissary with the division issues to the Portuguese Commissary 
wbat is required for the Portuguese troops, taking his receipt for the 
quantities, and a charge is made against the subsidy for the actual cost, 
including a certain sum for transport from the magazines. 

There are hut few Portuguese troops not serving in our divisions ; hut 
there is the militia, there are the forts, and other establishments, to be 
provided for, into which we could not enter without involving ourselves 
in inextricable details and an enormous expense. 

The remedy for the existing evils is simple, and has been repeatedly re- 
commended by me as far hack as Nov. 1809, at the period of the Austrian 
peace. It consists in the following measures : 

1st; To make the disposable income of the State more nearly equal to 
the expenditure, by reforms, improvements in collection, and some in- 
crease of taxation. Something has lately been done in this way, and I 
understand with very considerable success: but, notwithstanding my 
repeated remonstrances, and telling the government over and over again 
that money (that is, specie) could not be got for their expenses in Eng- 
land, and that they must look to the produce of their o wn exertions alone 
for that necessary, it is only lately that they have done any thing. 

2dly; To make all officers and departments connected with the army 
liable to the military law of the country. 

Sdly ; To alter the military law of the country so as to render it more 
conformable to the circumstances of the present day. ^ 

4thly ; To appoint a Commissary Gen., with a sufficient number of depu- 
ties and assistants, to perform the duty of the army, instead of what is 
called a Junta, consisting of merchants of Lisbon and their clerks, who 
have no responsibility, and know nothing of provisioning an army, ex- 
cepting the profitable jobs they themselves derive from it, and to regulate 



PORTUGAL. 


87 


tlie duties of the Commissary Gen. ’s office, in the manner the details of 
which have “been proposed to them. 

5thly ; To regulate the medical department, and render it liable to mili- 
tary law. You will scarcely believe that the office of Physician General 
is a sinecure, held for life, with a right to appoint a deputy, likewise a 
sinecure held for life, and at the same time a right to interfere in the me- 
dical department, and to prevent any body else from doing any good. 

6thly ; To regulate the department of the arsenal, and render its officers 
liable to the military law. This is a department connected not only with 
army and military stores, but with the clothing and appointments of the 
army ; and this also is managed by a Junta, responsible to nobody, and 
who do nothing. 

It may be observed that all these improvements would do very well, 
but still that a British Commissary or two might be of use. So they 
might if they were worth having; but if they are worth having, I can’t 
spare them ; and if they are not, they will do no good to the Portuguese 
concerns. In fact, there is no want of ability in the country or of good 
will. The wants consist in what we can’t give them, unless more dispo- 
sition is shown to attend to our counsel, and the local governments deter- 
mine to alter their system, and really to do their duty by their country. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir C. Asgill, Bart. Quinta de Granicha, 12th June, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 18th May, and I shall be very happy 
to give you every assistance in my power, in carrying into execution the 
charitable intentions of the people of Ireland. That which the people of 
Portugal have lost, from the want of which they are likely to suffer most, 
is their laboring cattle, bullocks: Ireland could supply many ; and cows 
with calf would be very acceptable. Building materials, such as planks, 
nails, and bar iron, would be very useful ; large casks with iron hoops 
would also be desirable, particularly at an early period, as the French 
destroyed their casks, and they will find it difficult to replace them in 
time to receive the wine harvest of this year. Blankets, and coarse 
woollen in the piece, might be sent with advantage. 

To the Officer comnig. at Niza. Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811. 

I request that the brigade of cavalry under Major Gen. Anson, which 
I understand arrived at Niza on the 12th, and the Light division of in- 
fiintry under Major Gen. Craufurd, which I understand arrived at Niza 
on this day, the 13th, may march to Portalegre on the morning of the 
15th inst. 

To tiie Officer commg. the 1st Division of Infantry. Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811. 

I request that the 1st division of infantry, with the artillery attached, 
or marching with it, which I understand arrived this day at Villa Velha, 
Sarnadas, and the villages between Villa Velha and Gastello Branco, may 
crcps the Tagus at Villa Velha, on the morning of the 15th inst, and 
proceed to Niza, and on the 16th to Portalegre. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811, 7 p.m. 

I have received your letter of 10 a.m., and if you have no authority. 
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excepting *“ — — — — ’s repnrt, for saying that the enemy were in Los 
Santos, I shoxild be inclined to doubt it. However, I have ordered Gen. 
Hamilton’s division to Albuera this night; and if I should not receive a 
contradiction of the report before the moon rises I shall go there myself. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811, 7 p.m. 

I enclose some letters just received. I doubt the enemy being in Los 
Santos, although, as Drouet joined either last night or this morning, they 
will probably move to-morrow. I have ordered Hamilton to move to 
Albuera, and I shall go there to-night if I should not receive a contradic- 
tion of the report before the moon rises. 

To Lieut, Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. 

Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811, 20 rain, past 8 p.m. 

I have just received your letter of yesterday evening ; and I request 
that the blankets, which the Commanding officers of regiments may be 
desirous of getting rid of, may be sent by return mules to the Commis- 
sary’s stores at Abrantes, if any should be sent there. A mule will not 
carry more than about 40, and they should be made up in packages of 20 
each. The Commanding officers of regiments should report to the Q. M. G. 
the number they send into store, and to what place. 

I send directions to Gen. Craufurd to march with the Light division, 
and to Gen. Anson to march with his cavalry, to Portalegre on the IBtli, 
and to the 1st division to march on the same day to Niza, and on the 16 th 
to Portalegre ; and I request you to order Gen. Campbell and Gen. Pack 
to move on the 15th to Villa Velha and Sarnadas, and on the lOth to 
Niza. The other brigade of cavalry may move into Castello Branco on 
the 1 5th, keeping still a look towards Salvaterra. I beg that the 9 
pounders, the reserve artillery, &c., may move with any division witli 
which they may he. 

To tKe Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811. 

I beg leave to inform your Lordship that, since the commencement of 
the siege of Badajoz, 52 of the Chasseurs Britanniques have deserted, 
notwithstanding that we have with the army only a selection of that corps ; 
686 who are suspected being left behind at Lisbon. The inconvenience 
of the desertion of the soldiers of this army is very great, because it is 
almost the only mode by which the enemy can acquire intelligence; hut, 
besides the inconvenience which all must feel, the disgrace is no trifle, 
and it would be very desirable if these corps could he relieved by others. 
Imuch fear from all that I hear that the recruiting of these corps has not 
been conducted as government intended, and that prisoners have been 
'enlisted, as well as deserters, into the Chasseurs Britanniques and the 
Brunswick Legion. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, isfl. 

In consequence of a report from the Chief Engineer, Lieut. Col 
Fletcher, that the Are from San Cristoval might occasion the loss of 
many lives in the operations on the left of the Guadiana, and the breach in 
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that outwork having been apparently much improved by the fire through- 
out the Gth, I directed that an attempt might be made to carry San 
Cristoval by storm that night. Major Gen. Houstoun, who conducted 
the operations of the siege on the right of the Guadiana, accordingly 
ordered a detachment under Major Macintosh, of the 85th regt., to make 
the attempt. The men advanced under a very heavy fire of musketry and 
hand grenades from the outworks, and of shot and shells from the town, 
with the utmost intrepidity, and in the best order, to the bottom of the 
breach; the advanced guard being led by Ensign Dyas, of the 51st regt., 
who volunteered to perform this duty : but they found that the enemy had 
cleared the rubbish from the bottom of the escarp; and, notwithstanding 
that they were provided with ladders, it was impossible to mount it. 
They retired with some loss. 

The fire upon San Cristoval, as well as upon the place, continued on 
the 7th, 8th, and 9th, on which day the breach in the wall of San Cris- 
toval appeared practicable, and I directed that a second attempt should he 
made on that night to obtain possession of that outwork. Major Gen. 
Houstoun ordered another detachment for this service, under the com- 
mand of Major M‘Geechy, of the 17th Portuguese regt., who, with the 
officers destined to command the different parties composing the detach- 
ment, had been employed throughout the 8th and 9th in reconnaitring 
the breach and the diflbrent approaches to it. They advanced at about 9 
at night, in the best order, though opposed by the same means, and with 
the same determination as had been opposed to the detachment which had 
made the attempt on the 6th. Ensign Dyas^ again led the service, and 
the storming party arrived at the foot of the breach ; hut they found it 
impossible to mount it, the enemy having again cleared the rubbish from 
the bottom of the escarp. The detachment suffered considerably, and 
Major M‘Geechy, the Commanding officer, was unfortunately killed, and 
others of the officers fell ; but the troops continued to maintain their 
station till Major Gen. Houstoun ordered them to retire. 

When the reinforcements had arrived from the frontiers of Castille, 
after the battle of Albuera, I undertook the siege of Badajoz, entertaining 
a belief that the means of which I had the command would reduce the 
place before the end of the second week in June, at which time I ex- 
pected that the reinforcement for the enemy’s southern army, detached 
from Castille, would join Marshal Sou It. I was unfortunately mistaken 
in my estimate of the quality of these means. 

The ordnance belonging to the garrison of Elvas is very ancient and 
incomplete; unprovided with the improvements adopted by modern 
science to facilitate and render more certain the use of cannon ; and 
although classed generally as 24 pounders, the guns were found to be of 
a calibre larger than the shot in the garrison of that weight The fire 
from this ordnance was therefore very uncertain, and the carriages proved 
to be worse even than we supposed they were ; and both guns and car- 

* Rtisign Dya« Rucceedecl by regitnetdal rotation to a Li tni tenancy, and remained a 
subaltern in the 5Lst until the 30th Oct. 1820. A representation of his services and position 
was then again made to H. II. H. the Commander in Chief. He was, in cmiHequence, 
promoted to be Ca|)tain of a company in a Ceylon regiment, but sluatly afterwards re- 
tired from the service. 
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riages were rendered useless so frequently by tbe effect of our own fire 
as to create delay, in consequence of the necessity which existed for ex- 
changing both in the advanced batteries. Those who are accustomed to 
observe the effect of the fire of artillery will be astonished to learn that 
fire was kept up from the 2d to the 10th inst. from fourteen 24 pounders, 
upon the wall of the castle of Badajoz, constructed of rammed earth and 
loose stones, of which the foot was se^n at the distance of from 400 to 
600 yards, and that it had not at last effected a practicable breach. It 
was impossible to estimate the length of time which would elapse before 
a practicable breach could have been effected in this wall ; and, even if 
one had been effected, it was the opinion of the engineers and others, as 
well as my own, that although the breach could have been stormed, we 
could not have formed our troops to attack the enemy’s intrenchment 
within, unless we had possession of Fort San Cristoval. 

We had failed in two attempts to obtain possession of Fort San Cris- 
toval, and it was obvious to me that we could not obtain possession of 
that outwork without performing a work which would have required the 
labor of several days to accomplish it. 

On the morning of the 10th inst. I received the enclosed intercepted 
dispatch, from the Due de Dalmatie to the Due de Raguse,^ which pointed 
out clearly the enemy’s design to collect in Estremaclura their whole 
force ; and I bad reason to believe that Bonet’s corps, which bad marched 
from Toledo on the 28th and 29th May, and was expected at Cordova on 
the 5th and 6th inst., would have joined the southern army by the 10th ; 
and it was generally expected in the country that the southern army 
would have moved by that time. 

The movement of this army alone would have created a necessity for 
raising the siege; but on the same morning I received accoxxnts from the 
frontiers of Gastille, which left no doubt of tbe destination of tbe ^'Armee 
de PoTtugaP to tbe southward, and gave ground for belief that they would 
arrive at Merida on the 15th inst. I therefore ordered that the siege 
should he raised. I am concerned to add that this measure was rendered 
expedient, not only hy the military considerations to which I have above 
referred, but by others relative to the security of Elvas. 

If the siege had been continued only for 2 days longer there would 
have remained in Elvas only 10,000 24 pound shot; a quantity by no 
means sufficient for its defence, if the course of events should enable the 
enemy to attack that place ; and I learn that there are none at Lisbon, 
and if there were any, the government, under present circumstances, have 
not the power of procuring means of transport to send it up. 

Since the troops under Sir W. Beresford have been in this part of the 
country, Gen. Hamilton’s division of Portuguese troops, consisting of 3 
brigades, had been supplied with provisions generally from the stores of 
Elvas, as well as the troops of the garrison ; and the stores of Elvas had 
been very inadequately, if at all, upheld to answer these demands. Th(^ 
consequence is that there are not at this moment in the fort supplies for 
the garrison for one fortnight 
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All tlie means of transport which could he collected in this neighbour- 
hood were employed in aid of the operations of the siege, from which 
they could not be relieved till the siege should be raised, and the oi^dnance 
and stores returned to Elvas. 

The application of these means of transport, to bring a supply to Elvas 
from the British magazines at Abrantes (which is the resource from which 
at last it must be drawn), and the eventual safety of that place, depended 
upon the early discontinuance of the operations against Eadajoz; and 
this, independent of the circumstances above referred to, and the military 
considerations resulting from them, was a principal motive with me for 
raising the siege on the 10th inst. From this circumstance your Lord- 
ship will see additional reason to lament the state of inefficiency of all the 
Portuguese departments attached to the army. It affords an additional 
proof of the embarrassments which meet me at every turn, from wants 
and deficiencies for which the Portuguese government ought to provide, 
but which invariably at last fall, at the most critical moments, upon the 
resources which have been provided, with great difficulty and labor, and 
at great expense, by the departments of the British army. 

I have every reason to he satisfied with the conduct of the officers 
and troops employed at the siege of Badajoz, whose labors and exertions 
deserved a very difierent result. Major Gen. Picton directed the opera- 
tions on the left of the Guadiana, and Major Gen. Houstoun on the right ; 
and I am much indebted to those officers, as well as to Major Gen. 
Hamilton, and the other General and Staff officers, and the officers and 
troops under their command respectively. Lieut. Col. Fletcher, of the 
Royal engineers, was the directing engineer, and immediately superin- 
tended the operations on the left of the Guadiana, and Capt. Squire those 
on the riglit of that river ; and these officers, and the corps of Royal 
engineers, have, by their conduct on this occasion, augmented their claims 
to my approbation. Lieut. Col. Framingham commanded the artillery, 
having under his orders Major Dickson, attached to the Portuguese ser- 
vice, who, during the absence of Lieut. Col. Framingham with the troops 
which were employed to cover the operations, conducted all the details of 
this important department. I had every reason to be satisfied with these 
ofBcei's, and most particularly with Major Dickson,^ from whose activity, 
zeal, and intelligence, the British service has derived great advantage in 
the different operations against Badajoz. Capt. Cleves, of the Hanoverian 
artillery, conducted that department on the right of the Guadiana with 
great success. 

The service of the batteries was performed by detachments from the 
1st, 2d, and 3d regts. of Portuguese artillery, who conducted themselves 
remarkably well. They were aided by Capt. Rainsford’s company of the 
Royal artillery, who were indefatigable; some of them liaving never 
quitted the batteries. 

lam much indebted to Gen. Leite, the governor of the province of 

* The late Major Gen. Sir Alex. Dickson, then Capt. Dickson, R. A*, and 

Major in the Portuguese service. The details and supennteridence of the artillery at the 
sieges were principally confided to him. 
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Alentejo and of Elvas, for the assistance which he again afforded me in 
this operation. 

I enclose a return of the killed and wounded throughout the siege, 
from which your Lordship will observe that, excepting in the attempts to 
obtain possession of San Cristoval, our loss has not been severe. We 
still maintain the blockade of Badajoz ; and I know from an intercepted 
letter, that the enemy had in the place, on the 28th May, only 3 weeks’ 
provisions. 

I have not yet heard that the enemy have moved from their position at 
Llerena, and I imagine that the arrival of the 9th corps has been delayed 
longer than was expected ; and it is probable that Soult will be unwilling 
to move till he hears of the movements of the ‘ Armee de PortugaV They 
broke up from the Tormes on the 3d, and their advanced guard arrived 
at Ciudad Rodrigo on the evening of the 5th. They moved forward again 
on the 6th, and Lieut Gen. Sir B. Spencer withdrew the advanced guard 
of the troops • under his command, first to Nave d’Aver, and thence to 
Alfaiates; having his main body on the higli ground behind Soito ; and 
on the following morning he retired behind the Coa at Sahugal. The 
enemy patrolled on the 6th into Fuentes de Onoro and into Nave d’Aver. 

I enclose Sir B. Spencer’s report^ of these operations, from which it 
appears that the Royal dragoons, under Col. Clifton, and a squadron of 
the 14th, the whole directed by Major Gen. Slade, distinguished them- 
selves. 


* Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer to Gen. Vise. Wellington. Soito, 7ih June, 1811. 

In my letter of the 5th inst. from Villar Formoso, I did myself the honor of ac- 
quainting your Lordship that I had just returned from the heights in front of 
Gallegos, fiom whence 1 discovered a body of the enemy of about 3000 men, con- 
sisting of 500 cavalry and 2500 infantry, with artillery, entering Ciudad Rodrigo 
from the Salamanca road. I requested Col. Waters to remain on the heights until 
sunset, to notice whether any more of the enemy followed those whicii I have 
mentioned, and he reported to me that they were succeeded by another column: 
but I have strong reason to think, from what I shall relate to your Lordship, that 
they must have marched large bodies of infantry and cavalry into Ciudad Rodrigo 
in the course of the night. 

According to your Lordship’s instructions I concentrated the troops rather 
more in their cantonments, upon hearing, a few days before, that the enemy were 
moving in the direction of Ciudad Rodrigo, and took the other necessary precau- 
tions for falling back. 

The enemy advanced, as I thought it probable, at daybreak on the morning of 
the 6th, in 2 columns ; one taking the direction of Gallegos, and the other that of 
Carpio and Espeja. The former was a heavy column of cavalry and infantry, 
with several guns, and the latter consisted of about 6000 infantry; but in saying 
this I should observe that, from the nature of the country, the rear of these 
columns could not be discovered. They bad also upwards of 2000 cavalry, and 
10 guns, which moved across the plain in front of Fuentes de Onoro. 

From the nature of the country being so perfectly open, and the probability of 
the enemy bringing a large portion of his cavalry upon tiiis point, I deemed it 
most prudent to withdraw the Light division under Brig. Gen. Craufurd, which 
accordingly fell back from Gallegos and Espeja, at 2 o’clock in the morning, upon 
Nave d’Aver. 

Observing the rapidity of the enemy’s advance, and the superior number of liis 
cavalry, the Light division, with the horse artillery attached to them, was directed 
to retire further back upon Alfaiates, the 1st and 5th divisions gradually falling 
back from Aldea da Ponte and Nave d’Aver to the heights just behind Soito, and 
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1 imagine that the enemy’s march in this direction was intended as a 
reconnaissance, and to cover the march of a convoy to Ciudad Rodrigo, as 
on the following day, the Ith, the whole moved from thence to Moras- 
verdes, in the direction of the Puerto de Banos; near which pass Gen. 
Regnier had been with 2 divisions of the ‘ Armee de FortugaV since the 
5th. On the 8th, in the evening, one division of Gen. Regnier’s troops had 
come through Banos; and I expect that those divisions will have arrived 
at Plasencia on the 9th, and the whole army on the 10th. 

I had directed Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer to make a movement cor- 
responding with those of the enemy, if they should move to the south- 
ward; and the greatest part of his corps is now at Gastello Branco and 
Villa Velha; and a part of it on this side of the Tagus, at Niza. 

The Commissary Gen. has thrown a sufficient quantity of provisions 
into all the places on the frontier, and measures are in progress to im- 
prove the defence of them all. 

P.S. Since writing this dispatch I have received accounts that Gen, 
Drouet’s troops joined on the enemy’s right at Berlanga and Azuaga 
yesterday, and a report that their cavalry were in movement towards Los 
Santos this morning. The British cavalry and the 2d and 4th divisions 
were about to march from Villa Franca and Almendralejo towards 
Albiiera; and 1 have ordered there Geh. Hamilton’s division ; and I shall 
proceed there this night myself, if I should find this report confirmed. 


the 6th division from Malhada-sorda to Kendo, the cavalry remaining in front 
of Alfaiates. 

It is with great pleasure I have to mention the very admirable conduct of the 
Royals, under the command of Lieut. Col. Clifton,* and one troop of the 14th light 
dragoons, which being all that were employed in covering the front from Villar 
de Yegua to Espeja, were assembled at Gallegos, and retreated from thence agree- 
ably to my directions. The force which they were opposed to, your Lordship is 
in possession of in this letter ; and notwithstanding all the efforts of Gen, Mont- 
bnin, who commanded the French cavalry, to ontflank the British, pressing them 
at the same time in front with 8 pieces of cannon, their retiring to Nave d’Aver 
merits the highest admiration. 

In offering my sense of their conduct, and of the very stubborn manner in 
which they retired, I derive very great satisfaction in acquainting your Lordship 
that Major Gen. Skde directed in person the whole of the affair, and by his move- 
ments foiled the designs of the enemy, and the British cavalry maintained, as 
usual, their high character. 

The Major Gen., in his report to me, speaks in much praise of Major Dorville, 
of the Royal dragoons ; of Capt. Purvis, of the same regiment ; and of Capt. 
Dowson, of the 14th light dragoons, who had opportunities of distinguishing 
themselves much. 

I am not able to judge exactly of the designs of the enemy, hut I know that they 
left Salamanca with 18,000 infantry, and with upwards of 3000 cavalry, and 34 
pieces of artillery, on the road to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

In concluding my statement of the movements of y esterday, I beg leave to add 
my acknowledgments for the choice made by your Lordship, of the Hon. Col. 
Pakenham, and of Lieut, Col. De Lancey, at the head of their respective depart- 
ments, with this portion of the army; their zeal and good judgment are already 
known to your Lordship. 

The loss of the cavalry upon this occasion, I am happy to say, amounted to 
no more than 10 R. and F* wounded, and 9 missing ; and 6 horses killed, 10 
wounded, and 4 missing. 

, ' Lieut, Gen. Sir A.. Clifton,; K,C.B,', 
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Return of killed, wounded, and missing, in the several aifairs with the French array, from 
the SOth May to the 11th June, 1811, inclusive. 

Head quarters, Quinta de St. JoSo, 13th June, 1811. 



Officers. 

Non - commis- 
sioned officers 
& drummers. 

Tj 

§ 

Horses, 

Total loss of officers, 
non - commissioned 
officers, arid R, & F, 

Killed . . . . . 

9 

3 

106 


118 

Wounded . . • • 

22 

17 

315 

. — 

354 

Missing • . * • . 

3 

— 

6 

— 

9 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811. 

I enclose the weekly state of the 1st inst., from which you will observe 
that our list of sick and wounded is much increased. We have no sick- 
ness of any consequence, but I should think not less than 7000 altogether. 

I likewise enclose the last return from Belem, which will show of 
what descriptions the men returned sick absent, in the May returns, are 
composed. There are now at Elvas 300 or 400 recovered, who cannot 
join for want of arms and accoutrements ; our friends the Spaniards hav- 
ing played the usual trick of plundering the arms and accoutrements of 
the wounded at Albuera, on the field of battle. I am much annoyed 
about Badajoz, although convinced I could not have taken the place with 
the means we had of carrying on the operation. 

To Marslml Sir W, C. Beresford, IC.B. Albuera, 14tli June, 1811, 10 a.m. 

I find that Gen. Blake is not satisfied with the arrangement made for 
feeding his troops on their passage through Portugal, and he insists upon 
having rations at Jurumenha. I beg you to give most particular orders 
to the Governor of Jurumenha to allow no armed men to go into his fort, 
and to give rations to nobody not belonging to the garrison, without an 
order from you. 

The French are in strength in Los Santos, and we are not certain of 
any thing on this side of that town, although it has been reported they are 
every where. We could not take the position in front of this for want of 
water. If what I have heard this morning is true, they must he this day 
at Truxillo. 

P.S. If our provisions should be sent to Jurumenha they should he well 
escorted, for fear of outrages, if Blake should he on his march. 

To R. Kennedy, Esq., Commissary General. Albuera, 14tli June, 1811, 

I learn from Gen. Blake, that his demand in Portugal will be foi- 
ls, 000 men, and I request you, therefore, to order rations for 26,000 at 
each of the stations I mentioned to you. 

Au Capt. G^n. Bon J. Blake. 1 Albuera, ce 14 Juin, 1811, Si 10 beures du matin. 

J’ai eu rhonneur derecevoir votre lettre du 13 dans la nuit; et je suis 



SPAIN, 


M 


Men iltclie d’toe oblig4 de vous prevenir qne les Commissaires ne 
peuvent dornier des rations a vos troupes, aprtjs leur entree en Portugal, 
que dans les lieux nommeiS dans la route que j’ai eu Thonneur de yous 
indiquer. Ainsi il reste a votre Excellence de faire les arrangeniens qui 
seront nt^cessaires a Oliven^a ou a Valverde pour emp^cher que les 
troupes ne soufFrent rinconvdnient de ne trouver rien a manger le jour 
qu’elles arriveront a Jurumenha. 

To Major Gen. Picton. Albuera, 14th June, 1811. 

Col. Murray has communicated to me your letter to him of last night, 
in which you have expressed a want of confidence in the Spanish troops (at 
which I am^ not astonished), and have desired specific instructions. My 
object in keeping any troops before Badajoz, just at present, is to maintain 
the blockade, and prevent the garrison from getting provisions. 

Adverting to the disposable strength of the garrison, which niay be 
about 2500 men, and to the description of troops which are co-operating 
in the blockade, and to the advantage which the enemy would immedi- 
ately derive from the possession of our advanced batteries and trenches, as 
cover for their outposts, as far as the range of their guns would reach, I 
have thought it expedient that we should continue to hold those advanced 
batteries and trenches. It is not very probable that, as long as we are so 
forward, the enemy will attempt any thing upon the Spaniards j nor, with 
2500 men, are they likely to make any formidable sortie upon us. I 
don’t think it at all necessary to employ 1500 men to guard these trenches : 
we have nothing in them to guard, and in my opinion, one quarter of the 
number would be sufficient. If these guards should he attacked by a 
superior force, their retreat is always secure and covered ; and if they are 
so attacked, they must he considered as any other advanced guard not able 
to keep its ground, and must he kept farther hack. 

In respect to other points, all I wish is to have a strict blockade kept ; 
the ground favors it, and the Spanish troops who may be employed in it 
might be encamped so far off as to be out of the reach of sorties by the 
garrison, and the situation of their piquets altered, in order to prevent 
the facility of enterprise against them. I have gone thus into details, 
because you desired it. I think it probable, however, that I shall be 
obliged to relieve you from this duty before long. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Albuera, 14th June, 1811, 9 p.m. 

I have received your letter of 3 p.m.; and I hope that you will have 
taken up the position near Solana, keeping your parties of observation 
out You will have good cover there. As for the Spaniards, we must 
manage them the best way we can; hut as for the Portuguese, they are 
entirely under your orders, and you must direct Paes what he is to do. I 
wish you to treat them in every respect as British cavalry, observing 
always that their horses are of an inferior order. Are you certain that 
the enemy are in Villa Franca? 

P.S. The bivouac which Hill quitted this morning appears to be an 
excellent situation for the cavalry to-morrow. It is in an olive wood; 
half a league south of Solana. 
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To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Albuera, 15th June, 1811, a.m. 

A note from yon arrived here a little after 5 this morning, which Capt 
James lost ^ and if its contents are important, I request that you will 
repeat them. 

Gen. Loy has sent in here to inform me that the enemy were advancing 
upon Marta, and had already come as far as Feria about 6 o’clock, and 
that he intended to retire upon Almendral as soon as he should ascerfeiin 
the fact. I conclude that I shall hear from the officer of our cavalry who 
is at Marta. 

I have heard from the north of the Guadiana that the French from 
Castille were in Truxillo on the 13th. They will therefore be in Merida 
this night. 

P.S, The letter that was lost was brought by a man of the 4th dra- 
goons, who takes this back, and who was dispatched at half past 1 this 
morning. I understand that the letter was not directed for me, but for 
Murray. 

ToLieul Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Albuera, 15th June, 1811, noon. 

As I have not heard from you upon the subject, I conclude that you 
have not heard that the enemy’s cavalry arrived in Marta^ 2 hours ago. 
Some officers whom we had there say that they could see no infantry from 
the steeple of the church ; but a Spanish officer, sent 'here by Gen, Loy, 
reports that there were infantry as well as cavalry, and that the infantry 
were upon their own right of the great road from Los Santos. 

The Portuguese cavalry are now marching from S'** Marta upon this 
place, and the Spanish cavalry under Loy upon Almendral. I have not 
heard of the party of British cavalry which was to have been there, and 
to have reported to me here. You ought to fall back with your cavalry 
to the wood in front of this place, otherwise you may he too late. 

To R. Kennedy, Esq,, Commissary General. Albuera, 15th June, 1811, noon. 

I think that Gen. Blake will commence his march from Jurumenha for 
Redondo on the Hth or 18th, and you had better send up, on the receipt 
of this letter, to have the rations got ready. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Albuera, 15th June, 1811. 

It would he very desirable either to appoint a General officer to com- 
mand in Upper Beira, as Le Cor does in Lower Beira, or to extend the 
powers of Le Cor over Upper Beira; and to have the militia there, if 
not actually embodied in their towns, which in my opinion they ought to 
1 ) 0 , at least in such a state of organization as that we can get them for 
duty when we shall want them. This would relieve me from the neces- 
sity of keeping a division of infantry in Beira, at least while the enemy 
are weak in Castille, which is very desirable in the existing state of our 
army. 

P.S. The Spaniards have sent us word that the French are advancing 
Marta, which however we have not heard from any other 

A false report. 


SPAIN, 


97 


aiithorityv and officers at that place : as an officer, liowever, has 

arrived from Truxillo, and reports that the French entered that town on 
the 13th, and they will he in Merida this evening, I shall break up from 
hence this evening. 

To Lieut. Cd. Fletcher, R.K. Albuera, 15th June, 1811, 

As we are not likely to have occasion for the 4 or 5 tin pontoons, re- 
maining of the 6 brought from Lisbon, for some time; and as we shall 
have plenty of others by the time we shall have occasion to use them, I 
am desirous of giving the 4 or 5 tin pontoons, now at Elvas, with their 
carriages and all the equipments belonging to them (excepting the horses), 
to Gen. Blake; and I request you to deliver them to the person who will 
give you this letter, or a duplicate of it. 

As the dying bridge between Elvas and Badajoz can no longer he of 
any use to anybody, I think it might he as well to take it up, and have 
the boats, &c., lodged in Elvas, together with the boats, casks, stores, 
&c., still at Jurumenha. All this should he done as soon as may be in 
your power. 

Au Capt. Gen, Bon J. Blake. A Albuera, ce 15 Juin,‘ 1811, 

Je viens de recevoir la lettre de votre Excellence de midi etdemi. 
Je ne vous ai pas ecrit sur les dvt^nemens de S*®- Marta parceque tout A 
rheure, seulement, j’ai re 9 U des nouvelles du General Loy qui a du vous 
dcrire. 

Je viens de recevoir un rapport du General Cotton d’Azauchal, qui me 
dit que Fennemi a seulement 800 hommes de cavalerie a Marta. 11 
ne me dit pas oii est Pinfanterie de Pennemi ; et Pofficier qui est venu de 
la part du General Loy m’a dit qu’il y en avait a Marta. L’ennemi 
n’a pas encore dt^passe le hois de ce c6te-ci de Marta ; et le General 
Erskine t^crit k 11 J heures de Corte de Peleas qu’il allait y envoyer 3 esca- 
drons de cavalerie Anglaise. La cavalerie Portugaise est dans le bois en 
avant d’ici. 

Vous avez re^u Parrangement proposed pour la marche de cette nuit, 
J’ai donnt^ Pordre a votre cavalerie de se replier au hois qui est en avant 
d’ Albuera, et aussitdt qu’elle arrivera je vous ferai dire Pheure k laquelle 
je ferai marcher Pinfanterie. 

Si Pinfanterie de Pennemi est campt^e a Feria, il est probable qu’elle 
marchera a Marta dans Papr^s midi. 

Au Capt. Gen. Don J. Blake. A Albuera, ce 15 Jum, 1811, 5 p.m, 

Je viens de recevoir un rapport que Pennemi a quitted Marta et s’est 
port4 du c6tt5 d’Azauchal. Je crois que la cavalerie Anglaise y est main- 
tenant, et que la cavalerie Espagnole y sera retournt^e, 

Le Gt^ntiral tiill se mettra en marche au lever de la lune, c’est-a-dire, 
vers 1 heure du matin. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart Albuera, 16th June, 1811, 8 a.m. 

I was in hopes that the cavalry would have been here some hours ago, 
in consequence of the orders sent to you yesterday and last night. This 
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movement does not depend solely upon wliat is passing in your front, but 
principally upon wbat is passing upon your left; and you must recollect 
that from bence you bave 6 leagues at least to Elvas, near which place pro- 
hahly it will he necessary the cavalry should be to-morrow morning. Under 
these circumstances, I was anxious that you should he here early this 
morning, in order that men and horses might have time to go to rest and 
feed, and that your baggage might have time to get off before you in the 
afternoon. 

Your note of 9 p.m, did not arrive till after 4 this morning. Ihe 
officer of the 4th dragoons to stay with Gen. Slade did not arrive till the 
troops had marched, and Gen, Hill was leaving this also, about 4. All 
this shows how uncertain this description of communication is at night, 
and how desirable it is that a certain direction given to a particular 
body of troops, as part of a general combination, should be strictly 
adhered to. 

To E,. Kennedy, Esq., Commissary General. Albuera, 16di June, 1811. 

I am afraid that you are deceived about the bread in possession of the 
2d and Light divisions, as I understand they had none yesterday, and the 
cavalry no corn. I understood from you that all these divisions had their 
biscuit complete. 

I have given an order, which you will see, that the blankets in the pos- 
session of the soldiers of the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 7th divisions should be sent 
to your stores at Elyas as occasion may offer. It is desirable that they 
should he sent to Lisbon by the return carriages, and there cleaned and 
put into store. 

Au Capt. G6n. Don J. Blake. \ Albuera, ce 16 Juin, 1811. 

L’ennemi n’a fait aucun mouvement encore de ce cdt(^-ci. Ses vedettes 
sont pr^s de Feria, et a Solana, Azauchal, &c. Nos postes d’ohservation 
sont a Marta en avant de Corte de Peleas, &c. Le Gfc^ntiral Loy est 
ici, et je I’ai prie d’envoyer un escadron k Almendral pour y raster, si voiis 
n’y avez pas laissti de cavalerie. Notre cavaierie est ici. 

L’ennemi avait bier 5000 hommes d’infanterie a Villa Franca ; et vers 
le soir ils sont enttt^s a Almendralejo, rnais je ne sais pas en quel nomhre. 

G, O. ' Quiata in front of Elvas, 16 th June, 1811 . 

1. The Commanding officers of regiments are to make requisitions upon the Q. M. G. 
for such intrenching tools as they may want to complete the number required to be in pos- 
session of each regiment or battalion. 

2. The Commanding officers of regiments in the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 7th divisions of infan- 
try, and of Brig, Gen. Long’s and Col. De Grey’s brigades of cavalry, who are not desirous 
of retaining the soldiers* blankets, are to have them packed in bales, containing each 20 
blankets, and to send them as opportunities of sending them shall offer into the Commis- 
sary’s stores at Elvas. The Commanding officers of regiments will report to the Q. M. G. 
what number of blankets have been sent into store by each regiment. 

3. The General officers commanding divisions are requested to give particular directions 
that the G. O. may be strictly attended to, which require that all men unable to march on 
account of sickness should be sent into the general hospital immediately. 

4. No officer can be enabled to form an opinion of the moment at which the troops under 
his command may be called upon to move, and although the means of transport with the 
army may be sufficient to remove those who may by accident hill sick, if they should be 
removed immediately, they cannot be sufficient if the numbers are allowed to accumulate, 
and if the sick are not removed till the order for a march shall actually hive arrived. 
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Je viens de donner ordre pour que I’arm^e all^e Anglaise et Portu- 
gaise passe ia Guadiana demain matin. Les troupes ici, et les divisions 
avec le General Hill, se mettront en mouvement vers 2 heures du matin ; 
et demain nous nous trouverons avec la droite en avant d’Elvas, et la 
gauche a Campo Maior, avec nos postes sur la Caya. 

Je proposerais a votre Excellence de vous mettre en mouvement a la 
m^me heure, et de passer la Guadiana a Jurumenha, laissantle General 
Loy comme avant garde a Oliven^a, ou il pourrait aller en m^me terns 
que les autres troupes quitteront cette position. Si les mouvemens de 
Tennemi sur notre gauche vers Talavera rendent ni^cessaire quelque 
mouvement de ce cdt«$-ci, plutdt qu’a Pheure ci-dessus indiqu^e, j’ordon- 
nerai au Ge^ne^ral Cotton de vous le communiquer tout de suite, et de prier 
le Gdndral Loy de se porter sur Olivenqa par Valverde, jusqu’a ce qu’il 
puisse recevoir les ordres de votre Excellence, 

Je resterai ici jusqu’a vers 2 heures de Fapr^s midi ; et j’irai d^ici au 
camp du Gdnejral Hill, oh je resterai jusqu’a la nuit ; et j’irai coucher a la 
Quinta de Granicha, de I’autre c6td de la Guadiana. 

J’ai fait marcher le Gt^ndral Giron sur Villa Beal, pr^s Jurumenha, 
ce matin ; pour qu’il puisse toe en mesure de se joindre a vous sur la 
marche de demain. 

Memorandum for Major Gens. Campbell and Slade. 

Quinta de Gramcba, 17th .Tune, 1811, 6 A.M. 

I wish the 6th division, and Gen, Pack’s brigade, to cross the Tagus to- 
morrow, the 18th inst, and to move to Niza, and next day, the 19th, to 
Portalegre. 

If this order should reach the rear of these troops so late that they can- 
not reach Niza on the 18th, they must remain either on the Tagus on the 
left bank, or on the stream between the Niza and the Tagus, and march 
on the 19th to Alpalhao, and on the 20th to Portalegre. 

I wish Major Gen. Slade’s brigade to march to-morrow, the 18th, to 
Sarnadas and neighbourhood from Castello Branco, on the 19th to cross 
the Tagus and march to Niza, and on the 20th to march to Portalegre. 

When the troops cross at Villa Velha they must march on, each regi- 
ment of infantry, and each troop of cavalry, as soon as it shall have crossed, 
and not wait for the others. 

Major Gen. Campbell is requested to forward this memorandum to Brig. 
Gen. Pack without loss of time. 

Au Capt. G4n. Don J. Blake, Elvas, ce 17 Juin, 18ll, 

J’ai I’honneur de faire savoir a votre Excellence que les troupes sous 
mes ordres ont fait ce matin le mouvement indique dans la lettre que je 
vous ai dcrite hier d’Albuera. 

Je n’ai pas encore de nouvelles positives de Tennemi. II y a un bruit 
que le Gt^ne^ral Regnier s’est porte sur Medellin au lieu de sur Merida, 
Une grande partie de la force ennemie a passe le Tage ; et toutes leurs 
troupes sont en mouvement sur Almaraz, selon les nouvelles que j’ai 
reques dans la nuit, de Coria, du 15. 

J’ose recommander a votre Excellence de continuer votre marche 
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demain pour arriver Men vite en Andalousie. L’ennemi ne s’attendra pas 
k ce mouvement ; et il est probaMe qu’il n’en apprendra rien de quelqnes 
jours, pendant lesqnels vons pourrez avoir le terns de faire nn beau coup. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B. Quinta de Graniclia, 17tliJune, 1811. 

I send with tMs orders addressed to Major Gen, Campbell and Gen. Pack, 
to marcb to Niza to-morrow, the 18tb, and to Portalegre tbe l9tb; and to 
Major Gen, Slade to march to Sarnadas the 18th, to Niza the 19th, and to 
Portalegre the 20th, It is important that these orders should reach them 
without loss of time, and I shall be obliged to you if you will send them 
copies of this letter by an officer, besides my memorandum addressed to 
each by the guide, who must not be delayed a moment. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 17th June, 1811, 8 p.m. 

Campo Maior must of course at present be supplied from hence; and, 
as that place is in the first instance of primary importance, I have desired 
Mr. Kennedy to settle with the Superintendent of Viveres, to send there 
to-morrow morning 20,000 rations, which will last the garrison about a 
month, which is all we want of them. 14,000 rations were sent to Juru- 
menha this afternoon at 4 o’clock upon 40 mules ; and if you will let Mr. 
Kennedy know immediately what ammunition you wish to have hack, he 
will bring it back upon these mules as far as they will go. Our ammu- 
nition has already been brought here, I understand from Col. Framingham. 

In respect to the wounded of the French army, I know nothing of them, 
as Gen. Leite and the Portuguese departments have had charge of them 
from the beginning ; but if we should receive any distinct account of tlie 
numbers wbicb require carriages, and what can walk, I have no doubt but 
that we shall be able to remove the whole. 

To Col. Austin. Elvas, 17th June, 1811. 

I am much obliged to you for your two letters of the Ifitli, which I just 
received. 

Gen. Blake marches from Jurumenha to-morrow, and will arrive at 
Mertola on the 22d or 23d. He passes by Beja, where he will be on the 
20th or 21st, and you will do well to communicate with him at that place. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Elvas, 17th June, 181 1, 

In the course of the last 3 months, the British army have had hut few 
men less than 7000 wounded in the service of Portugal ; and the hard- 
ships and fatigues of the service, and the season, must, of course, have 
occasioned some sickness. 

I have frequently endeavored to prevail upon the Portuguese govern- 
ment to allow us to establish the British hospitals in the rope walk at 
Belem, of which no use can, at present, or indeed ought to be made; and 
I find that the convents, &c,, which were used as hospitals at Lisbon by 
the British army heretofore, are now applied to other purposes, and all 
accommodation of this description is now refused. 

I beg you will do me the favor to lay this letter before the Portuguese 
government, and to obtain for me a decided answer, by return of post, 
whether they will or not supply any and what accommodation, at Lisbon, 
for the British soldiers wounded in fighting the battles of Portugal. 
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If I should find the government still disinclined to attend to my requests 
upon this subject, I propose to send an ofiScer express to England to apprise 
H.R.H. the Prince Regent and his ministers of this extraordinary circum- 
stance, and I request to hear from you as soon as possible. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Elvas, 17th June, 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 12th, 13th, and 15th; but as I have 
been forward with the troops for some days, I have not been able to send 
you answers as regularly as I ought. 

I don’t recollect to have written to you upon the subject ofhay in Lower 
Beira. If I should want any article of that description, and money is to 
be laid out in the previous collection of it for a magazine for the British 
army, I shall employ a British Commissary on the service, as I know from 
experience what a very good thing it is to give money to have a magazine 
collected for the British army by the Portuguese. W e can scarcely keep 
them out of the magazines we collect for ourselves, and we should scarcely 
get into one which they should collect for us. 

I shall send Dr. Somers’ memorial home. 

If it was not a matter of most serious importance, which may go not 
only to the safety of the army, but to the fate of the whole cause, I should 
be highly diverted by the hustle occasioned at Lisbon by the danger of 
Elvas. All of a sudden the utmost activity prevails, and all means are set 
at work, to relieve distress which ought never to have existed, if common 
precautions had been taken, or if any measures had been adopted to feed 
Gen. Hamilton’s division, excepting to throw their consumption upon the 
magazines of the fortress. After all, this hustle will produce nothing in 
time; and if I cannot get up a sufficient supply from our magazines, I 
shall he obliged to fight a battle to save this place against the whole force 
of Andalusia, Castille, and the centre of Spain, with diminished force on 
my side. The enemy will be one fourth stronger than us in every arm, 
nearly double in cavalry, and we shall not have in the action 14,000 Por- 
tuguese troops ! ! Under these circumstances I should, and shall, avoid a 
general action if I can; but I must put a countenance upon the state of 
affairs, and matters must be risked till provisions be placed in Elvas. 

The Portuguese government may depend upon my bringing this sub- 
ject under the distinct consideration of the Regent’s ministers. I have 
long determined that I will have no discussion with them upon any sub- 
ject; but I shall report the consequences of their conduct to my own 
government, and leave to them to determine what shall he done. I con- 
clude, however, that Lord Wellesley will think it necessary that our 
Regent should explain himself clearly to the Regent of Portugal on these 
subjects. 

I have no objection to agricultural cattle being purchased and distri- 
buted to the districts that require them, provided the money which is to 
purchase them is not to come out of the military chest. I give the same 
answer about pipes. I also beg that whatever is thus given in charity 
may be given on the ground of the wants of the several districts, and by 
no means in reference to the wants of the means of transport for the mili- 
tary operations. The government have it in their power to collect those 
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means of transport wnenever we may require them, and ought to do their 
duty ; and I don’t think that the charity of the people of England ought 
to he laid out to aid in the operations of the war, or to save the govern- 
ment the trouble of forcing those parts of the people who have not suf- 
fered to do their duty by their country. 

The quantity of 24 pound shot, we understand, that could he sent from 
Lisbon, was 480, which we fired in about 2 hours!!! I never heard 
there were any at Estremoz. This place, however, has 6000 more shot 
than it had before we commenced operations against Badajoz; and 
although we destroyed 16 miserable guns, it has 4 more pieces of ord- 
nance, and these sent up are better than those they had. All it wants is 
provisions. The state of this place, however, and the means of keeping 
it hereafter, are subjects of very, very serious consideration, upon which 
1 shall address Sir W. Beresford, and I shall send to you, and to my 
government, a copy of my letter. If we save it now, this government 
will yet lose it, if they pay the usual attention to it. 

Soult has been very cautious in his movements, and has kept clear of 
us, and has gone to his right. I think he communicated with Regnier 
yesterday, not by Merida, but by Medellin, as Regnier also does not dash 
now. We raised the blockade and crossed the Guadiana this morning, 
Blake marclies to-morrow to cross the Guadiana again at Mertola, and try 
something towards Seville. 

The A, G. to Brig* Gen* Peacocke^ Lkbo7i. 17th June, 1813. 

The Inspector Gen. of hospitals having represented to the Commander of the 
Forces the serious inconvenience that arises to the medical officers at Lisbon, from 
having to visit the wounded officers in various districts of the town, and the time 
that necessarily elapses in going from quarter to quarter where these oificers are 
accommodated with billets, and that thence less attendance can be given than would 
otherwise be the case, ! am directed by his Excellency to call your particular 
attention to this subject. Dr. Franck has proposed to fit up a capacious bouse 
with cot frames and hospital bedding for their accommodation. In this house lie 
suggested they might diet themselves, the medical officers being responsible only 
for their attendance. However, as there may be reasons stated against such an 
arrangement, the Commander of the Forces is of opinion it would be better 
that you should communicate and give orders to the D. A. Q. M. G. and the 
magistrates granting billets, for the purpose of making an allotment of quarters 
to be appropriated solely to wounded or sick officers requiring constant attendance. 
These districts might be at two, or perhaps three, difierent places, but not more, and 
the districts might be contiguous. Every officer of the above description should be 
obliged to ^ have bis billet in the quarter of the town thus marked out ; and the 
medical officers would thus be enabled, by concentrating their patients, to give, not 
only more ample attendance, but they would feel satisfied that all the wounded 
officers and bad cases of the sick were visited by them, which it is more than 
probable may under present circumstances be neglected. When you have 
made the above arrangement, you will be pleased to communicate with Dep. 
Inspector Bolton and the medical officers at Lisbon accordingly ; and you will 
cause the allotment to be made known in your garrison orders, &c., so that no 
officer who is at Lisbon for his cufe, and not for his pleasure, need plead igno- 
rance of the same. You will be pleased to communicate to me fully for his 
Excellency's information the arrangements you make for the above head of service. 

The A*G, to Dr* Franck, Inspector ofhospitak* 17th June, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose for your information the copy of a letter I have 
addressed to Brig. Gen. Peacocke, at Lisbon, in consequence of your letter of the 
15th, proposing an arrangement for the accommodation of the wounded officers at 
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Lisbon. Although your Idea would be very convenient if it could be well carried 
into eifect, still, as British officers are not used to be sent to what they might deem 
a general hospital, but have generally billets and rooms to themselves, and as 
besides that, there would be probable difficulties in their dieting themselves, &c.^ 
the Commander of the Forces is of opinion that an arrangement, such as I have 
directed, may be carried into effect without difficulty, and might answer the pur- 
pose of obviating the inconvenience now felt by the medical officers. 

So soon as I receive Brig. Gen. Peacocke’s answer, I shall not fail to commu- 
nicate with you. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Blvas, 18tb June, 1811. 

Adverting to my letter to you of the 2dinst., regarding 2 squadrons of 
the 12th light dragoons expected from England in this country, I have 
now the honor to enclose the copy of a letter of the 28th May, which I 
received yesterday from the Secretary of the Commander in Chief, in 
which I have been informed that the squadrons of the I2th light dragoons 
are destined for service in Portugal. You will therefore countermand 
the orders for the disposal of their horses, if you should have given any ; 
and I send orders this day that they may be landed and prepared for the 
field as soon as they shall arrive. ' 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Elvas, 18ffi June, 1811. 

The circumstances of this place have been materially altered since the 
enemy have obtained possession of Badajoz ; but they appear to have been 
but little adverted to hitherto, either by the Governors of the Kingdom 
or by those charged with its immediate defence, in consequence of a large 
part of the army having been in this part of the country ever since Ba- 
dajoz fell into the hands of the enemy. It is obvious that the army can- 
not always remain in the xYlentejo ; and yet it is clear, from what occurred 
in the recent attempts to obtain possession of Badajoz by the allied troops, 
that there is no time during which the army may be absent so short that 
the enemy will not he justified in military prudence to make the attempt 
to obtain possession of Elvas, and that they can raise the siege at any 
time, and carry off every thing in 36 hours. Of all fortified towns in the 
world, Elvas therefore ought to be the one in the state best prepared to 
stand an attack ; hut I am sorry to observe that, however respectable in 
itself as a fortification, it appears to me to be the fortified town that I 
have yet seen that is the least prepared to make a defence. 

I recommend to you to draw the attention of the Governors of the 
Kingdom to the following measures, to put the place in the state in which 
it ought to be : 

1st; A distinct clear arrangement by the government to keep the place 
supplied with the provisions which it will require ; to keep up the stock 
of provisions in the forts to the quantity which it will he deemed neces- 
sary to have in them. The Commissa,ry Gen. of the British army is 
taking measures, as you know, to throw a stock of provisions into Elvas ; 
hut these measures will answer only a temporary purpose, if the govern- 
ment should not take care, by adequate arrangements, to keep up the 
stock of provisions, and providing for the regular daily consumption of 
the garrison, as well as for the consumption of those Portuguese troops 
which may be employed in its neighbourhood. 

2 dl 7 ; The ordnance in Elvas is generally very had, and in very had 


104 


PORTUGAL. 


order ; the carriages worn out, and generally unfit for service ; the shot 
does not suit the calibres of the guns, and of course the practice of the 
artillery must he very uncertain. The ordnance and carriages should he 
very particularly inspected and reported upon, as well as the shot; and 
measures should he taken to replace by degrees those guns deemed un- 
serviceable or bad by others of the calibres for which shot can be pro- 
cured. If there is no good ordnance in the arsenal of Lisbon, it will be 
necessary to apply for it to England, and I will make the application. 

As Elvas must now he considered in the light of a real and important 
plme de guerre^ it is desirable that a sufficient space, from 800 to 1000 
yards around it, should be cleared of trees, that walls and fences should 
be levelled, and all the measures adopted which can increase its security, 
by exposing to its fire, as far as possible, all the ground within its range. 
There are some glaring deficiencies and defects in the works, to which, with- 
out incurring any large expense, by degrees, improvements might he made. 

1st ; The covert way, as well of Elvas as of La Lippe and Lucia, 
ought to he palisaded. 

2dly ; The ground over which the road from Villa Boim passes is not 
seen at all from S**" Lucia, or from the body of the place; and it appears 
that a redoubt on the rock on the right of Lucia would command that 
ground, and would aid in the defence of Lucia, and of the body of 
the place, by both of which its flanks would, in some degree, he pi*otected. 
A good palisaded redoubt ought to be constructed on that ground. 

1 have no doubt that a closer examination of the place would point out 
other improvements; and if I saw any desire in the government to main- 
tain the place manifested by their constant attention to keep it supplied 
with provisions, ordnance, and ammunition, I would employ our best 
engineer to examine it, and to make a complete report upon it. In tlve 
existing situation of Elvas as a fortified garrison, liable at every moment 
to he attacked, it is a question whether the head quarters of the province 
of Alentejo should remain there, and so large a population as there is in 
it should be encouraged, or even allowed to remain. At all events, no- 
body ought to be allowed to remain who has not at all times a supply of 
provisions for 4 months. 

The duty of the garrison, and the discipline of the troops composing it, 
ought to be most particularly attended to; and the whole system ought 
to be founded on the situation in which Elvas is placed as a fortified gar- 
rison, necessarily left to itself, close to one occupied by an active and 
enterprising enemy, possessing means of attack at any moment; and the 
duties ought to be carried on in the most regular manner. 

To Major Gen, Peacocke. Elvas, 18th June, 1813. 

I request that, when the 12th light dragoons shall arrive at Lisbon, they 
may be landed and prepared in the usual manner to join the army as soon 
as it may be convenient. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 38th June, 1811. 

I enclose the copy of an intercepted letter from Joseph to Napoleon, ♦ 
which appears to me to be as interesting a document as has yet appeared ; 

See Appendix, Vul. IV,, No. XAXVHl. 
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and you Biay depend upon it that this is a tnie copy of the original, which 
is at Cadiz, in the possession of that government. 

It shows that this tyrant does not treat his relations, or even his brothers, 
better than he does other people; and gives ground for hope that his 
tyrannical temper will at no distant period deprive him of the advantages 
which he would derive from the Austrian alliance. 

To the Karl of Liverpool. El vas, 18th June, 1811. 

Qapt. — — , of the French service, wljo was aide de camp to Gen. — , 
deserted from the French army about a month ago, when they were at 
Salamanca. He is desirous of serving in the East Indies, which is, I 
believe, impossible ; or, if that can’t be done, in the service of Russia ; 
and I request your Lordship to facilitate to him the means of arriving in 
Russia. 

The A.G* to Capt C Kelly, Celorico, 18th June, 1811. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to desire that you will without 
loss of time proceed from Celorico to AbVantes, at which latter place a general 
hospital station is to be established, of which yon are to he appointed Commandant. 
It will he necessary for you, previous to your leaving Celorico, to be satisfied 
that all the convalescents, sick, &c., are removed from that station to Coimbra, &:c. 

You will not fail to acknowledge the receipt of this letter, and report your 
arrival at Abrantes, where I hope you will be with the least possible delay, 

A.G, to Lieut. Col. Darroch, A.A.G., Lisbon^ 19th June, 1811. 

Major Rageon, of the 20th dragoons, taken prisoner at Usagre, is now cti his 
way to Lisbon, wliere he will receive his parole. It was the intention of his 
Excellency to have exchanged this officer, but some circumstances have prevented 
its taking place at this moment. I have, therefore, to request he may be well 
treated until an opportunity offers to effect the exchange. 

The French horses forwarded this day to Lisbon are to he handed over to 
Lieut. Hill, and disposed of for the benefit of tlie captors, agreeably to the G. O. 
on that head. 

To Major Gen. Picton, Quinta de S. Joao, 20tli June, 1811, 6 p.m, 

I write to let you know that a body of the enemy’s cavalry, consisting, 
as is stated, of 1500 or 1600 men, entered Badajoz at 4^ p.m. ; about 
300 axe said to be encamped upon the Gevox'a. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoSo, 20th June, 1811, 1 p,m, 

I have been over the ground behind Campo Maior, as flir as Ouguela. 
It is very important that this last place, although in a great degree dis- 
mantled, should be occupied by about 200 infantry ; and I have given orders 
to Gen. Picton to send there that number this evening, and shall be obliged 
to you if you will desire Gen. Leite to relieve them in the morning early 
with 100 of the line and 100 militia: they should take with them provi- 
sions for to-morrow and next day; and I will settle with the Commissary 
Gen. to throw in, for ten days, provisions for them : there will be no 
difficulty in withdrawing these men, if we should withdraw. 

I have sent for Dickson to endeavor to get two 18 or 24 pounders for 
the garrison of Campo Maior, in order to assist us ; and I think it might 
be desirable to put 2 iron 6 or 4 pounders in Ouguela, if there are such 
guns in Elvas. 
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TotheEarl of Live^oL Quinta de S. JoSo, 20th June, 1811. 

Tlie enemy moved Ms advanced guard, consisting of about 

10,000 men, to Los Santos, on the morning of the 13th. 

Upon this occasion, Lieut. Strenuwitz, of the 21st dragoons, was sent 
out by Major Gen. Sir W. Erskine to reconnaitre the enemy with a small 
detachment of the 2d hussars and the 3d dragoon guards, which distin- 
guished themselves in an attack upon a superior number of the enemy, 
and took some prisoners, 

I had arranged that the cavalry^ and 2d and 4th divisions of the allied 
British and Portuguese army, and the corps of Spanish troops under Gen. 
Blake, should collect upon Albuera, if the enemy should advance to inter- 
rupt the siege or blockade of Badajoz ; and I went to Albuera on that 
night to superintend the movements of the troops. 

I also moved, on the night of the 13th, Gen. Hamilton’s division from 
the blockade of Badajoz to Albuera, with an intention to stop the enemy 
at that place, in case the army of the south alone should have moved 
forward. 

On the 14th, in the night, Lieut. Ayling, of the 40th regt, who had 
been employed at Truxillo to observe the movements of the enemy, 
arrived at Albuera with the account that the advanced guard of the 
enemy’s army of Portugal from Castille had entered that town (Truxillo) 
at noon on the 13th, which confirmed the other accounts which I had 
received of their progress up to the 12th; and as from Truxillo they 
might have been at Merida on the 15th, and in communication with the 
army of the south, I determined to raise the blockade of Badajoz, and that 
all the allied troops should cross the Guadiana on the Hth. Tliis was 
accordingly eiBPected without difficulty or loss of any description; and 
Gen. Blake, who it had been settled should cross the Guadiana again at 
Mertola on the 22d inst., in order to make an attempt upon Seville, like* 
wise crossed with his corps at Jurumenha on the Hth. 

Since that period the right of the allied British and Portuguese army 
have been encamped in the woods upon the Gaya, about Torre del Moro, 
having their right upon the Ponte de Gaya; the 3d and 7th divisions, and 
Brig. Gen. Madden’s cavalry, being in Gampo Maior ; and the troops 
which had been under the command of Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer on 
the frontier of Castille have crossed the Tagus at Villa Velha, in propor- 
tion as the enemy have crossed that river at Almaraz; and, with the ex- 
ception of the 5th division and Col. Barbacena’s brigade of Portuguese 
cavalry, which I did not order to move from Lower Beira till I was 
assured that the last of the enemy had moved from Almaraz, the whole 
are now upon the Cava, between this place and Arronches. I expect that 
the 5th division will be at Arronches by the 24th inst. 

The enemy’s advance have appeared in the neighbourhood of Badajoz 
this day ; and I conceive that their whole army will be collected to-morrow 
in the neighbourhood of Merida. The enemy have collected upon this 
occasion all their force from Castille, tlieir whole force from Madrid, and 
what is called their centre army, and all the force from Andalusia, ex- 
cepting what is absolutely necessary to maintain their position before 
Cadiz and that held by Sebastiani in the eastern kingdoms of Andalusia.* 
* See Appendix, No. V. 
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I believe that they have left for these objects about 11,000 infantry, and 
no cavalry fit for service; and that they have collected in this province 
from 48,000 to 50,000 effective R. and F. of infantry, and about 7000 
cavalry, besides artillery, &c. 

I hope to have to oppose to them about 41,000 or 42,000 effective R. 
and F. of infantry, if the 5th division should be in time, and 4000 cavalry* 
besides artillery. 

The diversion made hy Gen. Blake upon Seville may possibly have a 
good effect ; and, at all events, the enemy have abandoned Old and New 
Castille, with the exception of a small garrison in Madrid, and have risked 
every thing in all parts of Spain in order to collect this large army in 
Estremadura. Under these circumstances, I am inclined not to risk the 
fate of the cause on the result of one battle, in which I am certain that, 
with every exertion, the allies must he inferior in numbers, particularly 
in that description of troops (cavalry) for whose operations this country is 
favorable. I therefore propose not to risk an action, unless I should find 
it necessary in order to provision Elvas; notwithstanding that I have the 
fullest confidence in the result of any action in which I may deem it ex- 
pedient to engage the troops. 

1 am in hopes that, before the 24th, the convoys expected from Abrantes 
will arrive in Elvas ; and your Lordship may depend upon it that I shall 
not engage in any affair which will involve the safety of the army, or at 
this moment any serious loss, without evident necessity. 

To R- Kennedy, Esq., Commissary General. Quinta de S. Joao, 21st June, 1811. 

I have desired that 200 men of the garrison of Elvas might be sent to 
occupy Ouguela, which is situated about 4 miles from Campo Maior. As 
usual, the Portuguese authorities have no means of providing for these 
men, and I shall be obliged to you if you will send biscuit, wine, and 
sheep to Ouguela, either this day or very early to-morrow, to last this 
detachment for ten days. 

P.S. How are the supplies getting on at Elvas ? 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.B, Quinta de S. Joao, 2l8t June, 1811, p.m. 

I have been so busy that I have not been able to write to you for some 
days ; hut I have had no news to tell you. 

The French came to Badajoz yesterday ; hut it appears that the greatest 
part of their cavalry went back to Talavera this morning. 

I shall he very much obliged to you if you will send Waters and 
O’Lawlor, and any others of the officers attached to head quarters that you 
don’t want with you. I am only 3 or 4 leagues from you, and dine every 
day at 3, and shall he glad to see you any day that you will come over. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. WelWey. Quinta de S. JoSo, 21st June, 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose a letter which I wrote on the 10th inst. to 
Gen. Castanos, ^regarding the operations of the armies in consequence of 
raising the siege of Badajoz, with his reply, and that of Gen. Blake; 
and the copy of a letter which I wrote to Gen. Blake of the 12th inst.^t 
Seep* 80. f See p. 84. 
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on Ms Tonte, and Ms reply ; and of one wMch I wrote to Mm on the 14th 
inst. ; and the copy of a letter to Gen. Blake of the 1*1 th inst.^ which I 
beg yon to lay before the Spanish government. 

To the Et. Hou. H. Wellesley. Quinta de S. JoSo, ^Ist June, 181 1. 

1 enclose copies of my last dispatches, which contain all the intelligence 
I can give you. Matters are in a very critical state just now ; but I think 
I shall carry them through. 

7%e to CapL Browriy Elms* 2ist June, 1811. 

In reply to your letter of this date, I have to acquaint you that the Inspector of 
hospitals is making arrangements by which all the cases of wounded men in 
Elvas, that cannot be removed, will be given over to the civil hospital there, 
agreeably to an arrangement heretofore fixed on in cases where the necessity 
arises, the patient paying to the civil hospital 3 testoons a day. So soon as 
this service is effected, the medical staff and stores at that place will he removed 
to a station in the rear, nearer Ahrantes. Estremoz will likewise he broken up, 
and also moved to such place as will be fixed on in a day or two; I rather 
believe it will be Crato, When this occurs, it is my intention to direct Gapt 
Stewart, who is now at Estremoz, to take charge of the new hospital station that 
is to be formed ; and as there will be no immediate change at Belem, I should 
think, as it is your wish, that you might, on the conclusion of the service at Elvas, 
join the Portuguese army. You shall, however, hear from me again on this sub- 
ject in a day or two. The Assist. Provost, to whom you allude, must proceed 
with the sick to the new hospital station, which the Inspector Gen. will point out. 
Another man has been appointed to the 4th division. A subaltern, with the 
colors of the 57tli regt., may join the station where the other staff of the different 
corps are, under Lieut. Col. Stewart, of the Buffs. 

The A*G. to Dr. Franck, Jmpeetor of hospitals. 2l8t June, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose for your information a letter and enclosure I have 
received from Brig. Gen. Peacocke, on the intended arrangement for billeting the 
wounded and sick officers at Lisbon, in one or two districts of the town, and to 
have them collected as far as possible. * 

It would appear, however, from the Brig. Gen.’s report, that he has gone 
rather further than was meant; and as I conceive all your practitioners are 
equally capable of treating all maladies, it seems unnecessary to go into the minute 
arrangement the Brig, Gen. points out, merely for the convenience of particular 
celebrated practitioners. In fact, the Commandant proposes to appropriate the 
wards of a general hospital, whereas all that I understood you to desire was, to 
collect as contiguous as could be conveniently managed the wounded cases par- 
ticularly, and the sick together. If such are your ideas on this subject, farther 
instructions will be sent to Brig. Gen. Peacocke accordingly. 

To Major Gen. Sir W. Erskine, Bart. Ponte de Caya, 22d June, 1811, 5J v.M. 

The enemy appear to he withdrawing, and I beg you will order ■— — — . 
— — to take up his ground in any convenient situation near Elvas, and 
that he will attend to the directions he before received from Sir S. Cotton, to 
throw out small piquets of observation on the Caya and Guadiana, If he 
had had his whole brigade instead of a large piquet on the Caya, he could 
not have prevented the enemy from advancing, and the difficulty of 
retiring is increased in proportion to the numbers of which the body 
which is to retire consists. This principle is well known and understood 
in this army ^ and if it had not been acted upon invariably, we should 
have lost all our cavalry long ago in the way in which — — — — lost 
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tlie piquet of the —th this morning. To crown all, I understand that 
these large piquets were not able to give sufficiently early intelligence of 
the enemy, and that the — ^th dragoons, have lost their corn sacks. 

Let the piquets of — ’s brigade communicate with those of 

Gen. Madden, which they have not done yet, and with the piquet of the 
28 th regt. on the Atalaya, near the Ponte de Cay a; and I repeat that 
they must be very small, being only of observation. They can always 
retire upon Elvas, and thence join their brigades. 

P.S. Let CoL Murray know where Gen. ‘’s brigade will be, and 

desire Gen. — — to apply to the Commissary Gen. this evening for corn 
sacks for the —th dragoons 5 he is in Elvas. 

To Major Gen. Picton. Quinta de S. JoSo, 33d June, 1811, 11^ A.m. 

I shall he very much obliged to you if you will send an intelligent 
officer, with a glass, to Ouguela, and another to the Atalaya, between 
Ouguela and Campo Maior,’an hour or two before sunset this evening, in 
order to reconnaitre well the wood beyond the Gevora, and to see whether 
the enemy have in it any infantry, and let me know if they should ob- 
serve' any.,'"' 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoSo, 23d June, 181 1, 1 1 1 p.m. 

I am just come in from Campo Maior, where all is perfectly quiet. 
Gen. Picton told me that the Governor had informed him that he had sent 
to Elvas yesterday, by order of Gen. Leite, 40 bullocks, which had before 
been sent to Campo Maior, as provision for the garrison. 

P.S. Mr. Kennedy tells me that the Governor of Jururaenha has sent 
his bullocks hack, saying that he had no money to pay any body to take 
care of them ! 

To Vice Adm, the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. JoSo, 33d June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th inst., and I 
am much obliged to you for the arrangement which you have ordered 
respecting the flat boats in the river Tagus, for the conveyance of the 
sick, &c., down to Lisbon. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta deS. Jo3o, 33d June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 19th inst., and I 
have again communicated to Sir W. Beresford the desire of the Portu- 
guese government that he should recommend the detail of the measures 
to be adopted in respect to the Commissariat. 

1. It appears to Marshal Beresford, as I confess it does to me, that 
these details have already been fully discussed and recomm ended by him 
as well as by me ; by me in my private and public letters to you of the 
26th March and 8th April, and by Sir W, Beresford in his comments 
upon those letters. It is desirable, therefore, that Sir W. Beresford should 
he informed upon what point the government wish to have his opinion 
further in detail I have not understood that the Commissary Gen. re- 
quired hay in Lower Beira, but I will inquire. 
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2. It always gives me much concern to make any observation on an 
assertion made by Dom M. Forjaz; but I must say that the assertion 
made that the magazines of Elvas supplied the British troops with pro*- 
visions is without foundation in the view in which it is made. It is true 
that, because the government will not enforce their own regulations, 
means of transport could not be procured in Alentejo, and therefore at 
times the troops serving on that frontier, during the month of April 
and part of May, were not very regularly supplied with provisions. I 
beg to refer you to a letter which 1 wrote to you on this on the 31 st 
March.'.:':;. 

The troops must have been withdrawn, as I stated they would, if they 
had not received occasional assistance from the garrison of Elvas ; but the 
whole amount which they received was trifling, and could not have been 
the cause of the ezisting distress, as the whole was repaid. If assertions 
of this description are repeated, I must be under the necessity of withhold- 
ing all assistance from the Portuguese government. I do every thing in 
my power to assist them. At this moment I have provisioned all the forts 
on the frontier^ and the return made is a reproach that our troops have 
been tbe cause of the deficiency. If I were to withhold this assistance 
our troops would never have occasion to ask for any, even the smallest 
supply, from any of the Portuguese establishments* 

I am apprehensive that the money received from Mr. Sampayo to he 
laid out in the purchase of cattle and wine pipes will interfere with the 
supplies for the military chest. 

3. I don’t know of any signal being made to prevent the transmission of 
24 pound shot. I was informed by Marshal Sir W. Beresford that there 
were no more at Lisbon, excepting 480, which the Admiral was about 
to' send... ' 

4. I have this day had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st, 
containing a proposition from Dom M. Forjaz for the regulation of the 
boats on the Tagus. I concur in the propriety of the first two articles of 
the regulation, and will direct the Commissary Gen. to attend to them. 
In respect to the 3d article, which regulates a division of the boats between 
tbe commissariat establishments of the two armies, I must beg leave to 
decline to have any concern in such a distribution. 

When the troops were on the Mondego such a distribution was agreed 
upon, and carried into effect ; and the consequence was, that the boats de- 
livered over by the Commissary Gen., and employed in the service of the 
Portuguese army, were never paid for, and the British army has since ex- 
perienced the inconvenience resulting from this loss of credit. The 
owners of boats on the Mondego were unwilling to engage to serve us, 
because they expected to be obliged to serve the Portuguese army without 
payment. 

The A,G. io Brig, Gen. Peacocke^ Luhon, 23d June, 1811, 

In reply to your letter and enclosure relative to the arrangement for appropri- 
atii^ bullets of wounded and sick officers, as contiguous together as possible, at 
Lisbon, I have to acquaint you that it is not deemed necessary to go into so 
minute an arrangement as to fix on quarters for particular diseases or complaints, 
as this might be evidently attended with extreme awkwardness and inconvenience 
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to many officers. All that the Commander of the Forces desires is, that one or 
two districts may he allotted for the reception of officers whose wounds or maladies 
require constant attendance. The Inspector Gen.’s letter, which I enclose, will 
show you that a more minute distribution is not necessary, 

Au Marshal Marmont, Due de Raguse. Au Quartler G6u4ral, ce 24 Juin, 1811. 

Je suis bien que vous n’ayez pas requ la rdponse que je vous ai 
faite la lettre que vous m’avez fait I’honneur de m’ecrire le 16 Mai, et 
j’ai I’honneur, present, d’en envoyer k votre Excellence le duplicata. 

Je crois que M. Ville sur Arce a dtd depuis envoyd en Angleterre; 
mais si votre Excellence consent que M. Gray reste ici, je manderai que 
M. Ville sur Arce soil tout de suite renvoyd en France. Si non, je ren- 
verrai M. Gray aux avant postes de I’armde Fran^aise demain matin, ou 
aussitfit que je connaltrai les ddsirs de votre Excellence. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Quinta de S. JoSo, 24* June, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received 
from the Sec. of State, directing that you should join this army, leaving 
Major Gen. Disney in the command at Cadiz, and authorising me to draw 
from Cadiz such reinforcements as I might think proper. 

Adverting to the return of the troops at Cadiz of the 1st June, which is 
the last that I have received, I find that you have not at Cadiz nearly so 
many men as is supposed by the Sec. of State; and I learn from a private 
letter from Mr. Wellesley, your letter upon that subject not having reached 
me, that you have detached the 2d batt. 47th regt. ; and it appears to me 
that the only troops that can be spared from Cadiz are one squadron, or 
the dismounted men of the 2d hussars, with the Major and a proportion of 
the officers, and the detachment of the 3d batt. 95th regt. If you should 
agree in opinion with me that these troops can, with propriety, be detached 
from Cadiz under existing circumstances, I beg you to send them to Lisbon 

without loss of time. _ _ 

I also request you to give such orders and instructions as you may think 
necessary that Gen. Disney should have, including those which I originally 
gave to Gen. Stewart, and those which you have received from time to time 
from the Sec. of State and Commander in Chief; and you will deliver to 
Gen. Disney the command of the British troops at Cadiz, and proceed 
yourself to join the army in this country. 

I beg you to make such arrangements as you may think proper respect- 
ing the Staff at Cadiz, bringing with you such of the officers belonging to 
it as you may be desirous should accompany you, and leaving to perform 
the duties, under Major Gen. Disney, those who may be necessary to him. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Qu'-’to de S. JoSo, 24th June, 1811.^ 

I have great pleasure in sending you the accompanying orders to join 
this army. You will find us somewhere in this neighbourhood;^ but I be- 
lieve you will find it most convenient to join us by Lisbon, particularly if 
you should have at all a fair wind from Cadiz. Let me know by which 
road you will come, that I may have arrangements made to facilitate your 

^ I^don’t know whether you have had any communication from England 
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have not, I should think 
now drawn from Cadiss 
to call hack the 47 th, as, if the government have not altered their opinion 
upon this subject, I am apprehensive that they will not approve of your 
sending these troops. This is, however, only an opinion floating in my 
naind. I am not at all aware of the circumstances in which Tarragona 
stands, or of those which induced you to detach these troops, as I have not 
yet received your letter upon this subject, and it is not improbable that 
both may he of that urgent nature to prevent your recalling the troops. 
Nothing of importance has occurred since I sent my last dispatch to 
my brother, excepting a great reconnaissance by the enemy tbe day 
before yesterday, in which we lost a pi<iuet of the — th dragoons, j^ust 

arrived, owing very much to the officer, — of the — ^th, having 

mistaken the French dragoons for ours. 

The A.Q» to Lieut, Col, Stewart , Zd or Buffs^ Estremoz. 34th June, 18X1. 

I have to acquaint you that the Commander of the Forces directed, some time 
since, 2000 stands of arms and sets of accoutrements to he sent from Lisbon to 
Elvas, for the use of the soldiers unequipped, from being wounded and otherwise, 
who had lost their arms and accoutrements in the battle of Albuera. 

Upon sending away the general hospital establishment from Elvas, Ins Excel- 
lency directed 400 stands of arms and sets of accoutrements only should be sent up, 
as the men sent down to Lisbon would be provided in the depdt at Belem, upon 
quitting the hospital. The Commander of the Forces is not certain whether these 
arms and accoutrements are coming up to Alcacer do Sal, or by Aldea Galega; 
but he desires you will send an officer to each of those places to inquire for these 
arms and accoutrements, and to arrange with the Commissary stationed at the 
place where they will he found, to have them sent to you at Evora. 

P.S. Since writing my letter of this morning, I understand that the head 
quarters, &c., of the different corps under your orders are to go to Evora, and 
not to Monte M6r. 

The J.G. to Capt, Stewart, 7 4:ihr€gt.y Alter do Chao* 24th June, 1811, 

As an escort of 2 serjeants and 18 men will proceed to-morrow morning from 
Elvas to Alter do Chao, in charge of 150 wains with ammunition, I have to 
request that you will appoint a similar escort of convalescents over the ammuni- 
tion on its arrival at that place, in order that the party from hence may return to 
their corps with as little delay as possible. 

N.B. The above party has been since ordered to consist of 1 subaltern, 2 ser- 
jeants, and 30 men, instead of 2 seijeants and 18 men. 


respecting sending troops to Tarragona. If you 
you had better take advantasre of the detachment 


The A.G. to Major Gen, Baron C. Alien, K,G,L, 24th June, 1811. 

Your letter of the 19tli to Lieut. Col. Rooke, enclosing Col. Halkett’s on the 
subject of the desertion from the Light battalions of the King’s German Legion, 
has been laid before the Commander of the Forces, and his Excellency much 
regrets that any prisoners of war should have been enlisted for, or permitted to 
enter, the Light battalions of the King’s German Legion. He has directed me 
to write to Major Gen. Baron Low upon this subject, and to call on the officer 
employed in the recruiting service, at Lisbon, to account for his conduct in this 
instance.. His Excellency, however, cannot permit you to detach an officer to 
Lisbon for this service, as Major Gen. Baroti Low is generally intrusted with tlie 
same by orders from home. The Commander of the Forces will not fail to take 
all the measures lie can to prevent the enlistment in future of prisoners into the 
King’s German Legion. 

The A.G. to Major Gen, Baron Low, K.G.L, 24th June, 1811. 

I herewith enclose for your information some papers that have been received 
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relative to tlie desertion of various men from tlie Light battalions of Major Gen. 
Alten’s brigade to the enemy. It appears to the Commander of the Forces, 
from these letters, that, notwithstanding his repeated orders, prisoners of war have 
been enlisted for the Legion. You will ‘be pleased, therefore, to call the officers 
who have been employed in the recruiting service strictly to account for this 
disobedience of orders ; and you will not fail to adopt such measures as you shall 
deem most advisable for preventing in future the enlistment of a description of 
men into the King^s German Legion who do not fail, the first favorable moment 
that occurs, to bring disgrace and ohloq[iiy on the very deserving men with 
whom they are embodied. 

7%e A.O. to Brig, Gen, Peaoocke, Lisbon, 24th June, 1811. 

I have the honor to acquaint you that, in compliance with the renewed applica- 
tion of Capt. Tucker to be removed from the duties of the dep6t at Belem, and in 
consequence of his probable immediate promotion, his F4xcellency has been 
pleased to acquiesce in his wishes of joining his regiment, although he feels 
satisfied, from the very able manner in which he has conducted the arduous busi- 
ness of the situation at Belem, the army at large wdll experience a loss in his very 
able services ; hut the Commander of the Forces is unwilling to refuse the request 
of an officer of Capt. Tucker’s merit, repeatedly made. 

Gapt. Brown, of the 23d fusiliers, late Commandant at the hospital station at 
Elvas, has received orders to repair to Lisbon, and to report himself to you, for 
the purpose of taking upon himself the duties of the dep6t. It will be necessary 
that Capt. Tucker should wait to see this officer well initiated into all parts of 
the details of the dep6t before Capt, Tucker joins the 29th j and this can he 
more facilitated now from the circumstances under which the 29th are, Capt. 
'rucker’s immediate presence not being required. So soon as you feel satisfied 
that Capt. Brown is informed of every part of his duty, and that the public 
service will not suffer by Capt. Tucker’s leaving the depdt, that officer may join 
his regiment. 

The A.G. to Capt. Tucker^ Belem, 24th June, 1811. 

I have to apologise for not sooner answering your letter and memorial, for 
which, however, there was no occasion, as the Commander of the Forces availed 
himself immediately of the opportunity that offered for recommending to notice 
your meritorious service. 

I have now to perform a very unpleasant task to myself, as I feel that the service, 
as well as this department in particular, will experience a very essential loss in 
your removal from the duties of the depot at Belem. But as you have repeatedly 
urged this point with the Commander of the Forces, his Excellency was unwilling 
any longer to refuse the request of an officer whose services and merits claim 
from the Commander of the Forces every attention in his power. I am directed, 
therefore, especially to assure you of the satisfaction Lord W ellington has derived 
from your diligent, constant, and arduous exertions at Belem, and that only your 
own repeated requests should have induced his Excellency to make an arrange- 
ment for your removal from a situation of the utmost importance to the army in 
general. Capt. Brown of the 23d fusiliers has been directed to repair to Belem, 
to take chai’ge of the dep6t. I have written further on this subject? to Brig. Gen. 
Peacocke, to whom I beg to refer you. * 

TheA,G, to Dr. Franck^ Inspector of hospitals* . 24th June, 1811, 

I enclose herewith for your information the result of an inquiry on a complaint 

made by a private of the 27th regt. against Dr. , for cruel and improper 

treatment. It appears to the Commander of the Forces, that in no case has Dr. 

a right to inflict any punishments of the nature here described, and his 

Excellency requests Dr. — ■ — - may be informed of the same ; for although it 
appears the individual may be a worthless subject, and highly deserving of chas- 
tisement, still when that is directed to be inflicted by persons who have^no power 
to order it, representations of an improper nature will arise, highly detrimental to 
Dr. — ' — professional character and situation 

'VOL. „V. A 
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To Lieut Gen. Hill. Quinta de S. Joto, 25tli June, 1811, nooo. 

About 1600 cavalry, which were at 01iveii<^a, have conie over to Bada™ 
joz, and at 9^ a.m. were still upon the esplanade of the fort on the left of 
the Guadiana, 

Send this intelligence to Cotton and Picton, as it is not improbable they 
may make another reconnaissance upon Campo Maior. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoSo, 25th June, 1811, 2 p.m. 

I enclose an account of what is already thrown into Elvas hy Mr. Ken- 
nedy. Would you wish to have any more thrown in hy us ? 

You will have seen how well pleased they are in England about 
Alhuera. I wish to see you upon that subject. 

To Major Gen, Campbell, Gibraltar. Quinta de S. JoSo, 25th June, 1811 . 

I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter which I have received 
from the Sec. of State, in consequence of which I have requested Adm, 
Berkeley to send to Gibraltar vessels to convey to Lisbon the 1st batt. 
28th regt. ; and I beg you to order them to embark as soon as those 
vessels shall arrive at Gibraltar. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. Joao, 25th June, 1811. 

In consequence of the receipt of orders from the Sec. of State, I have to 
request that you will send vessels to Gibraltar, to convey from thence to 
Lisbon the 1st batt. 28th regt., which consists of about 600 R. and F, 

I have the honor to enclose a letter for the Governor of Gibraltar, which 
I request you to forward hy this occasion. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

On the Atalaya of Ponte de Caya, 25th June, 1811, dJ p.M. 

The intelligence which I have from Elvas this day states that about 
1600 cavalry left Oliven^a this morning, marched through Badajoz at 10, 
passed the river, and went into the woods on the Gevora, where I now see 
them, and that 600 cavalry went from the woods on the other side of 
Badajoz to 01iven9a. 

I think it possible that there may be a great reconnaissance to-morrow 
morning at Campo Maior, and therefore I recommend that Gen, De 
Grey’s and Anson’s brigades, and Le Fevre’s troop of artillery, should he 
shortly after daylight behind the hill behind the town. 

To Col. Murray, Q.M.G. ' Quinta de S. JoSo, 25th June, 1811, 8 f.m. 

The greatest part of the cavalry which were about Oliven^a . have 
certainly moved into the woods on the Gevora, where I saw them this 
afternoon. 

I have desired Sir S. Cotton to have De Grey’s brigade and Anson’s un- 
der the hill beliind Campo Maior in the morning, as I think it not unlikely 
that there will be a reconnaissance on that place, and it would be advis- 
able that Sir W. Erskine should be desired to have Long’s brigade sliortlj 
after daylight near the Ponte de Caya, as it is clear that the cavalry are 
now on this side of the Guadiana, and to the northward of Badajoz. 
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To Tice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. . Quinta de S. JoSo, 25tli June, 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received 
from the Sec. of State, regarding the transmission of prisoners and de- 
serters to England; and I beg leave to recommend that you should send 
the whole number to England as soon as it may be convenient to you. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st, 
upon this subject. 

To Gol. Gordon, Commissary in Chief. Quinta de S. JoSo, 25th June, 1811. 

I received this morning your letter of the 30th May ; and I am sorry 
to say that Mr. Kennedy did apply to me to be relieved from his situation, 
but I prevailed upon him to allow me to delay the application for some 
time. I did not understand that his application was founded on his own 
want of health, hut rather upon the anxiety of his wife that he should return 
to England; and I shall have to thank this lady and her sister, Mrs. 
Bourke, for having deprived me of the assistance of two very able officers. 

I don’t know how to fill Mr. Kennedy's place. Mr. is certainly 

the best here; but, as I bave lately discovered, even he is not entirely fit 
for such a charge. He certainly did not manage extremely well the 
duties of the Commissary of the troops which were here under Marshal 
Beresford. Matters were not going on well when I arrived here in April, 
or afterwards in May ; and the wants of that department, of which, how- 
ever, I believe that Mr. was the cause, occasioned the fatal delays 
of the end of March and beginning of April, 

If therefore I must submit to the misfortune of losing Mr. Kennedy, I 
believe you had better send out Mr, Bissett. I hope, however, that Mr. 
Kennedy, who is as well as I am, will be prevailed upon to stay. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JdSo, 25fh June, 1811. 

I received this day your letter of the 11th; and I have replied in 
another letter to what you say respecting the thanks for the battle of 
Fuentes. 

I will communicate the vote to Gen. Blake in the mode which I 
may think will be the most satisfactory to him. I rather think that I 
shall send it to my brother, as it will afford him an opportunity of con- 
ciliating Blake. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 25tU June, 1811. 

I received this morning your letter of the 4th, marked ‘ Private.’ 
Your Lordship may rest assured that I am perfectly satisfied that you 
acted right in not proposing a vote in Parliament on the battle of Fuentes. 
The business would have been different if we had caught the garrison of 
Almeida; hut, as it happened, the government were quite right. Indeed, 
people in England appear to me to be so much elated by any success, 
and so much depressed by any temporary check, that I feel diiSculty in 
describing the state of our affairs, and am always apprehensive that 
the government will appreciate too highly what we do. I have sent for 
Gen* Graliam. 

I had a communication with Gen. Abadia, when he was on his way 

"r:2 
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to Coruna, and recoinmended to him to attend to Santona. He is cer-* 
tainly the "best of all the Spanish officers that I have seen; but still 
some time must elapse before he or any body else can form a Spanish 
army that will be of much use to us or to themselves. 

MemoTanduni. Quinta de S. Jolo, 25th June, 1811. 

1. The Junta deViveres to be abolished, and in lieu of that board a 
commissariat to be appointed, consisting of a Commissary Gen., a certain 
number of deputies, assistants, and clerks, to perform the task of pro- 
visioning the Portuguese army. 

2. For the present it is proposed to appoint a Commissary Gen., 6 
deputies, 12 assistants, and 24 clerks. 

3. The Commissary Gen. to receive possession of all the magazines and 
stores of the Junta de Viveres^ and to correspond in the same manner 
with the magistrates in the different districts. 

4. The Commissary Gen. should be obliged to give in an estimate, on 
the 1st of every month, of the articles and their cost required for his 
department, stating for what pui poses required, where to he sent, the ex- 
pense of transport, &c., for which the government should be obliged to 
furnish funds. The Commissary Gen. must show in each estimate the 
state of the magazines in every part of Portugal, and how far each can be 
made available for the service. 

5. The commissariat of provisions and transport to he united. 

6. The departments of the arsenal to be more distinctly enumerated, 
and the head of each department to he responsible for the duties of it. 
Estimates from the arsenal to he furnished every month, of the articles 
and their cost, required for each of the departments, and funds to be pro- 
vided by the government for the payment of them. 

1. All the civil departments attached to the army (the commissariat 
arsenal and hospitals) to he placed under military law. All crimes com- 
mitted by the people employed in those departments to be tried by Courts 
Martial : the interposition of the civil law in all such cases to be abolished. 
A code of regulations to he framed, and specific punishments to be 
decreed, for certain crimes and misdemeanors, 

8. A medical board to be formed, consisting of the delegado of the 
Physico Mot and the Inspector of Hospitals, for the general nianage- 
ment of the medical department The delegado is more particularly to 
superintend the physical departments, and the Inspector Gen, the surgicial 
The hospitals to be under the superintendence of the Inspector Gen., who 
will make his report to the board. The medical officers should, on the 
1st of every month, give in an estimate of the expense of their depart- 
ments, and the government should be obliged to provide funds for the 
payment of them; 

9. Though the commissariat and medical departments are to be placed 
under military law, it is clearly to be understood that the rise of each 
individual is not to be regulated on any military principle, but that each 
individual is to be promoted according to his merit 

10. The military law to be altered according to the suggestions of 
liOrd Wellington and the repeated representations of Marshal Beresford. 


PORTUGAL. 


iir 


11. The government to enforce strictly their own laws and regulations 
respecting the means of transport to be supplied by the country for the 
use of the army ; and specific punishments, whether of fine or confine- 
ment, to be decreed against those guilty of withholding their carts, boats 
&c., when required in the regular manner for the public service ; and 
against carters and boatmen guilty of desertion and of embezzlement, or 
destruction of provisions or stores which they are employed to transport. 

12. The odious and oppressive system of embargo to be abolished ; and 
any Commissary, or oiEcer, or other public servant guilty of it to be 
punished. 

13. The government to provide funds for the regular payment of the 
officers and troops, regulars as well as militia, of the Bagajeiros attached 
to the several regiments, and of all the departments of the army. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. Joao, 25th June, 1811. 

The messenger did not arrive till the day before yesterday with your 
Lordship’s letter marked ‘ Private,’ of the 30th May. 

Since Beresford has been relieved from the command of the army in 
this quarter many measures have been adopted to reinforce and recruit 
the Portuguese troops, which I hope will in a short time increase our 
numbers for duty ; and I have had many conversations with Marshal 
Beresford and Mr. Sydenham since the latter arrived here, with a view 
to the arrangement of the civil departments of the Portuguese army, 
without which I have considered it proper to withhold my consent to the 
grant of the increased subsidy to the Portuguese government. When 
these points are settled here, Mr. Sydenham will go to Lisbon to arrange 
them with Mr. Stuart. 

The revenue arrangements recently adopted have already had the 
effect of increasing the pecuniary means of the Portuguese government, 
as I was sure they would ; and I have but little doubt that they will get 
on tolerably well in finance. There may be some difficulties in pro- 
curing specie ; and we may not be able to prevail upon the government to 
carry the laws of the country strictly into execution as they ought ; but the 
complaints which I have made of them to your Lordship, and which I 
have uniformly communicated to them, have had an excellent effect, and 
are not unlikely to stimulate their efforts. We are, however, suffering 
much from the misconduct of the Portuguese government; and I am 
risking an action at a moment in which it is desirable I should not fight. 
But, notwithstanding that the French have collected all their troops here,, 
and have left literally nothing in other parts of Spain, and are so much 
stronger than we, they appear as little inclined to risk an action as we 
ought to be. 

The Spaniards have now another opportunity to make an effort to shake 
off the yoke somewhere; but I am apprehensive that they will not avail 
themselves of it. I have not heard of, or from, Blake since he left JurU”? 
menha. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G, Berkeley. Quinta de S» JbSo, 26th Junev 1811, 

Learning from your private letter of the 24th inst, just received, . 
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tbat it is proMble there will be no vessel at Cadiz to bring round 500 
men, viz,, about 300 of the 95th regt., and about 200 dismounteci hussars, 
who I have requested might be sent to the Tagus, I request you to send 
vessels there to convey that number of troops, and that you will request 
Sir R. Keats to send them back, in case he should have been able to send 
away the troops. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresfbrd, K.B. Quinta de S. JoSo, 37th June, 1811. 

I enclose some papers which have been put into my hands by Brig. 
(jreiL Alava, regarding the conduct of certain persons at Sahugal, in seizing 
and detaining mules coming from Spain to join the army. As this has 
been a very common practice lately, I request you to direct that those 
persons may be called before the Special Commission to answer for their 
conduct. 


G, 0, Quiuta dos Banhos, S6th . Tune, 1811. 

1. The Cc^minander of the Forces has received the orders of the CoramaudtT in Chief to 
frarisfer the privates of ihe 7th line batt. K. G, X. to the 1st, 2d, and 5th baits., and to send 
the ofl(icers and non-commissioned officers of the 7th batt. to England to receive recruits. 

2. Major Gen. Baron Low will accordingly give orders that this transfer may be made, 
taking care to transfer to each battalion such a number of effective meri as will nearly 
equalize the strength of each. 

3. All soldiers in Portugal or Spain must be transferred ; the prisoners of war and miss- 
ing of the 7th batt. must remain on the strength of the 7th line batt. 

4. The transfer is to be made as soon as it may be convenient, and the officers. command- 
ing companies in the 7th line batt. are to draw pay for their men to the 24th inst. inclusive, 
and are to account in the usual manner, with the officers commanding comi)anies in the 
several battalions to which the men will be distributed, under the orders of Major Gen. 
Low. 

5. Major Gen. Low is requested, in making this transfer, to direct that the soldiers trans- 
I'erred may be placed in battalions and companies witli their country men and comrades. 

6. As soon as the transfer shall be made, the officers and non-commissioned officers of 
the 7th line batt. are to proceed to Lisbon, preparatory to their return to England. And 
the Commander of the Forces requests them to accept his tlmiiks for their services^ and tlio 
assurance of his esteem for their good conduct since tliey have been under his cummand in 
the Peninsula, 

7. The Commander of the Forces having received orders to draft the 2d batt. Royal 
Fusiliers into the 1st batt., the following arrangement is to be made for that purpose : 

8. All the private men in the 2d batt. Fusiliers in Portugal and Spain are to be drafted 
into the 1st batt., and are to be distributed into companies in the Ist batt. 

9. All men missing trom the 2d. batt. are to continue on the strength of the 2d batt. 

10. The transfer is to be made as soon as it may be convenient, and the officers command- 
ing companies in the 2d batt. are to draw pay for their men up to the 21tli inst., and are to 
account in the usual manner with the officers commanding companies in the Ist batt. to 
whose companies their men will be transferred under this order. 

11. When the transfer shall be completed, the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
staff' of the 2d batt. Fusiliera are to proceed to Lisbon, preparatory to their embarkation for 
England. 

12. The Commander of the Forces begs the 2d batt. Fusiliers will accept his tlianks for 
their services since they have been in the Peninsula, They have on every occasion sup- 
ported the high character of the Royal Fusiliers, and the Commander of the Forces hopes 
soon to have this battalion under his command again in renewed strength. 

G. O, Quinta dos Banhos, 27th June, 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has great pleasure in communicating to tlie army 
letters which he has received from: the Lord Chaticellor, and from the Speaker of the House 
of Commons, and the unanimous votes of approbation of the Houses of Lords and Commons 
on the conduct of the General officers, officers, and troops engaged in the battle fouglit at 
Albuera, on the 16th May. 

2. 'fhe Commander of the Forces requests that Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford will corn- 
muriicate to the Portuguese officers and troops engaged on that occasion, the votes of appio- 
hatioii of their conduct of the Houses of Lords and Commons. 
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To His ExcelieiJcy C. Siuiirt Quinta de S. Joao, 27th June, 1811, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th, with its en- 
closure from Dom M. Forjaz, announcing the intention of the inhabitants 
of Gaminha to present to the British government a number of bullocks 
now in the service of the army: and I request you to have the goodness 
to inform the Portuguese government that L am highly sensible of the 
desire of their people to assist the British army ; but that I recommend 
that they should apply their voluntary donations to the service of their 
own country, or to relieve the sufferings of their countrymen in Estre- 
madura. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Jo!io, 27th June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 10th inst., regard- 
ing certain green barley said to have been consumed near Elvas by the 
British troops. I am concerned to observe, in all the complaints of this 
description which I receive from the Portuguese government, a want of 
accuracy of statement, which precludes the successful issue of any inquiry. 
In this case, the numbers of the regiments to which the persons belonged, 
who are said to have taken this corn, are not detailed ; and, in point of 
:flict, there were no British troops at Elvas on the 11th May, and could be 
none on the 18th May, 2 days after the battle of Albuera. 

This circumstance having occurred to me, I requested Senhor Sodre to 
call upon the complainant and mention it to him, and request him to let 
me know the numbers of the regiments to which the soldiers belonged 
who cut the barley; and he then sent me the enclosed paper, stating that 
on the 22d and 23d May the barley was cut. At that period I was at 
Elvas; hut at all events I should think that the Governor of the province 
of Alentejo might have contrived to protect the barley growing under the 
guns of the fort, without complaining on the subject to government. 

It is impossible for me to give any redress for an evil complained of in 
such loose terms, and in making which there appears so little adherence 
to truth. 

To Hia EKce'lleocy C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Joao, 27th June, 1811. 

I have so repeatedly received anonymous letters from the Patriarch and 
the Principal, that at last it is necessary to put an end to a practice which 
is carried on in the most barefaced manner. I now enclose one which I 
beg you will look at, merely that you may be able to recognise the 
writing again in case it should come in question ; and that you will then 
forward it, as directed, to the Patriarch. I have not read it. 

I have received from Dom M. Forjaz the answer to my dispatch of last 
week, which contains a paragraph giving great credit to Senhor Cardoso^, 
for throwing supplies into the place of Elvas, I shall send you to-morrow 
the return up to yesterday of what had been thrown into Elvas, from 
which you will see with what degree of justice the merit of provisioning 
the place is attributed principally to Cardoso ; and then you will not tliiiik 
me unreasonable in declaring that justice to the departments of the Bri- 
tish army will prevent me in future from giving the assistance which they 
m‘e capable of giving ; for you must observe that these efforts, which are 


m 


PORTUGAL. 


entirely gratuitous, and wHcli are even denied by the government, much 
less acknowledged and thanked, are not made without considerable incon- 
venience to the British army. 

I am sorry to be again obliged to remark upon Dom M. Forjaz' want 
of justice, to say no more ; but these repeated instances of efforts to screen 
inefficient departments by misrepresentation don’t add to my good opinion 
of that minister. 

Xo — . Quinta de S. Joa5, 2i7tli June, 181L 

I have had the honor of receiving your - ’s letter of the 3d 

insfc., and it is impossible not to feel for the unhappiness of the young lady, 
which you have so well described; but it is not so easy as you imagine to 
apply the remedy. 

It appears to me that I should be guilty of a breach of discretion if I 
were to send for the fortunate object of this young lady’s affections, and to 
apprise him of the pressing necessity for his early return to England ; the 
application for permission to go ought to come from himself, and, at all 
events, the offer ought not to be made by me, and particularly not founded 
on the secret of this interesting young lady. 

But this fortunate Major now commands his battalion, and I am very 
apprehensive that he could not with propriety quit it at present, even 
though the life of this female should depend upon it; and, therefore, I 
think that he will not ask for leave. 

We read, occasionally, of desperate cases of this d^cription, but I can- 
not say that I have ever yet known of a young lady dying of love. They 
contrive, in some manner, to live, and look tolerably well, notwithstand- 
ing their despair and the continued absence of their lover ; and some even 
have been known to recover so far as to be inclined to take another lover, 
if the absence of the first has lasted too long. I don’t suppose that your 
proUgie can ever recover so far, but I do hope that she will siirvive the 
continued necessary absence of the Major, and enjoy with him hereafter 
many happy days.* 

To H. R. 11. the Commander in Chief. Quinta de S. JoSo, 27th June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Royal Highness’ commands of 
the 30th May, and those of the 5th inst. 

I had already drafted the 2d batt. 48th regt. into the 1st batt, and 
orders have been given to draft the 2d batt. 7th Fusiliers into the 1st batt, 
and the 7th line batt. K. G. L. into the other 3 line battalions of the 
Legion ; and the officers and non-commissioned officers of those battalions 
which have been drafted will be sent home immediately. The 2d batt. 
88th regt. will likewise be drafted into the 1st batt ; but, as both these 
battalions are at present almost in sight of the enemy, it will he necessary 
to delay the arrangement for a short time. 

I request to have your Royal Highness’ commands whether I am to 
complete the 1st batts. of the 5th foot, 31st, 38th, 39th, and 42d, to tlie 
numbers stated in the memorandum enclosed in your Royal Highness’ 

Tins officer afterwards married the young lady. He returned to the army, and was 
m«irtal1y wounded at the battle of Vitoria. 
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letter of tlie SOth May, from the 2d batts. of those regiments respectively, 
before I shall send those 2d batts. to England ; or whether lam to send 
those 2d batts. to England when the 1st batts. shall arrive in Portno-al, 
whatever may be the actual strength of the 1st batts. 

I likewise request to have your Royal Highness’ commands whether I 
am to send to England the 2d batts. of the 24th, 44th, 53d, 58th, 66th, 
and 83d, and the 85th regts., when the 1st batts. of the 5th, 31st, 38th, 
49th, and 42d, shall arrive in Portugal. 

It is impossible to have better soldiers than the real Hanoverians ; and 
it would be very desirable that the 1st, 2d, and 5th line batts. of the 
Legion should be reinforced by any men of that description who may be 
in the depdts. 

In consequence of orders from the Sec. of State, of the. ^ 

I have directed Gen. Graham to join the army from Cadiz; and to send 
to the army the detachment of the 3d batt. 95th regt, and the squadron 
of the 2d hussars which are dismounted, which are at Cadiz. The horses 
expected from England will enable me to mount them. 

I have not yet been able to ascertain the exact amount of the final loss 
of each of the regiments in the late actions, under the command of Sir 
W. Beresford; but I should hope that in a short time so many men will 
have recovered from their wounds, that it will not amount to more than 
half the number of killed, wounded, and missing, in the first returns. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 27th June, 1811. 

The enemy made a great reconnaissance, with a very large body of 
cavalry, upon Elvas and Campo Maior, on the 23d. The cavalry of the 
army of the south went upon Elvas from the neighbourhood of Olivenqa, 
and to the woods between that town and Badajoz ; and the cavalry of the 
‘ Armee de PortugaV upon Campo Maior, from the neighbourhood of Bada- 
joz.* The former succeeded in cutting oif a piquet of the — th light dra- 
goons, who had been posted on the Caya, in front of Elvas, under the com- 
mand of . It is understood that the cause of this misfortune was 

that mistook a regiment of the enemy’s hussars for a body of 

ours sent to his support. The — d hussars also, which were on the Gua- 
diana, on the right of Elvas, suffered considerably in their retreat towards 
Elvas. 

The enemy were kept in check in the neighbourhood of Campo Maior, 
by Gen. de Grey’s brigade of British and Gen. Madden’s Portuguese 
cavalry, and they retired without seeing the position of our. troops. Since 
that day they have made no movement of importance. Their army is 
along the Guadiana, between Badajoz and Merida, and their principal 
occupation appears to be to procure subsistence. 

They are already beginning to experience in some degree the effects of 
drawing together in Estremadura their whole force. Gen. Bonet has 
evacuated the Asturias, Don J. Sanchez has possession of the open 
country in Old Castille, and has recently intercepted a valuable convoy of 
money and provisions, on the road from Salamanca to Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
and I learn from Valladolid, that a very valuable convoy has been inter- 
cepted by Mina, consisting of the King’s baggage and property, near 
See Appendix, No. V., last letter. 
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Vitoria^ the whole escort having been put to the sword. Gen. Blake 
crossed the Guadiana, as had been arranged, on the 22d inst, and I under- 
stand was at Castillejos on the 24th; and I conclude that the enemy, 
finding that the allied army are in a situation in which the attack of 
them could not be made without difficulty, will detach towards that 
quarter. 

It is to be wished that the Spaniards would take more extensive advan- 
tage of the concentration of the enemy’s forces, and thus oblige them, by 
the loss of their convoys, the danger of their small garrisons and civil 
departments, and adherents residing in the large towns, to keep their 
armies separate, and expose some to our attacks. 

The Commissary Gen. has thrown a sufficient quantity of provisions 
into all the places on the frontier; and measures are in progress to im- 
prove the defences of them all. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Qumta de S. Joiio, 27th June, 1811. 

I enclose the weekly state to the 25th. The loss of the piquet of the 
— th dragoons, and that sustained by the piquet of the — d hussars, were 
disagreeable circumstances ; hut they tend to show the difference between 
old and new troops. The old regiments of cavalry, throughout all their 
services, and all their losses put together, have not lost so many men as 
the — -d hussars, and — th and — th dragoons, the former in a few days, 
and the latter in a few months. However, we must make the new as 
good as the old. Our cavalry are just now in very good condition. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary, Quinta de S. Jofio, 27th .Tune, IBIL 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Major Gen. Picton in favor of 
Lieut. Clerke, 5th regt.,^ and I beg leave to recommend the services of this 
officer to the favorable consideration of H. R. H. the Commander in Chief. 

To Capt. Gen. Don J. Blake. Quinta de S. Joao, 28th June, 1811. 

When the accounts of the recent battle at Alhuera arrived in England, 
all ranks and descriptions of His Majesty’s subjects were eager to manifest 
their admiration of the conduct of all the allied troops, and their sense of 
the benefits which had resulted to the common cause from the cordial 
union of councils of the Generals in command of the armies of the diflerent 
nations, and from the gallantry and discipline of the troops. 

The Houses of Lords and Commons have expressed these sentiments in 
resolutions which they have unanimously voted upon this occasion ; ancl 
they have imposed upon me, as the Commander of His Majesty’s forces in 
this country, the pleasing task of communicating to the Generals com*- 
manding the forces of the several allied nations their unanimous sense of 
Ihe conduct of the armies under their command respectively. 

I have therefore the honor of enclosing to your Excellency the unani- 
mous resolutions of the Houses of Lords and Commons of Great Britain 
and Ireland of the Tth, expressing their sense of the conduct of the 
Spanish army under the command of your Excellency, in the battle fouglit 
at Albuera, on the 16tb May, 1811 ; and. I beg leave to congratulate your 

^ * Major Shadwell Cleike. He had been severely wounded on the TJth March at He- 
dinha, and suflered amputation of his leg in consequence. 
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Excellency upon receiving tliis justly merited honor, wliicli is the highest 
those illusti'ious assemblies have to bestow, and which must be esteemed 
and valued by every friend to the freedom and good order of society. 

Tlie A, Q» to the Commissa'nj General, 28th June, 1811, 

Your letter and enclosure from Assist. Commissary Gen. have been laid 

before the Commander of the Forces, and a communication has been likewise 
received from the Lieut. General commanding the cavalry on the subject Upon 
the view of this transaction which his Excellency has taken, he has directed me 

to send for Col. and inform him of the extreme inconvenience to the service 

which his conduct has occasioned. He had positively no right to give such an 
order as that which he gave to Mr. — The day’s forage to the regiment 

having been issued, Mr. bad no right to be accessary or responsible for the 

2 sacks of corn stated to have been left by a seijeant with the clerk, by Col. 

’s orders. The consequence of Col. having put Mr. — ■ into arrest is, 

that the regiment has sufered from the want of a proper person to perform the 
commissariat duties with it, and much inconvenience to the service results. 
Agreeably to these orders, I have stated the Commander of the Forces’ opinion, as 
above expressed, to Col. ^ ; and you will be pleased to direct Mr, —- to 
resume his duties with the — th dragoons. 

The A.G, to Lieut, CoL Elley^ A.A.G. 28th June, 1811. 

I herewith enclose, for the information of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton and Major 
Gen. Sir W. Erskine, the copy of a letter I have written to the Commissary Gen., 
by the Commander of the Forces’ direction, on the transaction that has occurred 

between Lieut. CoL of the — dragoons, and Mr. Assist. Commissary ~ — . 

I also annex Mr. ’s statement of the case, the Lieut. General having, perhaps, 

only seen Col. ’s letter on the subject. 

You will be pleased to request the Lieut. General to order Mr. Assist. Commis- 
sary Gen. to resume his duties with the — dragoons, he being released 

trom bis arrest. 

To Major Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart. Quinta de S. Joao, 29th June, 1811. 

I have had a conversation with Gen.,C. Stewart respecting your wish 
to quit the army for a short time, and conceived that he had communicated 
with you, which is the reason that you have not received an earlier answer 
to your letter. 

We experienced so much inconvenience last spring, from the absence 
of the General officers from the army, that I have received orders, which 
leave very little discretion with me to give leave of absence on private 
concerns. Your case, however, appears to me to be of a different descrip- 
tion ; for, at the same time that you have private affairs to settle, the state 
of your health renders your absence desirable ; and I think that at this 
period it will be more convenient that you should absent yourself than it 
would be at any other. Under these circumstances, I have no objection 
to your going; but, as I think it not improbable that others will desire 
the same indulgence, who have neither the same claims nor the same rea- 
sons. for going as you have, I wish you would send me a certificate, in the 
usual form, of the state of your health. 


Q 0^ Quinta dos Banlios.SSth June, 1811. 

2. The General officers of the army are requested to refer to the order of the 20th 
March, No. 3, about foraging, as great irregularities occur now in regiments and sol- 
diers in taking forage in the country, wherever they please. 
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To H.S.H. the Prince of Orange. Quinta de S. JoSo, 29th June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Highness’ letter of the 27 tb 
inst., and I assure you that I shall he happy to see your Highness with the 
army whenever it will be convenient to you to join it. . 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Quinta de S. JoSo, 29th J mic, 1811. 

You must he the best judge of the expediency of applying the money 
which will come into your hands, as the proceeds of the flour imported 
from America, to the purposes of the Portuguese charity. I expected 
that this money would come into the military chest, upon which the de- 
mands are very heavy, and which is at present but ill supplied. How- 
ever, as you have received directions from government on this subject, 
you must he the best judge in what manner this money shall he disposed of. 

To His Excellency G, Stuart. Quinta de S. JoSo, 29tli June, 1811* 

I enclose a letter and its enclosures which I have received from the 
Commissary Gen., on the subject of a complaint transmitted to me some 
time ago by you, received from the Portuguese government, respecting 
the want of boats on the Mondego. None of these complaints have ever 
come under my cognizance, in which the facts were not misrepresented 
or exaggerated, or in which some facts were not omitted, that were mate- 
rial to a just decision on the case. 

There is no British ojfficer who is not interested to give every assistance 
in his power to the officers of the Portuguese government, because he 
well knows that the deficiencies resulting from the want of means, or 
from neglects of the latter, are invariably supplied from the stores of the 
British army. 

But I am sorry to observe that the officers of the Portuguese govern- 
ment, almost without exception, neglect their duty, in the performance 
of which there is neither intelligence nor activity; and the excuse of the 
interference of the British Commissaries is too readily admitted by the 
Portuguese government and their ministers, who prefer any thing, even 
the loss of the Kingdom of their Sovereign, to the punishment of those 
who neglect their duty, although they receive their salaries. 

The enclosed letter from Mr. Drake is deserving of attention, as show- 
ing how business is carried on by the officers of the Junta de Viveres, 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Quinta de S. JoSo, 29th June, 1811. 

The last post brought us accounts of the Duke of York’s appointment 
to he Commander in Chief, at which I assure you I rejoice most sincerely.* 
The arrangement is not less a matter of justice to him than it is bene- 
ficial to the public interests ; and it appears to me to have been admirably 
timed, and that the motion of Lord Milton upon it is likely to he advan- 
tageous to the Duke’s character. I would not allow the mail to go with- 
out telling you how well satisfied I am with this arrangement ; and I beg 
you to take an opportunity of conveying my congratulations to His Royal 
Highness. 

^ H. R. H. the Duke of York had been reappointed to the command of the army on 
the 25th May, 1811. , 
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The dispatches will let you know how we are situated. We have now 
got upon us the whole disposable force in Spain; and, although we are 
not quite so effective as I could wish, I entertain no apprehensions for the 
result, Blake’s operations in Andalusia, if he can do any thing, will 
immediately relieve us from part of the weight bearing upon us ; and as 
soon as that is done, I have some operations in view to remove the war 
from this frontier. 

To Tice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. JoSo, 30th June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th June, with 
its enclosures. I am sorry to say that, under existing circumstances, no 
confidence can be placed in the parole of any French officer. I know 
many who have been allowed to quit England, on their parole not to serve 
till exchanged, who are now serving in the armies in Spain, although no 
British officer, or others, have been sent from France in exchange for 
them. This practice will be continued till the allies determine to adopt 
a system of rigor and punishment towards the prisoners in their power, 
in proportion to that followed by the enemy, and in reference to the con- 
duct of the prisoners themselves. I have invariably experienced the 
greatest inconvenience from allowing any persons to return to the 
enemy’s army. 

As nothing is believed in England that is written by persons in autho- 
rity in this country, it is not believed that the Generals commanding the 
French armies have no communication with each other, and that they are 
entirely ignorant of all that is passing around them, and that they have, 
in fact, no information, excepting what they derive from deserters from 
the foreign regiments in our service, of whom there are, I am sorry to 
say, too many, and from the prisoners occasionally sent back to them, in 
exchange for some of our officers or soldiers. 

Adverting to the superiority of the enemy’s numbers over the allied 
British and Portuguese armies, and to the inefficiency of the Spanish 
troops, I attribute the success which we have had hitherto in a great de- 
gree to the want of information by the enemy’s General officers. At this 
moment, though the whole army are within a few miles of them, they 
don’t know where they are; but, if disabled prisoners are to be sent to 
them, they will get all the information they require, if not directly from 
themselves, from their friends of the French interest at Lisbon, from 
Portuguese or English newspapers, &c. &c. I am therefore of opinion 
that the disabled, as well as the other prisoners, ought to be sent to 
England, and thence to France, if the government are desirous of getting 
rid of them. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor of London. Quinta de S. JoSo, 30th June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 20th 
May, in which your Lordship has transmitted to me the resolutions of the 
Court of Common Council of the City of London, of the 9th May, express- 
ing their approbation of the conduct of the army under my command in 
the late oj^erations in Portugal. 

i have communicated the resolutions of the Common Council to the 
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General and other officers, the non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of 
the allied army. 

I beg that the Court of Common Council will accept my thanks for the 
honor which they have conferred upon me and upon the army under my 
command; and I trust that, by a continuance of our endeavors to serve 
His Majesty, and to promote his interests in this country, we shall continue 
to enjoy the good opinion of the city of London. 

To the Governor of CoiTObra, and the Magistrates of Arganil, Goes, Louzto, Ponte da 
. Murcella, and Foz d’Aiouce. Quinta de S. JoSo, 30th June, 1811. 

I have sent Capt. Macleod, of the Royal engineers, to look at the state 
of the bridges on the Alva and the Ceira, and to put them in a state of 
repair, if they should not already have been repaired. I desire that you 
will give him every assistance of workmen and materials which he may 
require for the work upon which he has been ordered, and I hold you 
responsible to attend to his requisitions. 

The AMAq Brig. Gen^ Murray y Q.M.G» 30th June, 1811. 

Orders having been issued by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces for 
the drafting of the regiments named in the margin, and for the proceeding of the 
officers and non-commissioned officers of these corps to Lisbon, to return to 
England, so soon as the arrangement has been completed and the men's accounts, 
&c., settled, I have to request you will have the goodness to forward to Major 
Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole and Major Gen. Baton Low the necessary routes for the 
march of the staff, officers, &c., of these corps to Lisbon, as also orders for their 
embarkation, Gens. Cole and Low having been apprised that they are to receive 
the same and deliver them to the officers commanding, so soon as the drafting 
has been carried into effect. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Quinta de S. JoSo, 1st July, 1811, x».m. 

The priest of La Roca is arrived ; but I don’t recollect who it was 
that complained of him, or the nature of the complaint. I shall he very 
much obliged to you if you will let me know what you recollect of this 
complaint. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Speaker of the House of Commons. Quinta deS. JoSo, Ist July, 1811. 

In obedience to the orders of the House of Commons, I have com- 
municated to Sir W. Beresford, and to Capt. Gen. Blake, the resolutions 
of the House of the 'Ith June, conveying their approbation of the conduct 
of the General and other officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers 
of the allied armies, which fought the battle of Albuera on the 16 tli May. 
It has given me great satisfaction to have been made the channel of comxgu- 
nicating to those officers the high honors which the House have conferred 
upon them. I have the honor to enclose a letter from Sir W. Beresford. 

The A. G, to Lieut, Burke, late A^tk regt 1st July, 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces had consented, in consequence of the wishes 
expressed by the officers of the 45th regt, to your being permitted to go about 
your own concerns and to take no further notice of your case ; but as it appears 
you desire a trial, I am to acquaint you that you are ordered to he sent under 
escort to Campo Maior preparatory to your trial before a General Court Martial 
now assembled there. You will be tried for desertion to the enemy, and you will 
furnish the Dep. Judge Advocate, at Campo Maior, with a list of the evidences 
you ate desirous of summoning in yoxu* behalf. 
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To Gen, Leite, Governor of Elvas, Quinta de S. JoSo, 2d July, ISll. 

The provisions at Guguela being almost expended, I request that you 
will send to that fort, to-morrow morning, provisions for 10 days for 220 
men : by provisions is to be understood bread, meat, and winej and you 
will be good enough to report when this order is executed. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de S. JoSo, 2d July, 1811. 

1 enclose a letter from Major Gen. Howard, enclosing one from Col. 
Stewart, of the 50th regt., regarding the equipments of a oietachment of 
that regiment recently arrived from England. I beg that you will make 
a requisition upon Col. Fisher for new arms and accoutrements for this 
detachment, if upon inspection those which they have in use should he 
deemed unserviceable. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 2d July, 1811. 

Upon considering of the best mode to communicate to Gen. Blake the 
resolutions of the Houses of Lords and Commons regarding the Spanish 
army, I have thought it best to communicate them in a letter from myself, 
as being the mode most likely to be agreeable to him* 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Quinta de S. JoSo, 2d July, 1811. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 19^h June. I have already 
informed you that I had had some conversation with Gen. Abadxa when he 
was on his journey to Galicia. That which I recommended to him was, 
if possible, to retake Astorga, and, if be could not do that, to endeavor to 
extend himself in the Asturias and La Montana ; but not to venture into 
the plains of Leon and Castille till be should have formed bis army, and, 
particularly, should have got a body of cavalry. 

I believe that the French have evacuated Astorga, as well as the Astu- 
rias ; so that the first measures I recommended to bis attention are already 
accomplished ; and he may now direct bis attention to something further, 
as soon as he shall have an army. Indeed, he might now work on in La 
Montana, towards Biscay. I have also requested Gen. Abadia to endeavor 
to obtain possession of Santoha, in concert with the officer commanding 
His Majesty’s ships at Coruiia, and with Gen. Mendizabal, who has been 
sent by the Spanish Regency to command in Biscay. 

When Gen. Walker quitted Coruna he left there Mr. , a Commis- 

sary, who has continued the correspondence with me ; but as I consider 
that a most important point, and that the supplies of arms, ammunition, &c. 
to the guerrillas may be best distributed from that quarter, I conceive that 
it might be convenient to government, as well as to me, that a person of 

more respectable station in life than Mr. should be appointed to reside 

there. I have no officers to spare for this service ; and I shall be obliged 
to your Lordship if you will send the gentleman you mention ; and I shall 
be happy to see him here, or I will send Mm instructions to Coruna, if 
your Lordship should think it better that he should go there at once. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de 8 . JoSo, 3d July, 181 1. 

I have received your letter of the 30tb. 

I have no doubt but that the letter which I sent to you was written by 
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the Patriarch ; but, as you entertaiu a doubt upon the subject, I am much 
obliged to you for stopping it. To send an anonymous letter to any body 
is to accuse him of writing it, the meanest action, certainly, of which a.ny 
man can be guilty. It is not very proper, perhaps, to accuse a man in the 
Patriarch’s situation of being guilty of such an action ; but he positively 
ought not to be accused of it if there is any, the slightest, doubt of his guilt. 

I therefore acquiesce entirely in your retaining the letter. 

In the account which the Commissary Gen. has made out of supplies to 
the Portuguese government, he has charged for the articles delivered in 
kind, at the rate which they cost. I have given directions that the paper 
issued to the Portuguese government shall be taken credit for at the price 
of the day. For instance, when £100,000 in paper was given to them, 
the rate of discount being IBper cenL^ the charge against them was to be 
only £82,000. If they don’t take care to manage the markets, they may 
lose even by this arrangement; but that I cannot help. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. JoSo, 3d July, 1811. 

I enclose Dorn M. Forjaz’s commissariat regulations, with some remarks 
upon them. If I had leisure to go minutely through the whole, probably 
I might out of them be able to form something ; hut I have written in 
the margin the general principles on which the establishment ought to be 
formed, and that of all the regulations for its guidance, which will pro- 
bably answer better than to enter into the particulars of the regulations, 
and, at all events, saves me some time. 

Observations by Lieut. Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B., upon the Plan proposed for the Portu- 
guese Commissariat.’* ► Quinta deS. JoSo, 3d July, 18 U. 

Page 1. The Commissariat should be composed of a Commissary Gen., 
deputies, assistants, clerks, conductors, sub conductors, treasurer, and 
accountants. 

These denominations of officers would comprise all the functions re- 
quired from the other officers specified in the text. 

Page 2. The Commissary Gen., and all the officers of the Commissariat, 
should be appointed by a Minister of State, or by the Commander in Chief. 

Whoever shall make the appointment should be answerable for the 
selection of competent persons. 

The inferior clerks might be appointed by the individual under whose 
authority it is intended they should be employed. 

The conductors should be appointed by the Commissary Gen. But 
whoever may make the appointment should be answerable for the com- 
petency of the person to fulfil the duties of bis appointment. 

The continuance of the officers in their several places should be durino* 
pleasure. 

The establishment must be a military one; the persons of whom it k 

* The original draft of these observations is missing from the papers of the Duke of 
bngtoo. Avopy of it was sent to Dorn M. Forjaz. and Sir John Croft translated it into 
Portuguese for him. Sir John Croft re-translated it into English from the PorfugueKe for 
this compilatinn, &. 
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composed should be liable to trial by military law: but the tenure or title 
by which they hold their employments should entirely depend on the will 
of the government, and so should their promotion. 

Page 4. It is the duty of the Commissary Gem, and of the persons 
under his authority, to collect, to preserve in good condition, and to issue, 
provisions and forage to the troops, and to the horses and mules belong- 
ing to them. It is their duty also to provide the means of transporting 
the several articles from one place to another, and to furnish all other 
means of transport w^hich the army may require. 

Page 5. The Commissary Gen. should, between the 24th and the 30th of 
each month, render to the Sec. of State, and to the Commander in Chief, 
a return of all such provisions as are in the different depots of the King- 
dom and belonging to the army; stating what portions he has furnished 
in the preceding month, and giving in an estimate of the quantities which 
he thinks may be required of him in the following month, pointing out 
from whence they should be drawn, and whither they should be trans- 
ported ; and, besides this, he should give in a calculation of the expense 
likely to be incurred in each of the following articles, viz. : 

Provisions and forage for the troops and their beasts; means of trans- 
port also, stating the purposes for which they will be required; and the 
salaries of the persons employed in the commissariat. 

These arrangements having been completed, and the funds necessary to 
meet the expenses of his department having been placed at the disposal of 
the Commissary Gen., it will then become necessary to consider in what 
way he shall make his purchases. These should always be made at the 
cheapest rate, and should be accompanied with certificates of the price of 
them. After this, the object will be to ascertain the best way of keeping 
in good order the several articles, of making his issues to the troops, and 
of giving an account of the issues which he shall have already made. 

All these are matters of detailed regulation which cannot fail to exist 
already in the department of the commissariat ; and nothing more will be 
necessary but to compel obedience to the regulations, whatever the nature 
of them may be, and to ensure the punishment of disobedience. 

The estimate by the Commissary Gen. should comprise the value of the 
provisions, which are to be bought by his deputies attached to the different 
divisions of the army or stationed in forts. Tliese deputies must render 
account, in the manner prescribed, and within the time limited, of the 
money which they have expended; hut the Commissary Gen. and all his 
subordinate officers must he apprised that they will have’ to answer for the 
omissions of their inferiors if they don’t give them up to punishment. 

Page It. Deputy Commissaries must be under the immediate authority 
of the Commissary Gen., and must be stationed in those places, and 
attached to those divisions of the army, which he may he pleased to fix 
upon. Ail must he under the direction of a deputy appointed by the 
Commissary Gen., and charged with the duty of issuing the necessary 
orders. 

They must fulfil that portion of the obligations generally incumbent 
upon the Commissary Gen, which he shall allot to them ; whether it be 
in making purchases, or looking to the preservation of the articles already 
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purchased, or watchiBg o¥ef llie transport of the same, the issuing them 
to the inferior Commissaries for the supply of the troops, and directing the 
fulfilment of the general engagements of the commissariat, and of the 
Gommissaries attached to any particular division, or stationed in any fort 
or district, pursuant to the orders which they shall receive from the Com- 

missary Gen., and to the general regulations of the service. 

Every Dep. Commissary, through whose hands either money or any 
articles may pass, must he answerable for such money or for such articles, 
until he shall have been exonerated either by a receipt or some other official 
document which may he required. 

Whenever the articles which shall have been entrusted to any Dep. 
Commissary Gen. may be considered of a quality unfit for the service, 
this circumstance must be made known to the Commissary Gen, ; hut the 
said articles must not be destroyed until they shall have been first ex- 
amined by a board of officers, whose decision must he confirmed by the 
Commander in Chief. 

The Commander in Chief will then direct that the said articles he 
destroyed in the presence of the hoard of officers who had examined them ; 
and nothing short of this order from the Commander in Chief should 
exonerate the Deputy or other Commissary. 

Page 25. I don’t see that any advantage will result from making regu- 
lations for the clerks of this department. 

The Commissary Gen. will employ, whenever he may think fit, a Dep. 
Commissary in each province, and will instruct him as to the nature of the 
services which will be required of him. 

The Commissary Gen. should, nevertheless, place himself in communi- 
cation with the magistrates in all great cities of the provinces, and by 
their aid should provide the means of supplying the small detachments of 
the army which move from one place to another along the high roads, 
according to routes which the Q. M. G. gives them. 

Page 26. In those provinces in which corn or any other species of grain 
may exist, it is clear that the Commissary Gen. must employ some of the 
deputies to collect this grain; and he must render an account thereof, in 
his return, of the state of the depdts, every month, to the Sec, of State 
and the Commander in Chief. 

Page 49. The duties of the Deputy or Assistant Commissaries attached 
to divisions consist especially in receiving or collecting provisions and 
forage for the use of those divisions ; in taking care to preserve those 
articles in good condition ; in effecting the transport of them from one 
place to another ; in issuing them to the troops upon receiving proper 
documents and receipts; and in rendering an account, as well of the 
money expended as of the depdts of provisions. 

All these duties necessarily require regulations in detail from the Com- 
missary Gen.; and the Commissaries attached to divisions or brigades 
must answer for the fulfilment of them. 

Page 59. The duty of directing the transports from one place to an- 
other, and watching over the transit of the several articles from one Com- 
missary to another, might be fulfilled thrbugh the medium of one or more 
deputies or assistants under the directions of the Commissary Gen,, and 
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in conformity with certain rules and orders, general and particular, esta- 
blished for their government 

Page 69. There ought to he a treasurer of the commissariat; hut, as a 
general rule, no money ought to stop in the hands of the Commissary 
Gen. He ought to have a credit opened with the military chest in the 
heginning of each month, to meet that portion of the amount of his esti- 
mate which shall have been granted to him hy the Sec. of State and hy 
the Commander in Chief; and he ought to draw bills upon the military 
chest from time to time for the amount of his payments, never exceeding 
in any one month the sum total of his absolute necessities, and stating on 
each bill what head of those services which are specified in his estimate is 
to he liquidated by the said bill. 

In the same manner the treasurer should keep an account of the pay- 
ments made hy the Commissary Gen. conformably with those heads, 
setting apart what the estimate of each month consists of; and every 
Commissary who lays out money should render an account after the same 
form to the treasurer of the commissariat. 

Page 124. I don’t possess sufficient knowledge of the Portuguese 
language, nor have I time, to examine the detail of these regulations, the 
whole of which may probably he very expedient. 

Nevertheless, the duty of the Commissary Gen. is set forth, generally, 
in the observations which I have made. This duty both he and his de- 
puties and assistants should fulfil, pursuant to certain convenient regu- 
lations. 

In collecting provisions, care should always be taken to select them of 
the best quality, and at the cheapest rate ; and the object of all and every 
regulation should he to make this certain, as well as to show the sum of 
money which shall have been expended. 

In receiving the provisions, the object of every regulation should he to 
obtain the certainty, by means of receipts or some other form, that the 
provisions have really been received by each of the persons through whose 
hands they shall have been reported to have passed. 

In keeping the provisions in good condition, whether it he upon the 
march or in the depot, the object of every regulation should he to attach 
responsibility to the person charged with the care of them, in order to 
avoid waste or loss through negligence. 

In making issues of the provisions, the object of regulations should he 
to exonerate the persons who shall have made a just and true delivery of 
them, and to attach responsibility to the person who shall have received 
them ; further, to ascertain the accuracy of his receipts, and to make him 
answerable as well for the quantity as the quality thereof. 

In making a detailed issue of provisions, the object of regulations 
should be to ensure that every individual shall receive what belongs to 
him, and nothing more ; and that the proper requisitions and receipts 
shall be passed by those who shall receive, and by the Commissary who 
shall make the issue. 

In procuring transports, the object of regulations should he to secure 
that the person who makes requisition for them shall apply to the proper 
magistrate ; and shall not apply for more than is absolutely necessary. 
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In paying for transports, tlie object of regulations should be to make 
it certain that the owner of the transports shall receive the money which 
is due to him, and which is paid and carried to the account of the public. 

The duties of magistrates form another subject, and are entirely distinct 
from the duties of the Commissary General. 

The J..G. to jR. H. Kennedy, Esq,, Commissary General* 3d July, 181L 

I herewith enclose a letter I have received from the Dep. Judge Advocate at 
Campo Maior, by which it appears that there will not be sufficient evidence on 

the trial of quarter master to prove the charge against him. Under these 

circumstances, as there has been such an interference on the part of the Com- 
mander of the Forces as to prevent similar impropriety occurring without the 
certainty of punishment, it may he better, with your acquiescence, to dispense with 
any further proceedings against quarter master . 

The A.G* to Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer, K.JB,, !«/ division* 3d July, 1811. 

I have laid your letter of yesterday’s date, and enclosures from Major Gen. 
Campbell and Major Gen. Baron Low, before the Commander of the Forces, and 
am directed to acquaint you : 

1st ; With regard to Major Gen. Campbell’s enclosures from Col. Fermor, re - 
presenting the inadequate state of the 1st batt. 3d Guards, as to officers, that 
the Commander of the Forces has already ordered Capt. Canning, on tlie staff of 
his Excellency, to join his regiment, which Cob Fermor will see carried into effeet, 
2d; With respect to Col. Fuller’s desire, that private , of the Cold- 

stream, should he permitted to commute his punishment for service for life, I am 
to observe, that from late orders received, the Commander of the Forces cannot 

consent to this arrangement, and must receive the punishment awarded 

to him by the regimental Court Martial. 

3d ; The list of disabled men, submitted by Major Gen. Campbell, must he 
referred by the surgeons of the Guards to the Inspector Gen. of hospitals, and 
these men must be assembled at Lisbon, and a board will be ordered to report on 
their cases, when they will be sent to England according to the recommendation 
of the board. 

4th; The request of the Guards to receive hack their blankets is referred to the 
Commissary Gen., to know where the same may now be, and how far it is possible 
to get at them in order that they may be issued again. 

5th; The route has been sent by the Q. M. G. to Major Gen. jSarora Low, for 
the officers and non-commissioned officers of the 7th line battalion to proceed to 
Lisbon, and there will be no objection to the request of the 2 Captains being par- 
ticularly complied with. 

The A.G. to Col, Beckwith, 95th reyi, 3d July, 1811. 

The D. A, G. having submitted to me several communications relative to a 
mule belonging to Mr. Sparkes, which has been found in the possession of Capt- 
— ; having taken the Commander of the Forces’ pleasure on the subject, I am 
directed to acquaint you, that the rule of the army and the law of every well 
regulated state is, that when a person finds his undisputed property he has a 
right to it. The operation of this rule would certainly have been vitiated by the 
chance of the property having fallen into the hands of the enemy, or having been 
lost by the carelessness of the owner, or by any of the accidents to which pro- 
perty of all descriptions is liable during a military operation ; but it does not 
appear that Mr. Sparkes was deprived of his mule by any of these circumstances, 

but that it was stolen from him, and is now in the possession of Capt. . It is 

liis Excellency’s opinion, therefore, that Mr. Sparkes should have his mule imme- 
diately returned to him, and you will be pleased to give tins order accordingly. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 1811, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d inst. 

I am convinced of the expediency of adopting some measures to 
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stimulate and support tlie efforts of the inhabitants of Portuguese Estre- 
madura to restore the agriculture of their province ; but the circum- 
stances which I am about to state will show you that it is of paramount 
importance not to deliver any money from the military chest to be 
employed in that manner. 

The pay of the British troops is now nearly 2 months in arrears, 
instead of being paid one month in advance, according to His Majesty’s 
regulations. The muleteers, upon whose services the army depend 
almost as much as upon those of the soldiers, are 6 months in arrears. 

There are bills to a large amount, drawn by the Commissaries in the 
country on the Commissary at Lisbon, still remaining unpaid, by which 
delay the credit of the British army and government must be impaired; 
and you are aware of the pressing demands of the Portuguese government 
for specie. There is but little money in hand to be applied to those 
several services. There is no prospect that any will be sent from Eng- 
land ; and the supplies derived from the negotiation of bills upon the 
Treasury at Cadiz and Lisbon have been gradually decreasing. 

Under these circumstances, it is my duty to object to the application 
of any sum of money which can be brought into the military chest to any 
purpose excepting to defray our expenses, which would otherwise fall 
upon the chest. 

Admitting, as I do, the expediency of adopting measures to revive the 
agriculture of Estremadura, I have reason to believe that matters are not 
in so bad a state in that province, generally, as they are represented to be 
in the papers which you enclose in your letter of the 2d ; and I cannot 
admit that, if they were, it would be expedient to encourage an expecta- 
tion that they would be restored, or wise to endeavor to restore them at 
once to the situation in which they were previous to the recent invasion. 

Time must elapse before the agricultural classes will have in their pos- 
session the carriages and other means by which they could render their 
laboring cattle useful to them, if the cattle could be restored to them ; 
and time also must elapse before the land will produce sufficient food to 
support all the laboring cattle which they could use. It would be pru- 
dent, therefore, not to distribute in those districts at once too large a pro- 
portion of laboring cattle, if the distribution is to be made by degrees ; 
and in the progress of time I see no reason why we should not look to a 
supply from Ireland and other countries from whence they might he 
brought, in which the purchase of them would not be a burthen upon the 
military chest of this army. 

I don’t foresee any inconvenience from your countermanding the execu- 
tion of that part of the commission for the purchase of flour in America 
which may remain unexecuted when your order shall reach America. 

To the Rev. J, Owen, Chaplain General. Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 1811* 

I enclose letters which Mr. Briscall has put into my hands from Mr. 
Downes and Mr. Hill, two of the Chaplains attached to this army. I have 
accepted Mr. Downes’ resignation, and have given leave to Mr. Hill to go 
to England : the latter gentleman never quitted Lisbon. 

1 have already, upon a former occasion, made Gen. Calvert acquainted 
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with my opinion respecting the establishment on which the army Chap^ 
kins are placed, in a letter which I believe you saw; and I now assure 
you, that the opinions which that letter contains have been confirmed by 
the experience which I have since had. The remuneration in the shape 
of half pay is not sufficient to induce respectable persons in a good state 
of health, who have any other prospect in the profession, to accept the 
situation of Chaplains to the army; and adverting to the general expense 
of the establishment, compared with that of the old regimental 
establishment, of which, after many years, it is intended to be an 
efficient substitute, I cannot see why the remuneration, particularly in 
the shape of half pay, should not he made more liberal. My decided 
opinion is, that until that is done the government will not ensure a 
religious establishment for the army on foreign service; and it is obvious 
that all that could he done in that way would not amount to one third 
part of the expense of the old regimental establishment. 

To tBe High Sheriff of the County of Limerich. Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 17 th May, in 
which you have enclosed the unanimous resolutions of a meeting of the 
county of Limerick, assembled under your auspices on the 16th May. I 
am much flattered by the notice which the county of Limerick have been 
pleased to take of my endeavors to serve His Majesty, and by the 
approbation which they have expressed of the conduct of the officers and 
troops which have been placed under my command ; and I hope, by the 
support and assistance of the General and other officers, and the discipline 
of the troops, to continue to enjoy the valuable approbation of the gentle- 
men of the county of Limerick. 

Ta H. E. H. the Duke of Kent. Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 181 L 

I have had the honor of receiving your Royal Highness’ letter of the 
9th June; and, in obedience to your Royal Highness’ commands, I have 
placed Lieut, St. Martin, of your Royal Highness’ regiment, at the 
disposal of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, to he appointed a Captain in the 
Portuguese service. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 1811, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th June ; and 1 
have desired the Commissary Gen. to give directions that the stores may 
he placed in the store houses in such manner that the houses may be 
made to contain the largest quantity they are capable of containing. 

The large quantities of provisions now at Lisbon are to be attributed to 
the removal of the magazines from the Douro and the Mondego to the Tagus, 
in consequence of the change of the seat of operations of the army. These 
magazines had, immediately previous to their removal, been very much 
increased by the arrival at Oporto and Figueira of several ships from 
England laden with provisions, which had been sent to those places hy 
order from the Sec. of State. The quantity of provisions now at Jjisl)on 
has also been increased very much lately hy the arrival of flour pur- 
chased in America for the Portuguese government, and of provisions 
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from England likewise for the Portuguese government, to be delivered 
as subsidy in lieu of money payments, wbicb provisions they have not yet 
taken from His Majesty’s minister. 

These circumstances have occasioned the inconvenience of which you 
complain, which, however, I hope will he only temporary, as I have re- 
quested that no more provisions’ may at present be sent from England, 
and the consumption of the army occasions a constant draw upon the 
magazines. I am apprehensive that it would not be possible to store our 
magazines of provisions along the Tagus, without incurring a very large and 
useless expense, and putting ourselves eventually to great inconvenience. 

To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 1811. 

Since I wrote on the 2'7th June the enemy have withdrawn the great 
force which they had in the neighhourhood of Badajoz. Lieut. Gen. Sir 
S. Cotton reconnaitred with a part of the cavalry along the Gevora and 
the Guadiana, as far as Montijo, on the 2d inst., and found no troops ex- 
cepting a small body of infantry and cavalry at Montijo, and, near Badajoz, 
the cavalry belonging to the garrison. 

By all accounts, the ‘ Armie de PortugaV are on the right of the Guadi- 
ana, between Montanches and Merida, keeping a small part at Montijo ; and 
the army of the south on the left of that river, extending their left towards 
Zafra. It is reported that one division of infantry has been detached from 
the latter towards Seville* The enemy have withdrawn from Badajoz 
their train of artillery with which the place was taken, and have sent it 
to the southward. 

A part of Gen. Bonet’s troops, whose evacuation of the Asturias has 
been confirmed, have gone to Leon : and I have a report from Gen. Sil- 
veira of the 25th June, stating that the enemy had, on the 19th, evacuated 
Astorga. 

By accounts from Valladolid, it appears that Marshal Bessieres had 
quitted that place on the 12th with all the troops he could collect, and 
went to Rio Seco, from whence he moved on the 15th towards Benavente. 
A party of guerrillas were consequently in sight of Valladolid on the 15th ; 
and it is reported that they attacked that place on the 16th. This de- 
scription of force appears to be increasing in numbers, activity, and bold- 
ness, in all the northern parts of Spain. 

I have no authentic accounts of Gen. Blake’s movements since the 27th 
June, on which day his head quarters were at Alosno, in the Condado de 
Niehla, and his advanced guard, under Gen. Ballesteros, at El Cerro. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 1811. 

I have the honor to transmit a duplicate of a memorandum of field 
equipment required for the use of this army, the original of which I for- 
warded to your Lordship on the 1st April last ; and I shall be much obliged 
to you if you will direct that these things may be sent to Portugal without 
loss of time. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. Jo% 4th July, 181 1. 

I send to England by Mr. Sydenham, who leaves this to-morrow, the 
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eagle of the 39th regt., which was thrown into the river Ceira, near Foss 
d’Arouce, on the night of the 15th March last, when the 6th corps of 
the army of Portugal, which formed the rear guard of the army posted on 
the other side of the river, were driven across that river by the 3d and 
Light divisions of the British army, under the command of Major Gen. 
Picton and Major Gen. Sir W. Erskine. 

To the Rail of Liverpool. * Quinta de S. JoSo, 4th July, 1811. 

In addition to the intelligence contained in my dispatch, I have reports 
from Badajoz and from Marmont’s head quarters at Merida, stating that 
the Spaniards had entered Seville on the 28th. If this should be true, and 
Blake has, as I advised him, destroyed every thing there, it will make a 
most important alteration in the state of affairs. 

1st; It will show that the Spaniards can do something, and we may 

venture to depend a little upon operations combined with them. 

2diy ; It will lead to raising the siege of Cadiz more effectually than 
any other operation that could be undertaken. 

The operations of that siege depend entirely upon the supplies received 
from the foundry and arsenal at Seville, which the Spaniards contrived to 
abandon in a complete state of equipment; and, if the stores at Seville 
should he lost, the siege may as well, and will, be given up, as it is hope- 
less to endeavor to collect again what would he necessary to carry it on. 
If, however, the siege of Cadiz should he given up, we in this country 
shall have upon us, in addition to what we have already, the small portions 
of the army still remaining in Andalusia ; and I doubt whether the assist- 
ance which we might expect to receive from the Spaniards, in consequence 
of their being relieved from that weight, will compensate for the additional 
pressure upon us. 

The great army in our front must, and will probably soon, separate, 
having effected nothing excepting the relief of Badajoz ; for which object 
they have weakened themselves every where; have lost Astorga and the 
Asturias; and the greater number of them would have been destroyed, 
if all the Spaniards were like the lower orders. However, we must have 
patience, and we may yet be able to root them out of this country. 

I enclose you some copies of Joseph’s interesting letter, certified by 
Bardaxi.* 

The to Major Gen, Barm Low, K.G,L, 4th July, 1811. 

I have the honor to inform you that the Commander of the Forces, taking the 

general good character of quarter master and ail the circumstances of liis 

case into consideration, has been pleased to release him from his arrest, and 
to direct that he may returmto his duty. 

The A. G. to Major Gen, Howard^ M division, 4th July, 1811, 

• your.letter enclosing, 1st, an application for Capt. , 71st light 

iniantry, to serve in the Portuguese army, 1 am to acquaint you, that as there 
a sumcient number of effective Captains in the regiment, it cannot be per- 

mitted. 2nd ; You will he pleased to acquaint Capt. , of the. same corps, 

that his tacellency will not enter into any explanation of the circumstances which 
induced him to recommend olficers for promotion. He is much concerned not to 
See Appendix, Yol. IV. No, XAXVUI. 
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liave it in Ixis power to recommend Capt. - — ; and the Commander of tlie Forces 
must further observe, that the action at Fuentes de Oaoro afforded only a small 
part of the grounds for recommending any body, ^ 

The A^ G, to Mr. Egerton, fVhitehaU, London. 4th July^ 1811. 

1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter stating your having sent the 
copies of the G. 0. to Mr. Penn, in Downing Street. On my receiving the books 
1 will enclose you a draft on Messrs. Greenwood and Cox for the amount of your 
hill, which 1 shall charge in my contingent account 

I wish you to forward to me the ‘Army List’ of the last year, and the latest 
edition of the ‘ General Regulations of the Army,’ with several copies of the 
‘ Articles of War : ’ these to be sent to Mr. Penn, at the War Department Office 
in Downing Street, who will forward them to me. I shall also be glad to have 
the ‘ Monthly Army List ’ sent in future as soon as it may be published. 

P.S. I wish to have a book of the ‘ Cavalry ’ as well as the ‘ Infantry Regula- 
tions,’ and two Orderly Books, large 8vo. size, bound in Russia leather. 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. Joao, 5th July, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 5th. 

The enemy appear to have drawn off entirely from this neighbourhood; 
and the right of the ^ Armie de PortugaV is at Montanches, the left and 
head quarters at Merida ; the right of the army of the south at Lobon, and 
the left at Zafra. I believe they have sent one division into Andalusia. 

Blake crossed the Guadiana on the 22d or 23d. He failed in an attack 
upon Niebla, where the French had only 300 men, on the 30th at night; 
and he is, I believe, going to embark at Huelva. 

I keep our troops still in their camps, meaning, if Soult leaves Marmont 
alone, to endeavor to give Marmont a blow. However, I doubt that Soult 
will leave that in my power. 

The French have taken a great deal of cannon out of Badajoz. They 
have blown up Oliven^a. 

I have sent to Hamilton about Mr. C, Monk. 

To Vice Adra. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. Joao, 6th July, 1811. 

I have spoken to Mr. Kennedy respecting the store houses. The house 
you mention would not answer for us, as the communication with it by 
land is very awkward and inconvenient. I hope, however, that, by the 
improvements in the mode of stowing the store houses, we shall have no 
want of store room at Lisbon and the neighbourhood. 

I hope that we shall have a sufficiency of bridge at Villa Velha. I don’t 
understand what the Portuguese government want with pontoon boats. 
We shall have plenty of pontoons for as many bridges as we can require 
any where ; hut, as we have already so much bridge there, I don’t propose 
to remove there any of our pontoons ; indeed the Tagus will be very soon 
fordable almost every where. 

I congratulate you upon your son’s promotion. I have not yet heard of 
March this morning, hut will add a line if I should receive any intelligence 
of him before the post shall go out. 

I have omitted to tell you that I have written to my brother regarding 
the money, and have requested that it may be sent only in the ships which 
you send for it periodically. 
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Au G^n^ral Buiiiotiriez, > Quinta de S* JoSo, ce 5 Jmllet,, 1811, 

J^ai m I’iionneTir de recevoir votre lettre du 6 Juin ; et je suis Men 
aise d* avoir I’avaiitage de votre opinion sur les affaires de ce pays-ci. 

II y a presqne trois ans a pr(^sent qne je conduis les opt^rations de la 
guerre la plus extraordinaire qu’il y eiit jamais. Quoique les alli«^s soient 
chez eux, et que tout le monde (en Portugal sans exception quelconque, et 
presque sans exception en Espagne) soit ennemi des Fran^ais, les allies 
ont rarement eu plus que la moitid de la force de Fennemi, et jamaisj, 
mdme ^ present, plus que les deux tiers, A ce d<lsavantage il faut ajouter 
que nous sommes allies V que nous n’avons pas de tdte; qu’il n’y a ni 
gdndraux, ni officiers d’dtat-major, ni troupes disciplin^es, et point de 
cavalerie parmi les Espagnols: que ces deux gouvernemens ont com- 
mencd la guerre sans magasins ou ressource militaire d’aucune espdce, et 
sans argent ou ressource de finance ; et que ceux qui ont dtd k la tfete des 
affaires sont des individus aussi faibles que les ressources leur disposition 
sontpauvres ; et vous serez dtonnd que nous puissions continuer la lutte 
mtoe avec espt^rance de succes ddfinitif. 

Je crois que ni Buonaparte ni le monde n’a compte sur les difficultds 
desubjuguer la Ptjninsule, dtant opposd parune bonne arrade en Portugal 
11 a fait des efforts gigantesques, dignes de sa rdputation, et des forces 
dont il a.la disposition ; mais il n’en a pas fait assez encore; et je crois 
que Fancien dictum de Henri IV., que ‘quand on fait la guerre en 
Espagne avec peu de monde on est battu, et avec beaucoup de monde on 
meurt de faim,’ se trouvera verifid de nos jours ; et que Buonaparte ne 
pourra jamais nourrir, mdme de la manidre Fran^aise moderne, une armde 
assez grande pour faire la conqu^te des Royaumes de la Pdninsule, si les 
allies ont seulement une armde assez forte pour arrdter ses progrds. 

Pour ce qui est d^aujourd’hui, les Fran^ais ont rduni en Estremadure 
toutes les forces qu’ils avaient en Andalousie, et dans La Vieille et La 
Nouvelle Castille, pour m*obliger ^ lever le siege de Badajoz; a quo! ils 
ont ndcessairement rdussi. J^ai rassembld mon monde a deux lieues de la 
dans une assez bonne position pres de Campo Maior ; et ils n’ont pas voulu 
me toucber: et j’aipridle Gdndral Blake avec les Espagnols, 10,000 a 
12,000, de repasser la Guadiana a Mertola et de se porter sur Seville, oiz 
sont Farsdnal, la fonderie, les magasins, et tout ce qui leur est ndcessaire 
pour le siege de Cadiz, qu’apres ce coup ils auraient dtd obligds de lever. 
II passa la Guadiana le 22 Juin, le jour mdme que Soult et Marmont 
m’ont reconnu a Campo Maior. Mais il n^a rien fait jusqu’au 30 au soir, 
quand il a essayd de s’emparer de Niebla, qui n’est rien comme place 
forte, et oil il n’y avait que 300 bommes de garnison; mais le coup a 
manqud. En mtoe temps les Fran^ais se sont retirtis d’ici. Ils ont 
envoydune division d’infanterie et quelque cavalerie en Andalousie; et 
je crois que Blake va s’embarquer pour retourner a Cadiz. 

On croirait que quand toute la force disponible de Fennemi est ras- 
semblee en Estremadure, on couperait la gorge aux Fran^ais dparpilles dans 
les autres parties de TEspagne ; et que tout le monde dtant ennemi des 
Fran^ais fcomme je le crois vraiment), il y aurait insurrection gendrale. 
Pas du tout! voila Pextraordinaire de cette guerre! Voici la troisieine 
fois, en moins de deux ans, que toute la force Fran^aise disponible s*est 
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rt^uBie siir moi ; mais personne n^y gagne except(i les guerrillas, qui pour 
UB moment prennent possession du pays ouvert de la Castille ; les adminis- 
trateurs Fran^ais tenant toujours les grandes villes. Cette fois-ci cependant 
ils ont (^ttj obligt^s d'abandonner quelques points importans, comme les 
Asturies et Astorga; et les guerrillas, ayant plus de force et d* experience, 
leur ont porttJ quelques coups qui doivent leur faire du maL 

Par ce petit expose des faits vous verrez quelle est I’espece de guerre 
que nous faisons. Ilfautde la patience, de la grande patience, pour la 
faire; mais j’attends tout du temps, qui donnera I’exptirience, des 
Gdntiraux, et des armees, a mes amis les Espagnols ; et il n’ est pas possible 
que F Europe puisse se soumettre bien plus long-temps a la tyrannie 
dt^godtante dont elle est opprimt^e. 

A moins que Soult et Marmont ne se S(^parent de mani^re que je puisse 
porter un coupA Fun ou a Fautre, je ne crois pas qu^il y ait a esperer 
que les Fran ^ais se porteront sur FEbre; et si Blake s’embarque, il n’y 
a pas de raison pour qu’ils se st^parent, k moins que Soult ne veuille 
tdcher de s’emparer de Cartbagene, a quoi il vise, ou veuille pousser 
vigoureusement le sit^ge de Cadiz. 

Je suis bien aise d’ avoir pu faire ce qui vous dtait agreable sur le sujet 
du Comte de St. Martin ; que j’ai mis au service Portugais, conservant tou- 
jours sa commission Anglaise. 

To the Rt. Hon. H, Wellesley. Quinta de S. JaSo, 5tli July, 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 26th June, and I now enclose 
my last dispatches to the Sec. of State. 

Castahos, in one of his letters to the Spanish government, says that the 
armies of the enemy have separated, and so I believed on the 2d ; hut I 
have since learned to a certainty that they are still united, but, being at a 
greater distance from us, tliey are more extended tban they were. We 
had a report that Ballesteros had entered Seville on the 28th ; but we hear 
this morning that there is a courier from Blake of the 2d, who does not 
mention the circumstance. 

Col, Austin had all the means prepared for Gen. Blake to cross the 
Guadiaiia, and his infantry crossed on the 23d, and his cavalry on the 
24th, at Mertola. Austin tells me that he believes the ships sent to the 
mouth of the Guadiana are to carry Blake off, which I think not unlikely. 
I don’t think the French have yet sent more than one division back into 
Andalusia, and not much cavalry. 

Now that Leval is returning, I hope that the correspondent will give 
better intelligence. The disposition of the Spaniards to exaggerate their 
little successes, and to diminish those of the enemy, and the reports of 
their numbers, is evident in the last papers which you have sent nae. 
Soult’s advanced guard destroyed near Los Santos,’ was a little affair 
between 30 of our hussars and 70 French dragoons, in which the former 
had the advantage and took some prisoners. 

I don’t think that the British government have set to vmrk in the 
business of the mediation in the manner in which they ought, in order 
to bring it to a successful termination; and it appears to me that it will 
never answer any purpose. 
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P.S. Will yoti mention to Gen. Graham, or, if he should he gone, to 
Gen, Disney, that I have requested Adm. Berkeley to send vessels to Cadiz 
for the 95th and the dismounted hussars. 

The Admiral has desired me to request that, as he sends a vessel periodi- 
cally to Cadiz, to bring the money which is procured there for the Com- 
missary General’s bills, you will be so kind as to send the money always 
in the ship sent by him, and retain the money till this ship shall arrive. I 
shall be obliged to you if you will give these directions to Mr. Duff. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 5th July, 1811. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday I find that there is no truth in the report 
that Blake had got into Seville. He made an attempt to obtain possession 
of Niebla on the night of the 30th, in which place the enemy had a gar- 
rison of 300 men, and he failed ; and I understand that he was about to 
embark at Huelva for Cadiz, and was going upon some other expedition, 
the object of which I don’t know j nor indeed does it appear that my 
brother, from whom ! have heard to the 26th June, had any knowledge 
that Blake was about to embark. I have not heard from Gen. Blake 
myself, but I have this intelligence from Castahos. There is an end, 
therefore, to any expectations from this expedition. 

It is reported that the French have retired from Benavente towards 
Valladolid. However, I have not this report from any of my people on 
whom I can rely. 

The XG. to Major Gen. R. Cratifurd. 5th July, 1811, 

The Commander of the Forces has been pleased to grant Major , of the 

— regt, 2 months’ leave of absence to England, which you will be pleased to 
notify to that officer, as the same will not appear in G» 0. 

The J.G. to Col. Darroel^ Lisbon. 6th July, 1811. 

Herewith I transmit you a letter and 24 Louis d'or, which you will be pleased 
to deliver to Capt. Begurne, 47th regt., prisoner of war, and transmit me his 
receipt. You will be pleased at the same time to make known to him that his 
portmanteaus could not he removed from the house of the curate at Lumbrales, 
and that the distance of the army now prevents my taking measures for their 
removal. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de S. JoSo, 6th July, 1811. 

I don’t recollect whether I sent you a copy of the enclosed letter to Mr. 
Stuart at the time I wrote it ; but I shall he very much obliged to you if 
you will attend to its contents, and refer to me all applications which may 
he made by officers or others for goods to he landed duty free. 

To Major Gen. Picton. Quinta de S. JoSo, 7th July, 1811. 

r omitted to mention to Pakenham that, in making arrangements for 
drafting the 2d hatt 88th regt. into the 1st, it would be expedient to leave 
in the 2d batt the boys, whose numbers I don’t recollect, who were left 
at Lisbon when the battalion marched, as being unfit, from weakness to 
take the field. ’ 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. Joiio, 7th July, 1811. 

I received last night a letter from xiiistin, enclosing one from Blake, 
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which shows that it is the intcBtion of that General to emhark his troops 
forthwith, having failed in ah attempt to obtain possession of Niebla^ and 
having heard of the return of some of Soult’s troops to Seville : he does 
not say how many; hut Austin says that he has heard of two columns of 
14,000 men. I have heard from this side of only one division and a few 
cavalry. The removal of cannon from Badajoz has continued; hut yester- 
day I received a report that troops and cannon were returning this day. It 
was rather loose, to he sure ; hut I had it from two different quarters. 

I conclude that you have desired Bacellar to have Almeida examined, 
to see whether any thing can he done to render it a post tenable against a 
coup de main^ The destruction of this place comes upon us in every 
way. 

I have no account from Salamanca, and therefore nothing that I can rely 
upon in respect to the enemy’s movements in Castille and Leon. The last 
report was that Bessi^res was retiring from Benavente upon Valladolid. 
If this he true, he has been obliged to reinforce that town and the northern 
parts of Castille, in consequence of the increased activity of the guerrillas 
in that quarter; hut, if he assembles his force upon Valladolid, he will 
soon get the better of the guerrillas, and we must eventually look to his 
threatening the frontier, either of Upper Beira or Tras os Montes ; and, 
although there may he militia in those provinces in sufficient numbers to 
defend them in the absence of the army, no reliance can he placed on 
their efforts ; nor indeed can they he counted as troops at all, till the regi- 
ments shall he embodied, each in its own district. 

Then comes the question of finance, upon which I must say, that, from 
all I hear, we are as badly off as ever ; for I understand that, notwithstand- 
ing what Mr. Stuart states of the increased receipts, the officers of the 
army have not been paid for 4 and 5 months. But supposing the money 
has been collected, and is in the Treasury, like other articles necessary for 
the army on the frontier, it has not legs, and cannot travel without means 
of transport, and arrangements made to apply them ; and, if it be true that 
the revenue has risen, the continuance of all the evils of poverty must be 
attributed to the inefficiency of the civil departments of the army. How- 
ever, we must watch very narrowly that force of Bessikes, and take care 
to call out the militia of Beira, and Tras os Montes, and theMinho, in time. 
In the mean time, some intelligent Staff officer should turn his mind to the 
means of collecting these regiments in the shortest possible space of time. 

I have sent to Mr. Stuart my opinion on the proposed regulations for 
the commissariat, and have stated generally the principles on which the 
establishment should be founded, and the objects of the regulations for its 
guidance. This being done, it will be easy to draw up the regulations, 
which ought to be few and simple, and applicable to general circumstances. 
It is very obvious that the various duties, at different times, of the several 
officers of the commissariat must be the subject of particular directions 
from the Commissary Gen., and cannot he that of general regulations, 
which can apply only to general circumstances. On this ground, I con- 
ceive that nearly the whole of the compilation which I read is useless, 
and, a great deal, much worse. 

I find that we are drawing like cart horses upon Elvas for provisions for 
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Hamilton’s division, fe However, I liave called for a return of the stores 
there, and I will take care that they shall not get too low. 

Let me understand what you wish in respect to the disposition of the 
Portuguese cavalry; what part of it is to belong to the garrison of Elvas, 
and what brigade to be stationed near Elvas, with the particular object of 
supporting the cavalry of the garrison, of keeping up the communication 
between Elvas and Campo Maior, and preventing the enemy’s cavalry at 
and near Badajoz from annoying the garrison and its communications. 

P.S. I have spoken to Fletcher to send to Almeida a British engineer, 
to report on the damages ; but you may as well send them a Portuguese. 

The AmG, to Major Gen, Hougtotm, 7 ih division, 'yth July, 1811. 

Your letter and enclosures, from Major Gen. Sontag and Lieut. Col. Eustace, 
have been laid before the Commander of the Forces, and I am directed to desire 
you will refer Col. Eustace to the conversation the Commander of the Forces had 
with him, and the verbal directions his Excellency gave him at Villar Formoso. 

The Commander of the Forces has suffered so much inconvenience from the 
continual desertion of the Chasseurs Britanniques, that he will not suffer another 
man of the corps to approach the army, neither is it convenient that the men now 
at Cadiz should he brought from thence. His Excellency therefore directs that 
the men now in Portugal may be formed into 10 companies, of which the (le* 
tachments now at Fort S. Julian may be considered as 2 integral companies, or 
as detachments from the 10 companies in Portugal. The men now at Cadiz may 
be formed into, and considered as the 11th and 12th companies of the regiment, 
with supernumeraries ; and the officers and non-commissioned officers of those 
companies must be sent to Cadiz to join them. The accounts of the men must 
be settled forthwith, and you will be pleased to order Col. Eustace to report to 
Gen. Sontag, once a week, what progress has been made in the settlement. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoSo, 8th July, 1811. 

I don’t hesitate a moment in answering your letter of the 6th, which I 
have just received. In arranging the departments of the Portuguese army, 

G. O. Quinta dos Baulios, 8th July, 1811. 

7. The Commander of the Forces refers the General officers of the army and the Com- 
manding officers of regiments to the orders of the llth June, 1809, No. 5, and to tliose 
of the 11th Aug. 1810, Nos. 1, 2, and 3, regarding ffie cutting and carrying away the 
forage. 

8. That which the country produces must be realised for the use of the army, but it must 
he done without waste and with regularity, and the owners of what is taken must be paid 
for their property. 

9. Although the customs of the service do not allow of servants or bit men from tlie 
ranks for the officers of the Medical Staff, yet the Commander of the Forces, adverting to 
former regulations in this country, and to the practice as well in the Mediterranean as in 
other parts where His Majesty’s forces are employed, directs that an allowance of one dollar 
a week shall be made for servants in the proportion, and to the officers of the Medical Staff 


stated underneath, viz. 

Inspector of Hospitals . . « 2 Surgeon . I 

Deputy Inspector of Hospitals . I Apothecary ...... 1 

Purveyor . . , ... 1 Deputy Purveyor . . . . I 

Physician . ^ . 1 


10. Those Hospital mates, for whom the Inspector of Hospitals shall certify that a servant 
is necessary to enable them to perform their duty, are likewise to have an allowance for one 
servant each. 

11. The allowance is to be drawn only by those officers who have actually in their service 
a native of the Peninsula for their servant. 

12. The officers of the Medical Staff, who, under this order, are permitted to draw an 
allowance for a servant, are likewise permitted to draw a ration of provisions for liim under 
the same conditions. 

13. The officers of the Medical Staff are referred to the G. O. of the 29(h Nov. 1809 , 
for the mode of making the demand for payment for their servants. 
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I must take care not to . engage to perform that which is impossible, and 
thus take upon me responsibility for what does not belong to me. I can’t 
engage to pay £600,000 or £700,000 a year in cash to the Portuguese 
government, besides feeding their army : they shall have from time to time 
as much money as I can give them. I can’t allow Mr. Kennedy to under- 
take either to supply the forts of Abrantes and Elvas, or to feed any more 
Portuguese troops than he feeds at present, unless those Portuguese troops 
should be infantry, and actually serving in a British division. 

I shall be much concerned if my unwillingness to pledge myself, or the 
British departments, to perform that for which I can have not only no 
certainty, but upon which I can have no grounds of calculation, should 
delay your arrangements; but I will not involve myself in concerns in 
which I have nothing to do ; and I know well, that if the Portuguese mi- 
nisters choose to work, and to make others work, the arrangement can he 
made without calling upon me for such a pledge. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke, Quinta de S. Joao, Sth July, 1811. 

I enclose a letter, &c., which I have received from Mr. Stuart ; and I 
request you to see the gentleman mentioned by him, and inquire who he is, 
whether he has any recommendation for me, or any other officer, and what 
his business is in Portugal. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Jc^o, 8th July, 1811* 

The system proposed for arranging the Portuguese departments just 
goes to throw' all the work, all the expense, and all the responsibility, 
upon the British commissariat and me; and to relieve the Portuguese 
government from it entirely. To this I object, and I cannot concur in 
any part of the arrangement proposed. 

I shall feed the troops we now feed, but no more, unless it should be 
Portuguese infantry serving in British divisions. I will have nothing to 
say to Elvas and Abrantes, or to any concern jointly with the Portuguese 
government ; and I will not, because I cannot, pledge myself that any 
particular sum shall he paid in each month to the Portuguese chest. I 
can only say, that the sum shall be as large as I can make it. 

'fke A.G. to Lieut Col. EUej/, A-A.G. , 8th July, 1811. 

In reference to your letter and enclosures from Major Pelly, of the 16th light 
dragoons, I am to acquaint you that the same have been referred to the Military 
Secretary as a matter of money, and his Lordship has received directions to order 
the Commissary Gen. to pay for the bullocks in question their full value, to be 
shared by the party who captured the same. 


The A.G, to Lieut. Col. Elhj, A.A.G. Sth July, 1811. 

I have laid before the Commander of the Forces Col. Arentschildt’s letter rela- 
tive to the officers of the 1st hussars, K. G. L., being permitted to take horses out 
of the remount as chargers, refunding government the usual allowance; and l am 
to acquaint you, for the information of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, that under the 
particular circumstances of the regiment, the Commander of the Forces will not 
object to the same. But it must be clearly understood that the officers of the 1st 
hussars are not to sell these horses out of the regiment at all, or to an officer of 
the regiment, without the permission of the Commanding officer. 
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Tht A.0. h Ckpt. Goodmant Dep. Judge Advocate, 8th July, 1811. 

I lierewitli enclose the cliai'ges ngamst quarter master ^ and Assist. Sur- 

geon — , which are approved and signed. Y ou will be pleased to summon Com- 
missary - , if his evidence is necessary on the former trial. 

Your letter is gone to Major Gordon ; and as I expect an answer from CoL 
Boss of the 52d to-morrow, with more information as to the ojSicer who com- 
manded at the outposts when the flag of truce came in with the French oflicer 
who mentioned Lieut. Burke’s desertion, I shall, perhaps, he able to send you 
more evidence. You will consider if Col. Pakenham’s attendance, with any me- 
morandum or information he has, as JD.A.G., is necessary. 

I am likewise to inform you that the Commander of the Forces is in possession 
of a circumstance in some degree in favor of the prisoner; and it is hut justice 
to Lieut. Burke to state this to him, in case he should be disposed to summon 
the Commander of the Forces, in which case you will enclose me the regular letter. 

I annex a list from Capt. Colleton, Royal StaiF corps, about private - — , by 
which he appears to have no strong evidence against him, and I think the case not 
worth the cognisance of a General Court Martial. 

To Major Gen. Dunlop, Quinta de S. JoSo, 9th July, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 6th. The affairs of the Peninsula 
have always been, and are still, in such a state of uncertainty, that it is 
impossible for me to give any opinion, whether it would be convenient, or 
otherwise, for the General officers of the army to go home; they must 
decide this matter for themselves ; and if they wish to go, fix the period 
at which they will apply for leave. I must inform you, however, that not 
only the public, hut the Commander in Chief, and government, were 
highly displeased that so many General officers were absent from the 
army during the last winter; and that it will be desirable to me, as well 
as to the General officers who may wish for leave in future, that I should 
consult the Commander in Chief before I allow of the departure of any 
one, excepting on account of ill health, 

1 am very much obliged to you for your kindness to Lord March. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoSo, 9th July, 1811. 

I enclose the state of the provisions in Elvas and La Lippe, the former 
on the 6th, and the latter on tiie 1st inst. : you will see that they draw 
very handsomely on Elvas. 

(t. O. Quinta dew Banhos, 9th July, 1811. 

3. Tbe Commander of the Forces requests that the General officers commanding divi- 
sions will have the troops under their command exercised occasionally in divisions as well 
as brigades. He refers them to the circular letter and memorandum addressed to General 
officers commanding divisions* flom the Adj. Gen.’s office at Cartaxo, 28th Feb- 1811. He 
retjuests, however, that unless it should be necessary, the troops should not be kept out in the 
sun after 8 o’clock in the morning. 

4. The celerity and accuracy of the officers and troops in manosuvring are however so 
essential in all operations, the Commander of the Forces particularly requests that no bat- 
talion in this army may at any time be dismissed from a parade without pertbrming some 
one or other of the manoeuvres prescribed by His Majesty’s regulations. 

6. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests the General officers commanding 
divisions to make arrangements tor the preservation of the reserves of biscuit in charge of 
the several regiments under their command respectively. When the army broke up from 
the Rio Maior in March last, it was found the soldiers had in general consumed the tliree 
days’ advance of biscuit which had been given them to keep. 

7. Whenever tbe troops shall halt, this advance ought to be kept in custody of the quarter 
master of the regiment or of the pay serjeaiits of companies, and it should not be issued to 
the soldiers till the day previous to the march. Thus, excepting immediately previous to a 
march, no soldier should receive more in any one day than one day’s provisions. 

* This circular letter and memorandum have not yet been found. 
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I cannot understand the difficulties said to exist in keeping the military 
chest supplied with the money said to be wanted for it in every month ; 
for instance, the sum required for the expense of the whole army is 
cruzados per annum^ or 2,500,000 of cruzados per mensem : 
the revenue, according to Mr. Stuart’s letter to me of the 10th June, is 
130 contos in a month, 1,825,000 cruzados. The supplies we already fur- 
nish your troops cost about £40,000 per mensem^ or 350,000 cruzados ; 
and I should suppose that the Portuguese government could well receive 
supplies in kind at Lisbon every month to a similar amount, which would 
be monthly 700,000 cruzados. There would remain to be provided for, 
monthly, 1,800,000 cruzados^ to which it appears that the revenue would 
be more than equal; but there are some other little items of accounts 
which would increase the payments by us, and of course decrease the pay- 
ments to the military chest ; one of them is the whole expense of the pay 
and food of the 20th regt. at Cadiz. 

After we should have thus given in provisions to the Portuguese troops, 
or in kind at Lisbon, to the value of £80,000 mensem^ or, in round 
numbers, £1,000,000 per there would remain £1,000,000 

sterling of the subsidy to be made good, of which sum Mr. Stuart thinks 
he can venture to promise to throw into the militaiy chest every month 
between £50,000 and £60,000, or 500,000 cruzados. Upon adverting to 
Mr. Stuart’s statement of the expenditure of the government, I find that 
it amounted to 113 exclusive of arsenals; and to about 160 coniosy 

OT 400 fiOO cruzados^ in the month, including arsenals, besides military 
expense : if, then, the government will put the whole of these receipts 
every month into the military chest, and take from us £1,000,000 in pro- 
visions and kind, and trust to what we can pay monthly of the subsidy for 
the expenses of the civil government, the military chest will be amply 
provided for ; and in the course of the year, doubtless, the money payments 
of that part of the subsidy to be received in money will not he much in 
arrear, nor of course the charges of the civil government. 

What I object to in the plan which came to me yesterday was, that, 
under pretence of forming a commissariat arrangement, it threw all the 
labor and all the responsibility upon the British army and British Com- 
missariat ; while, at the same time, we were to supply, that which is the 
most difficult, the greatest part of the subsidy in money; and the Po^• 
tugiiese government, who alone can get the money which is necessary to 
carry on their affairs, and who are most interested in carrying them on, 
were not to make every exertion in their power. I will make no exertion, 
and come into no arrangement which is not founded upon the positive 
stipulation that all the powers of the government are to be really and 
duly exerted, and all their means fairly applied to carry on the war: 
when that is done, they will find me ready to labor in the cause, and to 
make every sacrifice, and do every thing else to forward it. 

I see that some of the officers have not been paid even gratuity since 
January, others not since February; some of the troops have been paid 
only to the 31st May : if they had all this money, surely some might have 
been sent to pay the troops. 

VOL. .V. 



146 


PORTUGAL. 



'I%e AM, to fh Commmar^ General 9tli July, 1811. 

I Lave the honor to inform you that your letter and enclosures of yesterday’s 
date have heen laid before the Commander of the Forces ; and I am directed to 

acquaint you that his Excellency is happy Mr. has been put under an aiTest, 

as he had no authority nor no occasion to strike one of the inhabitants of Peniche. 
It is his Excellency’s pleasure that he remains in arrest till the Commander of the 
Forces can have the matter inquired into. You will be pleased to use your own 
discretion as to the expediency of having another Commissary sent to Peniche to 
do the duty there. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Quinta de S. JoSo, 1 1th July, 1811. 

I send with this my dispatch to government, which I beg you to show 
to Gens, Graham and Beresford. 

I enclose a statement showing the periods to which the officers and 
soidiej^ of the Portuguese army have been paid pay and gratuity. I am 

. Quinta dos Banhos, lOtli July, 1811. 

1. The Commanding officers at the several hospital stations are requested to pay parti- 
cular attention to the G. O. of the 24th June, 1809, regarding the march of detachments 
of convalescents, and regarding the delivery of copies of these orders to the officers com- 
manding detachments of convalescents on their march. 

2. The Commander of the Forces having received orders to draft the 2d batt. 88ffi legt. 
into the 1st batt., the following arrangement is to be made for that purpose. 

3. All the private men belonging to the 2d batt. 88th regt. in Portugal and Sjiain are to 
be drafted into the 1st batt, and are to be distributed into companies in the 1st batt*, with 
the exception of boys deemed at present unfit for service in the field. 

4. All men missing horn the 2d batt. are to continue on the strength of the 2d batt. 

6. The transfer is to be made as soon as convenient, and the officers commanding com- 
panies in the 2d batt. are to draw pay for their men up to the 24th inst., and are to account 
in the usual manner with the officers commanding companies in the 1st batt. to whose com- 
panies their men will be transferred under this order. 

6. When the transfer shall be completed, the officers, non-commissioned officers, and staff 
of the 2d batt. are to proceed to Lisbon preparatory to their embarkation for England, 

7. The Commander of the Forces begs the 2d batt, of the 88th regt. will accept his 
thanks for their services since they have been in the Peninsula ; he has had every reason to 
be satisfied with their good conduct since they have been under bis command, and he hopes 
soon to have them again in renewed strength. 

G. O. Quinta dos Banhos, nth July, 1811. 

L The Commander of the Forces being desirous of having a daily state of the army, 
each regiment will send in every morning to the Commanding officer of the brigade, a 
morning state, in the form of a weekly state, without the proof table, and accounting for the 
regiment or battalion in one line, 

2. The Brigade Major of each brigade will make up from the regimental morning states 
sent to him, a morning state of the brigade, accounting for the strength of the brigade in one 
line, to the Assist. Aclj. Gen. with the division, 

3. The Assist. Adj. Gens, of divisions are from the brigade states to send to the Adj. 
Gen. a daily state of the division to which each is attached, made up as follows : the Bri- 
tish troops in one line ; the Portuguese do, in another; the third line, total of the division. 

4. If there are troops of only one nation in the division, the Assist. Adj. Gens, will make 
up the morning state of the division, accounting for every body in one line. 

5. The Brigade Majors of Brig, Gen. Pack’s and Brig. Gen. Barbacena’s brigades, 
which are not attached to any division, are to send their brigade states direct to the Adj. 
Gen. 

6. The Assist. Adj. Gens, of divisions, and the Brigade Majors of Gen. Pack’s and Gen. 
Barbacena’s brigades, must send their states by mounted officers, from the divisions or bri- 
gades, so as to arrive at the Adj, Gen.’s office as soon as possible each day, the object being 
to give the Commander of the Forces a knowledge of the daily strength. In case of delay, 
the Assist. Adj. Gens, of divisions will be called on to account for the cause of it. 

7. On the back of each divisional state, the return of the Artillery in one line to he 
stated. 

8. It must he clearly understood, these daily states are in no degree to interfere with the 
other regular returns of the army, which are to be made up and sent in as usual. 
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concerned to observe that my representations upon this subject have bad 
as little effect in procuring for these unfortunate gentlemen what is due' to 
them as my representations to the government have upon other subjects. 

To the Earl of Liveri)OoL Quinta de S. JoSo, 11 th July, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's dispatch (No. 39) 
relative to the grant of a medal to Col. Sir R. Wilson. 

I have already had the honor of reporting to the Sec. of State my sense 
of the services rendered by Sir R. Wilson while under my command in 
the year 1809; and I see no reason why they should not be distinguished 
by the grant of the medal. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Quinta de S. Joao, 11th July, 1811. 

The enemy continued in the positions reported in my dispatch of the 
4th insL, till the Ith, when they moved a large body of cavalry, and about 
2 battalions of infantry, from Montijo, towards the Gevora; and from 
tbence upon Yillar del Rey, La Roca, and Alburquerque. The object of 
this movement was apparently to cut off our detachments employed in 
observing the enemy on that side, in which, however, they did not succeed ; 
Major Cocks having retired with all his detachments upon San Yicente, 
still keeping communications open with Arronches and Portalegre. The 
enemy’s troops retired from Alburquerque on the 8th, and Major Cocks 
again entered that town with his parties on the same day. 

The ‘ Aftnie de Portugal are again in the same positions on the right of 
the Guadiana which they occupied when I addressed your Lordship on the 
4th inst. It appears by a letter of the 1st inst,, from Marshal Marmont 
to the Prince de Neufcb^tel, that Soult has returned into Andalusia, 
leaving with Marshal Marmont the 5tb corps and the greater part of bis 
cavalry. Marmont appears to entertain the intention of posting his army 
on the Tagus at Almaraz, where he has a bridge, and maintain an inter- 
mediate post between bis army and Badajoz, probably Truxillo, where 1 
understand that the enemy are at work upon the ancient castle. 

Excepting from this intercepted letter, I have had no reason to believe 
that the enemy bad sent back so large a body of troops into Andalusia. 
But it is almost impracticable to procure intelligence of the enemy’s 
movements in this part of the country; notwithstanding that I believe 
the inhabitants are as well disposed towards the Spanish government as 
those of any other part of Spain. 

If the battalions of the 9th corps, belonging to the regiments in the 5th 
corps, have made good the losses sustained by the latter in the battle of 
Albuera, I should conceive, from the returns I have, that the 5th corps 
consists of 12,000 effective infantry; which, added to the army of Por- 
tugal, would leave under the command of Marmont from 36,000 to 40,000 
infantry, and between 5000 and 6000 cavalry, besides artillery. The 
allied army under my command consists of 42,000 effective infantry, and 
4000 cavalry, of which 3000 are British cavalry, and this strength will in 
a short time be considerably increased. 

Gen. Blake made an attempt to obtain possession of Niebla on the 
night of the 30tb June; in which place the enemy had a garrison of 
' . ' 
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about 300 infantr^^ I am sorry to say, that tbis attempt failed; and he 
remained before the place till the 2d inst, and then retired towards the 
Guadiana. On the 6th 2 divisions of infantry, and the cavalry of the 5th 
army, under the Conde de Penne Yillemur, were ci’ossing the Guadiana 
on a bridge constructed for them at San Lucar by Col. Austin. The 
artillery was embarked at Ayaraonte, and Gen. Ballesteros, with the 
advanced guard, remained upon the river Piedra; but I think it probable 
that Gen. Ballesteros would have been obliged to retire, as a division of 
the enemy’s troops which had moved from Seville had arrived at Almendro 
on the 6th, and had turned off from thence upon Cartaya. It appeared to 
be Gen. Blake’s intention to embark his troops for Cadiz ; but neither 
Gen. Castanos nor I have heard from him since he marched from Juru- 
menha, on the 18th June. 

In the north, Gen. Bessieres has returned again to Valladolid from 
Benavente ; and in the end of the month of June the enemy assembled at, 
and in the neighbourhood of, Valladolid, a considerable body of troops. 
Gen. Bonet, however, still remained in the neighbourhood of Leon and 
Benavente with the troops under his command ; and I have; received from 
Gen. Silveira a report of the defeat of the French in an attack made upon 
a Spanish detachment from the army in Galicia, in front of Astorga, on 
the 25th June, The guerrillas likewise continue their operations, and 
besides the alarm given to Valladolid on the 15th, reported in my last 
dispatch, Don Julian gave a similar alarm to Salamanca on the 29th June ; 
but a considerable party of guerrillas belonging to different chiefs, which 
had taken a convoy at Peharanda, were afterwards surprised there on the 
30th June, and dispersed; about 200 having been killed, wounded, and 
made prisoners. 

I wish that I could report to your Lordship that some more beneficial 
advantage had resulted from the collection of the enemy’s troops in Estre- 
madura to raise the siege of Badajoz, and better calculated to reconcile us 
to the disappointment upon that occasion. But! am apprehensive that, 
till the Spanish government shall reform their military system; till the 
officers shall be instructed and the troops disciplined; till regular resources 
shall be found, and faithfully applied to the support of their armies on an 
expedition ; and till the armies shall be equipped as they ought for the 
service required from them, the history of every attempt on our part to 
alter the nature of the war, on any general combined plan, will be the 
same as the last. 

The enemy will collect to oppose us a larger body of troops than the 
allied British and Portuguese army can bring into the field, and will oblige 
us to take the defensive; and they will experience no danger, or even 
inconvenience, from their weakness in all other parts of the Peninsula, in 
consequence of their collecting their whole force to oppose us, because 
the Spanish armies are neither disciplined nor provided or equipped in 
such a manner as that they can perform any operation, even of the most 
trifling nature, if there should be any opposition on the part of the enemyf 
The only chance, therefore, is to watch for opportunities of undertaking 
important operations of short duration, with the means at our own dis’* 
posal, till the Spanish armies shall be in a better state. 

* See Appendix, No. Vh 
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To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. Joao, 1 1th July, 181 1. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 22d 
June, in which your Lordship desires to have my opinion as to the restric- 
tions which it may he expedient to put upon the grant of medals to British 
officers, for distinguished merit displayed upon such occasions as the battles 
of Vimeiro, Coruna, Talavera, and Barrosa. 

My opinion has always been, that the grant of a medal to an individual 
officer ought to have been founded originally, partly on the importance 
of the occasion or action which it was intended to commemorate, and 
partly on the share which the individual officer had had in the action to be 
commemorated ; and that medals should have been granted for important 
actions only, and to those engaged in them in a conspicuous manner, 
whatever might be their rank in the service. It was decided, however, 
that medals should be granted on the same principle only, but following 
strictly the example of the grant of medals to the navy, notwithstanding 
that an action on shore is very different from an action at sea; and the 
merit of the different classes of individuals is likewise entirely different 
At the same time, this principle was departed from in some of the grants 
made. 

If the principle adopted in the grant of medals to the navy is adhered 
to in the grant of medals to officers of the army, and that medals are to 
be granted to General officers, and Lieutenant Colonels commanding 
regiments, on an occasion to be commemorated, because, on a similar 
occasion, they would be granted to Admirals and Captains of ships of 
the line, it is difficult to restrict the grant, or to make a selection of 
officers to whom they should be granted to commemorate the battles at 
Busaco and Fuentes de Ohoro, if government determine that these actions 
should be commemorated in that manner. If, however, that principle is 
departed from, it is not difficult to make out a list of the names of officers 
already reported to your Lordship, who were at the head of corps or 
detachments upon these occasions, and who had a conspicuous share in the 
event which it is the intention of the government to commemorate in 
this manner. It is not probable, however, that the adoption of this 
principle will decrease the number of those to whom the honor would be 
granted ; but, as I have already represented to your Lordship, I don’t 
think tins important : that which is important in the establishment of the 
principle on which the grant of this honor should be made, is, that every 
officer should feel that he shall receive the mark of distinction, if he 
should be in the place to distinguish himself, and should act in the manner 
to deserve’ to be distinguished, whatever may be his military rank* It 
may be contended for by me, that the officers of the British army don’t 
require an honor of this description to stimulate their exertions, and that 
the grant of the medal is therefore useless ; but, however, those who con- 
tend for this principle must admit that a selection of those who have had 
an opportunity of distinguishing themselves in an action is a less objec- 
tionable mode of granting it than the grant of it by classes, whether the 
individuals composing those classes have distinguished themselves or not. 

I have now the honor to enclose lists of the names of the officers who, 
on the principle of selection, ought, in my opinion, to receive medals for 
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the battles of Busaco and Fuentes de Onoro, if government think proper 
to distinguish these "battles by medals. In respect to the battle of Albuera, 
I was not there, and 1 am not able to give an opinion upon it. One 
brigade of the 4th division of infantry, however, was not in the action, 
nor Brig. Gen. Madden^'s brigade of cavalry. The brunt of the action 
was on the right; but some of the corps of infantry, I believe, and cer- 
tainly Gen. Otway’s brigade of cavalry, on the left, were not engaged. 
At all events, these troops were not engaged, as far as I understand, in a 
greater degree than the whole army were at Busaco, and every corps on 
the field at Fuentes de Onoro, 

I mention these circumstances only to point out to your Lordship, that, 
in every action on shore, however severe, there must be some to whose 
lot it does not fall to have an opportunity to distinguish themselves ; and 
that the principle of selection, without reference to ranks, ought to be 
adopted in every instance of the grant of medals to the army. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B, Quinta de S. JoEo, 12th July, 1811, 

You will have seen from Austin’s report of the 8th insi that it is pro- 
bable Blake is off (for we know nothing of him), and that the Algarve is 
left very much to itself. I don’t think it very probable that the enemy 
will make any serious attempt upon that province, but straggling parties 
might do a great deal of mischief; and I think you would do well to send 
into Algarve the Setuval and Alcacer militia, to be under Austin’s orders, 
and to prevent anything small from insulting him: we can easily get 
them hack by land, or by water, when we shall require them. 

I have at last got a statement of the regiments in the ^ Armie de Por* 
tugal^^ not their numbers : there are 6 divisions of infantry, and in 
each ’division 4 complete regiments, besides the LtJgion du Midi, Hano- 
verians, Prussians, and Irish. The regiments had, last campaign, 4 and 5 
battalions each, including those brought in by the 9th corps, which have 
now joined them, and I should think this cannot now have less than from 
1000 to 1200 men in each regiment: I am convinced, therefore, I am 
under the mark in supposing each division only 4000 infantry. They 
have one new regiment, the ISO"”*, of which I have no account. They 
have 1 1 regiments of the cavalry which was in Portugal, which had 44 
squadrons; and they have 3 regiments of 4 squadrons each, which passed 
the winter in Castille, and are in capital order : supposing the old cavalry to 
be reduced one half, or to 22 squadrons, they must have now 34 squadrons. 
There is another fresh brigade of cavalry belonging to this army still in 
Castille, for which I have got the letter which Marmont has written. 

The devil is in the French for numbers I ! I A deserter came in yesterday, 
and told me he heard Broissard say to another officer, that the two armies 
had 60,000 infantry, and nearly 10,000 cavalry ! I made them from 48,000 
to 50,000 infantry, without the garrison of Badajoz, and 7000 cavalry. 

Or. O. • Quinta dos July ^ 1811 , 

^ l.^The Commander of the Forces will see the 2d, 4th, and Gen. Hamilton s Portuguese 
division under arms, to-morrow morning, at half past 5 o'clock. He requests that they 
may be in contiguous close columns of brigades, the right in front, in the open ground, in 
the rear of the wood in which they are encamped, at half past 6 in the morning, in marcliiug 
order, and file close columns will face to the wood. 
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Our army continues very healthy, indeed more so since the nights have 
become warmer. 1 think you will do well to send us up your men as soon 
as they will he fit to join. 

To Col. Austin. Quinta de S. JoSo, 12tli July, 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 8th, I write to Marshal Beres- 
ford to request him to adopt measures to send you a force into Algarve at 
present. In the mean time, I request you to take measures to force the 
boats on the Guadiana to keep on the right of the river as much as possible. 
I don’t think it probable that the enemy will venture to make any serious 
attempt upon Algarve, particularly if you keep the boats out of their way ; 
but it is as well that you should have some force. 

The A, G. to Capt. Goodman^ Dep, Judge Advocate^ 12th July, 1811. 

I herewith annex the General Court Martial held on 3 privates of the — 
regt., for committing a robbery at Elvas; and I am directed by the Commander, 
of the Forces to desire you will order the Provost Marshal to have them put in 
irons and strictly guarded : you will also proceed to their place of confinement, 
and read to them their sentence, awarded by the General Court Martial, and con- 
firmed by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces. You will then state to 
them that it is liis Excellency’s intention to have the same earned into effect, unless 
they should reveal where the stolen property now is, and what became of it. It 
is not perhaps possible to get back the money ; but the Commander of the Forces 
is desirous that the people should recover their gold ornaments, diamonds, silk, 
&:c., and other property. If the prisoners, conscious of the precipice on which 
they stand, and desirous of making the best atonement now in their power for 
their heinous offence, should communicate to you such particulars as might tend 
to recovering the stolen articles, I am directed to acquaint you that his Excellency 
would in such case extend his gracious pardon to the culprits ; but unless this 
discovery is made, it is his fixed intention to have the sentence of the Court Martial 
put into execution. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart, Quinta de S. JoSo, 13th July, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 10th to Lord FitzRoy Somerset; and 
I am very sorry that Capt. has been guilty of a very great irregu- 

larity, in taking upon himself to do himself justice at Espinhal on the 
1 1th May last, for which I must bring him to trial. I beg, therefore, 

tliat Capt. may be put in arrest at large, and inform him that he will 

receive the copy of the charge on which he will be tried in due course. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Quinta de S. JoHo, 13th July, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 10th. 

You will have seen from my letter to the Sec. of State, which I re- 
quested Mr. Stuart to communicate to you, that affairs are in such a state 
that there can be no reason why you should put yourself to any incon- 
venience to come to the army sooner than you would otherv^ise. 

Nothing has occurred since I wrote to the Sec, of State, excepting that 
Gen. Blake has embarked, leaving Gen. Ballesteros, with his division, and 
the cavalry of the 5th army, under the Conde de Penne Villemur, in the 
Condado de Niebla. 

P.S. I have just received a letter of the 10th from Campo Maior, from 
which I find that the Spaniards have not sailed yet, and some of Loy’s 
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cavalry have not embarked, but the French have retired from Casfillejos 
and Gibraleon, 

Mernomndum for Don F. X. Castafioa. Quinta de S. JoSo, 13tli July, T8IL 

The Captain General Castanos informed me yesterday, that Gen. Balles- 
teros had remained with a division of infantry, and the cavalry under the 
Conde de Penne Villemur, in the Condado de Niebla; and that he (the 
Capt, General) intended to recommend to Gen. Ballesteros to retire across 
the Guadiana, into the kingdom of Algarve, in case he should be so pressed 
by the enemy as to render his retreat from the Condado de Niebla expedient. 
In consequence of this information, I recommend that Gen. Ballesteros 
may be requested to communicate confidentially with Col. Austin, who 
commands in Algarve, on all matters relating to his operations, in order 
that Col. Austin maybe prepared to assist Gen. Ballesteros with the means 
of crossing the Guadiana with expedition, in case that measure should be 
expedient. It is also desirable, in order that Col. Austin may be able to 
adopt me’asures to have the troops under Gen. Ballesteros supplied with 
provisions during the time which it may be necessary that they should 
remain within the kingdom of Algarve. I propose to send Col. Austin a 
copy of this memorandum, in order that he may be prepared to attend to 
Gen. Ballesteros’ want of assistance to pass the Guadiana, and to his wants 
in provisions while he may be in Algarve. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoS-o, 13th July, 1811. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 10th; and I am much concerned 
that I cannot take upon me to answer for your having the supplies of 
money wanted to make up the sum which you require to have in the 
chest every month. If you find that this failure, on the part of Great 
Britain, to be able positively to assure a certain sum every month, will 
prevent the accomplishment of the arrangement which you think necessary, 
you ought to report your opinions officially to the British government ; 
and T shall be very glad if they will make any arrangements by which I 
can be relieved from all concern in the money transactions of Great Bri- 
tain with the Portuguese government. I also think that if you are of 
opinion that the reserves of provisions cannot be supplied for the forts by 
the Portuguese government, you should state officially that opinion, and 
then our government will know upon what they are to reckon. I should 
think, however, that Elvas being entirely supplied, you would be inclined 
to alter that opinion, unless indeed you should think that the Portuguese 
government will not be able to supply the current consumption of the 
garrisons, and that they will immediately begin to consume the reserves. 

I acknowledge that the suspicion thsit this would he the case, and the 
discussions in which that question would involve the departments of this 
army, are the reasons why I positively refuse to have any thing to say to 
the garrisons. 

If the government act according to their own regulations, and will really 
put them in force, and really punish those who disobey them, there can be 
no difficulties about means of transport ; but I don’t see how these diffi- 
culties would be removed by our Commissaries supplying the reserves of 
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the garrisons, and the Portuguese Commissaries the current consumption, 
I have done a great deal in the way of supplying the consumption of the 
Portuguese army, and probably have undertaken far more than I shall be 
able to accomplish in all situations ; but this is very certain, that I cannot 
venture to undertake to do more. 

Gen. Castanos has promised to garrison and refit Alburquerque, which 
is a great object in these times. He is going to send Don Carlos de 
Espaha to Castille ; and I am thinking of fitting up a little depdt of ammu- 
nition, &c., for him, in Monsanto, in which he will put 200 or 300 men, 
if the Portuguese government will have no objection to his holding that 
place. I shall be much obliged to you if you will inquire. He is also 
- desirous of having a similar depot north of the Douro. 1 know of no 
place in Portugal which would answer his purpose ; but, as well as I can 
recollect, Monterey would. Do you recollect any thing of Monterey ? 

P.S, Gen. Picton tells me that the outwork at Campo Maior is finished, 
and ready for the palisades. 

The artillery are much in want of mules, to which I hope you have 
adverted in your communication with government ; so much so, that 1 
think it might be advisable to send away the 6 pounder brigade in 
Hamilton’s division, and to have only 9 pounders, and to employ all the 
mules in equipping them as they ought to be. Your brigades of infantry 
are likewise miserably deficient in provision mules. 

I saw the 2d and 4th, and Hanrilton’s division, this morning. The 
13th is a very fine regiment, in very tolerable order. I am sorry to say 
that Ashworth’s brigade have fallen off in their marching ; all the rest 
capital. These Albuera divisions were very strong again. 

I have desired Mr. Kennedy to give the chest 50,000 dollars in coin. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoSiO, 13th July, 1811, 7 p.m. 

I have just received your 2 letters of the 11th. 

I have not yet seen the complaints of the officers of our commissariat 
at Coimbra, hut when I see them I shall write upon them. Our Commis- 
saries are not allowed to give protection to individuals of any description, 
hut they must have assistance from the country; and it will not answer 
the purpose of the Portuguese government to prevent them from having 
it. All persons employed by us belonging to Spain are protected from 
the requisition. I suppose the Portuguese government will not refuse 
to give the same countenance to the British army that is given by the 
Spaniards. 

I don’t exactly understand the letter of the government on the fortifi- 
cation of Elvas. In answer to the last paragraph, however, I must express 
a wish that Mr. Stuart should send it home. I do every thing in my 
power to forward the cause; and I wish that the Portuguese government 
should try whether their affairs could not he improved by a change of 
hands. Nothing could be more satisfactory to me than such a change;^^^ ^^^^^^^^^ 

I shall attend to your wishes in the distribution of the cavalry. You 
did not send me the report on Almeida. 

I sent Mr. Stuart a statement of the period to which the officers of the 
army are paid. Mr. Kennedy can easily, and I shall desire him to-morrow 
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to send an climate of his disbursements for the Portuguese government, 
which it is probable thej will not much amend ; and he can send a 
monthly account, and a quarterly account ; because in the former he 
cannot include the disbursements at Cadiz* You can likewise send your 
demand upon England, which ought to have been sent by the government 
as long ago as March ; but I cannot say that the balance will be paid in 
money, or at what periods it will he paid ; and upon that point I sincerely 
wish that you should come to an explanation with the British government, 
and not with me* 

I have not now money to answer the demands of the British army ; and 
it is rather too much that the Portuguese should insist that I should fb 
the sums which they are to receive every month, out of the sums at my 
disposal, already not sufficient for the British army ; to which add, that 
occasional assistance is wanted for the Spaniards, and that there is no man, 
however anxious for the prosperity of Portuguese concerns, who will not 
admit that this assistance should be given. However, I have no desire 
that matters should continue as they are. Let government provide only 
decently for the British army, and I shall be satisfied ; or let them take 
the whole concern out of my hands, and I shall be happy to resign it 
Just to show you how we stand in respect to money, I mention that we have 
not even a shilling in the chest to pay the demands of the officers of the 2d 
batt. of your regiment, upon the 1st being drafted by orders from England. 

To Col. Austin. Quinta de S. Joilo, 13th July, 1811. 

I send you the copy of a memorandum which I have sent to Gen. Cas- 
tanos, which will explain itself. You will act as therein stated, if so 
required by Gen. Ballesteros; and I beg you to let me have an account 
of any expense you may incur on account of provisions or boats for Gen. 
Ballesteros’ division of troops. 

You might as well have prepared a magazine, with 6000 or 8000 
rations, for Gen, Ballesteros, in case he should cross the Guadiana upon 
y ou suddenly ; but it may be as well not to let him know of it, otherwise 
you would not keep it long. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke, Lisbon. Quinta de S. JoHo, 13tb July, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 11th, and its enclosures; from the 

tenor of which last I suspect Mr. to have been in the French service, 

and probably to be a spy. The phraseology of his letter to you is evi- 
dently that of a person who has been in the service of the French : and i 
beg you to communicate with Mr. Stuart in order to have him released 
from confinement in gaol, and send him to head quarters under charge of 
an assistant provost and a guard; but let his reasonable convenience be 
provided for. 

I beg you also to send me any letters or papers, or the memorandums 
of any interrogatories to him, which can throw light upon his conduct or 
intentions. 


To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Joao, 13th July, ISll. 

I enclose certain papers which I have received on the subject of the 
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misconduct of certain officers at Espinhal, on the llthMay last, adverted 
to in a letter from you of the 10th June; and I have to inform you that 

I have ordered Capt. in arrest for his conduct, and I shall keep him 

in arrest during one month, in hopes that the government will, in the 
course of that time, adopt measures to enforce the attendance of the evi- 
dences against Capt. — — . If they should not do so, I shall he under the 
necessity of relieving Capt. from Ms arrest 

I mention this, because I observe that, as usual, there is great readiness 
to complain of the injury done in this ease, but no desire to prosecute ; as 

it is obvious that the complainant not pnly knew the name of Capt 

and the regiment to which he belonged, but that he did not belong to the 
hussars. The consequence of his concealing the name of Capt — is 
that much time has elapsed, and I have been obliged to look through all 
the march routes given to troops in tl^e month of May, before I could 
discover who was complained of. 

I shall likewise observe on this case, that although Capt - — — will he 
brought to trial for having taken upon himself to do himself justice, I am 
not astonished when an officer of the British army is guilty of this con- 
duct They scarcely ever enter a village in which they or their men are 
not robbed, and they can get no redress on the spot; and, as for punish- 
ment for any crime committed, I repeat that, since I have been in Portu- 
gal,! have not known any man punished, excepting those suspected of 
being French partisans. But whatever may he the conduct of the Por- 
tuguese government, I shall not allow the British army to commit irre- 
gularities with impunity, and Capt. — — shall certainly he tried, if, within 
a month, any evidence should he produced against him. It is useless to 
inquire whether any steps have been taken against the criminal confined 
for the robbery. 

I beg you to return the enclosed papers as soon as may he possible. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Quinta de S. JoSo, 13th July, 1811 . 

I enclose my last dispatch to the Sec. of State. 

I have got a statement of the regiments in the ‘ Armee de Pcyrtugal^ 
which amount to 24, and 4 or 6 battalions of foreign troops and 14 regts. 
of cavalry. I have an officer who counted 25,000 infantry, coming through 
Banos, and there were some that passed through Lagunilla. They must 
be between 24,000 and 30,000 infantry, and the cavalry between 3000 and 
4000 at least. They have one regiment that was not in Portugal ; and 
when one considers what that army was last year, and the reinforcements 
it received, allowance is made for very handsome losses, in supposing them 
reduced to the numbers above stated. I think these numbers agree toler- 
ably well with what I saw of the army at Puentes, allowing for the 
detachment to Andalusia of 19 battalions of the 9th corps. It is said in 
the French army that they have, between the 2 armies lately brought 
into Estremadura, 60,000 infantry and 10,000 cavalry. I believe the 
latter exaggerated by about 3000 men, although they had at Badajoz 21 
regiments of cavalry, hut the former hut very little, and not at all if the 
garrison of Badajoz is included. 

We are increasing in strength. I have received at Lisbon 2000 or 
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3000 men from England, Our wounded, &c., are coming about, and wc 
shall soon have not much less than 60,000 effective men, Portuguese and 
English.',"'": " ' 

m 13th July, 1811. 

I have received your two explanatory letters, and the states of the cavalry, 
which I must beg leave to return, observing that the G. O. of the army must be 
complied with, and that it is entirely useless to send me an incomplete or incorrect 
state, as you are too well acquainted with the duties of this department, in an army 
of near 60,000 men, not to be satisfied that I can only look to the A. A. G. of 
each division for a rigid compliance with the G. O. 

The first day of an order there is much excuse for any tardiness in complying 
with it; but it is absolutely necessary that the D. A. A. G. of the 2d division of 
cavalry, and the Brigade Majors of cavalry, should know that if they do not per- 
form the duties ordered, his Excellency will not retain them in their Staff situa- 
tions. As the morning state of the 5th dmsion was received in due time from 
Portalegre, it certainly is somewhat singular that the morning state ordered on the 
Uth by the G. 0, from the cavalry, who have such rapid means of commimica- 
tion, should not he received up to tlie present moment, viz., 12 o’clock on the 13th. 

1 am aware of your zeal in executing your duties, and I beg you will not con- 
sider this letter as a reproof in any maimer, but only to point out the total useless- 
ness of sending me incomplete returns ; and inasmuch as the Commander of the 
Forces will not accept an incomplete return from me, so am I unable to receive 
one from any division that the A. A, G. is not satisfied is correci. I must return 
my daily state without the cavalry to his Excellency, remarking I have no com- 
plete state from them, and I should recommend you to adopt such measures as will 
prevent a recurrence of omissions on tlie part of any of the regiments. I require 
from you now the morning state of the 12th complete, agreeably to the G, O. of 
the nth, and the morning state of the 13th. 

The returns of the cavalry must be detailed as follows in 4 lines : 

1st division, British * . . 

2d division, do. 

Portuguese , « 

Total 

The J,G, to Major Gen, Dunlop, 13th July, 1811. 

I have laid your letter relative to the difficulty of exercising the 5th division at 
Portalegre, according to the G. O., from the want of convenient ground, &c,, before 
the Commander of the Forces ; and I am directed to acquaint you, that although 
it cannot he conveniently exercised in this hot season from the distance the troops 
would have to march, still his Excellency desires the division may be marched at 
least twice a week, at a very early hour in the morning, so that the troops should 
not be kept out in the sun after 8 o’clock. 

The AM* to Dr. Franck^ Inspector of hospitals. 13th July, 1811. 

I have not failed to lay your letter and enclosures from the Purveyor of hospi- 
tals, relative to the expense of the interment of soldiers at Lisbon, before tlie 
Commander of tbe Forces, and bis Excellency considers the charge therein speci- 
fied of reasonable; and the Purveyor is hereby authorised to charge the 

same against the Captain of the company of the regiment to which the soldier 
dying belongs, and the same is forthwith to be made good. 



To Lieut. Gen. Graham, Quinta de S. Joao, 14th July, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 12th. The horses to which you 
refer have been sent here by the government at my request, in order to 
supply the wants of the officers of the cavalry, who ought to have each an 
English horse ; hut they had not been able to purchase any in the coiiu- 
try, and I requested the Sec. of State to send them out. 
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I conceive that it is equally necessary that a General officer in your 
situation, coming from a place in which you could not get the horses you 
require, should be provided by some public arrangement ; and therefore 
I beg you to take such number of those horses as you may think proper. 
I don’t exactly recollect whether the price is £50 or £60 each, or whe- 
ther Sir S. Cotton settled that they should be paid for according to a 
valuation of each, the whole amount covering the expense of their pur- 
chase incurred by government; and I shall not delay this answer to your 
letter till 1 shall have had time to inquire. Let me know the number 
you will take, in order that I may write to England to have them replaced 
for the service of the officers of the cavalry. 

There is nothing new this day, excepting a report from Caceres that 
Marmont has commenced his movement, which, however, has not yet 
been confirmed by any thing from our outposts. 

P.S. I enclose an order to the officer commanding the cavalry dep6t, 
to deliver to you as many of the horses purchased for the officers of the 
cavalry as you may require. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Quinta de S. JoHo, I4th July, 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 8th, after I had sent off the 
dispatch of yesterday. 

I never entertained such an opinion as that attributed to me by Don 
E. de Bardaxi, viz., that, if the mediation of Great Britain between Spain 
and her colonies should fail, we ought to go hand in hand with the 
Spanish government in carrying on hostilities against the colonies. My 
opinion has invariably been, that, in all the concerns of Spain, Great 
Britain ought to take the liberal line of policy, and to lay aside, at least 
during the existing war, all considerations of mercantile profit; and it 
appeared to me that, in this question of the colonies particularly, this 
line would suit equally with the military policy and the mercantile in- 
terests of Great Britain, and add greatly to the general estimation of our 
character. 

I am, and have always been, of opinion, that the notions of our mer- 
chants of the vast profits to he made by an immediate direct intercourse 
with the Spanish colonies were erroneous. That profit was to be made 
by this intercourse there is no doubt, and that eventually the extent and 
value of the commercial intercourse with the colonies will he very great 
I am certain; but this value must be the effect of time, of the increase 
of riches, and of the growth of luxury in the colonies, and the period of 
its arrival at its highest state is likely to he checked by the extravagant 
speculations of our merchants. I think that, whatever may be the final 
relative situation between Spain and her colonies. Great Britain must be 
the gainer. The result must be the relaxation, if not annihilation, of the 
colpnial commercial system, and a direct allowed intercourse between the 
colonies and all other countries, in which Great Britein must be a par- 
taker and the greatest gainer. In expectation of this ultimate gain, the 
policy of Great Britain ought to have been liberal throughout, as I hope 
it will turn out upon examination to have been. The wild speculations 
of the colonies ought to have been checked ; the authority of the mother 
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country ought to have been countenanced; and the endeavors of our 
traders and captains of ships to separate the colonies from Spain ought to 
have been suppressed. 

On these principles I approved highly of Lord Liverpool’s letter to the 
Governor of Cura^oa, which circumstance may probably have given Don 
E, de Bardaxi a notion that ! thought we ought to go all lengths with 
Spain in subduing the spirit of independence in the colonies; but I con- 
ceive these principles are by no means inconsistent with the conduct of 
the British government since Lord Liverpool’s letter was written, at least 
as far as I have any knowledge of it ; and what has occurred since does 
not appear to me to be inconsistent with that letter. 

When the colonies, at least some of them, had manifested an inclination 
to separate from the mother country, it was necessary for the British 
government to consider, not only what Spain could do, hut what Great 
Britain could assist Spain in effecting. Knowing what I do of the Spanish 
government and its means and resources, and the employment for them, 
I am certain that they have not the power to reduce to obedience even 
one of the weakest of the colonies which is disposed to separate. I am 
equally certain that to make the attempt would be the grossest folly and 
misapplication of means; and I will go further, and declare that I believe 
that Great Britain could not, in justice to the greater object in the 
Peninsula, give Spain any assistance from which any good effect can he 
expected. 

I am afraid that it is but too true, that if distant colonies choose to 
separate from the mother country they will effect their object; and at 
all events it would have been the height of madness, in these times, for 
Spain to have endeavored, by force, to prevent such a separation, or for 
Great Britain to have encouraged and aided in such an attempt. The 
conduct which Great Britain ought to have followed was to endeavor, by 
influence and advice, to prevent matters from coming to extremities, if 
possible ; and at all events not to direct her force to an object which was 
quite unattainable. 

Nothing can be so absurd as to suppose that Spain, with two frigates, 
could prevent the separation of the Caraccas, or that the reception in 
London of the deputies from that colony prevented that great effort from 
haying its effect. If the deputies had not been received in London, they 
would have gone by the first packet to France ; and the truth, however 
disagreeable, which I have above stated, would have been discovered. 

At last Great Britain has offered her mediation in the dispute, which 
I wish had been asked for ; and it remains to be considered on what terms 
the offer ought to be accepted. I have already pointed out that Great 
Britain is a fair mediator, as our interests, well understood, as 1 believe 
they are, are not inconsistent either with the well understood interests 
of Spain, or of the colonies, in their existing situation ; and it would 
have been better if the mediation had been accepted in the spirit in which 
it was offered, and that the Spanish government had come forward with a 
full but confidential declaration of their intentions respecting the colonies 
in future, both on the subject of constitution and of commerce. Great 
Britain would then have had something to mediate upon and to arrange 
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between tbe two parties ; but under present circumstances there is nothing 
for her to do, excepting to procure the submission of the Caraccas and 
Buenos Ayres; and, if Great Britain does not succeed in these imprac- 
ticable objects, she is to aid Spain in forcing their submission! And I am 
supposed to approve of this condition, and to think that Great Britain 
ought to join in this war between mother country and colonies! One 
would really believe that Don E. de Bardaxi had never adverted to the 
means and resources of his own country, and to the objects which they 
have to acquire at home, or to the efforts making here by Great Britain, 
and that he thought I had considered of these subjects as little as he 
appears to have done I 

Great Britain cannot agree to this condition. In respect to a constitu- 
tion the Spanish government has gone a great length ; but I doubt that 
they have gone so far as the colonies, some of them at least, will require, 
I think they will ask to have separate local representative bodies for the 
management of their interior concerns, of the same description with our 
colonial assemblies, leaving in the Cortes more or less authority in im- 
perial and general questions, and having in the Cortes a representative 
or not, according to the nature of the authority remaining with the 
Cortes, and the mode in which it will be exerted. But this question, 
however important, does not appear to have been considered. 

In respect to commerce, the Spanish government have said nothing. 
There is nothing more certain, however, than that the commercial inter- 
course between Spain and her colonies cannot continue to exist as it has 
hitherto. The consequence of what has already been done, and of what 
is offered in this proposed treaty of mediation, must be to place the 
colonies, in respect to trade, on the same footing with the mother 
country, and to allow the colonies to trade, as it may suit their interests, 
with all parts of the world, in the same manner as any province of Old 
Spain. If this consequence does not follow what has been done, it is 
useless to talk to tbe colonies of equal rights, and interests equally well 
attended to. It will be obvious to tbe inhabitants of tbe colonies, and they 
will feel, that their interests are sacrificed for the supposed interests of 
the mother country, on the old system of colonial policy. 

I admit, however, that the mother country will lose immediately (though 
probably not eventually) very largely in revenue, and its inhabitants in 
commercial profits, by these commercial concessions to the colonies ; and 
although probably these losses are the unavoidable effects of the circum- 
stances of the times, the mother country has a fair claim to participate 
in the advantages which the colonies will enjoy, particularly in the existing 
moment of her distress. This is an object to which the treaty of media- 
tion should have adverted. The Spanish government should have made 
known to Great Britain, confidentially, on what system it was proposed 
that the commerce of the colonies should be carried on hereafter; what 
duties should be levied on the imports of goods of foreign countries into 
the colonies ; and what proportion of those duties should be paid to the 
mother country for general imperial purposes ; and what to remain in the 
colony for local objects. 

With a system thus formed, Great Britain might have gone to work 
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with some prospect of success in making an arrangement which would 
have permanently united the colonies to the mother country, by providing 
for their mutual interests on just and fair principles ; and which at all 
events, by putting an end to the existing disputes, would have removed 
the uneasiness which they occasion, and would have increased the means 
and resources of Spain to carry on the war against the common and only 
enemy. And you will observe that in the establishment of this system 
Great Britain would have done, in every point, that which suits her own 
interest. 

But I am apprehensive that the Spanish government have not taken an 
enlarged view, either of their own situation or that of the colonies, or 
of the two relatively with each otlier; and till they do so matters will 
only grow worse and worse daily, and it is useless for us to interfere in 
them ; and after a long contest, which will only tend to the weakness of 
the mother country, and will deprive her of all the resources which she 
could otherwise derive from the colonies in her war with France, the 
business will end in the separation of the colonies from Spain. 

You are now in possession of my opinion upon this whole subject ; and 
you may inform Don E. de Bardaxi that there is nothing so far from 
my thoughts as that it is possible for Spain to prevent the separation of 
any one colony that chooses to separate, and that nothing could he so 
absurd or so injurious to Spain herself, as for Great Britain to divert any 
of her military resources from the war in the Peninsula to the imprac- 
ticable object of reducing to obedience even the smallest and least powerful 
of the colonies of Spain disposed to separate. 

There is nothing new, excepting a report that Marmont is in motion to 
take up his proposed position on the Tagus. 

Th£ J.G. to Lieut, CoL Elley^ A,A,G, 1 4th July, 1811. 

I am favored with your letter by and enclosure. I was under the 

necessity of reporting officially to the Commander of the Forces, that up to this 
period, 12 o’clock, 14th July, I have received no general daily state from the 
cavalry agreeably to the orders of the 11th inst. His Excellency has ordered me 
to place you under an arrest,* but upon my strong representation to Mm of my 
conviction you have done your utmost, he is of opinion you are bound to find out 

the officer who has failed in his duty towards you, and whether it be - — — ’s 

neglect, or the D.A.A.G. of the 2d division, the officer who has been remiss in his 
duty is forthwith to be placed under an arrest. You will satisfy yourself of the proof 
of the officer’s neglect, and the Commander of the Forces will take measures accord- 
ingly. No return can yet he made out on account of the cavalrjr, and I am par- 
ticularly desired to call your attention to its being the only part of the army from 
which correct daily reports have not been made np, even up to this day inclusive ; 
and his Excellency thinks nothing but extreme mismanagement and ifeglect could 
occasion this circumstance. 

I return the enclosures, not being conformable to the G. 0. ; and I shall wait 
with anxiety for the states of the 13th and 14th, agreeably to the instructions you 
have received. 

With respect to Brig. Gen. Madden’s incorrect state, the Lieut. General com- 
manding the cavalry can give Brig. Gen. Madden such orders as he thinks proper 
on the subject; and I only refrain from stating his Excellency’s opinion, as 1 think 
it comes more properly through the General officer under whose immediate com- 
mand he is. But if your cavalry returns from any part of the cavalry command 
are incorrect, I presume the Lieut. General will notify the same strongly in his 
divisional orders. ^ 
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To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Joao, I5th July, 1811. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you would look at the last para- 
graph of Dom M. Forjaz’s last letter, on the subject of the repairs of the 
forts, in which he refers to the payments of the subsidy. 

As I believe that the Portuguese government have received, up to the 
present day, more than the old and new subsidy, and that we have been at 
all times in advance to them, those assertions respecting arrears of subsidy 
ought not in my opinion to go unanswered. At all events, as far as I have 
any knowledge, they have no right to make any official reference to the 
new subsidy, as they have not been officially apprised of it. 

The A,G. to the A, A, Gs, of dmsions, I5th July, 1811. 

riiave particularly to call your attention to the daily states of the division to 
which you are attached. The inaccuracy or incorrectness of any state com- 
pletely prevents the return of the army being made \ip for the Comman der of th e 
Forces, as, when the divisional states arrive at this office, it is too late to send them 
back for correction, consequently a single error prevents the execution of his Ex- 
cellency’s orders to me. You will be pleased to impress strongly on the minds of 
the Brigade Majors the exactness with which they should examine every regi- 
mental return with the preceding returns in possession. An increase or decrease 
must most accurately be accounted for in the alterations, as well as all promotions 
and transfers, and all these bearing on the general effective number, and the 
general total must be duly attended to. In like manner I have to beg you will most 
scrupulously and minutely examine the brigade states previous to your making up 
your divisional state, and satisfy your own mind that no error exists of the most 
minute kind prior to your dispatching the divisional return to my office. 

The above instructions become absolutely necessary from the great inaccuracies 
that exist in the states transmitted, on the 13th and 14th, by the cavalry, 3d division, 
and Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade of Portuguese, and some others of more trifling 
moment. I should hope by a due attention in future correctness may be obtained. 

The A.G. to Major Melliidi, A, A, G. 16th July, 1811. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday evening, I conceive the 2 serjeants (altlioiigli 
they are Staff serjeants) should be of course returned in the column of serjeants, 
and" consequently accounted for as joined. I am not clear whether the drummers 
in the return are yet right, but I shall know when your return of this day arrives. 
With regard to the suggestion of allowing the states to be made up at night and 
forwarded early the next morning, I have to acquaint you that this already 
occurred to me, and where divisions are situated at the distance of the 5th division 
at Portalegre, it has been directed ; but where the camp of any division is so near 
head quarters as the Light division and the rest of the army, and where the object 
of the Commander of the Forces is to have the state of the army made up to the 
very latest moment he can, there seems no reason whatever why your divisional 
states of the morning cannot arrive here at 12, 1, or even 2 o’clock in the day (if 
from being at field exercise they are prevented being sent sooner). My object is 
to have them in the course of the day, so that in the evening I can send his^ Ex- 
cellency the general state ; and if you require time in making your divisional 
return, there is also time wanted for the general state. If the states of the pre- 
ceding day were only to he received, the Commander of the Forces, instead of 
having an account of the army as far as possible on the day, would merely have 
it for the foregoing one ; and although there might be little alteration, still, as his 
Excellency’s orders are positive on the subject, and as it has been complied with 
by all the divisions hitherto (though not with the accuracy it will ultimately be 
brought to), I have no grounds on which I can move the Commander of the 
Forces to make any other arrangement. 

The form of the Portuguese weekly state, as to columns, &c., should be the same 
as our own. 

V. 
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m to Ueut. CoL Elhy, A,A.G. 16th July, 1811 

it is witli considerable satisfaction I received your letter, dated tins day at noon, 
as, from my conversation with the Lieut. General commanding the cavalry, I 
almost believed from what he stated that we never should arrive at a correct state 
with the Portuguese cavalry. I am aware it has been very difficult, and I am^ per- 
suaded no possible blame can attach to you ; hut while I do you this justice, I 
think you will be equally disposed to allow, that if it had not been for our un- 
remitting correspondence, we should not, up to the present period, have arrived at 
that correctness which, having once obtained, I feel convinced we shall adhere to. 
All 1 desire is to have the cavalry state as soon in the day here as it can be made 
out; and if it arrives even by 3 or 4 o’clock, provided it is correct, I shall be 
satisfied. 

I have endeavored to express to the Lieut. General my anxiety that you should 
know I completely exonerate you from all neglect ; and the only thing I could 
animadvert on, as far as you were concerned, was the incorrect state coming 
without that remark, which afterwards, on its being returned, you put upon it 
when in possession of the Lieut. General. If all had exerted themselves as you 
have, the states would have been long ere this correct. 

On sending your letters and correct states to the Commander of the Forces, I 
represented Sir S. Cotton’s opinion, that the Adjutant of the — th was in general a 
very excellent and attentive officer ; and I have received his Excellency’s orders 
to desire you will state to the Lieut. General that this officer may be released from 
his arrest, and permitted to return to his duty. 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B, Quinta de S. JoSo, 17th July, 1811, 

I have received your letters of the 12th and 13th. The breeze about 
the subsidy is a very curious circumstance : I really believe that, up to 
the present day, it has been overpaid to the amount of about £200,000 
sterling; and last year they received above a million in hard cash: within 
the last 2 months they have received above £200,000 in money, allowing 
25 jpcr for discount upon paper. 

The losses at Albuera, and the substitution of 1st for 2d battalions, will 
render it difficult to place even one brigade in Gen. Hamilton’s division. 
I intended to have placed there 2 brigades, and to have formed his divi- 
sion like the others, with only one Portuguese brigade, which we 
should then have been able to provision ; but we should not be able to 
provision 2 Portuguese brigades, with the means attached to one British 
brigade, in addition to the British brigade. 

There is also another point to be adverted to in the consideration of 
this subject, and that is the growing deficiency of means of transport 
with all the Portuguese brigades in our divisions, particularly in the 5th 
division; they have not mules sufficient to carry their ammunition; in 
the 3d, 28 mules were driven away by their drivers 2 days ago, and in 
others there are deficiencies. I suspect that the Portuguese Commissaries 
don’t take care to feed the people attached to the mules ; for their life 
must latterly have been an easy one, and they have had hut little to do, 
excepting to carry forage for their own beasts. Whatever may be the 
cause of desertion, however, the evil is a serious one, and must increase 
the difficulties of supplying the Portuguese troops by our commissariat, 
and in case of a march it will be quite impossible. 

I see that there are some troops in motion in Castille towards Ciudad 
Bodrigo, which is, I believe, with a view to provision the place, which 
Don Julian had kept tolerably closely blockaded. 
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You may depend upon it that the return which I sent to Mr. Stuart of 
the state of the payments to the Portuguese troops was correct, as I re- 
ceived it from the regiments. Joaquim da Costa covers himself under 
the usual Portuguese subterfuge, that he has sent the money; but it 
has been applied to some other purpose, and the troops have not re- 
ceived it. 

I have just received your letter of the 15th. As Ballesteros remains 
in Niebla, it is not so necessary to send militia into Algarve. I think we 
become more healthy every day. 

I enclose you a daily state, which will show you how we stand now in 
cavalry and infantry. I have had a great deal of trouble in getting this 
state, particularly from Madden’s brigade, in which I believe no return 
was kept; however, I believe it is at last right and regular. March is 
gone to Lisbon, and I shall he much obliged to you if you will give him 
house and table room at Cintra, where he proposes to go. 

As Marmont has moved, I shall move into cantonments also to-morrow, 
having our right about Estremoz, and our left at Gastello Branco. I shall 
go to Portalegre, and remain there for a short time, till all ! expect join 
us, when I have 2 or 3 different designs in contemplation. 

P.S. I enclose a paper with but bad news. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Quinta <Je S. Joao, 17th July, 1811. 

The horses of the 9th light dragoons are to be landed and given in 
charge to the men of the 2d hussars, K. G. L., and others who may be at 
the depot at Belem, until they shall be hereafter distributed to regiments 
under orders from Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton. 

The men and officers of the 9th light dragoons, with their appoint- 
ments, &c., are to be embarked in infantry transports, and to proceed to 
Sicily;^ for which purpose I request you to make the necessary applica- 
tion to Adm. Berkeley for transports, as well as for a sufficient number of 
horse transports to carry to Sicily the horses belonging to the officers of 
the 9th light dragoons. 


To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. JoSo, 17th July, 1811. 

In order to explain the orders which I have received from the Sec. of 
State, regarding the 9th light dragoons, in the readiest way, I have the 
honor to enclose a copy of the orders which I have given to Gen. Peacocke ; 
and 1 shall he very much obliged to you if you will order ships to convey 
this regiment to Sicily, and horse ships to convey the officers’ horses. I 
have been likewise directed to request you to send back to Plymouth the 
horse transports which brought out the 9th light dragoons. 


To Messrs. Brown and Reid. Quinta de S. Joto, 17th July, 18X1. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 13th inst, and I 
have referred to the consideration.of the Commissary Gen. the offer which 
it contains, of tlie sale of certain oats, barley, and hay. I must inform 
you, however, that in every case of this description I consider myself 


A subsequent arrangement was made, and the 9th light dragoons served in the Penin- 
sula until they returned to England in the spring of 1813. 
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obliged to act for the pubH^ as I would for an individual, that is to say, 
to purchase what the army require at the cheapest rate at which it can be 
procured, without any reference whatever to the loss of the seller. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Quinta de S. Jo^o, 18th July, 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have just received, which shows an alteration 
of plan about the 9th dragoons, and probably it may not be necessary for 
Sir William to go to Lisbon just at present 5 however, it is possible that 
the packet may bring the account of another change. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. Jo§o, 18th July, 1811. 

Madden, who formerly complained of hard work, now that he has no 
work, complains of starvation: 2 days ago his horses had been 6 days 
without corn ; and, having inquired on this subject from Mr. Thomas, 
I enclose his letter to Major Harvey. 

One of Madden’s brigades was to cross the Tagus in the new distribution 
of the army ; hut if they cannot be fed at Campo Maior, they cannot any 
where ; and it would really he much better to draw all this cavalry to the 
rear, and feed them there, than keep them in front starving and plunder- 
ing, and consuming that which our own horses will want yet, viz., straw. 

P.S. Barhacena’s cavalry, and Nos. 6 and 9, are to go to Elvas. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. “ Quinta de S. JoS-o, 18th July, 1811. 

Since I had the honor of addressing your Lordship on the 11th inst. I 
have received a particular account of the regiments composing the ^ Armie 
de PortugaV It consists of 24 regiments of French infantry, of which one, 
the 130th o*f the line, was not in Portugal during the last campaign, and 
4 regiments of foreign infantry, and 14 regiments of cavalry, 3 of which 
were not in Portugal last campaign. All the troops which were in Por- 
tugal last campaign are now in this army, with the exception of 17 batta- 
lions of the 9th corps, belonging to regiments serving in the corps com- 
posing the army of the south, and 3 or 4 battalions of the 8th corps, also 
of the same description. 

Allowing very largely for the losses of the French army in the late 
operations in Portugal, I cannot suppose the regiments of French infxntry 
to be reduced below from 1000 to 1200 men each, or the foreign infantry 
below 500 men each ; and on this ground I should suppose the ‘ Armee. de 
PoTtugaV now to consist of from 28,000 to 30,000 infantry : 16 of the 
regiments of cavalry which were in Portugal last campaign cannot now 
exceed from 200 to 250 men each ; hut the 3 which were not in Portugal 
arrived from France in the last autumn, passed the winter in Castille, and 
now consist of 400 or 450 men each. According to this estimate the 
cavalry would amount to from 3500 to 4000 men. 

These estimates of the numbers of ^ Armee de PortugaV agree with 
the reports I have received of them from a very intelligent officer, Capt. 
Grant, of the 11th regt.,^ who saw them march through the Puerto de 
Banos, and with what I saw*of them at the battle of Fuentes de Ohoro, after 

* Employed in observation between the advanced posts of the armies. He afterwards 
commanded the 54th regt. in the East Indies. He died at Aix la Chapelle, 
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allowing for the deduction, from the force opposed to us on that occasion, 
of the battalions of the 8th and 9th corps, since detached to the army of 
the south, and for the cavalry of the Imperial guard still remaining in 
Castille. The estimate of numbers also agrees with what the enemy have 
stated of their own force, and with the accounts which I have received of 
the numbers of particular divisions. 

The * Arm.ee de Portugal^ however, may be stronger than I suppose, as I 
have only a list of the regiments and battalions, and their distribution in 
divisions, but not a return of their strength. I know also that there are 3 
more regiments of cavalry belonging to this army still in Castille, making 
the cavalry of the ‘ Armie de PortugaV 11 regiments of 4 squadrons each. 

From the returns which I have of the army of the south, and supposing 
that the troops which joined Marshal Soult from Castille, with Gen. Drouet, 
amounted to only 6000 men, I have estimated that the force of infantry 
which he brought into Estremadura amounted to 25,000 R. and F., and 
13 regiments of cavalry, making a total in the two armies of from 50,000 
to 55,000 infantry, exclusive of the garrison of Badajoz, and 27 regiments 
of cavalry, or about 7000 cavalry, besides artillery. This estimate of the 
numbers of the army of the south likewise agrees with the accounts which 
I have received of them from different quarters. 

. In my dispatches of the 11th inst. I apprised your Lordship that the 
5th corps d^armee^ and the greatest part of the cavalry of the army of the 
south, had been left in Estremadura, in communication with the Armie de 
Portugal m.d^ \h3X from the returns I had reason to believe that the 5th 
corps consisted of 12,000 effective infantry. This would leave in Estre- 
madura at present about 40,000 effective infantry, exclusive of the garrison 
of Badajoz ; and between 5000 and 6000 cavalry, besides artillery.* 

In the situation which Marshal Marmont will take upon the Tagus he 
may assist or may receive assistance by his right from Marshal Bessieres 
in Castille, as well as assist or receive assistance from the 5th corps d^ armie 
in Estremadura, and that is the motive for taking up this position. I 
should imagine that Marshal Bessieres could bring together about 10,000 
men, including Bonet’s division, now in Leon, &c., and the Imperial guard. 

I have now the honor to enclose to your Lordship the last weekly state 
of the British troops in Portugal, and the morning state of yesterday 
morning of the troops composing the allied army actually in the field, 
from which your Lordship will observe that there are 44,810 R. and F. 
of infantry; and, taking the number of cavalry from the horses, 4299 ca- 
valry, of which 3073 are British, besides artillery. In this state are not 
included the 68th, 77th, 32d, and 26th regts., which have not yet joined 
the army; nor the 12 th light dragoons; the whole of which, with reco- 
vex-ed men from the hospitals, may be expected to add 5000 men to our 
numbers in the course of the next fortnight. 

With this force it becomes a question whether any and what operation 
shall be undertaken. With the fine and well equipped army which we 
have, and with our cavalry in such good order as it is, and with the prospect 
of the renewal of hostilities in the north of Europe, I am most anxious not 
to allow this moment of the enemy’s comparative weakness to pass by, 
without making an effort to improve the situation of the allies in the. 

See Appendix, No. VI. 


165 


FOETOGAL. 


Pemnsula ; and I proceed to inform your Lordship of what I think of the 
different courses of operation which We may pursue. In the present 
season of the year it is quite impossible to undertake the siege of Badajoz. 
The loss of men from the heat of the weather and the xinwholesomeness 
of the climate in Estremaduraj if the troops should he ohliged to perform 
any labor during the ensuing 6 weeks or 2 months, would exceed what 
might he expected in a general action. Besides, if this operation were to 
he attempted, Soult could without difficulty increase the army in Estre- 
madura from 10,000 to 15,000 men, and the enemy would again have the 
superiority of numbers in the field. 

I had intended to endeavor to fall upon the ‘ Ai'mie de Portugaly if left to 
itself by Soult’s movement to the southward in consequence of Gen. Blake’s 
operations : hut from what I have stated to your Lordship of the relative 
numbers of the two armies now existing in Estremadura, you will observe 
that ours are hut little superior • lhat we are inferior in that principal arm 
in this open country, cavalry ; and therefore that any success which we 
might derive in a general action, to which I might bring the ‘ Jjrmee de 
PortugaP and the 5th would not be very decisive ; and 

that, on the other hand, the loss which we should sustain, by the heat of the 
weather and by the length of the marches which we should be obliged to 
make, in order only to get water, would be very great. 

The attempt to relieve Cadiz would certainly not succeed. The 5th 
corps d^armie and the ‘ Armce de PortugaV would follow our movements to 
the south, if they did not attempt some offensive operation on the Portu- 
guese frontier in our absence ; and we should meet in Andalusia the whole 
force which lately ohliged us to raise the siege of Badajoz, with the addition 
to it of the force which was left before Cadiz. 

The next operation which presents itself is the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
for which I have so far prepared as to have our battering train on the 
Douro. It would he necessary in this case to leave 10,000 or 12,000 men 
in Alentejo, to watch the movements of the 5th corps d^armie, which would 
reduce our force to about 45,000 men, to which Marmont and Bessitjres 
would he equal, and superior in cavalry; and if the 5th corps were to be 
moved to the north of the Tagus, to co-operate in the endeavor to oblige 
tis to abandon our object, our troops in Alentejo would follow the move- 
ment. But still the enemy would he equal to us in numbers, and superior 
in cavalry, 

This enterprise, however, upon the whole promises best. We can derive 
some assistance from our militia in the north in carrying it into execution, 
and the climate in which the operation is to he carried on is not unfavor- 
able at this season. If it should not succeed, the attempt will remove the 
war to the strongest frontier of Portugal; and, if ohliged to resume the 
defensive, the strength of our army will be centrically situated, while the 
enemy’s armies of the north and of the south will be disunited. 

Under all these circumstances I am tempted to try this enterprise. But 
I beg your Lordship to observe that I may be obliged to abandon it. In 
a case in which the relative force of the two armies will be so nearly 
balanced as in this, and particularly in an operation in the Peninsula of 
Spain, it is impossible for me to foresee all the events which may lead to 
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tills result. But the arrival of reinforcements to the enemy, or further 
information of the enemy’s force, which should show them to he stronger 
than I now imagine them to be, or the falling off of the strength of our 
army, owing to the sickness of the troops, which I don’t now expect, 
would necessarily oblige me to abandon the enterprise. 

My intention, now, is to canton the army on the two hanks of the Tagus, 
until the reinforcements have joined. In the mean time the train will be 
moved up the Douro, and the preparations will he made for transporting 
it to Ciudad Rodrigo ; and, when these are completed, I propose to put the 
army in motion to attempt the siege of that place, if I should find that 
circumstances afford a chance of success. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 18th July, 1811. 

The ^Armiede PortugaV broke up from their position on the Guadiana 
on the 14th inst., and have moved towards Truxillo. 

I have not yet heard that any troops had passed that town towards A 1- 
maraz, or that the cavalry which had been about Talavera and Lobon had 
retired farther than Merida. But their intention is certainly to take a 
position on the Tagus, which shall he centrical to the north as well as to 
the south, from which they could move with facility to either quarter to 
which our operations may be directed, and in which they can receive the 
assistance of the troops in Old Castille or in Estremadura, if they should 
require it. 'Ihey are fortifying the old castle of Medellin, as well as that 
at Truxillo, from which circumstance I judge that the communication 
between the ‘ Armk de Portugal ’ and the 5th corps d^armee will he carried 
across the Guadiana, by the bridge of Medellin. 

As the circumstances which induced me to occupy the position in which 
the army now is no longer exist, I propose to canton the troops for the 
present along the frontier, in those towns reported to he healthy, with the 
right at Estremoz, and the left across the Tagus, at Gastello Branco ; and 
the troops are already in movement with that object in view. 

Gen. Blake embarked his corps in the mouth of the Guadiana on the 6th, 
leaving Gen. Ballesteros’ division of troops, and the cavalry of the 5th army, 
still in the Condado de Niebla. The troops sailed on the 13th ; and Gen. 
Ballesteros was near Ayamonte by the last accounts. As soon as Gen. 
Blake’s corps embarked, the body of the enemy’s troops which had marched 
towards the Guadiana, and by the last account I sent your Lordship had 
turned towards Cartaya, retired from the frontier towards San Lucar, 
having heard probably that one of the objects which Gen. Blake had in 
view when he embarked was to make an attack upon that place. 

I understand that the troops belonging to the 4th corps, which Marshal 
Soult had brought into Estremadura, had marched towards Granada, so 
that there remain in Andalusia the 1st corps and the reserve ; the 5th corps 
and the greatest part of the cavalry being in Estremadura. 

I have heard nothing more of the action which it was reported had been 
fought near Astorga; and I have reason to believe that there was no 
foundation for the report upon that subject which Gen. Silveira forwarded 
to me. ' ' 

There is nothing new on the side of Valladolid, excepting that King 
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Joseph had returned to Spain, and it is said arrived at Burgos with an 
escort of about 3000 men on the 5th inst. It is reported that he was to 
he followed by large reinforcements ; but no troops had arrived at Bayonne 
when I last heard from thence. 

A detachment of about 1000 men of the garrison of Salamanca had 
marched towards Bejar on the 10th, apparently to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, 
which place Don Julian had for some time held closely blockaded. 

Memorandum for Cols. Framingham and Fletcher, and Mr. Kennedy. ^ 

Quinta de S. JoS-o, 19th July, 1811, 

1. The heavy ordnance and stores, and engineers’ stores, now embarked 
in the transports in the Douro, being required at Ciudad Rodrigo, mea- 
sures must be adopted to remove them thither. 

2. They must be removed into boats at Oporto, and carried by water 
to Lamego. 

3. At Lamego they must he landed, and the ordnance removed at once 
by 384 pairs of bullocks to Trancoso. The stores, that is to say, 350 
rounds for each 18 pounder and 24 pounder gun, and 160 rounds for each 
10 inch mortar, to he removed to Trancoso, on 892 country carts. 

4. The engineers’ stores to he removed to Trancoso upon 200 country 
carts. 

5. The 892 carts, mentioned in No. 3, to be unloaded at Trancoso, and 
to return to Lamego, to bring up to Trancoso the remainder of the stores. 

6. Upon the arrival of the 2d quantity of stores at Trancoso, the 
whole ordnance, and the stores for 350 rounds a gun and for 160 rounds 
each mortar, on 892 carts, and the engineers’ stores on 200 carts, to move 
to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

The ordnance stores to he unloaded at Ciudad Rodrigo, and the 892 
carts to return to Trancoso for the 2d convoy. 

C. O. Quinta dos BanboB, 19th July, 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests that the Commanding officers of regiments will 
report to the Q. M. G. whether the clothing of their regiments has arrived at Lisbon. 

2. They are likewise requested to report to the Q. M. G. their opinion at what time it 

will be necessary that it should be brought to the regiments to be issued to the troops. 

3. * * S5S :)t * # # 

4. The suspension of quarter master is to commence this day. 

5. The Commander of the Forces desires that Mr. may be called upon the parade of 

the 2d batt. ■ — regt., to be formed for that purpose, and may be informed that when Mr, 
« # # declined to supply him with the means of conveyance which was necessary to 
enable him to perfoim the duty on which he was detached from his regiment, he ought to 
have reported the circumstance to his commanding officer, and ought not to have been 
guilty of disobedience of the orders of the army, and an act of violence which led to other 
disorders By the party under his command, and to improper behaviour towards his superior 
officer, Lieut. — , of which the General Court Martial have found him guilty. 

6. One of the motives for the repeated orders which have been issued that the soldiers 
might not be employed in pressmg articles from the country, is to avoid the abuse of which 
they are generally guilty in forcing money from the inhabitants for the release of what they 
have taken by violence ; but whatever may be the cause of the issue of any order, obedi- 
ence is the safe mode of proceeding in every instance, and the officers of the army must, 
long before this time, have been aware of the necessity of attending to the G. O, of the 
Commander of the Forces. 

7 . Inconvenience may be felt at times by some individuals by their operation, but it 
,must be suffered in an extended service as that is on which the army is employed, and it is 
trifling in comparison with the general interests and individual convenience for which these 
orders are calculated to provide. 

8. Mr. is hereby reprimanded. 
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8. Col. Framingham to order from Lisbon to Ojgorto 1600 barrels of 
powder, to complete the quantity at that place to what will be sufficient 
for the shot and shells with the battering train. 

9. Major Dickson is requested to proceed to Oporto, in order to super- 
intend the removal of the ordnance and stores from thence, and Gol. 
Fletcher will send there an officer of the engineer department. 

10. These officers will communicate with the gentlemen employed by 
the Commissary Gen. to collect the necessary boats and carts; and the 
matter should be arranged in such a manner as that the stores would be 
at Laraego at the time the carts would be ready to remove them. 

11. The 2 companies of British artillery now at Lisbon to be ordered 
to Oporto by sea. 

12. Probable time these operations will take : 

12 days for Major Dickson’s journey to Oporto. 

6 .. for the removal of the stores and ordnance to the boats* 

6 .. from Oporto to Lamego. 

8 .. from the boats to Lamego. 

4 . . from Lamego to Trancoso. 

4 .. carts to return and load- 

4 . . 2 trips to Trancoso. 

6 •. to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

6 .. to return to Trancoso. 

6 . . to bring the 2d quantity of stores. 

62 days. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Quinta de S. Joao, 19th July, 1811. 

I request you to apply to Adm. Berkeley for transports to convey to 
Oporto 2 companies of the Royal British artillery, which you will direct 
to embark vhen the transports shall be ready, and, on the arrival of these 
companies ^t Oporto, they are to place themselves under the orders of 
Major Dickson. 

To Major Gens-Picton, Campbell, and Slade. Quinta de S. JoSo, 20th July, 1811. 

I have the honor to inform you that Don Carlos de Espana has been 
appointed to command and to superintend all Spanish affairs in Castille, 
and that part cf Estremadura north of the Tagus ; and I request you to 
communicate vith him on the public service, and to give him countenance 
and support as far as may he consistent with the instructions which you 
will have recemd. 

I request you to forward to head quarters any letters that he may send 
to you for that pirpose. 

To Rear Adm. the Eon. A. Legge. Quinta de S. JoS,o, 20th July, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15th, announcing 
your arrival at Cldiz, to relieve Adm. Sir R. Keats ; and I assure you 
that I shall have gieat satisfaction in communicating and in co-operating 
with you, to forward the public service. Mr. Wellesley will make you 
acquainted with the state of affairs in this quarter. 
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To Marsbal Sir W* C. Baresford, IC.B* Quinta de S. JoS-Oj 20th July, 1811, 

In the existing situation of affairs I think it not impossible that I may 
be able to make the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, although the prospect that 
I should be able to effect that operation is become less favorable since 
the a,ccounts have arrived of the fall of Tarragona, However, we shall 
have a very fine army of little less than 60,000 men, including artillery, 
in the course of about a fortnight; and I don^t see what I can do with it, 
to improve the situation of the allies, during the period in which it is 
probable that, the enemy V attention being taken up with the affairs of the 
north of Europe, we shall he more nearly on a par of strength with him, 
excepting we undertake this operation, I have, therefore, at all events, 
ordered ffie battering train up the Douro, and the preparations to he made 
for moving it from Lamego ; and Dickson goes to Oporto to-morrow to 
superintend these arrangements. There would he no difficulty in them if 
we had been able to save Almeida : however, it is useless to lament what 
cannot he easily remedied. 

It will be necessary that the militia of the Tras os Montes, at least of 
the northern provinces, should be under arms during this operation, and 
that we should have the assistance of all that, in Beira, whether for work 
or for other objects. These regiments should, therefore, be immediately 
embodied in their districts, and they can afterwards be assembled in large 
corps. I expect that in 7 weeks I shall have matters in preparation for 
this enterprise; but befoi-e that time it will he necessary to hate troops 
on foot in Beira, to cover the movement of stores, &c. : this will give the 
army something more than a month in cantonments. 


To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, IC.B, Quinta de S. JoSo, 20th July, 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 16th. In respect to the pro- 
tections from the recruiting laws of persons in the private service of 
individuals in the British army, I shall be very much ohli^ed to you if 
you will let me know what is the law, and the practice under the law, in 
regard to the private servants of the Portuguese officers, ani the nobility 
and the gentry, and I shall desire to have the same exemptiens in favor of 
persons in the private service of individuals in the British army. 

I think I may reasonably claim the same exemption for ffiem, because, 
generally speaking, every man thus employed saves a mm to the ranks. 
There may he abuses on our side ; but I believe I can pr#ve there is op- 
pression on that of the Portuguese government. The officers of the 
government in general have been very uncivil to our oficers lately, and 
there exists a very general disposition among them to barrel and com- 
plain for very trifiing causes, and that disposition is nit a little encou- 
raged by the government. I should not like to see the mnvenience which 
anofficerderives from his servant depend upon any Portiguese authority; 
as, in their present disposition, I should be certain that the servant would 
he obliged to march, unjustly perhaps, whenever it slould suit the Por- 
tuguese authority to manifest his dislike. 

I have received your letters of the I7th and I8th. 
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To Marsbal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B, Quinta de S, JoEo, 20tli July, 1811 , p.m. 

We have with our train at Oporto one half of the powder which is 
necessary for our enterprise, which I communicated to you this day ; and 
I cannot , discover exactly whether or not we have any more at Lisbon or 
how much we have received from England of the different quantities for 
which I have written, or what we have done with any portion of it. 
We ought to have received 4000 barrels, besides what we had with our 
train. I believe we received 6000 barrels, and I know that Gen. Howorth 
told me we had 1000 barrels when I ordered the last 2000 barrels for 
ElvaSi and we ought to have therefore now 5000 barrels ; but I can get 
no information upon any thing here. I therefore request that upon the 
receipt of this letter you will make inquiry what quantity of powder 
either we have, or the Portuguese stores have, or the Admiral has to spare, 
and send off to Oporto without loss of time 1600 barrels : there must be 
a large quantity of powder in the works which could he brought down, 
and it is desirable that this quantity should he sent as soon as possible 
from any place to Oporto. 

On the 6th June I wrote to England for 4000 barrels of powder, 2000 
to he sent immediately, and 2000 hereafter ; and, if you should not be 
able to send any powder from Lisbon, I beg you to explain the circum- 
stance to the Admiral, and ask him to order a vessel to cruise off Oporto 
for the powder ships, and to take them in there. 

In case you should not be able from our stores, from your stores, or 
from the Admirals, to send any powder to Oporto, I beg you to get the 
Admiral to send the enclosed letter to England by an express vessel 

P.S. It occurs to me that there is a very large quantity of powder in 
the British stores at Cadiz ; and I beg you to inquire upon this point from 
Gen. Graham, and, if there should be any, to send it immediately, and to 
order to Oporto what we want, if our wants cannot he supplied from 
Lisbon : it dan easily be replaced when ours shall arrive from England. 
I have written to my brother to have preparation made to send off the 
powder as soon as your requisition shall arrive, for any quantity not ex- 
ceeding 1600 barrels. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Quinta de S. Joao, 20th July, 1811, 

I received last night your letter of the 15th, and I now enclose my last 
dispatch, and a confidential dispatch which I wrote to Lord Liverpool on 
the 18th. The fall of Tarragona will make some difference in the calcu- 
lations on which my design is founded ; but I have ordered the pre- 
parations for it, and I shall continue them till I find the plan to be im- 
practicable. 

I am not sufficiently acquainted with the state of affairs in Murcia to 
decide whether it is right or necessary to increase the army in that quarter. 
You may depend upon it, however, that that army cannot he increased to 
such a degree as to enable it to make any effectual or useful progress 
even against the 4th corps, which Soult has reinforced, by sending back 
the division belonging to it which he had brought into Estremadura, much 
less such a progress against the whole army of the south. But it might 
be necessary to reinforce the army of Muroia, to enable it to hold its 
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ground, wWch, however, from all that I have heard of the country, I am 
inclined to doubt. The reinforcement of the army of Murcia, therefore, 
is neither more nor less than a rank job, and a very dangerous one in 
these times. 

In my opinion the most interesting points at present in Spain are the 
Sierra de Honda and the Gondado de Niebla. The former, if the Spaniards 
should be obliged to act alone, is the fittest scene of their operations, and 
they would always have a retreat upon Gibraltar : the latter, if they are 
to combine their operations with ours, is the best, because the communi- 
cation is shorter and more certain, and they would have a secure retreat 
into Portugal. In either case they could be supplied with facility from 
Cadiz, or they could be drawn thither if the enemy were to prepare for a 
serious attack upon that position. 

A corps of 10,000 or 12,000 men, well equipped, in the Sierra de 
Honda, or the Condado de Niebla, would be a thorn in the enemy’s side, 
to which he must pay attention; would be an effectual diversion for our 
operations ; and, if in the latter, would be ready either to join us through 
Portugal, or to march upon Seville, if we should be able, in a later period 
of the season, to make another attack upon Badajoz. It may be depended 
upon that, if the allies can only get hold of Seville for a few hours, the 
enemy must raise the siege of Cadiz; and therefore it would appear most 
desirable for the Spaniards to turn their attention seriously to that ob- 
ject. . But it must be seriously. It must be attempted with a corps of 
10,000 or 12,000 men, well equipped with what is necessary to obtain 
success, and in some degree disciplined ; and, if they once make such an 
establishment in one of those quarters, not only is their retreat secure, 
but the enemy must attend to them, or must give up Seville and the siege 
of Cadiz. 

This is the object I had in view when I proposed to Gen. Blake to go 
to the Gondado de Niebla, when he declined to join himself to us, after 
the last siege of Badajoz. But he has since embarked, and he looks to 
other objects, which are quite impracticable, as he may depend upon it 
are all offensive operations with the Spanish ti’oops in their existing state ; 
and he will find that not only they are impracticable, hut that he removes 
himself and his troops from the real scene of action, in which he might 
he of some use, if he would remain quiet. I have not talked with 
Castaiios or any body upon this plan. The truth is, that it is impossible 
for any rational man to talk to any of them. They are visionaries and 
enthusiasts, who will not look at things as they really are; and, although 
they can’t be ignorant of the truth of all we say of the miserably in- 
efficient state of their army, they talk and act as if it was an army, till 
some dreadful disaster happens, and they are highly offended if in any 
discussion the truth, which ought never to be concealed in such a dis- 
cussion, is even hinted. 

I make you acquainted, however, with my intentions, and my opinion 
of the mode in which the Spanish force under Gen. Blake could assist 
me most effectually, and you will judge from circumstances whether the 
subject can be brought forward usefully at all, and in what manner. 

Austin, who has some sources of intelligence in Andalusia, tells me 
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that the Frendi intend to make a serious attempt upon Cadiz, The re- 
moval of the cannon from Badajoz looks like that plan, but it may be 
also with a view to the attack of Carthagena, which Soult had in contem- 
plation. 1 understand that the Spanish government, with their usual want 
of foresight, discontinued the works for the defence of the Isla and the 
communication with the Isla, as soon as they were able to send some of 
the troops away in the end of February last, and have not yet resumed 
them ! The thoughtlessness of this nation is too bad I ! 

What do you mean should be done about the 47th regt. ? 

P.S. Just to show you what kind of people even the best of these 
Spaniards are, I mention that Abadia, who took leave of me at Elvas about 
7 weeks ago, after having remained in that neighbourhood nearly 3 weeks, 
is still at Lisbon. They say he is sick ; but a journey would recover him. 
If he had gone when he ought, his army would now have been ready for 
action. As it is, the season for any operation on the coast will be over 
before he will reach Coruna, and then there is work for 2 months in 
organization, &c. 

To die Rt. Hon, H. Wellesley. Quinta de S. JoSo, 20th July, 1811. 

I am rather apprehensive that I shall want from 1200 to 1600 barrels 
of gunpowder, to complete the equipment necessary to enable me to 
carry on the operation which you* will find, in my letter of the l$th, to 
the Sec. of State, I intended to carry on. I have desired Beresford, who 
is at Lisbon, to apply for assistance to the British stores at Cadiz, if he 
should not find what we want in our or the Portuguese stores, or in the 
Admiral’s ships ; and I request you to tell Gen. Cooke that I beg that 
any quantity of powder which may he in the British stores at Cadiz (not 
exceeding 1600 barrels) may be shipped and ready to be sent off at a 
moment’s notice, when he shall receive a requisition for it from Sir W. 
Beresford. 1 will replace what he will send. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. Joao, 20tb July, 1811. 

Since I wrote to you on the 18th inst. I have had reason to believe that 
we have not in Portugal the quantity of powder necessary to enable me to 
carry on the enterprise which I then informed your Lordship I intended 
to undertake. I therefore trust that your Lordship will have ordered out 
immediately 2000 of the 4000 barrels of powder which I requested to have 
on the 6th June; and if they should not have been sent before your Lord- 
ship will receive this letter, I beg that you will send them to Oporto with- 
out loss of time. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoS. 0 , 20th July, 1811. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, in which he has de- 
sired that the number of medical officers attached to the Portuguese army 
may he increased from 12 to 20, and that measures should he taken to 
replace those become non-effective on account of ill health. 

I would beg to recommend on this point the adoption of the rule which 
I have made in respect to Staff appointments attached to the British army, 
viz., that those who hold them shall receive no emolument on account of 
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tKem, if absent from tbeir duty on account of tbeir health for a greater 
length of time than 2 months, unless their absence should have been occa- 
sioned by wounds. However severe it may appear to deprive an officer 
of his emoluments, whose absence may be occasioned by illness acquired 
in the performance of his duty in a bad climate, still, adverting to the 
abuse of sick certificates, and considering the right which the public have 
to expect that those paid for performing the duty of a Staff employment 
shall be efficient, I conceive that the justice of the rule will be found to 
preponderate over its severity. 

To ffie Baj:I of Livery Quinta de S. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, in which he has en- 
closed one from Mr. Wellesley, conveying the offer of the Spanish 
government to appoint Sir W, Beresford a Captain General in the Spanish 
army, in testimony of their approbation of his conduct in the battle of 
Albuera, upon which I request your Lordship to state the pleasure of 
H.R.H. the Prince Regent. 

The id Capf 20th July, 1811. 

It is with much concern the Commander of the Forces has recei ved the enclosed 
reports from the officers commanding the — and — regts. respecting your conduct 
at Abrantes. His Excellency feels great regret that an officer in your situation 
should have charges of such a nature preferred against you ; but he owes it equally 
to your character and the service that a public investigation should immediately 
take place of the circumstances that have occurred, and liis Excellency will be 
happy if you can exonerate yourself from such allegations as have been made. I 
have written to Col. Langley, as senior officer at Abrantes, to place you under an 
arrest preparatory to your trial commencing, which will take place on the arrival 
of the head quarters of the army at Portalegre, to which place you will repair 
when desired by Col. Langley. You will deliver over to the next senior officer 
all details, instructions, and conrespondence belonging to the hospital station, 
of which he will assume the charge until further orders. I should recommend you 
to collect all your evidences and documents on the cases in point, to have ready 
for the Dep. Judge Advocate, with whom you may communicate. 

To Major Gkn. R. Craufurd. Quinta de S. JoHo, 21st July, 1811. 

I have received your note about Col. Barnard. Pakenham consented to 
the arrangement you proposed as soon as it was proposed to him; and I 
intended to send him to your division, hut I waited till I should receive 
the report of the medical hoard on Beckwith’s case. I am not certain, 
however, that the most convenient arrangement for the public service will 
not be that which you have proposed for the temporary command of the 
brigade, and Pakenham will do with pleasure whatever I wish him to do. 

To Gen. Leite, Governor of Elvas. Quinta de S. Joao, 21st July, 1811. 

I send herewith a soldier who was concerned in the robbery of the house 
of Joana Euphemia Rita Silveira, in Elvas, about which I wrote to you in 
the month of March last, and who can point out the persons who bought 
from him some flax stolen in the said house. I request you to send an 
officer with him, to have the person pointed out who bought the flax, and 
that you will have this purchaser of property, which he must have known 
was stolen, dealt with according to law, and that the owner of the property, 
J. E. R. Silveira, may have her property again. 
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To Colv Austra. ' Qointa de S. JoEo, 21st July, Igll. 

Adverting to my letter to you of the 13th, requesting you to form a 
magazine upon the Guadiana, for the supply of the Spanish troops, in case 
they should he obliged to retire into Portugal, I have to inform you that 
I have desired Mr. Kennedy to send from the Tagus to the mouth of the 
Guadiana a supply of flour and of forage corn for the magazine, as, under 
easting circumstances, it is much more easy for us to send these articles 
than to send money to purchase them. They will be entirely at your 
disposal. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Quinta de S. JoEo, 2lst July, 1811. 

I have received your note of the 19th; and I conceive that the same 
circumstances which render it expedient that you should be supplied with 
horses, by some public arrangement, apply to your aides de camp, Captains 
Hope and Stanhope ; and I beg you will take as many of the horses sent 
put for the officers of the cavalry as you may think proper. 

You will have seen in my dispatch of the 18th that the enemy have 
moved ; the cavalry left Merida on the 17th, when Cocks arrived there, 
and the army of Portugal are going into cantonments on the two banks of 
the Tagus. It is said that the 5th corps have moved likewise ; hut this I 
doubt. We are going into cantonments likewise ; and, as we are becoming 
very strong, I propose to endeavor to obtain possession of Ciudad Rodrigo. 
Some time will elapse before the train, which is on the Douro, can he 
brought up; in the mean time the troops may as well he out of the sun. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Jotlo, 21st July, 1811, 

The letter from Dom M. Forjaz, to which I referred in mine of the 
14th, is written to Marshal Beresford, and is dated the 1st July. It relates 
principally to the forts of Elvas, Campo Maior, &c. ; but the last para- 
graph, to which I refer, and of which I now enclose a copy, goes to assert 
that the subsidy has not been regularly paid. This I deny ; and the asser- 
tion ought to be contradicted. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. JoEo, 21st July, 1811. 

I beg you to inform the Portuguese government that it is my intention 
to repay to the government the sums which have been advanced by Gen. 
Silveira by my desire. The delay which has taken place in transmitting 
an answer has been occasioned only by the necessity of putting the trans- 
action into an official shape, and of making those who have received the 
advances from Gen, Silveira accountable through the several departments 
in which they are serving. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quinta de S. JoSo, 21st July, 1811. 

It appears by accounts which I have received from Mr, Wellesley, dated 
the 15th inst., that Tarragona was taken by storm on the 28th June ; the 
47th regt., and the other troops which Gen, Graham had lately sent to that 
quarter from Cadiz, having arrived on the preceding day in the roads. 1 
beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to Gen. Graham’s dispatch of the 
14th June, and its enclosures, upon the subject of sending to Tarragona 
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the regt., and the plan of recruiting, and other arrangements con- 
nected with that measure, upon which I request to have your Lordship’s 
orders. 

I likewise beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the future arrange- 
ments for the command at Cadiz, the troops at which place are now con- 
sidered part of this army. The General officer in command there has, 
however, always reported directly to the Sec, of State, and received his 
orders immediately from your Lordship ; and I have not always been 
made acquainted with your Lordship’s instructions ; nor have I known 
whether the measures adopted there have been founded upon them. As 
long as there was in command at Cadiz an officer of the rank and character 
of Gen. Graham, I had no objection to this system. But I beg to inform 
your Lordship, that I cannot conceive myself responsible for the acts or 
conduct of any General officer on whom the command at Cadiz may de- 
volve, unless the correspondence with the Sec. of State is carried on 
through me, and I am made acquainted regularly with your Lordship’s 
wishes and intentions regarding that place. It appears to me that the best 
plan would he to consider the troops at Cadiz, as those at Gibraltar are, a 
distinct command. 

7%e A.G. to Lieut, Col Langkt/^ M. Train, 21st July, 1811. 

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces, having directed that Capt. , 

of the — regt., shall be forthwith brought before a General Court Martial at Por- 
talegre for inflicting corporal punishment upon 2 soldiers for supposed offences 
not committed within the view of the Assist. Provost Marshal who put the same 
into execution, I have to request that this Assist. Provost Marshal, private 

— — — . — of the 1st batt. 3d Guards, private — of the 42d regt, and 

any other evidences who may have a knowledge of the fact, may be ordered to 
proceed to Portalegre with the least possible delay. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Quinta de S. JoSo, 22d July, 1811, 8 a.m. 

Tell Be Grey to send me the usual certificate of his health. I can’t 
allow any officer to quit the army on any plea whatever, excepting that of 
ill health. 

In regard to , surely no man can contend that the want of a 

daily state for so many days was not a ground of complaint. Upon that 
ground I ordered the person responsible to the Adj. Gen. (of whom in the 
first instance I complained) to be put in arrest; and, upon being informed 

that -’s inferiors were in fault (for fault there was), I said, let 

them be put in arrest. I don’t think there is any thing unreasonable or 
harsh in all this ; and with every good disposition towards —■ — » — ^ be 
must not expect that I shall recall any thing I have ever authorised to he 
written respecting any body, on any omission of duty in the army. 

To Marshal Sir W. G. Beresford, K.B. Quinta de S. JoSo, 22d July, 1811. 

Brito was with me last night, and told me that he was obliged to go to 
the sea coast for the sake of bathing, upon which subject he will probably 
apply to you. He leaves at Elvas a person who has always assisted him 
in giving intelligence, who he says is capable. Bo you mean to promote 
Brito ? It is certainly hard upon an officer to employ him out of the line 
of his profession, and then not to promote him in his turn; at the same 
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time it does not answer to promote those who’ hare no knowledge of their 
duty. However, the practice of aggregado mdi gradagdo may enable you 
to overcome the difficulty which certainly exists in this case. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Quinta de S. Mo, 22d July, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 20th inst., and, in consequence of the 
orders brought out by the Herring schooner, it is expedient to suspend 
the armngement which I had proposed in my letter of the 17th, for send- 
ing to Sicily the officers and men of the 9th light dragoons. 1 think it 
probable, however, that the arrangement, as originally proposed, will be 
resumed as soon as it shall be known in England that I have brought from 
Cadiz to Lisbon the dismounted hussars of the 2d K. G*L., to he mounted 
on the horses of the 9th light dragoons. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quinta de S. Joao, 32d July, 1811. 

I return the letter to Marshal Beresford, in which I have marked the 
paragraph of which I complain. I sent you a copy of it yesterday. 

I observe that Dom M. Forjaz’s last note contains the same unfounded 
statement, viz., that the subsidy has been in arrear, which L positively 
deny; and what I aver, viz., that it has always been in advance, can be 
clearly proved by a reference to the state* of the payments at any one 
period since June, 1809. 

We cannot negotiate a loan here without the authority of Parliament, 
which is a very short answer to Dom M. Forjaz’s proposal to raise money 
by loan. Besides, if we could raise money in that manner, the British 
army must have their share of it. 

The question of money becomes more serious every day; so much so, 
that Mr. Kennedy is going down to Lisbon to endeavor to effect an im- 
provement. If this improvement cannot be effected, we must become 
bankrupt, as we have not a shilling. 

We have got but very little for the Algerines besides my subscription • 
but that little shall be sent to you. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Quinta de S. JoSo, 22d July, 1811. 

I have received another account this day of the enemy’s preparations at 
Seville, which it is reported are intended either to push w'ith vigor an 
attack upon Cadiz, or to destroy Freyre ; the latter would lead to an 
attack upon Carthagena, which we know Soult has in view. 

It is very extraordinary that we should hear of these designs, and not 
the Spanish government; and particularly that they should have hgd no 
intelligence, and have taken no notice, of the collection of heavy ordnance 
at Seville from Badajoz. They may depend upon it that this equipment 
has not been brought to Seville for no object, and that, if it begins to 
move upon Cadiz, it is the enemy’s intention to make a serious attack 
upon the position there. You will of course send me the eaidiest intelli- 
gence you will receive of this design, and I will take care to reinforce 
Cadiz in time with some of our troops. But the Spaniards must look 
themselves a little to this subject, and must complete the works. 

VOL. V. , ■ ■ V\. N 
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To the Jaiz de Pora, at Borba. Quintade S. Joao, 23d July, 1811, 

I send hierewith a soldier in the British army, who was lately concerned 
in committing a rohhery at Elvas, in the house of Joana E. R. Silveira; 
and he sold some of the articles stolen, viz., sheets and a table cloth, for 
5 dollars, to a woman at Borha, whom he will point out to you. I beg 
you to attend, and see this person, and that you will recover the sheets, 
and send them to Elvas to the woman. I likewise request you to carry 
into execution the law against the woman who purchased the sheets, &c., 
as she must have known them to he stolen. 

To MarsM Sir W. C. Beraford, K.B. Portalegre, 24tli July, 1811. 

I am sorry to observe that the government continue so unwilling to 
adopt the measures which you think necessary to supply what is required 
for their army, and at the same time to save as much as possible the ex- 
penditure of money; hut there is one very easy remedy, and that is, to 
order from England the articles which you think it necessary to have, and 
when they arrive their value shall he carried to account as so much 
subsidy. 

If the government don’t choose to adopt measures to feed their cavalry, 
and the brigades of infantry, on the Portuguese establishment, I wish 
they would say so, in order that we might send these troops to the rear, 
and that I might not be supposed to have 50,000 men, when in reality 
I have not 40,000 for action. It would also be hut fair towards me, if 
the members of the government would explain to the Prince Regent of 
Portugal that they can’t maintain their army upon the frontier, that His 
Royal Highness might lay aside some of the prejudices which he has 
imbibed against me. 

In respect to Madden and Colman, I confess I think the latter has the 
better claim to obtain his British rank of the two. I think it as well to 
leave both till an opportunity shall occur for the Portuguese government 
to make the request from the British government. 


Cr, 0. Portalegre, 23d July, 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces recalls to the recollection of General officers com- 
manding divisions and brigades the orders which have been repeatedly given out respect- 
ing the use of bullock cars to convey baggage ; be trusts that be shall not have occasion 
to observe any deviation from the orders in future. 

2. The medicine panniers of the surgeons of regiments are not to be carried on the cart 
destined to carry the packs of any men who may be taken ill on a march. The surgeons 
of regiments are allowed for a mule to carry the medicine panniers, which must be used 
for this and no other purpose. 

3. The officers commanding regiments are requested to take care not to require more 
clothing, &c. froth their stores at Lisbon than they can deliver out to the soldiers ; and the 
carts employed to bring up these articles must forthwith on their arrival at the cantonment 
of the regiment be delivered over to the Commissary attached to the brigade. 

4. It is impossible to supply carts to draw after the regiments the superfluous clothing 
which they may have had brought up fi:om Lisbon. 

5. The Commander of the Forces again requests the attention of the General officers 
commanding the divisions and brigades of cavalry as well as of infantry to the discipline 
of the troops, Portuguese as well as British. 

6. The accuracy of all formations and movements of large bodies depends upon the 
officers of the staff j and the Commander of the Forces expects, when he sees any division 
of troops exercise (and he will take every opportunity of seeing them), to find the mounted 
officers of all ranks are able to take ground for them, in all situations in which it may be 
necessary to place them. 
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To Don F. X, Castanos. Portalegre, 34th July, 1811. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 
23d. I don’t think that the intelligence which I have received from 
Cadiz tends to prove that the enemy are about to carry into execution the 
plan which Soult had in contemplation for the attack of Carthagena. The 
execution of this plan must be connected with the march of heavy artil- 
lery and stores from Seville, which does not appear to have been sent yet; 
and I am therefore inclined to believe that Soult will use the force of 
which he has the command at present in making a serious attack upon 
Cadiz. It is difScult, however, to form a decided opinion upon this sub- 
ject, without having better information than I possess. It is obvious that 
the removal of the heavy artillery from Badajoz was connected with a 
plan to attack either Carthagena or Cadiz ; and, if the people who gave 
information from Seville would watch the progress of this heavy artillery, 
the Spanish government must be acquainted with Soult’s design. 

One division of infantry, which belonged to the 4th corps, and came 
into Estremadura with Soult lately, has certainly returned to Granada; 
but it might have been desirable to reinforce the troops in that quarter, 
without reference to any plan of offensive operation, and Soult would still 
have a sufficient number of troops for the execution of his design against 
Cadiz. I request your Excellency to let me know whether you have 
received any intelligence which states that the division of the army of 
Portugal, which Col. Grant informs me arrived at Plasencia on the 20th, 
had marched on for Ciudad Rodrigo. Col. Grant mentions that part of it 
was intended to march in that direction by Coria, but not that these troops 
hal marched. 

I sincerely wish that your Excellency had an army with which you 
could carry into execution the plan of operations of which your Excel- 
lency has given the sketch in your letter. I have always found that, 
when I have undertaken an operation which has removed me to a distance 
from the magazines of the army, the troops have starved. I have likewise 
found that when I have undertaken an offensive operation of great 
extent, and connected with the operations of the troops of Spain, the 
whole disposable force of the enemy has been turned against me with 
impunity. 

If I were to take the proposed position in the Sierra Morena, if my 
troops could survive the starvation which they would suffei', I should’ have 
Marmont, with the whole ‘ Armee de Portugal^ to act on one side of me, 
and Soult, wdth the whole army of the south, on the other, leaving a division 
to maintain the blockade of Cadiz, and another at Granada to observe 
Gen, Freyre’s corps, in the same manner as during the late expedition 
into Estremadura for the relief of Badajoz. And this collection of troops 
would he made with impunity, as the late collection was. Instead of 
alarming King Joseph in his capital there, I should be too happy to 
be able to reach again the frontiers of this Kingdom, in order to save 
my army. 

An army under the command of your Excellency might be more suc- 
cessful in all these respects : but your Excellency may depend upon the 
truth of what I have repeatedly had the honor of stating to you in con- 
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versation, and that is, tliat until the Spanish armies shall possess regular 
resources, by which they can be supplied during any operation which 
they ma,y undertake; until they are equipped in such a manner that 
casual or trifling difficulties will not impede their operations ; and until 
the troops are disciplined, as all other troops are which are produced to 
meet an enemy in the field, it is useless to think of plans of co-operation 
between this army and those of Spain, which must be founded on the 
active offensive operations of all parts of the armies of all the nations. 
I should deceive myself, and you, and the governments of both nations, 
if I were to encourage such a notion ; and, if I were to undertake the 
execution of such a plan, I should incur the risk of the loss of my army 
for no object whatever. 

To Major Gen. Peacoclce. Portalegre, 24th My, 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Mr. French, complaining 
of want of room at the depdt at Belem. 

This complaint has suggested to me an improvement in our arrange- 
ments of the depdts, which I have long had in contemplation, which is, to 
divide the depdt, having one part of it, consisting of men most nearly fit 
to join the army, at S. Julian or Cascaes, or any large healthy building in 
that part of the country ; and the other part, consisting of men just dis- 
missed from the hospital, in the barracks at Belem. Both parts of the 
depdt might he under the superintendence of the Commanding officer 
of the depot at Belem ; but he might have a Commanding officer under 
him, stationed at that part of it which would he in the neighbourhood of 
S. Julian. 

I beg you to endeavor to arrange this plan ; and you will fix with the 
medical officers at Lisbon what part of the medical department shall 
attend that part of the depot near S. Julian. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Portalegre, 24th July, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22d inst., enclosing 
a complaint of some officer, whose name is not stated, for his conduct, 
and that of some soldiers, in enforcing a billet for Lieut. Gen. Graham, 
granted by the competent authority, on the house of Senhor de Salles, 
at Lisbon. 

A billet is a legal order, from a competent authority to the person to 
whom it is addressed, to provide lodging for the bearer of it ; and Senhor 
de Salles, to whom this order was addressed, refused to obey it ; and the 
complaint is, that the British officer, whose name is not stated, enforced 
the legal order of the Portuguese authority. I am at a loss to know what 
I am to do upon the statement of this case by the complainant himself, 
and by his friends, the Judge of the Police, the Magistrate of the Barrios, 
and the Sec. of State. 

It is impossible that the case can be made worse than it is by those who 
have already inquired into it; and there may, and probably will, be 
denials, justifications, and reasons given for much of the imputed mis- 
conduct; but I have no hesitation in declaring, that if I were to pro- 
nounce judgment, even upon the aggravated statements which I have read, 
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all of them on one side of the question, I should honorably acquit this 
unknown officer. I am ready to admit that it is very disagreeable to 
receive strangers into the house in which a family reside ; but it must 
also be admitted that it is very disagreeable to become the prey of the 
conqueror, and to be ‘hewers of wood and drawers of water ’ to the com- 
mon enemy of mankind. On the other hand, it is not very agreeable to 
come to a foreign country to seek the enemy in defence of that country, 
and to leave our houses and our properties in order to assist in saving the 
houses, the properties, and the honor of strangers. 

The law of Portugal has provided that officers and soldiers shall he 
billeted upon private houses, and has inflicted this inconvenience upon 
individuals as one of the burdens resulting from the contest in which the 
country is engaged to save all from the tyrant; and during the whole 
time that I have been in Portugal, in every town in which thousands have 
been billeted, I can recollect but one complaint on the subject of billeting, 
excepting at Lisbon. Having read, however, the inflammatory report of 
the Judge of Police, and of the Juiz dos Barrios, and of the Sec. of State, 
on the complaint of Senhor de Salles, I am not astonished that complaints 
on this subject should be frequent at Lisbon, where, if they did not 
receive encouragement from these high authorities, there ought, and 
would he none. This complaint, however, has at last brought the point 
to issue, which I discussed in my letters to you of the 31st Dec. 1810, 
and of the 3d Jan. 1811. There is law in Portugal, or there is not If 
there is law, it must be enforced in respect to the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, as well as in respect to the British army. 

The inhabitants of Portugal have duties to perform, and obligations 
have been imposed upon them by the law, in the critical situation in which 
their country is placed, of which one is to furnish lodging to the officers 
and soldiers of the army upon the orders, called billets, of a magistrate. 
I beg to know from the government whether the performance of these 
duties and obligations is to be enforced ; or whether the people of Lisbon 
in particular are to be exempt from them, and are to be encouraged by 
the magistrates to resist the law and the performance of these obligations, 
where the convenience of a British General officer is concerned. 

I have long seen the inutility of complaining to the government on the 
conduct of any of the public servants. Indeed I have found it an useless 
waste of time to address them on any subject whatever; and therefore I 
shall not trouble you to make any complaint of the conduct of the Judge 
of the Police in this transaction, who, instead of endeavoring to conciliate 
in a case in which a General of the ally of the Prince was concerned, or, 
as was his duty, instead of enforcing the necessary law of the hiliets, has 
done every thing in his power, in his report, to aggravate the supposed 
cause of complaint, and has become an advocate instead of a judge. The 
case, however, is so flagrant, and the conduct of the magistrate has Ibeen 
so improper, and there has been manifested a spirit so. hostile to the al- 
liance, and so different from that which ought to exist, that, if I could 
entertain any hopes that the truth would reach the Prince Eegent of Por- 
tugal, I would address His Eoyal Highness upon the subject. 

I only hope that the time is not far distant when the British army, tired 
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of such conduct, will impart to the British nation the disgust which it 
must occasion, as well as the desire to leave to its fate a country in which, 
by the government and the higher orders, they have been so unworthily 
treated. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Portalegre, 24th July, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of the names of the oj0&cers of the 
K, G. L, who have subscribed 279 Spanish dollars for the liberation of the 
Portuguese captives in Algiers. I likewise subscribed the sum of 500 
dollars ; and I have directed the Commissary Gen. to pay these sums to 
the Portuguese government. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Portalegre, 24th July, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 18th. From the intelligence which 
you have enclosed, I don’t think that Soult’s design is quite clear. The 
Spaniards are as extraordinary in their mode of acquiring and detailing 
intelligence as they are in every thing else. The whole world have seen 
the letters from Soult, in which he detailed his plan of operations in case 
he should be reinforced. He has been reinforced, and he has besides at 
his elbow the ^Armee de PortugaV But they forget this plan of Soult’s ; 
and the people who are employed to procure intelligence, and those who 
receive it, are as wild in their notions as if they had not the advantage of 
a knowledge of the enemy’s design from himself. I acknowledge, how- 
ever, that I have not yet received any intelligence which makes it quite 
clear whether Soult is about to push his attack upon Cadiz, or to make 
one upon Carthagena. But the march of the 5th corps, which has cer- 
tainly quitted Estremadura, will show what his plan is. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from and my answer. 

This gentleman is as loose and as light as any Spaniard I know. He 
possesses all the defects of the Spanish character, with better temper and 
better manners than the Spaniards have in general; hut in want of fore- 
sight he beats them all. 

In respect to money for the Spaniards, I beg you will recollect that you 
don’t expend a shilling at Cadiz which does not take so much from the 
military chest of this army, from which disbursements to a considerable 
amount are likewise making constantly on account of the Spanish govern- 
ment. We have never been in such distress as at present, and I can de- 
vise no means of relieving it. The Cortes and Spanish government, if they 
could look at their real situation, ought before now to have adopted a plan 
for the relief of their finances, instead of which it is a subject of joke for 
Castanos, We have forced this measure upon the Portuguese govern- 
ment, and in the course of a very short time their finances will be in a 
very flourishing state, if I can contrive to pay them any part of the sub- 
sidy in money with any degree of regularity. But this is impossible, and 
still more so to support our own army, if we are to give money to the 
Spaniards, either by way of loan or of gift. There would be no difficulty in 
either if the Spanish government would arrange the American questions ; 
but they will not do this; and in my opinion to give them specie is 
impossible. 
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I am much, afraid that it is too late to call in the Princess of Brazil to 
the Regency; hut^^ as I before told you, I approve of that measure, 
having altered my opinion upon it. I don’t think there is any reason to 
apprehend evils from her influence over the Portuguese government. 1st ; 
I don’t think that she would have any influence; and next, if she had, I 
have brought matters almost to that state that it is nearly indifferent what the 
Portuguese government do ; and indeed I never give myself the trouble 
of writing to them, or of consulting their opinion on any subject whatever. 

The AM, to Lieut, Gen, Sir S, Cotton, Bart, 5i4th July, 1811. 

In reference to a letter I have received from Lieut. CoLElley, enclosing charges 

preferred by Major , 1st hussars, K. G, L., against Major — — of that corps, 

I am to acquaint you the Commander of the Forces is desirous that this matter 
should be inquired into a little, and such measures should be taken as you in your 
judgment shall think fit to settle the difference that has occurred between the two 
officers in question, without a General Court Martial being resorted to. His Ex- 
cellency is of opinion that it would be a pity to lose a good officer, which Major 
is said to be, by a momentary fit of passion, which has produced this con- 
duct. I enclose the papers, which you will be pleased to return, being originals. 

7%e A.G, to Ueuf. J),A,A.G, July, 1811. 

In reply to your letter of the 16th inst., 1 beg to acquaint you that the manner 
in which you return men as missing, without being able to give any further expla- 
nation, is very unsatisfactory to his Excellency the Commander of the Forces. 
Having received a party in charge, you ought to be able to account most clearly 
for every man belonging to it; and unless you take steps to find out what is be- 
come of those men you have returned missing, you will be obliged yourself to go 
in search of them. 

To Major Gen. Houstoun. Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

I am concerned to receive so bad an account of your health ; but you 
must go, if you can’t stay ; and I have only to lament that we are so un- 
lucky as to lose you. Including yourself, we shall have 9 General officers 
gone, or going immediately, and 5 more want to go. As, however, the 
regulations of the army are applicable to all, I request you to send me the 
usual application for a medical board on your case, after whose report the 
whole transaction will be in a regular train. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

I enclose the answers to two complaints from Coimbra, which you 

recently transmitted to me, against Capt. , of the — regt., and Mr. 

, of the Commissariat, from which you will observe, that there was 

originally but little ground for complaint, and that, as usual, the Portu- 
guese authority that complained never intended, and did not wish, to 
substantiate his complaint. 

While writing upon this subject, I can’t avoid observing, that the per- 
sons in authority at Lisbon have appeared to me lately to encourage these 
frivolous, and generally groundless, complaints from the officers of the 
government, to which I am induced to attribute the number of them which 
I have lately received; at the same time that those who make them mani- 
fest the usual disinclination to substantiate them. I have strong reason to 
believe that they are generally without foundation ; as I have for some 
time observed a visible improvement intheconductpf the soldiers towards 
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the people of the cotmtry, and certainly, those crimes, for which so many 
soldiers of this army have been executed, now occur but rarely. It can’t 
he credited that the soldiers who shared their provisions with the in- 
habitants of the country, to save them from starving, should afterwards 
ill treat the same inhabitants ; and I am therefore very apprehensive that 
the frequency of groundless complaints lately is to be attributed to the ex- 
citement of the spirit of complaint by the government However, 1 shall 
continue, as I have hitherto done, to inquire into every case brought for- 
ward which appears to aiford ground for inquiry ; and I hope that the 
Portuguese government will discover, before it is too late, that the mode 
of saving their country is not to excite discontent against the British 
nation, by whose assistance alone tliey can be saved. 

To Mawhal Sir W. C. BeresM^ Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

In my opinion, it is necessary that Austin should continue to incur the 
expenses for intelligence. 

I have called for fresh returns of payments to the army, and have in- 
formed Mr. Stuart that I shall never cease to represent upon this subject 
till the whole arrears are cleared off. 

I am so confused with the numbers of the regiments of the Portuguese 
cavalry, that I don’t know one from another, or what regiments are in 
brigades together. I understood that the 6th and 9th cavalry were at 
Estremoz, and were the cavalry allotted for the garrison of Elvas, to 
which place it was desirable they should go,, as Estremoz is in the line of 
our cantonments. Barbacena’s brigade is in our 2d division of cavalry, 
and has been put into Elvas and Campo Maior, as its cantonments, and to 
assist the cavalry of those garrisons in preserving their communications. 

The militia of Lower Beira must continue assembled; hut I have no 
objection to half a company at a time having leave, provided the other 
half company remains with the regiment complete. 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken about our 
parade ; we shall now be complete in every thing. 

To Vice Adm. tbe Hon. G. Berkeley. Portalegre, 25tli July, 1811. 

I have received your 2 letters of the 22d inst., and I am much obliged 
to you for the information which they contain, 

I have directed that the train and stores may he disembarked from the 
ships in the Douro ; hut it is desirable that the ships should remain for 
the present in that river. The ship of war which convoyed them thither 
might he employed on any other service you might think proper. I am 
obliged to you for sending the detachment of artillery to Oporto. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon, G, Berkeley; Portalegre, 25tli July, 181 L 

The Prince of Orange is about to take advantage of the army being in 
cantonments for a short tithe, to visit Cadiz, and even, eventually, Gib- 
raltar, if the winds should be favorable. He proposes to go to Cadiz by 
Ayamonte; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you can make it 
convenient to have a ship of war at Ayamonte to take him to Cadiz, and 
thence to Gibraltar, if it should be expedient for him to go there, and to 
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bring him back to Ayamonte; the same vessel to take our monev at 
either, or both places, if there should be any at Gibraltar. The Prince 
of Orange will be at the mouth of the Guadiana about Thursday or Friday 
next, and I shall recommend him to the Commanding officer in Algarve, 
Col. Austin. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Portalegre, 25tli July, 1811. 

Cadogan has desired me to write to you about his brother, a Captain in 
the 71st regt., whom he is very desirous of having sent out here, in order 
to do duty with his regiment. He is very low down among the Captains, 
and, as Commanding officer of the regiment, Cadogan cannot order him 
to join the battalion in Portugal. But, if he could be sent out in any 
manner, he would he very glad to have an opportunity of instructing him 
in his duty. 

I have got the army under cover from the sun for a little time, till the 
reinforcements shall come up and some of our numerous wounded shall 
recover, and while the preparations are making for an enterprise which I 
intend, if possible, to try ; and, as usual, all the officers of the army want 
to go home, some for their health, others on account of business, and 
others, I believe, for their pleasure. 

Gen. Spencer is going, because Gen. Graham has come from Cadiz; 
Gen. Nightingall is gone ; Gen. W. Stewart, Gen. Lumley, Gen. Howorth, 
and Col. Mackinnon, likewise, on account of their health ; Col. Beckwith 
likewise going for the same cause : Gen. De Grey has asked to go, be- 
cause he has put his shoulder out ; and I have this morning an application 

from — — ^ for leave to go, as his spleen is out of order. To this 

list add Gen. Dunlop, Gen. Hay, Gen. Cole, and Gen. Alex. Campbell, 
who have applied to go to settle their affairs ; and you will see how we 
shall stand for want of General officers. Gen. Leith still absent. I have 
also innumerable applications for leave from officers of all ranks. Till 
we can get the minds of the officers of the army settled to their duty we 
shall not get on as we ought. 

To Lieut- Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Portalegre, 25t.h July, 1811. 

Lieut. Col. Colhcrne of the 66th regt. (who also, by the bye, is going 
home for his health) has sent me word that he is very desirous of remain- 
ing with this army ; and with this view, of effecting an exchange with 
Lieut. Col, Boss, of tKe 52d, who it appears is going to Ceylon with Gen. 
Brownrigg. I don’t know any body so fit to succeed Ross in the command 
of the 52d as Colbornej Arbuthnot being, I am afraid, in such a state of 
health as to render it hopeless that he will ever be able to take the com- 
mand of the regiment in the field. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Portalegre, 35th July, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22d, enclosing a 
paper regarding arrears of pay to the Portuguese troops ; and I have 
called for returns to show whether the statements in that paper are cor- 
rect, and for returns to he mtde every 3 days of the state of the payments, 
till the whole of the arrears are paid off. As the British government 
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supply the pay for 30,000 officers and men, and the gratuity for the 
officers of the army, and the subsidy, is not, and has never been, in arrear, 
the pay of the 30,000 officers and men, and the gratuity to the officers of 
the army, ought never to have been in arrear, whatever may have been 
the financial distresses of the government, if the subsidy had not been 
misapplied. I shall continue to give you information on this subject till 
I shall find that the arrear is entirely paid off. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 23d $ and I entirely concur with 
you, that, till the Junta de Viveres are abolished in toto^ the new subsidy 
cannot be given to tbe Portuguese government. You may proceed on 
the principle of all tbe letters which I have written to you on this subject, 
with a certainty that I shall concur with you. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

I wrote to you on the 20th to request that you would urge the Com- 
manding officer at Cadiz to have 1600 barrels of gunpowder embarked, 
and in preparation to be sent to us, if Sir W. Beresford should require 
them. I find that we shall not want this powder; and I shall he obliged 
to you if you will tell the Commanding officer at Cadiz that the prepara- 
tion may be discontinued, and that the powder may be relanded. 

To Lord Eldon, Lord High Chancellor, Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy and translation of a letter which I 
have received from Gen. Blake, in answer to one which I wrote to him, 
to transmit the resolutions of the Houses of Lords and Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland of the *lth June, on the subject of the battle of 
Alhuera. 

\A Utter in similar te/ms to the Mt, Bon, the Speaker of the Bomi of Comimm,} 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Portalegre, 25th July, 181 1. 

I enclose the last weekly state, likewise the morning state of the troops 
in the field of the 23d inst. 

The 12th light dragoons, the 26th, 28th, 32d, llth, 3d batt., and 95th 
regts., are not included in the latter, not having yet joined the army. 

I have given leave to Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer to go to England, at 
his own desire, in consequence of Lieut. Gen, Graham having arrived at 
Lisbon to join the army in the field. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

The enemy’s cavalry left Merida on the mornrng of the 17th, and Major 
Cocks’ piquets were in that town shortly aftervards. 

The enemy have since continued their march upon Almaraz ; and, on 
the 20th, one division of infantry had arrived at Plasencia, which town, I 
imagine, will he the farthest advanced of their cantonments on the right 
of the Tagus. On the same day Marshal Marmont was at Almaraz, and 
other divisions had marched from Truxillo, in the same direction. One 
division of infantry and some cavalry still remained at Truxillo, according 
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to the last accounts. The 5 th corps had broken up in Estremadura, and 
marched towards Andalusia. 

The allied army under my command have taken up the cantonments 
towards which I informed your Lordship in my last dispatch they were 
marching. 

I have reason to believe that the French troops did meet with a check 
in an attack which they made on a detachment from the army of Galicia 
at Puente de Orvigo, on the 24th of last month. 

There is nothing new in the north. King Joseph was at Yalladolid on 
the 10th, and proceeded on the 12th on his journey towards Madrid. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Portalegre;, 25th July, 1811. 

I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the letter which I addressed 
to your Lordship on the 6th June, in regard to the want of powder in this 
country. It is very desirable that the 4000 barrels therein required should 
be sent out at an early period, and that arrangements should be made to 
send out hereafter 2000 barrels in addition to that quantity. 

TheA.G. to CapL — , D.A.A.G. 25th July, 1811. 

In consequence of the enclosed report from Lieut. Col. Elley, I am directed by 
the Commander of the Forces to desire that you will be more attentive in the 
conduct of the duties of the 2d division of cavalry in future, otherwise his Excel- 
lency will be obliged to adopt more serious measures. 

Tf*e A.G» to Lieut Col EUey^ A*A*G^ 25th July, 1811. 

I have written this day, by order of the Commander of the Forces, a reprimand 

to Capt , D. A. A. G., for his neglect of duty in the 2d division of cavalry, 

and I trust it will he a sufficient warning to him in future. 

In reference to your last state, I am aware that you made it out by brigades, in 
consequence of the new arrangement in the cavalry ; hut in future you will send 
it as has been already pointed out. Major Gen. Slade has been regular in his 
returns ; but I have heard nothing of Brig. Gen. Madden’s, and have written to 
him strongly accordingly. 

The A.G, to Lieut* Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart 25th July, 1811. 

In reply to your letter and enclosures from Major Gen. — — , his certificate has 
been referred to the Inspector General of hospitals, who will order a Medical board 
to report on his case on the Major General’s arrival at Cabe 9 a de Vide, or Lisbon, 
and he may repair to either place, as is most convenient, I am directed also to 
remark, that the regulations on this head of service are made not only for the 
inferior ranks of the army, hut the Commander of the Forces will not allow any 
General officer to go to England whose health has not been certified by a Medical 
board. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Portalegre, 26th July, 1811. 

I write just to let you know that the powder, deficient of the quantity 
necessary for our object, will be sent from Lisbon to Oporto without lose 
of time. 

To Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville. Portalegre, 26lh July, 181 L 

I have received your letter of the 24th. The placing the 77th in your 
brigade is only a temporary arrangement, to make it of due strengtii till 
tbe 1st batt 5th regt. shall arrive, when that battalion will he sent to you, 
and the 77th removed. 
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To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Poitalegre, 26tb July, 1811. 

I enclose two letters, which I beg you to send by an officer to the Juiz 
de Fora at Sabugal, and desire the Juiz de Fora to send a trusty person 
with one to Almeida, and another person, on whom he can depend, .with 
that for Don J. Sanchez to Fuente Guxnaldo, where will be found a de- 
’ tachment of his troops. 

To Major Gen, tbe Hon. G. L. Cole. Portalegre, 26tb July, 1811. 

The scene shifts in this extraordinary war so frequently, and so many 
unexpected circumstances occur affecting our situation, that it is difficult 
to say at what period it is possible to allow an officer to quit the army. 

I have now an enterprise in progress, which, in the course of a short 
[ time, will bring us all out of our cantonments, and, if it should be suc- 
I cessM, will give a new turn to affairs. You ought not to go now, there- 
fore. Whether you can go in winter will depend upon circumstances and 
events, for which I cannot answer, and upon which you had better delay 
to determine till you shall see how affairs stand. 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K..B. Portalegre, 26th. July, 1811. 

I concur entirely with you about Dickson’s merits,^ and I will endeavor 
to get for him the rank of Major. The manner in which he was employed 
at the two sieges of Badajoz, and that in which he is now employed, will 
make a distinction in his case, of which I will avail myself in my recom- 
mendation of him to head quarters. 

I shall leave two divisions in Alentejo, unless the 5th corps should cross 
the Tagus to co-operate with the ^ Armee de PortugaV in impeding our 
enterprise. 

We are a good deal embarrassed in our cantonments by your sick horses. 
Would it not he desirable to move away every thing of this kind as far to 
the rear as Evora, where they would be well supplied, and quite out of our 
way? 

I hope to send up the account of your commissariat expenses for feed- 
ing the Portuguese troops to the 24th June, from the 25th April. This 
will give the best estimate of the expense for future months. 

In the mean time Mr. Kennedy has furnished me with an estimate of 
the expense of feeding 2000 men and 2000 horses for 30 days, which 
amounts to 41 contos of rm, £11,050 sterling. If we feed 16,000 men 
and 1600 horses, the expense will be £88,000 per mensem^ which is some- 
thing more than double the amount of the charge for April, in which was 
not included transport to the expense magazine. However, the actual 
charge will probably not amount to this sura. 

1st; we don’t feed 1600 animals: and 2dly; some of the articles esti- 
mated are not always paid for, such as wood ; and others, such as wine, 
and sometimes forage, are not always issued: hut I should think that the 
actual charge would not amount to much less than £70,000 per mensem. 

To the Rt Hon. H. Wellesley. Portalegre, 26tli July, 1811. 

I enclose my last dispatch. Since writing it I have received accounts 

* See note at p. 91. 


PORTUGAL. 


189 


that Bessi^res had brought 10,000 or 12,000 men to Benavente, in con- 
sequence of which Santocildes had retired one march behind Astorga, 

The Prince of Orange is going to Cadiz, and 1 shall give him a letter 
of introduction to you. 

The A,G. to CoL Waters, A.JI.G, 26th July, 181L 

I have the honor to enclose you a communication I have just received from the 
Military Secretary to the Commander of the Forces; and I recommend most 
strongly to all the officers of the department a very careful revision of the copies 
of G. Os. that are sent from the office with the original, in order that no error 
should arise which gives the character of inaccuracy to our mode of conducting 
the business of the department. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Portalegre, 27th July, 1811. 

I am very much annoyed by — *s conduct. By this unfortu- 

nate obstinacy he will he in a had scrape, and he deserves that an effort 
should he made to save him; hut no man can be allowed to insult his 
Commanding officer. 

I did not recollect that I had told you that Capt. Byrne should go 
home, I am convinced there is no reason why he should go; hut if I 
told you he should, he shall go; and I must write to the Sec. at War by 
next post, to say that I had allowed him to go. He must have leave, 
however, for only 2 months. 

I am concerned to hear of the had condition of the 13th dragoons. I 
must make a movement to our left, and place the greatest part of the 
army, and at least your division of cavalry, on the other side of the Tagus ; 
hut, if the 13th dragoons are in such had condition, they must he left be- 
hind, and we must take- the 14th instead. I must take some decided steps 
about the 13th dragoons. It is too bad that they in particular should be 
so unfit for service. 

To Col. Austin. Portalegre, 27th July, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 21st. Gen, Castanos certainly in- 
formed me of the intention of the cavalry of the 5th army to return 
through Portugal into Estremadura ; but I concluded that of course they 
would wait for a military route before they would march, and that, till 
that was called for, I did not think it necessary, or rather it did not occur 
to me, to apprise you of this march. 

I now enclose you the route, and beg you to fill up the days, and ap- 


G. 0 . Portalegre. 27th My. 1811. 

2, The Commander of the Forces is happy to have it in his power to pardon — — — - — , 

and ■ — not only because these men have made every restitution in their power to the 

owners of the property stolen, but likewise because he has great satisfaction in stating that 
odences of this description are now but rarely committed. 

3. The conduct of the 57th regt. also in the battle of Albuera, on the I6th May, has 
likewise rendered the Commander of the Forces anxious to be able to pardon these men, in 
order that the regiment might avoid the disgrace of their public execution. 

5. Upon reference to the Mutiny Act, the Paymasters and Commissaries of the army 
will see that they cannot swear to their accounts before the Dep. Judge Advocate; and 
upon reference to their instructions, Paymasters of regiments will see that they may swear 
to their accounts before the magistrate of any town, but not before the Dep, Judge 
Advocate. 
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prise tlie British Commissary at Beja, when they will pass each 
place, that they may be prepared. 

To Lietit. Gen, Gmham. Portalegre, 27th July, 1811. 

I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 24th last night ; and 
I write to let you know that there is no reason why you should hurry 
yourself from Lisbon. 

Upon a comparison of the strength which we can bring upon one point 
with that which the enemy can collect in Castille, I think I have a chance 
of succeeding in taking Ciudad Rodrigo, and the preparations are in pro- 
gress for that enterprise. I can certainly undertake nothing else at present 
which would at all improve the situation of the allies in the Peninsula ; 
and, adverting to the facility with which the French march corps from 
one side of the Peninsula to the other, and to the little detriment to their 
interests which results from the abandonment of a province or Kingdom 
to collect a large force against us, I must consider it not improbable that 
I shall be obliged to abandon the enterprise. The preparation for it, 
however, will take up a considerable time, and you will see that there is 
no occasion for your hurrying yourself. We have reports, as usual, that 
Ciudad Rodrigo is hut ill supplied with provisions, for which I believe 
there is no more foundation than for these reports in genei*al. It may he 
advisable, therefore, that we should approach the place a little earlier than 
I at first intended; and with this view, and because the whole of Mar- 
mont’s army have crossed the Tagus, I am sending more troops across, 
and I have it in contemplation to make a general movement to our left. 

Soult certainly intends to avail himself of the large force he now has in 
the south to make an effort against the position of the allies at Cadiz, or 
to obtain possession of Carthagena. I don’t think it quite clear which 
plan he will follow. He has certainly sent to Granada the division of the 
4th corps which was lately in Estremadura, and, it is said, some troops 
under Latour Maubourg; but I believe these last are cavalry only, 
which would not be of much use in an attack upon the Isla de Leon. 
These reinforcements may have been sent to enable Leval (who I believe 
now commands the 4th corps) to keep Frey re in check, as this last Ge- 
neral had lately made some progress, and had got as far as Guadix. I am 
inclined to believe he will attack Cadiz, as I have not heard that any of 
the heavy ordnance moved out of Badajoz has been sent from Seville to- 
wards Granada, and I suspect that it is going down the Guadalquivir 
unobserved by those who are employed to procure intelligence for the 
Spanish government. 

I have written to my brother about the state of the works on the Isla 
de Leon ; but, from all I see and hear, I am very apprehensive that the 
affairs of Spain are nearly irretrievable. There is no money, and there 
are no means of getting any, and there are no disciplined troops. Even 
if we should strike a fortunate blow, I fear that we should do them no good. 

Till Soult’s design upon Carthagena is manifest, nothing can be more 
absurd than to send Blake’s corps into Murcia, where they have already 

20.000 men opposed to 5000 French, which may have been increased to 

12.000 by the first reinforcement from Estremadura, and probably to 
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14,000 by the last. My opinion is, that Blake^s corps should be em- 
ployed either in the Sierra de Honda or in the Condado de Niebla, as this 
may be depended upon (although the Spaniards will not admit it), that 
they may increase the corps in Murcia to any extent they please; but 
they will not be able to drive the French out of Granada. The strength 
of their corps in Murcia, therefore, ought to be fixed with a view to a 
defensive war in a very strong country, and should he increased in pro- 
portion as the enemy, by the increase of his force, and his other measures 
in that quarter, should manifest a design to attack Carthagena, 

A force stationed in Niebla, or the Sierra de Honda, would always have 
a secure retreat. From either situation they would threaten Seville, 
which is the foundation of the enemy’s existence in the south of Spain. 
In Niebla they would be in direct communication with us, and they might 
be equipped in such a manner as to render it quite impossible for Soult 
to move all his troops, with impunity, upon us; and from Niebla or La 
Honda the troops might be brought to Cadiz, with facility, if wanted. 
But this plan will not be adopted, because it does not afford ground for 
any body to boast for a few days that the enemy will be overthrown, and 
that the southern provinces of Spain will be relieved. 

The A,G» to Lieut, Burke, late 4i5ith 27th July, 1811, 

In answer to your letter addressedto the Commander of the Forces, I am toin- 
formyou that you are a deserter from the army, and as such are not entitled to pay 
from the period of your desertion, and you forfeit what was due to you previous to 
your committing that crime. At your own desire, after you had been superseded, 
the Commander of the Forces intended to have brought you to trial before a 
General Court Martial for your offence, in hopes you would have been able to 
justify yourself; but when the Court was assembled, they could not proceed to your 
trial, as you said you were insane. Under these circumstances the Commander of 
die Forces has ordered you to Lisbon, meaning to send you to England by the 
first opportunity, as after what has occurred his Excellency cannot consider it 
proper that you should be at large near to the enemy’s army. On arrival at the 
depot in England, the Commander of the Forces concludes H.R.H. the Com- 
mander in Chief will permit your going about your own concerns. 

The A,G, to the A,G, of the Forces, Horse Guards, 27th July, 1811, 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to enclose to you for the in- 
formation of H.H.H, the Commander in Chief, a letter that has been received from 
Lieut. Burke, late of the 45tli regt, who was superseded some time since for 
desertion to the enemy, hut has since fallen into our hands again, as also the copy 
of an answer this gentleman has received. I have further to state that Lord 
Wellington has ordered him to Lisbon, from whence he will be sent to the depot 
at the Isle of Wight, his expenses home being defrayed ; and on arrival he will wait 
such further instructions as H.H.H. the Commander in Chief may think proper to 
give concerning him. 

The A,G, to Lieut, Col, Lord Blantyre, 42d regt, 27th July, 1811. 

I have laid your Lordship’s letter and enclosures from Lieut Col.— , of the • 
— regt, before the Commander of the Forces ; and you will be pleased to acquaint 

Capts. and , that his Excellency feels much concern that they are in 

bad quarters, but the same disagreeable circumstance happens occasionally to 
every officer in the army, and frequently to have no quarters at all in the situa- 
tions in which his duty obliges him to he : and the only rule which his Excellency 
knows of for quarters is, that every officer must be where his duty requires his 
presence, whatever may be the accommodation afforded at that place, or the 
nature of it compared with the accommodation of others. When large bodies of 
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troops are quaiiered in a town, tLe detail would be endless if the quarters for regi- 
ments and companies were not allotted by streets, and every ofncer in this case 
must be quartered in the streets of his company and regiment. However, the 
Commander of the Forces will be glad if your Lordship sees any arrangement 
that can be made to render the accommodation of the above gentlemen com- 
fortable. 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Portalegre, 28th July, 1811, 11 a.m. 

The orders were sent from hence, I believe, 2 days ago, for you to 
inarch, not exactly with a view to a mere change of cantonments, but to 
a service which I think it probable you will be able to perform : I will 
explain it more fully when I shall see you, which will probably be in a 
day or two. The fact is, that I am about to move the whole army farther 
to the left, and I want to get your division in your old place at the head 
of our cantonments. Murray will send the orders by your aide de camp; 
and I wish that, if you can with convenience, you would go to-morrow. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Portalegre, 28th July, 1811. 

Upon referring to your letter of the 28th to Murray, I observe that 
you complain that the soldiers receive their balances at the dep6t at 
Belem. I rather think that you must be mistaken with regard to this 
fact. They may receive money, necessaries, &c., at Belem ; hut I con- 
ceive that they can’t, under existing orders, receive the balance due on 
their accounts. Let me know how this fact stands. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berlceley. Portalegre, 29th July, 1811. 

Lord Blantyre has written to me to propose to transfer to the navy a 

hoy by the name of — — , who is so prone to desertion that they 

can’t keep him with the 42d regt. I have sent him to the Provost at 
Lisbon; and, if you have no objection to taking him, I request you to 
desire Gen. Peacocke to send him on hoard any ship you please, and I 
will discharge him from the 42d. He will not he at Lisbon for some 
days. 

The A,G* to Major Gen, JR, Craufurd^ Light division, 29th July, 1811. 

In reference to your letter and enclosure from Lieut. Col. MLeod, of the 4Sd 
regt, there is no document in this office, or any Gazette notification of the appoint- 
ment of the officer alluded to ; and it never has been permitted by his Excellency 
that^ any officer should leave the army until his promotion has been made known 
to him through the official channel. 


G. O. Portalegre, 28 th July, 1811 . 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests that means may be adopted in all the can- 
tonments of the troops to keep them clean and healthy. 

2. The ofial of the animals killed for food should be destroyed by slack lime, and if 
that article cannot be procured, it should be buried. 

3. One or more necessaries should be made for each regiment, to which all the men should 
be obliged to resort, and. slack lime should be thrown into them every second day. 

4. The streets occupied by each regiment^ and the communications with them, should be 
swept every morning, and the heaps of dung and filth in the unoccupied spaces in all the 
towns in Portugal should be destroyed by slack lime. 

6. Sentries should be placed over the several fountains in the towns, in order to prevent 
persons from dirtying the water, or from accumulating dirt in their neighbourhood. 

6. The Commissaries attached to the several brigades are requested to procure a quau- 
tUy of slack lime, for which the quarter masters of the several regiments are to make requi- 
sitions for these purposes. 
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To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Portalegre, 30th Jwly, 181 1. 

I am very mucK distressed by the contents of Lieut. Bell’s letter of the 
28th to Gen. Murray; and I beg that in future the G, O. of the army 
may be attended to in the Light division, which require that, when a 
soldier is so unwell as to be unable to march, he should be sent to the 
general hospital. I am perfectly aware of the inconvenience and loss 
of numbers attending this order, but I am also aware of the impossibility 
of finding conveyance for the removal of an accumulation of sick with 
the several divisions of the army, at the moment it may be necessary to 
order them to march; and I am convinced that the loss of numbers would 
eventually be greater than it can be under the system which has been 
ordered. 

I would also beg to draw your attention to the order which was issued 
only on the 23d inst., in regard to the immediate issue of clothing, &c., 
brought up for the troops. Obliged, as we are, to bring from Lisbon 
every article of food, and of equipment of all descriptions for the troops, 
it is impossible to find conveyance to draw after the regiments the 
clothing, &c., which they may require. What the troops want should he 
issued to them as soon as it reaches the regiments, and the means of 
conveyance should be delivered to the commissariat, to be applied to 
other purposes. Obedience to this order may sometimes be attended by 
inconveniences, hut they are trifling in comparison with the inconveni- 
ences which all would suffer from a disobedience of it. If the troops in 
the Light division are to disobey these orders, others will do the same ; 
and we shall end by being obliged to employ the means of conveyance 
which we can get in removing sick, when the General officers command- 
ing divisions should choose that they should be sent away ; and in carrying 
clothing, which the Commanding officers of regiments may find it con- 
venient to bring with tbeir regiments ; and the movements of the army 
must be cramped. 

It is very desirable that the General officers commanding divisions 
should understand that the divisions under their command respectively 
are only parts of an army, which must be governed by system and rule ; 
and that every departure from the system ordered, and the rule laid down, 
however convenient to the particular division, must be inconvenient to 
the army at large, and therefore detrimental to the service. 

I have ordered that the men of the Light division left at Gastello de 
Vide may be removed to the hospital at Abrantes, and that the clothing 
belonging to the 43d may be sent after the regiment; and I beg that it 
may be issued to the soldiers the day it reaches the regiment. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Portalegre, 30th July, 181 1. 

I have received another letter from Gen. Picton respecting the state 
of Arentschildt’s mules. You will be good enough to equip the 9 pounder 
brigade; as the others are nearly useless, and there are not enough for the 
6 pounder brigade, it would be better to send these away. 

It is very desirable that we should send to a distance from the army all 
useless animals incapable of work. Cries of want of forage are coming 
from all parts; animals with sore backs, or useless from want of condi- 

VOL. V.'^ ■ " O 
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tioB, eat as mticli hay and straw as others ; and there are numbers of the 
Portuguese army of this description mixed up with the troops. I shall 
be very much obliged to you if you will order all the disabled horses of 
the Portuguese cavalry, and the disabled mules of the artillery, to Evora, 
which will be out of every body’s way, and they will get forage there, 
and recover. 

To Major Gen, Peacocke. Portalegre, 30th July, 1811. 

Although anonymous letters in general deserve no attention, and I feel 
but little inclination to attend to the complaints of the people of Lisbon 
about billets, still, when a fact is stated against any officer, it is fit that it 
should be inquired into. I therefore enclose you the extract of an anony- 
mous letter which I have received regarding the conduct of the Paymaster 
of the — regt., in a house in which he was lately billeted at Lisbon ; 
and I request you to find out what house it was, and to go or send to the 
owner, and find out whether there was any, and what, cause to complain. 
If there was any ground for complaint, I beg you to have the story of 
the complaint taken down in writing, and to send it to me. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Portalegre, 30th July, 1811. 

I did not explain myself sufficiently in my letter to you on the subject 
of the division of the depot at Belem. I am desirous that it should be 
divided if possible ; and that the soldiers who are nearest to being fit to 
join the army should be sent to a distance from Belem, as proposed in my 
former letter. I request, therefore, that you will endeavor to arrange a 
plan for the division of the depot, notwithstanding that you have procured 
a building in the neighbourhood of the barracks at Belem which will bold 
800 men. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gastello Branco, 1st Aug.* 1811. 

As Mr. Kennedy bad written to the Commissary in Chief regarding 
our want of money, I did not think it necessary to trouble your Lordship 
upon that subject; nor should I do so now, if I did not feel the utmost 
anxiety upon it, particularly as these wants will materially affect any 
.prospect we may have of carrying on the war offensively. The army 
subsist at present almost entirely upon supplies brought from the sea- 
coast, and either imported from England, or purchased at Lisbon with 
bills drawn upon England, not to be negotiated in the Peninsula, Your 
Lordship may conceive the detail and labor, and expense of transporting 
all that such an army consumes, excepting meat and straw, so great a 
distance, by land and water conveyance, and will judge bow these must 
be increased by the increase of distance, particularly of land carriage. 
The land carriage is also materially increased in this season, in conse- 
quence of the rivers ceasing to he navigable for a great part of the course 
for which they are. usually navigable till July. 

Notwithstanding the saving of the demand for money, which has re- 
sulted from the mode in which we. have subsisted the army hitherto, I am 

* Lord Wellington was promoted to the rank of General in Spain and Portugal on the 
31st July 1811. ^ 
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sorry to say that we have not had enough to pay the army to the 24th 
June, whereas they ought to he paid, according to His Majesty’s regula- 
tions, to the 24th Aug. The h^t and forage allowances due to the officers 
of the army in March last haye not been yet paid, and the winter bit and 
forage allowances will be due in September ; and the Spanish muleteers, 
by whose aid alone we can exist at all under the system which we have 
been obliged to adopt, have generally not been paid for 6 months. 

It may be depended upon that no supplies can be procured in Spain 
without ready money to pay for them; but your Lordship will see that 
we have no means of purchasing supplies in Castiile, or any fertile district 
near which we may be able to carry on our operations ; and that we must 
still rely solely upon the long, complicated, and laborious communication 
with our magazines upon the coast, which will become more difficult and 
precarious in proportion as the distance will be increased. Under these 
circumstances, notwithstanding that ! am convinced that His Majesty’s 
government have done every thing in their power, I venture again to draw 
their attention to the subject. If so small a sum as 100,000 dollars In 
specie could occasionally be sent to this country, I am convinced it would 
have the best effects, if only in enabling the Commissary Gen. to keep 
down the rate of exchange, and increasing the confidence of monied men 
in the resources of Great Britain. 

I have heard that 2 millions of dollars for the merchants of Cadiz have 
lately arrived from Mexico ; a part of which sum, I have no doubt, will 
be secured for the use of the army : but the whole of this sum would 
scarcely defray the demands upon the military chest which I have above 
detailed to your Lordship, which must be paid in specie, besides the others 
of a contingent nature, depending upon the possibility of assuming the 
offensive ; and at all events the supplies of specie to he procured for bills 
would be increased, and would be procured at a cheaper rate, if it was 
known that any sum whatever in specie (the amount of which need not 
be stated) was periodically received from England. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. , Castello Branco, 1st Aug. 1811. 

Since I addressed you on the 25th July I have received intelligence 
which has induced me to believe that the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo was 
very ill supplied with provisions ; and that Don J. Sanchez had been more 
successful in preventing the introduction of supplies from the country 
than I had imagined the limited force under his command would have 
enabled him to he. I have therefore moved the whole army to their left, 
with the intention, if I should find the intelligence which I have received 
to be well founded, to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo immediately. If, how- 
ever, I should find it otherwise, or if, as I imagine, the enemy have within 
these last 2 days introduced a supply of provisions into the place, I pro- 
pose that the army shall take up its cantonments in Lower Beira instead 
of Alentejo, till all the preparations will he completed for the further 
operation which I intend to carry on against Ciudad Rodrigo, if circum- 
stances should permit it. , 

I propose to leave Gen. Hill, with the 2d and Gen. Hamilton’s divisions 
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of infantry, and part of Sir W. Erslcine’s division of cavalry, in the 
Alentejo, to observe the enemy’s movements on that side. 

I had been misinformed respecting the movements of the 5th corps 
when I addressed your Lordship on the 25th July. They had not then 
quitted Estremadura; but I understand they are now in march towards 
Andalusia. The ‘ Armie de Portugal ’ remain in the positions which I in- 
formed your Lordship that they occupied in my dispatch of the 25th July, 
excepting that the division at Plasencia has extended through the moun- 
tains to Be jar and Banos. 

By a letter from Gen. Silveira of the 21st July, which I received on 
the 26th, I learned that Gen. Santocildes had retired with the army of 
Galicia from the neighbourhood of Astorga to Manzanal on the llth, in 
consequence of Marshal Bessi^res having collected at Benavente a force, 
consisting of 11,000 infantry and 1500 cavalry. Gen. Santocildes in- 
tended to endeavor to maintain himself at Manzanal; and, although I have 
not heard from that quarter since the receipt of Gen. Silveira’s letter of 
the 21st, I imagine that the enemy have been satisfied with obliging 
Santocildes to retire to the mountains, as I learn from Don Julian, from 
Ledesma, on the 26th, that a detachment of Bessieres’ troops, consisting 
of 6000 men, had arrived on that day at Salamanca ; and I have since 
heard from other quarters that these same troops had moved with a convoy 
towards Ciudad Rodrigo. These two last reports, however, have not been 
confirmed from any other quarter, or by any accounts from Don Julian 
since the 26th. 

It is reported that Marshal Soult is gone to Granada ; but this report 
has not been confirmed. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Gastello Branco, 2d Aug. 1811. 

It is very evident to me that you have not before you a true statement 
of tlie case regarding the payment of soldiers in the depot at Belem ; and 
I beg you therefore to delay to give any orders, or, if you have given 
orders upon the subject, to recall them, till I shall have inquired how this 
matter really stands. It can’t be as you suppose it is. 

To Marshal Sir W. G. Beresford, K.B. Gastello Branco, 2d Aug. 1811. 

1 have received your letter of the 29th. In all the discussions which 
we have with the Portuguese, as well as the Spanish government, on the 
subject of the resources for the war, one would imagine they had no 


G. O. Gastello Branco, 2d All}?. 1811. 

1 . The Cornmander of the Forces observed that the baggage of some of the officers of the 

is conveyed upon carts, which is positively contrary to repeated orders, and he desires 

that this may, not happen again. 

2. The Commander of the Forces is likewise concerned to observe the number of sol- 
diers belonging to the — th division straggling on the march yesterday, belonging particu- 
larly to the — regt, and to the — : be refers the officers to the orders on this subject. 

3. These irregularities on the march lead to many disorders of which the consequences 
are felt in the subsequent sickness of the soldiers, and the weakness of the regiments. They 
have lately plundered honey, than which nothing can be more prejudicial to their health 
at tills season, and the use of it by the men ought to be prevented by the officers as much as 
possible. 
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interest, or a minor interest, in carrying it on; and that we were the prin- 
cipals, and that they were conferring an obligation upon ns in doing what 
is necessary, not only to preserve their independence as nations, but their 
lives and fortunes as individuals. I protest against such notions; and I 
declare again, that if I find the Portuguese government don’t allot every 
shilling of the revenue which can be so allotted to carry on the military 
operations, don’t improve their resources to the utmost, and don’t carry 
into execution the laws to bring forward the resources of the country for 
the army, I will not consent to give the increase of subsidy, and I shall 
recommend to the British government to give no more than the subsidy 
of 1810. I have long been convinced that there is no chance of success 
in this war, unless the governments and people of the Peninsula should 
exert themselves really for their own salvation ; and I shall he satisfied 
with no half measure. 1 shall he obliged to you if you will hint these 
sentiments to Dorn M. Forjaz. 

The mules which we have bought have cost us lately 150 dollars each. 

I don’t understand the answer of the Portuguese government to my 
proposition respecting Monsanto. Bon Carlos de Espafia was desirous of 
having a place in which he could lodge ammunition, &c,, to be delivered 
to the guerrillas, and which would afford him a secure retreat for the 
depots of corps, and the recruits raised in Castille and Estreraadura, in 
case the enemy should advance ; for which purpose I proposed that Mon- 
santo might be given over to him. This place has long been abandoned 
by the Portuguese government : they will not, and have it not in their 
power, to garrison it, and the enemy consequently had possession of it 
last summer ; and yet they say that Don Carlos de Espana shall have the 
place, provided a Portuguese governor and the Portuguese civil authorities 
shall remain in it. There is neither Portuguese governor nor garrison, and 
I suspect only a Juiz Ordinario. The question is, whether the govern- 
ment will give the place over to the charge of Don Carlos de Espana and 
a Spanish garrison, or whether they will not ; upon which I should be 
glad to have an answer in the affirmative or the ftegative, as soon as may 
he practicable. Of course Don Carlos will have nothing to do with the 
place, and I shall lodge no ammunition in it, under the circumstances 
proposed by the Portuguese government. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Gastello BrancOj 2d Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 26th July, and I now enclose the 
copy of my dispatch to government of yesterday. 

The opinion which you say prevails at Cadiz is very little promising; 
hut I don’t see in what manner you can combat it, or, if you could, that 
it is any concern of yours. 

Great Britain did not bring Spain into the contest. On the contrary, 
the war, in its commencement, and throughout its progress, has been 
carried on by the Spaniards without reference to our opinions, and gene- 
rally in direct contradiction to our recommendation ; and then we are to 
be blamed and abused, because, contrary to our own judgments and the 
plain dictates of military expediency, we don’t choose to enter upon wild 
and visionary schemes which we have not the means of accomplishing. 
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Tlie Spaniards forget that, by the folly and treachery of their own 
officers, they ha¥e been brought to the state in which they now find 
themselves ; and we don’t remind them sufficiently often of these circum- 
stances ; and that the cause for which we are contending is theirs essen- 
tially, whatever may be the degree of interest which we feel in it. Who 
lost the battle of Ocana, contrary to our advice and intreaties, and conse- 
quently Andalusia? Who gave up Badajoz treacherously, when we were 
moving to their assistance ? Are we to blame if the Spanish armies are 
not in such a state as that they can be opposed to the enemy ? or if the 
Cortes have neglected their duty, have usurped the powers of the ex- 
ecutive govemment, and have misspent their time in fruitless debates ? 
Are we in fault because, by the mismanagement of the American co- 
lonies, the world has been deprived of its usual supply of specie, and 
Great Britain in particular can’t find money to carry on her own opera- 
tions, or aid the allies ? 

Let any one Spanish transaction be examined, and the inexperience and 

folly of the principal people in Spain will he manifest. I apprised 

of my intention and plan for attacking Ciudad Rodrigo, and him alone ; 
the success of which depends principally upon the length of time during 
which I can keep it concealed from the enemy. Some Spanish women 
at Portalegre were apprised of the plan by him, and it must reach the 
enemy ! ! ! Yet — ~ is one of the best of them. Look at Abadia’s con- 
duct in respect to Galicia. Examine any transaction in which they have 
been concerned, and it will be found characterised by delay, weakness, 
folly, or treachery ! And then we are to be told that our political object 
is to ruin Spain ! It is rather a curious circumstance that I have received, 
in the report of a conversation between two French Generals at Salamanca, 
the account that the French attributed to us the same motives. 

I have already apprised you of my opinion of the practicability of 
assisting Spain with money ; and I now enclose you the copy of a dispatch 
which I wrote to Lord Liverpool yesterday, upon our own wants. How 
we are to get through an operation upon the fi’ontier I don’t know ; and 
if the muleteers should leave us, which they ought, there is an end to 
the war, as far as we are concerned in it, as it will be quite impossible to 
carry it on at a distance from the points at which the rivers cease to be 
navigable. 

I don’t think it quite clear that Soult has left Seville, though Austin, 
who has the best intelligence, says he has. 

The A.G, to Dr. Franck, Inspector of hospitals, 2d Aug. 1811. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint you that if it should 
appear expedient to you, to prevent slight cases of illness proceeding so far to the 
rear as Abrantes, and probably to Lisbon, to establish a receiving station here, or 
to remove the greater proportion of the depdt at Niza to this place, his Excellency 
has no objection to tlie same, and directs that you should make the arrangement 
that will best answer under present circumstances. I shall be glad when you have 
determined to know the result, to apprise the several divisions accordingly. 


To Lieut. Gen. Hill. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 


Pedrogao, 4th Aug. 1811. 
1st, and the enclosure from 
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Lieut. MackwortL ; and I now enclose the letter for Marmont, which he 
desires to have, and which I request you to forward to Truxillo if you 
can ; if not, to Badajoz. 

Desire the officer who goes with the letter to be very cautious in his 
communications with the French officer respecting the movements of the 
'army. He may say, if asked, that the cantonments have been altered, 
and that my head quarters are in a quinta near Portal egre. He must say 
that he belongs to my Staff; and, upon the whole, both because it would 
be difficult to get to Truxillo, and because it might be discovered at that 
place that we had marched, I consider it best that he should go only to 
Badajoz. . I write this letter to Marmont only because you desire it; but 
I am positively certain that it will answer no purpose whatever. 

I have been moving pretty quickly, and have not yet had time to write 
you instructions applicable to the different cases which may occur while 
we may be separated, but I will do so this day or to-morrow if I can. 

Au Marechal Marmont, Due de Raguse. Au Quartier General, ce 4 Aofxt, 1811, 

Ayant recoil hier une lettre de la part de M. le Lieut, Mackwortli, qui 
est prisonnier de guerre a Truxillo, par laquelle il m^apprend que votre 
Excellence etait disposde a le renvoyer a Farmde Anglaise si j’en fesais la 
demande, en dchange pour un officier du m^me rang, prisonnier de guerre 
en Angleterre, qui serait renvoyd de suite en France, j’ose vous prier de 
faire cet arrangement, et de me nommer Pofficier prisonniey en Angleterre 
que vous de'sirez soit renvoyd en France, et je m’engage qffiil sera ren- 
voyd de suite. 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. Pedrogao, 4th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 31st July. It is quite impossible to 
allow Gen. Harvey to go to England at present. 

The officers of the corps of guides must of course not be promoted 
over the heads of the seniors. I only wish that when their seniors shall 
be made Lieutenants, they may he made Lieutenants aggregados* 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Pedrogao, 4th Aug. 1811. 

Major Gen. Lumley’s state of health requiring his immediate return to 
England, I shall be much obliged to you if you will give directions that 
he may be accommodated with a passage in the first man of war which 
may sail for that country. 

To Vice Adm, th6 Hon. G. Berkeley. PedrogSo, 4th Aug. 1811. 

I have this day received your letter of the 30th July. I consider it 
desirable that the battalion of Royal Marines, under the command of 
Major Williams, should still be detained at Lisbon, but that all the 
marines belonging to the ships of the squadron under the command of 
your Excellency should be sent to their ships. 

To Major Gen. Needham. PedrogSo, 4th Aug, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 8th July. I concur in the recom- 
mendation of Lieut. Col. Sutton to be promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
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Golonel in the service of His Majesty, because Lieut Col. Sutton bad! 
distinguished himself in the Portuguese service, and he deserved that 
proraotion. 

Major OjSey, who has retired from the Portuguese service, is likewise 
a very good officer, and may distinguish himself likewise when he shall 
have an opportunity ; hut he has not yet had the opportunity; therefore 
I can’t recommend him for promotion. 

I am sorry that Major Offiey should feel hurt at the promotion of Lieut. 
CoL Sutton ; and particularly so, that I cannot with justice to others attend 
to your request that I should recommend Major Offiey for promotion. 

To Lieut Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. PedrogEo, 4th Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving yotxr letter of the 2d July, regarding 
Lieut. — of the — dragoons. 

I beg to observe, that in an army so large as that under my command, 
and so dispersed as it is in general, and the communications between one 
part of the country and the other being so difficult as they are in Portugal, 
it is not at all times possible to collect the members of a Court Martial, 
and the witnesses who it is necessary should attend it ; and, when a General 
Court Martial is assembled, its proceedings must necessarily be suspended 
when the army, or that division of the army to which the members belong, 
are in operation against the enemy. 

Lieut. was brought to trial in the month of September last at 

Niebla, upon charges preferred against him by Col. Sir Granby Calcraft, 
before a General Court Martial, of which Major Gen. Slade was President. 
Before the Court could conclude its proceedings the movements of the 
enemy obliged it to adjourn, and the members to return to their duty; 
and, shortly afterwards, Capt. Percy, one of the members, was taken pri- 
soner, and two others. Major Butler and Capt. de la Motte, were obliged 
to quit the country on account of their health ; and the number of mem- 
bers was reduced to a President and eleven. It then became a question, 
upon which doubts were entertained, in what manner it was legal, just, 

and proper, to proceed to the trial of Lieut. , upon which I forwarded 

the enclosed memorandum to the Judge Advocate General. 

When his answer arrived the army was again engaged in operations 
against the enemy. The regiments to which some of the members of the 
Court Martial, the prosecutor, the prisoner, and some of the witnesses 
belonged, were detached to the frontiers of Andalusia, while others were 
on the frontiers of Old Castille ; and it would have been impossible to 
assemble all the parties till the army collected in the end of June on the 
frontier of Estremadura. In the mean time, Lieut, Fox", the principal 
witness for the prisoner, was killed; and I then received the letter from 

Col. Lord E. Somerset, and its enclosure from Lieut. which I now 

transmit. 

L^pon receiving that letter I deemed it proper to pardon Lieut. , 

and to order that he might he released from his arrest, in a letter, of which 
I enclose a copy, from the Adj. General ; notwithstanding that, His Royal 
Highness will observe, by the perusal of the copy of the proceedings of 
the Court, as far as they had gone, that Jaeut, — — was not entirely free 
from blame. 
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1 am mucli concerned if any officer suffers from delay in bringing Hm 
to trial, or in bringing bis trial to a conclusion. It can be no object to 
me to delay a trial; on the contrary: but I must take care that the trial, 
when it does take place, is one in earnest, and that all the witnesses who 
can throw light on the charges are present to give their testimony, and 
that the law and the Articles of War are attended to ; and also that the 
members of a General Court Martial are with their regiments and brigades 
at the time the troops are engaged in operations against the enemy. 

If the mode of trial by Court Martial is inconvenient on active service, 
the fault is in the law, and, I hope, not in the mode in which it is carried 
into execution. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Pedrog^o, 4tli Aug. 1811, 

I have received your letter of the 16th, with the enclosure from Col. 
Hamilton. 

Our cavalry were in very had order, because they were very hard worked, 
in very bad weather, in a country in which there was very little forage. 
All the arrangements of carts could not have remedied this inconvenience. 

Mr. Kennedy, as Commissary General, is at the head of the transport 
department, and is perfectly capable of conducting it, and does conduct it 
as well as any man can. I should not wish to have anybody sent out from 
England to perform the duties now performed so well by Mr. Kennedy, 

To the Earl of Liverpool. PedrogSo, 4th Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 17th 
July, in which you have enclosed the copy of a memorandum of the 13th 
July, which you had received from H.R.H. the Commander in Chief, in 
regard to the enlistment of Portuguese recruits for the British regiments. 

The people of Portugal agree remarkably well with the British soldiers. 
I have never known an instance of the most trifling disagreement among 
the soldiers or officers of the two nations. The Portuguese soldiers eat the 
same food, and, as military men, adopt the same habits as our soldiers, 
including, in some instances, their disposition to intoxication ; and there- 
fore I should think it a preferable mode of introducing them into the 
British service, to place them indiscriminately in the same companies with 
recruits raised in His Majesty’s dominions. Each individual would then 
he more likely to conduct himself on every occasion, and in all circum- 
stances, as a British soldier. However, there is no reason to believe that 
the Portuguese soldiers, if collected in separate companies, would behave 
otherwise than well in any situation ; and, if that mode of incorporating 
them he preferred, I see no objection to it. 

I am apprehensive, however, that your Lordship is much mistaken if you 
imagine that you could increase your numbers to any great extent by the 
adoption of this measure. It could not be attempted without the consent 
of the Portuguese government; and I don’t think that they could be pre- 
vailed upon to give their consent to our enlisting a single man. 

Your Lordship is probably not aware that the whole military force of 
Portugal is raised by a conscription, not very different from that which pre- 
vails in France ; and that, according to the ancient constitution of Portu- 
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gal, every individual is obliged to serve in the regular army, in the 
militia, or in the Ordenanza, as an officer or a soldier. Those who might 
enlist to serve in the British army therefore, would, in proportion to their 
numbers, decrease the number of those liable to be called upon to serve 
in one of the Portuguese military establishments ; and this plausible reason 
would afford the Portuguese government ground for a refusal to grant 
permission to enlist recruits in Portugal, to which they would adhere. 
But if the Portuguese government should, contrary to my expectation, 
grant permission to enlist recruits, I believe that we should get hut very 
few, notwithstanding the known attachment of the people to us. 

The people of Portugal, in general, are agriculturists, and, like those of 
the same description in all other countries, are very little disposed to mili- 
tary service. As I have before stated, they are obliged by tbe ancient law 
of their country to serve, otherwise I believe that very few of them would 
be found in. the ranks ; and they are very much addicted to desertion (not 
to the enemy) in their own country, as well as in Spain. In Lisbon and 
Oporto some recruits might be got; but, to show your Lordsbip how few, 
I may mention that an attempt was made, under the patronage of the pre- 
sent Patriarch, to raise the Lusitanian Legion by enlistment, instead of by 
conscription, and two battalions were never completed ; and their losses 
by desertion were so great, and their gains by recruiting by the mode of 
enlistment so small, that in a very few months after they were raised it 
was necessary to give up the mode of recruiting by enlistment, and to allot 
the Lusitanian Legion to one of the provinces, to he completed with re- 
cruits raised within the same by conscription. The recruits for the Lusi- 
tanian Legion, however, were raised principally at Oporto, and some might 
be raised at Lisbon ; but to show your Lordship how few, and how diffi- 
cult it would be to detain in the service those enlisted there, and how 
unlikely the government would be to consent to our enlisting recruits 
there, I may mention that, even with the assistance of the conscription, 
they have never been able to keep the Lisbon regiments complete, not- 
withstanding that/ with their usual partiality to that city, they have not 
allotted the number of regiments which it ought to keep complete, accord- 
ing to any fair comparative estimate of its population ; and the recruits 
sent to those regiments desert as soon as they reach them. 

From this statement your Lordship will be able to judge of the expe- 
diency of pressing this subject on the Portuguese government. 

The A^G, to Capt. — — , D,A,A.G, 4th Aug. 1811. 

Your letter of tlie 31st ult. has been laid before his Excellency the Commander 
of the Forces, and I am directed to acquaint you that it appears to his Excellency 
tliat, from some cause or other, Lieut. Col. Elley did ncit receive the states of tbe 
division to which you are attached at the time he ought to have done, and therefore 
there was blame or accident somewhere that required explanation. Lieut. Col. 
Elley is considered as responsible for the duties of the Adj. General’s department 
with the cavahy, and it is incumbent upon him to report where the accident or 
cause for blame occurred. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Penamacor, 5th Aug. 1811. 

As I never reported to your Lordship that I entertained any intention 
to repair the fort of Almeida, I did not think it necessary to apprise your 
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Lordship that that intention had been frustrated; nor should I now advert 
to the subject, only that I observe that the measures adopted at Almeida, 
under the directions of Lieut. Gen, Sir B. Spencer, in the commencement 
of June, have attracted the attention of the public of England. 

The mines which the French Gen. Brenier had prepared, when he was 
about to evacuate Almeida, entered the rampart on a level with the Urre- 
plein of the fort, and were carried along the exterior Tev^tement, Many 
of these mines did not explode, and those which did explode did no more 
mischief than to throw into the ditch of the place the exterior 
of the rampart of that part, as low down only as the terre-plein of the 
fort The effects of the mines were so ill calculated that the ramparts 
and parapets remained entire, and, with but few exceptions, the guns in 
their places in the embrasures in the latter, and the destruction could not 
be perceived in the inside of the fort. The stone and rubbish, however, 
which were lodged in the ditches by the fall of the exterior revefement of 
the rampart afforded practicable passages into the place, nearly at all the 
points at which the mines had exploded ; hut, with this exception, and 
the destruction of one outwork in the same manner, the works of the place 
were in as good order as when I had seen them in the year 1810.' 

Under these circumstances, I proposed to the Portuguese government a 
.plan of putting the place immediately in a state to be tenable against a 
coup de main^ in order to afford time for consideration whether the ex- 
pense should be incurred thereupon for re-establishing it entirely. Al- 
though I was aware of the utility and importance of having Almeida as a 
secure post for the operations which I had in view for the campaign, yet 
I thought it not improbable that I should be obliged to remove the wdmle 
army from that part of the country ; and, for that reason, and because I 
knew from experience that the Portuguese government would adopt none 
of the measures necessary to put the place in a state to be held against a 
coup de mam^ if they entertained any hopes that I should do the work, I 
thought it proper to intimate to them that the work must he done by the 
means which they should collect themselves, and that I *must have their 
determination, and that they must collect the people immediately, 

I enclose the copy of the letter which I wrote to Mr. Stuart upon this 
occasion, on the 13th May, in answer to which I was informed that the 
Portuguese government would readily undertake the proposed work. 

On the 16th May I quitted Villar Formoso to join the troops in Estre- 
madura, having previously detached 2 divisions from the army in 
Castille; and I left with Sir B. Spencer the enclosed memorandum, 
written on the night of the 15th.* It provided for his operations, in case 
the enemy should make an irruption into Portugal upon hearing of my 
departure with the 2 divisions of the army, and for the necessity of his 
retreat; and particularly specified that Almeida should he destroyed when 
abandoned by Gen. Pack, but that it should not be abandoned Hill it 
should be necessary.’ On the 29th Mayf I made Lieut. Gen. Sir B. 
Spencer still further acquainted with my views respecting Almeida, in a 
letter which I wrote to him in answer to one in which he had informed 
me that he had set Gen. Pack’s brigade to perform the work which I had 
See p. 22. t P‘H5. 
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tliougHt necessary to render tlie place tenable against a eonp de main* 
On tbe ist June I wrote another letter^ to Lieut Gen. Sir B. Spencer, 
directing the movements which he should make in the event of the enemy 
moving to the southward; in which letter I particularly specified that 
Gen. Pack must remain at Almeida, till relieved by the expected militia 
garrison. 

It will thus appear that I ordered, on the 15th May last, that Almeida 
should be eff'ectually destroyed, if it should be necessary to abandon it, 
when I contemplated the possibility of the enemy ^s endeavor to return 
into Portugal, and of the necessity for the retreat of the troops from the 
frontiers of Castille; and that on the 1st June I ordered the movement 
of the troops on the frontiers of Castille to the southward, when I thought 
it probable that Marmont would make the movement to the southward, 
with the exception of Gen. Pack’s brigade, which I desired might remain 
at Almeida till relieved by tbe militia, %nd of tbe 5tb division, in the 
cantonments on the Upper Coa. It did not occur to me that, in tbe event 
of the enemy’s movement to the southward, it would he necessary to 
withdraw from the frontier, or to abandon Almeida, and therefore I did 
not advert to fhis possibility in my letter of the 1st June. 

It appears that Marmont made the movements in the beginning of 
June contemplated in my letter of the 1st of that month, and Lieut. Gen. 
Sir B. Spencer made those directed for the troops under his command ; 
hut, on the 7th June (the day on which Marmont marched to Moras 
Yerdes, after having thrown provisions into Ciudad Rodrigo), Gen. Pack 
withdrew from Almeida by order of Lieut. Gen, Sir B. Spencer, and 
completed its destruction, leaving still one battalion in the neighbourhood 
of that place ; from which it would appear that the abandonment of that 
place was not necessary : and T have the honor to enclose the official report 
which I have received from Sir B. Spencer, of the 14th June, on that 
subject, in answer to a letter which I wrote to him on the lltb June.f 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Penamacor, 6th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 2d Aug. I don’t recollect the pro- 
posal made against Lemos; hut I suppose it was some trick by the 
government. It appears to me that we are going backwards in the 
way of influence with these gentlemen. Let me know it officially if 
they refuse to adopt the measure you propose in respect to the military 
chest, &c. 

I enclose the state of the ammunition with the several brigades of Por- 
tuguese artillery on this side of the Tagus, from which you will see how 
things stand. I think I shall soon have a sufficient quantity of artillery 
to attach a British brigade to each division, excepting Hamilton’s, so that 
you may then keep the whole of this artillery in reserve. 

I rather think that I shall immediately close up Ciudad Rodrigo. It 
will depend upon what I shall hear this day, 

I beg you to let me know what orders you have given about the militia 
of Beira and Tras os Montes, and to what places I shall send orders for 
each of the regiments. 

See p. 62. 


t See p. 82. 
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To Lieut. Ghj. Graham. Penamacor, 6th Aug. 1811, 9 a.m. 

I have received your note of the 5th. I don’t know whether you 
received a long letter which I wrote to you from Portalegre nearly a fort- 
night ago, in which I explained the object of our movement to this side of 
the Tagus. 

I have not yet received the intelligence which I expect at every mo- 
ment, which will enable me to determine whether I shall move on upon 
Ciudad Eodrig'o immediately or not. From the tenor of that which I 
have received, however, I think I ought to move on, and I therefore re- 
commend to you to come here to-morrow. If I should leave this place, 
I shall send a note to Pedrogao in the morning early, where you will do 
well in that case to halt, and you will be able to overtake me at Sabugal 
the next day. 

To Col. O’Lawlor. Penamacor, 6th Aug. 1811, 8 p.m. 

I have just received your letter of 5 p.m. yesterday. I don’t exactly 
understand the paper which you have sent me. 

The enemy have certainly not got provisions for 2 months in Ciudad 
Rodrigo, if they have no more than you state; but I suppose what is 
stated has been introduced lately, and, with what was there before, makes 
an amount sufficient for 2 months; hut this notion does not agree with 
my other accounts. I wish, therefore, that you would make further in- 
quiries what quantities they really received, what quantities they had before, 
and for what time they have now ; and the strength of the garrison, of 
what force of each description of troops. I shall he to-morrow at Sabugal, 
and next day, probably, in front of that town. 

It is very desirable that some arrangement should he made for securing 
for us all the provisions of that part of the country, as, if we are to 
blockade that place, we must not starve. 

To . Penamacor, 6 th Aug. 1811. 

I have just received your letter of the 20th July, in which you apprise 
me of the impression so unfavorable to me in a certain quarter, from my 
having omitted to make my acknowledgments of the support I had re- 
ceived, and particularly for having been allowed to recommend a certain 
number of officers for promotion. 

You were quite correct in stating that I had expressed my acknowledg- 
ments to the office from whence the communication had proceeded ; and, 
if reference is made to the office of the Commander in Chief, it will he 
found that on the 14th May I did express what I felt upon the particular 
subject of the promotion of the officers, not in cold terms. 

It may be wrong to consider public arrangements not as matters of 
favor to any individual, and therefore not fit subjects for the acknowledg- 
ments of that individual ; and, at all events, I don’t see in what manner, 
or in what terms, an individual like me is to address the head of the na- 
tion upon such an occasion. Even if I had received a mark of personal 
favor, I should doubt the propriety of my addressing my acknowledg- 
ments direct to so high an authority; and, if it be true that the support 
of the war in the Peninsula is a public arrangement, I should he apt to 
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consider an address of acknowledgment from me as misplaced, if not 
something very near impertinence. 

It appears to me to be now too late to write any thing more on the sub- 
ject of the recommendations for promotion; but you may depend upon 
it, if another occasion should offer, I shall not fail to do what you have 
informed me would be well received. I hope that His Royal Highness 
will believe that he has not in his service -a more zealous or a more faitli- 
f 111 servant than myself. I shall serve him to the best of my ability as 
long as he may think I can promote his service ; and His Royal Highness 
will find that I shair not ask for his favor all for myself, and, I hope, 
not unreasonably for those under my command, who have a right to ex- 
pect that I should make known their pretensions. 

The A, G, to LiettL CoL A.A,G,j Cavalry, 6th Aug, 1811. 

I am under the necessity of again drawing your attention to my original in- 
structions upon the subject of the daily states of the Cavalry divisions. The late 
daily states forwarded from the cavalry 1 now enclose you, and you will perceive 
the total impossibility of my complying with the wishes of the Commander of the 
Forces in making up a general daily state of the army, when the divisional states 
are forwarded in so very irregular a manner. In order to prevent a recurrence of 
this irregularity, which is attended with such very serious inconvenience, I beg in 
the first instance that you will give directions to all the corps in your divisions to 
transmit (whatever may be the distance) their daily states direct to you, from 
which you will have the goodness to cause your daily state of the divisions to he 
made up agreeably to the form already pointed out. To enable you to comply 
with this, I now enclose you a copy of the last state, as entered in my general 
return; and should unavoidable delay exist, in your receiving the states from the 
several brigades or corps, you will, as regularly as opportunities may admit, forward 
to my office a copy of your last state, thereby enabling me to complete the general 
one for the Commander of the Forces. Although at one moment the disposition 
of the army and particular situation of the cavalry may present a facility in 
infringing upon the established rules laid down for observance, yet these innova- 
tions cannot fail to cause inconvenience and delay in forwarding the public 
business of a department. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Sabugal, 7th Aug. 181]. 

Prom what I have heard of the state of the provisions, and of the gar- 
rison of Ciudad Rodrigo, I propose to shut it up as so5n as I can, unless, 
before I can do so, I should receive positive intelligence that the informa- 
tion which I have already received is erroneous. It must be expected 

G. O. Sabugal, 7th Aug. 1811, 

1. The Provisional battalion, consisting of the Buffs, 29th, 31st, 57tb, and 66th regts., 

is. to be broken up, and the Buffs and 57th are each to resume their separate formations in 
the usual manner. s 

2. The officers and men present fit for duty in the 29th, 3ist, and 66th are to form 'a 
provisional battalion, under the command of the senior officer of the three who shall be pre- 
sent fit for duty ; and the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates present fit for 
duty of the 29th and 66th are to be formed into three companies of each regiment, and of 
the 31st into four, for the purposes of this battalion. 

3. The Commanding officer of the provisional battalion above ordered, will fix upon the 
number of officers and non-commissioned officers belonging to the three regiments com- 
posing it, which are to go to Lisbon, in order to superintend the equipment of the soldiers 
of those regiments as they will come out of die hospital. 

4. The officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of the provisional battalion are 
to continue to belong to- the respective companies in their regimerit, the companies in the 
provisional battalion being formed only to answer a temporary purpose. 
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that the enemy will adopt all the means in their power to oblige us to de- 
sist from our object ; and we must be prepared to adopt measures to 
resist them wherever they shall attack us. 

One of their plans will be to collect the whole of their force ; that is, 
Bessi^res^ army of the north, the ^ Arndede Portugal^ the 5th corps, 
and fight a general action, to oblige us to relinquish our object. If they 
do this, I shall bring HilFs corps to this army. 

Another plan will be, to manoeuvre with the 5th corps on the south of 
the Tagus, whilst, with the army of the north and the ‘ ArmeedePortugal^^ 
they attack us. This we shall oppose with HilFs corps on the south of 
the Tagus. 

Another plan will be, to manoeuvre with the ‘ Armee de PortugaV on the 
north of the Tagus, and through Lower Beira, and, with the 5th corps on 
the south of that river, thus, if possible, to oblige us to raise the siege or 
blockade, and the army of the north would then relieve the place. 

Against the execution of this plan I propose to make the following dis- 
position : 

1st; I propose that all above 10,000 men of HilFs corps shall form a 
reserve, to he stationed at Gastello Branco: and, 2dly; in the disposition 
for the blockade or siege, I propose that the 4th division shall be between 
Penamacor and Sabugal. This division, with what Hill can spare, will 
give nearly 10,000 men for the position of the Ocreza, besides Le Cor’s 
militia. On the other hand, the 4th division will be at hand to join the 
array, in case the ^ Armee de PortugaV should join the army of the north to 
attack us. I propose to make Le Cor occupy Monsanto, which will con- 
fine the enemy in some degree, and, I believe, Penagarcia, and also 
Sortelha. 

It will be very desirable that the garrison should be in readiness to be 
thrown into Abrantes, as well as that the militia of the north, and of 
Beira, should be ready to play such part as may be allotted to them in 
these operations. 

It will also be necessary that the government should be prepared to 
feed the militia, and that money should be sent to the Commissaries of 
Madden’s and Otway’s brigades of cavalry, and of Pack’s brigade of in- 
fantry, and of the brigade No. 5 ca<^adores and 13th infantry, in order 
that something may be purchased for them in Spain, otherwise they will 
starve ; or I must relinquish tjie operation. 

I have just received your letter of tfie 4th. I wait to give any answer 
about the servants till government shall have decided upon your reference. 
You have forgotten to send me the enclosures mentioned in your letter. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Sabugal, 7tli Aug. 1811. 

I request you to give directions that every man, and every thing, coming 
from Lisbon for the 1st, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, Tth, and Light divisions of in- 
fantry, may be sent by sea to the mouth of the Mondego, and thence by 
Coimbra to the army. 


To Lieut. Gen. Hill. . Sabugal, 8th Aug. 1811. 

My intention is to blockade, and even to attack, Ciudad Rodrigo, if it 
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should be iu my power ; and I am now about to inform you of the mode 
in which I should wish you to co-operate in what I shall do. 

You are aware that what is called the ^ Armee de PortugaV is stationed 
upon the Tagus, with its right at Plasencia and its left at Truxillo ; 
and the 5th corps, under Drouet, is at Zafra, having, I believe, one 
division in the Condado de Niebla. This corps consists of 2 divisions of 
infantry of about 10,000 men, and, I should think, not less than 2000 
cavalry. 

My wish is, that you should observe the movement of the 5th corps. 
If that corps should move to cross the Tagus at Almaraz, you will then 
move to cross the Tagus at Villa Velha, and proceed on by Gastello 
Branco to join the army, 

I propose that your corps in Alentejo should he joined by the 9th light 
dragoons. Barbacena’s brigade of cavalry already belongs to it ; and it 
will further be joined by the 28tb regt., and detachments arrived for the 
b^tb and other regiments, and others that are expected every moment, 
including cavalry and infantry. I should not wish you to keep more men 
in Alentejo than 10,000, and that the remainder should he eventually 
detached to Gastello Branco, in order to form the foundation of a corps to 
be formed there to keep up the communication with the army. 

In a view to this detachment, I would wish you now to send one brigade 
of British infantry from the 2d division, and one regiment of Portuguese 
infantry from Gen, Hamilton’s division, to Portalegre. This brigade of 
British infantry should be supplied by its commissariat, and Major Gen. 
Hamilton will take care that the Portuguese regiment is well supplied 
with provisions by the Portuguese commissariat. Hereafter, when the 
proper time shall come, I will order these troops to cross the Tagus to 
Gastello Branco. 

If the 5th corps should, instead of crossing the Tagus, manoeuvre upon 
you in Alentejo, I request you first to move upon Portalegre, and there 
either stand their attack or not, as you may think proper, according to 
your notion of their force compared with your own. If you should not 
stand their attack, you will retire by Gaviao towards Abrantes, and thence 
across the Zezere, taking the line of the Tagus, with Santarem upon your 
right. When you shall pass Niza, you will pick up the bridge of Villa 
Velha, and either send the boats down to Abrantes or destroy them. 

It is possible that the army of Portugal, instead of moving to attack us 
at Ciudad Rodrigo, may manoeuvre on the right of the Tagus by Zarza 
la Mayor and Gastello Branco. I shall in that case join the 4th division 
of infantry with the detachment from the 2d, and Gen. Hamilton’s divi- 
sion, which will be at Gastello Branco, and with Le Cor’s militia, and 
shall endeavor to stop them in the position of the Ocreza. In this case it 
would be desirable that you should maintain yourself at Portalegre as long 
as possible, and that you should not retire from Gaviao in a hurry ; and 
that you should maintain yourself upon the Tagus, with your leJft upon 
the Zezere, till these troops should have joined you. 

This is the general outline of what I intend ; and I shall he glad to hear 
from you whether I have made myself clearly understood by you. 

I have desired Murray to establish a daily communication with you by 
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means of mounted guides ; and I beg that you will have the dispatch sent 
from your quarters daily at the regular hour. 

P.S, I send a letter for Marmont, which I beg you to forward to 
Badajoz. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Sabugal, 8th Aug. 1811. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know what re- 
gulation you have made for the payment of the soldiers at the depot at 
Belem, as the officers commanding companies in many regiments of the 
army complain that the soldiers being paid their balances at Belem, for a 
period to which the estimates of the regiments of the army have not been 
discharged, come up to their regiments in debt. 

I don’t recollect that the regulations of the service, or the G. 0. of the 
army, would allow of more money being drawn for a soldier in the depot 
at Belem than would be absolutely necessary to sustain him, or than 
would be required to supply him with necessaries. But I should be glad 
to know what the order and practice is at Belem, before I give any further 
order upon the subject 

I shall be obliged to you if you will have the men reported to be fit 
for duty at Belem examined from time to time, to see whether any of 
them have become fit for service in the field. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Sabugal, Sth Aug. 181 1. 

I wish to draw your attention to the situation of the Prince of Orange 
with this army. I have appointed him, with his own consent, to be one 
of my aides de camp, and it is impossible for any body to conduct himself 
with more propriety than he does in every respect. 

I think, however, that if His Highness was promoted in the course of 
a short time to be a Colonel in the army, I could attach him to a brigade, 
in a situation in which he would have a better opportunity of seeing how 
the detail of the army was conducted, and how the duty was done, at the 
same time that it would be more suitable to bis rank and situation in life. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will consider of this subject. 
The Prince is now gone to Cadiz, and I expect him in about a fortnight. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Sabugal, 8th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose the morning state of the 5tb inst. of the troops in the field. 
The 32d and 7^th regts. are not included, not having yet joined the divi- 
sions to which they belong. 

I am sorry to say that the young troops have not stood their march very 
well, although the marches were purposely made very short, and they 
were never exposed to the sun at a later hour than 8 o’clock. The dis- 
eases, however, are very slight, and, with the exception of some few of 
si the Walcheren soldiers, the old soldiers are remarkably healthy. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Sabugal, 8th Aug. 1811. 

I have continued to move the troops to their left since I addressed you 
on the 1st inst., as I did not, till last night, receive any accounts upon 
which I could depend of the state of the supplies in Ciudad Rodrigo. I 
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have now reason to helieve that a sufficient supply to last the garrison for 
2 months was introduced into the place about the 28th July, and the 
troops which escorted the convoy returned again to the north about the 
2d inst. ■" 

Gen. Silveira writes on the 28th July, that Bessieres’ troops, and those 
under Gen. Santocildes, still maintained the positions which he had re- 
ported on the 21st that they occupied respectively; and he says that 
Bessieres has under his command, including the garrisons of Zamora and 
Toro, not less than 20,000 mem This force is larger than I imagined he 
could collect, and renders it improbable that I shall be able to undertake 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. I observe, also, that the Trench are col- 
lecting large magazines at Vitoria; from which circumstance I should 
imagine that the reports which they have circulated of the early arrival 
in Spain of reinforcements have some foundation. 

These circumstances, combined with a knowledge which T have ob- 
tained, that the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo had received information of 
our march in that direction, have induced me to continue it, and to take 
up our cantonments in that neighbourhood. At present I think it more 
doubtful than it was that I shall be in a situation to undertake the siege 
of Ciudad Rodrigo; but the movement which I am making may lead to 
" some operation by the enemy which may afford an opportunity of striking 
an advantageous blow ; or, if reinforcements are not expected from 
France, the enemy may be induced to draw some troops from the eastern 
coast of the Peninsula, or from the southward, to impede our progress, 
and thus a seasonable diversion will have been afforded to those of the 
allies who are at present the most pressed. 

In all my considerations upon this subject I donT at all reckon upon 
the operations of the corps under Santocildes, because I am quite con- 
vinced that if the enemy should think it expedient to collect their forces, 
to fall upon the allied Baitish and Portuguese army, not only they will 
not be prevented from doing so by any apprehension of the operations of 
the corps under Gen. Santocildes, but that the operations of that corps are 
not likely to be of the description to give them any reasonable grounds 
for uneasiness. 

All the movements of Gen. Santocildes, from the moment he would 
leave the hills of Galicia, would be cramped by his apprehensions of the 
enemy’s cavalry opposed to his undisciplined infantry, and he would pro- 
bably not be able to get possession even of Salamanca. 

I learn that a part of the 5th corps still remained at Zafra on the 2d of 
this month, and one division only had gone towards the Condado de Niebla. 

All accounts agree in stating that Marshal Soult has gone towards 
Granada. 

P.S. I have received a report from Valladolid, stating that Marshal 
Bessieres has returned to France, and that Gen. Dorsenne now commands 
the troops in the north. 


Au Marecbal Marmont, Due de Raguse. Au Quartier General, ce 9 Aout, 1811. 

J’ai I’honneur de vous envoyer nne lettre que je viens de recevoir de 
f Angleterre, par laquelle votre Excellence verra que M. Ville sur Arce, 
au sort duquel yotre Excellence s’interessait, a ete envoye en France. 
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To X Duff, Esq. Casillas tie Flores, 9th Aug. 1811. 

I was in hopes that I should have heard from you after the arrival of 
the 3Imho^ to inform me of your success in procuring for the army some 
of the money which has arrived in that vessel. I assure you that we 
were never in such want of money as we are at the present moment; and 
I hope that you will spare no effort to send us, as soon as possible, the 
largest supply that can he procured. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Casillas de Flores, 9th Aug. ISIl. 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday to the Sec. of State. I am very 
apprehensive that there are some symptoms of Buonaparte’s coming to 
Spain, of course with a large reinforcement, notwithstanding that I hear 
from Salamanca that the report there of a war with Russia was more pre- 
valent than ever. 

1 write to Duff by this opportunity, to request him to spare no means 
whatever to increase our supplies of specie; you may depend upon it that 
every shilling you get for hills upon England, and advance to the Spanish 
government, is so much out of our military chest. I conceive that we 
now get every sum which any individual is willing to advance for a bill 
upon England, excepting thpse sums which you get, and that we should 
get these sums likewise, if you did not take them. I don’t mean to say, 
however, it is not as necessary to supply the Spaniards with money at 
times as it is to supply our own troops, and I have more than once sup-^ 
plied them from our military chest; but still the supply of specie by you 
at Cadiz diminishes the supply of the military chest of this army. 

To Capt. Kipping, Coimbra. Fuente Guinaldo, 12th Aug, 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter and its enclosures, which I have 
received from Mr. Stuart. 

I beg that you will go to the house occupied by Staff Surgeon , 

and that you will ascertain whether it is true or not that Mr. had 

the door of a room broken open at the ’s, at Coimbra. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 12th Aug. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 6th; and I am concerned to find 
that the government persist in an erroneous system of taxation, notwith* 
standing all that we can represent to them upon the subject However, 
the government of Brazil being determined to annihilate the influence of 
the servants of the British government in the concerns of Portugal, it is 
almost useless to rempnstraf e ; and, in my opinion, you should confine 
yourself to the limit of telling them individually and privately, that 
unless they introduce the reforms in all the branches of the administration 


Gr, O. Casillas de Flores, 9th Aag* 1811. 

L Lieut. Gen. Graham, having joined the army, is to take the command of the Istdivi- 
sion of infantry. 

6. The Commander of the Forces requests that whenever a soldier is sent with a letter, 
the person who sends it will require a receipt for it. He also requests that officers^ will 
recollect the cover of a letter is not a receipt; and that by the practice of giving soid.t'is 
tlie covers of letters which they have brought as the evidence to he produced of the delivery, 
they afford opportunities for neglect of duty, and frauds to conceal the neglect. 
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whicli have l)een recommetided to them, they must not expect the in- 
creased assistance of Great Britain. This intimation will have, at all 
events, the effect of strengthening the hands of our friends. 

You are quite in the right to adhere strictly to the orders you have re- 
ceived respecting the settlement of the accounts of the subsidy , 

I believe there was some mismanagement on the part of the gentlemen 
who ordered the preparations for the feast at Mafra j but I was intolerably 
cheated, as will appear when I state that I found the meat, fowls, wine, 
&c., and the Commissary Gen. carried the things to Mafra for me, and 
yet the feast, in addition to these, cost me £1200. I referred the bills to 
tbe police. I don’t know what their decision was ; but, as they were cer- 
tainly exorbitant beyond measure, I determined to defer the payment till 
it should he perfectly convenient to me. I don’t know whether it is yet so, 
not having had time to look into my accounts ; hut I should imagine not, 
as the situation which I fill is not only not a sinecure, hut not remarkably 
well paid. I can’t, however, think it any hardship to oblige people to 
wait for their money who have asked three times at least more than they 
ought; and, at all events, I can’t allow you to incur an inconvenience 
which I can’t at present incur myself. I can certainly pay some of the 
money, and I shall make Sodrd begin the settlement immediately. 

I desired Mackenzie to remove my wine from Bandeira’s, because 
Bandeira, after having invited me and all my family to consider his house 
as our own, and to go there when we pleased without billet, had a breeze 
with Campbell the other day, because he went to live there without a 
billet, and was nearly coming to blows in tbe street. I was very glad to 
have so good an opportunity of divorcing myself from Bandeira. I de- 
sired that a bouse might he taken for me, in order in some degree to 
mortify the government and the principal people of Lisbon, and if pos- 
sible to make them feel a little respecting their conduct about billets. I 
am slaving like a negro for them : I have saved the people in Lisbon, 
particularly, from the enemy, and I take nothing from them, while they 
continually torment me with their frivolous complaints on subjects on 
which they ought to have no feeling. 

I shall not make use of the palace of Bemposta, or of any thing else 
belonging to the Prince ; nor will T lie under any obligation to any Por- 
tuguese for my private convenience. I shall pay rent for the house, which 
I want only to hold my wine, and to receive the officers of my family 
when they go to Lisbon. I shall not be sorry if the government and prin- 
cipal people of Lisbon know the reason why I take this house ; viz., that 
I will not lay myself under an obligation to any of them. 

To Major Dickson, E„A. ’ Fueute Guinaldo, 13th Aug. 1811. 

In consequence of the reports which I received, that the garrison of 
Ciudad Bodrigo were in want of provisions, which reports were not con- 
tradicted in time, I have brought the army to this quarter sooner than I 
intended ; which circumstance may, I think, injure our enterprise. 

I have received your letter of the 6th, hut not that of the 1st : every 
thing appears to me to be going on well, and I should hope that we shall 
not be materially wrong in our time. 
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To Major Gen, H. Campbell. Fuente Guinaldo, 13tb Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 12tli5 in respect to Capt. Boyce’s 
leave. I beg you to show to Capt. Boyce the enclosed letter which I 
have received from the Horse Guards, upon the numerous applications 
from the officers of the army for leave of absence, and also to point 
out to him the inconvenience to his own regiment which must result from 
his absence at present. I have felt this inconvenience so strongly, that 
I have sent my own aide de camp, Capt. Canning, to do duty with the 
regiment. 

Under these circumstances, lam under the necessity of declining to 
give leave of absence to Capt. Boyce; and, even if he should send in his 
resignation, I can’t allow him to quit his regiment till his successor shall 
be appointed. I am very sorry to be obliged to refuse Capt. Boyce; and 
I hope that his good sense will point out to him the injury which will 
result to himself from the step which he states he intends to take. I can 
only say, that, if any officer is sent from England to relieve Capt. Boyce, 
he shall have immediately the leave which he solicits. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, 13fh Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 8 th. The acquittal of the Conde de 
Sabugal is very extraordinary, his honprahle acquittal still more so ; as, if 
I recollect rightly, I sent to the government undoubted proof of his be- 
longing to the ^Legion d^Honneur^ and of his being an officer in the 
service of France. Indeed, I have his name in the Emplacement of the 
army as a Lieutenant Colonel. I should think Beresford will not allow 
him to join any regiment as an officer. 

I don’t know whether I have the power to depute any person to ad- 
minister an oath, which I am required by tbe auditors to administer, or 
in what form I ought to make out the deputation ; but you will do well 
to make inquiry from the auditors on both points. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 13 th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 9 th, regarding the sending to France 
the disabled prisoners of war. I can have no objection to their being 
sent ; hut, as the French government will in all probability pay no 
respect to the Portuguese flag of truce, I should recommend that these 
prisoners should he sent to England, and that you should address the 
Transport hoard to have them sent to France by an English flag of 
truce. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a complaint, and the translation of it, which His Majesty’s 
minister at Lisbon has transmitted to me, of the damage done to the bar- 
racks at Evora, by the British troops lately stationed there under — 
— — , of the Bnffs. 

It distresses me much to find that, notwithstanding the pains which I 
have taken for such a length of time, the troops can’t be detached from 
under the immediate view of their General officers without doing some 
damage to the buildings in which they may he quartered, or mischief to 


SPAIN. 




some mdividml. I cannot but attribute the cause wbicb is thus given 
for these constant complaints to the inattention of the officers of the 

regiments. 1 beg that — — maybe called upon to report upon 

this complaint, and particularly to state whether the G. 0. of the 29th 
May, 1809, were obeyed when the detachment under his command was 
at Evora; because it appears to me that if they had, these causes for com- 
plaint could not have been given. 

To Major Dickson, R. A. Fuente Guinaldo, Kik A«g. 1811. 

I have this day received your letters of the 9th, but not yet that of the 
1st, which, however, appears to be very interesting, as you had communi- 
cated in it some opinions and wishes respecting roads, I, beg you to send 
me a duplicate of it 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th Aug. 1811, p.m. 

I have not sent you instructions regarding your situation at Martiago, 
because I have not yet been able to acquire all the information which I 
want regarding the country on the right of the Agueda. It appears to 
me that you have nothing to apprehend in your front. Don Julian has 
detachments in Tenehron, Santi-espiritus, and I believe Moras Verdes; 
and I have this evening desired Murray to request that you would place a 
detachment of infantry at Las Agallas, and one of cavalry at Monsagro, 
to observe the roads leading through the Sierra on that side, and to com- 
municate with Capt. Grant, who was at Aldea Nueva de la Sierra yester- 
day evening : you will do well to communicate with him, and open all 
letters to me coming from him or others on that side. I would likewise 
recommend to you to place a party of cavalry at Zamarra, and let them 
communicate with Don Julian’s people, Tenehron, &c., and know all that 
is going bn. 

A. G. 0. Fnente GiiinaMo, 14th Aug. 18U. 

1. Hours of departure of the guides and dragoons, at the stations between head quarters 
and Villa Vi^osa: 

DAILY. 


From Head Quarters 

. 8 A.M. 

From Villa Vigosa , 

. 8 P.M. 


Aldea da Ponte 

. 11 .. 

• * Assumar . 

. l^A.M. 


Sabugal . . 

. 2 P.M. 

. . Portalegre 

. 3J.. 


Penamacor 

. 5^.. 

, . Niza . . . 

. 7^.. 


S. Miguel 

. 9 .. 

,* Villa Velba . 

.10 .. 


Gastello Branco 

. 1 A.M. 

. « Gastello Branco 

, 2 P.M. 


VniaVelha , 

. 5 .. 

. . S. Miguel . 

. 6 .. 


Niza . . . 

. 

. . Penamacor 

• 


Portalegre. 

. 11^. 

. . Sabugal . . 

. 1 A.M. 


Assumar . , 

. 

. . Aldea da Ponte 

. 4 .. 


Villa Vi^osa , 

. 7 ,. 

. . Head Quarters 

. 7 .. 


The above stations, and hours of daily departure, are published in orders, for the inform- 
ation of the officers commanding the troops on or near the line of communication ; but no 
packet is to be forwarded by this mode of conveyance, nor letters, except to or from the fol- 
lowing depiirtments : 

Military Secretary. Quarter Master General. 

Adjutant General. Commissary General. 

2. Major Scovell is appointed to superintend all the communications of the army ; and 
the post master serjeants, at head quarters and at Lisbon, will place themselves under his 
orders, as likewise Senhor Oliveira, the Director of the Portuguese posts. The messengers, 
likewise, will receive their orders from Major Scovell. 
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You have nothing to apprehend from the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
where there is no cavalry, and only 1500 infantry ; you must only ob- 
serve well the enemy^s movements below the mountains, and give me the 
earliest intelligence of them. I propose, if possible, to keep the troops 
in their cantonments, and to prevent any thing from getting into Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; and after I shall have completed my reconnaissance on the right 
of the Agueda, the day after to-morrow, I shall be able to tell whether 
I shall succeed. It would be impossible to throw the troops permanently 
across the Agueda. 

The 5th division observe Gata, Perales, &c., on your right, and behind 
you; but you must observe those on your side of Gata. I have ordered 
Slade’s brigade to be relieved by the 1st hussars and the 11th. 

P.S. Have you ordered from Gallegos the commissariat stores belong- 
ing to your division, which I told you were there ? 

To tlie Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 31st July, and I recommend to you 
to make government acquainted (in a private form) with the circum- 
stances which have come to your knowledge. It appears to me that 
something is wrong, though what I can’t say, as I can’t conceive in what 
manner those most likely to he discontented with the continuance of the 
war, viz., the landed proprietors, emigrants to Cadiz, can have, or can 
suppose they have, the power to deliver the place to the enemy by any 
negotiation of theirs. It is obvious, however, from the intelligence sent 
from the Puertos, that the French believe they have a chance of obtaining 
possession of the place ; and this intelligence tends to confirm the truth 
of that wdiich you received of the meetings of the American deputies. 
These deputies met because they found that there existed an inclination 
somewhere to submit to the French, which fact is confirmed by the intel- 
ligence from the Puertos ; and the turn which the deliberation took is 
natural, and can be accounted for only by the belief that they considered 
the submission of Cadiz to he probable. 

My own opinion is, that several will be inclined to submit to the French 
as soon as they shall find them in possession of Valencia. Almost all the 
grandees have estates in Valencia, upon the rents of which they have sub- 
sisted since they have been deprived of the estates in the other provinces 
by the operations of the war, and they will of course feel sorely the loss 
of these their last means of subsistence ; hut their influence at Cadiz is 
not great, much less paramount; and I should think that the merchants 
and people of that town would not submit on any account However, 
you should inform government of what you have heard, and either pro- 
pose to them some plan of proceeding, in case matters should come to the 
worst, or desire that they should leave the decision upon the occurrences 
which may arise to the authorities upon the spot. 

I don’t understand your meaning in one part of your letter, in which 
you say that our government will have to decide whether * to take up the 
cause of the people, and abandon the government altogether, or continue 
to support a system which must in the end prove fatal to the cause.’ 
I have always thought that we supported the existing government iii 
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Spall! because ifc was the choice of the people: if that is not the case, we 
are acting on a very mistaken principle. 

I enclose my dispatch of this day. 

To the Adjutot General of the Forces. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th Aug. 1811* 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d July, regarding 

private — — , of the — * regt. This soldier was tried by a General 

Court Martial, for desertion, on the 14th June, 1810, and was sentenced 
to be transported, as a felon, for 7 years, and at the end of that period to 
be at the disposal of His Majesty. 

I enclose an extract of the G.O. of this army of the 22d June, 1810, 
by which it appears that this sentence was confirmed ; and, having been 
published in G. 0., it can’t he believed that the sentence of the General 
Court Martial was not made known to the prisoner. 

The Pep. Judge Advocate’s papers of the year 1810 being at Lisbon, 
I can*t at present show that the proceedings of this General Court Martial 
were transmitted to the office of the Judge Advocate General ; but Capt. 
Goodman declares that he believes they were, in the same manner as the 
proceedings in all other trials are ; and, although I can’t find the copies 
of the letters written to the Adj. Gen. and to the Commandant of the 
depot at the Isle of Wight, I enclose the copy of a letter written on the 
19th Sept. 1810, by Major Gen. Stewart to Col. Darroch, respecting 

— , — regt., from which it appears that the sentence of the 

General Court Martial on — had been communicated to the Adj, 

Gen., and to the Commandant of the dep6t. 

As it is necessary that His Majesty’s pleasure should he taken upon 
sentences of transportation, in order that they may he carried into execu- 
tion, I have latterly considered it proper to transmit to the Judge Advo- 
cate General, to he laid before H. R. H. the Prince Regent, for His Royal 
Highness’ commands, all proceedings of Courts Martial on the trial of 
soldiers on whom that sentence may have been passed. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th Aug. 1811, 

The enemy have made no alteration in the position of their several 
corps since I addressed you on the 8th inst. The ‘ Armee de Portugal ’ 
were in the same positions in the valley of the Tagus, and about Plasencia, 
on the 12th inst. j and the army of the north and the 5th corps on the 8th 
inst It appears that Soult has certainly proceeded to Granada with a 
large body of troops. 

I have cantoned the allied army in the country on the sources of the 
Coa and the Agueda, and between those rivers, in situations from which 
I can collect them at any point at which it may he desirable. In the 
mean time the train is moving up the Douro, although hut slowly, owing 
to the difficulties which attend all operations of that description in the 
Peninsula. 

I have received a report that reinforcements, consisting of about 
lOjOvOO men, of which 800 were cavalry, were assembled at Bayonne in the 
last week in July; but I have not yet received any intelligence of their 
farther progress. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool. Guinaldo, 14th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose the last weekly state, and the morning state of the troops in 
the field of the 11th inst. The 32d and 17th regts., and the detachment 
of the 3d hatt. 95th regt., are not yet included in the latter. 

I am sorry to observe, however, that there is a diminution of the effect- 
ive strength of the troops which have marched, to the amount of about 
1000 men, in the last three weeks, notwithstanding the care which was 
taken to move them by short marches. The sickness has fallen princi- 
pally on the troops lately arrived ; but I understand that it is not of much 
importance. 

The AM, to M(yor Gen, Sonta^, 7th divmo?i» - 14th Aug. 1811, 

In reply to the letters transmitted by Brigade Major Olfeimann, relative to the 
Paymaster of the 51st regt objecting to carry the stationery chest and books of 
the Adjutant on the mule allowed by the public to the former, I am directed to 
acquaint you that, under the regulations, the Paymaster’s mule can only be appro- 
priated to his own use, and for the service which his official documents require ; 
and the commanding officer of the regiment cannot call upon him to carry the 
Adjutant’s papers or books, unless it is by his own free consent, when, of course, 
he must incur at his own expense all risks wMch the accumulation of burthen may 
produce on the animal. 

The A, G, to the A, A, Gs., Athy ftthy and 6/A cUvisiom, 1 4th Aag. 181 1 , 

I herewith transmit a return of men of the — division who have been employed 
as artificers on the works before Lisbon, and who have been sent to the depdt at 
Belem for the purpose of joining their regiments, which you will be pleased to 
notify to the regiments concerned accordingly. 

To Major Gen. Dunlop. Puente Guinaldo, loth Aug, 1811, 8 a.m. 

Gen. Craufurd has sent me a report which he has received from 
Robledillo, stating that a division of the enemy were yesterday marching 
between Santivanez and Villa de Torre, as they said, on their road towards 
Gata. It is also reported that there were cavalry marching towards 
Ciller os. If this intelligence be true, I conceive it can be only a recon- 
naitring party ; but I shall be glad to know whether you have heard any 
thing of them. 

I ordered that hussars might he placed in observation in Gata, Perales, 
.Cilleros, Aceho, San Martin, Villa Miel, and Valverde del Fresno, so that 
nothing ought to move in that part of the country without your being in- 
formed. You should fix upon a bivouac upon the top of each of the 
passes of Gata, Perales, San Martin, and Valverde, to assemble your troops 
from their cantonments, in case the enemy should move that way. 

To Major Gen. Dunlop. Puente Guinaldo, 15th Aug. 1811, 7 p.m. 

I have just received your report of this day, which is very satisfactory. 
I agree with you that Payo is a most important point ; and I would recom- 
mend to you to keep as many troops there as you can cover, and probably 
one battalion in bivouac, which might be relieved occasionally. Of course 
the troops must not he moved to the heads of the passes till the enemy’s 
designs shall be manifest: probably Payo would he the best alarm post 
for them all, and the troops to be moved there in the first instance in case 
of alarm. ' 
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To Major Gen. E. Craufiird. Fuente Guinaldo, 15th Aog. ISll. 

I have received your letter of this day. I have Gen. Dunlop’s report 
of the enemy having been at Gata last night with about 1200 men. They 
left it this morning, and had parties in all the villages at the bottom of the 
jpasses of Perales, Acebo, and San Martin, and they were out of all early 
/in the day, excepting San Martin, from whence Dunlop had not heard 
when he wrote. 

To Col. the Hon. E. Capel. Fuente Guinaldo, 15th Ang. 1811, 

Gen. Graham gave me your letter of the 28th June some days ago, and 
I mislaid it by accident, or I should have answered it at an earlier period. 
When CoL Macdonald went home, an application was made to me hy Lord 
Aylmer, who had been an A. A. G, with this army, to be appointed D. A, G. 
at Cadiz, and I recommended him to Gen. Graham. In the mean time, 
however, Gen. Graham had appointed Ponsonby, who was already attached 
as an assistant to the staff at Cadiz, and Lord Aylmer’s appointment did 
not take place. 

Lord Aylmer is now in England for the recovery of his health, and it 
is possible that he may not return to the Peninsula, or that, if he should 
return, he may not now wish to go to Cadiz : in either case, as far as I am 
concerned, nothing would be more satisfactory to me than that you should 
be appointed D. A. G. at Cadiz ; hut you must see from what I have stated 
to you respecting the part which I had taken to procure the appointment 
for Lord Aylmer, long before you bad come out, that it would be impos- 
sible for me to interfere in your favor, till it should be decided that Lord 
Aylmer either could not, or declined to, receive the appointment. ' I un- 
derstand that you are now A. A. G., doing the duty of the office at Cadiz ; 
and I recommend you to remain in that situation till we shall see what 
Lord Aylmer will do. 

P.S. Since writing the above I have seen Gen. Graham, from whom I 
learn that you are not on the staff at Cadiz ; and I beg you to let me know 
whether it would he agreeable to you to he appointed an A. A. G. there, 
under the circumstances stated in this letter. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, 1 5th Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters to the 8th inst., for which 
I am much obliged to you. I shall attend to the enemy’s operations 
towards Cadiz, when he shaH direct them to that quarter. 

I don’t understand that the battalion of German recruits at Cadiz is one 
to which an officer could get his original commission in His Majesty’s 
service, although being in His Majesty’s service he might he appointed to 
act with it. I shall, therefore, recommend Mr. Fox for a commission in 
one of the regiments of the line, and it will then be possible to appoint 
him to do duty with the battalion of German recruits at Cadiz. 

Capt. cannot be appointed a Captain in the army. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, loth Aug. ISll. 

Mr. Kennedy having arrived, I have applied to him for the vouchers 
and receipts for the provisions delivered to the Portuguese troops, and they 
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shall be sent to you. I have ordered that £100,000 in paper may he paid 
into the chest; likewise 100,000 dollars in specie, of a sum which ought 
to arrive at Lisbon about this time from Cadiz. 

You will have observed from my dispatch to government, that I had 
heard of the reinforcement expected in Spain. I heard of it from my 
friends in Salamanca; but, as I have invariably found that they diminish 
the numbers of the enemy in their accounts, I am inclined to believe that 
the reinforcement consists of the numbers stated to you from Coruna. 

I hope to be able to send you, in a day or two, further accounts of the 
supplies to the Portuguese troops to the 24th June. Mr. Kennedy tells 
me that the Portuguese government refuse to take from us wheat, barley, 
or oats, or any of the articles which they are daily purchasing with money 
in the market of Lisbon. This is a rank job of the Junta deViveres. 

I am not in general very suspicious, but I begin to suspect the govern- 
ment of treachery. Nothing can be so fatal to the cause as to distress us 
for money, and yet all the measures of the government appear to have 
that sole object in view. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart^ Fuente Guinaldo, 15th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a petition which I have received from the keeper of a coffee 
house at Lisbon, on the subject of a regulation supposed to have been re- 
commended by me, that the coffee houses at Lisbon should he closed at a 
certain hour every evening. 

If this regulation was adopted, and still exists, in consequence of my 
recommendation, I beg you to represent to the government that I recom- 
mended the regulation at a period when the enemy were advancing into 
the country, and when disturbances were expected in that city. But 
unless there is a reason to suspect an inclination to disturb the peace of 
the city, in the disaffected class of the inhabitants under existing circum- 
stances, I see no reason why the regulation should be continued. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo, 15th Aug, 1811. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received your letters of the 3d 
and Sth. All accounts appear to agree in stating the fact that there exists 
a very bad spiiit at Cadiz. Gen. Graham has shown me 2 very impudent 
publications, one of which, the noticias, in the JSeminario of the 1st Aug., 
is, I understand, published by an agent of the government. 

It is a curious circumstance that I, and not Gen. Castahos, should be 
blamed for the plunder of Alburquerque, as if it was my business, and 
not his, to occupy that fort : what makes this abuse still better is, that I 
urged him repeatedly to occupy this place, in which he had his hospitals. 
As for the French expedition to Alburquerque, you will see the account 
of it in my dispatch to the Sec. of State of the 11th July. They were at 
Alburquerque one evening; and, unless I had extended my posts to that 
town, I could not have prevented what happened, and this extension did 
not suit my plan at the time. Besides this answer to the abuse, I have 
another to give, which is, that when I enter Spain, I quit my magazines, 
and my troops and their horses starve. Will the government or Gen. 
Castahos set this to rights? Even Cocks^ parties of observation, which 
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saw the Frencli enter Alburquerque, found it difficult to subsist so far 
from the magazines. What would the army itself have found? 

I agree with the Spanish government, that it would be very desirable 
to them that we should be bound by certain stipulations to perform cer- 
tain operations for them, which they cannot, or will not, perform for them- 
selves ; but, in general, there are two sides to a bargain or contract of this 
description ^ and it would be very desirable that the Spanish government, 
who will be one side in this contract, should state which part they will 
perform in any one operation which can be undertaken. When they come 
forward with a statement of this description, which will satisfy my mind, 
and in which I can have confidence, the government will not find me 
backward in engaging myself in any operation. 

I am obliged to you for the pains you have taken about our money. I 
approve highly of Green’s proposition to have supplies of arms, ammuni- 
tion, provisions, and corn, in the ships of war on the coast of Catalonia, 
for the use of the Spanish armies there. Green appears an intelligent 
fellow; and I shall begin now to read with some interest the accounts of 
the war in that quarter. I return his and Boyle’s letter. 

P,S. Just to show you the kind of people tie Spaniards are to deal 
with, I mention that I can’t station even a corporal’s party, or send a 
patrole, into the Sierra de Gata, or the Sierra de Francia, without giving 
the corporal money to pay for rations for the horses and men of his party, 
while the French take every thing in the same districts for nothing. The 
inconvenience does not consist in paying for these articles, for which I 
am willing to pay, but in being obliged to make every corporal who goes 
with a patrole a purchasing Commissary. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Giiinaldo, 15th Aug. 1811. 

I have received an application from Capt. L. Ruraan, of the 97th regt, 
who has been for some time employed within the Spanish territory with 
Lieut. Col. Fraga, in obtaining intelligence of the enemy’s movements 
for the Marques de la Romana, Castanos, and myself, that I should request 
the Spanish government to appoint him a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
Spanish army. I shall he much obliged to you if you will lay this request 
before the Spanish government; and I assure you that they can’t promote 
a more deserving officer, or one who has rendered more important services 
to the cause than he has. 

In general, I have objected to the grant of rank in the Spanish army to 
British officers ; but in this instance it is really a duty to promote the 
wish of Capt. Ruman to receive this mark of distinction from the Spanish 
government. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fuente Guinaldo, 15th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose some letters on the claim of the acting Adj. Harvey, of the 
66th regt., to receive the pay of that appointment during the period that 
he has been doing the duty for the Adjutant, who has been absent since 
the year 1809, on account of his health, 

I conceive that it is not intended that the officers of the general Staff of 
the or those attached to regiments, shall have leave of absence, 
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excepting on account of tlieir liealtli ; and it remains a question how long 
they shall he entitled to their pay, when their had health requires that 
they should he absent from their duty. I have established a rule in this 
army, that any officer of the general Staff, absent from this country for 
more than 2 months for the recovery of his health, shall forfeit his Staff 
pay, unless his bad health shall have been occasioned by wounds received 
in the service ; but I don’t conceive that I have authority to extend the 
operation of this rule to the regimental Staff. 

It would be desirable, however, that some general rule should be made 
upon this subject, and that it should be clearly understood how long an 
officer on the staff of a regiment may be absent, and continue to receive 
his staff pay. 

To Major Dickson, R,A. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th Aug, 1811. 

I have at last received your letter of the 1st Aug.; and I have desired 
Gen, Murray to have the road repaired which leads down to, and up from, 
the ford of the Goa, immediately above the bridge of Almeida. I have 
no objection to your avoiding Trancoso entirely, and proceeding by any 
other route that you may prefer. You will in this case fix upon the place 
for the first depdt on that road, letting me know which it is, and giving 
information to the Commissary Gen.’s officers, in order that they may 
collect there the necessary provision of forage, &c. 

To Marshal Sir W, G. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th Aug. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 12th. I think the 24th regt. 
should be in the brigade with the 13th and the 5th cacadores. I propose 
to move these last towards the lower parts of the Coa, in order to be nearer 
the Portuguese magazines on the Douro. I don’t think it would answer 
to relieve the 20th regt. by any thing but a good and well disciplined one. 
I don’t know what can be done respecting the 22d regt., excepting that 
the government should render the law more efficient in respect to the dis- 
covery and punishment of desertion. I am concerned to find that the 
government still go on so slowly. 

Our train is moving up gradually, though I much fear that I shall not be 
able to accomplish my object; particularly if it be true that 17,000 men 
have entered Spain lately. It is as well, however, to be in some degree 
prepared to undertake it, if circumstances should favor its accomplishment. 

P.S. I believe we shall want the assistance of some Portuguese artillery, 
besides the artillery with the several brigades, for the siege, and it would 
be desirable that you should send 200 or 300 to the army. I propose 
to attach a 9 pounder brigade to the 6th division, so that the 6 pounder 
short brigade with them may be put down. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, 17th Aug. 1811. 

Having lately made an arrangement for the better conducting of our 
military posts, my attention has been drawn in a very particular manner 
to the enormous expen-se which we are incurring on this head every month 
for the Portuguese government. 

The post office is a branch of the civil government, from which, in 
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eyerj well regelated country, tlie government derive a revenue, of course 
after defraying all the charges attending upon it; and the Portuguese 
govemment, as well as others, enjoy this revenue. One of the charges 
against this profit was, I believe, peculiar to this country. The govern- 
ment not only engaged to pay the usual price for the use of the post mules 
to transport their posts and messengers, hut likewise half a dollar a day 
for each mule, to the number of 6 kept at each post stage. It is true, 
that they never performed the engagement above referred to; and the 
only profit the keepers of post horses derived was from the hire of their 
horses or mules to carry the messengers or the mails. Before the last 
French invasion we paid, for any extraordinary post which the service of 
the armies required, only the expense of the hire of the post mules which 
carried it ; and I understand that the keepers of post mules were perfectly 
satisfied with this payment, as well on account of its regularity as be- 
cause the constant daily employment of the . mules afforded means to 
subsist them, and sufficient profit to replace any that might have been 
worn out in the service. 

Since the French invasion, however, circumstances have altered ; and, 
although the British government derive no profit from the post, we have 
incurred enormous expenses on this account. 1st; While the head 
quarters were at Cartaxo the Commissary Gen. of the British army was 
obliged to supply with rations all the mules and postilions posted on the 
road from Lisbon to that place, besides paying the hire of the mules for 
the carriage of our messengers and posts. 2dly; Since the French have 
retired from Portugal, the Commissary Gen. of the British army has 
supplied with rations all the mules and postilions on all the roads lead- 
ing to the army, on which that mode of communication has been esta- 
blished, besides paying the expense of their hire for our messengers and 
posts. 

The expense of these rations is enormous, and at all events, ought not 
to fall upon the British government; and, in my opinion, we do a great 
deal when we pay the expense of any particular line, or of more frequent 
communication which the military operations for the defence of Portugal 
may render necessary. 

When the British govemment sent an army to this country to aid in its 
defence, and gave Portugal a subsidy, it did not contemplate the possi- 
bility that it was not to have the use of the ordinary establishments of the 
country, or that the expense of the maintenance of those establishments 
was to he paid out of the military chest, while all the profits resulting 
from them were to go to the Portuguese government : my opinion, there- 
fore, is, that the expense of these rations is properly a charge against the 
Portuguese government. 

When first the French retired, it may have been necessary to give 
rations to the mules and postilions established at the several post stages, 
and the same necessity may still exist in some parts of the country; but 
it is still desirable to revert to the old system as soon as possible. Ac- 
cordingly, I have this day directed, that wherever it may he possible, 
half a dollar a day for each mule kept at each post stage in all the military « 
communications may be given instead of rations, which will of course be 
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charged against the Portuguese government; and besides that we shall 
pay, for our couriers and extra posts, the usual hire of the mules. 

I beg you to inquire from the Portuguese government, whether this 
arrangement is satisfactory to them. If it should not be so, I beg them 
to take care that the post mules are established and kept up as usual on the 
roads ; and I will use them as before the late French invasion, paying the 
usual hire for those which I use. 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Puente GumaIdo,18tli Aug. 1811. 

I heard of the misfortune which occurred to one of your brigades of 
mules; but I hope it is not so extensive as you imagine. The Com- 
missary Gen. will remedy it. I don’t know how they came to pass by 
San Martin, and it is still more difficult to account for the surprise of our 
piquet there ; hut I understand that the whole party, German, English, 
Spaniards, and muleteers, were looking at a procession when the French 
entered the town. It is very unfortunate that the cavalry, whom I had 
ordered to Gata, were not sent to that place; if they had been, this mis- 
fortune would not have occurred, and I should have known of the enemy’s 
being at Gata sufficiently early to attempt something upon them. 

I heard last night (but not from good authority) of a party being col- 
lected at Granadilia, probably for another reconnaissance. 

I am going over to Sexmiro this morning, in order to look at the country 
on the other side of Ciudad Rodrigo, and I shall not be back .till to- 
morrow ; but, if any thing comes near enough to you to enable you to 
strike a blow without incurring much risk, I wish you would do it. 

You see, by Grant’s account of the 16 th, how the last reconnaissance 
got off : I think the next would be directed more towards Escarigo. It 
is not impossible but tlrnt they might wish to open a communication with 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; in which case, I mean to assemble the army about Pedro 
de Toro, and you might collect your division at once at Zamarra, and he 
in readiness to fall upon any thing not too large for you, which should 
attempt to cross the plain. I consider Monsagro to be a point at which 
you ought to have an intelligent officer, who would be able to give you 
information of all that passes in the Sierra on that side. 

P.S. I had a report from Sir S. Cotton yesterday, that there was a 
squadron of hussars at Ciudad Rodrigo. I rather believe that he must 
have mistaken Bon Julian’s people for Frenchmen : Don Julian’s people 
are about the place in all directions ; and I heard from the town yesterday, 
that there was no cavalry there. 

To , — regt. Sexmiro, IStli Aug, 1811. 

Major Gen. Campbell has informed me that he had placed you in arrest, 
on charges, copies of which will be transmitted to you in the usual course 
by the Adj. Gen. ; and he has communicated to me a correspondence which 
has passed, upon which he has founded those charges. I am very desirous, 
if possible, to prevent these charges coming under the consideration of a 
General Court Martial ; and as it appears to me that you have not con- 
sidered the subject in^ its true light, I trouble you with this letter, and I 
send it direct to yourself, because your commanding officer is the other 
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party in tlie question, and I am desirous to avoid influencing the final 
decision by a Court Martial, by any opinion of mine, in case I should not 
succeed in convincing you that you have taken a mistaken view of your 
ease. 

It appears that you imagine that you have reason to complain of an 
order issued by your Commanding officer, Major Gen. Campbell, and you 
have remonstrated upon this order. I put out of the question, for the 
present, the consideration of the justice and the injustice of this order ; 
or whether you had ground, or otherwise, to remonstrate, as hearing in no 
manner upon the case. It is obvious that if you address your superior 
officer upon any subject, you must make use of respectful terms, and must 
avoid the use of those which are offensive. This necessity exists in the 
common intercourse of life, in which nothing offensive is tolerated, either 
by the rules of society or by the law; much less is any thing offensive 
allowed in the intercourse among military men, particularly in the com- 
munications of an officer, of whatever rank, to his Commanding officer. 
I observe that in your letter of the 9th Aug., addressed to the A. A. G., 
you state that from the papers you transmitted, ‘ it must appear that the 
orders of that day, as applicable to the regiment and yourself, are totally 
destitute of foundation f that it is ‘ proved that it is the reverse of what 
has been stated f and that, if allowed to remain on record, it will be a 
gross injustice to yourself and the regiment. You sent the letter contain- 
ing these expressions, notwithstanding that the A. A. G. and Major Gen, 
Burne had refused to forward it to the Major Gen., because it contained 
offensive expressions. 

I believe it will be admitted that the use of such expressions would not 
be tolerated in private life ; nay, the law would protect any individual from 
them, whatever might he the ground afforded for the use of them ; much 
less can the use of them be allowed from’ an officer to his superior, upon 
an order issued by such superior. I would also observe, that the use of 
these expressions was entirely unnecessary for the purpose of your remon- 
strance: your legitimate object in that remonstrance was to show Major 
Gen. Campbell that he was mistaken, and that his order ought not to have 
referred to the — regt. ; you were to effect this objelft by the papers which 
you enclosed; and to add your comments upon these papers was not 
necessary for your purpose : hut when those comments were conveyed in 
offensive terms, it would appear that they were added only for the purpose 
of offending. On this ground I am most anxious that you should not ap- 
pear before a General Court Martial on such a subject. The discussion of 
it cannot lead to any good effect, whatever may be the result; and if the 
General Court Martial should view it in the light which I do, in concur- 
rence with the opinion of Major Gen. Burne, and of the A. A. G., you will 
be in a situation in which I shall be concerned to see any officer of your 
rank. I request you, therefore, to reconsider the subject, on the ground 
on which I have placed it ; and I assure you that nothing will give me more 
satisfaction than to have succeeded in prevailing upon you to recall expres- 
sions which nothing should have provoked you to use to your Command- 
ing officer. 

P.S. Since writing the above Major Gen. Stewart has brought me the 
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papers which you had sent to him, which, as I have above informed you, 
I had already seen. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Sexmiro, IStli Aug. 1811. 

I have received your two letters of the 13th. The delays of the Por- 
tuguese government are most provoking. I must again draw the attention 
of our government to their conduct. It appears to me that we have lost 
all influence over them. 

The clothing for 30,000 men, and arms, sent to Portugal, are in addi- 
tion to the subsidy, and must not be charged against it. 

I concur entirely with you regarding the persons chosen to compose the 
committee at Lisbon. I don’t know Dr. Bonifacio, but 1 dare say he is a 
proper person ; the others certainly are so. 

I don’t know how you are to get money for the purposes proposed. 
However, that is never thought of in England, 

To Major Gen. Dunlop. Fuente Guinaldo, 19th Aug.TSll, 

I understand that there was, on the 16th, a French ofScer of the 47th 
regt. prisoner in Acebo, whom the magistrates were inclined to set at 
liberty. I beg that, as soon as possible after you shall receive this, you 
will send a patrole into Acebo, and demand this French ofiBcer, and send 
him and the magistrates of the town to me. If he should be gone, send 
the magistrates of the town. 

P.S. I enclose a letter from Gen. Alava to the magistrates. 

To Lieut. Col. Framingham, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 20th Aug. 1811. 

I request you to order Lieut. Col. Fisher to deliver to the Spanish Am- 
bassador at Lisbon 2000 stands of arms, for Col. Downie’s Estremadura 
legion, which are to be forwarded to the orders of Gen. Castahos i likewise 
1200 stands of arms for the regiment Za Princesa ; and 2000 stands of 
arms for the use of new levies in Castille. These two last mentioned 
1200 and 2000 stands are to be delivered to the orders of Major Gen, Don 
Carlos de Espaha. 


To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 20tli Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a copy of a report which I received from Fletcher, respecting 
the present state of Almeida. It would be really worth while to have the 
men collected, and that done which he recommends. 

To Gen, Abadia. Fuente Guinaldo, 20th Aug. 1811. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Col. Sir H. Douglas, who has 
been appointed by the British government to reside in, Galicia, and to 
communicate such matters, for the information of H.R.H, the Prince 
Regent, as it may be interesting for His Royal Highness to know ; and to 
deliver to your Excellency such supplies of arms, &c., as the British go- 
vernment may have it in their power to forward to you. I beg leave to 
recommend Sir H. Douglas to your attention, 

von. V. Q 
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To liieiit. Gen. Calvert, A. G. to the Torces. Fuente Guinaldo, ^th Ang. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the , and I am very much obliged 
to H.R.H. the Duke of Kent for the trouble which he has taken to remove 
from my mind the uneasiness which I felt, under the notion that His Royal 
Highness believed that I could do otherwise than forward his views, in 
respect to his regiment, by every means in my power. I shall he much 
obliged to you if you will take an opportunity of stating to His Royal 
Highness how sensible I am of his graciousness. 

To the Otficer commg, the Artillery, Ijamego. Fuente Guinaldo, 21st Aug. 1811. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Pipon, informing me of the illness of 
Major Dickson, of the artillery ; and I have now to request that you will 
have the ordnance and stores brought up to Lamego, and that you 
will remain there till Brigade Major May shall arrive with my further 
orders. 

I beg to hear from you what progress has been made in the operation 
of the removal of the ordnance and stores from the boats to Lamego. 

To Major Gen. Dunlop. Fuente Gumaldo, 21st Aug. 1811, 3 p,m. 

I request you to send to Acebo a patrole ; and to send here, to wait upon 
Gen. Alava, Don Josef Almazara, Commandante del Bey of Plasencia, 
who is established there. You had better send a few infantry with the 
party, lest this gentleman should think of resistance. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Fuente Gumaldo, 21st Aug. 1811, 

I have directed that may be sent back to Lisbon; and I beg that 

after his arrival there he may be sent to England by the first opportunity 
that may offer. 

I enclose the duplicate of a letter to the Sec. of State regarding this 
person, and I beg that you will give it to the Captain of the ship in which 
he shall sail, and request Mm to send it to the Sec. of State, from the 
port at which he will land, informing the Sec. of State at the same time 
that he is landed. 

I beg you to have him comfortably accommodated on bis passage, and 
that you will give the Captain of the ship £10, to be given to him when 
he shall be put on shore in England. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Gumaldo, 2lst Aug. 1811. 

I have written a long letter to the Portuguese government, to endeavor 

G. 0 Fuente Guinaldo, 2 lst Aug. 1811. 

3. ^ AH the private men of the 2d batt. 28th regt. are to be drafted into the 1st batt., ex- 
cepting those invalided on Belem duty, who are to remain on the strength of the 2d batt. 

4. The transferds to be made as soon as it may be convenient, and the officers com- 
manding companies in the 2d batt. are to draw pay for their men up to the 24th inst. 
and are to account in the usual manner with the officers commanding companies in the 1st 
batt, to whose companies their men will be transferred under this order. 

5. When the transfer shall be made, the officers, non-commissioned officers, and staff of 
the 2d batt. 28th regt are to proceed to Lisbon, where they will receive further orders. 

6. The Commander of the Forces is concerned to part with Lieut. Col. Abercrombie and 

the officers and non-commissioned officers of the 28th regt., with whose services he has had 
every reason to be satisfied, and he hopes be shall have the benefit of their assistance again 
in renewed strength. ’ 
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to prevail upon them to adopt the arrangements for the conduct of the 
civil departments of the army recommended to them. 

I shall send you in a day or two the accounts of our demands to the 
24th June. They will amount to above £80,000 ; and besides this there 
is a demand for above 400,000 dollars, for provisions for the 20th regt. 
To this add £100,000 in paper, and 100,000 dollars in specie, which I 
ordered to be paid to the chest the other day, and it will turn out that the 
subsidy is pretty well in advance according to my account 

You will have heard that — — is arrived at Lisbon, and by all accounts 
he appears to be * a liar of the first magnitude.’ 

To Coh Gordon, Commissary in Chief. Fuente Guinaldo, 21st Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 25th July, Since I wrote to you in 
June, Sydenham has been at bead quarters, where, with his usual ability, 
he acquired a great deal of information upon many points, which will he 
very useful to the government in England. While he was with me I 
arranged all the details of a system for all the departments of the Portu- 
guese army, and he and Beresford went to Lisbon in the end of June, to 
endeavor to prevail upon the government to carry them into execution. 
Beresford has been there ever since, and nothing is yet done. 

In the mean time the Portuguese revenue has increased so much, 
that in the month of July it realised more than £300,000 sterling, so 
that there is no longer the excuse of want of money ; and yet commis- 
sariat matters go on so ill that I have been obliged to send 4000 troops 
to the rear, because they can get no food in a forward position ; and these 
are the only troops they have to feed with this part of the army. I have 
written a remonstrance to the Portuguese government upon the subject, 
of which I will send a copy to England. 

I think that you have done well to send Mr. Bissett out to see what the 
nature of the duties of the Commissary Gen. is, before he undertakes to 
perform them ; hut I anxiously hope that Mr. Kennedy will not leave us. 

In promoting Mr. Bissett, you have put him over the head of Mr. 

who is with this army. I have tried Mr. , and he certainly was not, 

and, I should think, is not, fit to be Commissary Gen. to such an army as 
this ; hut he is a very meritorious public servant, and has performed his 
duty very much to the satisfaction of Mr. Kennedy, and I have no doubt 
would be equal to the management, as Commissary Gen., of a concern on 
a smaller scale, which should be attended with less difficulty than is ex- 
perienced in this. I am apprehensive that he will be a little annoyed 
that Mr. Bissett is put over his head ; and probably you might he induced 
to promote him likewise, as he really deserves it. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fiiente Guinaldo, 31st Aug, 181 L 

Sir H. Douglas arrived here 2 days ago ; and, having had a conversation 
with him, he has set out for Galicia, through the northern provinces of 
Portugal. 

At his desire I have permitted Capt. Douglas, of the 51st regt., to 
accompany him ; and I enclose to your Lordship a letter which I have 
received from Sir H. Douglas, in which he requests me to give a staff 
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allowance to Capt. Douglas, upon wWcli I request to liave your Lord- 
sliip^s commands. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Foente Guinaldo, 3Ist Aug. 1811. 

I beg to recommend that 15,000 sets of accoutrements may be sent to 
Lisbon, in order to enable me to supply the Spanish levies with accoutre- 
ments from time to time. I have in the stores at Lisbon about 15,000 
stands of arms, but no accoutrements now remaining. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 2lst Aug, 1811. 

I received information from Major Gen. Peacocke some time ago, that 

a British subject, by the name of , was confined at Lisbon, by 

order of the Portuguese government, on suspicion of being a spy; and, 
upon a perusal of the report of his examination and of the letters he had 
written, having been of opinion that there was some foundation for the 
suspicion, I requested the Portuguese government to deliver this person 
over to me, in order that I might examine him. They Sreadily complied 

with this request, and — — was brought to head quarters in charge 

of the Provost Marshal ; and, having had two conversations with him, he 
appears to me to be able to give but a very unsatisfactory account of the 
motives for which he came to this country, where he knows nobody; and 
his account of his former life in England is by no means consistent. I 

have therefore deemed it best to send hack to Lisbon, and to 

direct Major Gen. Peacocke to send him to England by the first oppor- 
tunity that will offer after he shall reach Lisbon. 

Since the works between the Tagus and the sea were commenced I have 
directed that they should not be inspected by any body, from a desire to 
prevent not only a description, but a plan of them from being given to 

the public and to the enemy, — was found near the works at 

Alhandra, and had questioned the peasants in the neighbourhood respect- 
ing the number and calibre of the guns in them, the number of men, 
&c. &c. ; and he was arrested by the guards of the Ordenanza, stationed 
in the works. 

In his examination before the magistrates of Lisbon and by me, he 
stated that he had come to Portugal with a view of serving in the German 
hussars; and it appeared that the ship in which he said he had come had 
returned to England, and he knew nobody at Lisbon, 

From the terms in which he addressed Major Gen. Peacocke I w^as in- 
clined to believe that he had been, in the French service, and that he 
intended to enlist into the hussars, in the belief that he would be able to 
desert from that corps with the intelligence which he should have pro- 
cured more easily than from a British regiment ; hut, on examining him, 

I did not find any cause to confirm the suspicion that had been 

a soldier. But as he had no business in Portugal, and could not give a 
satisfactory account of himself, I thought it best to send him to England. 

To tbe Earl of .Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 21st Aug. 1811. 

Since I addressed you on the 14th inst. I have received from different 
quarters reports of the movement of reinforcements into Spain, the num- 


SPAIN. 


m 

bers of which have been stated to be from 14,000 to 24,000 men. The 
accounts which appear most deserving attention state that a corps de re- 
serve, amounting to 24,000 men, is to be formed in the northern part of 
Castille, consisting principally of battalions belonging to regiments already 
in Spain, filled with recruits of the late conscription. But, besides these 
battalions, I have reason to believe that some of the old troops are coming 
into Spain. The 5th light infantry in particular, which were at Gher- 
bourg, are, I know, upon their march into the Peninsula; and this 
circumstance will serve to show that the collection of troops in the camp 
of Boulogne has the same object in view as the formation of an army of 
reserve in the north of Castille, viz., to form the newly raised conscripts. 
If the collection at Boulogne had any other object in view, the 5th light 
infantry would not have been brought from Cherbourg into Spain. I 
have not heard how far the reinforcements have advanced into Spain ; hut 
they had not reached Valladolid on the 15th inst. 

The enemy have made no movement of any importance since I ad- 
dressed your Lordship on the 14th. On that evening a detachment, 
consisting of about 1200 infantry and cavalry, arrived at Gata, which is 
on the south side of the mountains which separate Castille from Estrema- 
dura, and on the following morning they surprised a small piquet in San 
Martin de Trehejo, under Lieut. Wood, of the l lth light dragoons, whom 
they made prisoner, with 10 men, and went off that evening to Moraleja, 
and on the next morning to Monte Hermoso. 

The ^Armee de Portugal have nearly exhausted that part of Estr emadura 
in which they are now stationed, and it is extraordinary that, notwith- 
standing the miseries which they have inflicted upon the people of the 
country, there is no resource or service which they require from the 
inhabitants that is not instantly afforded. Such is the effect of the 
terror which they have inspired, that they draw resources even from 
some of the villages in which the guerrillas are stationed.* I have, however, 
no doubt of the attachment of these people to the cause of their country. 

There is no doubt of the enemy being much distressed for want of 
money. I have reports from all quarters that the troops have not been 
paid for several months, and their departments are much distressed. 
They endeavor to relieve this distress by levying contributions on the 
country in every manner that can be devised. But the relief to he ob- 
tained in this manner is trifling ; and the Spaniards will at last learn, from 
the repeated oppressions of the enemy, that their only chance is determined 
resistance or flight. 

I have not heard of any movements by the troops in the north, or in 
the south, since I last addressed your Lordship. 

To Major Grey,| 5tli Foot. Fuente Guinaldo, 22d Aug, 1811. 

There are two modes in which officers have been permitted to serve in 
the Portuguese army : 24 officers obtained one step of promotion in the 
British army, in which they are considered as unattached officers, not 

* See Appendix, No. VII. 

t Major Gen. Sir J. Grey, K.G.B. He had been a subaltern in the 3Sd regt. when 
Lord Wellington commanded it. He commanded a detachment of the army of Bengal at 
the battle fougbt at Puimiar, near Gwalior, on the 29th Dec. 1843, and was made K.C.B. 
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having a regimental commission, and these are doing duty in the Portu- 
guese regiments, with one step of Portuguese rank senior to that which 
they hold in the British service. 

Officers belonging to British regiments, principally with this army, we 
allow to enter the Portuguese service, still holding their commissions in 
their regiments in the British service : these obtain no step of British 
rank on entering the Portuguese service, hut they obtain one step of Por- 
tuguese rank j that is, a British Major is made a Lieutenant Colonel of a 
Portuguese regiment, still continuing Major of his regiment in the 
British army; but as long as beholds his Portuguese commission he will 
command all Lieutenant Colonels appointed after he shall have been ap- 
pointed. 

Since March, 1809, when the 24 officers first referred to were ap- 
pointed to serve with the Portuguese army, and promoted, the officers 
selected to fill vacancies among those 24, and to receive one step of 
British rank, have been taken from among those serving with the Portu- 
guese army, of the other description who had not received British rank 
upon entering the Portuguese service. 

From this statement you will see that Marshal Beresford can’t recom- 
mend that you should he made a British Lieutenant Colonel upon entering 
the Portuguese service. You will be a Portuguese Lieutenant Colonel; 
and if there should be a vacancy in the 24, you will have the same claim 
with others of being promoted, more particularly if fortune should favor 
you by giving you an opportunity of distinguishing yourself. 

To Mcyor Gen. R. Craufurd. Fuente Guinaldo, 22d Aug. 1811, 9 a.m. 

I am much obliged to you for the information contained in your letter 
of yesterday. There are certainly not more than from 10 to 20 cavalry 
in Ciudad Rodrigo. I have written in Bell’s^ favor, and I will repeat my 
recommendation of him. We have accounts of reinforcements having 
arrived in Spain, the head of them at Valladolid. 

Au Marechal Marmont, Due de Raguse. Au Quartier General, ce 22 Aout, 1811. 

J’ai rhonneur d’envoyer a votre Excellence le re^u de M. Ville sur 
Arce pour I’argent que vous lui avez envoyd. 

J’ai re^u la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait I’honneur de m’t^crire 
le 13 Aout, et je vous suis bien oblige d’avoir renvoye M. le Lieut. Mack- 
worth. J’ai dcrit en Angleterre pour faire renvoyer en France sur parole 
M. le Capitaine d’artillerie, Gravelle ; et je suis bien aise de pouvoir 
faire quelque chose qui vous soit agrtjable. 

J e vous propose de faire Pt^change de cet officier pour le Capitaine 
Lutyens, 11®^® regt. de dragons; et je vous prie de nommer un officier 
du grade de Lieutenant que je pourrais renvoyer en (Ichange pour M. le 
Lieut. Mackworth, . 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Fuente Guinaldo, 22d Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a letter for Marmpnt, which I heg you to forward to Badajoz 
as soon as you can. I likewise enclose Marmont’s letter to me, from 

See note at p. 13. 
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which you will observe that Mr. Mackworth is not exchanged, but only 
allowed to come in upon his parole ; but if Marmont does not name an 
officer to be exchanged for him, in answer to my letter, I shall send one 
in, and will give Lieut. Mackworth his cartel. 

I have lately made an alteration in the system of our ordnance; and I 
propose to have with each division of infantry one heavy brigade of 6 
pounders, or one brigade of 9 pounders, and to have no artillery in re- 
serve, excepting with the infantry and the Portuguese artillery. You 
have with the 2d division 2 brigades, one of heavy 6 pounders, and one 
of 9 pounders ; and I wish you would keep which you choose, and send 
the other across the Tagus to join the 5th division. Murray will send the 
route for it. 

There is in Gen. Howard’s brigade a company of the 3d batt. 95th 
regt., which Sir B. Spencer detained last year, as the regiment was his : 
I wish this company to join its battalion, and that one of the companies 
of the 60th, in the brigade with the Buffs, &c., should be in Gen. Howard’s 
brigade; this brigade, having the 'list in it, requires light infantry less 
than any of the others. 

The company of the 95th may move with the guns. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, 22d Aug. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the Hth. I agree with you, that 
you ought to recommend an officer in the room of McMahon ; but I am 

afraid it ought to be — — -, instead of * * ^ is the senior of the 

two in the same brigade, and although ^ ^ ^ is undoubtedly the best 

and the most deserving, has by accident been the most distin- 

guished ; and it will increase the bitterness of the pill which has already 
been administered to him in too great a degree if ^ * should be pre- 

ferred to him, the claims of both being grounded on services performed 
while both were in the same brigade. There is time for you to consider 
this suggestion before the post goes next week, and I therefore make 
it to you ; hut if you should still prefer * * * *, I will of course recom- 
mend him. 

In my opinion there are no officers who deserve promotion better than 
Carroll, Whittingham, and Roche. It was a job originally to place them 
among the 24 destined to discipline the Portuguese army; for I believe 
they could not get them promoted to the rank of Major in any other 
manner : but, having been placed in that situation, there are no officers 
who have led such a life as they have, particularly Carroll. However, 
I think that Hill, or Doyle, Le Mesurier, and Campbell, have claims 
likewise ; and I have no objection to bring them forward : but I think it 
better not to say any thing against the promotion of the other three. I 
have taken the opportunity of Pack’s wants to write a letter to the go- 
vernment about the delay of the arrangements, which I hope will have 
some effect. 

Mr. Stuart informed me that Redondo and Forjaz are inclined to 
refer their dispute to me ; if they do, I shall decide upon it by return of post. 

I sent you Fletcher’s opinion about Almeida. If the masons and people 
are assembled for the work proposed by Fletcher, I shall send him an 
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Englislx engineer oYer to have it executed : it is an inconvenience of the 
first magnitude not having that place in order. 

You will hear that the French are getting in reinforcements, and they 
appear to threaten Galicia. My position here, however, must keep them 
in check ; at the same time that they must prevent the execution of the 
design which brought me here : that I can’t help, and I shall not be dis- 
satisfied if I can save Galicia. In the mean time, although I scarcely 
hope that I shall be able to attack Ciudad Rodrigo, I allow the train to 
come on as far as the neighbourhood of Trancoso, in case the French 
should enter Galicia, that I may be in a situation to proceed at once, and 
vigorously, with the siege. As for Marmont, I think I am more than a 
match for him singly ; but not if he has 20,000 infantry and 2500 cavalry 
upon the Duero to join him, of which number the northern army now 
consists. From this statement you will see what a convenience it would 
be to have Almeida in a state of security. 

If I find that the troops move forward from Rio Seco, I shall order 
Silveira to collect his forces. 

To His Excellency C. Stuai't. Fuenfe Guinaldo, 22d Aug. 1811. 

I quite agree in opinion with you regarding the military chest. It 
should be entirely under the control of the General, or of the minister in 
the war department : I rather believe of the latter ; at the same time, 
that the heads of departments who receive funds from the military chest 
should be accountable in the usual manner to the department of finance. 
But when the parties shall refer their dispute to me, I shall draw a memo- 
randum upon the subject, which will settle the mode in which the business 
shall be conducted. 

To Major Gen. Cooke, Fuente Gumaldo, 22d Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the lltb. We have in the British stores 
at Lisbon no planks for gun and mortar platforms, nor any of the articles 
which you require, which are not wanted for the service of the army; 
and I believe that they can’t he procured at Lisbon at a cheaper rate than 
you can procure them at Cadiz : but I recommend you to send to England 
a regular requisition for every article of store that you require. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, Fuente Guinaldo, 22d Aug. 1811, 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday. Since I wrote it I have heard that 
about 5000 or 6000 infantry, and 1500 cavalry, have arrived at Valla- 
dolid ; these are said to be the garrison of Pamplona, &c., who have been 
replaced by the lately arrived reinforcements. The French appear to 
threaten Galicia ; but it is said that, hearing of our position here, they are 
about to detach to Salamanca. It will he impossible for me to attack 
Ciudad Rodrigo while this large army shall remain on the Duero, and 
another on tlie other dank at Plasencia : but I shall not be dissatisfied 
if by our position we shall save Galicia ; and I don’t propose to give up 
all thoughts of attacking Ciudad Rodrigo, if it should he possible. 

It is again said that Soult is not gone from Seville, and I should he 
glad to hear from you on that subject I believe he is 
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To Lieut. Gen. Sir S, Cotton, Bart. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Aug. 1811. 

1 don’t want to renew tlie discussion of the other day ; but I enclose 
the account of the cause of the issues to the Royal dragoons since the 
1st Aug., at the head quarters only, without counting what they had 
picked up at the out quarters. This quantity is very insufficient, and I 
hope such deficiencies will not occur again ; but there is some difference 
between this account and that of 15 lbs. in 15 days given by Slade. 

When supplies are deficient, there is a loose way of talking of them, 
which may be very excusable ; but it should not be taken for an official 
report. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Aug. 1811. 

Just after you went away, Mr. Kennedy brought the enclosed returns, 
which revived me a little ; from which it appears that, since the date of 
your returns, the 16th has been supplied, and have in hand to the 25th. 

However, the 100 mules which left Loza the 22d can’t be hack till the 
27th or 28th at soonest ; and I am afraid that, unless they manage their 
stock now in hand, they will he again without for a day or two. 

A Don Carlos de EspaSa. A Fuente Guinaldo, ce 23 Aoftt, 1811. 

J’ai eu I’honneur de recevoir votre lettre du 22. Je ne pourrais pas, 
sans grand inconvt^nient, etendre mes postes a Ledesma, malgre que ce 
point soit important. Je vous conseille de ne rien risquer pour le main- 
tenir ; a inoins que les Fran 9 ais ne se renforcent considerahlement sur le 
Tormes, je ne crois pas qu’ils s’dtablissent a Ledesma ; mais il y a une grande 
difference entre s’etahlir dans un poste et y laisser s’dtablir la force 
ennemie. Ainsi malgr^i qu’ils n’y resteront pas a moins que les renforts 
ne viennent sur le Tormes, ils pourront bien tocher d’en chasser les 
troupes de Don Julian, et si vous trouvez qu’ils en ont le dessein je vous 
conseille de les en retirer. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Aug. 1811. 

I have received Dom M. Forjaz’s letter and the enclosures respecting 
the military chest, to which the answer is written, and will go this night, 
if M. Sodre can translate the papers in time. 

I observed that one of the proposals in the Conde de Redondo’s plan is 
that we should begin a new account of the subsidy from the 1st Oct.; 
and that all arrears or debts previous to that time shall be settled here- 
after ; how, is not stated. I have taken no notice of this article in my 
observations, excepting that the regulation thereof has nothing to do with 
the formation of the military chest; hut I recommend to you to take 
notice of it, and not to increase the Portuguese debt, at least till the 
1st Oct. 

I have desired Mr. Kennedy to pay to the chest 100,000 dollars in specie 
of a sum lately arrived from Cadiz, which is 200,000 dollars in specie, and 
£100,000 in paper, which I have ordered to be paid to the chest within 
these last 8 days; and I intend to give another 100,000 dollars in specie 
of a sum which I expect from Cadiz in the end of the month. . 

P.S. I enclose the accounts of issues to the Portuguese troops to the 
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24th June, and the accounts of issues to the regiment at Cadiz, amounting 
to ^163, 800. 

To Mai^hal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 24th Aug. 1811, 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Picton, regarding Champel- 
mond, to which I beg to draw your attention. It states generally the 
purport of a conversation which I had with him the day before yesterday 
on the same subject, with this addition, that I told him I believed I was 
the cause of Champelmond's disgrace, by having reported to you the 
manner in which the sick of his brigade were sent from Nave d’ Aver in 
the commencement of the month of May. In answer, he told me that 
Champelmond had brought to punishment the officer and Surgeon who had 
gone in charge of these sick ; and he then mentioned that he had ordered 
Champelmond off the held on the 3d May, in consequence of his being 
entirely unfit for duty from sickness. All this being the case, you will 
probably think Mm worthy of being promoted to be a Brigadier General. 

To Hia Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 24th Aug. 1811. 

M. Sodrd has finished the translation of my papers on the military chest; 
hut, as I cannot tell whether the translation accurately explains my mean- 
ing, I send you the original drafts, which I beg you will return to me as 
soon as you shall have done with them ; if there should he any doubt, you 
can explain my meaning from these papers. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, 24th Aug. 1811. 

I forward a letter and its enclosure which I have received from the 
officer who commands at the hospital station at Coimbra. 

I am inclined to believe that must have made a mistake, and that 

she intended to make the complaint of * * * * which she has made of 
tttf. is in the Portuguese army. If, however, she should be 

of opinion that she has any reason to complain of f 1 1 t’s conduct, I shall 
have him put in arrest, and shall bring him to trial before a General Court 
Martial, if she will order the witnesses to attend it. 

I have likewise the honor to enclose a letter from Lieut. Gen. Hill, with 
a report from Lieut. Col. Stewart, who commanded the troops lately occu- 
pying the barracks at Evora, on the damages stated to have been done to 
those barracks. 

It is very desirable that some means should be adopted of verifying these 
complaints. It is obvious that this complaint is much exaggerated, if not 
entirely destitute of foundation; and, at all events, Lieut. Col. Stewart 
having manifested an inclination to attend to any complaints made of the 
conduct of the troops, it appears that it would have been more friendly if 
the magistrates or barrack master at Evora had complained in the first 
instance to that officer, instead of to the Sec. of State, 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B, Fuente Guinaldo, 24th Aug. 1811. 

Having received the directions of the Sec. of State to pay to 

late of the Lusitanian Legion, certain allowances from the 29th 

June, 1808. to the 23d Feb. 1809, 1 beg that you will ascertain for me 
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whether any allowances had been issued by the Portuguese government to 
the Lusitanian Legion during that period. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 25th Aug. 1811. 

I wish that you would speak to Dorn M. Forjaz about the practice which 
prevails of publishing, in the Lisbon newspapers, the intelligence received 
from Salamanca by Gen. Silveira, and forwarded by him to the Portuguese 
government, from which papers it is copied in the English newspapers. 
Our correspondents there will certainly be discovered if this practice is 
continued. Indeed they will be lucky if their own indiscretion does not 
bring some of them to the gallows. 

What do you think of one of them going to Ledesma the other day and 
dining with Don Carlos de Espana and Don Julian, which was known pub- 
licly, and talked of at Salamanca ; and, having escaped hanging upon that 
occasion, they wanted to have a meeting with A lava and O’Lawlor!!! 
However, they are so very useful to us, that we should take care that they 
are not discovered by our means. You may depend upon it that if this 
intelligence from Salamanca, as published in our newspapers, is observed 
in Paris, and it becomes an object to discover who gives it, our friends 
will be discovered and hanged. 

I think that Marmont is about to move;*and if he approaches us alone, 
or not sufficiently supported, I should not be surprised if we were to come 
to blows in a few days. However, it is not to be expected that he will 
approach us, excepting in great strength, as they are very strong upon 
the Duero. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 25th Atig. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose to you an extract of a letter of the 14th 
Aug., which has been transmitted to me by Marshal Sir W. Beresford ; 
from one paragraph of which it appears that the Portuguese government 
has decided a question respecting recruiting persons in the employment of 
the departments of the British army, upon which I intended to address 
you as soon as I should have ascertained exactly how the law stood upon 
this subject. 

It is impossible for any army to keep the field without having some as- 
sistance from the country ; and assistance of this description is particularly 
necessary to the British army in this country. It might have appeared 
desirable to the Portuguese government to know how far we could do 
without this assistance, particularly as the greatest part of the Portuguese 
army are fed by the British departments. 

I beg likewise to mention that the Spanish government, to whose troops 
we don’t at all times give this assistance, have exempted from the laws 
of the conscription all the persons in the employment of the British army. 

I am far from wishing to interfere with the laws for recruiting the 
army ; but I beg you to inform the Portuguese government that, if they 
don’t recall the words marked in pencil in the enclosed letter, I beg that 
they will take measures to feed their own troops, as the British departments 
can feed them no longer. 

The inconvenience which the army will feel from the want of the 
See Appendix, No, Vni. 
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services of tliese people would be so great, and the conductor the govern- 
ment in depriving us of tbeir services in this sudden manner, without pre- 
vious notice, is so unfriendly, compared with the conduct of the Spanish 
goveminent on the same subject, that I must submit it to the considera- 
tion of H.E.H, the Prince Regent of Great Britain. 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd, Fuente Guinaldo, 26tb Aug. 1811. 

Having been out all the morning, I have only now received your 2 
notes of this day. 

I did not know that Don Julian’s party had been withdrawn from Za- 
marra; and I suppose they have also withdrawn from the neighbourhood 
of the place, as they sent no report either of the party that went to Za- 
marra or of that which went likewise to Pastores. 

In consequence of Major Gruben complaining that his party had too 
much to do, I have ordered another squadron to he sent to you; but I 
think it would be advisable to place some of your infantry in Zamarra. 
I think you had better not send them any farther forward at present. 

Memorandum for Lieut. Col. Framingham, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 37th Aug. 1811. 

1. Capt. Macdonald’s troop of horse artillery to be ordered to be pre- 
pared to march as soon as possible, and, when ready, they are to march to 
join this army. 

2 : One of the 2 companies of artillery, now with the battering train, 
to be ordered to Gastello Branco, to take charge there of the brigade of 
6 pounders lately belonging to the German artillery. The drivers at 
Coimbra, and all other spare drivers with the army, likewise to be ordered 
to Gastello Branco. 

3. When the heavy 6 pounders shall arrive from Lisbon at Gastello 
Branco, the company of artillery, ordered by No. 2 from the heavy train, 
are to be attached to them, and the brigade of heavy 6 pounders there to 
be equipped from the horses, &c., of Capt. Thompson’s brigade, and are 
to join the army. 

4, Capt. Thompson and his company are to go to Lisbon with the Ger- 
man light 6 pounders, either drawn by bullocks or worn out horses, 
according as may be provided hereafter. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 27tli Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a letter from the Engineer at Almeida; from which it ap- 
pears that he has neither money nor people to proceed with his work, for 
which he desires to have my instructions. It is useless to instruct him 
under such circumstances. 

I have ordered Lieut. Craufurd, of the 91st regt., to place himself 
under your orders. I have no particular anxiety respecting the German 
Serjeant you mention in your letter of the 23d. 

G. 0. Fuente Guinaldo. 26th Aug. 1811. 

1, The Commander of the Forces is concerned to learn that the Portuguese troops plun- 
der the people going with provisions to the different villages in which the divisions are 
cantoned ; he desires that the General and other offcers, in command of Portuguese brigades 
and regiments, will prevent this practice. If it should be continued, the Commander of 
the Forces will be under the necessity of directing that the rolls of the Portuguese troops 
may be called every hour of the day and night. 
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To Major Gen. Peacocke. Puente Guinaldo, 27th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 21st Aug. My opinion is, that ttiere 
will be no inconvenience in equipping at Oeiras the soldiers who are lit 
to join the army ; and, when equipped, they might be embarked at Paco 
d’Arcos or elsewhere, and sent up with the tide as high as Sacavem, from 
whence they might proceed. It will not do, to send them to Oeiras, and 
to bring them back to Belem to be equipped, and keep them there in 
confinement. It is nauch better, though a little more troublesome, to 
equip them at Oeiras. However, the great difficulty will probably con- 
sist in the Commissary’s sending out to Oeiras the articles of equipment 
which they will require; but I dare say that he will not find it impossible 
to overcome this difficulty. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Puente Guinaldo, 27th Aug. 1811. 

I have desired the Commissary Gen. to pay to the chest of the ‘ Aids’ 

1 50,000 dollars of a sum of money recently arrived from England. 

The conduct of the Portuguese government in refusing to receive from 
the commissariat articles which were tendered to them, and afterwards 
purchasing those articles in the market at Lisbon, and covering this trans- 
action by a falsehood, viz., that they did not know that the commissariat 
would supply the articles wanted, is of a nature so injurious to the 
alliance, and to the very existence of the contest, and is so mean and dirty 
in itself, that I earnestly request of you to represent it to Lord Wellesley, 
and to inform the Portuguese government that I have made this request. 

The Portuguese government are, or ought to be, aware of the difficul- 
ties in which Great Britain is involved, in order to procure not money’s 
worth, but money, — specie,- — to maintain the contest, of which the pro- 
bable want alone renders the result doubtful. In order to avoid this want 
they are making the most gigantic efforts, at an enormous expense, to 
send to this country every article that an army can require, in hopes to 
save the demand for, and expenditure of, specie in the purchase of these 
aiticles in the country; and the Portuguese government, instead of se- 
conding their laudable efforts, set themselves against them, and, for the 
sake of a dirty job in Lisbon, purchase there the articles with which the 
commissariat have been supplied from England, and which were tendered 
to them. 

Either the Portuguese government are entirely ignorant of what is 
going on in the world, or they are the friends and partisans of the enemy 
to the utmost of their power. I defy them, in their situation, to aid the 
enemy so much as by increasing the demands of specie upon the British 
government. I declare that I have no patience with such conduct. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st, enclosing a 
note of the lltb from Dom M. Forjaz, on the subject of a complaint from 
the Postmaster at Estremoz, 

This complaint does not mention the name of the person complained 
of, or the regiment to which he belongs, or even the date of the occur- 
rence which is its subject, or any one circumstance by which it could be 
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traced and investigated. It is impossible to give redress when the com- 
plaints are so vague. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 8th Aug. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

* * * * ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

Any severe loss or serious check to our cavalry might have an influence 
on the result of the war; and adverting to the enemy’s superiority of 
numbers, particularly in that arm, I have always been unwilling on this 
account, as well as for other reasons, to risk large bodies at the same 
moment. 

0 > * ^ ^ 

By reference to the states which I send you by this post, your Lordship 
will see how we stand in respect to British cavalry. As for the Portu- 
guese cavalry, I am afraid that, owing to starvation, they are worse than 
useless, and we must not reckon upon more than the British. I am very 
confident that, even with the numbers which I have now with me, no 
accident can happen to us; but we have not enough to take the field on 
a decidedly offensive plan. 

In my letter of the 18th July I reckoned the French cavalry actually 
with the ^Armee de Portugal ’ about 3500 men. Recent reports state that 
the army of the north have 2500 cavalry. These are already double the 
numbers which we can produce, on this frontier, of British cavalry. But 
I believe there is also, in Castille, a brigade of light cavalry belonging to 
Marmont’s army ; at least he mentions it in a letter which we have inter- 
cepted. When, in my letter of the 18th July, I mentioned 3500 as the 
number of cavalry with the army of the south, I meant the cavalry which 
had come into Estremadura, and had joined with that of the ‘ Armee de 
Portugal.^ According to the returns which I have of Soult’s army of 
the south, he has 1114 cavalry, of which he Brought only the number 
above mentioned, as I believe, into Estremadura. From this statement, 
your Lordship will see how unlikely it is that you can make us equal to 
the French in cavalry for a decidedly, offensive operation. 

It has never been possible for us to assemble our whole army on this 
frontier, more particularly since the fall of Badajoz and the destruction 
of the Spanish army of Estremadura. We are nearly twice as far from 
Lisbon at this spot as Badajoz is. The Tagus is fordable nearly every 
where from Ahrantes to below Santarem; and if I were to leave the 
Alentejo without a respectable body of troops, the enemy might and 
would move the 5th corps through that province, and they would be at 
Lisbon as soon as I should hear that they had passed the Guadiana. It is 
as necessary to leave cavalry with that corps in Alentejo as it is to leave 
infantry ; and accordingly your Lordship will see that some of the British 
cavalry remain there. These, however, are not the most efficient regiments. 

There is another point also to be considered in the assembling of these 
large bodies of cavalry, and that is, their food. It is impossible to de- 
scribe the difficulty with which food is procured for them, Tlie cavalry 
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collected with this army are now 50 or 60 miles distant, in order to get 
food, and I trust to he able to assemble them when I shall want them. If 
I should bring them together too soon, or keep them together too long, 
the horses would starve. 

At the same time I am of opinion that we cannot have too much British 
cavalry. We can certainly do nothing without them in a general action 
out of our mountains ; and, from all that I can learn, the expense of feed- 
ing the horses is not greater than it is in England, as the hay or grass 
they eat is seldom paid for, and the straw, when they get it, is not nearly 
so expensive as the hay is in England. An augmentation of cavalry, 
therefore, should the season be favorable, and the country which is the 
scene of our operations produce forage, will give us great advantages ; and 
even if we should he obliged to keep part of our cavalry in the rear, 
from the want of forage, it will enable us to relieve those in front occa- 
sionally, and thus always to have a body of cavalry in good condition. 
I am therefore very glad that you have sent Le Marchant’s brigade. 

I am almost certain that I shall not hp able to attack Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and I think it is doubtful whether I shall be able to maintain the blockade 
of that place. However, I shall not give up my intention until I am 
certain that the enemy are too strong for me in an action in the field. 
The place, although weak in itself, and though the ground on which it , 
stands is badly occupied (the French have improved it in some degree), 
is in the best chosen position of any frontier fortress that I have ever 
seen. It is impossible to do anything against it, either in the way of 
siege or blockade, excepting by crossing the Agueda, and of all the 
ravines that I have ever seen this is the most difficult to cross, excepting 
close to the fort ; and in winter it cannot he crossed at all, excepting at 
the bridges, of which the only practicable one for carriages is under the 
guns of the fort. We must fight the battle, therefore, to maintain this 
blockade, with our backs to tbis river, over which we should have to re- 
tire in case of check ; and this would be an awkward position, in which I 
ought not to involve the army, unless the numbers are so nearly equal as 
to render success probable. You will observe that these circumstances 
all favored the French when they attacked the place from Spain, How- 
ever, there is one thing very clear, that if we cannot maintain this 
blockade, the enemy must bring 50,000 men to oblige us to raise it^ and 
they can undertake nothing else this year, for they must still continue to 
watch this place, and we shall so far save the cause. In the mean time, 
if they offer me a favorable opportunity of bringing any of them to 
action, I shall do it. 

I hear reports of peace from all parts of Spain, and it is a subject of 
common conversation and general joy araon^the French officers. I knew 
that some of them have’ received accounts from Paris, stating that peace 
was likely to take place. We have certainly altered the nature of the 
war in Spain; it has become, to a certain degree, offensive on ouir part 
The enemy are obliged to concentrate large corps to defend their own 
acquisitions ; they are obliged to collect magazines to support their armies 
(Marmont says he can do nothing without magazines, *which is quite a 
new era in the modern French military system) ; and I think it probable, 

^ See Appendix, No. Ylh 


no 


SPAIN. 


from all that I hear, that they are either already reduced, or they mxist 
soon come, to the resources of France for the payment of those expenses 
which must he defrayed in money. As soon as this shall he the case, and 
as soon as the war will not produce resources to carry itself on, your 
Lordship may he certain that Buonaparte will he disposed to put an end 
to it, and will submit to any thing rather than draw from France the re- 
sources which must be supplied in order to keep together his armies. I 
think it not unlikely, therefore, that peace is speculated upon in France. 

We have a great many officers and men sick, but none or very few 
seriously so. It is astonishing how easily the officers and soldiers of oui^ 
army are affected by sickness, and the little care they take of themselves. 
In some situations also the effects of the climate are terrible. Very recently 
the officer commanding a brigade of artillery encamped them in one of the 
most unwholesome situations, and every man of them is sick. However, 
the weather will soon become cool in this part of the country, and I hope 
there will be an end of the sickness. 

P.S. I enclose the morning state of the 25th, with a note on the back, 
showing the state of the army in cavalry and infantry in Castille and in. 
Alentejo. 

To R. Kennedy, Esq., Commissary General, Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose a letter, and its enclosure, from Mi\ Stuart, and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will let me have your opinion upon the latter. It 
appears to me to afford another instance of the desire of some of the 
members of the Portuguese government to interfere in every thing ; it 
regulates those matters which have been regulated already 50 times ; it 
interferes, by way of civil regulation, in that which can be the result 
only of military order, &c. &c. : however, let me have your opinion 
upon it. 

P.S. However desirable it may he that the Portuguese government should 
take from us articles in kind, instead of money, Mr. Dunmore must not 
he allowed to give any thing whatever without reference to you. 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your note of this day : the reports which you have re- 
ceived agree with those which I have. I rather imagine that the whole of 
the cavalry had gone forward towards Salamanca, hut 1 suppose now that 
only part is gone to open the communication with the army of the north. 
A reinforcement has arrived at Valladolid, and the army of the north is 
very strong, and is apparently about Leon, Benavente, Rio Seco, and 
Valladolid. The ‘ Armee de PortugaV are apparently collected in the 
different passes of the Sierra, Banos, Tornavacas, and El Pico, and there- 
abouts ; and they will pass the mountains probably when the army of the 
north approach the Tormes, unless they have in view some plan of greater 
extent, founded upon the arrival of larger reinforcements than I have yet 
heard of. 

It appears from intercepted letters that great preparations were ordered 
at Valladolid, Burgos, &C.5 in the end of June, for the arrival of rein- 
forcements which were to be at Bayonne early in August; and these were 
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of such an extent, and the orders so detailed, that I think that the Em- 
peror then intended to be of the party. The recall of Bessieres, in July, 
would prove an alteration of plan ; but whether he comes or not, or what- 
ever may be the extent of the reinforcement now come, or coming, it is 
certain that there is now a very large army north of the Buero. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

I enclose you the draft of a letter which I have written this day to 
Bacellar, and I rather think that the intelligence which I have received 
since I wrote this letter ought to induce me to go further, and to collect 
his troops immediately. 

You will see the dispatches to government, but I have no doubt that 
unless the design has been altered since the end of June and beginning 
of July, we shall have the Emperor in Spain and hell to fay before much 
time elapses. 

X have my train well in hand, and can have it on board again in a very 
few days. 

To Lieut. Gen, Bacellar. Puente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 18X1. 

You will have received from Gen, Silveira accounts of the enemy’s 
progress, and of their positions on the frontiers of Galicia and Txas os 
Montes. I have no doubt that their design, whatever it was, has been 
suspended, in consequence of the position of the allied army under my 
command on the frontiers of Castille; but as it is difficult to foresee what 
movements the enemy will make, and as at present the provinces of Tras 
os Montes and the Minho are in a very defenceless state, I wish you to 
give orders that all the officers and soldiers of the militia in those pro- 
vinces should join their corps; and you will direct Gen. Silveira, Gen. 
Trant, and Col. Wilson, to be in readiness to perform those operations 
which were directed by Marshal Sir W. Beresford last year, in the event 
of the enemy’s invasion of the northern provinces by the different northern 
passes. 

The enemy’s position at present at Benavente, Leon, &c., would indi- 
cate a movement by the northern passes ; and it might be expedient that 
Gen. Silveira should assemble bis cavalry, and 2 or 3 of the nearest bat- 
talions, at Braganza, from whence he would observe the movements of the 
enemy, and could adopt such further measures, according to the instruc- 
tions of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, as the movements of the enemy might 
render necessary. My opinion is that the enemy will immediately move 
their whole force towards the Agueda; but as 1 may be mistaken, and as 
a large force is certainly collected about Benavente and Leon, I think it 
proper to direct you to adopt these measures of precaution. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Puente Guinaldo, 2Sth Aiig. 181 L 

I have bad the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th insi I will 
appoint Col. Skerrett to be a Colonel on the Staff, from the 4th May, till 
the pleasure of H. E. H. the Prince Eegent shall be known. 

von. V. •>: ■ ■ ^ 
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To tbe Et. H 011 . H. Wellesley. Puente Guioaldo, 28tb Aug. 1811. 

I have tMs day received your letter of the 21st, and I now enclose 
copies of 2 dispatches to government of this date. Nothing can be more 
interesting than the intercepted letter and the return you sent me ; and 
I shall he much obliged to you for everything of that kind that you 
can send. 

I always reckoned the Imperial Guard at 6000 infantry and 900 
cavalry ! ! But there is nothing like the Spaniards for exaggerating their 
own force, and diminishing that of the enemy. I am convinced from 
these papers that Buonaparte intended to come to Spain himself: the 
departure of Bessitires for France may be a sign that that intention has 
I been relinquished. He certainly will not come unless he has a most 
commanding force. 

i ' ' 

Au G^neml Bumouriez. Puente Guinaldo, ce 28 Aoftt, 1^1^ ! • 

Je vous suis hien obligd de votre lettre du 5 Aout que je viens de 
recevoir. Yous avez vu la maniere dont nos tentatives sur Badajoz ont 
fini, et vous allez voir comment celles que j’avais I’intention de faire sur 
Ciudad Rodrigo vont finir. 

J’etais hien content de faire passer mes troupes k la droite du Tage 
pendant les chaleurs dVAodt et de Septembre, et je mena^ais Ciudad Rodrigo 
pour faire une diversion pour les Espagnols, et j’avais Fintention d’en 
faire le sit^ge, si j’eusse eu en t^te une force centre laquelle je pouvais me 
tenir. Tout de suite, voilk tout le monde que se rassemble sur moi. 
Marmont passe en Castille; Farmt^e du nord, renforc^e par des troupes 
dernierement arrivcies, arrfete sa marche sur Santocildes, et j’attends a 
chaque moment les nouvelles de son arrivt^e sur le Tormes. 

Yous verrez que Santocildes, ou plutdt Abadia, qui commande en 
Galice ^ pr^Ssent, ne pourra rien faire, faute de ressources et n’ayant 
point de cavalerie, malgr^ qu’il soit entierement dt^gagti par nous. 

Yous verrez aussi que Farmde de Blake qui est allt^e en Murcie ne fera 
rien. Peut-toe m^me que Blake sera battu par Soult, qui a avec lui le 
4® corps d’armde et la reserve, et quelques bataillons du P corps, ayant 
laissel le 5® corps en Estremadure, et le restant du V corps devant Cadiz. 
Mais si Blake n’est pas battu, soyez sur que faute de ressources et de 
discipline et d’arrangement. jamais il ne fera la marche que vous avez 
indiquee. Pour Silveira, il ne commande que la milice, qui fait tr^s hien 
pour une dt^fense pour le Portugal, mais ne peut pas entrer en opt^ration 
en Espagne. 

Ainsi vous voyez que votre perspective d’une guerre offensive n’est 
pas encourageante ; mais je ne perds pas courage. Tant que nous ne 
serons pas battus, les Fran 9 ais ne peuvent rien faire de ce c6td-ci ; et a la 
fin les Espagnols verront qu’il est ndeessaire d’organiser et de discipliner 
leurs armies et de leur fournir des ressources ; et alors les affaires irorit 
mieux. 

Je serais hien aise d’avoir le plaisir de vous voir, si vous passiez dans 
ce pays-ci; mais je ne vous le conseille pas, Yous verriez hien des 
choses qui vous degodteraient de ces guerres revolutionnaires, malgrd que 
les malheurs de notre temps les rendent peut-^tre necessaires. 
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To the Earl of liverpool. Fuente Guinal(io, 28tb Aug. 1811. 

A considerable body of troops arrived at Valladolid, by forced marches, 
on the 16th and I'Jth of this month, and turned oiF towards Rio Seco, from 
whence I have not yet heard of their moving. These troops, in number 
about 7000 or 8000, are stated to have been drawn from the garrisons in 
the north of Spain, having been relieved by the reinforcements which 
have lately arrived from France. I have likewise learnt that about 1500 
dragoons, belonging to the regiments with Marmont’s army, who had 
been sent to France in the spring, dismounted, have returned to Valla- 
dolid with their horses. 

I have not yet heard that the enemy had made any movement in the 
north. Gen. Santocildes wrote on the 15th from Astorga, that the enemy 
were in considerable strength in his front; and he proposed to retire into 
the mountains of Galicia. But as they must have heard about that time 
that the allied array were upon the frontiers of Castille, it is probable that 
the execution of their plan was suspended, more particularly as the march 
of the reinforcements, which had been forced as far as Valladolid, was 
stopped about the same time at Rio Seco. 

Marmont has likewise broken up his cantonments in the valley of the 
Tagus, and his army are in the mountains which separate Gastille from 
Estremadura ; but excepting a small body of cavalry, apparently destined 
to open a communication with the army of the north, none have yet passed 
into Gastille. I conclude that he will not pass the mountains till the army 
of the north shall have approached the Tormes, and that then the opera- 
tions of both will be directed against the allied army under my command. 

The division of the ^Armie de PortugaV which was cantoned at Jarai- 
cejo and Truxillo, in breaking up has, I hear, had some success against a 
small Spanish corps under Gen. Morillo, and the Estremadura legion 
under Col. Downie, which had removed on as far as Montanches. I have 
not yet heard that this French division has passed the Tagus. 

I have received no late intelligence from the south of Spain. Gen. 
Ballesteros was still in the Condado de Niehla by the last accounts, there 
being no vessels to remove his troops to Algeziras. 

The enemy are exerting themselves in an extraordinary manner to raise 
contributions in Spain. They have demanded one fourth of the crops 
from the cultivators of the land; and, in order to procure money, they 
sell the grain, even by retail, which is thus forced from the people by 
way of contribution. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Aug. 1811. 

Since I closed my dispatch of this day to your Lordship, I have received 
some very interesting papers which have been intercepted from the enemy. 
It appears by a return of the 10th July, that the division of Guards alone, 
which are in Castille, amount to above 15,000 infantry and 2500 cavalry; 
and as far as I can judge from the accounts which I have of the enemy’s : 
strength, they had besides, in the army of the north, at least 16,000 in- 
fantry and some cavalry, before the late reinforcements arrived. 

These papers contain very particular and detailed orders for equipping 
the ^ Armie de Portugal ’ with a very large proportion of cannon, and 
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witli Eorses to draw it, and for tlie junction of all detaclinients. There 
are also detailed oi'ders direct from the Emperor for the collection at 
Burgos and Valladolid of the contents of particular magazines; and a 
communication is made to the Due de Raguse on the 19th July, that the 
Emperor had on that day reviewed a very fine body of troops, destined to 
reinforce the armies in Spain ; which country and Portugal it had been 
determined to subdue. From all these circumstances, I should be in- 
clined to believe that the Emperor was coming to Spain in person. 

To Major Gen. R. Craufurd. Puente Guinaldo, 29th Aug. 1811, 3 p.m. 

I have just received your 2d letter of this day, and at the same time one 
of the 28th from Don Carlos de Espana, which does not mention the 
enemy’s arrival at Ledesma; neither do I believe Col. Barnard’s account 
of the arrival of the convoy. 

I have an intercepted letter this day in cypher, which shows that the 
army of the north, and the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ will join to attack us, as I 
supposed. 

If the Spanish peasantry will not trust us for a short time, they must 
keep their wheat for the French, and we must eat our biscuit. I can’t 
get up money in sufficient sums to pay ready money for all our provisions, 
and the pay of the troops likewise. 

To Marshal Sir W* C. Beresford, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, 29th Aug. 1811. 

I find that the militia in Beira are not supplied with arms, and it is 
desirable that you should immediately turn your attention to that object. 

I find that the government has supplied the Superintendent of Trans- 
ports, who is to buy mules for fne artillery, with paper money only. He 
will not get one mule in Spain for the whole sum in paper that he has in 
his hands. 

I am in hopes soon to have with each of the 5th and 6th divisions a 9 
pounder, or a heavy 6 pounder brigade ; and I propose then to send away 
your 6 pounder artillery for these divisions, and you might apply the 
mules to render Arentschildt’s and Dickson’s artillery quite complete : or 
if they can be completed otherwise, it would be very convenient to have 
these 2 brigades in reserve with the army, in case it should he desirable 
to move any division by mountain or narrow roads; for either one or the 
other purpose, they will both he disposable in the course of a short time, 
I hope. 

To H. S. H. the Duke of Brunswick. Puente Guinaldo, 29th Aug. 1811. 

I have delayed to reply to your Highness’ letter of the 27th July, 

regarding Lieut. ^ till I should receive an answer to a reference upon 

the subject which I made to Col, de Bernewitz for information, and I 
have now the honor to enclose to your Highness a letter which I have 
received from Col. de Bernewitz. I recollect to have refused leave of 
absence to Lieut. after the siege of Badajoz, or to accept his resig- 

nation without your Highness’ consent, because I was not aware of the 
circumstances which occasioned the request for leave, or the offer of the 
resignation, and I wish to adhere to the rules which I had made to allow 
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no officer in your Higliness’ regiment to resign Ms commission and return 
to Germany, without your Highness’ special permission ; but if I had 
been made acquainted with the circumstances which had occurred, I should 

have thought it desirable that Lieut. should quit the service, and 

should in the mean time have leave of absence. 

My reason for entertaining this opinion is, that the instances of want 
of spirit among the officers of the army are very rare, and the example of 
punishment for this crime is not required. This being the case, I should 
wish to avoid giving the soldiers, and the world, a notion that an officer, 
particularly one belonging to a foreign nation, can behave otherwise than 
well in the presence of the enemy; and if there should be an unfortunate 
person who fails in this respect, I would prefer to allow him to retire to a 
private station, rather than expose his weakness. 

On these grounds, I would still recommend to your Highness to accept 

the resignation of his commission, which Lieut. has offered. Your 

Highness will observe that he has absented himself from his regiment 
without leave, for which crime I propose forthwith to order him in arrest; 
but I beg to recommend to your Highness to accept liis resignation, and 
to allow him to return to Germany, as being in every respect an officer 
unfit to serve His Majesty in your Highness’ regiment, at the same time 
that it is not expedient to expose his weakness by bringing him to trial 
before a General Court Martial. 

To His Excellency C, Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 29th Aug. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th Aug., in 
which you have enclosed one of the 23d from Dom M. Forjaz, desiring 
to have my opinion of a proposed regulation on the subject of means of 
transport, and of supplies of provisions for the troops. 

As the Commander in Chief of the British army, I have nothing to say 
to any Portuguese regulation, excepting to obey it, as .far as may be in 
my power, and as far as it may not be inconsistent with the orders and 
regulations of His Majesty. I am sorry that there are parts of the pro- 
posed regulation which are inconsistent with those regulations, viz., all 
the arrangements included in the '7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th articles. I 
can’t allow any person to give receipts for provisions excepting those who 
receive them ; nor can I allow the Commissary Gen. to pay for provisions 
delivered to the British troops on the production of any document, except- 
ing the receipt of the person who received the provisions. 

If I am desired, as the Marshal General of the Portuguese army, to give 
my opinion of the proposed regulation, I answer that the regulation 
appears to me to be entirely useless in many parts, and in others injurious 
to the public service. 

There is already a Superintendent of Transport in each province, whose 
duty appears to he of the same description with that prescribed for the 
Inspector General of Transport and of Provisions in the 1st, 2d, and 
3d articles of the proposed regulation. I don’t see the use of 2 officers to 
perform the same duty. The lists of means of transport to he made, under 
the 4th a,rticle of the regulation, were actually made and completed in all 
the provinces of the Kingdom, in consequence of a proposition made by 
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me as long ago as November, 1809, and I have now copies of them. It 
might be very proper to order that new lists might be made in parts of 
Beira and parts of Estremadura, in consequence of the invasion of those 
provinces last year; but the lists of the means of transport, &c., in the 
other provinces ought still to be complete. 

All that is required to render the existing system perfect is to enforce 
the law. 

1st ; To oblige all magistrates, npon whom reqnisitions should be made 
for means of transport, to issue their orders to the owners of means of 
transport to produce them at a certain place, at a certain time. 

2dly ; To oblige the magistrates to levy a penalty on those who should 
omit to obey this order ; and, 

3dly ; To punish all magistrates who should omit to levy the penalty if 
the means of transport should not be produced as ordered. 

I beg to observe that this is the law of England, and the practice ; and 
it is notorious that more attention is paid in England to the rights of 
private property than in any other country. But, on the other hand, every 
person is obliged, under a penalty, to assist the public cause; and the 
magistrates are obliged to do their duty, or they are punished according 
to law. 

If this system be carried into execution, it will be necessary that the 
Portuguese government should pay regularly the hire of the means of 
transport which are required for the service, and then the odious and 
oppressive system of embargo may be put an end to throughout the 
country. But I wish the government to understand that, unless the owners 
of means of transport are forced to produce at the place and hour ordered 
the means which are required; unless the magistrates are forced to do 
their duty ; and unless the Portuguese government shall pay regularly 
for the means of transport required for the Portuguese army, either the 
odious system of embargo must continue in all its rigor, or the Governors 
of the Kingdom must make up their minds to lose the country. 

I see that the 5th article goes to suspend the powers of the Special 
Commission and of the magistrates, in regard to the proprietors of lands ; 
which, in my opinion, is not advisable. The proprietors of lands are 
those most able to supply means of transport. They are the persons most 
interested in the defence of the country ; and yet the effect of the regula- 
tion would be to protect these very people from punishment, for neglect- 
ing to supply the means of transport which are necessary for its defence, 
and which they alone have in their possession. 

The 6th article is as objectionable as the others. The question is, 
whether means of transport are required for the army or not. If they are 
required, they must be made to go the distance ordered, unless relieved. 
They cannot be relieved unless a fresh set of magistrates and fresh in- 
habitants should do their duty, and produce fresh .means of transport 
required from them. Upon this subject a new regulation is not required. 

1 have always objected to the plan of the government crowding different 
objects into the same regulation. I have already stated the objections to 
the remaining articles of the proposed regulation as referrible to the British 
army ; and understanding that there is now under consideration a plan for 
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regulating a Commissariat for the Portuguese army, the consideration of 
this part of the subject should be deferred till the Commissariat should be 
established, to which it essentially belongs. I am convinced that the 
proposed regulation in the ^th, ,8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th articles must be 
altered when the Commissariat shall be established, or it will be very 
inconvenient to that establishment. 

I request you to lay this letter before the Portuguese government, as 
containing my opinion on this regulation. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo, 29th Aug. 1811. 

I was obliged to send off the dispatch to you at an early hour this morn- 
ing, in order to catch the post at Elvas, and I did not reply to a very 
interesting part of your letter of the 21st inst. 

l am quite convinced that the majority of the officers of the Spanish 
army would prefer submitting to the French to allowing us to have any 
thing to say to their troops. In truth, they are by no means convinced, 
or at all events will not allow, that our officers know any more of their 
profession than they do themselves; and we may depend upon it that we 
should always have them acting against us, and tliat all of their class in this 
country would follow their example. 

I think it probable, but I am not quite certain, that we should get some 
of the lower orders of the people of Spain to serve in regiments officered 
by British officers ; but I am convinced that if the authorities of the 
country should set their faces against the measure, we should get but few. 
Then the discipline through which a soldier must pass, that in which he 
must he kept, and the privations to which every soldier is exposed, don’t 
render his life a very happy one ; and this circumstance, added to the 
reproach which every soldier under the command of our officers would 
have to endure from the Spanish officers and people of that class, would 
occasion desertion to a degree scarcely credible. We have already expe- 
rienced it in the Chasseurs Britanniques, in which regiment there were 
some Spaniards, but they have all deserted. 

If we trace the history of the establishment of British officers in the 
Portuguese army, it will be found that two circumstances occasioned it. 
1st; the absence of a great number of the efficient officers of the army 
with those corps which were, and are still, in France, and the suspicions 
which attached to those which were returned to Portugal. 2dly ; the 
murder of the Commander in Chief, Bernardin Freire, in a mutiny of 
the soldiers, and refusal of all the Portuguese officers to take the com- 
mand of the troops. 

To this add, that it had not been unusual to call foreign officers to the 
coinmand of the Portuguese armies; and circumstances which had recently 
occurred had tended very much to raise the reputation of our officers at 
that time in Portugal, while the conduct of the foreign officers in the ser- 
vice had tended to sink theirs. 

None of these circumstances exist in Spain; and it must not be ex- 
pected that we should find the Spanish soldiery inclined in the same degree 
to submit to our discipline. 

You will then say, what is Great Britain to do ? I answer, persevere 
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ill tile contestj and do the best she can, while she endeavors to prevail upon 
the Spaniards to improve their military system. 

The contest is expensive, and affords but little or no hopes of success, 
excepting by tiring the French out. After all, military success probably 
could not reasonably be expected in a contest between the powers of the 
Peninsula and Great Britain on one side, and the French on the other, 
which had begun by the French seizing the armies, the fortified places, 
the arms, and the resources of the Peninsula. These are circumstances 
to which the people don’t advert in general, hut they hear upon every 
event of the contest; and the folly and treachery of the Spaniards in the 
loss of battles and strong places have increased our difficulties, but still 
1 am not without hopes. We have already, in some degree, altered the 
nature of the war and of the French military system. They are now in a 
great measure on the defensive, and are carrying on a war of magazines. 
They will soon, if they have not already, come upon the resources of 
France ; and, as soon as that is the case, you may depend upon it the war 
will not last long. 

, We may spend 10 millions a year in this country ; but it is a very erro- 
neous notion to suppose that all that expense is incurred by the war in 
the Peninsula. Our establishments which we have here would cost very 
near half that sum if they were kept at home, and the surplus only should 
be charged as the expense of this war. I don’t mean to say that that ex- 
pense is not great, hut it must he borne as long as the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese can hold out, or we must take our leave of our character as a great 
country. 

I enclose an intercepted letter which was in cypher, which shows that I 
have not mistaken the enemy’s plan of operations. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S, Cotton, Bart. Fuente Guinaldo, SOth Aug. 1811. 

I have perused the proceedings of the General Court Martial, of which 

you are President, on the trial of private , of the 5 2d regt., 

whom the Court have recommended in the body of their sentence^ in 
which recommendation I entirely concur ; but as that mode of recom- 
mendation adopted by the General Court Martial is not regular, and has 
been forbidden by His Majesty’s orders, I return the proceedings of the 
General Court Martial on this trial, and request that that part which re- 
commends private may he struck out from the sentence, and 

may he the subject of a separate letter. 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, SOth Aug. 1811. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will have some mode ar- 
ranged of feeding your detachments on the roads to the army. They 

G. O. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th Aug. 1811. 

4. The Commander of the Forces is happy to have it in his power to pardon , 

who, it appears, was taken prisoner when absent from his regiment, without leave, in search 
of wine. The same misfortune has happened to other soldiers; and the Commander of 
the Forces trusts the soldiers will at last discover that it is better to be satisfied with their 
allowance of wine thari to absent themselves from their regiment in search of more, and 
tuns incur the risk of being taken by the enemy, and to lose their reputation as soldiers by 
being deemed deserters. 
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come througli our cantonments invariably starving, and they are fed by 
our Commissaries, which, in addition to our own detachments, is an in- 
crease of consumption not provided for; and it prevents the accumulation 
of supplies which is necessary in order to enable the army to do any 

I thing. In the march routes to the detachments from this army, it is parti- 

cularly specified at what places, and from whom, they are to receive provi- 
sions ; and very few, and very small, magazines are sufficient for the purpose. 

It would be very desirable if an arrangement of the same description 
were made for the march of the detachments of the Portuguese army. I 
have complaints from our cantonments on the high road from Castello 
Branco of the consumption of the supplies for these detachments, and it 
comes to he a serious object. 

; A Don Carlos de Espana. ^ Fuente Guinaldo, ce 30 Aofit, 1811. 

? J’ai donne ordre qu’on donne ^ FAmhassadeur d’Espagne a Lishonne 

2000 fusils et autres dquipemens pour tee a vos ordres ; et 1200 fusils et 

I autres e^quipemens pour le rt^giment Z(CK PnV 2 ceM, pour tee pareillement a 

vos ordres. 

Vous me demandez k prelsent 1000 fusils, et Je voudrais savoir si vous 
envoulez 1000 outre les 3200. Jevous prdviens que je n’ai pasd’t^quipe- 
mens, les ay ant envoy tj tous a Cadiz. Yous me demandez aussi de les envoy er 
a Oporto. C’est dommage que vous n’ayez pas pensd ^ Oporto plutdt, si 
vous Youlez y avoir les 3200, parceque les fusils auront dtd donnds il y a 
quelques jours a I’ Ambassadeur d’Espagne, et les departemens Anglais 
ne peuvent plus s’ en charger apres qu’ils ont tite donnes FAmhassa- 
deur. Mais je ne doute pas que si vous ecrivez a M. FAmbassadeur, il 
vous les enverra a Oporto. 

! Il parait que Fennemi va se rassembler en assez grande force sur le 

Tormes. Quand je saurai leur force, je verrai ce que nous pourrons faire. 

To Gen. Abadia. Fuente Guhialdo, 30th Aug. 1811. 

I I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15th Aug. 1 

had already requested Col. Sir H. Douglas to apprise your Excellency of 
the state of affairs in this quarter, and I have now to inform you that we 
remain still in the same positions as when he left this. 

' The enemy heard on the 14th inst. of our arrival here, and it appears | 

that from that time they altered their design in the country north of the j 
Duero, whatever it was. I understand that the troops which arrived at * 

Yalladolid about the middle of the month, by forced marches, halted at 
Rio Seco; and I learn that there was another detachment of about 7000 
very fine troops still at Yalladolid on tbe 22d. Marmontat about the same 
time commenced collecting his troops in the Puertos, and on the 28th and 
29th his advanced guard passed through the Puerto de Banos, and arrived , 
on the 29th at Tamames, 

I understand from an intercepted letter that it is his object to effect a 
junction with the army under the command of Gen. Dorsenne, which is 
that beyond the Duero, and the 2 to move to attack this army. Tliis 
r junction, which I cannot prevent, will necessarily frustrate my object, ' 

more particularly as I see by your account of the state of your army, that 
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you caii’t move from Galicia; and I propose to act according to circum- 
stances and to the strengtli of the enemy. It is very obvious, however, 
that unless the enemy should be very largely reinforced, they can’t un- 
dertake any thing serious against you, so long as I can keep my army 
collected and entire, unless they should give up Giudad Eodrigo.^ 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th Aug. 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 25th and 26th. I see that, even by 
their own accounts, the Portuguese government are debtors to us, after 
bringing in the charge for the 20th regt.,and for the supplies to the latest 
period ; and they will he debtors for a much larger amount when the 
accounts shall be settled, as they ought to be, on the principle fixed by us. 
You did quite right to send your note, marked A, in your letter of 
■the;'26th. 

I don’t understand what offence the Spaniards can have taken with my 
brother’s letter to Bardaxi. 

I am afraid that Beresford has been rather in a hurry in his application 
to the Portuguese government about Colman and Madden. 1 applied 
some time ago to the Horse Guards to have these officers restored to their 
rank in the British service, and received an answer stating that hereafter 
it might he granted upon an application from the Portuguese government. 
The time for the application was not stated ; hut it appears to me that the 
proper time for such an application would have been the moment at which 
the allied army should have obtained any success, if again they should gain 
such. It would then certainly have been successful : success is now 
doubtful, and a second refusal of the application may affect its final success. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th Aug. 1811. 

A Portuguese of the name of — — — — passed through here some days 
ago, on his way to Lisbon from Madrid, respecting whom, since he has 
gone through, I have entertained some suspicions. It appears by his 
papers that he was appointed to he an officer of the Secretariat by Senhor 
Araujo, and was employed in the embassy at Madrid, where he has 
remained ever since the revolution. He told us some few lies here, hut 
that is nothing. What strikes me as extraordinary is, that he should have 
been able to find his way from Madrid, through the French armies and the 
guerrinas, bringing with him some valuable baggage, and a kind of suite, 
consisting of his sons, servants, &c. If 1 have a correct notion of the state 
of things at Madrid, he could not have passed with this train from that city 
to the guerrillas without the connivance of the government, and, if that is 
the case, he has come for some sinister purpose. He talked to me of his 
intimacy with Bom M. Forjaz. I rather think that the guerrilla Avril, 
who first took charge of him, has not a good opinion of him. 

To Major Gen. E. Craufurd. Fuente Guinaldo, 31st Aug. 1811, 11 a.m. 

I have received the reports of Lieut. Bedell and Major Griihen; and 
the letters which I received last night gave me reason to believe that the 
enemy had not come to Tamames. There is no convoy coming to Ciudad 
Rodrigo. The convoy which left Salamanca on the 2‘Ith, or was about to 
^ See Appendix, No* IX. 
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leave it, was one of artillery for the < Armie de Portugal,'' and its ronte is 
between the Tormes and the Duero. 

I have constant intelligence from Salamanca, the last letter dated the 
S'lth ; and there was no convoy for Ciudad Bodrigo then thought of. 

To Major Gens, Slade, Anson, and Alten, and CoL Sir G. Calcraft. 

Fnente Guinaldo, 31st Aug. 1811. 

Arrangements have lately been made, which I hope will he carried into 
execution, to attach to each of the regiments of cavalry under your com- 
mand such a number of mules as will secure for them a constant supply 
of corn I hut I am desirous to carry this arrangement still further, and, if 
possible, that each of the regiments should at all times have in its canton- 
ments a supply of corn to last the horses for 6 days. A large supply of 
corn is shortly expected from the magazines in the rear; but it is obvious 
that this quantity can be gained upon the daily consumption only by re- 
ducing the allowance, if the horses should be in good condition, and while 
they don’t work, and if they should be well provided with other forage. 

It is impossible for me, or for any body who does not see the horses, to 
judge of these points ; but I request you to reduce the quantity of corn to 
be issued to the horses of the regiments in the troops under your com- 
mand, to 8, or even 7, pounds a day for each horse, if you should be of 
opinion, from the circumstances above referred to, that you can do so 
without injury to their condition, in order, with what shall arrive from 
the magazines, to gain upon the consumption a store of corn, to remain in 
the cantonments of the regiments, which will last the horses at the full 
allowance 6 days. When this store shall have been accumulated, I should 
then wish that, at all events, the issue of the full allowance should be re- 
commenced. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 31st Aug, 1811. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will talk to Dom M. Forjaz 
about the state of the bridges on the Alva, on the Ceira, and on the Mon- 
dego, which were destroyed in the last campaign, some by the French and 
some by Gen. Bacellar. 

Among other excellent establishments in Portugal still existing there is 
a fund for the construction and repairs of roads and bridges, which, like 
all others, is, I believe, entirely misapplied ; and then, as usual, when it 
becomes necessary to do the work the expense falls upon us. 

It becomes necessary to repair these bridges forthwith. In the course of 
the month of October the rains will commence, and the safety of the army 
may depend upon the passage of these bridges being secured. I have 
already sent an officer to look at them, and, whether the government will 
repair them or not, I must have them repaired; hut I am determined that 
the expense shall be charged against the subsidy. 

It is too bad, that with funds existing in the country for all these pur- 
poses, and with persons capable of executing them, I can get nothing done 
excepting by my own officers; and then we are involved in the greatest 
difficulties to get the people necessary to work, and the materials to enable 
us to perform the works which we are obliged to undertake. 
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1 beg you to tell Dorn M, Forjaz that I desire to know, by return of 
post, whether the Portuguese government will or will not undertake to 
repair the bridges on the Alva, the Geira, and the Mondego, in such a 
manner as that they will be passable in October ; and that, if they will 
not, I request them to write orders to the Governor of Coimbra, and the ma- 
gistrates of Arganil, Goes, Louzao, Ponte da Murcella, Foz d’Arouce, &c., 
to give every assistance that Capt. Macleod may call for, either in work- 
men or materials, to enable him to repair them. 

P.S. Gen. Bacellar, who destroyed the bridges on the Mondego, should 
be ordered to repair them. 

To the Earl of liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st Sept. 1811. 

I received only yesterday your letter of the 20th July. In case the 
unfortunate event, which you mentioned, should occur, I am at a loss to 
know how I shall employ Herbert Taylor with this army, excepting in the 
situation of D. A. G., now held by Gen. Pakenham, but which he would 
resign, I know, if I could make any other convenient arrangement for the 
performance of its duties. 

Employment with the Spaniards would not suit him at all. Sir H. 
Douglas is in the only situation of that description in which he would feel 
any interest ; and he is too low down among the Colonels of this army to 
give him the command of a brigade. 

If you should think that the situation of D. A. G. would suit him, 

I shall be obliged to you if you will offer it to him. Major Gen. C, 
Stewart generally goes home every winter, when the business of his de- 
partment would fall upon him ; and, in the event which would leave him 
at liberty to accept the situation, it is probable that it would be necessary 
to Stewart to be absent for a great length of time, in order to ensure his 
election to Parliament. 


O. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st Sept. 1811. 

> # # * * 

Winch sentence has been confirmed by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces. 

2. The Commander of the Forces regrets that an officer of the rank of — • 

sliould have placed himself in the situation in which that officer now finds himself; 
and should have persevered in the error which he had committed, notwithstanding that 
its nature and the consequences likely to result from his conduct were repeatedly repre- 
sented to him ; and that he was earnestly urged by those whose opinions ought to have had 
an influence over Him to recall the improper letters which he liad addressed to his Com- 
inandiiig officer, Major Gen. Campbell. 

3. If tile extreme sensibility to tlie censure of his Commanding officer, which was the 

pretext for the disrespectful and offensive conduct of which has been found 

guilty, had been of that good description which induces those who feel it to avoid censure 
Ijy attending strictly to their duty, by obeying with zeal and precision the orders which 

tiiey receive, and by upholding the discipline and subordination of the army, — 

would have attended to the advice he had received to withdraw his offensive letters, rather 
than incur the risk of receiving a stronger censure under the sentence of the General Court 
Martial. 

4. The Commander of the Forces hopes, however, that that sentencewill convince 

— — that whatever may be his feelings, he cannot with impunity express them to his Com- 
manding officer in terms of disrespect and offence, even when he thinks he has reason to 
complain of his Commanding officer’s conduct; and that he will recollect, in future, that a 
General Court Martial will enforce the rules of the service which protect every officer from 
disrespect and insult on every occasion, but most particularly when in the execution of his 
duty. 
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To Vice Adm. the Hon. 0. Berkeley. Fuente Gumaldo, 2d Sept. 1812. 

I have received your letters of the 29th Aug., regarding the conduct 
of 2 marines on duty at Fort S. Julian, and I am very sensible of the 
kindness of the motives which have induced you to refer this case for my 
consideration. I have directed the Judge Advocate to draw charges against 
these men founded on Major Dickenson’s report. 

I am much obliged to you for sending the newly arrived detachments to 
Figueira. 

I agree entirely with you about the sea sand on the platforms at S. 
Julian. It will undoubtedly render the water brackish collected in the 
tanks from these platforms, and fresh sand bags can be placed at any 
moment. 

Have you heard any thing of Lord March ? 

The AM, to Major Gen, the Hon. G, L. Cole, Ath division. 2d Sept. 1811, 

In reply to tlie letter of tbe D.A.A.G. of the 4tb division of the 30th ult., I have 
to call your attention, by direction of the Commander of the Forces, to tbe pro- 
ceedings therein mentioned not being in conformity to the system laid down by 
his Excellency, or to tlie usual mode of proceeding with regard to sick leave. 
The certificate of ill health should in the first instance be forwarded by the General 
officers commanding divisions ; and in extraordinary cases of emergency, from the 
illness of the individual, or from the march of the division or corps, the officer, 
whose certificate is sent, may proceed to the nearest hospital station. But the 
assembly of a Medical board is only directed by an order from the Commander of 
the Forces, signified to the Inspector General, who orders the same at the nearest 
hospital station where the officers arrive after being permitted to leave their coips. 
And it is not intended that Medical boards should be held in tbe several divisions 
without going through the usual forms, nor that leave of absence should be 
granted but by the G. 0. of the army. I have forwarded Capt. Egerton's letter to 
Dr. Franck, directing Medical boards to report on the officers’ cases alluded to 
on arrival at Abrantes. 

To Lieut. Col. , — th regt. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d Sept. 1 8 11, 9 p.m. 

I return your letter of this day’s date, as it contains a request to which 
I can give no reply, unless the letter should be transmitted in the channel 
prescribed by His Majesty’s Regulations. 

To Gen. Bacellar. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d Sept. 1811. 

I write to inform you that the Spanish army has been obliged to retreat 
from its positions at La Baneza and Puente de Orvigo, and has fallen back 
at least as far as Villa Franca. 

I am not exactly informed of the circumstances which occurred previous 
to the retreat of the Spanish army of Galicia, but I believe they must have 
sustained some check. 

A considerable proportion of the enemy’s troops, which were in thek 

Q, O, Fuente GuinaldOj, &d Sept, 1811. 

5. The Commander of the Forces observes that both — and — — - were 

made prisoners going in search of wine, and afterwards enlisted into the service of the 
enemy, in order, if possible, to make their escape. 

6. This is a dangerous experiment ; and very possibly those who attempt it may find 
themselves engaged with their countrymen and comrades before they can carry this dpign 
into execution. The soldiers will thus see the disgraceful situation in which they are liable 
to fall by their irregular endeavors to get more wine than their allowance, or than can do 
them any good. 
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front, have arrived at Salamanca, with a view to operations in this quarter, 
in concert with the army of Marmont; and it is stated that 25,000 men, 
helonging to the army of the north, will be assembled there in the course 
of a few days : at all events, it is obvious that the enemy have at present 
no design to extend their operations in that quarter, and therefore it ap- 
pears to me desirable that Gen. Silveira should place his corps of obser- 
vation for the present at Freixo de Espadacinta, or Torre de Moncorvo, 
rather than at Braganza. 

To tbe Earl of Liveipool. Fuente Gumaldo, 3d Sept 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received from the 
Conde de Aguiar, and its enclosures, from which I learn that H.R.H. the 
Prince Regent of Portugal has been pleased to confer upon me the title of 
Conde de Yimeiro, and the Grand Cross of the Order of the Tower and 
Sword, and a pension of 20,000 jper 

I heg that your Lordship will lay these letters before H.R.H. the Prince 
Regent, and request that His Royal Highness will he graciously pleased 
to permit me to accept of the favors which H.R.H. the Prince Regent of 
Portugal ha5 been pleased to confer upon me. 

Having considered it my duty to urge the local Portuguese govern- 
ment, almost with importunity, to increase the disposable revenue of the 
state to the utmost, by every measure in their power, as well of increased 
taxation as of reform of abuses in the collection and management of the 
revenue, and of economy in the grant of salaries and in every branch of 
the expenditure, as the only measures by which the expenses of the war 
could he provided for by the necessary sums of specie, I have thought it 
proper not to accept of any allowance from the Portuguese government 
for the office of Marshal General of the army, which I fill. 

In case H.R.H. the Prince Regent should think proper to allow me to 
accept the favors conferred upon me by H.R,H. the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, I propose in like manner to decline the acceptance of the pen- 
sion offered to me during the continuance of the existing war for the inde- 
pendence of the country. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Fiiente Guiiialdo, 4th Sept. 1811. 

I received your letter yesterday evening. You are quite right to go on 
the staff to the East Indies, if you think it will suit your views; and I can 
only say that I shall he very sorry to lose your assistance here. 

I hope that you will soon get well of the ague: you had better move 
up to this high ground for a day or two. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 4th Sept, 18U. 

In answer to your letter of the 31st, I state that I conceive you will act 
correctly in not making over to the Portuguese government all the money 
which the Commissary Gen, gives to you. I order him to give to you 
money whenever he can spare it, specie particularly. You must be the 
best judge whether the money ought to he given to the Portuguese 
government. Their debt to us is now so large, and daily increasing so 
fast, that I conceive that you ought not to advance any more money, 
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unless it is obvious that the money can’t be got from any other quarter 
and that the service suffers from the want of it. You will observe that 
there will be a very heavy demand for the provision stores lately required 
and a demand for the provisions issued to the troops from the 25th July 
to the 24th Sept. 

P.S. I return the list of persons who receive netvspapers. I hnow no- 
thing of any of them, excepting of those who are officers of the army, 
and of course can form no judgment whether any of them send thenews- 
papers to the French army. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 4th Sept 1811. 

I enclose the copy of a dispatch* from Gen. Foy, who commands the 
division of the ^ Armee de PortugaV at Truxillo, to Gen. Girard, who 
commands a division of the 5th corps at Zafra, which was intercepted and 
deciphered, and shows that the plan of the enemy is exactly what I in- 
formed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the 28th Aug., that I believed 
it was. 

That this is the plan is further confirmed by an intercepted letter of 
the 1st inst. from Gen. Wathier, at Salamanca, to the General commanding 
at Ciudad Rodrigo, of which I enclose an extract, f announcing the in- 
tention of the General commanding the army of the north to collect 25,000 
Guards at Salamanca in the course of 6 days, and to move to ffie relief of 
Ciudad Rodrigo in concert with the Due de Raguse. 

Your Lordship will observe that Gen. Wathier states that the army of 
the north had had some considerable success against the Spanish army of 
Galicia. I have received no accounts of these operations, excepting that 
the troops which had been halted at Rio Seco, towards the middle of 
the month, had afterwards moved forward upon Benavente about the 23d 
or 24th. No attack had been made as late as the 26th; and Gen. 
Dumoustier’s division of Guards arrived at Salamanca on their return 
from the expedition on the 1st inst. ; so that it is not probable that the 
check received by the troops in Galicia was of the important description 
stated by Gen. Wathier. • 

I enclose a letter, however, of the 15th inst., received from Gen. 
Abadia, who commands the army in Galicia; from which your Lordship 
will observe that they are in want of every thing, and that I did not form 
an erroneous calculation when I stated, in my dispatch of the 8th Aug,, 
that I could not believe that this army could make any movement to assist 
us. I don’t believe that they have been defeated, as stated ; but I shall 
consider it very fortunate if- Gen. Abadia should be able hereafter to sus- 
tain himself in Galicia. 

Some detachments of convalescents, amounting to about 2000 men, 
belonging to the ^ Armie de Portugal^ which had been left in Castille, 
have lately been sent to join their regiments; and this army has likewise 
been reinforced by the dragoons lately returned from France with their 
horses. I likewise believe that some of the reinforcements (of the num- 
ber I am not accurately informed) which have lately entered Spain have 
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been sent on from Valladolid to join this same army. Your Lordship will 
see from Gen. Wathier’s letter the strength in Guards expected from the 
army of the north, which must either he exaggerated, or the Guards have 
been reinforced since the return of the 10th July, adverted to in my dis- 
patch of the 28th Aug. 

The ^ Armee de Portugaly however, reinforced, and the Guards, even 
according to their state on the 10th July, united, would he too strong for 
me to think of maintaining the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo on the other 
side of the Agueda, under all the disadvantagps attending the communi- 
cation across that river. I therefore propose to take a position on the left of 
the Agueda, if I should find the enemy to be really in such strength as that 
it is not advisable that I should attack them, and leave it to them to attack 
us if they should think proper. 

In consequence of the statement in Gen. Foy’s letter, that a body of 
troops from the army of the centre were to take the ground of the ‘ Armee 
de Portugar Kt Plasencia and Almaraz, I have desired Gen. Hill to 
detach a body of troops, which had before been prepared for that purpose, 
to Gastello Branco, to keep up the communication between him and the 
army, and to station himself with the 2d division of infantry at Portalegre. 

I have received reports that a division of the 5th corps had moved upon 
Gen. Ballesteros near Ayamonte. The General retired to the Isla de la 
Canela, in the mouth of the Guadiana; and the enemy were in Ayamonte, 
but in small force, on the 24th Aug. As the ships had arrived to carry 
off Gen. Ballesteros to Algeziras, I imagine that the enemy will have 
retired again from Ayamonte. 

According to accounts from the south east coast, which I have received 
from Mr. Wellesley, it appears that the Spanish army of Murcia had 
retired early in August to its position at Lorca, one of the divisions having 
received a check on its retreat. Gen. Roche reports, on the 14th Aug., 
that the French had in front of this army only 14,000 men; and if this 
report be true, it is probable that Soult has returned to Cordova with a 
part of his force, which is generally reported throughout the country. 

P.S. Since closing this dispatch I have received a letter from Gen. 
Silveira of the 1st inst, ; from which I learn that Gen. Abadia had retired 
in the best order from La Baneza and Puente de Orvigo, and that he was 
preparing to resume his position in front of Astorga, in consequence of 
the retreat of the enemy. 

I enclose the morning state of the 1st inst. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Gumaldo, 4th Sept. 1811. 

I enclose my dispatch of this day. Since writing it I have received 
a letter from Silveira, of the 1st, which affords ground for belief that 
Abadia managed his matters remarkably well ; and that, instead of having 
retired to Coruna, he was about to advance again to occupy his ground at 
Astorga. I don’t give any credit to the account of Mina’s affair. I must 
have heard of it if there had been any foundation for tbe report. 

I believe I can send you 3000 or 4000 stands of arms, but no accoutre- 
ments. 


having determined to quit the French service without any 
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engagement being entered into with him, there does not appear any occa* 
sion for making such an engagement at present. 

I will apply to the Sec. of State regarding him after I shall have 
inquired from some of our officers whether he really did behave well to 
them when they were taken at Talavera, as I am sorry to say, that I have 
heard from some of them, that the Irish officers in the French service 
behaved particularly ill to them. 

I have not often seen so absurd a paper as *s. It would do 

very well for the Encyclopaedia ; but there is not one word in the whole 
paper applicable to the present situation of Valencia. 

To Brigade Major May, R. A. Fuente Guinaldo, 6th Sept. 1811. 

I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 2d, which I have 
just received. Every thing appears to me to be in a very satisfactory 
state ; and I only wish that matters were also so satisfactory in other 
quarters as to give me hopes that I should be able to derive all the ad- 
vantage from your arrangements which they are calculated to afford. 

P.S. I had thoughts of attaching to each ti’oop of horse artillery one 
of the iron 5^ inch howitzers, instead of the small brass howitzer they 
have ilow. Let me have your opinion whether the carriages, &c., of these 
iron howitzers are so complete as that this arrangement would answer. 
We could contrive to give them another ammunition car to carry spherical 
case for this howitzer. 

The A.G. to R. H. Kennedy^ Esq., Commissary General 6th Sept. 1811. 

I have communicated the contents of the enclosed letter to his Excellency the 
Commander of the Forces, and he is of opinion the cars should be allotted, agree- 
ably to the arrangement of the Inspector of hospitals, to the several divisions as 
they may arrive, by an officer of your department, and afterwards to be sent to the 
Commissaries of each division as appropriated. The Commander of the Forces 
desires that these officers should then take them in charge, keeping lists of their 
names and places of abode, treating the drivers well, and giving fair notice to 
them that if they desert the Commander of the Forces will never cease to have 
them followed until he catches them, and that the severest punishments will follow. 
The Surgeons of divisions will make regular requisitions on the Commissaries of 
divisions for the cars as they are wanted. 

The A.G. to Lieut, Col. EU^, A.A.G, dth Sept. 1811. 

I am to acquaint you, for the information of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart., 
that 4 bullock cars per brigade for the cavalry will he allotted for the transport 
of the sick by the Commissary Gen., in lieu of the spring waggon; and the Com- 
missaries of the cavalry will receive and take charge of the same, granting them 
upon the regular requisitions made for them by the Surgeons of the cavalry. 

Tfie A,G. to Dr, Franck, hispector of hospitals. 6th Sept 1813, 

I herewith enclose a copy of a letter I have written to the Commissary Gen*, 
on the subject of the distribution of the cars to the several divisions for their sick, 
and you will be pleased to acquaint the respective Staff Surgeons of the mode in 
which they are to apply to receive the same. I shall acquaint the Gentrdi officers 
I of divisions with this arrangement. 

* An order has been issued to the several divisions to send 6 camp kettles per 

division to the care of the Assist. Surgeons of the respective divisions, at the hos- 
pital station at Castanheira. 

VOL. V.'; ■ ■■' ■ , ■ ■ . « ' 
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TAe A*G, to iJuA.J. Os. Isf, 3^ 4iA, 6/ft, and Light dkisiom. 5tli Sept. 1811. 

I am to acquaint yoti, for the information of the officer commanding the — 
division, that a proportion of bullock cars, viz., 10 to each division, will allotted 
by the Commissary Gen., and sent to the Commissaries of each division, in lieu of 
the spring waggon, for the transport of the sick. The Staffi Surgeons of divisions 
will apply to the Commissaries for what they require. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 6th Sept. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 31st Aug., and I 
am much concerned to find there is any difficulty upon a subject on which, 
of all others, it appears to me that there ought to he none. 

The establishment of post mules on the roads for the conveyance of 
letters is one of the ordinary establishments of the country, of which the 
government have at all times borne the expense; and the question is, 
whether the government or the military chest are to defray this expense 
in future. It is very possible that I may he mistaken in my notion that 
profit is derived from the establishment of the posts in Portugal, and that, 
owing to the usual mismanagement, what is profit elsewhere becomes loss in 
this country; hut that is no reason why the military chest of the British 
army should defray the expense of the Portuguese posts ; neither can any 
ground he found for such an extraordinary conclusion in Senhor Sodrd’s 
correspondence with the Sec. of the Post Office. 

When the army pursued the enemy to the frontiers of Castille, there 
were no means on the roads of communicating by letter with Lisbon, and 
Senhor Sodrd wrote to Senhor J. S. Gomez, to urge that measures might be 
taken to have post horses placed at the stations at which they had formerly 
been ; for which horses Senhor Sodrt^ was authorised to say that the Com- 
missary Gen. of the British array would provide forage, and also rations 
for the postillions, as the only mode by which either could he provided 
with subsistence in those days. 

An advance was made by the Portuguese government to the post masters 
oi^ contos oi reis^ to enable them to purchase and place mules upon the 
roads, in order to provide the means of communication. I believe it will 
he admitted that it was the interest and the duty of the Portuguese 
government to provide these means without loss of time ; and they ac- 
cordingly made this advance, which the post masters were to repay out of 
the sums due to them, of 400 rets each mule per diem^ for keeping the 
mules. 

It now appears that not only the government refuse to pay the expense 
of the rations given to the men and animals placed on the roads, by which 
alone they were kept alive, but that a claim is stated against the military 
chest for the advance of 6 eontos of rei$ for purchasing them, in order to keep 
up the communication, for which it is the peculiar duty of the civil 
government, in every civilised country, to provide. And this claim is 
made at the same time that it had been settled that the post masters were 
to repay these very advances ! 

I am willing to pay from the military chest the usual price of 200 rets 
a league for every post horse or mule used for the service of the British 
army on the ordinary lines of communication of the country; and, besides, 
to pay half a dollar a day for each horse or mule kept at the post stages 
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on the lines of commnnication established purposely for the service of the 
array ; but the government must pay the expense of all the rations which 
have been delivered to the postillions and post mules, or of the 400 reis 
per diem, which have been given for each mule kept on all the ordinary 
lines of communication of the country, of which I shall send you the 
account. , 

I beg to have an answer to this proposition by return of post, and that 
you will inform the government if they don’t acquiesce in this propo- 
sition, I request they will provide posts for the Portuguese army, and for 
the civil correspondence in all parts of the country, as well on the direct 
as on the cross lines of communication ; for if any proposition so unreason- 
able should be insisted upon, as that the military chest of the British army 
is to defray the expense of all the Portuguese posts between the Tagus 
and the Douro, I give notice that I will not allow any Portuguese corre- 
spondence of any description, whether civil or military, to be carried on 
by those posts of which I shall defray the expense. 

I beg that you will lay this letter before the Portuguese government. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Fuente Gumaldo, 7th Sept 1811. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Gen. Carrera, of the Spanish 
service, who is anxious to proceed immediately to Cadiz; and I shall be 
much obliged to you if you will forward his wishes, by providing him 
with a passage in a man of war, whenever an opportunity may offer. 

To Lieut Col. ^ — regt. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th Sept, 181 L 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th inst., in which 
you have desired that I should give you leave of absence for 2 months to 
go to England, ‘where business deeply involving your future prospects 
requires your presence.’ As I have been under the necessity of declining 
to comply with all the requests of this description which have been made 
to me lately, I cannot comply with yours; and I observe that you must 
have been prepared for this answer, by the answer which I learn from 
Major Gen. Campbell that he had sent to the letter which you had written 
to him upon the same subject. 

As you have stated to me in a former letter the nature of your business 
in England, and as it appears not only that it can, hut that if you were in 
England you would he under the necessity of transacting it in writing, 
and therefore that it can be transacted with equal advantage from this 
country, I feel the less concern at being obliged to refuse to comply with 
your request for leave of absence. 


To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th Sept* 1811. 

So much time elapses before soldiers who have been in hospital in this 
country recover sufficiently to he able to undertake a march to join their 
regiments; and being under the necessity of making them invariably 
march under the command of an officer, to keep them in order, whereby 
the march of even those who are sufficiently recovered is necessarily 
frequently delayed till the party becomes so large that an officer can 
be afforded to take charge of it: this has occasioned very large depufe 
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of coBvalescent and recovered men and officers at all our hospital stations, 
but particularly at Lisbon. 

It is impossible to allow the command and charge of these depdts to 
fall into the hands of any Captain of the army who may happen to be the 
senior of the convalescent officers, or the senior of those who may have 
been sent to the hospital station in charge of sick; as the charge, at all 
times one of importance, is sometimes of great magnitude, as, for instance, 
there are now at Lisbon not less than 8000 sick and con valescent soldiers. 

Under these circumstances, not being able to spare Field officers for 
the duty, I have been obliged to select a Captain to place at the head of 
each of these depdts, who is generally the best in his regiment, and neces- 
sarily one of long standing. Of course this is an inconvenience to the 
regiments, and a detriment to the service; and it occurs to me that there 
might be found in England Field officers who would be glad to undertake 
this charge, who would have sufficient intelligence to conduct it well, hut 
who are unequal to the more active and arduous duties of the field. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will mention the subject to 
His Royal Highness; and if he should consent to the plan proposed, ii you 
will endeavor to find 4 intelligent Field officers, to be sent out here, to 
be at the head of our principal depots of convalescents. 

I allow the Captains when employed on this duty 9^. a day. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Puente Guinaldo, 7th Sept. 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Marshal Sir W. Beres- 
ford, containing the copy of one which he had received from the Conde 
de Aguiar, acquainting him that the Prince Regent of Portugal had been 
pleased to confer upon him the title of Conde de Trancoso, and the Grand 
Cross' of the order of the Tower and Sword. 

I beg your Lordship to lay these letters before H. R. H. the Prince 
Regent, and to request the permission of His Royal Highness for Sir W. 
Beresford to accept the honors conferred upon him by H. R. H. the Prince 
Regent of Portugal. 

The A,G. to Col. Darroch, Lisbm. 7th Sept. 1811. 

I am directed to desire that no time should be lost in arranging such books and 
papers belonging to the department as have been sent to Lisbon, and which 
hereafter he transmitted from head quarters as they accumulate here. To carry 
this intention into effect, you will he pleased immediately to deliver to a good 
bookbinder in Lisbon, 1st; The letter hooks of this office as you may have received 
them, or as they may he sent, commencing the 1st May, 1809 ; these hooks to be 
hound anew, as neatly as possible, with their indexes attached, making each volume 
to contain the letters of 6 months.* 2dly ; All the return books, in which monthly 

* On the xetum of the army from the Peninsida, in 1814, the boxes coritaming the papers 
^the A4j. Gen.’s department were sent to the Adj. Gen.’s office, Horse Guards. There 
being no room there, these boxes were sent to the stores in Tooley Street, and subsequently 
removed to the Tower, where they were placed in store above the Armory which was de- 
stroyed by the fire on the 30th Oct. 18^1. The letter hooks, however, had been taken out 
of these boxes in 1822, from the store in Tooley Street, by Lord Downes, the Storekeeper 
General, by order of the Duke of Wellington, then Master General of the Ordnance, for 
the purpose of making some reference to them, and, fortunately, they were not returned. 
They were discovered at the Ordnance Office in Pall Mall, in 1844, and a selection has 
been made from those letters relating ifo detail, discipline, &c.,- for the purpose of being 
inserted in this work. 
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returns and weekly states are entered, to be bound in like manner, numbered, 
and the periods marked on the back of the volume. 3dly ; Ail letters or other 
papers sent to Lisbon to be classed, and put into portfolios under their proper 
heads, and carefully assorted : nothing that can ever be called for, or that can be 
of use, to be destroyed. 

I hope to get the G. O. of this army in a short period into a proper state ; and I 
am desirous that the utmost exertion should be used to carry these instructions 
into elfect. I shall direct all the letter books and return books, &c., to be for- 
warded to you forthwith; and if you can procure some good clerks or persons to 
assist in completing this service, you will be allowed to charge for them in your 
contingent account. You will not fail to acknowledge the receipt of this, and the 
measures adopted in consequence, and the progress you make. I understand 
Lieut. Crompton has much knowledge of this sort of business, and I should esteem 
it as a particular favor from him if he would assist in the arrangement. 

The AM, to Dr, Franck, Inspector of hmpitaU, ' 8th Sept. 181 L 

In answer to your letter of yesterday’s date, Telative to an issue of money being 
made to the medical gentlemen at the hospital at Castanheira, for the purpose of 
procuring vegetables, &c., for the sick, I have to remark on the extreme incon- 
venience and confusion in the men’s accounts that such a proceeding gives rise to ; 
as also to express the Commander of the Forces’ desire, that no divisional hospital 
should exist under any general arrangement from this department : if such are 
ever formed, it must te solely managed by the Commanding officer of the division. 
His Excellency therefore desires that the hospital at Castanheira should be esta- 
blished as a general hospital from the 12th inst, and taken under general hospital 
regulations ; and I have received the Commander of the Forces’ directions to 
apprise you that he will not allow me to take cognizance of any hospitals that are 
not on the general establishment. You will be so good as to acquaint me if it is 
necessary to send a commandant to Castanheira. 1 shall delay doing so, until I 
hear a further report upon the state of the malady at that place, which I conclude 
will determine you in retaining the hospital there, or removing it elsewhere. 

The AM. to R. H. Kennedy, Esq., Commissary General, 8lh Sept. 18U. 

In consequence of a representation from Dr. Franck relative to the lamentable 
state of the inhabitants of Castanheira, not only from having a bad fever amongst 
them, but also from a want of the actual necessaries of life, 1 have the directions of 
the Commander of the For;es to desire you will send instructions to the officer of 
your department at the above place to issue such quantities of meat and wine, for 
the use of the inhabitants, as the medical gentleman at that station may point out as 
necessary. 

The AM. to Capt. Brown, Belem, 9th Sept. 1811. 

Your letter of the 5th inst. and enclosure has been submitted to the Commander 
of the Forces, and I have to communicate the following additional instructions 
relative to forming the dep6t at Oeiras : 

1st; The order of the army is, that when 30 men of any regiment or brigade 
are sent to tlie hospital, an officer of the brigade shall be sent with them, who shall 
be responsible for the men’s accounts, &c. ; and that a Captain shall be sent when 
100 men go to hospital. One officer to be sent hack to the army in charge of40 
men ; and all convalescent officers to join the depot, so that a sufficient number of 
officers would always remain with the dep6t. 

2dly ; By another order of the army, money was to be drawn for the use of the 
soldiers at the convalescent depdts only in proportion to their wants. The officers 
drawing the money were to be responsible for the sums they drew to the Pay- 
masters of the several regiments to which the men belonged for whom the money 
should he drawn. 

3dly ; It is proposed to have 2 depdts for receiving soldiers from the hospitals 
at Lisbon, viz., one at Belem, and another at Oeiras ; and it is proposed that both 
should be under the superintendence of the officer commanding at Belem, in order 
that he may regulate what there should be at each, and what men and at what 
periods they should go off from each to the army. 
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4tlily ; It appears to tlie Commander of the Forces that the mode in which the 
men should be selected for Oeiras should he as follows, viz. : Men who should 
have recovered their strength at Belem so far as that they should^ be able to walk 
about, and would be likely by their disorderly conduct to become ill again, should 
be sent to Oeiras; men who upon coming out of hospital should be already in 
such a state of health, as that the same apprehension might be entertained respect- 
ing them, should be sent to Oeiras. 

Stbly ; According to this mode of selection, if the weather on one day should 
not be such as lo allow of the lauding at Pa^^o d’Arcos, it will probably on another ; 
and it will be indifierent on which day the men shall go to Oeiras. When ordered 
from Oeiras to the army, if the weather should not permit of their embarking at 
Pa^o d’Arcos, they can march direct from Oeiras upon Lumiar without passing 
through Lisbon, 

6thly ; There must he a Commanding officer and Staff at Oeiras ; and those pro- 
posed for this duty are approved of. 

7thly ; It does not appear necessary that the officer in charge of the men at 
Oeiras should have an account with the Paymaster Gen. 

Sthly; If the men in the depdt at Oeiras should first have passed through the 
dep6t at Belem, the officer belonging to tbe brigade or division, who will have 
oeen in charge of them, will have been accountable far the sums drawn on their 
account; and when he will hand them over to the officer of the brigade or division, 
who is to take charge of them at Oeiras, it will be with a return of neceKSsaries ; 
and the officer who will receive charge of them at Oeiras will begin a new account 
with each man of each regiment, on his own account, in the same manner as he 
will for each man going direct to Oeiras from the hospital, instead of passing 
through Belem depot. 

9thly ; However, as the dep6t at Oeiras is to he under the direction of the 
Commandant at Belem, it will be better that all the parts of which it is composed 
should be parts also of the dep6t at Belem ; and that the senior officer of each 
regiment, brigade, or division, whether residing at Belem or Oeiras, should draw 
the money from the Paymaster Gen. for the men of the brigade, regiment, or 
division, and he accountable for it; and that those in command of the detachment 
of the regiment, brigade, or division, at which he will not be resident, should be 
responsible to, and act under his orders in every respect. 

I return the enclosure in your letter of the 5th ; in it is marked what cannot be 
allowed. You will communicate these instructions to the Commandant at Lisbon, 
and report to me, for his Excellency’s information, what further occurs on this 
head of service. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th Sept. 1811. 

I enclose a sealed paper, which contains a letter of the 8th inst., which 
I received last night, from Lieut. Col. , of the — regt. 

I beg that you will return this paper to Lieut. Col. , and inform 

him, that although the Regulations allowed of his applying to me direct 
for leave of absence, on an occasion on which his immediate superior had 
declined to forward his application, it is inconsistent with the spirit, as 
well as a breach of the letter of the Regulations, that he should forward com- 
plaints of his immediate superior, on various subjects, under pretence of con- 
tinuing a correspondence on the subject of his request for leave of absence. 

I hope that the feelings which Lieut. Col. expresses upon the cen- 

sure which he has received will induce him to avoid that conduct in future, 
which may expose him to it. The object of His Majesty’s Regulations, on 
the mode to be observed by officers in forwarding their applications, and 
stating their complaints, is not less to support the discipline and preserve 
the subordination of the army than it is to bring to the knowledge of the 
Commander in Chief the truth, by which knowledge alone he can do 
justice to all parties. 
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To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo, 1 1th Sept. ISH. 

I have received your letter of the 30th, and I now enclose my dispatch 
of this day. I have no news which that dispatch does not contain, ex- 
cepting a report that Suchet is collecting his troops at Qarago^ja. 

Is it true that Monserrat is taken ? 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, llth Sept. 1811. 

I have received your letter, enclosing one from Lord Wellesley of the 
24th Aug., relative to the omission of Dom M. Forjaz to make known to 
the Prince Regent of Portugal the names of the officers who had distin- 
guished themselves in the service in this country; to which I have to 
reply, that Dom M. Forjaz receives from me every week a dispatch, con- 
taining an account of the operations of the army during the preceding 
8 days, in which dispatch the names of those officers of both services who 
have distinguished themselves are mentioned. These dispatches are in- 
tended for the information of the Governors of the Kingdom ; and I con- 
clude that they communicate their contents, or possibly transmit the 
originals, or copies, to H. R. H, the Prince Regent in Brazil. 

Dom M. Forjaz has no authority from me to recommend any officer, 
nor any means of acquiring information regarding the services of any 
officer, excepting from these weekly dispatches. 

As the contents of these dispatches, particularly those parts of tliem 
relating to the services and merits of different officers, are published in 
the Lisbon Gazette, I should think that it might have been discovered 
that the names of the officers, British and Portuguese, who had distin- 
guished themselves throughout the war, were already known to His Royal 
Highness, and that, without any great effort, Dom M. Forjaz might have 
been screened from the imputation of neglect and disobedience upon 
this occasion. But I am concerned to have again to remark that, in 
addition to all the other difficulties which prey upon me in this country, 
the support of the British government is not given to that officer of 
H. R. H. the Prince Regent’s government in Portugal, who was selected 
by His Royal Highness, and upon experience has been found to be the 
most fit of all His Highness’ servants to carry on the arduous concerns 
with which he is charged. 

I say ‘ found upon experience,’ because I don’t hesitate to acknowledge 
that I entertained against Dom M. Forjaz prejudices of the same descrip- 
tion as appear to be entertained against him in Brazil ; hut I altered my 
opinion of him upon experience of his abilities, bis zeal, and his integrity ; 
and I think I have reason to complain that this officer, who is thus pre- 
ferred by me, after a prejudice against him, and upon trial, has not 
received the support of His Majesty’s government in Brazil, and that he 
is consequently at this moment on the point of being driven from his 
office in disgrace, and all the details of the military department to be 
placed in the bands of a person certainly less capable, but probably 
entirely incapable, of conducting them, and this in the middle of a 

campaign. ; . \ 

I had recommended to Dom M. Forjaz to resign his office, and had 
determined to make no effort to induce the Prince Regent to retain Mm 
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in his service ; because His Royal Highness, in his letter to me of the 
1th Feb, last, expressed his displeasure with him in such strong terms, 
that it appeared to me to be useless, and likely only to be injurious to 
Dom M. Forjaz, to endeavor to protect him against the powerful party in 
Brazil, who appeared determined to remove him from his office, and, if 
possible, to destroy him. The accusations against him also are so incon- 
sistent with each other, and so contemptible, that it is obvious they are 
only the effect of malice and of the spirit of party, which could have been 
contended against successfully on the spot alone. 

Dom M. Forjaz is at one time accused of being a partisan of the French. 
He is then accused of disobeying the Prince’s orders, of opposing himself 
to his Prince, and of founding his opposition on the support he received 
from His Majesty’s servant in this country, and of boasting of this sup- 
port, forgetting that Dora M. Foi^az, who is the Secretary of the Local 
government in Portugal, will neither obey nor disobey any orders hut 
those of the Local government. He is then accused of an intrigue with 
me, forgetting that I have something else to do and to think of besides 
the petty intrigues of Lisbon; that, excepting the Patriarch, I never 
spoke to any member of the Portuguese government ; that I don’t know 
even by sight the majority of them ; and that it is quite impossible that I 
can feel any interest in their proceedings, excepting as they affect the 
operations of the war: and lastly, to crown all, Dom M. Forjaz is ac- 
cused of disobeying the Prince’s repeated orders, in omitting to bring 
under His Royal Highness’ view, in order to receive marks of His Royal 
Highness’ favor, the names of his friends, the English officers, of those 
friends on whose support he relies to keep him in office against the wishes 
of his Prince. But this last crime is, I conclude, committed in his quality 
of French partisan. 

To Lieut Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fuente Guinaldo, 11th Sept. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 24th Aug. Gen. Campbell had 
already consented to stay some time longer. 

When I wrote to you in February last in regard to Clinton, things were 
in a very different state from what they are now, and the opinions of 
people very different. 

I object to the mode which our officers have of adopting an opinion 
upon a subject before they can entirely understand it; and each then 
acting as if it were necessary that he should produce by his conduct an 
alteration of measures in an army, as he would in the House of Commons. 
Every man has a right to form his own opinion, and to retain it if he 
thinks fit; but I expect, what I don’t always find, viz., that when he 
comes to the army, he shall act according to my opinion, I being alone 
responsible for every thing. However, matters are so altered, and it is 
so little likely that there can he any difference of opinion about what is 
going on, or what may go on, that not only I have no objection, hut I 
shall be glad to have the assistance of Gen. H. Clinton. As for former 
subjects of difference of opinion, they are gone by, and are not worth 
considering; neither would I ever think of them under existing cir- 
cumstances. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 11th Sept. 1811,. 

I have received yonr letter of the 21st Aug., regarding the intention to 
request the Prince Regent of Portugal to return to this country ; and I 
can only assure your Lordship that the government shall be made ac- 
quainted with the opinion which I have been able to form upon that sub- 
ject, as His Royal Highness’ return will affect the situation of affairs 
here and in Brazil. 

It is my opinion that a change of government in Portugal is become 
absolutely necessary. The Prince Regent’s servants have in fact no 
influence over the proceedings of the Local government ; and it appears 
to me that approbation is claimed from Brazil, in proportion as all 
the measures proposed by the Prince Regent’s servants are opposed. 
None of the reforms proposed in the civil departments of the army are 
yet carried into execution ; the Local government have positively refused 
to adopt some of them, and they have done every thing in their power to 
defeat the effect of others, by the mode in which they have proposed to 
carry them into execution; and they would not have discussed even one of 
the plans proposed, if I had not positively refused to allow a shilling of 
the additional subsidy to be paid till they were adopted. 

It is a matter of astonishment that such a spirit should exist among 
people who absolutely depend for their existence upon the continuance 
of His Royal Highness’ protection of their country, but so it is. The 
truth is, that they have been ashamed of the degree of influence and 
power which they had been induced to give to British officers in their 
army. The contrast of the conduct of the Spaniards is perpetually occur- 
ring to them ; the Spaniards reproach them that they have no country, 
and that there are no Portuguese; and the object of the Local govern- 
ment appears to be to diminish the reputation and the influence of the 
British officers as much as they can, after they have given them the com- 
mand of their c:*mies, and to raise that of Silveira, and of others of this 
description ; and with this view they oppose every measure proposed by 
us, and I suspect have gfme even farther, and have employed more than 
the due proportion of t^e resources of the government to support the 
little desultory operations of these officers, in preference to those of the 
army. I believe there was never a more flagrant instance of the perver- 
sity of the human mind ! I I believe that if had cordially sup- 

ported the measures of the King’s servants here, that the government 
would have been changed long ago ; as matters are, however, there is no 
chance of a change of government, or of an alteration of its conduct for 
the better. 

Without more knowledge than I have of the character of the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, it is difficult for me to determine what effect would 
be produced by his coming to assume the government. The endeavors 
to raise the national character would probably be redoubled, to which, 
however, I have no objection whatever, if the measures for improving, 
and for the better application of the resources of the country recom- 
mended by me, are carried into execution; and as I believe fear is the 
predominant feature in the character of the Prince of Brazil, I think that 
a sense of the danger which would result from a neglect of the measures 
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proposed would secure Ms support of tliem ; l)ut it would be necessary to 
have about him a British minister, who, at the same time that he should 
conciliate His Royal Highness’ confidence, would act cordially with the 
officers in command of the army. 

It might be necessary to insist with His Royal Highness that all the 
engagements entered into with Beresford when he took the command of 
the army, regarding the promotions of the army, punishments, &c. &c., 
should he strictly performed, otherwise the Fidalgos would soon annihi- 
late all discipline, and ruin the army. 

The presence of His Royal Highness in Portugal would have many 
good effecte in respect to the contest, if it should produce no very bad 
effect in respect to the authority which we now have over the operations 
of the army. 

1st; it would give fresh spirit to the exertions of all the Portuguese, 
many of whom look very anxiously to the future state of their country, 
even if it should get through the existing crisis. 2dly; it would have 
some effect of the same description throughout the Peninsula, as well on 
the Spaniards as the French, It would show both that Great Britain was 
not only determined to persevere, but considered success to he certain, if 
the Portuguese should continue their exertions in union with us. 

I am not so certain of the effect that will be produced by this change 
in Brazil, and indeed I don’t understand the subject so well ; but it is 
my opinion, that the British government ought to consider even this 
branch of the subject as it will affect the interests of Great Britain 
through Portugal, and not as one affecting the mercantile interests of His 
Majesty’s subjects. 

Brazil will be reduced from the situation of an independent country to 
that of a colony, which the inhabitants of Brazil may not much like; and, 
considering all that is going on around them, some of them (unless they 
are well managed, as we may be certain they will not he) may be induced 
to oppose ; but even in this extreme case of the loss of Brazil, I should 
think it the interest of Portugal, and of course of Great Britain, that the 
Sovereign should reside in Portugal. 

I am not entirely convinced that Portugal can do without Brazil; hut 
it is not impossible, in my opinion, to conciliate the interests of Brazil, 
and of Portugal, the Sovereign residing in the latter kingdom. It cannot 
be done, in my opinion, by bringing back Brazil to the state of restraint 
of a colony in point of trade ; and if the trade is left as it is, the mercan- 
tile interests of Brazil, and of His Majesty’s subjects, will not be injured 
by the removal of the government to Portugal ; hut in this case it would 
probably be necessary to arrange that a proportion of the duties on im- 
ports and exports paid in Brazil, should be transferred to the treasury of 
Portugal. 

If this object should be effected, the political and financial interests of 
Portugal will be conciliated with the mercantile interests of the colony 
and of the British merchants. It is impossible for me to say whether it 
can be effected or not; I only state what is desirable, and what must be 
effected at some time or other, if the result of the contest should be suc- 
cessful, and we should be able to maintain the independence of Portugal 
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against tlie enemy; neither is it possible for me to judge whether the 
inhabitants of Brazil would be content to return to the situation of a 
colony, their trade being left independent, paying to the mother country 
a part of the duties levied upon it 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Gtiinaldo, 1 1th Sept. 181 L 

I have received your letters of the 21st and 23d Aug., regarding specie 
for this country. 

Since I wrote to you on the 1st Aug. we have received more money 
than usual from Cadiz, and we have got some at Oporto, which, with the 
sum which arrived very opportunely from England, relieved our dis- 
tresses. You may depend upon it that there is no scheme for raising a 
shilling which can be suggested which is not considered ; and, when it 
comes to be closely examined, it generally turns out that it would not 
answer any purpose, except to interrupt for a time the success of the 
existing mode of raising money. 

The only thing that has ever occurred to me that it might be practicable 
to try, and which might produce the effect of bringing some money into 
the chest, which would not come into it otherwise, is to lodge in the hands 
of the Commissary Gen. a certain sum, £100,000 for instance, in exche- 
quer bills, and to enable him to issue them when he should think proper, 
with the consent of the Commander in Chief, and to pay and charge the 
interest of them in his accounts when issued. 

We might possibly, at some periods, get some money in this manner, 
and we might save the issue of some specie in the payment of our debts, 
by paying them in exchequer bills. 

In the discussions for the formation of a military chest for the Portu- 
guese army, to which Sydenham was a party, it was pretended that some 
difficulty was experienced in the arrangement, because I would not engage 
to pay a specified sum every month from the military chest to the King’s 
minister, to enable him to pay the subsidy ; hut this was nonsense. I 
proved that the payment of the subsidy was in advance ; and, in point of 
fact, when all accounts shall he settled, I have no doubt that it will he 
found that we are in advance, on account of the subsidy, not less than 
^^ 400, 000 

The difficulty on the subject of specie, as well as that felt on every 
other subject, originates with the government; and, till a new govern- 
ment is formed, and acts upon better principles, the increase of subsidy, 
even accompanied as it has been by an increase of revenue, will produce 
no effect. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 11th Sept. 1811. 

Eeferring to the assembly of troops on different points on our frontier, 
and to the accounts which I receive from the Admiral of general naval 
preparations, I should wish that, till the equinoctial rains have filled the 
Tagus, we should be tolerably strong in fleet, either at Cadiz or Lisbon. 

I think we have nothing to apprehend on shore, and nothing on shore 
and afloat, if the Tagus should be in a state to afford us a barrier ; but, 
being fordable every where just now, and there being a chance of an 
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attack by land and by sea at the same time, I think it proper to mention 
“that we ought to have some maritime strength, particularly if the govern- 
ment give any credit to the reports of the great maritime preparations by 
the enemy which are in circulation. 

To tfae Barl of liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 11th Sept. 1811. 

I have received lately from the Duke of York several orders to send 
regiments home, &c. &c. ; upon which I should wish to be informed wbat 
is tbe practice of the service. 

If His Royal Highness directs me to draft 2 battalions into one, there 
is no material diminution of force here, and I understand that the arrange- 
ment is to be carried into execution; but he has lately desired me to send 
home the 85th regt, which I intended to do as soon as it should be 
relieved, or immediately, if there had been no prospect of an early opera- 
tion; and by the last post the 29th and 97th regts., the whole of which 
would make a diminution of about 600 R. and F, of infantry, which be- 
comes a little important. 

I don’t know whether I am right or wrong, hut I consider your Lord- 
ship responsible for the force I have here ; and although I should be sorry 
to be tbe cause of any unpleasant explanation on a subject of this kind, 

I think it right to inform you that I have received these orders, and that 
I consider that I must obey them ; hut if it should be possible, it is desir- 
able that you should come to an understanding with His Royal Highness 
regarding the recall of troops from this country. 

I have written to him this day, to tell him that I had detained the 85th, 
and should detain the 29th and 97th till relieved, in consequence of the 
sickly state of some of the regiments, and the prospect of an early opera- 
tion, unless I should receive his. orders to send them home immediately 
at all events. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Puente Guinaldo, 11th Sept. 1811. 

The plan of operations of the enemy’s armies, or the period of its exe- 
cution, appears to have been altered since the 1st inst., as the Guards have 
not been collected at Salamanca, at least as far as I have beard ; and 
Marshal Marmont has undoubtedly removed his head quarters back again 
to Plasencia, and Foy’s division of infantry of the ^ Armee de Portugal^^ 
which he announced in his letter in cypher to Girard, of the 20th Aug., 
was to cross the Tagus at Almaraz, still remains in Lower Estremadura, 
The enemy, however, are actively employed in raising contributions in 
Castille and Estremadura; and a detachment of the Guards and of the 
Landers de Berg, which arrived at Salamanca on the 1st inst., drove Don 
Julian’s troops from Ledesma on the 4th, and have since obliged them to 
retire across the Yeltes, They have, however, themselves again retired 
towards the Tormes. 

Either these operations or increased vigilance of the police at Sala- 
manca have prevented my receiving any intelligence from my corre- 
spondents in that town since the 3d inst., and I am therefore not fully 
informed of all that has passed lately, and is passing, on the 'Tormes and 
the Duero. I am very apprehensive that their silence may be attributed 
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to tile latter cause, aBcL even that some of them may have suffered for their 
attachment to us, as the intelligence which they sent to Gen. Silveira 
having been constantly published in the Portuguese, and afterwards copied 
into the English newspapers, must have attracted the notice of the enemy ; 
and it is more than probable that if any great operation is in contempla- 
tion, particular orders have been sent to increase the vigilance of the 
police, and to put an end to all intercourse which I may have had with the 
interior of Spain. 

The enemy appear not only to have altered the plan of operations which 
they had formed for the army of the north, and for the ^Armee de For^ 
tugall for the first days of this month, but also the general plan for the 
campaign of the year. Soult certainly marched to attack the Spanish 
army of Murcia, and his intention was to endeavor to obtain possession of 
Carthagena. He left in the blockade of Cadiz 2 divisions of the 1st corps, 
and in Seville and about Zafra, in Estremadura, the 5th corps. He had 
some success, as reported in my last dispatch, against one division of the 
army of Murcia, on tlie 9th Aug,, and the army of Murcia took a position 
near Lorca. It is generally reported that there had been another action 
on the i 4th Aug., in which the French suffered considerable loss ; but 
Mr. Wellesley has transmitted to me a letter from Gen* Roche, from 
Alicante, of the 18tb, in which he does not mention that event, and T 
therefore give no credit to this report. But it appears that Soult, instead 
t)f following Ms success against the army of Murcia, has returned to 
the westward; and 1 have a report that a detachment had arrived on the 
2d inst. at Llerena, in Estremadura, and that he was about to assemble a 
force there. It is so difficult to obtain intelligence in the south of Spain, 
that I can't be certain of the truth of this report. Mr. Wellesley has 
transmitted me another, received from Gen. Campbell, of the 26th Aug., 
which the latter had received from Gen. Beguines, that the enemy had 
moved upon Malaga. 

These 2 reports are not entirely inconsistent with each other. It was 
probable that the intelligence of our movements upon Ciudad Rodrigo 
would induce the enemy to turn all their attention to this side of the 
Peninsula; and that the desire that Girard should occupy the position of 
Truxillo, which it is very necessary for the enemy to secure, would 
occasion the march of additional troops to occupy the country about 
Zafra ; and this would impede the execution of all the great plans in the 
south east part of the Peninsula, at the same time that Soult would still be 
sufficiently strong to carry on bis operations in the Campo de Gibraltar. 

If the alteration of the plan, or of the period of execution by the armies 
immediately in my front, is connected with a plan for a general move- 
ment of all the armies towards the frontiers of Portugal, the movement 
stated would be made upon Llerena ; but probably as large a force would 
be assembled at that place as could be drawn from the southern provinces 
of Spain ; in which case the movement upon Malaga could not be made. 

This is tbe plan, the execution of which would probably be attempted, 
if the Emperor were to come to the Peninsula; but since the receipt of 
the intercepted letters, adverted to in my dispatch of the 28th Aug., and 
which were dated in the end of June, I Iiave had no reason to believe he 
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was coming; and as Bcssi^res and other officers have been called to 
France suddenly in the end of July, and from intelligence lately received 
from Bordeaux, I am inclined to believe he is not coming ; and I don’t 
think the execution of this plan would be intrusted to any of his officers 
now in Spain. 

The French retired from Ayamonte on the night of the 24th, and a 
detachment proceeded to make an attack upon the castle of Paymogo, in 
which a small Spanish garrison had been left hy Gen. Ballesteros, The 
enemy were repulsed. 

The detachment of Spanish troops in Estremadura, under Gen. Morillo, 
joined with Col. Downie’s legion, and the cavalry of the 5th army, the 
whole under the Conde de Penne Villemur, have had some success in 
an attack which they made upon a detachment of Foy’s division, at 
Caceres. They drove the enemy in a very creditable manner from that 
town, and took some prisoners. 

P.S. Since I wrote this dispatch, I have received a letter of the *7th 
from Salamanca, which has relieved me from the anxiety which Tfelt 
respecting my correspondents in that place. It appears that the enemy 
have not collected on the Tormes the troops which they had intended to 
collect early in the month. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 11th Sept. 1813. 

I enclose the weekly state of the 1st, and the morning report of the 
8th inst. 

I am sorry to say that our young soldiers are sickly ; hut the disorders 
are not very violent ; and I hope that ah the end of this month they will, 
he less prevalent. It is melancholy, however, to see the effect which the 
Walcheren fever has had upon the constitutions of both officers and soldiers. 

To Gen. Bacellar. Fuente Guinaldo, 12th Sept. 1811. 

Major Gen. Don Carlos de Espaha has informed me, that, upon the 
recent movements of the enemy between the Tormes and the Yeltes, he 
had been under the necessity of sending across the Duero the battalions of 
Spanish recruits which he was forming on the left of that river, and that 
one battalion, consisting of 1300 men, under the command of Lieut. Col. 
Don M. Bendito, had gone over from Fermoselle to Bemposta, and that 
another battalion, consisting of 600 men, under the command of Don F. 
Baxona, had gone over from Saucelle to Freixo de Espadacinta. ■ I request 
that these troops may be received with hospitality within the Portuguese 
frontier. 

Don Carlos de Espaha has informed me, that he had sent over, from 
Saucelle and Fermoselle, magazines of corn for the support of these troops ; 
hut, as they may he under the necessity of remaining in Portugal longer 
than those magazines will provide for their subsistence, I heg that you 
will give directions that the Superintendent de Viv&res in the province of 
Tras os Montes may take measures to supply them with provisions, for 
which I will pay from the military chest of the British army, until a 
British Commissary can he sent to supply them. 

I heg that you will inform the Superintendent Viveres of the pro- 
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vince of Tras os Montes, that I hold him responsible for a due obedience 
to this order, and that there shall he no ground for complaints on the part 
of the Spanish officers and troops. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, 12th Sept. 1811, 

I enclose a list of the Portuguese subjects in the service of the medical 
department, and a list of those also in the commissariat of the British 
army, whom I wish to be exempted from the operation of the recruiting 
laws. ' ■ V 

In the list of persons employed by the Commissariat the names of 
several laborers are included. These I should have directed to be struck 
out, if I had observed any system or justice in the mode of executing any 
of the laws of this description in Portugal. But I know that the magis- 
trates invariably neglect their duty, generally from corrupt motives ; and, 
when called Upon to perform it, wouldlay their hands upon these laborers 
in the service of the commissariat as the persons most easily got at, and 
the commissariat might, at the most important and critical moment for the 
country, he totally without the necessary assistance of this description, 

1 don’t write without information when 1 accuse the magistrates of 
Portugal of performing their duties corruptly. At this moment I have 
under consideration a complaint from the people of Lam ego, that a requi- 
sition which I had lately made for carts had been complied with entirely 
by forcing the poor to supply their carts, and by totally exempting the rich 
from supplying theirs. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, ISth Sept. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 5th inst, contain- 
ing one from . 

Upon perusal of the judicial papers enclosed, it does not at all appear 

that Mr. is the person of whom Madame complains. At 

all events, as she does not choose to prosecute him before a Court Martial, 
it is impossible for me to take any steps on the subject of her complaint. 

If she chooses to order or allow the witnesses to attend to give testi- 
mony, I will bring him to trial before a General Court Martial, and what- 
ever punishment for Ms conduct the Court may sentence shall be carried 
into effect. But I can’t do any thing so unjust or so inconsistent with the 
laws and customs of our country as to adopt any measures to punish or 
censure an officer, who declares that he has not been guilty of the offence 
imputed to Mm, without a previous trial. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, I3th Sept. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th inst., containing 
a complaint of the conduct of 2 soldiers (names not mentioned) belonging 
to the — - regt,, at Leiria, on the 1st inst. As soon as those soldiers join 
the army they shall be tried for the alleged offence, and whatever sentence 
may be passed upon them shall be carried into execution ; but I request 
you again to represent to the Portuguese minister, that unless the wit- 
nesses attend the trial of the offenders, and give their testimony upon oath, 
vivd the offenders will not he convicted, and it will not be in my 
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power to putiisli them. The feelings which induce the people of Portugal 
t® refrain from giving evidence against criminals are those of false 
humanity. They prevent the punishment of the robber and the mur- 
derer, who is thus by impunity encouraged to continue his depredations, 
and many innocent people suffer because those who complain will not 
come forward to prosecute. I have frequently represented this circum- 
stance, but in vain. I should be glad to have proof that either officer or 
soldier of the British army embargoes carriages and demands money for 
their release. I know the latter do so ; but without proof of the fact I 
-can’t punish Ihem. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 13th Sept. 1811. 

Since I wrote to you on the 11th, on the return of the Prince of Brazil 
to this country, I have received from Mr, Stuart a letter, of which I en- 
close an extract, which speaks volumes on the subject on which you de- 
sired to have my opinion. 

These complaints of ours, referred to by the Conde de Linhares, are of 
want of provisions, and means of transport for the Portuguese troops, and 
•of the latter to assist the British troops in defence of the Kingdom of 
Portugal; and the confidential minister of the Prince of Brazil, upon 
reading these complaints, instead of urging the Local government to 
adopt energetic measures to prevent the existence of ground for these 
complaints, recommends ‘ greater energy in their replies to them,’ and 
that the King’s servants here (that is to say, I) should be made responsible 
for the failure of the Portuguese departments. 

After obtaining a knowledge of the sentiments of the Conde de Linhares, 
I can’t recommend that the Prince of Brazil should he invited back to 
Portugal. Bad as things are now, they would certainly be worse if he 
were in the country ; and unless the British government take up the sub- 
ject, and bring these gentlemen to a proper understanding of the nature 
of their situation and of their duties, we must only jog on as we can, ex- 
posed to all the inconveniences and risks, and incurring all the expenses, 
of this contest. If government would follow my advice, however, they 
would make the Prince of Brazil understand, that great as is the interest 
of the British government in maintaining the contest for the preservation 
of his dominions, his own interest is greater ;, and that if he and his 
ministers, and his servants in this country, did not exert themselves, the 
assistance of the British, both in money and troops, should be withdrawn. 

I have already fought one battle on this frontier with defective equip- 
ments of all kinds, owing to the neglect of the Portuguese government, 
and I am on the eve of another; but this will not do : there is not another 
officer in the service who would go through what I daily endure to keep 
the machine together, and it can’t last. . 

Your Lordship may depend upon it, that with all our efforts and good 
will we can’t save this country, if the sentiment of the Conde de Linhares 
and of the government should become the prevalent sentiment of the 
country, and it should be imagined for a moment that the interest in the 
contest is ours, and that the Prince of Brazil and the Portuguese nation 
have but a minor interest in it, and need make no exertion. This is 
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exactly what I have been contending against since I first landed in Portugal, 
and that one sentence which I enclose is sufficient to undo all the good that 
we have done to this moment. 

Whatever measure . government may adopt upon this subject, I trust 
that they will not make it known that the intelligence of the existence of 
this dispatch from tlie Conde de Linhares was received from — . 

The A,G, to Capf. ^ 2d division ofcavab'y, 13th Sept. 1811. 

I am Sony to be under the necessity of remarking the little attention that is 
paid to the returns required from the 2d division of cavalry ; and the enclosed re- 
monstrance from Lieut. Col, Elley, as well as the observations made at this office, 
clearly prove that the regiments in the division are neither attentive in making out 
the returns and accounting for their casualties, nor the Staff officers, whose business 
it is to examine and discover the errors previous to their being forwarded, anxious 
to perform their duties in a satisfactory manner. I am unwilling to urge his Ex- 
cellency the Commander of the Forces to resort to any strong measures, so long as 
there is a hope of my obtaining the returns correctly, by pointing out these con- 
tinued negligences ; but as the general returns of the army are not only materially 
delayed, but wholly arrested, by the errors of any one division, I must earnestly 
enjoin you to cause tbe minutest explanation to be afforded to every Commanding 
officer relative to their returns, and the strictest investigation must be made by you 
previous to their being transmitted, as it is impossible for me to call any one but 
you to an account for the mistakes, omissions, and neglects that arise. You will 
not fail, with the least possible delay, to send the returns back corrected to this 
office. 

The A.G* to Major Gen. Alex. Campbell, 6/A division^ 13th Sept. 1811, 

I have laid before the Commander of the Forces your application from Col. - — 
of the — regt., for the Paymaster of that corps to proceed to Lisbon ; and while 
his Excellency accedes to an officer of that corps going to Lisbon for the purposes 
specified, I am desired to express his extreme surprise, that a regiment so recently 
arrived with the army should find itself under the necessity of making an appli- 
cation of this nature. 

The A.G. to Capf. Mitchell, Abrantes. 13th Sept. 1811. 

The enclosed complaints having been submitted to the Commander of the 
Forces, I am to desire you will find out the person alluded to by application to 
the Governor of Abrantes : and if it turns out to be a British officer, you will 
inquire if the quarter referred to was allotted to him by billet from the magistrate 
of the town ; and if not, you will place the officer under an arrest for disobedience 
of orders, and send him to the army for trial. 

To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th Sept. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 13th, enclosing one of the I2th 

from Lieut Col. to Major Gen. Burne, and I beg that Lieut. Col. — — 

may be informed that I cannot give him leave of absence. 

1 have not received, through the channel prescribed by His Majesty’s 
Regulations, any statement of the injuries of which Lieut. Col. ■ — — com- 
plains. Till the Lieut. Colonel will adopt that mode of transmitting his 
statement, it will be impossible for you to know of what he complains, or 
for me to form a fair opinion on his complaints. 

As I returned the letter which Lieut. Col, — — wrote to me on the 8th 
inst, in a cover, sealed up and directed to Lieut. Col. — , I conclude 
that it reached him in the state in which it left me, and therefore that you 
could not have seen it. 
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To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell^ Fueiite Gumaldo, l4tli Sept. 1811. 

We have no chance with Col. —, excepting we proceed regularly, 
and yon may depend upon it that at last he will he brought to act as he 
ought. He will give me a great deal of trouble, but that is my misfor- 
tune, and I should have much more trouble by departing from the regular 
mode pointed out by the Regulations. When he sends his statement of 
injuries to you, you will of course write your observations, your answer, 
and the defence of yourself, on each injury stated, and forward it to me ; 
when that paper shall reach me I shall determine what I will do. 

I have sent you a cask of Lamego. 


( 3 ,^ "Fuente Guinaldo, 14tb Sept. 1811. 

1. The frequent complaints which the Commander of the Forces receives of the conduct 
of the ofScers principally of the Commissariat and Medical departments, both in the mode 
of taking their quarters and in their conduct towards their landlords when employed at a 
distance from the army, oblige the Commander of the Forces to publish over again the 
orders which liave been repeatedly given and enforced upon this subject.’** 

S. Those who do their duty with their regiments, or witii the army, are well aware that 
at times they can have no quarters at all, and at others very indifferent quarters ; and the 
Commander of J he Forces is happy to say that he has received no complaints of them, but 
exclusively of those at a distance, who cannot be satisfied even with die better accommo- 
dation which the circumstances in which they are placed etiable the inhabitants to give 
them. 

3. It is obvious that the orders above referred to can be applicable only to the city of 
Lisbon; and in regard to other large towns, the Commander of the Forces requested by 
his orders of the 28th Dec. 1809, that the General oflficers commanding divisions would 
settle with the magistrates in what houses General officers, field officers, captains, and subal- 
terns respectively should be quartered, and those of the departments of the army of cor- 
responding ranks ; and he has written to the government of the Kingdom to request that, 
as far as may be practicable, the magistrates will carry this arrangement into execution. 

4. No officer whatever is allowed to quarter himself^ if marching with a body of troops ; 
he must receive his quarters from an officer of the Q. M. G.’s department, or from the 
quarter master of his regiment. If proceeding alone 011 any duty, or on account of sick- 
ness, or with a detachment in which there is no qtiarter master, he must receive his quarters 
ny billet from the magistrates of the town or village in which he may be. 

5. The officers of the Q. M. G.’s department, or the quarter masters of regiments, must, 
in every case in which they require quarters for either officers or soldiers, receive them from 
the magistrates of the towns or villages, and afterwards allot them to the several regiments 
or to the several officers and troops, as the case may be, 

6. It is to be clearly understood that no officer has a right to demand more from his 
landlord than house room and stabling for his horses, if the building shall afford any ; and 
it is obvious that in no town in Portugal or Spain can officers expect the accommoda- 
tion allowed by the orders of the Commander of the Forces of the 14th March, 1809, at 
Lisbon, to the several ranks; and they must be satisfied with what the town or village, in 
which they may be quartered, can afford to those of their rank, and must not on any ac- 
count seize more than is given to them. 

7. The Commander of the Forces has always found, and believes the inhabitants of 
both countries to be disposed to give to every officer and soldier of the British army such' 
accommodation and comfort as their houses will afford; but it must be clearly understood 
that every accommodation and comfort beyond houses and stable room must be the result 
of the good will of the inhabitants, and nodiing like compulsion must be used. 

^ 8. The Commander of 'tlie Forces declares it to be his intention to bring under the con- 
sideration of a General Court Martial every complaint which he may receive of the conduct 
of an officer in his quarters, and to carry the sentence of the Court Martial, whatever it 
may be, into execution. 

G. 0. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th Sept. 1811. 

# * * sit ^ s5e 

2. As it appears by the proceedings of the General Court Martial, that the prisoner did 
not very well know what he was about when he committed the crime of which he has been 
convicted, the Commander of the Forces is induced to pardon him, and he is to be released 
from confinement, and return to his duty. 

* See vol. iiL p. 555. G. 0., Lisbon, 14th March, 1809. 
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To His Excellency C. Stuart Guinaldo, 14tli Sept 1811. 

I have the hoBor to enclose a copy of G. 0. which I have issued this 
day on the subject of billeting the officers and troops, which I beg you to 
lay before the Portuguese government, and urge them to give orders that 
the arrangement proposed in the 3d paragraph maybe carried into execu- 
tion, as far as may be possible, in all the large towns in the Kingdom. 

To Vice Adra. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Fuente Guinaldo, I5th Sept. 1811. 

I received your letter of the 6tb in time to write to Lord Liverpool by 
the last post, to apprise him of my opinion that we ought, under existing 
circumstances, to have a larger fleet in the Tagus than we have ; and indeed 
I think that we ought at all times to he at least safe on tliat side. 

I also wrote to Sir W. Beresford, to apprise him of my opinion that the 
sea batteries ought again to be armed. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Fuente Guinaldo, 16th Sept. 1811, 

I received last night your letter of the 12th. 

Our horses are bought in England for 25 guineas each, and I calculate 
that it costs £10 to bring every horse to this country, making his price 
here 35 guineas, or thereabouts. 

I could not with propriety make a contract with an American to supply 
horses for the army without the consent of government, and it would 
scarcely be worth while to make one for such a saving as 5 guineas for 
each horse. 

In all probability, the expenses of the officers in America to approve of 
the horses would cost as much as the difference of expense of the horses. 
There is also another objection to this plan, which is, that although horses 
might be very fit for the service in Passamaquoddy Bay upon their em- 
barkation, the voyage would probably make such an alteration in their 
condition, particularly under American care, as might make them very 
unfit for service on their arrival here, more particularly as this American 
care would he bestowed upon the horses with a certainty that, after the 
inspection previous to embarkation, they must be taken, whatever may be 
the state of tbeir condition on landing. 

We don’t use horses for bit, but mules ; and these, dear as they are, 
are cheaper than the American horses would be under the proposed con- 
tract, and answer the purpose equally well, if not better. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham, Fuente Guinaldo, 16th Sept. 1811, 1 p.m, 

I have just received your letter of the 15th, and that from Gen. Cooke. 
The orders of this army specify that when a Lieut. Colonel is named in 
orders to command a brigade, be is to receive a staff allowance equal in 
amount to bis pay ; but those who hold the command in a temporary 
manner, without being named in orders, as many do at this moment, don’t 
receive the allowance. 

I think the best way would be to consider the regulations of this army 
applicable to the troops at Cadiz, and to give to those officers named by 
you to command brigades, and in Cadiz, the allowance during the time 
they shall exercise their command respectively. Upon the same ground 
Lord Prohy ought to have the allowance likewise. 
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WkeB I settled tliis arraBgeinent, the same objections were made by 
several of tbe seniors here as are now made at Cadiz ; but, in my opinion, 
it is very injurious to the service to remove an officer from a situation of 
which he performs the duty well, viz., the command of his regiment, for 
any temporary purpose, such as the command of a brigade, till a General 
officer should be sent from England to command it. I resisted these pre- 
tensions on these grounds, and I must do to officers the justice to say that 
they ceased to bring them forward. Lately I have not appointed in orders 
Lieut. Colonels to command brigades, and I believe there are none in this 
army who receive the allowance. 

I shall write to England respecting the battalion of foreign detachments. 
I have a great objection to foreigners in this army, as they desert terribly ; 
and they not only give the enemy intelligence which he would find it 
difficult to get in any other manner, but by their accounts and stories of 
the mode in which deserters from the French army are treated by us, 
some of them well founded, they have almost put an end to desertion. I 
would therefore prefer not to have any of them here. I have sent orders 
to the 39th to join this army, and the Chasseurs de Watteville to go to 
Ireland, according to the orders of the Sec. of State. 

Of course, Capt. Hamilton cannot be more than a Deputy Assistant till 
he shall be promoted to be a Field officer. 

I send you a letter of the 10th from my brother, from which you will 
see the intelligence he had up to that period. 

P.S. I enclose some interesting papers just now received.* I rather 
judge that Montbrun, in his ^ Putente Jaune* states that the convoy will 
commence its march on the 20th or 21st. It is obvious, from the letter 
from Salamanca, that it will not on the 15th. 

To H5s Excellency C. Stuart. Puente Guinaldo, 16tli Sept. 1811. 

I have bad the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th inst, regarding 
the establishment of the posts. 

I have no authority, and never had the intention, to pay from the mili- 
tary chest for any Portuguese civil or military establishment. I have 
taken upon myself at times to assist the Portuguese government by 
making advances from the military chest for the support of their esta- 
blishments, for the benefit of the service; but I never conceived it 
possible that any hesitation would be made about repaying these ad- 
vances, whether made by way of ration or in money ; and I can only say, 
that if there is any hesitation about complying with a proposition so rea- 
sonable as that the Portuguese government should repay the advances 
made in ration and money for the support of the post horses and mules 
on the ordinary lines of communication of the Kingdom, I must .throw 
myself on the mercy of my own government for forgiveness for having 
been so improvident as to make these advances under a confidence in the 
honor of the Portuguese government that they should be repaid. 

I can make no arrangement to pay half or any proportion of the expense 
of maintaining post horses and mules on the ordinary lines of commiini 
Cation in Portugal. 

* See Appendix, No. IX. and No. X- 
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If the Portagtiese government choose not to support the post horses and 
mules on the ordinary lines of communication, I must take measures to 
establish and support a communication with Lisbon for the use of the 
British army, till I can receive the orders of my government upon such 
an extraordinary determination by the Portuguese government, as that the 
military chest of a foreign army is to defray the expense of one of their 
ordinary, domestic, civil establishments. But I repeat, that I will not 
allow one Portuguese letter to be carried by the communications which I 
shall support. 

I beg to have a decided answer upon this subject by return of the post, 
in order that I may lose no time in apprising my government of the fault 
I have committed in trusting to the honor of the Portuguese government, 
in making advances for the support of one of their civil establishments, 
and in requesting the forgiveness of the Prince Regent of Great Britain 
and Ireland for this improvidence. 

I beg that this letter may be laid before the Portuguese government. 
The government shall have the account of the rations issued to the post 
horses and mules, and postillions, as soon as it can be made up. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fiiente Guinaldo, 16th Sept 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th inst, convey- 
ing complaints from Dom M. Forjaz, on the subject of means of transport, 
which you state that you would not have forwarded to me if Mr. Dalrymple 
had sent you an answer upon them. It is my duty to attend to all subjects 
of this description; and you may depend upon it that I shall give every 
attention in my power to the subject now brought under my consideration. 
I am sorry, however, to have to observe that these complaints on the part 
of the Portuguese Commissaiies are generally the pretences for some neg- 
lect of duty, and I cannot recollect one of them which has contained a 
plain statement of facts. It generally turns out, upon inquiry, that some 
fact, material to the consideration of the case, has been grossly misrepre- 
sented, and that no ground of complaint does in reality exist. It will not 
excite surprise, therefore, that I should have called for explanations from 
Mr. Berard, Mr. Pratt, and Mr. Drake, before I should decide upon the 
complaints which have been made against these gentlemen respectively. 

When the allied army are acting together, it is necessary that some rule 
should be established for the distribution of the means of transport, &c., 
which the country affords, and which are generally required for the service. 
Under the 2d and 3d articles of the arrangement of the 10th June, 1809, 
it has been settled that the Commissary Gen. of the British army shall 
make that distribution; and accordingly, during the campaign of 1810, 
the distribution of the means of transport, both by land and water, was 
made under ray directions, according to the number of troops of both na- 
tions then in the field. 

It was found, however, that great inconvenience resulted from this dis- 
tribution, because the British commissariat paid, and the Portuguese com- 
missariat did not pay, for the means of transport which each used ; and in 
the campaign of 1811, the boatmen, in particular on the Mondego, insisted, 
as a condition on which alone they would put their boats in a state to per- 
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form any service, tMt they slrotild not be banded over to the Portuguese 
cominissarkt. The distribution of the means of transport, therefore, has 
not ^one on so regularly this year, and it appeared to be a matter of but 
little importance, as so large a'proportion of the Portuguese army was fed 
by the British Commissaries. 

My attention, however, has lately been drawn to this subject by Mr. 
Kennedy, in consequence of a large requisition for carts for the movement 
of the heavy train having been made at Lamego. .The Portuguese Com- 
missaries immediately discovered that they could not carry on the service 
unless they had some carts on the road from the army to Lamego; and, 
upon reference from Mr. Kennedy, I decided that upon every 15 carts 
received from the Superintendent of Transport at Lamego and on the 
Mondego, the Portuguese Commissaries should have one. 

I made this distribution by referring only to tbe number of rations for 
men and horses which the Commissary of each nation had to issue, and 
putting entirely out of the question the movement of the battering train 
from Lamego, or the field stores from Coimbra, which falls exclusively 
upon the means of transport allotted to the British Commissary Gen. 

In considering this subject, I only request the Sec. of State to consider 
that the British commissariat feed the largest proportion of the Portuguese 
troops, and that the transport of the equipments for all the operations of 
the war falls upon the means of transport allotted to the British Com- 
missary Gen. Lately, indeed, he has been feeding not only the regular 
troops, but the militia who are escorting the battering train, because 
nobody else will perform that duty. 

I have frequently repeated that, of which I am firmly persuaded, if the 
call for means of transport for both armies were twice as large as it is, the 
country possesses the means of supplying it without inconvenience, if the 
government choose to enforce their own laws and regulations. 

I have lately had an opportunity of seeing how the French conduct these 
concerns in Castille,ih which Kingdom neither the Spanish nor the British 
army could ever procure adequate means of transport, any more than the 
British or the Portuguese army can now in Portugal. The Prefect issues 
his orders to the several heads of districts, directing that a certain number 
of carts, drawn in a certain manner, and a certain number of mules, be- 
longing to the district, each cart and each mule attended by its owner or 
his servant, shall be at a certain place, at a certain hour, on a named day. 
The head of the district either sends a similar order to the heads of villages, 
or makes the detailed distribution by name throughout the district. 

This is the mode of proceeding pointed out by the law of Portugal, but 
the difference in the mode of executing the law is the cause of the diffe- 
rence of effect. Notwithstanding the dislike to the French, and the reluc- 
tance with which the people of the country serve them, and that they are 
never paid, not a cart or mule required is missing at the named hour, not 
an owner of a cart or mule is absent. But in Portugal, where the govern- 
ment will not carry into execution their own laws, means of transport are 
always deficient, the service is always cramped, and so it will continue until 
some dreadful misfortune happens, and the French are enabled to establish 
themselves in Portugal, to carry into execution the law, as. they do in Spain. 
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To His Excellency C. Stimrt. . Fuente Guinaldo^ 16t!i Sept. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the r2th inst., regard- 
ing the assistance to be given to the poor inhabitants of Portugal who are 
sick, from the fund arising from the bounty of the British Parliament, or 
the charity of individuals in England. 

The knowledge which I have of this country induces me to request that 
you will suggest to the gentlemen appointed to manage and distribute 
these funds, the expediency of attending to the districts on the banks of 
the Coa, from its source at least as far as Pinhel. 

These districts were the seat of war during the months of July, August, 
and September, 1810, when the harvest of that year was reaped, the whole 
of which was consumed by the enemy ; and again in the beginning of 
April of this year, when the little they had sown began to appear above 
ground, and was consumed. 

The inhabitants of these villages are reduced to subsist upon a small 
quantity of millet which they have contrived to save; but the food is not 
of a description, nor is the quantity sufficient, to subsist them through the 
winter. Money distributed in these villages would enable them to pro- 
cure some food from Spain; and if the British army should canton for 
any time in these districts, the inhabitants will gain something by the 
services they will render the army. However, the distressed state of these 
people deserves the attention of the managers of these charities. 

The A,G. to LimL Gen, HUL 16th Sept. 1811. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to enclose you a communication 
that has been received from the Commissary Gen. relative to a complaint pre- 
ferred by Mr. Roberts, Acting Commissary of the 13th light dragoons, against 
Capt. , of the — regt. 

The practice of embargoing the transport mules of the army is so prejudicial to 
the public service, and the Commander of the Forces has so often animadverted 

upon it, that his Excellency is determined to bring Capt. to a General Court 

Martial. I enclose herewith the crime to be preferred against him, and the Acting 
Dep. Judge Advocate will warn Mr. Roberts to prosecute him before the General 
Court Martial now assembled. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart, Fuente Guinaldo, 17th Sept. 1811, noon. 

I shall recommend the arrangement you propose for the command of 
the 16th by to-morrow’s post. 

I had thoughts of reducing the establishment of all the regiments in 
this country to 3 squadrons, being certain that we shall thereby lose no j 
effective numbers, and that it will be a great convenience to the regi- 
ments ; but I have delayed the measure till I should see you, and till the 
horses should arrive. The latter are arrived, I understand ; and you * 
might as well prepare your returns and statements of men and horses in 
each regiment, and after the expected bustle I will settle the business. 

To the Rt. Hon. H, Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo, 18& gept. 181 L 

I have received your letter of the 11th, and I enclose the copy of my 
dispatch of this day to the Sec, of State. 

I don’t believe that Sucbet came to Burgos, although Gastafios swore 
that he was there ; and I am quite at a loss to know what Soult is doing. 
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To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Gmiialdo, IStli SepL 1811. 

Neither the ‘ nor that of the north, have made any 

movement of importance since I addressed you on the 11th Inst. Both, 
however, have been concentrated in a greater degree than they were ; the 
Armee de PortugaV being between Bejar and Plasencia, with their 
advanced posts on this side, at Val de Fuentes; and the army of the north 
on the Lower Tormes, and between that river and the Duero. 

Both armies are employed in collecting supplies of provisions; and I 
enclose the deciphered copy of a letter in cipher, from Gen. Monthnm to 
the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo,* from which it appears that it is the 
enemy’s intention to endeavor to introduce large supplies of provisions 
into iLat place from the side of Plasencia, as well as from that of Sala- 
manca. The dates being all in cipher, and not having been able to 
discover that part of the key, we don’t know exactly on wLat day the 
operation is to commence, but I should imagine about the 20tb or 21st. 

From wbat I have stated to your Lordship in former dispatches regarding 
the enemy’s strength, and the difficulties and risks attending any opera- 
tion on the right of the Agueda, you will not have expected that I should 
be able to prevent the introduction of this convoy into Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Since I last addressed your Lordship, I have heard that the ‘ Armee de 
PortugaV had received a reinforcement of 4000 men from Valladolid, 
recently arrived from France, besides one of between 2000 and 3000 con- 
valescents, which had before joined from Salamanca ; and many horses, 
as well for dragoons as artillery. All accounts, however, concur in stat- 
ing that there are a vast number of sick in this army; and I may he mis- 
taken in my estimate, as well of their numbers as of those of the army of 
the north, although founded on the best information in regard to the 
‘ Armee de Portugal^ and upon actual returns of the army of the north. 

I propose, therefore, to keep the allied army in such a situation as long 
as 1 can, as that I may see the enemy, and form an opinion of their 
strength from a view of them when collected. If I should not be able to 
prevent the introduction of the convoy, I shall at least have had the satis- 
faction of obliging the enemy to collect all their troops for the purpose of 
escorting it, and thus of contributing to save the army and the Kingdom 
of Galicia. 

I have not yet received from Gen. Ahadia an account of his operations ; 
hut I enclose the copy of a letter which he wrote to Don Carlos de 
Espaiia on the 8th inst, and the extract of a letter from Gen. Walker of 
the dth, and the copy of a letter from Gen. Ahadia to the Junta of Coruna 
of the 31st Aug., the whole of which, with the account of Gen. Wathier 
to the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo of the 1st Sept., transmitted in my 
dispatch of the 4th, will give your Lordship a notion of what occurred, 
and of the existing state of affairs in Galicia. I don’t transmit a letter 
of the 5th inst. which I have received from Col. Sir H. Douglas, as he 
has your Lordship’s directions to send home copies of all his communica- 
tions to me. In my opinion, Gen. Ahadia made his retreat in good order, 
notwithstanding that it was made under circumstances of disadvantage, in 
.consequence of its having been commenced too late. On this account he 
See Appendix, No. X. 
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lost tlie great communication with Coruiia; and if the enemy had been 
able to persevere, they would have gained possession of that town and of 
Ferroi. 

Your Lordship will have seen the account of events in Murcia subse- 
quent to the 9th Aug., from which it appears that the army of Murcia 
also lost the great communication with Lorca and Murcia by a similar 
error; and that the several divisions were separated, and sustained 
severe loss. 

I have not yet received accounts, upon which I can rely, of the direc- 
tion of SoulFs operations, since his success against the army of Murcia, 
as it is so difficult to procure intelligence in the south of Spain which 
can be relied upon ; but it is certain that none of bis troops had arrived 
at Llerena, as reported to me ; and I believe equally so that they had not 
been directed to establish the authority of the French government in the 
Campo de Gibraltar. 

To tlie Earl of Liver jwol. Fuente Guinaldo, IStb Sept 1811. 

Major Gen. Cooke has written to request that some arrangement may 
be made for the disposal of the battalion of foreign detachments doing 
duty at Cadiz. This battalion consists of some men belonging to the 
Chasseurs Britanniques, and of some recruits enlisted for general service, 
either at Gibraltar or on the eastern coast of the Peninsula, and not yet 
allotted to any regiment, and therefore but ill provided with clothing and 
appointments. Major Gen. Cooke states that he has understood that 
these men are dissatisfied with the uncertainty of their situation, and he 
expresses an anxiety that they should be disposed of in regiments. I am 
not at all anxious to have any of them with this army. The number of 
foreigners with this army is a serious inconvenience, as they not only 
convey intelligence to the enemy, which they could acquire in no other 
mannet, hut they have nearly put a stop to desertion from the enemy^s 
ranks by their accounts, unfounded or exaggerated, of the manner in 
which deserters are treated and disposed of in the British service. 

Those men who do desert now, therefore, prefer to take their chance 
with the Spanish levies to coming to us ; and they earnestly intreat that 
they may not be sent to us, as they have been informed by tbe deserters 
from our army that tbe deserters from tbe enemy are sent to the West 
India islands, and have no chance of ever returning to Europe. 

I would beg to recommend, therefore, that those men of the battalion 
of foreign detachments at Cadiz, not belonging to the Chasseurs Bri- 
tanniques, should be formed into a battalion of the German Legion, or of 
the 60th regt., and that officers should be sent to take charge of them, 
and that they should be clothed in the usual manner. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 18th Sept 1811. 

I enclose the last weekly state of the British army, and the morning 
report of the army in the field of the 15th Sept, 

I am concerned to say that the sickness of the newly arrived troops, 
and of those which were in Walcheren, still continues. Some of the 
regiments lately arrived have not now in the ranks fit for duty half of the 
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Bumber of tnen they landed in this country ; and the daily dinnnution of 
numbers from these, and the regiments ftat were in Walcheren, is such, 
that the numbers of the army for duty are scarcely kept up by the daily- 
arriTal of reinforcements. The officers also are as sickly as the soldiers. 
The army is situated in good cantonments, in the most healthy part of the 
country. The troops have undergone no fatigue, and have been remark- 
ably well fed. 

The disorder is generally of the intermittent description, and not very 
severe, and the deaths not numerous. I am in hopes also, that as there 
has been a favorable change in the weather within these last few days, the 
troops will soon regain their health and strength. 

jflwr il.Gr. to Major Gm* Aiex* CampbeUj StA tJivimn* , ISth Sept, 1811. 

The resignation of Capt. — , of the — « regt., will be sent to England, and the 
Commander of the Forces will permit him to proceed thither so soon as he shall 
heiieve the Commander in Chief will have accepted his resignation. 

His Excellency considers the duties of the army equally require the presence 
and attendance of the officers,* and if an officer can remain with his regiment for 
one description of duty, for the performance of which he thinks he can derive a 
little credit, he can also remain for the performance of others, for which, if the 
presence of offiicers is necessary, there can be no reason why the public should 
incur the expense of maintaining them. You will be pleased to make these sen- 
timents known to Capt. •. 

The to General Qfficen commai^ng divisiom* 19th Sept. 1811. 

In transmitting the 1st volume of the printed G. 0. of the army, for yourself, the 
General officers in your division, the officer of the Adj. Gen.’s department, and 
the Commanding officers of the regiments under your immediate command, I am 
to convey to you his Excellency’s pleasure that the same are to be considered as 
belonging and for the use of the actual officers in command, and are to be banded 
over, in case of absence, or resignation, or otherwise, to whomever may succeed to 
the immediate command of the division, brigade, or regiment, for whose use the 
copy of G. 0. is intended. Should you or other officers require hereafter for 
their personal use a copy of these regulations, the same are to be applied fof ; and 
so soon as there are a sufficient number of copies arrived, his Excellency’s plea- 
sure will be taken as to their being furnished: but as it is of the utmost im- 
portance, so long as the army is in the Peninsula, that none of these books of 
G. 0. should be carried away by the changes of the officers in the different situ- 
ations in the army, the Commander of the Forces desires that the above orders 
may be strictly complied with, which you will be pleased to notify accordingly in 
your division orders. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 20th Sept. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 16th. 

I think you had better send to England the papers which have passed 
between you and the government regarding Dora M. Forjaz. 

I wrote by the last post to Lord Liverpool on the conduct of the go- 
vernment of Brazil, and I hope that the subject will be taken up and 
bandied with some vigor. 

7%e A. G. to i?. H* Kennedy, Esq., Commissary General. 20th Sept. 1811. 

I enclose herewith an extract of a letter from Lieut. Col. ~th regt., and 

1 have to request you will cause immediate inquiry to be made of the Commissary 
at Abrantes, why he has presumed, without authority, to detain the corporal and 
party alluded to ,• and you will report to me the result for the information of the 
Commander of the Forces. The party are forthwith to join their regiment. 
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To Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. Fuente GniiiaMo, 21st Sept. 1811. 

I have received jour letter of this date, enclosing one of tlie 8tli inst. 
from Lieut. Col. • — ^ — , of the — regt., containing a narrative or statement 
of complaints against yourself. I am much concerned that Lieut Col. 
— should have thought it necessary to bring forward these complaints 
at this period ; hut as he has done so, it is my duty to take them into con- 
sideration, and to decide upon them. 

Before I advert to the complaints made by Lieut. Col. — — of the 
language which he asserts you used to him and the — regt. on the morn- 
ing of the 11th May, I shall consider of the others contained in the state- 
ment enclosed in his letter. 

Your report of the transactions of the 11th May does not appear to me 
to afford any ground of complaint to Lieut. Col. , 

1st ; Lieut. Col. — does not know what that report contains. 

2dly ; It contains nothing regarding the conduct of Lieut. Col. — — , 
excepting that he crossed the bridge of Barba de Puerco in pursuit of the 
enemy, contrary to your intentions, which is acknowledged by himself in 
the papers which he transmitted to me enclosed in a letter to the Adj. 
Gen. of the 24th May. 

But this report occasioned what Lieut. CoL calls a most severe 

censure on his conduct from me ; upon which I have only to observe, that 
the censure was directed to that part of Lieut. CoL —’s conduct which 
is acknowledged by himself; a conduct, of which there had lately been 
other repeated instances in the army, from which the public interests had 
suffered, and I thought it proper to record every flagrant recent instance 
of it in the notice which I took of it addressed to you, but intended to be 
circulated to the officers of the army at large. 

It is not necessary that I should explain to Lieut. Col. the reasons 

for which this paper was not circulated to the army, as I had intended ; 
but they were not founded on any conviction produced on my mind by 

Lieut. Col. ’s letter of the 24th, that the conduct of Lieut. CoL 

had been misrepresented to me; because, on the contrary, Lieut. CoL 

avowed in the papers which he enclosed, that he did cross the bridge 

of Barba de Puerco, and attempted to justify that measure ; but without 
producing any conviction on my mind of its propriety. 

Neither do 1 think that your division order of the 9th Aug., adverting 
to the number of men of Major Gen. Burne’s brigade who were not in the 
ranks on the march, and to the mode of messing in those regiments, affords 
any ground of complaint to Lieut. CoL . 

1st; I observe that there is nothing harsh in the mode of expression used 
in this order ; and that it prescribes nothing that can he too often repeated 
to the regiments composing this array. 

But, 2dly; I observe that it was called for, and rendered necessary ; 
1st; hy your own observation, and the report by the Brigade Major, of 
the number of both regiments of the brigade who were moving with the 
baggage, instead of in the ranks of their regiments, which report I have 
in my possession : and, 2dly ; by what you had seen of the mode of messing 
of both regiments, and by the conversations which you had had on that 
subject with Major Gen. Burne. 
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I would also add, that from tHe proceedings of the Court of Inquiry of 
tlie 1 4tli Aug., held by Lieut. GoL — , it does appear that the soldiers | 

of the ■ — regt. were not at all times messed in the manner pointed out by | 

your order: a question was asked, * Have the men of your companies | 

been messed according to this rule ?’ to which the answer was, Invariably, 
in stationary quarters, and at all other times that circumstances allowed it 
ta he practicable.^ 

I am not aware of any circumstances in which the — have ever been 
placed, in which it was not practicable to mess the soldiers as directed in 
your orders, and the standing regulation of the service y and if that mode 
was departed from in any one instance, it was not only right, but you * 
would have neglected your duty if you had omitted to. notice it ; and it 
would have been more becoming in Lieut. Col. — —to have explained 
the cause of the deviation from your order in so important a matter, in 
order to avoid censure, than to have complained in the terms he did of a 
division order, of which the object was to correct this irregularity. 

I postponed the consideration of the complaints first stated in Lieut. 

Col. ’s narrative, because it appears to me, that till he conceived he 

had other grounds of complaint, he must have considered the language 

wdiich he states you used to him and his regiment on the morning of the 

ilth May of very little importance, or else deserved; and that he has 

complained of it now only to aggravate the other complaints which he 

has made. Harsh and un gentlemanlike language by a superior does afiford 

ground of complaint to an inferior olBScer ; but the complaint of it ought , 

to be made at the moment at which the feelings of the inferior have been I 

injured. It would undoubtedly be better if language of this description i 

were never used, and if officers placed in the situation in which you were 

on the morning of the 11th May, could correct neglects and errors likely 

to be attended by consequences fatal to the public interests, in language 

which should not hurt the feelings of the person to whom it is addressed ; 

and with a manner divested of vehemence. 

But, unfortunately, there are some of us who can’t avoid to feel warmly 
for the success of the operation of which we have the charge ; and to ex- 
press ourselves with vehemence, and in language not perfectly correct, on j 

the mistakes and neglects which are likely to impede it : and although I 
consider every officer responsible for language of this description, the I 

complaint of the person to whom it is addressed ought to he made imme- 
diately, in order that all the circumstances under which it was used may 
come fairly before those whose duty it may be to inquire into the sub- 
ject; and that it may be seen whether there was any and what provoca- 
tion in error or neglect for the language used. 

Conceiving, therefore, that Lieut. Col. ^s feelings could not have 

been hurt by the language now complained of, or that he could not have 
allowed 4 months to elapse without making his complaint; and that it is 
now made only to aggravate his complaints on other subjects, which afford 
him no ground at all for complaint, I don’t think it proper to make his 
complaint on this head the subject of farther inquiry. 

I beg that you will communicate this letter to Lieut. Col. — — , and j 

thit you will inform him that I cannot give him leave of absence. 
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To Bi%ide Major May^ Puente Gmnaldo, 21st Sept. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 15th, and I am very much obliged to 
you for having staid with the train when Major Dickson was again unfor- 
tunately taken ill. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Puente Guinaldo, 22d Sept. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 18th. I imagine that Marshal Beres- 


Extracts from the instructions communicated by the Q. H- G. 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 22<i Sept. 18X1* 

^ Movements to take place this afternoon : 

‘ Major Gen. Anson’s brigade of cavalry is to be placed in bivouac at Espeja, and to have 
outposts at Marialva, Carpio, and upon the roads which lead from Ciudad Rodrigo upon 
Campillo. 

‘ Major Gen. A1 ten’s brigade of cavalry is to be placed partly at El Bodon, and partly 
in the wood which is on the right hand of the road coming from El Bodon to Puente Gui- 
naldo, as near El Bodon as a good situation for bivouacking can he found. 

‘ The outposts of this brigade are to be at Pastores on the rights and are to communicate 
on the left with those of Gen. Anson’s brigade. 

* The Gih division of infantry is to be placed in bivouac immediately behind Espeja, and 
is to give sucli support as may be requisite to Major Gen. Anson’s cavalry. 

‘ The 3d division is to be assembled at El Bodon, and in the nearest bivouac in rear of 
tiiat village. It will continue to occupy also Encina and Pastores, and will give such 
support as may be necessary to Gen Alton’s brigade of cavalry. 

^ Major Gen, Don Carlos de EspaSa will he pleased to place his infantry at Alameda, 
and his cavalry in the villages ofVillar de la Yegua, Barquilla, Sexmiro, &c,, to watch the 
fords of the Lower Agueda. Don Carlos will have a post also at Barba de Puerco, Major 
Gen. Anson will place an officer and detachment of his brigade with the Spanish cavalry, 
to make reports to Espeja.’ 

‘ Movements to take place at daybreak on the morning of the 23d Sept. ; 

‘ The 1st division is to be assembled at Nave d’Aver, and in the bivouac at Pozo Velho. 
Brig. Gen. McMahon’s brigade of Portuguese infantry is to move to Fuentes de Onoro. 

* Brig. Gen. Madden’s and Brig. Gen. Otway's brigades of Portuguese cavalry to move 
to the wood between Fuentes de Onoro and Pozo Velho. 

‘ The artillery now with these brigades is to remaiu, however, at Aziiihal, 

‘ Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade of infantry will move to Campillo and bivouac there. 
Gen, Pack may move the brigade this afternoon, if he pleases, to Gallegos. 

* The 4th division will move to Fuente Guinaldo, and bivouac in the neighbourhood. 

^ Major Gen, Slade's brigade of cavalry and Capt. Bull’s troop of horse artillery will 
move to Ituero. 

‘ Major Gen. De Grey’s brigade of cavalry and Capt. Le Febvre’s troop of horse artillery 
will move to Puebla de Azava. 

^ The 7th division will move to Alamedilla, the reserve of ammunition to Aldea da 
Ponte. 

‘ The Light division is to remain in its present situation, but Major Gen. Craiifurd will 
be in communication with the troops at El Bodon; and in the event of these troops being 
drawn back, he will immediately move back also to Robleda. 

^ The 5th division will continue at Payo and neighbourhood till further orders. 

* When the army is placed as above mentioned, the infantry at Espeja and at Nave 
d’Aver, and all the troops which are to the left of that line, will be under the immediate 
orders of Lieut. Gen. Graham. 

* The several divisions and regiments will keep live cattle sufficient to supply them with 
meat to the 26th inst. inclusive, and will send the remainder of their cattle to the rear, as 
tollows : 

‘ The infantry at Espeja and at Nave d’Aver, and all the troops to the left of these, will 
send their cattle to Miusilha. 

‘ The 4th division and 7th division will send theirs to Rendo. 

‘ The other divisions and regiments will send their cattle to Soito and Quadrazaes, 

‘ The men are to cany each 3 days’ bread, and the horses of the cavalry aie to carry 3 
days’ corn. ' ' ' ' 

The remainder of the supplies of bread and forage are to be carried by the mules 
attached to the divisions and regiments, and these are to be sent back as they are unloaded, 
to renew their supplies, 

‘ The sick and lame horses of the cavalry to be sent to Celorico.’ 
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ford’s objection to salt fish, equally with salt meat, is principally that those 
articles are more expensive than fresh meat, and require large means of 
transport to move them to the troops, and because he could leave no dis- 
cretion with Junta de who purchase salt fish as a job, and 

issue it constantly at any inconvenience ; and he prohibited the issue of 
it entirely, 

Sait fish, however, and salt meat are very necessary for the garrisons. 
They would also be very necessary if the troops should again be obliged 
to retire to the neighbourhood of Lisbon; and I recommend that you 
should converse with Beresford upon the subject, and let what he may 
think necessary for the garrisons, &c., be retained in store, not to be issued 
I without his orders, and the remainder be disposed of as you propose. 

The French army has moved upon Ciudad Rodrigo. 

To Lieut, Gem Hill. Fueiite Guinaldo, 32d Sept 1811. 

You will have seen Mozinho’s report of the 16th Sept., 10 o’clock at 
night, containing an account which he had received from a friend at 
Badajoz, of the enemy’s intention to augment that garrison considerably, 
with a view certainly to annoy our frontier. 

I have long been astonished that they had not done something of this 
kind, more particularly as they must know that Campo Maior and Ouguela 
are very indifferently garrisoned, and that those points are very important 
to us, in case we should take any position on the frontier. 

I shall be very much obliged to you, therefore, if you will send an 
officer over to Campo Maior and Ouguela, and see how those places are 
supplied with provisions, &c., and garrisoned. Let me know whether the 
new outwork at Campo Maior is yet palisaded, and what is the state of 
the works at Ouguela. The Commanding officers of those places should 
likewise be on their guard against surprise. 

1 don’t recollect exactly how Gen. Hamilton’s division are cantoned ; 
but it might be desirable to move them to Olaya, S. Vicente, &:c., in 
order to give protection and countenance to these places, in case any clash 
should be made at them. 

. The French have moved ; and I think that by to-morrow we shall have 
a very large army in our front. 

To lieut, Geu. Hill. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Sept. 1811, 7 a.tiI. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received the enclosed copy of a 
letter in cipher, from Marmont to Girard, which has been intercepted. 
Marmont is mistaken ; and I don’t think that Girard has a force to annoy 
you. I reckon that you have about 11,000 men; and he can’t have 6000, 
of which 1100 or 1200 are cavalry. If he moves forward, I beg you will 
fall upon him, if you think you can do so with any prospect of success. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Sept. 1811. 

I received last night your letter of the 19th. I have not got by me at 
present the memorandum which 1 sent for the formation of the military 
chest ; but it appears to me that ih^^Portaria will answer tolerably well. 

I don’t understand the plan of giving up the new in order to 
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obtain means of transport Is it intended that the produce of the 'deema 
should be allotted to the payment for means of transport? If it is, the 
produce of the decima ovi^t to go into the military chest Or is it in- 
tended to remit the decima to the inhabitants as a bonus, in consideration 
of their supplying means of transport? If that is the plan, the abuses 
will he greater than eyer, and the Portuguese government will get neither 
decima nor means of transport. The rich, who will gain all by the re- 
mission of the decima^ will, as usual, throw the burden of supplying the 
means of transport upon the poor, who will gain nothing ; and the odious 
system of embargo will in a manner be legalized, as the officers of govern- 
ment will have a kind of right to the use of the means of transport of every 
man, which they will exercise upon the poor in that manner. 

Is it intended to remit the decima and to pay the present price for means 
of transport likewise ? If it is, the price of an article, or rather for a ser- 
vice, which is paid for by no other army excepting ours and the Portuguese, 
will be enormously increased. We already pay more for the common 
transport by the country carts than we should for the carriage of the 
same weight in England ; and I believe that the transport even by mules 
is not only more convenient, but little more expensive. You may depend 
upon it that the price paid is full compensation for the service, and it is, 
in fact, all clear gain. 

The French have not yet appeared, but I think they will before evening. 
I shall have my Bands very full of business for the next 3 or 4 days, and 
shall not he able to dispatch the mail on Wednesday, and I therefore request 
you to detain the packet till I shall write to you to dispatch it. 

The Q. M. G. to Major Gen. Craufurd. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Sept. 1811. 

You will be so good as understand, from the instructions transmitted to you 
yesterday, that it is not intended that any part of the army should be seriously 
committed with the enemy, unless particular orders are given to that eifect. 

You will he so good, therefore, as to withdraw your advanced posts behind the 
great ravine between Zamarra and Martiago as soon as you see occasion for it ; 
and retire also with the whole division upon Robleda whenever it seems expedient 
to do so, even* although the troops at El Bodon may not have been withdrawn. In 
such case you will, of course, apprise the officer commanding at El Bodon, as ex- 
peditiously as possible, of your being obliged to move back upon Robleda, report- 
ing, at the same time, to liead quarters likewise. 

The Q. M. G. to Lieut. Gen. Giaham. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Sept. 1811. 

In the event of the enemy advancing in superior force upon Espeja, Gallegos, 
or any other point, threatening the left of the army, Lieut. Gen. Graham will draw 
back the troops that are placed under his immediate orders, as follows : 

The British and Portuguese troops to be concentrated at Nave d’Aver. 

The Spanish troops under Don Carlos de Espana to fall back upon Freneda and 
Gastello Bom; and should the enemy continue to press on, the troopr at Nave 
d*Aver will retire, when necessary, upon Villar Maior and Aldea da Ribeira and 
maintain the strong ground in the neighbourhood of these places till otherwise 
instructed, 

Lieut, Gen. Graham will also hold Malhada-sorda and Arifana with a part of 
his infantry, as long as he may deem it safe to do so. 

The Spanish troops will cross the Coa when it becomes necessary to do so, and 
will occupy Gastello Mendo and neighbourhood, and defend the bridge of Gastello 
Bom. ' " , ^ ■ 

Don Carlos de Espana will also detach parties of cavalry to watch the Bridge 
and ford of Almeida and the other intermediate passes of the Coa. 
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« Major Gen. Amon will conform to tbe movements of tbe troops under Lieut. 
Gen. Graham. 

As it may become expedient to-morrow to move Brig. Gen. M'Mahon s brigade 
of Portuguese infantry towards the right of the army, Lieut. Gen. Grahmn will be 
so good as not to dispose of tbat brigade in any way that might impede such a 
movement, except in the case of the left of the army having to retire as above 
mentioned. \ . 

Lieut. Gen. Graham will he so good as communicate to head quarters all events 
of iinportance that occur upon the left of the army, as also all movements or 

changes of position which he finds it necessary to make. 

The Q. M. G. to Don Carlos de Espana. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Sept. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose, for your inforniation,^an extract from the General 
Instructions issued to the army in regard to the position it at present occupies. 

I have to request that you will be good enough to communicate to Lieut. Gen. 
Graham, as well as to head quarters, all information respecting the force and 
movements of the enemy which may concern the left of the army in general, as 
well as all occurrences of importance that take place in the particular quarter 
where you command. 

The Q.M.a to Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Sept. lSll. 

A separate instruction has been given to Lieut. Gen. Graham respecting the 
movements of the left of the army, in the event of its becoming necessary to retire 
in that quarter ; and Lieut. Gen. Graham has been informed, that in that case 
the cavalry under Major Gen. Anson will conform to his movements. I have to 
request, therefore, that you will give orders to Major Gen. Anson to that effect. 

Extracts from the instructions communicated by the Q. M. G. 

* Fuente Guinaldo, 25th Sept, 1811. 

Issued immediately after the affair at El Bodon : 

‘ The army is to be in the following position to-morrow morning at daybreak, or as soon 
after it as the troops can reach their several destinations : 

‘ The infantry of the 5th division to be concentrated at Payo. 

‘ The Light division and other troops with Major Gen. Craufurd will pass the Agueda 
at the ford on the road from PeSa Parda to Fuente Guinaldo, and will halt about a mile 
from the ford towards Fuente Guinaldo. Gen. Craufurd will be so good as send forw^ard 
to head quarters to report the progress of his march, and when he has reached his destina- 
tion, He will send his baggage to Ligiosa, 

‘ But if Major Gen. Craufurd should perceive that the troops retire this day from Fuente 
Guinaldo, he will in that case continue to fall back, by the right bank of the Agueda, and 
pass the river, either at Puente Villar, or higher up, as he may find expedient. 

‘ The 3d and 4th divisions, and the cavalry, in the neighbourhood of Fuente Guinaldo, 
will be under arms to-morrow morning half an hour before daybreak. 

‘ The 3d division will send oft* its baggage to-night to Casillas de Flores, and from 
thence to Furcalhos. 

‘ The 4th division will send its baggage to Albergueria. 

* I'he cavalry will send their baggage to iVlbergueria. 

‘ Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade will move up from Ituero, so as to be at daybreak in rear 
of the left of the 4th division ; the baggage of the brigade is to be sent to-night to Albergueria. 

‘ Major Gen. Alten’s brigade of cavalry is also to be at daybreak in the vicinity of 
Fuente Guinaldo from Castillejos de Azava. 

* The baggage of head quarters is to move off half an hour before davbreak to Casillas 
de Flores. 

< The 7th division is to be at daybreak at Albergueria, and Brig. Gen. Colman’s brigade 
is to be detached from thence to Casillas de Flores. Brig. Gen. Colman will report his 
arrival there to head quarters. 

‘ The baggage of the 7tii division to be sent to Aldea da Ponte ; and in case the divi- 
sion should be ordered to retire from Albergueria at any time to-morrow, Major Gen. 
Sontag will send to the rear whatever baggage of other troops is then at Albergueria. 

‘ Lieut. Gen. Graham will be so good as move back the troops on the left of the army 
to Nave d’Aver, and, if it should be necessary, will continue to retire as pointed out in the 
general instructions of the 22d inst. 

‘ He wil; be so good as order back, also, the Spanish troops under Don Carlos de Espana 
as pointed wut in the general instructions above referred to.’ * 
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To laeiit Gea. Hill. Quadrazaes, 29tli Sept. 1811. 

I have received jour letters of tlie 24th, 26th, and 21th. 

Don’t be too early in putting troops in Arronches. It is, in summer, 
the most unhealthy place in Alentejo; that is, before the Gaya runs 
plentifully. 

I promised Gen. Castanos a month’s provisions for the garrison of 
Alburquerque ; and I beg you will give them to him. 

I could not prevent Marmont from relieving Ciudad Rodrigo, and we 
have retired to this neighbourhood ; but we had two little atiairs with him, 
in which the troops behaved remarkably well, particularly the 2d batt 
5th regt., 17th, and 21st Portuguese regt, and Gen. Alton’s brigade of 
cavalry, near El Bodon, on the 25tb. 

The French have gone back. 


Extracts from the instructions communicated by the Q. M. G. 

* Fuente Gainaldo, SHJth Sept. 181 1. 

‘ The army is to move into a new position as follows : 

The 1st division to be at Bismula. 

‘ The 6th division between Bismula and Aldea da Ribeira. 

* Brig. Gen. McMahon’s brigade to be at Ribeira. 

‘ Major Gen. Anson’s brigade of cavalry, and the Portuguese cavalry under Major Gen. 
Madden,’ to be in the most convenient ground near the 6th division. 

* The Spanish troops under Don Carlos de Espana to be at Gastello Mendo, and to 
guard the other passes- of the Goa, as mentioned in the general instructions of the 2idl inst 

* Lieut. Gen, Graham will send orders to the 2 brigades of Portuguese artillery at 
Azinhal and adjacents to move without delay to Miusilh% and report their arrival there. 

‘ Lieut. Gen. Graham will be so good as arrange the outposts of the left of the army 
along the line of the Villar Maior rivulet, holding also Malhada-sorda and Arifana in 
the first instance with infantry posts, and communicating on the right with the outpost 
from Aldea da Ponte and neighbourhood. 

‘ The cavalry on the left will keep a look out as far in advance as circumstances permit. 
Lieut. Gen. Graham will put the troops in motion to carry into effect the above arrange- 
ment at daybreak to-morrow morning. 

Head quarters will be at Nave. 

^ The cavalry (except Major Gen. Alten’s brigade) will move off at 9 o’clock to-night 
to Albergueria, and will fall back from thence to-morrow morning, covering the rear of 
the infantry, which will then move also from that place. 

* Sir S. Cotton will have parties out to the rear to observe the enemy’s motions, and will 
arrange the cavalry outposts in front of Aldea da Ponte, communicating on the left with 
Major Gen. Anson's brigade of cavalry, and on the right with Major Gen. Alien’s. 

‘ The cavalry will bivouac to-morrow between Alfaiates and Aldea da Ponte. 

‘ Brig. Gen. Pack will move at 10 o’clock to-night to Castillejos de Azava, and thence 
to Albergueria. 

* The 3d division and the 4th division will move off at 10 o'clock to-night; the former 
by the road which will be pointed out by an officer of the Royal Staff corps to Furcalhos ; 
the latter by the usual road through Casillas de Flores to Furcalhos. 

* The piquets of these 2 divisions are to be assembled at 11 o’clock, and to fall back upon 
Fuente Guinaldo, and join the Light division. 

‘ The Light division will move off at 12 o’clock, and will march by Casillas de Flores 
to Furcalhos. 

‘ Major Gen. Alten’s brigade of cavalry will join and remain with the Light division 
until further orders. 

* The 3d division will move from Furcalhos by the direct road to Alfaiates, and will 
halt between that village and the Aldea da Ponte rivulet. 

‘ The 4th division will move from Furcalhos to the convent of Sacaparte, and there halt. 

‘ The 5th division will move at daybreak to-morrow morning to the heights above Aldea 
Velha on the road to Alfaiates. 

‘The 7th division will move from Albergueria at daybreak to the heights between 
Alfaiates and Nave. 

‘ Brig, Gen, Pack’s brigade will move at the same time from Albergueria to Reholosa.’ 

„ voi.."v. ' , ■ ' V . 


290 


PORTUGAL. 


To His ExoeWeocy C. Stuart Quadrazaes, 29th Sept 1811. 

I have received your letter of tbe 25th. 

I recomoaend the measure of arming the forts, not on any suspicion of 
the enemy’s intentions founded on intelligence, but from the suggestions 
of my own mind, reflecting upon what it was probable the enemy might 
attempt. I am certain, that if Buonaparte does not remove us from the 
Peninsula, he must lower his tone with the world ; and I am equally cer- 
tain that he will make every effort to avoid this necessity. He has a fleet, 
and does not want for armies ; and he is just the man to sacrifice his fleet, 
and to make a great effort with his armies, to effect this object, I fear the 
results of neither the one nor the other, if we are prepared ; but as we are 
not prepared with a fleet at Lisbon, which, in my opinion, we ought always 
to be, I thought it proper to desire that the sea forts might he armed, as 


Extracts from the instructioos communicated by the Q, M. G, 

* Head quarters, Nave, 27th Sept. 1811. 

* The army will be placed to-morrow in the following position : 

* The 5th division on the heights between Soito and Quadrazaes, with I brigade at 
Val d'Espinho, which will observe the roads from Navas Frias and Aldea do Bispo, 

‘ The Light division will be in the woods behind Soito, and Major Gen. Alton’s brigade 
of cavalry will continue with that division. 

^ Major Gen. Slade’s and Major Gen. De Grey’s brigades of cavalry will be in the neigh- 
hourhood of Quadrazaes, and between Quadrazaes and Soito. 

* The 3d division will be near Quinta do Cardeal, on the left of Quadrazaes. 

* The 7th division will be in second line to the 3d division, 

‘ The 4th division will be at Pocafarinha. 

‘ Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade will be at Villaboa. 

* The 1st division and the 6th division will be at Rendo, as will also Major Gen. Anson’s 
brigade of cavalry. 

* Lieut. Gen. Graham will be so good as place 1 brigade of infantry at Rovina, and have 
outjjosts in front of that place communicating with those of Major Gen. Craufurdat Nave, 

* Brig. Gen. M'Mahon's brigade will be at Rapoula de Goa. 

* Brig. Gen. Madden’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry will be at Miusilha; and will 
watch the fords of the Coa in front of that place, and communicate on the left with the 
Spanish troops at Gastello Mendo. 

‘ The 2 brigades of Portuguese artillery now at Miusilha will march to Marmaleiro, 
and will report their arrival there to Lieut. Gen. Graham at Rendo. 

/ The military departments of head quarters will be at Quadrazaes ; the civil depart- 
ments at Sabugal. 

‘ The depot of reserve ammunition will be at Urgueira, near Sabugal. 

‘ The several divisions, and also separate bodies of troops, will establish communications 
with those next to them in the new position of the army. 

‘ The troops are to move as follows : 

‘ The 5th division will move at 2 o’clock in the morning, passing by Val d’Espinho, but 
sending its artillery with 1 brigade by Soito. Major Gen. Dunlop will, however, leave a 
detachment in observation near Aldea Velha, where it will remain till one hour before 
daybreak. 

* The 7th division will move as soon as the men have cooked, and will march by Nave. 

‘ The 4tli division and Light division (with Major Gen. Alten’s brigade of cavalry) are 
to move off as soon as Major Gen, Cole and Major Gen. Craufurd can make their ar- 
rangements for doing so. 

^ ‘ Both these divisions are to retire by the great road from Alfaiates to Soito j the 4th divi- 
sion leading. 

‘ The oncosts of the above 2 divisions are to be called in as soon as the rear of the 
Light division has got into the road. 

‘ The cavalry will move off immediately on receipt of this order, and march by Nave to 
their destinations. 

•‘The Sd division will fall back to Nave as soon as the 4th and Light divisions have got 
into the Soito road ; and when the 3d division airives near Nave, Major Gen. Picton will 
halt it, and send an officer to Lord Wellington to know when he is to continue his march. 

‘ Head quarters will move from Nave as soon as the cavalry have passed through the 
village, and will proceed to Quadrazaes.’ 
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the obIj measure in my power at the time it was supposed probable that 
he was coming himself to take the command of his armies. 

The mail was robbed by some of my vagabond soldiers. 

The packet may sail when you please. I shall send off another dispatch 
on Wednesday, to sail by the packet of Sunday. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Quadrazaes, 29th Sept. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th. 

It is very reasonable and proper that the Portuguese officers should 
manage the Portuguese concerns, and I hope the Portuguese government 
do me the justice to feel that I interfere in no concern of theirs, except- 
ing by their desire, and to give them assistance. I sincerely wish that it 
was never necessary to interfere even in this manner. 

In respect to the Post ofHce, I don’t desire to have any concern with 
it, provided they will really manage it. I shall run my own parie, and 
pay 200 reis a -league, and manage that by ray own officers on the ordinary 
lines of communication ; and I will pay all the expenses, and manage by 
my own officers all the concerns, of the extraordinary lines. I hope, how- 
ever, that the government, who are so tenacious about their right to 
manage this concern, will really conduct it as it ought to he conducted, 
and not allow it to he neglected as every thing else is. 

To His Excellency C. Stdart Quadrazaes, 29th Sept. 1811. 

I have bad the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st, and l am much 
concerned to observe that my letters upon the subject of the posts are not 
yet understood by the Portuguese government I wish them to pay for 
nothing but the ordinary establishment of posts, and I will pay from the 
military chest for all the extraordinary lines of communication rendered 
necessary by the course of the operations of the war. I shall state what I 
conceive to be the ordinary lines of communication, and bow many mules 
at each stage, and what the extraordinary lines, by the next post. 

Although it is not my business as Commander of the British army to 
observe upon the intention of charging the expense of the posts of the 
Kingdom to the Portuguese military chest, I beg leave to draw your atten- 
tion to it. 

If I understand the reason for forming the military chest, it is to have 
at command, and distinct, the funds for defraying the expenses of the 
army. But not only will those funds not he distinct, but they will be 
very insufficient for their purpose, if the ordinary expenses of the civil 
establishment of the government are to be defrayed from it. 

The Portuguese government might as well defray the expenses of the 
salaries of the Juiz de Fora from the military chest as the expenses of the 
Post office. 

I shall make a representation to the government on this subject, as 
Marshal General of the army. 

To the Eai’l of Liverpool. Qoadiraiaes, 29th Sept. 1811. 

I enclose the last weekly state, and the last marning report of this army. 

We are really almost an army of convalescents. There is no serious 
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sickness among tke troops, and but very few die, but I never saw the 
army capable of bearing so little; nearly one half of all those recently 
arrived from England have gone into the hospitals. You will see that we 
were hard pressed on the 25th, but I never saw the troops behave so well, 
or so steady. 

The French produced an immense army. 

P.S. I shall write to you on Wednesday respecting my plans in future. 
I propose to try something of the same kind as what I have done lately, 
that is, to draw every body upon myself, and relieve other parts of Spain ; 
but I shall first allow these armies to separate, and in the mean time the 
equinoctial rains will fall, and I hope that our troops will become more 
healthy. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Quadrazaes, 29th Sept. 1811. 

The enemy commenced their movements towards Ciudad Rodrigo with 
the convoys of provisions from the Sierra de Bejar, and from Salamanca 
on the 21st inst, and on the following day I collected the British army in 
positions, from which I could either advance or retire without difficulty, 
and which would enable me to see all that was going on, and the strength 
of the enemy’s army. 

The 3d division, and that part of Major Gen. Alten’s brigade of 
cavalry which was not detached, occupied the range of heights which are 
on. the left of the Agueda: having their advanced guard, under Lieut. 
Col. Williams, of the 60th, on the heights of Pastores, within 3 miles of 
Ciudad Rodrigo; the 4th division was at Fuente Guinaldo, where I had 
strengthened a position with some works; the Light division on the right 
of the Agueda, having their right resting upon the mountains which 
separate Castille and Estremadura, Lieut. Gen. Graham commanded the 
troops on the left of the army, which were posted on the Lower Azava; 
the 6th division, and Major Gen. Anson’s brigade of cavalry, being at 
Espeja, and occupying Oarpio, Marialva, &c. Don Carlos de Espana 
observed the Lower Agueda with Don J. Sanchez’s cavalry and infantry. 

Lieut. Gen, Sir S. Cotton, with Major Gen. Slade’s and Major Gen. 
De Grey’s brigades of cavalry, were on the Upper Azava, in the centre, 
between the right and left of the army, with Gen. Pack’s brigade at Cam- 
pillo ; and the 5th division was in observation of the Pass of Perales, in 
the rear of the right, the French General Foy haying remained and col- 
lected a body of troops in Upper Estremadura, consisting of part of his 
own division of the ^Armie de Portugal^ and a division of the army of the 
centre ; and the 1th division was in reserve at Alamedilia. 

The enemy first appeared in the plain near Ciudad Rodrigo, on the 
23d, and retired again in a short time ; hut on the 24th, in the morning, 
they advanced again in considerable force, and entered the plain by the 
roads of Santi-espiritus and Tenebi'on; and before evening they had 
collected there all their cavalry, to the amount of about 6000 men, and 
4 divisions of infantry, of which one division was of the Imperial 
Guard; and the remainder of the armies were encamped on the Guada- 
pero, immediately beyond the hills which surround the plain of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 
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Ob tile morning of the 25th the enemy sent a reconnaissance of cavalry 
towards the Lower Azava, consisting of about 14 squadrons of the cavalry 
of the Imperial Guard. They drove in our posts on the right of the 
Azava, but having passed that river, the Lanciers de Berg were charged by 
2 squadrons of the 16th, and one of the 14th light dragoons, and driven 
back; they attempted to rally and to return, but were fired upon by the 
light infantry of the 61st regt., which had been posted in the wood on 
their flank, by Lieut. Gen. Graham ; and Major Gen. Anson pursued 
them across the Azava, and afterwards resumed his posts on the right of 
that river. Lieut. Gen. Graham was highly pleased with the conduct of 
Major Gen. Anson’s brigade; and Major Gen. Anson particularly men- 
tions Lieut. GoL Hervey, and Capt. Brotherton, of the 14th, and Gapt 
Hay and Major Cocks, of the 16th. 

But the enemy’s attention was principally directed during this day to 
the position of the 3d division, in the hills between Fuente Guinaldo and 
Pastores. About 8 in the morning, they moved a column, consisting of 
between 30 and 40 squadrons of cavalry, and 14 battalions of infantry, 
and 12 pieces of cannon, from Ciudad Rodrigo, in such a direction, that 
it was doubtful whether they would attempt to ascend the hills by La 
Encina, or by the direct road of El Bodon, towards Fuente Guinaldo ; 
and 1 was not certain by which road they would make their attack, till 
they actually commenced it upon the last. 

As soon as I saw the direction of their march, I had reinforced the 2d 
batt. 5th regt,, which occupied the post on the hill over which the road 
passes to Guinaldo, by the 77th regt., and the 21st Portuguese regt., under 
the command of Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville, and Major Gen. Alten’s 
brigade of cavalry, of which only 3 squadrons remained which had not 
been detached, drawn from El Bodon ; and I ordered there a brigade of 
the 4th division from Fuente Guinaldo, and afterwards from El Bodon 
the remainder of the troops of the 3d division, with the exception of those 
at Pastores, which were too distant. 

In the mean time, however, the small body of troops in this post sus- 
tained the attack of the enemy’s cavalry and artillery. One regiment of 
French dragoons succeeded in taking 2 pieces of cannon which had been 
posted on a rising ground on the right of our troops; but they were 
charged by the 2d batt. 5th regt., under the command of Major Ridge, 
and the guns were immediately retaken. 

While this operation was going on on the flank, an attack was made on 
the front by another regiment, which was repulsed in a similar manner by 
the 77th regt; and the 3 squadrons of Major Gen. Alton’s brigade 
charged repeatedly different bodies of the enemy which ascended the hill 
on the left of the 2 regiments of British infantry, the Portuguese regiment 
being posted in the rear of their right 

At length, the division of the enemy’s infantry which had marched with 
the cavalry from Ciudad Rodrigo, were brought up to the attack on the 
road of Fuente Guinaldo; and seeing that they would arrive and be 
engaged before the troops could arrive either from Guinaldo or El Bodon, 
I determined to withdraw our post, and to retire with the whole on Fuente 
Guinaldo. The 2d batt. 5th regt,, and the 77th regt., were formed into 
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one square, and the 21st Portuguese regt. into another, supported 
l >7 Major Gen. Alten’s small body of cavalry and the Portuguese ar- 
■'tillery..' 

The enemy’s cavalry immediately rushed forward, and obliged our 
cavalry to retire to the support of the Portuguese regiment ; and the 5th 
and Wth regts. were charged on three faces of the square by the French 
cavalry, but they halted and repulsed the attack with the utmost steadiness 
and gallantry. We then continued the retreat, and joined the remainder 
of the 3d division, also formed in squares, on their march to Fuente 
Guinaldo, and the whole retired together in the utmost order, and the 
enemy never made another attempt to charge any of them ; hut were satis- 
fied with firing upon them with their artillery, and with following them. 

Lieut. CoL Williams with his light infantry, and Lieut. Col. the Hon. 
R. Trench with the 14th regt, retired from Pastores across the Agueda ; 
and thence marched by Robleda, where they took some prisoners, and re- 
crossed the Agueda, and joined at Guinaldo in the evening. 

I placed the 3d and 4th divisions, and Gen. Pack’s brigade of infantry, 
and Major Gen. Alten’s, Major Gen. De Grey’s, and Major Gen. Slade’s 
brigades of cavalry in the position at Fuente Guinaldo on the evening of 
the 25th, and ordered Major Gen. R. Craufurd to retire with the Light 
division across- the Agueda, the 1th division to form at Albergueria, and 
Lieut, Gen. Graham to collect the troops under his command at Nave 
d’ Aver, keeping only posts of observation on the Azava; and the troops 
were thus formed in an echelon^ of which the centre was in the position at 
Guinaldo ; and the right upon the Pass of Perales ; and the left at Nave 
d’Aver ; Don Carlos de Espana was placed on the left of the Coa; and 
Don J. Sanchez was detached with the cavalry to the enemy’s rear. 

The enemy brought up a second division of infantry from Ciudad Rodrigo 
in the afternoon of the 25th; and in the course of that night, and of the 
26th, they collected their whole army in front of our position at Guinaldo ; 
and not deeming it expedient to stand their attack in that position, I re- 
tired about 3 leagues, and on the 27th formed the army as follows : viz., 
the 5th division on the right, at Aldea Velha; the 4th, and light dragoons, 
and Major Gen. Alten’s cavalry, at the convent of Sacaparte, in front of 
Alfaiates ; the 3d and 1th divisions in second line, behind Alfaiates ; and 
Lieut. Gen. Graham’s corps on the left at Bismula, having their advanced 
guard beyond the Villar Maior river ; and Lieut Gen. Sir S. Cotton’s 
cavalry near Alfaiates, on the left of the 4th division, and having Gen. Pack’s 
and Gen. McMahon’s brigades at Rebolosa, on their left. The piquets of 
the cavalry were in front of Aldea da Ponte, beyond the Villar Maior 
river ; and those of Gen. Alten’s brigade beyond the same river, towards 
Furcalhos. 

It had been the enemy’s intention to turn the left of the position of Gui- 
naldo by moving a column into the valley of the Upper Azava, and thence 
ascending the heights in the rear of the position by Castillejos ; and from 
this column they detached a division of infantry and 14 squadrons of 
cavalry to follow our retreat by Albergueria, and another body of the same 
strength followed us by Furcalhos, The former attacked the piquets of 
the cavalry at Aldea da Ponte, and drove them in; and they pushed on 
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nearly as far as Alfaiates. I then made Gen. Pakenham attack them with 
his brigade of the 4th division, supported by Lieut. Gen. the Hon. G. L. 
Cole, and the 4th division, and by Sir S, Cotton’s cavalry ; and the enemy 
were driven through Aldea da Ponte, back upon Albergueria, and the 
piquets of the cavalry resumed their station. 

But the enemy having been reinforced by the troops which marched 
from Furcalhos, again advanced about sunset and drove in the piquets of 
the cavalry from Aldea da Ponte, and took possession of the village. 

Lieut. G^. Cole again attacked them with a part of Gen. Pakenham's 
brigade, and drove them through the village • but night having come on, 
and as Gen. Pakenham was not certain what was passing on his hanks, or 
of the numbers of the enemy, and he knew that the army were to fail 
back still farther, he evacuated the village, which the enemy occupied, 
and held during the night. 

On the 28th, I formed the army on the heights behind Soito ; having 
the Serra de Meras on their right, and the left at Rendo, on the Coa ; 
about a league in rear of the position which they had occupied on the 27th. 
The enemy also retired from Aldea da Ponte, and had their advanced posts 
at Albergueria ; and as it appears that they are about to retire from this 
part of the country, and as we have already had some bad weather, and 
may expect more at the period of the equinoctial gales, I propose to canton 
the troops in the nearest villages to the position which they occupied 
yesterday. 

I can’t conclude this report of the occurrences of the last week, without 
expressing to your Lordship my admiration of the conduct of the troops 
engaged in the affairs of the 25th inst. The conduct of the 2d hatt. 5th 
regt., commanded by Major Ridge, in particular, affords a memorable 
example of what the steadiness and discipline of the troops, and their con- 
fidence in their officers, can effect in the most difficult and trying situa- 
tions. The conduct of the 7’7th regt., under the command of Lieut. Col. 
Bromhead, was equally good ; and I have never seen a more determined 
attack than was made by the whole of the enemy’s cavalry, with every 
advantage of the assistance of a superior artillery, and repulsed by these 
2 weak battalions. I must not omit also to report the good conduct, on 
the same occasion, of the 21st Portuguese regt., under the command of 
Col. Bacellar, and of Major Arentschildt’s artillery. The Portuguese in- 
fantry were not actually charged, hut were repeatedly threatened, and 
they showed the utmost steadiness and discipline, both in the mode in 
which they prepared to receive the enemy, and in all the movements of a 
retreat made over 6 miles of plain in front of a superior cavalry and artil- 
lery. The Portuguese artillerymen were cut down at their guns, which 
were for a moment in the enemy’s possession. 

The infantry upon this occasion were under the command of Major 
Gen. the Hon. C. Colville ; Lieut. Gen. Picton having remained with the 
troops at El Bodon ; and the conduct of Major Gen. Colville was beyond 
all praise. 

Your Lordship will have observed by the details of the action which I 
have given you, how much reason I had to be satisfied witb the conduct 
of the 1st hussars and 1 1th light dragoons of Major Gen. Alten’s brigade. 
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There were not more than 3 squadrons of the 2 regimente^^ 
this brigade having for some time furnished the cavalry for the outposts 
of the army, and they charged the enemy’s cavalry repeatedly ; and not- 
withstanding the superiority of the latter, the post would have been main- 
tained if I had not preferred abandoning it to risking the loss of these 
brave men. by continuing the unequal contest under additional disadvan- i 

tages, in consequence of the immediate entry of 14 battalions of infantry 
into the action, before the support which I had ordered up could arrive. 

Major.Gen. Alten, and Lieut. Cols. Gumming and Arentscl|ldt, and the 

officers of these regiments, particularly distinguished themselves upon 

this occasion. I have also to mention that the Adj, Gen., Major Gen. the j 

Hon. G. Stewart, being upon the field, gave his assistance as an officer of 

cavalry with his usual gallantry. 

In the affair of the ^'Ith, at Aldea da Ponte, Brig. Gen. Pakenham and 
the troops of the 4th division, under the orders of Lieut. Gen. the Hon. I 

G. L. Cole, likewise conducted themselves remarkably well. 

H. S. H. the Hereditary Prince of Orange accompanied me during i 

the operations which I have detailed to your Lordship, and was for the 
first time in fire; and he conducted himself with a spirit and intelligence 
which afford a hope that he will become an ornament to his profession. 

The enemy having collected for the object of relieving Ciudad Rodrigo l 

I the army of the north, which were withdrawn from the attack they had 

! commenced on Gen. Abadia in Galicia, in which are included 22 batta- 

lions of the Imperial Guard, and Gen. Souham’s division of infantry, com- 
posed of troops recently arrived in Spain from the army of Naples, and 
now drawn from the frontier of Navarre, where they had been employed 
in operations against Mina, together with 5 divisions and all the cavalry 
of the army called ‘ de Portugal^ composing altogether an army of not 
less than 60,000 men, of which 6000 were cavalry, with 12,5 pieces of artil- 
lery, I could not pretend to maintain the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, nor 
could any effort which I could make prevent or materially impede the 
collection of the supplies or the march of the convoy for the relief of that 
place. I did all that I could expect to effect without incurring the risk 
of great loss for no object; and as the reports as usual were so various in 
regard to the enemy’s real strength, it was necessary that I should see 
their army in ord^r that the people of this country might be convinced that ^ 

to raise the blockade was a measure of necessity, and that the momentary 
relief of Galicia, and of Mina, were the only objects which it was in my 
power immediately to effecf* 

I have had no reports from the north since I addressed your Lordship 
last, nor from the south of Spain. 

Gen. Girard had collected at Merida a small body of troops, I believe 
with the intention of making an incursion into Portugal, under the notion 
that I had withdrawn Lieut. Gen. Hill’s corps from the Alentejo, for the 
purpose of maintaining the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo ; hut 1 imagine 
that he will break up this collection again, as soon as he shall hear that 
Gen. Hill is at Portalegre. 

P.S. I enclose a return of the killed and wounded on the 25th and 
21th inst. 



* See Appendix, No, XL 
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Return of the Mlled, wounded, and misaing, in an affair with the enemy on the heighti 
of El Bodon on the 25th, and near Aldea da Ponte on the 27th Sept. 1811. 


• « 

Officers. 

«3 12 

g S S 

hi 

I " 3 

§ 

d 

Horses. 

Total loss of officers, 
non - cotomissioneti 
officers, and E.&p, 

Killed . . . . . 

1 

1 

40 


42 

Wounded • • . • 

16 

13 

156 

63 

185 

Missing . . • . • 

— • 

1 

33 

9 

34 


The A,G, to Major Gen, Peacocke^ 30th Sept 1811. 

In reply to your letter and enclosure herewith returned from Brig. Gen. Blunt, 

I am to acquaint you that the Commander of the Forces will not order Mr. - - 

to be tried on charges so loose and general as those made out by Gen, Blunt. 
The Brig. Gen. must specify the act or acts in the charge on which he founds the 
prosecution, and the time and place where the crime was committed, it being en- 
tirely inconsistent with the Articles of War to bring an officer to trial on such 
general accusations as are contained in the 1st and 3d of the charges enclosed. 

To Major Diclcson, R.A. Richoso, 1st Oct. 1811. 

I received your letter of the 20th, and I am bappy to find that you are 
so well. 

The Portuguese commissariat must feed the militia wherever they can. 
If they cannot feed them our Commissaries will, but the Portuguese govern- 
ment shall pay the expense. 


To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Richoso, 1st Oct. 1811. 

I have received your letter, No. 4, of the 19th Sept. I request you to 
send me either the originals, or accurate copies, of all the letters and 
papers which may be intercepted from the enemy. 

I concur with you in the expediency of supplying the chiefs of guer- 
rilla corps with mountain artillery. I supplied Don J. Sanchez with the 
only guns of this description that I had, which he unfortunately lost ; but 
they were very useful to him. 

I concur entirely in your opinion regarding the inexpediency of raising 
corps of deserters from the French army. They will be worse than use- 
less to Gen. Abadia. They will desert and convey intelligence to the 
enemy, probably at critical moments, when the enemy could not otherwise 
obtain any ; and they will augment the evils resulting from the disor- 
ganized state of the military force. 

I beg you will inform Gen. Abadia that I had it not in my power to 
prevent the enemy from throwing a supply of provisions into Ciudad 
Rodrigo. I delayed them, however, as long as I could ; and they were 
induced to cross the Agueda with their whole army, in hopes that I should 
wait to be attacked in a bad position at Fuente Guinaldo. They withdrew 
from this part of the country only yesterday ; the army of the north taking 
the road to Salamanca, and the * Armee de Portugal ihe road of Banos and 








298 


PORTUGAL. 


Plasencia. It is said that the former are going to yalladolid, which I 

should thinh not unlikely, with a view to collect supplies. 

"We had two partial actions with them, one on the 25th, and one on the 
21th Sept. ; on both which occasions our troops behaved remarkably well, 

and manifestly showed their superiority. . 

Although the army of the north may now go to yalladolid, it is certain 
that their intention is to endeavor to obtain possession of Galicia.^ As soon 
as I shall learn that these two armies are separated decidedly, ! shall com- 
mence some operation which will, if possible, bring them upon me again ; 
and I shall in this manner do every thing in my power to create a diversion 
in favor of Gen. Abadia, and give him time to form his army. ^ 

I have enclosed your observations on Valen^a to Marshal Sir W. Beres- 

ford* ■ . ■ 


To His Excellency G. Staart. Riohoso, let Oci 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 28th Sept, and I shall consider of 
Dorn M. Forjaz’s plan for transport. From the first appearance of it, 

however, I am decidedly against it. _ , ^ A r. 

I forw’ard a note and its enclosure which I have received from Gol. Grant, 
who is prisoner at Plasencia, regarding the Marquez de Ponte de Lima and 
the Marquez de Valen^a. Let me know what the government wish that I 

should do respecting these noblemen. 

Gordon says that Pamplona’s aide de camp told him that he wished to 
come in, and he thought he said Gen. Pamplona likewise. Gordon says 
that he answered him that he knew nothing about the mode in which he 

would be received; md that all the information he could give him was, 
that Mascarenhas had been hanged, and the Conde de Sahugal acquitted. 
P.S. The French retired yesterday from Ciudad Rodrigo. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Richoso, 1st Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatch (No. 49), 
regarding a plan proposed by Brig. Gen. Carroll for raising 1500 men in 

the Spanish service, to be called the Irish brigade. 

I beg to refer your Lordship to my dispatch of the 15th Dec. 1810, 
regarding the means which the regiments of this army possess of affording 
officers to assist Brig. Gen. Carroll. Since that dispatch was written, the 
officers of the British army have been so sickly, that there are with the 
regiments not sufficient numbers to do the duty, particularly of those regi- 
ments recently arrived in this country. 

I have in store at Lisbon some arms, hut no accoutrements or clothing, 
or necessaries. B.vcepting in arms, therefore, it is impossible for me to 
give to Brig. Gen. Carroll the assistance which he requires. In referring 
to my dispatch of the I5th Dec., I beg your Lordship to advert to the 
opinions it contains regarding the policy of giving assistance of the de- 
scription required by Gen. Carroll to raise corps in Spain. 

Col. Downie, and particularly Gen. Carroll, are more fit to command 
corps than many, or perhaps than any, of the officers to be found in the 
Spanish service; and I conceive that the British government cannot apply 
their resources allotted for the support of the cause in Spain better than 
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by supplying arms, clotMng, accoutrements, and necessaries for the troops 
to be raised and commanded by those ofScers. I have no doubt that they 
will make as good use of this assistance as it is possible to make, and that 
the result will be as beneficial to the cause as it has been under any other 
mode of distributing this description of assistance. But I beg to observe 
to your Lordship, that when a number of soldiers have been raised, armed, 
and accoutred, and even disciplined, but half the business to be done, in 
order to derive any effectual service from them, is effected. Means must 
be found of paying and supporting them, at least of supporting them wbile 
engaged in operations against the enemy in tbe field; and, till these means 
are found, the other expense incurred cannot produce much of the benefit 
expected from it The employment of British officers would make no 
difference in this respect The corps of troops to which they should be 
attached would be better disciplined possibly; but it would be equally 
useless as a military body in large operations; and indeed it is doubtful 
whether these officers could attempt to discipline, or even to command 
soldiers neither paid nor fed, even if they were willing to serve without 
pay themselves. 

In whatever way British officers are employed with the Spanish troops^ 
the measure will he viewed with jealousy, and will occasion some disgust 
among the national officers. If it should not be completely successful, as 
it appears to me impossible that it should be, unless means of paying and 
feeding the troops are provided, it is certain that the want of success will 
not be concealed, and that it will he attributed to the want of skill in the 
British officers, or to any rather than the real cause. Under these circum- 
stances I recommend it to your Lordship not to allow British officers to 
serve with the Spanish troops, till adequate means of paying and providing 
for those troops, at least when engaged in operations with the enemy, 
shall be found. * 

But there is another view of this subject to which I wish to draw your 
Lordship’s attention. When the British officers would enter the Spanish 
service, they would have prejudices and opposition of all descriptions to 
contend with, as well on the part of the soldiers as of the officers of the 
national service. They could perform their duty only by receiving the 
steady support of their own commander, whose character must be of that 
description to command the respect of the Spanish authorities. If their 
commander should omit, or should not he able to support them in their 
exertions and their authority, they must fail. 

I must also observe that British officers require to be kept in order, as 
well as the soldiers under their command, particularly in a foreign service. 
The experience which I have had of their conduct in the Portuguese ser- 
vice, has shown me that there must he an authority, and that a strong one, 
to keep them within due bounds, otherwise they would only disgust the 
soldiers over whom they should be placed, tbe officers whom they should 
be destined to assist, and the country in whose service they should be 
employed. 

Neither Brig. Gen. Carroll nor Col. Downie are persons of that cha- 
racter in the military profession to be able to project and support the 
British officers in the performance of their duty in the Spanish service, or 
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to preserve due subordination among them, in relation to the Spanish 
oSieers and authorities. 

I therefore earnestly recommend to your Lordship not to allow any 
officers of the British army to serve with Gen. CarrolFs corps, under exist- 
ing circumstances. 

To the Earl of Lwerpool. Ricboso, 1st Oct. 1811. 

Adverting to your Lordship’s dispatch of the 3d Sept, regarding the 
grant of medals to the officers of the army, it occurs to me that an im- 
provement might still be made in the system : for instance, many officers 
in the course of service become entitled to 2, or 3, or more medals. In 
my opinion they should receive but one; but for every additional action 
deemed worthy of the medal, in which any officer having a medal should 
be present, he should he warranted to have the name of that action 
engraved on his medal, and that in that case the fresh medal for that action 
should be given to the officer next in command in the regiment, who was 
present, and distinguished in the action. 

The A.G. to Capt , Ist Oct. 1811. 

Ill reply to your letter of the 18th inst I am to acquaint you the Commander 
of the Forces is surprised that any British officer should write such a letter as you 
have done on the subject of the complaint at Ahrantes. If this communication 
contains your real sentiments, it is not a matter of astonishment there should be 
* complaints from that place, and the Commander of the Forces thinks you are en- 
tirely unfit for your situation. When you found a house occupied in which you 

wanted to quarter Capt. , you ought to have applied to the magistrate or 

the government of the town to have the Intendant removed from the house ; but 
ought on no account to have suffered either Mr. or the Assist. Provost Mar- 

shal to be guilty of so gross a military outrage in a garrison as not only to attack, 
but to take off their post and imprison two Portuguese sentries. There is no evi- 
dence whatever that these sentries were posted for the purpose of insulting British 
officers, but the strongest evidence that the British officers and Provost JMarshal 
insulted the Portuguese authorities and their sentries. 

This letter is to be entered into the orderly hooks at the station at Ahrantes, 
and it is to he communicated to Governor Lobo, and a proper apology must be 
made for the insult offered to the Portuguese authorities. 

The Commander of the Forces disapproves of the Commandant exercising the 
power of quartering officers, &c., where he pleases. The magistrate at Ahrantes 
must do his own duty, and must give billets for quarters when they are wanted. 
I am again to state the decided disapprobation of the Commander of the Forces 
of your conduct and that of Mr. in this transaction, and his desire that cir- 

cumstances of this nature do not occur again. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 2d Oct. 1811, 

I enclose the last morning state. 

Your Lordship will be concerned to observe the number of sick it 
contains ; but I am happy to say that there is no serious disorder, and 
that that which prevails is principally a return of the Walcheren fever, or 
a disorder of the same description produced among the newly arrived 
troops by previous derangement of their bowels, in consequence of their 
eating unripe fruit, and drinking to excess, on their arrival in this country. 

I yesterday saw the 4th dragoon guards. Of 470 men, they could pi’o- 
duce only 230 mounted; and these looked more like men come out of the 
hospitals than troops just arrived from England. These men have to take 
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care of tbe horses of the whole regiment ; and allowing that one man can 
take care of 3 horses, they could not produce in the field for any service 
at this moment above 110 men. All the newly arrived regiments of cavalry 
are in nearly the same state. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 2d Oct. 1811. ! 

Since I addressed you on the 29th Sept., I have learned that the enemy 1 
retired from Ciudad Rodrigo on the 30th, the army of the north towards 
Salamanca, and it is said Valladolid, and the Armie de PwtugaV to- 
wards Banos and Plasencia. 

Girard’s division of the 5th corps, which I informed your Lordship had 


G, O, Riclwiso, 2(1 Oct. 1811. 

3. The Commander of the Forces is desirous of drawing the attention of the army to the 
conduct of the 2d batt. 5th and 77th regts. and the 21st Portuguese regt., and Major Arents- 
childt’s Portuguese artillery, under the command of Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville, and 
of the 11th light dragoons and 1st hussars under Major Gen. V. Alton, in the affair with 
the enemy on the 26th ult. These troops were attacked by between 30 and 40 squadrons 
of cavalry, with 6 pieces of cannon, supported by a division consisting of 14 battalions of 
infantry, with cannon. 

4. The Portuguese artillerymen were cut down at their guns before they quitted them ; 
but the 2d batt. 5th regt. attacked the cavalry which had taken the guns, and retook them. 
At the same time the 77th regt. were attacked in front by another body of cavalry, upon 
which body they advanced, and repulsed them. 

5. While these actions were performed, Major Gen. Alten’s brigade, of which there were 
only 3 squadrons on the ground, were engaged on the left, with numbers infinitely superior 
to themselves. These squadrons charged repeatedly, supporting each other, and took above 
20 prisoners; and notwithstanding the immense superiority of the enemy, the post would 
have been maintained, if the Commander of the Forces had not ordered the troops to with- 
draw from it, seeing that the action would become still more unequal, as the enemy's in- 
fantry were likely to be engaged in it, before the reinforcement ordered to the sup|)ort of 
the post could arrive. 

6. The troops then retired with the same determined spirit, and in the same good order, 
with which they had maintained their post; the 2d batt 5th regt. and 77th in one square, 
and the 21st Portuguese regt, in another, supported by Major Gen. Alten’s cavalry anti 
the Portuguese artillery. The enemy’s cavalry charged three faces of the square of the 
British infantry, but were beaten oft'; and finding, from their repealed fruitle&s efforts, that 
these brave troops were not to be broken, they were contented with fijllowing them at a dis- 
tance, and with firing upon them with their artillery, till the troops joined the remainder 
of the 3d division, and were afterwards supported by a brigade of the 4th division. 
Although the 2 1st Portuguese regt. were not actually charged by the cavalry, their 
steadiness and determination were conspicuous ; and the Commander of the Forces ob- 
served with pleasure the order and regularity with which they made all their movements, 
and the confidence they showed in their officers, 

7. The Commander of the Forces has been particular in stating the details of this action 
in the G. O., as, in his opinion, it affords a memorable example of what can be effected by 
steadiness, discipline, and confidence. It is impossible that any troops can, at any time, 
be exposed to the attack of numbers relatively greater than those which attacked the troops 
under Major Gen. Colville and Major Gen. Alten on the 25th Sept., and the Commander 
of tlie Forces recommends the conduct of those troops to the particular attention of the 
officers and soldiers of the army, as an example to be followed in all such circumsteices. 

8. The Commander of the Forces considers Major Gen. Alten and Major Gen. Colville, 
and the Commanding officers of the regiments under their command respectively, viz. Lieut. 
Col. Gumming, Lieut. Col. Areritschildt, Lieut. Col. Bromhead, Major Ridge, and Col. 
Bacellar of the 2lst Portuguese regt., and the officers and soldiers under their command, 
to be entitled to his particular thanks ; and he assures them that he has not failed to report 
his sense of their conduct, in the action of the 25th Sept., to those by whom he trusts that 
it will be duly appreciated and recollected. 

9. The Commander of the Forces requests that the General officers commanding divi- 
sions and brigades, and the officers commanding regiments, will take measures to prevent 
the soldiers from eating the unripe grapes and other fruit : the old soldiers must be aware 
how pernicious it is to their health ; but those lately arrived are riot aware of it, and he 
begs that measures may be taken to prevent their getting it. 
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been collected at Merida, has retired from tbence, and bas again been can- 
toned in tbe neigbbourbood of Zafra. 

I likewise learn that Gen. Foy, wbo bad advanced as far as Zarza la 
Mayor, in the valley of the Alagon, with bis own division, and one of the 
army of the centre, bas retired towards Plasencia. 

The allied army are cantoned on both sides of the Goa, having their 
advanced posts on towards Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I enclose the copy of a letter of the 19th Sept., which I have received 
from Gen. Abadia, which will show your Lordship the state of affairs in 
that province. 

The last accounts which I have received from Cadiz are of the 14th, from 
which it appears that Marshal Soult was on his return to the westward. 

Tke A.G* ia W. Hogg^ Esq., Deputy Inspector of hospitals. 2d Oct. 1811. 

The Commissary Gen. having submitted a letter, of wbicb the enclosed is a 
copy, to die Commander of the Forces, I am to acquaint you that his Excellency 
approves of the airrangement therein pointed out, and orders have been issued to 
Mr. Kennedy to direct that the same may be carried into effect. You will be 
pleased to aid this arrangement, and instruct the medical officer at Castanlieira not 
to send away the spring waggons from thence farther hack, as has been done of 
late, to the extreme inconvenience of the service. When the sick are moved from 
this station, they must he upon mules or the cars of the country. 

To the Adjutant General of the Forces. Preneda, 3d Oct. 1811. 

Having learned from the enclosed letter from Major Gen. Alex. Camp- 
bell, that Lieut. Col. — — , of the — regt., intends to lay before the Com- 
mander in Chief the circumstances of a complaint of his commanding 
officer, Major Gen. Alex. Campbell, which he has lately brought under 
my consideration; and thinking it probable, from the length of time 
which has elapsed since he announced his intention of making this com- 
plaint, that he has either forwarded it, or proposes to forward it direct to 

G. O. Freneaa, 3d Oct. 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces refers the General officers commanding divisions and 
brigades, and the Commanding officers of regiments, to the G. 0. of the 17th June, 1809, 
nth Aug. 1810, and 8th July, 18 U, regarding the mode of foraging. 

2. The Commander of the Forces is convinced that there is not an officer or soldier in 
the army, who, adverting to what the people of this part of the country suffered from the 
enemy in the summer of 1810, would wish to deprive them of any part of their property 
without paying for it, or to take more from them than is absolutely necessary for the main- 
tenance of the equipment of the army in an efficient state. 

3. The Commander of the Forces trusts that the officers in the several cantonments will 
take care that the orders above referred to are regularly carried into execution, in order that 
the people may receive payment for what is taken from them. 

4. A sense of the interests of the army, combined with feelings for the distresses of the 
people, should prevent all waste of forage or of any other articles, and the Commander of 
the Forces requests the attention of the officers to this point. 

8. The Commander of the Forces has received the orders of the Commander in Chief 
to send to England the 29th regt., the 85th, and the 97th. These regiments have all been 
distinguished since they have helor|ged to this army, particularly the 29th and 97th, which 
have been with the army so long. The 29th regt. landed with the army 3 years ago, 
and-'they have been distinguished in every action that has been fought in that period ; and 
the Commander of the Forces is happy to add, that the conduct of all these troops has been 
equally regular m their cantonments and camps, as it has been gallant in the field. 

9, Under these circumstances, the Commander of the Forces parts with these regiments 

with regret ; but the events of the war, and the different actions in which they have been 
engaged, having reduced their number^ the only chance of recruiting is to send them to 
England.' ■ , ^ ■■ 
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I His Royal IligiiB ess, and that it might be convenient to His Royal High- 

I ness to be made acquainted with all that has passed here relative to this 

j complaint, I trouble you upon this subject. 

f When the garrison of Almeida escaped on the morning of the 11th 

May last, I received a report from Major Gen. Campbell, of which I 
enclose the extract regarding the conduct of Lieut. Col. — stating the 
losses' which had been incurred, in consequence of the imprudence of 
Lieut. Col. — in passing the bridge of Barba de Puerco. Upon receiv- 
ing this report, I wrote a letter to Major Gen. Campbell, in which I 
pointed out the evil consequences which had resulted from Lieut Col. 
“ — -’s conduct, and adverted to instances which had recently occurred of 
similar conduct, which had been attended with similar unfortunate results, 

I had intended to circulate copies of this letter to all the divisions of 
I the army; but on the night of the day on which I wrote it, I received the 

intelligence of Soult’s movement into Estremadura ; and I commenced my 
journey, in the morning, to that province, which was continued at such a 
rate, that ray papers could not keep pace with me. When they arrived 
" in Estremadura, I was employed in other concerns ; in re-organising the 

divisions which had fought the battle of Alhuera, in preparing for the 
siege of Badajoz, &c. &c. ; and the circumstances adverted to in the letter 
to Major Gen. Campbell of the 15th May, had no longer that degree of 
I attention from the officers of the army, to render its circulation so bene- 

[ ficial as it might have been. 

1 About a fortnight or three weeks after this letter was written, I re- 

S ceived the enclosed, of the 24th May, from Lieut- Col. , which only 

I tended to prove that his conduct at Barba de Puerco had been as repre- 

sented by Major Gen. Campbell, and I therefore returned him no answer. 

I conceive that my letter of the 15th May contains no censure upon the 
conduct of Lieut. Col. — — which was not justified and even rendered 
necessary by the circumstances which had occurred. 

It appears to be quite a novel notion in the military profession, that an 
officer is to commit an imprudence, by which some loss is incurred, and 
more is risked ; and that I, who am responsible for the faults and 
neglects and imprudences of all, shall not be allowed even to notice such 
misconduct. 

I heard no more of this complaint of Lieut Col. ’s, till the month 

of August, when Major Gen. Campbell issued a division order, of which 
I enclose a copy, on the 9th Aug., in which he noticed the mode in which 
the regiments in Major Gen. Burne’s brigade made their marches, and that 
in which they messed. ^ 

This order drew from Lieut. Col. letters to his commanding 

officer, Major Gen. Campbell, for writing which he was placed in arrest, 
and brought to trial, and convicted of writing improper letters to his 

commanding officer. The proceedings on the trial of Lieut. Col. 

are at the office of the Judge Advocate General ; and I enclose a copy 
of the G. G. of the 1st Sept., which contains the reprimand which he 
received. 

Before I ordered that Lieut. GoL might be brought to trial, I 
made an effort to bring him to a sense of the impropriety of his conduct 
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in a private letter wMcli I addressed to him on the 18th Aug., of which 
I enclose a copy. His Royal Highness will see in the proceedings of the 
General Conrt Martial the use which Lieut. Coh* makes of this letter. 

After the trial was over, 1 had the correspondence of which I enclose 
copies, with Major Gen. Gamphell, on Lieut. CoL — — ’s wish to go to 
England, as he said, to complain to His Royal Highness of Major Gen. 
Gamphell, and to take legal advice in respect to his conduct; and having 
at length, on the 20th Sept, received his complaints of Major Gen. Camp- 
bell in the prescribed channel, and Major Gen. CamphelPs reply to his 
complaints, of which I enclose a copy, I wrote to Major Gen. Campbell 
the letter upon them, of which I enclose a copy, on the 21st Sept. 

I have only to add to this letter the report which Major Gen. Campbell 
gave me, which he had received from the Brigade Major of Gen. Burners 
brigade, of the number of nien found straggling from their companies on 
the march on the 9th Aug.; on which report his order of the 9th Aug. 
was founded. When it is considered that the — th regt. had not 400 
men under arms, it did not appear to me to be unreasonable in Major 
Gen. Campbell to require that they should not have as many as 60, besides 
Major Gen. Burne’s orderlies and guard, marching with the baggage. 

To the Rt. Hoo. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 3d Oct. 1811. 

I enclose copies of my last dispatches; and have no news to give you in 
addition to that they contain. 

The equinoctial rains have begun here. They are probably general ; 
and if so, Abadia is, I hope, safe for this winter. But I shall try something 
for him as soon as the weather shall settle. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. • Freneda, 3d Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th Sept., in which 
you enclosed one from Dom M. Forjaz, and a copy of a proposed Portaria^ 
regarding means of transport. 

It is not in my power, as Commander of the British army, to make an 
advance of £150,000 upon a speculation which has in view to procure 
means of transport for the army, even though I should he convinced that 
it would be successful, I am convinced, however, not only that the pro- 
posed scheme will not produce any good effect, hut that it will aggravate 
all the existing evils. 

It is not necessary that I should trouble you with my reasons for enter- 
taining this opinion, as what I have stated above is a sufficient answer to 
the proposition made to me as Commander in Chief of the British army; 
but if the Portuguese government should think proper to call for my 
opinion on this proposed Portaria^ ihej shall have it. 

To His Excellency C. Shiart. Freneda, 3d Oct. 1811. 

I enclose a letter of the 28th Sept., from Mr. Barnard, containing a 
complaint of the conduct of the Capita Mor of Ahrantes, in seizing cer- 
tain persons while employed by him in transporting corn for the cavalry. 

When the exception to the laws of the conscription was under dis- 
cussion, I stated to Sir W, Beresford the probable result of leaving per* 
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sons m tlie employment of the British army at the disci etioii of the 
magistrates of the country, ft was quite certain that, as soon as these 
magistrates should find any persons liable to the laws of the conscription 
actually in the employment of the British army, they would immediately 
seize them, to show their activity, and in hopes that hy our subsequent 
interference these people might be released. 

The recent occurrence at Abrantes is a practical example of this con- 
duct. The Capitao Mor had it in his power to seize those persons, as 
recruits for the army, before they quitted Abrantes in the service of the 
British army, but that would not suit his purpose. The men must have 
served, and his activity would not have attracted notice. But by delaying 
the measure he puts the British army, and of course the service of the 
country, to the greatest inconvenience. 

It is absolutely necessary that while persons are in the actual service of 
the British army, they should not be seized in this manner. 

The A.G. to Capt. ^y Celarico* 3d Oct. 1811. 

In reply to your letter and enclosure from staff surgeon — , I am to convey 
to you the Commander of the Forces’ most positive directions that none of the 
sick shall be sent from Celorico to the rear who can possibly be kept there. 
From the difficulty of getting back to the army those sent away from tlie advanced 
hospital stations, on slight grounds, it becomes absolutely necessary to impress 
these commands of his Excellency most strongly on your mind ; and you will con- 
vey these directions to the staff surgeon at Celorico, who will also receive similar 
instructions from Dep. Inspector Hogg. There will be no difficulty, if the sick are 
too crowded in Celorico, on a communication with the A. Q. M. G. of the 1st divi- 
sion, in sending any of the convalescents to the rear, under a proper proportion of 
officers, into any of the villages which the 1st division does not occupy. By clear- 
ing the hospital station in this manner, there can be no doubt of there being ac- 
commodation at Celorico for the number of sick according to your last return. 

To Lieut. Gen. HilL Freneda, 4th Oct. 1811. 

I write to let you know that I have received accounts through my 
brother at Cadiz, stating that Soult returned to Seville about the 18th of 
last month, bringing with him some of the troops which he had taken to 
the eastward, if not all of them : he was making requisitions for carriages, 
and it was generally supposed was about returning into Estremadura. 

Inform Gen. Castanos of these circumstances, and if you should have 
reason to think them confirmed, let me know it, and send orders to the 
brigade of the 2d division, and the regiment of Gen. Hamilton’s division 
(which are gone to Gastello Branco), and the 2d hussars, to cross the 
Tagus, and join you. 

P.S. Could not you get some man to go to Zafra, and discover for you 
whether the enemy have there any, and what quantity, of heavy artillery? 

To ¥ice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 4th Oct 1811. 

I enclose the proceedings and sentence of a General Court Martial, 

which I have confirmed, on the trial of privates -and— — of the 

Royal Marines, doing duty on shore at Fort S. Julian. 

I beg you to peruse these proceedings; and as it appears that the pro- 
perty which was taken from the woman was restored, and as it was tlie 
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first and only complaint whhk fcas h^n made of iliese troops, I propose, 
if you see no objection, to pardon tbese two soldiers. 

To His Excellency G. Staait. Freneda, 4fli Oct. 1811. 

I bave bad the honor to receive your letter of the 30tb Sept, in which 
you have enclosed one of the $ 8th from Dom M. Forjaz, in regard to the 
a.ttendance of witnesses upon British Courts Martial. I beg that you will 
inform pom M. Forjaz, that when a British soldier is accused of an offence 
against the laws of Portugal, I have no means of punishing him, excepting 
hy giving him oyer to the Portuguese tribunals for trial, or by bringing 
blip to trial before a Court Martial. 

If the Portuguese government desire it, offenders of this description 
shall be given over to tbe Portuguese tribunals; but from wbat I have 
seen of the proceedings of these tribunals, I am afraid that they will not 
be punished, excepting by confinement in a miserable prison, without trial, 
and that you will be obliged to interfere in their favor, as His Majesty’s 
subjects, in order to soften tbe rigor, alleviate tbe miseries, or abridge the 
duration of their confinement. 

If offenders of this description are to be tried by Court Martial, the 
Court must by law have the best evidence of tbe case which circumstances 
will admit. Tbe law of England prefers vivd voee testimony to all other ; 
and if that can be got, and is not produced, tbe Court will acquit tbe 
prisoner. On this account I am always obliged to require tbe attendance 
of witnesses on the Courts Martial. 

It would be impossible to assemble a Court Martial at Leiria, for in- 
stance, or in every place in which a British soldier should be accused of 
an offence. 4il that can he done is to assemble a General Court Martial 
at bead quarters, and to summon the witnesses of a fact which is the sub- 
ject of complaint, to attend and give their testimony vwa voce; and if they 
will not or cannot attend, I am sorry to say that it is not in my power to 
punish. 

To Lieut, Gen. Sir S, Cotton, Bart. Freneda, 5tb Oct. 1811, 

Let me know wbat orders you have given respecting the disposal of 
tbe remount horses recently arrived at Lisbon. 

T wish to have tbe 2d hussars mounted as soon as possible, and that tbe 
3d squadron of the 9th light dragoons should join their corps. 

P.S. Gen. Le Marchant having arrived at the army, the 4th dragoon 
guards had better be left under his command. 

To His Exc^ilency C, Stuart, Freneda, Oct. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of the stages at which mules ought to 
he kept, for the purposes of the ordinary communication between the 
frontier and Lisbon, and a statement of the number of mules tp be kept 
^t each stage. The same number of .mules have been at all times kept at 
the ^arae stages, by the Portuguese post office. 

I likewise enclose a list of stages, and a statement of the number of 
mules to be kept at each stage, which are necessary for the communica- 
tions of the army, and where mules have not been usually kept; and as 
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they will be placed there for the convenience of the army, I propose to 
pay their expense from the military chest. 

The A. G, io Lieui. Col , coming, a brigade in the %d ditMicm, 5th Oct. 1811. 

A complaint having been received by the Commissary Gen, from the Assist. 
Commissary Gen. at Gastello Branco, that certain mules laden with stores from 
Pedrogaofor that place were violently seized upon by you and forced from under 
the Commissary’s protection and left in the village of S. Miguel, the muies pro- 
ceeding empty to Gastello Branco, I am directed to acquaint you of the extreme 
impropriety of your interfering in any manner in the regular conducting of the 
commissariat duties by the officers of that department. The Acting Assist. Com- 
missary also alleges that he has been threatened with arrest, and impediments 
thrown in the way of liis executing bis duties. I request you will report to me on 
these circumstances for further consideration. 

To Major Gen, Alex. Campbell. Freneda, 6th Oct. 1811. 

I am very sorry to hear that you are unwell, particularly as I had put 

you on a Court Martial to try for an act of insanity. If you 

are not well enough to sit on the Court Martial, let me know it, and 1 
will order Hulse for the duty. 

I have been very well during the late bustle. Pray let me hear how you are. 

P.S. I have written to the Adj. Gen. a detail of — — ’s concerns, 

which I should wish you to see before it goes. Pll send it to you, if you 
can’t come here before Wednesday. 

To Gen. Bacellar. Freneda, 6th Oct. 1811. 

It is absolutely necessary that there should be a sufficient number of 
workmen and artificers at Almeida to complete the works at that place, 
and that there should be a guard of militia with the heavy train. You 
will make such dispositions as you may think proper for these purposes, 
hut it is really time that a work, which was ordered above two months 
ago, should at length be seriously commenced. 

The enemy have retired from this neighbourhood, and it is necessary 
that the Conde de Amarante should observe their movements to the north- 
ward. If he should find that they are about to attack Gen. Abadia in 
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3. The Commander of the Forces observes, however, from the perusal of the proceedings 
of the General Court Martial, that his orders regarding the remova.1 of sick men from the 
regiments to the general hospital have not been carried into execution by the regiments in 
Uie — division of Infantry. 

4. When a soldier is so sick that he cannot march, he should invariabl^r be sent to 
the general hospital, f >r which there are always means of transport by the daily commu- 
nications with the Commissariat stores in the rear. If the sick are kept with the regiments, 
contrary to these orders repeatedly issued, and the regiment should receive an order to 
move upon a short notice, either the sick must be left behind, or the whole business of the 
Commissariat must be deranged, by pressing means of transport, and applying those in- 
tended to supply the consumption of the troops, to carry sick soldiers on the march with 
their regiments who ought to have been sent to the hospitals long before, 

5. In this case it was necessary to press the mules attached to supply the consumption 
of the 13th light dragoons, to carry the sick detained with the regiments of infantry con- 
trary to orders*, and the 13th light dragoons and other troops, even some of these very same 

sick soldiers being at Monforte, had consequently nd bread for 2 days. 

6. The Commander of the Forces requests the attention of the Commanding officers c»f 
regiments to this subject, and they will see the ihconvenience and derangement which are 
the consequences of djsobedience of orders! 

'x2. ' 
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Galicia, he will put his corps of observation at Braganza, or at Chaves, 
and he will endeavor, without risking his infantry beyond the frontier, to 
divert their attention from Gen. Abadia by light movements of his cavalry 
md by tlireatening their communications. 

To His Excellency C. Stuaxt. Freneda, 6th Oct. 18 H. 

I have received your letter. I have not leisure to read Senhor 
■ — — ’s works, nor have I inclination to contend with him, whether he 
or my officers have the merit of the plans by which Lisbon and the 
country were saved from the enemy. 

I think that I have reason to complain of Senhor ’s plans and 

memoirs as having misled me, and occasioned inconveniences and ex- 
penses which would not have been incurred, if I had not had them in my 
hands. I am not desirous of making any complaint of Senhor — — ■, and 
1 give him credit for being a good draftsman, and for having taken some 
pains to acquire information in the country, which was the object of our 
researches ; hut it would be just as possible to discover the longitude in 
his papers and plans, as that degree of accuracy and information on which 
alone any good system could be founded. 

If Senhor wants a reward for his plan and memoir, I have no 

objection to his getting it, and 1 shall be silent, or even recommend it; 
but if he pretends to have any thing to say to what has been done by our 
officers, I must expose his ignorance, and the negligence with which he 
made his survey and report, and the consequences which would have 
resulted by attending to either, whatever trouble such exposition may 
cost me. 

I can only tell you that I reconnaitred the ground in October, and de- 
pended for some fficts upon his report, and formed my plans accordingly. 
Afterwards Fletcher and our engineers found that these facts were repre- 
sented erroneously ; and I was obliged to travel again to Lisbon in Feb- 
ruary, 1810, and to alter the whole plan, and to undo all that had been 

done, in consequence of the erroneous information in ’s memoir. 

You know that I was at Lisbon in February, 1810, as you followed me to 
Thomar ; and that was the reason of the journey. From this statement, 
which refers only to one point, you will judge of ’s merits. 

The A,G, to Major Gen, Long. 6th Oct. 1811. 

The Dep. Judge Advocate being absent from head quarters on account of sickness, 
the Commander of the Forces has considered your letter of the 4th inst. and enclo- 
sure. There is no doubt of the right of a prosecutor to alter his charges, or bring 
fresh charges in any stage of the proceedings ; and the Court must proceed on the 
trial of those charges, if the Commander in Chief orders them to do so. I have been 

directed by his Excellency to sign Lieut. Col. ’s 5th additional charge, and 

it is herewith enclosed; but it is to be understood that if that charge has been 
framed with a view to meet a particular description of evidence already before the 
Court, or the opinions of certain members which have casually been disclosed, the 

Court are not to proceed on the trial of Lieut. on the 6th charge, for, if the 

Commander of the Forces were certain that such evidence had been given, or that 
such opinions had been casually disclosed, he would not have ordered the Court to 
try Lieut — — on this charge. 

It appears to the Commander of the Forces that there is not much foundation 
lor the distill etlon between the 3d and 5tb charges, or for that which relates to 
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tile period at wliicb tlie injury to the service should arise. An officer is charged 
with a crime, and every military crime with which an officer can be charged is 
fonnded upon its tendency to injure the service, either immediately or remotely. 
Tins officer is charged witli in|iiring the service by taking away with him the 
money belonging to a company in his regiment. The questions for the considera- 
tion of the Court would appear to be: 1st; whether he committed the fact: 2dly; 
whether he did it with bad intentions, of which the evidence w'OliM be admissible 
and good, that he withheld the money after he had had opportunities of restoring 
it, even though those opportunities occurred after he had been put in arrest, and 
the charges had been given in against him. The Court will see the truth of this 
reasoning forcibly by supposing the words ‘injuring the service’ omitted in the 
3d charge, which they might as well have been, as these words imply only the 

consequences of the fact with which Lieut. is charged, and on which his 

guilt or innocence on this head of charge will turn. ^ ^ 

To Senhor Jose Clementi Pereira. Freneda, 7th Oct. 1811, 

I received by the bearer your two letters of the 4th, from Canaveral , I 
beg that you will acquaint the two gentlemen, to whom one of your 
letters relates, that in consequence of a communication of their wishes to 
me through another channel, I have applied to the Portuguese government 
in their favor. I expect the answer at every moment, and as soon as it 
shall arrive, I will send it to them through you. 

P.S. I enclose letters for those two gentlemen, but they shall hear from 
me again as soon as I receive a letter respecting them from the govern- 
ment. 

To lieut. Gen. Sir S, Cotton, Bart. Freneda, 7th Oct. 1811. 

I understand that the greatest- number of the dismounted men of the 2d 
hussars are at Lisbon, with their appointments ; and if they are to receive 
the horses of the 12th and 9th, they should be ordered to some station 
with their appointments, to Which station the horses of the 12th and 9th 
should be ordered likewise. 


G. O. Freneda, 7tb Oct. 1811. 

1. The veterinary surgeons and farriers of all regiments of cavalry are to be entitled, 
from the date of the landing of their regiments in Portugal, to the allowance granted tc 
veterinary surgeons and farriers by the G. O. of the 15th July, 1809, No, 1 ; and pay-> 
masters of regiments will receive their allowances at the end of every month, from the Assist. 
Com. Gen. attached to their regiments respectively, instead of their being paid by a war- 
rant from the Commander of the Forces. 

2. The Commander of the Forces requests that the General officers commanding divisions 
will take the opportunity of the fine weather of the present moment to exercise the troops 
under their command respectively, according to his former directions, 

3. It would tend materially to improve the health of the troops, and would keep them 

in the habit of marching, if, besides the exercise, they were to march a few miles onthe roadj 
once or twice a week. ; 

4. A working party, consisting of 200 R. and F* of British troops, and 200 R. and 
F. of Portuguese troops, with officers and non-commissioned officers in proportion, of the 
6th division, are to proceed to-morrow morning to Almeida, to be employed on the works 
of that place. The party are to take their arms, &c. with them, and the Camrnissaries of 
the 6th division will take measures to supply them with provisions. This party are to work 
on the 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th, on which last day a similar party are to be sent to relieve 
them, and they are to returrrto their quarters on die 13th, and the relieving party will like- 
wise be relieved after 4 days’ work. 

5. These men are to receive working money at the rate allowed to the soldiers of the 
several nations; and this working money is to be paid to the officers before the men march 
away, after being relieved by the officer of engineers under whom they shall be employed, 

6. Such of the party as are bricklayers or stonemasons will be employed as artificers, 

and will receive double pay. * 

7 . It is to be clearly understood, however, that those who do not work will get no pay. 
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In regard to the transfer of horses from one regiment to another, we 
must go by some general rule; and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
make an official report of all your proceedings on this subject, as I must 
report on them to the Horse Guards. The general rule which I would 
lay down is, that every regiment shall have one tenth of the number of its 
rank and hie dismounted. Afterwards, if you find a regiment very 
sickly, you may dismount more if you think proper, and transfer the 
horses to other regiments whose men are more healthy ; but I wish you 
to begin with the adoption of that general principle. 

The horses which the officers of the cavalry will not take at the price 
stated, must be sold by public auction for the price hid for them. 

I don’t like to weaken the light cavalry in the Alentejo just now, as 
Soult is at Seville, and preparing for some movement. 

P.S. Clinton is sick at Lishon. I should prefer that the desire to join 
his regiment should come from himself, rather than the order from me, 
and I wish you would write to him about it. The l6th, however, will not 
be badly off when they get Lord C. Manners, which is likely before 
Clinton can join. 

The A.G, te Brig. Major Olfemtann. 7tb Oct 1811. 

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, unless you wish to resign your staff 
appointment, there is no intention of removing you from it, and you need not 
proceed to England with your regiment, having tlie Commander of the Forces’ 
sanction to your remaining as a Brigade Major in this country. 

The A.Cf. io Major Gen. R. Cranfurdy Light division, 7th Oct 1811. 

1 am honored with your letter of yesterday’s date and enclosures herewith re- 
turned, which have been laid before the Commander of the Forces ; and his Excel- 
lency is pleased to concur in Capt. , of the — regt., being released from his 

arrest, trusting the impressive lesson which he has received will prevent a similar 
disobedience of orders on his part in future. I am especially directed to inform 

you that every part of your letter to Lieut. Col. meets the fullest approbation 

and concurrence of the Commander of the Forces. 

The A.G. to officers commanding at all the hospital stations. 7th Get. 1811, 

It having been represented that the town of , and the avenues, and 

streets, and unoccupied houses are in a most filthy state, enough to engender dis- 
ease, I have to call your serious attention to this subject, and to refer you to the 
G. 0., in which you will see it strongly laid down that all cantonments occupied 
by the troops are to he kept in the cleanest possible state. There can be no ob- 
jection, under the sanction of the staff* surgeon, to ereplpy the convalescents in 
keeping the town, &c., in a decent state; and you will not only enforce this at 

, but in all the other villages where convalescents from hospital may be 

sent. You will not fail to visit them occasionally yourself, and be certain the 
officers do their duty under you. I trust tbe regularity of the parading of the 
convalescents, &c., and their cleanliness, as well as that of the sick, are attended 
to, agreeably to the standing regulations of the hospitals, and that the hospitals 
are in the best order. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Freueda, 8th Oct 1811. 

I have had some conversation with the Q. M. G. regarding the mode 
in which the barracks occupied by the 5th dragoon guards were recently 
given over to the Portuguese barrack department, and your orders to 
Capt, Mackenzie, to which I wish to draw your attention. 
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There is ISO douht that it is absolutely necessary that a Staff officer 
should attend u|K)n every occasion in which a regimental officer is to hold 
official intercourse with any of the departments of the Portuguese army, 
particularly if the regiment should recently have arrived in this country. 
I am sorry to say that our officers are too much disposed to treat with con- 
tempt all foreigners; and I have seldom met with a Portuguese from 
whose story the truth can be discovered, if he should have reason to com- 
plain, It is very proper, therefore, that an officer of the Q. M. G.’s depart- 
ment should superintend the delivery of barracks to the regimental officer 
who receives them, and their restoration to the Portuguese department oi 
which restoration he should give notice to the Portuguese department, as 
he is the person who conveys to the regiment their orders to march, and 
to quit the barracks which they have occupied. So far is necessary. 

But your order, by letter of the 31st Oct, goes to a weekly inspection 
of the barracks in Lisbon and Belem, ilnder the inspection of the officer 
of the Q. M. G.^s department. It is quite impo^ihle that he should really 
execute tliis duty, and the others required from him ; and if the weekly 
inspection is necessary, it is" necessary that it should be made without his 
superintendence, and exposed to all the evils of an intercourse between a 
Portuguese department and a regimental officer. Without such superin- 
tendence. 

I conceive, therefore, that it will he better that this weekly inspection 
should not be made, and that the matter should’ he left as it now is; viz., 
that the officer of the Q. M. G.’s department should superintend the delivery 
and the restoration of the barracks alone. 

The A,G. to Major Gen. H. Campbell, brigade of Guardt, 8th Oct. IBll. 

In reply to your letter of the 6th, orders have been sent long since, so soon in- 
deed as the army was settled, for the recovered men from Celorico to join their 
battalions: this is never omitted the moment it is practicable to carry it into 
effect, but in tbe late operations it was impossible to know to wiiat point to order 
recovered men for the purpose of joining their battalions. The Commandant 
is quite correct in stating that he cannot permit men to go from the hospital sta- 
tion without an order from head quarters, it being in his instructions. Capt. Bar- 
row shall be ordered to join, if he has not done so, with the recovered men, I 
will communicate the pleasure of the Commander of the Forces to the military 
Commandant at Celorico relative to the convalescents of your brigade whom you 
require to ha^e in the villages occupied by you. The accumulatioii of sick at 
Celorico these last 10 days is easily accounted for, as all the divisions sent back 
to that place their sick upon their march, which, contrary to repeated orders, they 
are stiii in the liabit of retaining with the divisions uiitil the last moment. 1 en- 
close a return of your sick at the several hospitals- 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Freneda^ 9tli Oct. 1813, 

I also thought, at one time, that horses were come out for the 2d 
hussars ; hut if you have no official report of it, it canT be true. 

I agree with you that tbe 12th ought not to lose any more horses; and 
I leave it to you to give such orders as you may think proper about turn- 
ing some of their horses to grass. 

I don’t think the 9th dragoons ought to have more than 40 dismounted 
men altogether. It appears by your return that they have already 20 
men dismounted, and they might give 20 more horses to the 2d hussars. 
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I shall accordmgly desire Murray to order 20 men with their appoint- 
ments of the 2d hussars to come up to Abrantes, and I think it would be 
well to order as many more without their appointments, as would mount 
the eifective horses of the regiment. Wlien the sick shall recover, they 
might either go to the depot at Belem, to wait for horses from Englana, 
or they might return to their horses, and the men to he now ordered from 
the depdt might return to Lisbon. Let me know how many men would he 
required from Belem according to this scheme, and Murray shall send 
the route. 

How do the 13th stand in respect to men and horses ? Could they give 
any to the 2d hussars? The 2d hussars have left PedrogOLo, and have re- 
turned to the Alentejo, It is necessary to keep Major Gen. Long’s divi- 
sion in strength just at present. 

I was yesterday at Celorico, where, among other irregularities, I saw 
that the soldiers of the cavalry carry to the hospital their corn sacks, 
which are filled with baggage on their return. I had one of these sacks, 
belonging to a man of the 16th dragoons, examined, and found that it 
contained his hags, 3 blankets, a jacket, &c., havresack, accoutrements, 
pots, pans, See, Sec, 

It is very reasonable that the soldiers of the cavalry should have means 
given them of carrying to their regiment from hospital their bags, and 
probably their cloaks : but their accoutrements and clothes they might 
carry themselves on the march, as well as one blanket; and at all events 
the corn sack, one should think, ought to remain with the horse. Will 
you check this practice? The consequence of it is increased difficulty in 
procuring conveyance to carry those articles which ought to he carried, 
viz., the men’s bags and cloaks. 

I beg you to write to Sir W, Erskine about drafting the horses from 
the 9th, when the men of the 2d hussars shall arrive at Ahrantes, respect- 
ing which Murray will apprise you. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 9tb Oct. 1811, 

I received last night your letter of the 1st, and I now enclose my dis- 
patch of this day. I have no other news for you excepting a general 
report among the French, that Buonaparte left Paris to take the command 
of his army in Germany, on the 12th Sept. This report receives some 
confirmation from a letter which I received by the last mail, from the 
Duke of Brunswick, dated the 10th Sept. ; in which he tells me that that 

G, O. Freneda, Stb Oct. 1811 . 

1. Surgeons of regiments will send a daily state to the Inspector of Hospitals, at head, 
quarters, of the sick of the respective regiments, specifying disorders. 

2. This state to be accompanied by a report stating what men were about to he sent off 
(o the general hospital, specifying to which of the hospitals. 

3. In the present situation of the regiments in the 1st division, they are to keep their 
sick with their regiments, and the convalescents belonging to the regiments in the 1st divi- 
sion will be ordered to their regiments. 

4. It is necessary to regulate the mode of getting supplies of provisions due from the 
Commissariat, either for the hospital, or for the convalescents no longer in hospital, or for sick 
or convalescents about to be removed. The return of the quantity of provisions and sup- 
plies of any kind required from a Commissary, should invariably be made on the day pre- 
ceding that on which they are required, in order that the Commissary may liave time to kill 
the meat and make the other preparations for the delivery at an early hoar. 
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event was expected, and be wished that his regiment might be sent to 
England, in order to go to Germany. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Frenetla, 9th Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th inst. and its 
enclosures, containing a correspondence which you have had with Major 
Gen. Peacocke and with the Sec. of the Portuguese 'government, regarding 
the arrest and imprisonment of Mr. Borel, the cashier of the Paymaster 
Gen. at Lisbon. 

From this correspondence it appears that Mr. Borel has been arrested 
and imprisoned without cause assigned, without notice to any British 
authority , contrary to the stipulations of treaty, and to the principles of the 
alliance, and even to the common forms of civility, in consequence of 
orders from the Prince Regent in Brazil that certain persons of that name 
should be arrested. I request that you will inform the Portuguese govern- 
ment that if they don’t either give some better reason or more satisfactory 
explanation than that already given for the arrest and imprisonnaent of 
this person, I shall consider it my duty to order all persons attached to 
the British army to place themselves in security till the orders of the 
Prince Regent of Great Britain and Ireland can be received. 

I am perfectly aware of the consequence of the measure which I shall 
adopt upon this occasion ; of the want of confidence and terror which it 
will create at Lisbon, throughout Portugal, and even throughout the 
Peninsula. But if those under whose immediate directions this violation 
of all the decent forms of civility has been committed don’t think it 
necessary to advert to these consequences, there is no reason why I should ; 
and I shall certainly endeavor to prevent these sudden and arbitrary arrests 
of persons confidentially employed by the departments of the British army 
without cause assigned ; and shall make known to the public my reasons 
for the adoption of these measures of precaution and security. 

I beg to be understood as not giving any opinion on the cause of the 
arrest of Mr. Borel. This gentleman, equally with others in the British 
service who have been arrested and imprisoned, either by the Portuguese 
government with notice to me, or by me in consequence of the desire of 
the Portuguese government, may have been guilty of crimes which deserve 
punishment; but I complain of the insult, of the mode in which this 
measure has been carried into execution, to which, as the commanding 
officer of His Majesty’s troops, I will not submit. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Freoeda, 9th Oct, 1811. 

The army of the north have cantoned along the Duero, having some 
troops at Benavente, and some at Yalladolid : they have likewise one divi- 
sion, that of Gen. Souham, at Alba de Tormes, and a stronger garrison than 
usual at Salamanca. 

The division at Alba is probably destined to preserve the communication 
with the * Portugal^^ which have taken up their cantonments 

again about PI asencia. 

Soult arrived at Seville about tbe 18th of last month, and some pre- 
parations were making there, apparently for a movement into Estrema- 
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dmra, by tiie troops wMcIi he brought back with Mbi froni Grail ada. I 
conclude that his return to Seville and these preparations were occasioned 
by the notion which was generally entertained by the French officers, that 
i I had drawn Lieut, Gen. Hill’s corps out of Alentejo for the purpose of 

i aiding in our design upon Ciudad Eodrigo. 

It is probable, therefore, that the movement will not he made, unless it 
’ should be necessary with a view to protect the march of a convoy for 

Badajoz, as soon as it shall he found that Lieut. Gen. Hill was still in 
Alentejg), and that the convoy had been introduced into Ciudad Rodrigo. 
I have also beard this day that Gen. Ballesteros had defeated on the 25th 
Sept, near San Roque, a French division of 3000 men which had been 
sent against him, which renders it more probable that there will be no 
reinforcements to the troops in Estremadura. 

The position of our troops for the last two months has undoubtedly 
deranged all the enemy’s plans for the campaign, and they have been able 
to effect nothing, excepting to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, notwithstanding 
that they have received very large reinforcements. I don’t think it pro- 
bable that at present they will undertake anything of importance, except- 
ing to endeavor to force Ballesteros to embark, which he can always effect, 
having a secure retreat upon Gibraltar. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 9th Get. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter from Brig. Gen. Trant, 
containing the copy of one which he has received from H. R. H. the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, stating that His Royal Highness has been pleased to 
; confer upon him the order of the Tower and Sword, in the degree of 

! Commander. 

j I beg that your Lordship will lay these letters before H. R. H. the Prince 

! Regent, and that you will request the permission of His Royal H. ighn ess for 

; Brig. Gen. Trant to accept the honor conferred upon him by H. R. H. the 

Prince Regent of Portugal. 

I To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 9th Oct. 1811. 

I I enclose the last morning state; You’ll see that our sick don’t de- 

crease yet; but, excepting the inconvenience of having the men sick 
I instead of well, it is not of much importance : very few die, and those 

are generally old Walcheren patients; and I believe the sickness is occa- 
sioned entirely by the irregularity of the young troops on their march to 
join the army. By eating the unripe fruit they acquire complaints in 
their stomach and bowels, and then get a slight intermittent fever, from 
which they recover almost immediately. 

I have not entered upon my future plan of operations, because, as long 
as the enemy remain in their present situation, it is impossible for me to 
do any thing, excepting to keep them in a state of inactivity. Indeed our 
army is so sickly, that lean scarcely venture to wish that an opportunity 
should offer of doing any thing. 

The J.G. to CapL f — reffLy Cebrico. 9thi Oct. 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces is so much dissatisfied at the state of the hospital 
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station at Celorico that an officer has been appointed to relieve you in charge of 
it On his arrival you will deliver over to him all correspondence, details, and 
instructions in your possession, and you will proceed to join your regiment. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill. Freneda, lOth Oct 1811. 

I have received yotir letter of the 8th. 

It is difficult to give credit to the accounts which we receive from 
Gen. Castafios of the operations of the enemy’s southern armies, as I 
helieve he has very little, if any, intelligence on which he can rely; and 
I know that the desire to involve us in operations in Estremadura, with a 
view to cover a certain extent of country, in order to draw provisions 
from it, gains credit for intelligence very little deserving of any, which is 
afterwards communicated to us as true. 

It is not easy to believe that Soult is coming with any force into Estre- 
madura, now that the object which would have brought him there is gone 
by, and that one of his detachments has met with a serious check by 
Ballesteros, near San Roque, on the 25th of last month. It may he true, 
however, as we know that Buonaparte has ordered that a garrison of 6000 
men should be placed in Badajoz, and it is probable that Soult may find the 
presence of a large body of troops to be necessary, in order to throw into 
the place the supplies which it will require for that number of troops. 

There is likewise another and a larger view of the state of afifairs in tlie 
Peninsula, in which Soult’s presence, and that of a large force in Estre- 
madura, would be expedient The enemy’s plan for the campaign has 
certainly been interrupted, and possibly prevented by our recent opera- 
tions, and it is not unlikely that they may he desirous of resuming part 
of it, viz., that part wdiich had for its object the conquest of Galicia. 

In my opinion the army of the north could not venture to invade Ga- 
licia, leaving Castille and the ‘ Armee de Portugal ’ at our mercy, as there 
is no doubt that this army is much stronger than either the army of the 
north or the ^ Annie de Portugal^ and the consequences of such a measure 
might be fatal to the whole French system. The only mode in which the 
invasion of Galicia can be resumed with safety, is for Soult to bring a large 
army into Estremadura, and either alarm us for the safety of the frontier 
of Alentejo, or to be in a situation to join the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ in 
case we should attack them. The former is the plan which the enemy 
would most probably adopt. Or the enemy may have another plan ; they 
may intend to employ the ^ Armee de PortugaV in the execution of that 
part of their plan for the campaign which had the attack of Valencia ih 
view ; in which case also they would assemble a large corps in Istrema- 
dura, and Soult would come there himself, I have taken this view of the 
enemy’s intentions, in order to render my intention more clear to you f 
and! shall add to it the certainty I feel that there exists at present no 

G. O. FrencaaviOtbOcivlsm. 

I, The Commander of the Forces has great satisfaction in publishing to the army the 
foliowing extract of a letter, with which H. R. H, the Prince Regent of Portugal has honored 
him, expressing His Royal Highness’ approbation of the conduct of th% troops during the 
late operation in PortugM : 

‘ I desire you to make known to the ajrmy how highly I appreciate their merits and. j^r- 
fices, as having, under your command, accomplish"^ that happy result with which Divine 
Providence has crowned with glory the arms of the allied nations.* 
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serious intention of making an attack upon any of the Portuguese posses- 
sions, excepting probably the post at Ouguela, or that at Campo Maior. 

If your corps and this army could both be so strong in cavalry as that 
both could venture into the plains, there would be no difficulty in our 
concerns. Unfortunately neither of us is so strong as we ought to be, 
and 1 can therefore venture upon the little offensive which I can under- 
take only in one quarter. If you had cavalry, you certainly have infantry 
in sufficient numbers to beat the 5th corps out of Estremadura ; but your 
cavalry is not sufficiently strong. I think, however, that you are strong 
enough to prevent the 5th corps from doing any thing, even though Soult 
should add to it another division. 

In attempting this, however, you must proceed with great caution, and 
endeavor to have the best intelligence of the force Soult brings with him. 
I recommend to you to canton your troops, as soon as you find that the 
enemy are serious in their advance upon Badajoz, nearly on the ground 
which we occupied with the army in the end of June and beginning of 
July, having one Portuguese and one British brigade, and a brigade of 
Portuguese artillery, and some Portuguese cavalry, cantoned in Campo 
Maior, but ready to take post on the heights behind at a short notice, and 
the others at Olay a, Quinta del Obispo, &c. &c. 

If you should find that Soult collects in too great force for you, you 
will retire upon Portalegre, and thence, if you should find it necessary, 
upon Gaviao and Abrantes, sending down our bridge from Villa Velba. 
It appears to me, however, to be scarcely possible for Soult to bring such 
a force as to be able to attack you at Campo Maior, or to cut off your 
communication at the same time, both with El vas and Portalegre; and 
unless he can do that, you have always a secure retreat, and he must give 
up his plan, or fall between your corps and the army. 

If Soult should bring a large army into Estremadura, with a view to 
enable the ^Armiede PortugaV to co-operate in the invasion of Valencia, 

1 shall reinforce your corps with some infantry, and nearly all the cavalry, 
and I think we shall soon have back again the * Armee de PortugaV If 
he should come only to throw provisions into Badajoz, I am afraid that 
we cannot prevent it, under existing circumstances. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 10th Oct. 1811. 

Having transmitted to Lieut. Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole your letter of the 
9th ult., containing the complaint of an outrage committed at Leiria, by 

2 soldiers of the — regt, with directions to bring these culprits to trial 
when they should join their corps, I have the honor to forward to you, to 
be laid before the Portuguese government, the accompanying letter and 
its enclosure, which I have received from the Lieutenant General, by 
which it appears that the 2 soldiers have been convicted and punished for 
the crime they have committed. 

To His Excellency C, Stuart. Freneda, 10th Oct. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 6th. 

I think you had better entirely confine your efforts to the measures re- 
commended in my letters of the 26th March, and of the 8th April. The 
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commissariat and military cb being now in band, should be carried 
through; and then we can take up the arsenal and medical establishment. 

I have written to you officially regarding Mr. Borel, and I have written 
to the government to desire to see the Prince’s orders on this subject. 

Whenever we get a sum of money from Cadiz or from England, I 
always desire that a proportion of it may be given to you ; and I have 
besides ordered at times that paper money should be given to you. You 
are the best judge at what period to pay these sums to the Portuguese 
government, Wt I would advise you not to pay any more till the military 
chest be established ; and not to pay into the military chest in any one 
month more than £100,000, whatever may be the sum in your hands. 

I have omitted telling you that I have recommended to the Portuguese 
government to pay the interest on theix paper money from the 1st July 
last, and to call in that now in circulation ; and to issue paper of the same 
numbers and for the same sums as those now in circulation, of a better 
description and not so likely to he forged. These two measures together 
will raise the value of the Portuguese paper so high, as nearly to over- 
come all our financial difficulties in this country. It will not cost above 
£100,000 every 6 months to pay the interest, and the rise in the value of 
the paper, and the consequent saving in the price of every article pur- 
chased for the army, will more than cover the expense. But I much fear 
that the government will not adopt the measure. 

The AM. to CoL 10th Oct. 1811. 

I have not failed to lay your memorial, dated the 6th inst., before his Excel- 
lency the Commander of the Forces, and I am directed to acquaint you in reply, 
that from the General officers who liave returned to England, and from the want 
of more in this army, his Excellency has been induced to give those Colonels, in 
command of brigades, staff allowances for the expenses of their situation. The 
Commander of tlie Forces does not conceive your position to be the same as 
that of an officer in charge of a brigade, and desires me to call to your recollection 
both the cases of Col. Murray and Col. Pakenhara, w’ho had junior officers to 
themselves, with staff allowances, placed in the command of brigades. Under 
these circumstances it is not in his Excellency’s contemplation to place you, as 
Colonel, on the staff of this army. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freiieda, 11th Oct. 1811. 

I enclose a letter from Mr. Kennedy, containing various papers from 
Mr. Pratt, Mr. Drake, and Mr. Berard, in answer to complaints of these 
gentlemen by the Portuguese government and commissariat forwarded to 
me by you on the 12th Sept. 

The perusal of these papers will show you the degree of confusion 
which prevails in the transport department of the army, and the uncer- 
tainty in all our operations which must result from it, and the corruption 
of the Portuguese commissariat; and the tyranny and oppression under 
which the people labor. 

Unless 1 determine at once to move the army down to Lisbon, and thus 
put a stop to our demands for means of transport, it is impossible that 
any orders I can give can apply a remedy to these evils. It must be very 
evident to any person who reads these papers with attention, that the 
British Commissaries are not in fault ; indeed, Mr. Pratt has no troops at 
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Iiis command to carry on the war against his adversary the Portuguese 
Commissary at Escaroupim ; and the alleged seizure of boats by that 
gentleman was nothing more than the employment of a certain number 
of boats, already in the service of the British government, to perform a 
particular service, viz., to remove sick and wounded men to Lisbon. 
Nothing but the desire to complain could have occasioned any complamr 
against Mr. Drake or Mr. Berard. 

I have already repeatedly pointed out the only remedy to all these evils. 
It is for the government to enforce their own regulations, by adequate 
punishment of the magistrate who refuses or neglects to issue his warrant 
or order to the owner of a boat or cart, at a particular time and place for 
the service of the army; and by adequate punishment of the owner of a 
boat or cart, who shall refuse to attend and to continue to attend so long 
as his services shall be required. 

This is the law and practice in Great Britain and in all parts of the 
world ; it is the practice in those parts of Spain occupied by the enemy, 
and the consequence is that although they don't pay, they never want 
means of transport of all kinds; and until the Portuguese government 
shall abandon their view of false popularity^ and shall protect the people 
over whom they are placed from the horrible tyranny and oppression 
under which they are laboring, by enforcing their own regulations by 
adequate punishments, the system of embargo^ with all its evil conse- 
quences, including these corruptions, disputes, &c. &c., must be continued, 
or the army must go down to Lisbon. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, lltli Oct. 1811. 

Having caused inquiries to be made regarding the state of the people 
on the Coa, with a view to the distribution of the money which you in- 
formed me in your letter of the 27th Sept, last that the committee intended 
to intrust to me to be distributed, some measures have occurred to me 
which it would be expedient that the Portuguese government should adopt 
with a view to the relief of these unfortunate people. 

1st; It is very desirable that the utmost encouragement should be 
given to the transit of provisions as well from Spain into Portugal as 
from one part of Portugal into another ; and that duties on all kinds of 
goods passing in or unto Upper or Lower Beira should be excused. The 
government will lose but little revenue by this measure, as the army 
being exactly on the frontier, it is impossible that it can be collected ; 
but the existence of the revenue regulations gives an excuse for a system 
of oppression on the part of the Portuguese revenue officers which must 
prevent Spanish dealers from bringing provisions to the Portuguese 
markets. 

2dlj; It is desirable that all duties sbould be excused on the sale of 
goods in the fairs and markets of Upper and Lower Beira. 

3dly; It is desirable that the prices of provisions, and indeed of all 
other goods, in all the towns and villages of those provinces should be 
left free, and find their own. level. 

By these measures we may hope that the people will have something 
that they can buy wftli the money that will be given to them. 
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From what I tear, I am much afraid that the distribution of money to 
the Bishops has not been and will not be of much service. The Biiiops 
and great convents in Portugal and Spain have always been in the habit 
of distributing provisions daily to the poor; and the consequence of this 
system is the establishment in the neighbourhood of their palaces and 
convents of a number of idle people of both sexes, who perform no labor, 
and'live upon what they thus receive and can procure by begging from 
strangers, I understand the Bishops have added the sums sent to them 
respectively by the committee to what they already expended in this 
manner, by which proceeding the relief it affords is hut partial. That 
which would be desirable is, if possible, to aid laborious exertions to 
procure a subsistence, by small advances of money ; and I propose to keep 
this principle in view in the distribution of the money intrusted to me, 
by which not only it will subsist those to whom it will be given for a 
longer period, but it may be hoped that the people will resume their 
habits of industry, and that they will soon again he able to provide for 
their own subsistence. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill, Fretieda, liJtb Oct. 1811. 

I hope you do me the justice to believe that if I had the slightest notion 
of the circumstances under which the sick of the 2d division had been 
detained with their regiments, or that you had had any thing to say to that 
measure, I should not have noticed it in the manner I did in the orders 
of the 5th inst. 

The ignorance of their duty of the officers of the army who are every 
day arriving in this country, and the general inattention and disobedience 
to orders by many of those who have been long here, increase the details 
of the duty to such an extent as to render it almost impracticable to carry 
it on ; and owing to this disobedience and neglect, I can depend upon 
nothing, however well regulated and ordered. I have lately, therefore, 
endeavored to correct this inattention by pointing out to officers in G. O, 
its consequences ; and you will observe that the G. O. of the 5th, to which 
you refer, does no more than advert to these consequences. I adopt this 
measure very much because I am convinced that the disobedience of 
which I complain is not wilful, but is the consequence of inattention, 
and the had military habits which our officers acquire when they enter 
the service, 

G. O. Freneda, iSth Ocf. 1811 . , 

3. The Commander of the Forces begs to call the attention of the Commanding ojffiwrs 
of regiments to the annexed return of ball cartridges found among the heai?y baggage of 
regiments recently transmitted to the stores in Great Britain. 

• * # . # * * ■ ■ 

4. The Commatiding officers of regiments are invariably directed to send to the Ord- 

nance department all ammunition beyond 60 rounds per man, in their possession^ on their 
arrival in this country ; and by the G. O. of the 12th Jan. 1810, No. 4, they were directed 
to send to the Oi'dnance de|«rtment the ammunition belonging to soldiers sent to the hospital. 
The Commander of the Forces cannot conceive how ammunition could be found among 
the regimental baggage, if attention had been paid to the orders; and he has again to 
lament the continued inconvenience which is the consequence of* inattention to what is 
ordered. , , , ^ ' ■ 

5. It is desirable that the Commanding officers of regiments which have accoutremenis 
in the regimental stores at Lisbon, should leave these accoiitrements at the disposal of the 
officers of those regiments stationed at Lisbon. 
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In this part of the army, even under my own eye, the same thing is 
occufring daily, and is attended by the most disastrous consequences. 
Although we had recently been in expectation for a fortnight of the 
necessity for moving the troops, the sick were left with the regiments, 
contrary to repeated orders ; and they were at last sent to the general 
hospital at Gelorico, at the same moment, to the amount of about 2000 : 
the consequence was that the people at the hospital were not prepared to 
receive so many at a time; and it happened to be bad weather, and above 
50 died in one week, and the others were in a very uncomfortable state : 
to this add, that by keeping the fever cases, as they do, till the fever 
approaches to, or is in, or has passed, the crisis, the danger of death is 
increased by removal ; whereas by removal in an early stage of the dis- 
order, the patient is generally improved. However, all this never occurs 
to these gentlemen, who think of nothing but their regimental conveni- 
ence ; and yet if they witness any of the inconveniences which uniformly 
result from their own or the disobedience of their brother officers, they 
are not the last to cry out ; as for instance, my friend of the dra- 
goons, in the case of Gapt,—. 

However, you may depend upon it that I had not any the most remote 
intention to advert to you ; and if it will be any satisfaction to you, or 
you wish it on any account, that this should be explained in G. O., I have 
no objection to doing so. 

Tt) Tice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 13th Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 8th inst., and I 
think it would be desirable to make use of the to carry to 

England the 29th, 85th, and 97th regts., with the addition of such trans- 
port tonnage unemployed as may he necessary for the accommodation of 
these regiments. 

I purpose to write to the Sec. of State by the next mail, to suggest the 
expediency of sending hack the troop ships to the Tagus. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 13th Get 1811. 

In answer to your letter of the 9th, I can only assure you that I wrote 
to the government upon the wants of Gen. Pack’s brigade, in consequence 
of his complaints to the Q. M. G., and being determined to bring officially 
under their view every deficiency of this description v/hich occurs. 

I am inclined to think that the continuance in circulation of the Portu- 
guese paper, if it should rise in value, will be a convenience ; and I could 
not now advise that the debt should be funded, but rather that the interest 
promised should be paid upon the circulating paper, and that the quantity 
in circulation should not be increased. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 13tb Oct, 1811. 

I am afraid that you did not understand my letter respecting the Mar- 
quez de Ponte de Lima, and the Marquez de Valenqa, as I intended you 
should. I intended that you should apply for an answer to the application 
of these two noblemen to be allowed to return to Portugal; and I men- 
tioned at the same time the application of Pamplona’s aide de camp to 
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Gordon, whicli 1 did not intend sBouM be forwarded to the goverinueiil, 
but as a matter of information to yourself. 

As the government, however, have answered the applications of the 
Marquez de Valem^'a and of the Marquez de Ponte de Lima, with that of 
Pamplona’s aide de camp, it might happen that the latter might be hanged 
by the French if I were to send the copy of the note, which I should wish 
to be able to do to the former. If Valen<ja and Ponte de Lima should not 
like the answer, which it is probable they would not, they might possibly 
inform against Pamplona^s aide de camp, and there is no reason why they 
should be made acquainted with his secret. 

There appears to me to be a clear distinction between the case of Ponte 
de Lima and Valen<j*a, and that of Pamplona’s aide de camp. - 

1st; Those noblemen were forced to go to France; whereas the aide de 
camp went voluntarily, I believe, since the restoration. 

2dly ; Those noblemen have never served in any military capacity, and I 
believe were never in the service. The aide de camp has served in Por- 
tugal, and against his country. 

I wish, therefore, that the answer of the government should be confined 
to the cases of the Marquez de Valen^a and the Marquez de Ponte de 
Lima. In regard to the aide de camp, I propose, if possible, to make a 
spy of him, under a promise that, if he gives good intelligence, I will, at 
some time or other, endeavor to obtain for him a pardon. 

The A.G. to Major Gen. 13th Oct 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces has directed me to express Ms extreme surprise 
and his regret that after the repeated orders that have been issued to the army, 
any brigade should omit to send in their returns, agreeably to the frequent directions 
tiiey have received on this head, especially a brigade under a General officer so 
long in the country as yourself, and certainly so well acquainted with the rules of 
the service. The enclosed letter will put you in possession of the omission there 
has been in sending the states of the — dragoons and — light dragoons. 1 am 

sorry to say it is not the first instance that has occurred of Brigade Major ’s 

neglect : if that officer is ill and unable to perform his duties, you •will be pleased 
to report accordingly ; hut I am especially to inform you, that if the smallest 
delay occurs in the performance of this necessary part of duty in future, the Com- 
mander of the Forces wull remove Brigade Major from his situation, as unfit 

for the performance of what is required of him. I am especially to remark the 
monthly return of the — light dragoons only arrived this morning, and the weekly 
state of the army of the 1st could not be made up until the 11th, for want of the 
states of the 1st from your brigade. 


To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 11th Oct. 1811, lOJ p.m, 

I have just received your letter of the 13th. I think, upon the whole, 
that you had better not move Col. Byng’s brigade from Niza, unless you 
should have a reason for doing so, which you did not know when you 
wrote to me on the 13th. 

My opinion is, that Marmont has only gone in search of provisions, and 
not to attack Valencia. However, we shall see in a few days, and I shall 
determine how to annoy and derange their projects again. 

The A. G. to Major Gen. Akx. Campbell^ Qth division^ 14th Oct. 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces having determined that Capt — — of tlie —- 
regt. is unfit for the situation of Commandant at Celorico, I have his Excellency 's 
von. V* t 
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directions to desire that a very active, and intelligent and capabk officer of the 
same rank may be selected by you from your division, to proceed lortnwitli to the 
above station, and relieve Capt - — - in the duties thereon It is neeffiess, I am 
sure, to express how very desirable it is to the army at large that the selection 
should be a proper and an advantageous one for the important duti^ of the hospital 
station. You will be pleased to report to me the name of the officer. He rnay 
proceed forthwith to Celorico, where he will receive further orders, communicating 
his arrival to Capt. — 

The A.0* to Ma^fyr Cimiiiere^ ccmfmndanty Castanhetra, 14th Oct. 1811. • 

I am to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, and you will 
be pleased to convey to Lieut. Berkeley, 43d regt., the Commander of the r orces 
approbation of the active exertions he has used in his situation since he has had 
charge of the dep6t of sick at Castanheira. Had his Excellency the intention of 
permitting subalterns to remain as permanent Commandants at the stations, Lieut. 
Berkeley certainly would not have been removed; but on many acwunts it is 
desirable the Military Commandant should not be under the rank of Captain. I 
trust Lieut. Berkeley will feel sufficient reward for his exertions m the above 
decisive testimony of his Excellency’s approbation. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Freneda, 15th Oct. 181 1. 

I have received your letter of the 11th. 

I am astonished that, since the British engineers have been employed 
between the Tagus and the sea, the government should have employed any 
officer to make a plan without reference to me ; and I wish that neither 
plan nor memoir had been sent home to Lord Wellesley. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will inform Dorn M. Forjaz 
of these my sentiments, and that I object to the recommendation of Senhor 
to the Prince Kegent, for a work in which he had no share whatever. 

To Lieut. Gen, Sir S. Cotton, Bart, Freneda, 15th Oct. 1811, 9 a.m. 

I have been turning over in my mind what you stated in a late letter about 
the horses for the officers of the cavalry ; and I am very much afraid that 
if we don’t take measures to insure to government the price that they 
have paid for the horses which they have sent, the officers of the cavalry 
will not have the advantage of getting horses in this manner in future. 

The horses cost government £50 each; and I have put the price of 
£60 upon each, in order to defray the expense of loss by deaths, &c. It 
is reasonable to suppose that some of the horses are worth more than £60, 


G. O. Freneda, 14th Oct. 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces pardons , upon the recommendation of the General 

Court Martial. He likewise pardons , because that soldier told the truth to the 

General Court Martial, and thereby saved his comrades, who were, by mistake, charged with 
the offence of which he has been convicted. 

5. The Commander of the Forces is concerned, however, to observe the commencement 
of the practice of robbing houses. The soldiers must be aware that the unfortunate inha- 
bitants of this country, having been twice pillaged by the enemy, have but few of the con- 
veniences, or even the necessaries of life j and the Commander of the Forces had hoped 
that the British soldiers would have endeavored to alleviate rather than aggravate their 
sufferings. 

6. Although the circumstances which have appeared and have occurred at the trial, have 
induced the Court MartiaL to recommend one of the soldiers convicted, and the Com- 
mander of the Forces to pardon both, he desires it may be clearly understood that he will 
spare no pains to discover and bring to trial those who may injure the inhabitants of the 
country, and that whatever punishment the Court Martial may sentence shall in every case 
he inflicted . 
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and others may be worth less, but they would all run the chance of getting 
the good ; and even the bad, probably (as they are bought by tlie best 
judge in England), would not be worthless than £50. 

If they were all taken at £60 each, I think the government would have 
no reason to complain; but if some are taken, and others are to remain 
upon my hands, I think it but fair that the government should have the 
advantage of a larger price for the better horses, as it will incur the risk 
of receiving a smaller, in a sale by auction, for those not so good. If, 
therefore, the officers of the cavalry will not take the horses, after all the 
pains which it has cost me to get them for them, I shall request you to get 
Lieut. Col. Elley, and two other good judges, to fix a price upon the seve- 
ral horses which will come up ; and the officers who choose to take them 
may have them at the price fixed. Those they don’t choose to take shall 
be sold by public auction; and, in the mean time, till the period of the 
auction shall he fixed, I shall he obliged to you if you will have the hors^ 
taken care of. 

I shall request Gen. Graham to show his horses to Lieut. Col. Elley, 
and the officers you will appoint to fix the price of these horses, and they 
shall likewise fix the price which he is to pay for those which he received. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Freijeda, 16tb Oct. 181 1, p.ai. 

I am glad that the plan which I proposed for the horses will answer. In 
fact, Gen. Graham chose only out of the first lot of horses, and not out of 
the whole ; but it is fair that, having had the choice, he should pay ; and 
the price shall he fixed by Col. Elley, &c., who will, of course, do justice 
between the public and individuals. The payment for the horses shall be 
made easy to them, 

I was convinced that there was a mistake in Mr. Macleod’s return of 
your forage. You should not allow your aide de camp to draw for the 
commissariat mules attached to the cavalry staff ; or if you do, they should 
be separately mentioned, and not called yours. The orderlies appear to 
be separately accounted for. 

I enclose you the Commissary Gen.’s note respecting the 4th dragoon 
guards. I hope they have not 10 days’ supply of rye bread, or 40 days’ 
of bad meat. 

P.S. I see Tweeddale’s hounds are just arrived. I hope you will come 
over and take a hunt some day or other, or we will draw your way when 
you like it. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart Freneda, 16th Oct. 1811, noon. 

I am concerned to hear that the 4th dragoon guards don’t get better, 
and particularly that their continued sickness should be attributed to that 
extraordinary circumstance in this army, ‘ bad food.’ However, that is 
very easily remedied ; and I have spoken to Mr. Kennedy this morning 
both about that and their want of corn, and of salt. CoL Sherlock applied 
to keep the Commissary they have. The Commanding officer should 
apply for money if he wants it. The regiments which have long been 
with the army are much in a^rrear, and those which arrive are generally in 
advance ; but I never refuse to advance to the latter whatever sums they 
' ■ , , Y 2 
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may require on the estimates, for moutlis to which the rest of the army 
have not been paid. This is a case that has occurred frequently. 

I have no objection to the quarters of the 4th dragoon guards being 
changed ; but I iMnk they are in as healthy a situation as any in the 

country. 

To Lieut. Gea. Hill. Freneda, 16tb Oct. 1811, 2 p.m. 

I received this morning your letter of the 14th, and I have since seen 
the papers transmitted by Col. Offeney. I have no doubt but that the 
object of the French is to throw a convoy into Badajoz, which we cannot 
prevent under present circumstances. 

Girard commands only one division of the 5th corps; and we may 
depend upon it that if there were more than one division on this side of 
the Guadiana, besides cavalry, Drouet, who commands the corps, would 
have been with it. 

You have done right to order up the troops from Niza. 

To Vice Adra. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 16tb Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th. 

I am very desirous that the sick should not be removed from Coimbra, 
excepting those belonging to the 29tb, 85th, and 97tb regts., and such 
men as it may be necessary from time to time to send to England, as I 
find that it is almost impracticable to get up to the army from Lisbon a 
soldier who has recovered from sickness. 

I write this day to request the Sec. of State will order the troop ships 
of war to the Tagus, and will send out 12 coppered transports, drawing 
9 or 10 feet water. 

To tne Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 16th Oct. 1811, 

I enclose my dispatch of this date. I have no other news for you, ex- 
cepting that Dr. Curtis, the Rector of the Irish College of Salamanca, 
and the Provider of the Bishopric, both connected with my correspondents 
there, have been arrested by the French. 

We hear that there is hell to pay at Cadiz ; but 1 don’t understand 
about what 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. * Freneda, 16th Oct 1811. 

I am obliged to trouble you again upon the old subject of General 
officers. I was obliged to give Gen. Dunlop leave to go home, and I 
4oubthis coming out again ; and he is really a loss. Gen. Sontag is so 
ill as to he obliged to go away, and I imagine will never again he fit for 
service. 

Leith is not come, and we have no commanding officer for the 5th 
division; I understand that Houstoun will not return, and there will he 
none for the 7th; and Gen. Campbell’s departure will leave the 6th divi- 
sion without a Commander. We have a brigade or two without ofiSicers 
also, in consequence of Beckwith’s continued absence (and we are told 
he will R0t return), and Mackinnon’s. But these I can manage. 
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I don’t know whom to propose for our divisions. Clinton shall have 
one, either the 5th or 6th; Leith, if he comes, another; and 1 wish I 
could get hack Dunlop, or some respectable person, if Houstoun does not 
return, for the 1th. Let me know whether Leith comes or not, and also 
whether Houstoun returns. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 16th Oct, ISIL 

There has been no material alteration in the position of the enemy’s 
troops since I addressed you last. 

The ^ Armee de PortugaV are cantoned beyond Plasencia, having one 
division at Plasencia, with their advanced posts ontheAIagon; and the 
cavalry on the north side of the mountains which divide Gastille from 
Estremadura, about Penaranda. I im%ine that they communicate with 
the infantry in Estremadura by Congosto and the Puerto del Pico, the 
road through which was repaired by the enemy in the year 1809, after 
the battle of Talavera. 

It is reported that 3 divisions of Guards belonging to the army of the 
north have gone to Valladolid, which, however, requires confirmation. 
The other troops of the army of the north are upon the Tormes. 

I learn from Lieut. CoL Sir H. Douglas, that the enemy are fortifying 
the posts which they occupy in front of the army of Galicia ; from which 
I judge that they have no intention of attempting to penetrate into that 
kingdom during this winter. 

In Lower Estremadura the enemy appear to intend to introduce a con- 
voy into Badajoz, which it is impossible for the allies to attempt to pre- 
vent With this view, probably, one division of the 5th corps, with a 
considerable body of cavalry, have crossed the Guadiana at Merida, under 
Gen. Girard ; and the remainder of the corps was to the south of that 
river. But I understand that Soult remained at Seville. 

I have received a report that Don J. Sanchez yesterday carried off a 
large proportion of the cattle grazing near Ciudad Rodrigo, and destined 
for the supply of the garrison ; and he made prisoner the governor, Gen, 
Renaud, either by surprise, or in consequence of the latter having endea- 
vored to save the cattle with a very inadequate force. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, I6th Oct. 1811. 

Adm, Berkeley has at different times sent to England, either with con- 
voys or to carry troops, all the troop ships of war named in the margin, 
and the Agineourt is now going with the 29th, 85th, and 97th regts., but 
none of these ships have returned. As it is very desirable that we should 
have the service of these ships, particularly during the winter months,..! 
shall be very much obliged to your Lordship if they can he returned. 

It would also be very desirable, and a saving in the hire of craft, if 
there were attached to this army 12 coppered transports, drawing, from, 
9 to 10 feet water, which could pass the bars of the rivers Mondego and 
. Douro. If these could be sent, a proportionate quantity of the tonnage 
detained in the Tagus according to my dispatch of the 21st March might 
he sent home.. ■ 
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T<> Ae Earl of Li¥er|Mwl. freneda, 16th Oct. 1811. 

I enclose the last fortnight and weekly states of the British army, and 
the morning state of the allied army of the 13th. 

You will see that we are not much better in respect to the number of 
sick; but the disorder continues to be of a very mild description. I was 
twice last week at the hospital at Celorico, and I saw no bad cases, but 
the numbers are astonishing. In the 4th division there are as many sick, 
absent and present, as there are men fit for duty. The 40th regt, out of 
1419, have only 652 fit for duty ; and the whole number of their recruits, 
recently arrived from England, are in the hospitals. The 77th regt. 
arrived in Portugal 2 months ago, about 800 men, and in the action of 
the 25th Sept, they had 250 R. and R; by the return of the 8th, they 
have 287 fit for duty, and 414 in the hospitals. 

The 2d division, which have been all the summer in the Alentejo, are, 
and have been, the most healthy of all, notwithstanding they suffered so 
much in the battle of Albuera, which shows how little reliance is to be 
placed on general reports of the unwholesomeness of climates. 

The French have seized Dr. Curtis, of the Irish College, and the Pro- 
vidor of the Bishopric of Salamanca, who are two of the people with 
whom my correspondents there communicate. I suspect that they have 
had orders from Paris to cut us off from all intelligence. 

To Lieut. Gen, Hill. Freneda, 17th Oct. 1811, 11 a.m. 

I received in the night your letter of the 15th. I concur entirely in 
your giving assistance to Gen. Castanos, and should approve of your 
adopting a measure which should be more effectual, and should drive 
Girard from Caceres across the Guadiana again, if you think you can do 
it without risking the safety of Campo Maior and Ouguela. It appears 
to me that you are too strong for Girard in every way, if the other divi- 
sion of the 5th corps have not crossed the Guadiana. 

If Gen. Castanos, or his troops, enter the Portuguese frontier, our com- 
missariat must provide for them, keeping a regular account of what they 
issue to them, but only as long as they remain within the Portuguese 
frontier. 

The to Capt , D.A,A.G. 17th Oct. 181 1, 

Your letter of the 16 th inst. has been laid before the Commander of the Forces. 
His Excellency desires me to acquaint you, that as you have expressed a desire to 
withdraw your resignation, and a wish to remain in the department, he will not 
object to the same. I am, however, especially directed to inform you that it is 
his Excellency’s opinion, that if you are so extremely sensible to censure, it is 
much better you should resign your office, as you may depend upon it that his 
Excellency will never cease to censure when he sees cause. 

'fhere can be no dispute respecting the exertions or delays as to warning evi- 
dence, &c., in the trial of Major before the General Court Martial ; and it is 

quite a novel principle that the Commander in Chief, or Adjutant Gen. of an 
army, in censuring neglects, is to look to orderly dragoons or serjeant majors, or 
Adjutants of regiments, and not to the superior officers of the Staff. It is the 
most important duty of the latter to see that the others do what is required of 
thera,^ and to notice any neglect, omission, want of exertion, or delay; and if this 
duty is not performed satisfactorily in the opinion of those who issue orders, the 
officer of the Staff must expect to be censured. Having expressed these senti- 
ments of his Excellency, I have only to add that, however much I felt both the 
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disrespect and impropriety of your manner of expressing yourself to me on tlie 
evening of the 12tli, 1 feel perfectly satisfied with the apology you have made. 

Ihs A,G, it> Lieut Col. Raoke^ 2cl division^ 17th Oct IBll. 

I have received the enclosed letters from the Commandant at Ahrantes, and I 
am directed by the Commander of the Forces to suggest, that in future any com- 
muiiications to the military stations, of the nature of the enclosed, should be made 
through this office, as, although it may occasion a little more delay, it is abso- 
lutely necessary I should be apprised of the removal of officers from any station, 
to be satisfied that they are replaced by such divisions as are entitled to give 
them, which, from the general hospital returns, can best be known here. It is 
quite clear that all commanding officers wish to have their officers with their bat- 
talions; but it is also evident that, unless the sick and convalescents are looked 
after at the hospitals by officers, indiscipline and disorder will be established. 

mt * 41 # )ic * 

From the above detail you will clearly perceive how inconvenient any divisional 
application and orders to the general hospitals must be. All representations for- 
warded here will be duly investigated, and the Commander of the Forces’ pleasure 
taken upon them; but the Commandants ofhospitais must receive their orders solely 
from head quarters. 

7%e A.G, io Capi, Ahmutp, I7th Oct. 1811. 

I have to request you will immediately, upon the receipt of this letter, send an 
officer to report himself at my office, and he will receive instructions relative to his 
taking charge of Gen. Renaud, the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, who, the Com- 
mander of the Forces has directed, will be sent from hence to-morrow, on his road 
to Lisbon. It will be an object that the officer who is to be sent to Lisbon on this 
duty should speak French : he will have 2 dragoons as an escort for his prisoner. 

To Got. Bacellar. Freneda, 18th Oct 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 11th Oct, contain- 
ing three queries from Gen. Conde de Amarante. 

In answer to the first, I beg you will inform the Conde de Amarante, 
that it is not my intention to prohibit him from passing the frontier in all 
cases, but, on the contrary, that I wished him to pass the frontier (taking 
care not to risk his infantry) on any occasion on which he should think he 
could make a useful diversion with his cavalry in favor of Gen. Abadia, 
without risking the loss of his cavalry. 

The second question is answered above. 

In answer to the third query, I beg that the Conde de Amarante may 
understand, that the troops under his command are destined principally to 
defend the frontiers of Portugal. He must not enter upon any operation 
combined with, or joined to the Spaniards, which may remove him from 
the object for which the force under his command is principally destined. 
Under present circumstances it does not appear probable that the enemy 
will attack Gen. Abadia, 

The A,G» to Major Gen* Alex. Campbell, division. 18tb Oct. 181 L 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to call your attention to the 
neglect of duty on the part of the officers sent with the working party. He has 
received reports that these officers neither attend nor remain with their men. It is 
his Excellency’s pleasure, therefore, that a field officer always actxjmpanies the 
working party from the division; and you will be pleased to apprise me officers 
that if the Commander of the Forces has occasion to animadvert again on their 
want of zeal and attention in these essential duties, he will not only do so in public 
orders, but he will report to H. R. H. the Commander in Chief the names and 
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regiments of all officers who ffij not execute the service as they should, for the purpose 
of their promotion being stopped in their several corps. 

I am also to desire that tlie division order in which his Excellency understands 
it is stated the seijeant’s guard there should receive pay be cancelled, as it is his 
Excellency’s pleasure that no men receive pay but those who work, and work 
diligently. It is further the Commander of the Forces’ order, that there should be 
always a complete relief, and that no masons, or any other artificers, remain beyond 
the rest of the party, over the time which they are directed to work. I am to add 
that the inattention complained of, in the foregoing part of this letter, more im- 
mediately relates to the subalterns of the party, as the Captains have been stated to 
fce-more attentive. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Freneda, 19th Oct. 1811. 

This letter will he delivered to you by Gen. Renaud, late governor of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, who is going to Lisbon, on his way to England, as a pri- 
soner of war on his parole. 

I beg leave to recommend him to your attention, and I request you to 
take an early opportunity of forwarding him to England, either in a ship 
of war, or a transport, or the packet; and that you will desire the Cap- 
tain of the vessel in which he will go, to apprise the Commissioners of 
transports of his arrival as soon as he shall reach any port in England. 

To His Excell eifcy C. Stuart. Freneda, 19th Oct. 1811. 

This letter will he delivered to you by Gen. Renaud, the late governor 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, who is going to Lisbon, on his way to England. I beg 
leave to recommend him to your attentions as long as he may remain at 
Lisbon. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 20th Oct. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the I6th, and I concur in opinion with 
you, that you have done right in resuming your seat at the Regency. 

r have received a most handsome letter from the Prince in answer to 
mine of the 7th May, upon which I have addressed the Governors of the 
Kingdom. Tiiese will go, I hope, by this post, so that I shall not trouble 
you further upon them. 

I have recommended Gen. Renaud, the governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, to 
you ; you will find him a very intelligent fellow. 

To the Governor of Almeida. Freneda, 21st Oct. 1811. 

Major Sturgeon, of the Royal Staff corps, being employed by me upon 
the public service, I request that you will let him have from the old car- 
riages, <fec., any axletrees or other iron which he may want, brass boxes 
from wheels, &c , which he may require ; likewise the use of the grinding 
stones and smith’s forges in Almeida, and a certain quantity of timber for 
the construction of a pile engine, and of a trustle. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 21st Oct. 1811. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 17th. It is very obvious to me, 
both from the Prince’s letter and from every thing that has passed, that 
he willnot dismiss Principal Sousa; and the orders which have been lately 
received here, and the promise which the Prince makes to receive favor- 
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ably tbe services of Dom M, Forjaz, render the dismission of the Principal 
an object of less importance. I have therefore taken advantage of the 
receipt of the Prince’s letter, to put an end to the uncomfortable state in 
which I have so long stood in respect to the government. We shall now 
start fresh, and we most endeavor to carry the business on as well as we 
can. The recent orders of the Prince certainly give us great advantages, 
which we have never till now possessed. 

In respect to the military chest, you will be able to judge whether the 
delay to form it by tbe 1st Nov. is necessary ; whetber that necessity has 
been produced by the real magnitude of the concerns of tbe Junta de 
Viveres, or by design, or by neglect to settle tbe accounts of the late Junta 
de Vweres ; or whether the delay is not unnecessary. As far as I can judge 
here, the delay cannot he necessary; because, whether the Commissary 
Gen. or the Junta de Viveres are to supply the wants of the army, the 
money might as well come from the military chest, as direct from the 
Treasury. However, if you should think the delay necessary, I recom- 
mend to you to be sparing in your issues of money, as there is no reason 
for abandoning any principle on which we have hitherto acted. 

As I wish to put an end to the whole difference between the Portuguese 
government and me, and am not desirous of carrying on the war in Brazil 
when peace has been made in Portugal, I beg you not to transmit to 

England my letter on the subject of — -’s charge against Dom M. 

Forjaz, which is certainly now unnecessary, and would tend only to revive 
old disputes, and that if you have sent it, you will write to Mr. Hamilton to 
request that it may be retained. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will speak to tbe members of tbe 
Regency regarding tbe case of Borel. I shall be sorry to commence the 
era of peace by a coup d^etat such as that which I had in contemplation 
on this subject. But it must be obvious to the government that the Prince 
did not mean that this person should be arrested ; and even if he did, the 
mode in which the arrest was made was such that I cannot submit to it, 
and I must adopt some measures which shall show to the public my sense 
of it. Among friends this is better avoided. 

P.S. Upon referring to my dispatch to you of the 11th Sept, I con- 
ceive that down to the words ^ neglect and disobedience upon this occasion,’ 
in the third paragraph, might go to England ; the rest of the dispatch will 
only tend to revive the dispute. 


The A. to Lieut, Col, — >, — U/ division, 21st Oct. 18 11. 

I have laid your letter of the 19 th inst. and enclosure before his Excellency the 
Commander of the Forces, and I am to acquaint you that his Excellency never 
heard any reports of the conduct of the — regt. in the action at Fuentes, except 
to their advantage. The Commander of the Forces reported favorably of their 
conduct to H. R. H. the Prince Regent, and his Excellency will not allow any 
inquiry to substantiate the truth of a report of tbe behaviour of a regiment in an h 
action in which his Excellency was personally present. 


To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 2M Oct. 1811, 8 a.m. 

I received your letter of the 20th, last night. I think you had better 
not pass Caceres with your head quarters and main body. When you 
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have driven off Girard, replace the Conde de Penne Villemur at Cacerea, 
and bring back again your troops towards the frontier. 

To Col. Gordon, Commissary in Chief. Freneda, 22d Oct. 1811. 

I received by the last post your letter of the 22d Sept., and I am very 
much obliged to you for what you have done for Mr. Dalrymple. I pro- 
pose to keep him here, notwithstanding that I am afraid that he will be 
unwilling to stay when Mr. Kennedy goes. This misfortune will happen 
very shortly, hut I hope he will return soon, as he promises. I have too 
much reason to complain of Mrs. Kennedy and her sister. 

I am very much obliged to you also for the notice you have taken of 
Campbell, and particularly for allowing him to come to this army. You 
will find him a very zealous, hard working fellow, who will at least do 
his best. He is the only person who knows any thing about my concerns, 
and I have no time to attend to them myself. He is, besides, very useful 
as a Staff officer, particularly in an affair. 

Aii G^n^ral Bumouriez. A Fr^neda, ce 22 Oct. 1811. 

J’ai re^u par la demiere poste la lettre que vous m’avez dcrite le 23 et 24 
Sept., et vous aurez vu que nos manoeuvres du c6te de Ciudad Rodrigo ont 
attird sur nous tout le monde; que nous avons sauvd le Gent^ral Abadia et 
ie royaume de Galice ; que les divisions Fran^aises, recemment venues du 
royaume de Naples, ont dte amendes des frontidres de la Navarre, oh Mina 
a ete laisse en libertd de faire ce qu’il a voulu ; et que Soult m^me est re- 
tournd A Seville de son expedition k Grdnade. Jen’ai rien pu faire de 
plus, car Fennemi etait au moins d’un tiers plus fort que moi, et les intdrdts 
qui dependent de la conservation de cette armde sont trop importants pour 
etre risques dans un combat indgal, avec une place et une rividre difficile 
a passer, sur le dos. 

Le General Abadia travaille hien en Galice, et j’espere qu’avant que Fen- 
nemi puisse Fattaquer, ces arrangemens dans ce royaume Fauront mis hors 
de danger. En attendant, Farmee Franqaise du Nord est cantonnee le long 
du Tormes, ayant sa gauche aux montagnes qui sdparent la Castille de 
FEstremadure; celle de Portugal a sa droite aux rndmes montagnes, et sa 
gauche sur le Tage ; quelques divisions etanfbien en arri^re, mais qui 
communiquent avec celle de Farmee du Nord par le Puerto de Pico. Le 
5“® corps d’armee est dans la Basse Estrcmadure, et communique par 
Almaraz avec Farmee de Portugal ; et Soult est a Seville. 

Par les demiers rapports, Suchet avait attaque le royaume de Valence, 
que Blake defendait, je ne suis pas sur avec comhien de monde. Je ne 
peux pas en attirer sur moi plus que j’en aie; mais je compte tenter 
quelque chose si je trouve qu’on detache a Faide de Suchet. 

Je suis hien fAchd d’avoir a vous faire savoir que votre protdgd, St. 
Martin, est mort derni^rement A Celorico. Nous avons eu tout lieu de 
nous louer de lui depuis qu’il dtait placd a Farmde Portugaise, et il est 
vraiment une perte. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 22d Oct. 1811 

Since I wrote to you last month, respecting the Portuguese government, 
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some circumstances have occurred wMch have made a material alteration 
in the state of affairs, and would probably alter the opinion of His 
Majesty’s ministers on this subject. 

The Prince Regent of Portugal has written positive orders, to his 
government here, to carry into execution all the suggestions of the British 
authorities in regard to the civil departments of the army ; and they 
have called upon us for our suggestions in detail. 1 have also received 
a very civil letter from the Prince Regent of Portugal, in answer to one 
which I wrote to him in May last, in which he assures me of his entire con- 
fidence ; and although he declines to remove Principal Sousa from his 
service, he promises his countenance and favor to Bom M, de Forjaz, 
as long as he shall conduct himself to my satisfaction ; and he begs me to 
endeavor to put an end to the spirit of party in his government. I have 
taken advantage of this letter to try to reconcile myself with the govern-* 
ment, and I am in hopes that, under the Prince’s recent orders, I shall he 
able to get on tolerably well, even with the present government. 

To tiie Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, Oct 1811. 

I have received your Lordship’s letters of the 19th and 20th. I am very 
much obliged to H, R. H. the Commander in Chief for thinking of us. I 
shall he glad to have the other brigade of cavalry, which he has directed 
to be in readiness, as it is in that arm alone that the enemy can he much 
superior to us, and by which they can do us much mischief, if we should 
be able to go into the plains. 

I have had with me, for 2 days, — , from whom I have received a 

good deal of useful information. He is a very intelligent fellow, who 
likes talking. 

The A,G. to Major Gm. Peacocke, Lisbon, 32d Oct. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the proceedings of General Courts Martial on the cases 

of privates , , and , of the Chasseurs Britanniques, 

as also of of the same regiment. These men are all now in the Provost 

at Lisbon. By some accident the within proceedings were sent to England, and 
the men above mentioned have been now long in confinement : his Excellency 
taking this circ.umstance into his consideration, has been pleased to pardon the 
above offenders, and you will be pleased to make known to them this especial act 
of favor, after their having been sentenced to death for their heinous offences. 
You will be pleased also to direct the men to be released from the Provost, and 
to remain doing duty with the detachment of the corps at Fort S. Julian, and they 
are not to he allowed to jom the army. After having made the men acquainted 
with their sentences, you will be pleased to send the Courts Martial to the Deputy 
Judge Advocate now at Lisbon. 

Tfie A,G, to Lieut, Gen, Picton^ Zd (Uvision, 22d Oct. 1811. 

In answer to your letter and enclosures of this date, I have to acquaint you the 
Commander of the Forces approves of the soldiers of the 74th and 45th regts. 
being practised in firing ball cartridge, the troops that may be in the canton* 
ments near being apprised of the same. 

The A,G, to Major Gen, Ahx, Camphell^ Ztk dim&ion, 22d Oct. 1811. 

In reply to your letter of the 20th, the Commander of the Forces consents to 
Lieut. Col. ~ proceeding to Lisbon : on his arrival there he will appear before 
a Medical board, which will be ordered to report upon his case. It is not usual 
nor consistent with G. O. {vide 7ih and 20th Sept. 1800) for the certificate of an 
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officer’s ill healtli to state the necessity of removal to Lisbon. A Medical board 
is to be ordered by the Inspector of hospitals, upon a certificate, at the nearest 
hospital station ; and upon the report of such board an officer is permitted to 
remove as far as Lisbon if necessary, but not upon certificates of Medical officers 
of the division. However, the Commander of the Forces has consented to Lieut. 
CoL now proceeding there, when a board will further report on his case. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 23d Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving ^y our letter of the lOth, and I am 
much obliged to you for the measures which you have adopted to send to 
England the 29th, 85th, and 91th regts. 

Major Gen. Cooke found it necessary to detain at Cadiz the Eegiment 
de Watteville, after he had sent to Lisbon the horses belonging to the 
Field officers of that regiment; and! have desired that application might 
be made to have those horses sent back to Cadiz, with which I shall he 
much obliged to you if you will comply. 

I have written to England to have small transports sent out, which will 
be capable of passing the bars of the Mondego and Douro; but, in the 
mean time, till they shall arrive, it is very desirable that we should have 
vessels capable of entering those rivers. 

I entirely concur with you in the expediency of occupying the Fort 
Bugio with a detachment of the battalion of marines, and of the marine 
artillery, and of relieving the detachment every week. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 23d Oct. 1811. 

As the soldiers of this army frequently sleep out of doors, and as, even 
when in houses, they are obliged to sleep in their great coats, that article 
of their equipment is worn out in a much shorter period of time than that 
specified by the regulations (3 years) that it should last, and there are no 
means in this country of replacing them, I therefore request your Lord- 
ship that 10,000 great coats (as recommended in the enclosed memoran- 
dum) may be sent as an article of store, to the Commissary Gen., to be 
issued to regiments as they may have occasion for them; and regular 
accounts shall be kept of their issue, and forwarded from time to time to 
the Sec, at War, in order that the price of these great -coats may be 
charged against the great coat fund of the several regiments. 

I beg leave to recommend that your Lordship should order that 20,000 
stands of arms and 20,000 sets of accoutrements may be sent to Lisbon, 
in order to supply the casual demands of the army, as well as those of the 
Portuguese and Spanish governments, there being at Lisbon at present 
only 1000 stands. 

I likewise beg leave to recommend to your Lordship to order that a 
division of infantry, now raising in Castille, under Don Carlos de Espana, 
to which I have supplied arms and accoutrements, and to which he is 
paying great attention, may be supplied with, blue clothing. It amounts 
to 4000 men, and it is desirable that this blue clothing should he sent to 
Oporto, consigned to the British Commissary there, as soon as possible. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 23d Oct. 181 1. 

Tl>e enterprise of Don J. Sanchez, to carry off the cattle from 
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Ciudad Rodrigo, adyerted to in my last dispatch, was very well conducted 
and very successful. During the night of the i4th he posted his troops 
near the places at which he had been informed that the cattle from the 
garrison were usually brought to graze in the morning; and he expected 
that they would come to the ground on the left bank of the Agueda, 
between the hills on the El Bodon road and the fort, and he placed two 
detachments of cavalry behind these hills. The governor, Gen. Renaud, 
had come out of the fort and across the Agueda, attended by some Staff 
officers, and escorted by a party of about 20 cavalry, and he was sur- 
rounded by Don Julian’s detachment as soon as be entered the hills, 
and was taken, with 2 of his escort, under the bre of the guns of the 
place. The remainder of the escort escaped; one of the officers attend- 
ing the governor having been wounded. Shortly afterwards Don Julian’s 
detachments on the right of the Agueda drove off the greatest number of 
the cattle which had been sent out to graze, under the guns of the fort, 
on that side of the river.* 

The enemy’s troops in front of this army have made no movement of 
importance since I addressed your Lordship last A detachment of the 
array of the north, which had crossed the Torraes with a view to plunder 
the country between that river and the Yeltes, have returned to their can- 
tonments -without deriving much advantage from this expedition. 

I have directed Gen. Hill to endeavor to force Girard’s division, the 
5th corps, to retire from Caceres, as in that position they distress for pro- 
visions the troops under the Conde de Penne Villeinur and Gen. Morillo, 
belonging to Gen. Castanos. Gen. Hill was to move from his canton- 
ments on this expedition on the 22d. 

By the accounts which I have received from Cadiz to the 15th inst., I 
learn that Marshal Suchet had entered the kingdom of Valencia, from 
Tortosa, with 20,000 men, and had advanced as far as Murviedro. He 
made 3 attempts to obtain possession of the fort of Saguntum, near that 
town, by escalade, on the 29th of last month, in all of which he was re- 
pulsed with considerable loss, and left behind him his ladders. He was 
still at Murviedro on the 4th inst. 

In the mean time Gen. Blake had thrown himself into Valencia, with 
23,000 men, composed of the divisions which he had brought with iara 
from Cadiz and from Murcia, and other troops ; all the strong holds in 
Valencia were occupied, and the greatest efforts were making to bring a 
large force into that kingdom, in order to annoy the enemy’s communica- 
tion with Ms rear. The utmost confidence appears by the accounts to be 
placed in Gen. Blake, and the people of Valencia appear determined to 
co-operate in resistance to the enemy. 

The enemy have not detached from their force in front of this army to 
aid Marshal Suchet. As far as I have been able to learn, they expect, in 
addition to the reinforcements which have already joined, 65 battalions of 
infantry, being the 4th battalions of the regiments now in the Peninsula. 
Some of these are of course destined for the regiments in the ^eorps.. 
d^armee in the south; and others for the regiments in Catalonia and 
Aragon, and now in Valencia ; but the greater number for the regiments 
in the army of the north and the ^Arm^ de Portugal,^ mid in the 5 th 
* See Appendix, No. XIL 
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corps, wMch are more immediately opposed to die allied British and 
Portuguese army ; and I understand that they don’t purpose to move till 
these reinforcements shall arrive, 

I learn from Major Gen. Cooke that he bad detached 1200 men from 
Cadiz, under Col. Skerrett, to land at Tarifa, and in co-operation with a 
Spanish corps under Gen. Copons, likewise to be detached from Cadiz, to 
endeavor to create a diversion in favor of Gen. Ballesteros, against 
whom the enemy appear to have detached from the lines before the Isla 
de Leon and from Seville a considerable force. Gen. Ballesteros has 
taken a position near San Roque, and there is reason to believe that Col, 
Skerrett, who sailed qn the 10th, will have reached Tarifa; hut Gen. 
Copons’ force did not sail so soon, and had been obliged by the weather to 
return to Cadiz, and had been re-landed when the accounts came away on 
the 15th. 

There has been no movement in the north since I addressed your Lord- 
ship last. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 33d Oct. 1811. 

I enclose the last weekly state, and the morning state of the troops in 
the field of the 2Gth. The troops are becoming more healthy ; and as the 
weather is now colder, I am in hopes that they will recover entirely. 

To the Earl of Liveipool. Freneda, 23d Oct. 1811. 

I have omitted to answer your letter about the Prince of Orange. When 
I informed him of the arrangement which had been proposed for him, and 
of the favor which H.R.H. the Prince Regent was disposed to confer upon 
him, he told me that he preferred to continue for some time longer in the 
situation in which he is now placed, in order that he may have time to 
learn a little more before he is placed in a higher situation. He is really 
a very fine young man. He conducts himself remarkably well, and is 
much liked by every body. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 25th Oct. 1811. 

I received yours of the 23d last night, and I now enclose a duplicate of 
my last note, in case by any accident the original should have miscarried. 
There is nothing new on this side. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 25th Oct. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 21st Oct, and I shall refer to the 
consideration of the Commissary Gen. the paper regarding money and 
supplies from the commissariat, which you enclosed. Beresford and Dom 
M. Forjaz know their own concerns best, certainly ; but, in my opinion, 
the military chest is a separate concern from the commissariat, and it 
would be a convenience that it should commence first. 

Let the government send me the hill for the labor in the arsenal, 
I rather believe it is for the ordnance on the fortified ground between the 
Tagus and the sea. 

I have heard of the exportations of silver by the Americans, which it 
does not appear to me to be possible to prevent, excepting by irjing such 
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Mgli duties upon the import of all articles, including corn, the produce of 
America, as shall prevent the Americans from resorting to the Portuguese 
markets. When the Americans sell their corn at Lisbon, they must re- 
ceive payment in money ; as, owing to the uncomfortable state of affairs 
between Great Britain and America, they can’t take hills upon England, 
because that which they would purchase with those bills in England 
would not be admitted into America. The only remedy, therefore, ex- 
cepting that of a settlement between Great Britain and America, is for 
Portugal to lay high duties upon the import of the produce of America. 
The question upon this remedy, which will exclude the Americans from 
the Portuguese markets, is whether the Portuguese can do without the 
produce of America ? or in other words, whether Great Britain and Ire- 
land, the Barhary States, and the Greek islands, can supply the demands 
of Portugal for provisions ? If these demands can be supplied, I should 
recommend this measure ; hut it is desirable that you should write to the 
British government upon the subject, to let them know how the matter 
stands. I shall also mention it to Lord Liverpool. 

Adverting to the mode in which business is done in Portugal, I should 
doubt whether to affix a stamp upon the Portuguese paper in circulation 
would he equivalent to the substitution of a new paper instead of the old. 
The stamp would he the easiest mode of proceeding, hut great care 
should be taken to examine the paper ; not to stamp any numbers that 
have been destroyed, and not to stamp two numbers of the same deno- 
mination. I would likewise recommend, that for each 100 numbers there 
should he a different stamp, the difference to be known only to particular 
persons. For instance, one stamp from No. 1 to No. 100, another from 
No. 101 to No. 200, and so on. This is more troublesome, but it in- 
creases the difficulty of forgery, which is the object. 

To the Juiz de Fora of Sabugal. Freneda, 26th Oct. 1811. 

I understand that you have again seized 9 mules, and 4 mule loads of 
cheese, and have taken 8 dollars from some Spaniards who were going to 
sell their cheese to the army. You may be right, for aught I know, in 
committing this act of oppression, but I apprise you that your conduct 
shall be inquired into by the Special Commission, and if you have ex- 
ceeded your authority, or what the law directs, you shall be punished. 

I also hereby order you to have the 9 mules, and the cheese, and the 
money, taken care of, in order that the whole may he returned in good 
order to the Spaniards, in case the Governors of the Kingdom, to whom 
I have written upon this subject, should so direct. 

To the Juiz de Fom of Goiivea. Freneda, 27th Oct 181 1, 

I have to inform you that I have ordered for trial, before a Genera! 
Court Martial now sitting at Guarda, the corporal and private soldier of 
the — • regt., who you complained to me had committed an outrage in 
pressing cars at Gouvea ; and I desire that you will he prepared to send 
to Gudrda, to give testimony before the Court Martial, all the persons 
who were witnesses of the facts of which you have complained, when the 
officer acting as Judge Advocate with that Court Martial shall send to you 
for them. 
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To His Excellency G. Stuart. Preneda, 27th Oct. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2 1 st 0 ct., in which 
you enclosed one of the 19th Oct. from Bom M. Foi^az, regarding the | 

number of foreigners in tiie service of the British army now in Portugal. | 

In answer to which, I beg you will inform Bom M. Forjaz, that any 
regulation which the government shall make upon this subject, which it | 

may he practicable to carry into execution, shall he strictly obeyed. 

I request the attention of the Governors of the Kingdom, however, to 
the following considerations. It appears hy the statement of the magis- 
trate of Santarem, enclosed in Bom M. Forjaz’s letter of the 19th, that 
the number of persons employed, even in that town, is very inadequate to 
the performance of the several duties already imposed upon them; and 
that these persons can scarcely exist. It is notorious that this is the case 
in tins part of the Kingdom. The magistrates of the towns and villages 1 

have no longer any of that description of business for the performance of | 

which they received fees, hy which they were enabled to live; and they 
are now starving : they are indifferent about the tenure of their offices, | 

and they perform their duty with negligence. | 

This is a subject deserving the consideration of government, upon 
which, if they desire it, I will give them my opinion ; but in the mean 
time, till a remedy is applied, it is desirable that the duties of these same 
magistrates should not he increased. I 

Before the first French invasion of Portugal, the laws respecting the | 

passage of strangers throughout the country were very strict, and were | 

put into execution with some vigilance. Whether they were at that time 
necessary or not is not now the question,, hut whether it is expedient to 
revive them and increase their severity at the present moment. 

I have been concerned with the affairs of Portugal for more than 3 
years, and I have never known an instance in which any thing was to be 
apprehended from strangers in the Kingdom; and, in my opinion, the 
j Governors of the Kingdom have given too much importance to persons 

of this description. The policy of Great Britain, or of other countries 
; upon this subject, does not at all bear upon the question, as it may be 

I very necessary to restrain the intercourse of foreigners with the natives 

J of these countries ; but it is, in my opinion, quite unnecessary in Portugal. 

There is another view of the subject which is peculiar to Portugal, to 
which the Intendant of Police has not adverted, and that is, there is in 
Portugal, for its defence, a large foreign army, which must have fo- 
reigners of all descriptions attached to it, and following it ; and every 
restriction upon the intercourse of these foreigners with the country must 
increase the difficulty of defending the country. 

The Governors of the Kingdom don’t appear to he aware of the im- 
mensity of the machine which has been formed in this country for the 
support of the Portuguese, as well as of the British army, conducted in 
all its branches by foreigners. Any restriction upon the passage of these 
i) foreigners through the country would he very inconvenient to the mili- 

: tary system, unless the restriction could be removed by passports. But 

: passports, it is well known, are liable to abuse and fraud, as well as every 

j other institution : and if the description of the person to whom they are 

given is included in them, in order to guard against fraud, they are 
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attended bj sncb an inc.rease of the detail of business in the departments of 
the armj, as well as in the offices of the several magistrates, who are to 
examine the passports and the bearers of them, as would render the 
operations of the war almost impracticable. 

For instance, not only every officer and his servants, hut every con- 
ductor and his muleteers must have passports describing the persons of 
each, which passports must be examined at every stage, and signed by 
the magistrate examining them. If this is not done, no object will be 
gained ; and I beg the Governors of the Kingdom to consider whether 
they can prevail upon the magistrates of the country, under existing 
circumstances, to perform this duty; and whether there are any evils 
existing or to be apprehended, to avoid which will compensate for the 
loss of time and the trouble which will be the consequence of this 
system. 

I request you today this letter before the Governors of the Kingdom. 

The AM. to Lie$ti* Gen, Grahanty 1st division, 28th Oct. 1811. 

In reply to the application for leave of absence to England for Lieut, Col — — , 
of the — regt, the Commander of the Forces acquiesces in the same, provided 

Col. will not attempt to renew his leave in England, which is granted for 2 

months, with the additional condition that CoL — — leaves his horses at Lisbon to 
come up to the army immediately on his return. I have, however, the Com- 
imuider of the Forces* directions to remark, that it is very extraordinaiy that an 
oiiicer who has been but 3 months in the country should require leave so soon, 
more particularly as the Secretary of H. R. H. the Commander in Chief has in- 
formed Lord Wellington that all the officers who have been lately sent to this 
country have had notice that no leave of absence would be granted them, and 
that their affiiirs should be settled before they left the country. 

To Seiihor Jus(f dementi Pereira. ' Freueda, *2t)th Oct. 1811. 

I enclose you the copy of the answer which I have received to the ap- 
plication which I made to the Governors of tlie Kingdom some time ago, 
in favor of the Marquez de Ponte de Lima, and the Marquez de Yaleiu^a, 
which I beg you will forward to those noblemen in the most secui-e 
manner ; you will at the same time inform them, that if they should come 
here, they will be treated with every attention which I can show them, 
and that 1 have no doubt of their safety, if they can prove the case which 
they stated in their first address to me. Teil them, that if they should 
experience any difficulty in making their escape, I may be able to assist 
them, by putting them in communication with one of the parties of 
Spanish guerrillas, but that in that case they must do exactly what the 
guerrilla chief may desire them to do.^ 


To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 29th Oct 1811. 

About the end of last month, when Soult arrived at Seville, Girard 
came forwards towards the Guadiana, and Gen. Drouet, with the other 
division of the 5th corps, to Zafra, from Andalusia. That movement 
appeared to be connected with Marmont’s objects, and Girard afterwards 
retired. He has since come forward again, howevei , and at first I 


^ Afterwards escorted from Tamames by Lieut. Garwood, 52d, theu employed w 
observation in the Sierra de Franc ia. 
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tRouglit Ms oljject was to throw a supply into Badajoz, wMch we could 
not prevent; but he has besides pushed forward to Caceres, and has 
driven Gen. Gastanos* posts beyond the Salor, by which he has distressed 
him much for provisions and forage, and it was necessary either to pre- 
pare to receive these vagabond troops in Portugal, or to replace them at 
Caceres, I therefore desired Gen. Hill to make a movement with his 
troops, and to threaten Girard’s communication with Merida by his right, 
while with the remainder of his troops he attacked him at Caceres. 

I have a letter from Gen. Hill of the 26th, informing me that Girard 
had that morning retired from Caceres on Torremocha. Gen. Hill was 
at Maipartida, and intended to move on the 27th to Aldea del Cano. As 
soon as Girard should cross the Guadiana, Hill would return to his can- 
tonments, leaving the Spaniards in the country about Caceres, &c. As 
Soult will hear of these movements much about the time that he will feel 
the necessity of reinforcing the corps sent against Ballesteros, I am in 
hopes that they may he of some use to Ballesteros. 

There is nothing new here this morning. 

To Dr. Franck, Inspector of hospitals, Freneda, 29111 Oct. 1811. 

I was much concerned to receive this day your letter by which you 
apprised me of the necessity that you should go to England for the reco- 
very of your health; and this concern was occasioned not less by my 
feelings for you personally, than by my sense of the inconvenience and 
injury which the army and the public interests will suffer by the loss of 
your valuable services. I don’t, however, yet lose all hope that you will 
be able to return to us ; hut if you should not, and you should think that 
I can he of any use to you to forward your views in England, I beg that 
you will let me know it ; and you will always find me ready to state my 
sense of your services and merits. 

Gen, Stewart will send you the official leave for you to go home. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 29th Oct. 1811. 

I enclose you a paper on the Portuguese finance, in answer to the paper 
of the Portuguese government on the same subject, transmitted in your 
letter of the 24th. J beg that you will lay this paper before the govern- 
ment. 

You will see by my letter to them of yesterday, that I have insisted 
upon their establishing the military chest, although not prepared with 
other arrangements. My opinion upon this subject need not prevent you 
and Beresford from acting on it as you please. 

MEMORANDUM. 

In considering the paper on the subject of Portuguese finances of 
October, 1811, it is necessary to advert to the state of the Kingdom and 
its^ credit, the probability of success in the war, and the chances which 
exist that Portugal may again become the theatre of the operations of 
the war. 

It k not necessary that I should enter into details on all or any of these 
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topics ; blit it is obvious that tbe plan wbicb the paper contains of ame- 
iiorating the credit of the government, is founded upon a favorable view 
of all and of each of them ; which view, it is probable, would not be 
taken hj those individuals wbo must be induced by their own sense of 
their private interests to adopt the schemes proposed in this paper for the 
amelioration of the credit of the state. 

The object of the government being to pay its debts, and to revive the 
credit of the state, is a most laudable one, and they shall have every assist- 
ance which I can give them to carry it into execution. 

In the present situation of the Kingdom, however, the first object, even 
with a view to re-establish the credit of the state, is obviously to secure 
the funds for carrying on the war. In this view, and with a view to aid 
the efforts of Great Britain, I proposed to the government to pay the in- 
terest upon paper money, including the Apoiiees Grandest from the 1st 
July last; to which proposition the government have added the objects 
adverted to in the paper of October, 1811, 

I am apprehensive, however, that it is impossible at present to go far- 
ther than I proposed, and that, however honest and desirable it would be 
ill' the government to find means of paying the arrears of interest on the 
paper money, and the ApoUces Grandes^ and the debts of the Junta de 
Viveres, md of the Marine, it is impracticable, and at the same time to 
carry on the war. 

It is not a matter of indifference to propose a plan to the public for tbe 
payment of debts and for the restoration of credit, which shall fail to 
produce its object. For instance, the government will propose that cer- 
tain individuals, creditors of the state, shall have the option of purchasing 
the lands and estates proposed to he sold in the paper under consideration, 
I will suppose that these creditors are not satisfied with this discharge of 
the debts; that they think the lands, under existing circumstances, are 
worth nothing ; and, above all, that it would not suit their interests to risk 
a farther capital in their improvement. 

The consequence must be, that tbe government not only will not have 
paid their debts in the opinions of these persons their creditors, hut they 
will have incurred the farther discredit of having endeavored to induce 
the public to take that in payment of debts which was in reality worth 
nothing. 

On these grounds 1 earnestly recommend to the government to proceed 
in these measures with the utmost caution and circumspection : to propose 
no measure to the public of which they are not certain that the public 
will entertain a favorable opinion ; and to confine themselves in the first 
instance to those measures which are absolutely necessary to place their 
credit in such a state as to enable them to carry on the war, and to aid 
their ally. 

It appears generally admitted that the first of these measures is to pay 
the interest on the paper money in circulation from the 1st July last, and 
with regularity from thence forward. 

The paper money in circulation bearing interest, including the forged 
paper, is stated to he 17,250,000 cruzados^ upon which the half-yearly 
interest would he 431,250 cruzados. Besides this sum, there is some 
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paper in circulation without bearing interest ; and the total amount in cir- 
culation, including forged paper, is 20,500,000 cruzados. 

The effect of this measure, combined with others to secure the public 
against forgery, and the future exactness of the Treasury, as well in pay- 
ing the interest upon the paper, as in issuing paper in its due proportions 
to money, according to law p viz., half money and half paper in every 
transaction, will raise the value of the paper in the market to such a de- 
gree as will affect the price of all commodities, and by that means save 
to government in its purchases the full amount of the interest which will 
he paid. 

It would likewise he desirable to add to this measure a declaration on 
the part of the government that no new paper should be fabricated. 

I am not quite certain whether the government have it in contemplation 
to pay the arrears of interest on the paper money beyond the 1st July. 
This does not appear to be necessary ; and I wish here to draw the atten- 
tion of the Governors of the Kingdom to a principle which applies more 
forcibly to this description of paper, but which may probably with justice 
he applied to the arrears on the Apolices Grandes. 

The paper money has always been a circulating security, and has gene- 
rally (particularly of late years) been at a considerable discount. It is 
therefore not probable that the individuals who now bold any portion of 
it, held that portion in 1808 or 1S09, or at any very distant period for 
which the government might he disposed to pay the arrears of the inte- 
rest ; nor, adverting to the rate of discount which the paper has borne in 
late years, can it be supposed that any person who has purchased paper 
has ever had in contemplation the probability that the arrears of the inte- 
rest would be paid, and has taken that advantage into consideration, in the 
price which he paid for the paper. The government will find the paper 
money generally in the hands of dealers in bills of exchange or of specu- 
lators, who will have bought paper upon hearing of the intention of 
government to pay the interest y and the arrears of interest which govern- 
ment will pay beyond the term stated, viz., the 1st July, will be so much 
money gratuitously put in the pockets of these individuals, not one of 
whom, most probably, is the individual to whom the interest for the past 
period is really due, ^ 

Neither would this measure have any effect in raising the credit of 
paper money beyond the first moment. If the interest should hereafter 
be paid regularly, such an accumulated debt on account of interest could 
never again be incurred, and the public would have no reason to expect 
such an advantage in future, ^ 


The measure next for consideration is the payment of the interest on 
the Apoizces Grandes, It appears that the securities of this denomination 
m ^ understand, besides the paper money, amount to 

11,818,065 cruzados, the half yearly interest of which appears to he 
295,452 cruzados; which, added to the half yearly interest on the paper 
money, 431,250 cruzados, would make a total of interest half yearlv 
amounting to ^27,702 cruzad<^s. From this sum the lOper income 
tex would he to he deducted, being 72,670 cruzados, which would leave 
the charge upon the public 654,032 cruzados. It appears to me that the 
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pTiMic reTeiiues would he able to defray this sum, aud I would tlierefore 
recommend to government to pay the interest from the 1st July on the 
'ApolieeS' Grandest m well as on the paper money, and hereafter regularly. 

They ought, by a public act, to allot a particular denomination of the 
public revenue to defray these demands of interest regularly every half 
year, and, if possible, a small addition to form a sinking fund, to discharge 

the principal of the 

I now heg the government to apply the principle to which I have above 
referred, in respect of the payment of the arrears of interest on the paper 
money, to the payments of the arrears of interest on the 
Grandes, If these securities are generally in the hands of the original 
lenders to the state, it would be a matter of justice, if it were practicable, 
to pay the arrears of interest due upon them ; but I believe it will be 
found that these securities, as well as the paper money, have been trans- 
ferred at a very low price ; that the present holders were not the original 
lenders to the state ; and that in the price which they paid for the secu- 
rities, they never considered it probable that the arrears of interest would 
be paid. If this be the case, to pay the arrears of interest on the 
Grandes would he a useless waste of public money. But supposing these 
securities to be now in the bands of the original lenders to the state, I 
think there are some considerations to which prudence should induce the 
Governors of the Kingdom to advert, before they venture to bind them- 
selves to defray the arrears of interest beyond the 1st July. 

1st; It is my opinion, that the plan proposed in the paper will not 
answer at all ; that the security proposed to be given will he deemed 
worth nothing; and would not raise a shilling in any money market in 
the world. 

2dly ; It is my opinion that the revenues of the state cannot now afford 
to pay the interest on a new fund to he created, amounting to 1,350,252 
cruzados^ in addition to the interest on the paper money in circulation, 
and on the Apolices Grandes, 

3dly ; This measure must be attended by the creation of a new paper, 
which will do more barm to credit than the payment of the arrears of in- 
terest can do good, 

4thly; I would beg the government to advert to the crisis through 
which the nation has passed ; that it was actually in possession of the 
enemy, and all the debts of the state wiped away as with a sponge ; that 
it has been three times invaded ; and that the war, with its chances, still 
continues. The holders oi Apoliees Grandes., e^en though they are the 
original lenders to the state, are not unaware of these circumstances, and 
the Governors of the Kingdom may depend upon it, that there is not one 
of them who will not consider himself too happy in receiving payment of 
the current interest ; and that there is not a thinking man in Europe who 
will not be of opinion that the Governors of the Kingdom will have ac- 
quitted themselves handsomely by the creditors, and will have redeemed 
the credit of the state, by the payment of the interest of their debts from 
the 1st July. 

The next subject for consideration is the payment of the debts of the 
Junta de Vimvesy and of the Marine ; and I acknowledge that I consider 
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tHs measure more important to enable tbe government to carry on the, 
war, tban to pay tbe arrears of interest of the ApoUces Grandes, Ac- 
cordingly, I recommend to tbe government that if, upon a review of their 
income and their expenditure, they should have reason to believe that a 
sum can be spared to pay these debts, they should allot it to their pay- 
ment in cei'tain proportions by instalments. 

One of the consequences of the loss of credit is the increase of price of 
every article which is purchased, far beyond its real value ; by. which in- 
crease of price the seller endeavors to compensate to himself for the 
delay in receiving payment for the interest of his money during the pe- 
riod of delay of payment, and for the risk which he incurs that he will 
never he paid at all. The Governors of the Kingdom may therefore he 
satisfied that they will do strict justice to these creditors of the state, if 
they can find means of allotting a sum to liquidate their demands gra- 
dually by instalments, proportionate to the amount of their several de- 
mands'. The first step towards settlement should he to ascertain the 
amount of the debts, and this alone will increase the credit of the govern- 
ment. If it should not he possible to allot a sum to defray these debts 
by instalment, when their amount should he ascertained, I would rather 
recommend to mortgage that part of the revenues of Brazil which has 
lately been made over by the Prince Regent of Portugal to the assistance 
of this Kingdom, to raise a loan in England which should liquidate the 
whole. 

In regard to the other measures adverted to in the paper, they would 
be beneficial at any other time than the present, but at present they are 
impracticable, without mixing up these questions with those of public 
credit, which are so very delicate. The government can easily ascertain 
the truth of my opinion upon these subjects. 

Let the lands to be brought into cultivation, or the estates of the 
crown, he advertised for sale, with all the advantages proposed to be 
granted to the purchasers ; and the government will find that at present 
no man will purchase. If no man would purchase, what man would lend 
his money upon the security of these same lands, or of their produce from 
cultivation ? 

I am not acquainted with the law adverted to in the paper, which has 
for its object to prevent the exportation of specie ; hut I am apprehensive 
that it can’t he put into execution. The exporters of specie, to the great 
distress of the army, and the ruin of the country, are the Araeiican mer- 
chants, who have brought to Portugal articles of the first necessity ; these 
merchants cannot venture to take in payment bills upon England, be- 
cause the non -importation law in America would prevent them from im- 
porting into their own country the goods which they would purchase in 
England with the produce of these bills. 

They must continue, therefore, to export specie from Portugal as long 
as the non-importation law of America shall continue in force; unless 
the Portuguese government, upon finding the inconvenience of this drain 
of the precious metals, shall adopt measures to put an end to the importa- 
tion into Portugal of the produce of America. The government should 
eoiisider whether the country can do without the importation from Ame- 
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ri<» ; whe&er His Majesty’s dominions, and liis influence witli tliie Greek 
isiands and in the Barbary States, would procure for the country the 
articles of first necessity which it requires ; and if these articles can he 
procured in this manner, it is a measure of vital importance to put an 
end to the trade with America. 

To the Earl of LiTerpooL , Freneda, 29th Oct ISll. 

I think it proper to draw your attention to a subject of some importance. 
The Americans have lately been very active in exporting from Lisbon large 
sums in specie, in consequence of which the Commissary Gen. cannot 
get much for his bills. I attribute their conduct on this subject very much 
to the operation of the non-importation law. They bring provisions from 
America to Lisbon, and they were heretofore in the habit of purchasing 
bills upon the Treasury with the proceeds of their cargoes. As they can- 
not import into America any thing they should purchase in England, of 
course they are desirous of securing in specie, and of carrying home in 
that shape, the value of what they bring here, as this country produces but 
little which they want I have desired Mr. Stuart to draw the attention of 
the British government to this inconvenience, and to my view of the cause 
of it ; and to endeavor to ascertain the amount of the imports, from 
America, of food and other articles of the first necessity, in order that it 
may be seen whether Britain and Ireland, aided by tbe influence of the 
British government in the Greek islands, and with the Barbary States, can- 
not supply the Portuguese demand ; and, if it can be so supplied, we must 
prevail upon the Portuguese government to check the importation of the 
produce of America into Portugal, unless the non-importation law should 
be repealed, or some other settlement made with America. It would be 
unfortunate if any conduct of this kind were to interrupt us here, as 
we have measures now in progress to set up the Portuguese credit and 
finance, which will, in a great measure, answer the purpose ; and, by the 
rise in the value of paper money in Portugal, aid our own financial ope- 
rations. 

I have had a good deal of information lately respecting the state of the 
French armies ;*and I have no doubt but that Napoleon is much distressed 
for money. Notwithstanding the swindling mode in which his armies are 
paid, the troops are generally 10 and 11, and some of. them 12 months in 
arrears of pay. Provisions are never paid for, and it is acknowledged by 
the French officers themselves that their system has turned into a desert 
the finest provinces of Spain. I don’t believe there are 20 acres of culti- 
vated ground from the Coa to the Tormes, which the year before last was 
covered with corn. They have now ruined the vale of Plasencia, and the 
‘ Armee de PortugaV is obliged to look to La Mancha for food, Spain is 
the only country in which the French armies have ever cost any thing to 
the Imperial treasury ; and the state of the payments, and the slowness with 
which the money comes in, notwithstanding that it is well known that 
large supplies of money alone can put the armies in a state of activity, 

show how much the weight of the burthen is felt. told me the 

other day that one of the resources of the Imperial finance was the death 
of the officers and soldiers. The regiments are regularly mustered, and 
* See Appendix, No. XIIL 
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those alone whose names appear as present on the force of the roll are 
entitled to pay, for the period of the muster. Then the pay for that 
period is not issued probably for 9 or 10 months: and then those only can 
receive it who are present with the regiment. The pay of the sick in 
hospital, and of the dead (which generally amount to half the regiment in 
every campaign), becomes a saving to the Imperial treasury ; and thus a 
million of men are put into the field at the commencement of a campaign 
for the pay of 400,000 or 500,000 ! The relations of the officers and 
soldiers of the army have no claim upon what was due to their relations at 
the period of their decease 1 What do you think of this by way of a new 
system of military finance? It is impossible that this fraudulent tyranny 
can last. If Great Britain continues stout, we must see the destruction 
of it. I enclose the last morning state, from which you will see that we 
are getting better. 

To Lieut. Gen. Grahain. Freneda, 30th Oct. 181 J, 10 a.m. 

I enclose 2 letters from Don Carlos, containing an account of the 
enemy’s intention to collect a force at Trades, near Endrinal, I conclude 
with a view to realise the contribution in the Sierra de Francia. There 
is nothing new here. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart Freneda, 30th Oct. 18H, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 16th inst. 

The enemy has naturally turned his attention to the occupation of San- 
tona and Santander, as being the only stations that can be called ports on 
the northern coasts of Spain, which it may be supposed might be used by 
the British government, either for the purpose of communication with 
the guerrillas, or to interrupt the enemy’s communications with the fron- 
tiers of France from his armies in Castille. 

In Catalonia he has likewise turned his attention to the ports on the 
coast, because there is no practicable road from the frontiers of France 
through that province excepting by the coast; and in Valencia he has 
done the same, because the road from Catalonia into Valencia leads by 
Tortosa along the coast. 

But the policy and plan of the enemy’s operations don’t lead him to 
the coast; and he might he in possession of the coasts of Galicia, while 
his tenure of the province would be very insecure ; and he might be able 
to maintain himself in the province, while the allies should be in posses- 
sion of Ferrol, Coruna, the island of Aroza., and Vigo. 

It is, however, very desirable to endeavor, in case of accident, to have 
the means of communicating with the inhabitants of Galicia; but ad- 
verting to the importance and known goodness of the harbour, I have 
always been induced to consider Vigo and the Bayona islands to be the 
most important point to be secured, if it should be found impracticable 
to secure Ferrol and Coruna, It would be very desirable, therefore, if 
you would take an opportunity of examining these islands, and of com- 
paring the advantages of their situation and of that of the island of Aroza; 
and likewise the maritime advantages of the port of Vigo, with those 
of the river Aroza; and of forming some notion of the measures which 
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it would Be necessary to adopt to defend the Bayona islands, compared 
with those necessary for the defence of the island of Aroza. 

I am concerned to observe that Gen. Abadia meets with any difficulties 
from the Junta of Galicia. I have desired Gen. Alava to write to Gen. 
Castaiios upon this subject 

Some time ago the Junta of Galicia applied to me for pecuniary 
assistance, to which application I wrote them the letter of which I enclose 
the draft, which I suspect that they have never communicated to Gen. 
Abadia. I beg that you will show it to him, as some of the facts and 
principles stated in that letter may be of use to him in his discussions with 
the Junta. 

I enclose a letter, which I beg you will transmit to Longa. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 30th Oct. 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 10th and 15th, and one from Gen. 
Cooke of the 18th, and I now enclose copies of my dispatches of the 23d 
and this day, from which you will learn the state of affairs here. 

I directed Marshal Beresford to send you all the arms we could 
spare from this country, not exceeding 5000 stands. But we have no 
accoutrements. Beresford will let you know how many stands he sends 
you. 

I don’t know whether you are aware that the Spanish government are 
sending troops to America. Alava lately showed me a letter to Gastahos, 
in which great credit is taken for the activity with which this force, 
which I understood was to consist of 8000 men, was getting ready. 
They have withdrawn for this service 2 regiments of 600 men each, 
from Galicia, who had lately been completed with arms by the British 
government. This was done much against the inclination of the Junta 
and inhabitants of the province ; and much to the annoyance of Abadia, 
who appears to be going on well himself ; but he is thwarted by the Junta. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 30th Oct. 1811, 

I received last night your letter of the 26th ; and I beg that you will 
tell Dorn M. Forjaz, that so long as he conducts himself in his office with 
the fairness and zeal which have characterized his administration since I 
have been in this country, he shall have my support ; and in my opinion, 
if the Prince Regent’s promise can be relied on, his services will in 
future be favorably viewed. At all events, the continuation of the 
uncomfortable situation in which I have lately stood in respect to the 
government, can he of no use to Dom M. Forjaz. I think I should not 
have been justifiable if I had not taken advantage of the Prince’s letter 
to me, and of his recent orders respecting the military departments, to 
put an end to it; and I am much mistaken if the measure which I 
adopted will not be of as much use to Dom M. Forjaz, as to the cause in 
general, in the increase of our influence with the Prince, By showing him 
that at least on our side there is no intrigue# 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary, Freneda, 30th Oct. 1811. 

; I am sorry to tell you that Dr. Franck, the Inspector of hospitals, is so 
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unwell as to be obliged to go borne; and tbe department under bim is so 
important, that if, as I fear, be should not be able to come out again, it 
will be necessary that we should have the most active and intelligent 
person that can be found to fill his station. 

I am very unlucky in this respect. Excepting in the Q. M. G.’s departs 
raent, I have had two, and in some instances three different persons at' the 
head of every department in the army* Here have been three oflScers 
second in command : and General officers commanding divisions and bri- 
gades, and officers, have been changed repeatedly ; and there is not one 
General officer now with the army who came out with it, excepting Hill, 
and he was at home for 6 months last year ; and Campbell, and he was at 
home for the same period the year before last, and is now going again ; 
and Gen. H. Campbell, who was at home for 2 years. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 30th Oct. 1811. 

The detachment of the army of the north which was at Ledesma, moved 
from thence towards Salamanca on the 28th inst., and it is generally sup- 
posed that the enemy are about to collect a force in the neighbourhood of 
the Sierra de Francia, with a view probably to realise the heavy contri- 
bution which they have laid on the villages in that part of the country. 
Excepting that movement, the troops of the army of the north and of 
the * Armee de Portugal ’ have made none since I addressed you last. 

The last report I received from Gen. Hill was dated at Malpartida de 
Caceres, on the 26th. Gen. Girard retired from Caceres on that morning, 
and Lieut. Gen. Hill intended to move upon Aldea del Cano on the 27th. 
The overflowing of the rivers, in consequence of the rain, is the reason of 
my not having heard from him for 2 or 3 days. He will return to his 
cantonments as soon as he shall have placed Gen. Castanos’ posts, under 
the Conde de Penne Tillemur, in possession of Caceres. 

By the last accounts Which I have from Cadiz of the 18th, it appears 
that Gen. Ballesteros had retired under the guns of Gibraltar, and that the 
French were at San Roque, and had taken possession of Algeziras. Col, 
Skerrett’s detachment had arrived at Tarifa, but the Spanish detachment 
under Gen. Copons, with which it was intended to co-operate, had not 
been able to leave Cadiz on account of the weather. 

' I have received no further accounts from Valencia. 

It appears from all the accounts which I have received, that the guer- 
rillas are increasing in numbers and boldness throughout the Peninsula. 
One party, under Temprano, lately retook, at the very gates of Talavera, 
Lieut. Col. Grant of the Portuguese service, who had been taken in the 
beginning of September in Upper Estremadura, while employed in ob- 
servation of the enemy’s movements. Both the Erapecinado and Mina 
were* very successful against some of the enemy’s posts and detachments, 
when their armies were lately collected for the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
and Longa was likewise very successful in the neighbourhood of Vitoria, 
in the middle and towards the latter end of September. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 30tli Oct 181 1 . 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Marshal Sir W, Beresford, 
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containiBg Brig. Gen. Wilson’s application for permission to accept the 
honor conferred upon him by H.R.H. the Prince Regent of Portugal, 

I beg that your Lordship will be pleased to lay these letters before 
the Prince Regent, and that yon will obtain His Royal Highness’ 
authority for Brig. Gen. Wilson to wear the Insignia of the Order of the 
Tower and Sword, of which H.R.H, the Prince Regent of Portugal has 
nominated him a Commander. 

To the Eaxl of LsTerpooL Freneda, 30th Oct. 1311. 

I have the honor to enclose a memorandum, &c., showing the mode in 
which it is wished that the clothing, &c., should he made, for which I ap» 
plied to your Lordship for Don Carlos de Espaha, in my dispatch of the 
23d inst. ' 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 1st Nor. 1811, 9 a.m. 

I enclose a letter from Gen. Castahos, with its enclosure from Gen. 
Giron, which contains the only account ! have received of Gen. Hill since 
the 26th. He has done his business very handsomely. 

I likewise enclose a letter of the 28th from Salamanca, and one from 


G. O. Freneda, Ist Not. 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces is concerned to obsenre that the power of the assistants 
of theProrost Marshal of the army has, in more than one instance, been abused; and that 
officers have thought themselves authorised to send orders to the Assist. Provosts, under 
which orders abuses have been committed, contrary to the established usages and rules of 
the service, and the intentions and orders of the Commander of the Forces. 

2. The office of Provost Marshal has existed in all British armies in the field. His par* 
ticular duties are to fake charge of the prisoners confined for offences of a general de- 
scription ; to preserve good order and discipline ; to prevent breaches of both by the sol- 
diers and followers of the army, by his presence at those places in which breaches of either 
are likely to tie committed; and, if necessary, he has, by constant usage in all armies, the 
|K)wer to punish those whom he may find in the act of committing breaches of orders and 
discipline. 

3. The authority of the Provost Marshal to punish must be limited by the necessity of 
the case ; and whatever may be the crime of which a soldier may be guilty, the Provost 
Marshal has not the power of inflicting summaiy punishment for it, unless he should see 
him in the act of committing it. If he should not see the soldier in the act of committing 
the oflence of which he may have been guilty, a report must be made to the Commander 
in Chief of the arm}^, who would give such orders upon the case as might be deemed ex- 
pedient, either for further inquiry, for the trial of the soldier, or for the infliction of sum- 
mary punishment, according to the nature of the case, the degree of evidence of the sol- 
dier’s guilt, and the existing necessity for an immediate example. 

4. The duties and authorities of the assistants of the Provost Marshals attached to the 
several divisions and stations of the army, are the same as those of the Provost ; but the 
conduct of these officers and the exertion of their authority require the constant and watch- 
ful attention of the General officers commanding divisions, and of the officers command- 
ing stations, and of the stafl* officers attached to them, as that of the Provost Marshal does 
of the Commander of the Forces and of the officers of the General staff. 

5. They should attend particularly to the nature of the offences against good order and 
military discipline, of which the soldiers and followers of the army may be guilty at dif- 
ferent times and under diflerent circumstances, and to allow the Assist. Provosts to punish 
them in a summary manner, only when committed under those circumstances when 
summary punishment may be necessary for the sake of example, and in which the prevalent 
and continual commission of the particular crime may be injurious to the public service. 

6. The Commander of the Forces desires that it may be clearly understood that no offi- 
cer whatever has a right to order the Provost Marshal, or his assistants, to exercise the 
autliority entrusted to them ; nor can the Provost Marshal, or his assistants, inflict corporal 
punishment on any man, excepting they should see him in the act of committing a breach 
of orders and discipline. Their duty is, by vigilance and activity, to prevent those breaches 
winch the Commander of the Forces is sorry to observe are too common, and to punish 
those they may catch in the fact 
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Bob Carlos de Espafia, with an intercepted letter from Sotiliam. This last 
shows the object of the collection of troops at Salamanca ; and I think it 
not improbable that Dorsenne will move with the whole of the army of 
the north and the Plaseneia division of the ‘ Armee de PortugaU Indeed 
this is almost certain from the number stated in the Salamanca letter to 
he coming from. Toro. They generally diminish numbers at Salamanca ; 
but adding even the numbers stated to the 2 divisions already upon the 
Tormes, the force is a good strong one, and forms altogether no inconsi- 
derable part of the army of the north. 

I propose to endeavor to strike a blow, if possible, upon this occasion, 
and to bring the army up for that purpose. It is very desirable, therefore, 
that you should come to the front, I propose to move head quarters to- 
morrow to Guinaldo; but as you will have to cross one of the bridges of 
the Coa, notwithstanding that the river is falling, you had probably better 
lialt at Sabngal or Alfaiates ; or, if you come by the lower bridges, some- 
where hereabouts. Gen. Craufurd tells me that the Agpeda was fordable 
yesterday, but that of course was above the junction of the Vadilld. If it 
should be fordable below the junction of the Vadillo, I shall not move 
more troops to the right of the Agueda than the Light and 6th divisions ; 
otherwise I propose to collect the troops as they come up between the 
Agueda and the hills. 

I was very sorry to hear of Capt. ’s conduct. I had intended to delay 

to make any general rule on the subject of the authority of the Provost, till 
Capt. ^ ^ * should be tried, who has been in arrest above 3 months for 

misconduct of the same description. But I find that Capt. ’s is not 

the only instance that has occurred of similar misconduct and abuse of 
authority, notwithstanding the conversation which took place on this sub- 
ject, in the army generally, at the time of Capt. * ^ ^ *’s arrest showed 
that the authority and duties of the Provost were well understood, and 
rendered it probable that a similar abuse would not take place. Indeed 
this conviction, not less than the desire to leave the whole subject open for 
Capt. ^ ^ defence, induced me to delay laying down any general 
principle upon it. 

P.S, I find that the letter from Salamanca of the 28th is not from our 
friends, but from a person there to one of Bon Julian’s commanders. It 
is probable, therefore, that the report is premature ; but at all events there 
is no harm in our moving. Murray thinks that you had better cross the 
Coa at the Ponte Sequeiros, and come to Yillar Maior or Alfaiates to- 
morrow. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Preneda, 3(1 Nov. 1811, 10 a.m. 

After I had written to you the day betore yesterday, I went to the ford 
of Molino de Flores, and found that horses could pass there ; and I thought 
it most probable that even then, but certainly if the fair weather continued, 
the ford of Pastores would be practicable for every thing next morning. 
However, upon my return home, I received further intelligence, which 
showed that the proposed collection of troops would not be made, and that 
Thiebault had set out on the 30th from Salamanca, to join the troops col- 
lected from Alba, and that they were within 6 leagues of Ciudad Rodrigo 
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on tbe night of the 30th, It was useless, therefore, to move our troops, 
excepting those in front, and I thought it just possible thatThiebault might 
have been delayed, and that we might have a choice of intercepting the 
convoy, hy crossing at the ford of Pastores yesterday. We were however 
too late, as the governor and his bullocks arrived in the preceding night. 
Indeed I saw the enemy’s fires in the Sierra de Gavilanes yesterday 
morning, as I was going from hence towards El Bodon, before daylight. 

The troops which moved will return to their quarters this day. The 
enemy went off again before daylight yesterday, and took the road of 
Salamanca. 

I have not yet received Hill’s report of his affair. His brother came 
here the day before yesterday, and it appears that Hill completely sur- 
prised the enemy. He was at Alcuescar on the evening of the 27th, 
within 3 miles of them, and they did not know it ; and he moved before 
daylight next morning, and formed for the attack within 200 yards of one 
of their sentries, who did not see our troops I The result is as stated by 
Gen. Giron. The name of the General officer is ‘ Brun/ They hoped 
to take Girard. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 8d Nov* 1811. 

I beg leave to acquaint yon, for the information of the Portuguese go- 
vernment, that I have directed the Purveyor to the forces to pay the 
expenses incurred by the University of Coimbra in supplying the British 

G. O. Freneda, 3d Nov. 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests the attention of the General otKcers command- 
ing divisions, and others under whose orders Portuguese troops are serving, to the following 
orders of Marshal Sir W. Beresford regarding leaves of absence to officers iris the Portu- 
guese service. 

2. By his orders of the 25th July, Marshal Sir W. Beresford gave permission to 
General officers commanding brigades, and the Commanding officers of regiments and bat- 
talions not in brigades, to give leave to officers who were sick to go to the nearest hospital 
station ill the rear, or to Abrantes, for the re-establishment of their health ; tlmse Com- 
manding officers of brigades or regiments first obtaining the consent of the General oflicer 
commanding the division in which the brigade or regiment should be serving. 

By his G. O. of the 6th Sept, the Marshal explains the meaning of his G. O. of the 
25th July to be, * That officers commanding brigades, or regiments not in brigades, can 
give leave to officers who are sick to go only to the nearest hospital station.’ 

On the 30th Sept, the Marshal gave the following order : 

' His Excellency the Marshal, in order to avoid the inconvenience of officers quitting 
their regiments, upon leave of absence, on occasions in which their absence might be preju- 
dicial to the service; and as he is himself necessarily separated at this moment from parts 
of the army, and cannot judge of the circumstances which frequently occur to delay the 
grant of the applications uf officers for leave ; and because it is necessary that every other 
consideration should give way to the good of the service, desires that all officers, commanders 
of regiments or brigades which shall be in a division or corps under the commaaid of an 
officer in the service of His Britannic Majesty, shall make themselves acquainted with the 
opinion of the said officer, whether it would be inconvenient for the service that the request 
of a particular ofiicer for leave of absence should be granted, before they shall transmit such 
request for the decision of his Excellency the Marshal Commander in Chief of the Portu- 
guese army, and such request is not to be transmitted without the consent of the officer 
commanding the division or corps of the army in which such officer shall be serving. 

‘ This order does not authorise any person whatever to grant leave of absence ; and the 
grant of permission to officers who are sick to quit their battalions or regiments is to eon- 
tirme as regulated by the orders of the 25th July and 6th Sept.’ 

3. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests that General officers mid others 
who have officers of the Portuguese army attached to them, will ofcserve that they have not 
the power of giving leave to those officers to quit their stations, excepting under the terms 
of the MarshaFs order of the 25th July and 6th Sept, when those officers sliall be sick. 
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hospitals, tile accoTiBts wMch were eBclosed in your letter of the Hth 
Sept, with the exception of the charge for bedding and utensils taken 
froni the hospital of the city by the soldiers, which can’t be admitted, as 
the attendants should not have permitted those things to he taken away 
without making a representation on the subject to the proper authorities. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Preneda, 5th Nov. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th Oct., regard- 
ing a ration of wine for the soldiers of the regiments in the garrison of 
Lisbon, &c. 

I beg that you will inform the Commanding officers of regiments, that 
wine forms no part of the soldier’s ration when he receives fresh meat. 
It has been issued to the soldiers of the army as an indulgence, originally, 
only when they made long marches, or were exposed to bad weather ; but 
by subsequent orders of the late Commander of the Forces more frequently. 

There are reasons for continuing the issue of wine or spirits to the 
soldiers with the army, which don’t affect those at Lisbon. The pay of 
the soldiers with the army is unfortunately considerably in arrear, while 
that of the soldiers at Lisbon is regularly given to them. The former, 
therefore, have it not in their power to purchase any thing which might 
be offered for sale : the latter have not only the means of purchasing what 
they require of this description, but they can find something to purchase. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I am unwilling to burthen the public with 
this additional expense, which it does not appear to me to be necessary 
to incur. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Freneda, 6th Nov. 1811. 

I hear that measures are in contemplation to alter the clothing, caps, &c. 
of the army. There is no subject of which I understand so little ; and, 
abstractedly speaking, I think it indifferent how a soldier is clothed, pro- 
vided it is in a uniform manner ; and that he is forced to keep himself 
clean and smart, as a soldier ought to be. But there is one thing I depre- 
cate, and that is any imitation of the French, in any manner. 

It is impossible to form an idea of the inconveniences and injury which 
result from having any thing like them, either on horseback or on foot. 

— and his piquet were taken in June, because the 3d hussars had 

the same caps as the French chasseurs a cheval and some of their hussars: 
and I was near being taken on the 25th Sept, from the same cause. 

At a distance, or in an action, colors are nothing: the profile, and shape 
of the man’s cap, and his general appearance, are what guide us ; and why 
should we make our people look like the French A cocked tailed horse 
is a good mark for a dragoon, if you can get a side view of him ; but 
there is no such mark as the English helmet, and, as far as I can judge, 
it is the best cover a dragoon can have for his head. I mention this, 
because in all probability you may have something to say to these altera- 
tions; and I only beg that we may be as different as possible from the 
French in every thing. The narrow top caps of our infantry, as opposed 
to their broad top caps, are a great advantage to those who are to look at 
long lines of posts opposed to each other. 
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To.tlie ^Earl.of 'Liferpool."' Freneda, 6tb Ho?. 1811, 

I informed your LordsMp, in my dispatclies of tlie 23d and SOtli Oct., 
*bf tbe orders wliich I had given to Lieut. Gen. Hill to move into Estre- 
madura with the troops under his command, and with his progress to the 
26th Oct. 

He inarched on the 21th by Aldea del Cano to Alcuescar ; and, on the 
28th, in the morning, surprised the enemy’s troops under Gent Girard at 
Arroyo Molihos, and dispersed the division of infantry and the cavalry 
which had been employed under the command of that General, taking 
Gen. Brun, the Prince d’Aremherg, and above 1300 prisoners, 3 pieces 
of cannon, &c. &c., and having killed many in the action with the enemy, 
and in the subsequent pursuit. Gen. Girard escaped wounded ; and, by 
all the accounts which I have received, Gen. Dombrowski was killed. 

I beg to refer your Lordship, for the details of Lieut, Gen, Hill’s opera- 
tions to the 30th Oct, to his dispatch* to me of that date from Merida, 

* Lieut. Gen. R. Hill to Gen* Vise. Wellington, K.B. Merida^ 3Qth Oct. rsii. 

In pursuance of the instructions which I received from your Excellency to drive the 
enemy out of that part of Estremadura which lies b« tween the Tagus and the Guadiatia, 
and to replace the corps under the command of Brig. Gen. the Conde de Penne Villemur 
in Caceres (from which town it had been obliged to retire by the superior force of the 
enemy), I put a portion of the troop under my wdem in motion on the 22d inst. from their 
cantonments in the neighbourhood of Portal^r^ and advanced with them towards the 
Spanish frontier, ; . 

On the 23d the head of the column reacW Alburquerque, where I learned that the 
enemy, who had advanced to Aliseda, had fallen back to Arroyo del Puerco and Caceres, 
and that the Spaniards were again in possession of Aliseda. On the 24th 1 had a brigade 
of British infantry, half a brigade of Portugueae artillery (6 pounders), and rome of my 
cavalry at Aliseda; and the remainder of my cavalry, another brigade of British infantry, 
and half a brigade of Portuguese € pounders at Casa de Castillana, about a league distant. 
On the 25th the Conde de Penne Villemur made a reconnaissance with his cavalry, and 
drove the enemy from Arroyo del Puerco ; the enemy retired to Malpartida, which place 
he occupied as an advanced post with about 300 cavalry and some infantry, his main body 
being still at Caceres. On the 26th, at daybreak, the troops arrived at Malpartida, and 
found that the enemy had left that place, retiring towards Caceres, followed by a small 
party of the 2d hussars, who skirmished with his rear guard. I was shortly afterwards 
informed that the whole of the enemy’s force had left Caceres, but the want of certainty as 
to the direction he had taken, and the extreme badness of the weather, induced me to halt 
the Portuguese and British troops at Malpartida for that night. The Spaniards moved on 
to Caceres. 

Having received certain information that the enemy had marched on Torremocha, I put 
the troops at Malpartida in motion on the morning of the 27th, and advanced by the road 
leading to Merida, through Aldea del Cano and Casas de Don Antonio, being a shorter 
route than that followed by the enemy, and which afforded a hope of being able to intercept 
and bring him to action, and ! was here joined by the Spaniards from Caceres. On the 
march I received information that the enemy had only left Torremocha that morning, and 
that he had again halted his main body at Arroyo Molinos, leaving a rear guard at Albala, 
which was a satisfactory proof that he was ignorant of the movements of the troops under 
my command. I therefore made a forced march to Alcuescar that evening, where the 
troops were so placed as to be out of sight of the enemy, and no fires were allowed to be 
made. 

On my arrival at Alcuescar, which is within a league of Arroyo Molinos, every thing 
tended to confirm me in the opinion that the enemy was not only in total ignorance of my 
near approach, but extremely oft’ his guard ; and I determined upon attempting to surprise, 
or at least to bring him to action, before he should march in the morning, and the necessary 
dispositions were made for that purpose. The town of Arroyo Molinos is situated at the 
foot of one extremity of the Sierra de Montaneh®, tibe mountain running from it to the 
rear in the form of a crescent, almost every where inaccessible, the two points being about 2 
miles asunder. The Truxillo road runs round that to toe eastwaM, 

; The road leading from the town to Merida runs at right angles with that from Alcues- 
car, and the road to Medellin passes between th(^e to Truxillo and Merida, the giouncis 
over which the troops had to manoeuvre being a plain thinly scattered with oak and cork 
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a copy of whicli I enclose, I have frequently had the pleasure to report 
to your Lordship the zeah and ahility with which Lieut. Gen. Hill had 
carried into execution the operations intrusted to his charge; and I have 
great satisfaction in repeating my commendations of him, and of the brave 
troops under his command, upon the present occasion, in which the ability 
of the Gener«.l, and the gallantry and discipline of the officers and troops, 
have been^conspicuous. 

I send, with Gen. HilPs dispatch, a plan of the ground and of the opera- 
tions on the 28th Oct., by Capt. Hill, the Genei’aPs brother and aide de 
camp, who attended him m the action, and will be able to give your Lord- 
ship any further details which you may require, I beg leave to recom- 
mend him to your protection. Lieut. Gen. Hill has since returned to his 
cantonments at Portalegre, having left Gen. Castahos’ troops at Caceres. 

It would have been useless for Gen. Hill to push his operations beyond 
the Guadiana, as Drouet, with the other division of the 5th corps, would 

trees. My object of course was to place a body of troops so as to cut off the retreat of the 
enemy by these roads. 

The troops moved from their bivouac near Alcuescar about 2 o’clock in the morning of 
the 28tb, in 1 column, right in front, direct on Arroyo Molirios, and in the following order: 
Major Gen. the Hon. K. Howards brigade of infantry (1st batt. 50th, 71st, and 92d regts., 
and one company of the 60th) j Col. Wilson’s brigade (1st batt. 2«Sth, 2d batt. 34th 
and 39th regts,, and one company of the 60th); 6th Portuguese regt. of the line, and (>th 
caqadores, under Col. Ashworth; the Spanish infanti*y under Brig. Gen. Morillo; Major 
Gen. Long’s brigade of cavalry (2d hussars, 9th and 13th light dragoons) ; and the Spa- 
nish cavalry, under the Conde de Penne Villemur. They moved in this order until 
within half a mile of the town of Arroyo Moliiios, where, under cover of a low ridge, the 
column closed, and divided into 3 columns. Major Gen. Howard’s brigade, and three 6 
pounders under Lieut. Col. Stewart, supported by Brig. Gen. Morillo's infantry, the left ; 
Col. Wilson’s brigade, the Portuguese infantry under Col. Ashworth, two 6 pounders and 
a howitzer, the right, under Major Geu. Howard ; and the cavalry the centre. 

As the ^y dawned a violent storm of rain and thick mist came on, under cover of 
which the columns advanced in the direction and in the order which had been pointed out 
to them. The left column, under Lieut. Col. Stewart, marched direct upon the town. 
The 71st, one company of the 66th, and 92d regts., at quarter distance, and the 50th in 
close column, somewhat in the rear, with the guns as a reserve. The right column, under 
Major Geu. Howard, having the 39th regt. as a reserve, broke off to the right so as to turn 
the enemy’s left, and having gained about the distance of a cannon shot to that flank, it 
marched in a circular direction upon the further point of the crescent, on the mountain 
above mentioned. The cavalry under Lieut. Gen. Sir W. Erskine moved between the 2 
columns of infantry, ready to act in front or move round either of them as occasion might 
lequire- 

The advance Qf our column was unperceived by the enemy until they approached very 
near, at which moment he was filing out of the town upon the Merida road ; the rear of 
his column, some of his cavalry, and part of his baggage being still in it. Due brigade of 
his infantry had marched for Medellin an hour before daylight. 

The 71st and 92d regts. charged into the town with cheers, and drove the enemy every 
where at the point of the bayonet, having a few men cut down by the enemy’s cavalry. 

The enemy’s infantry, which had got out of the town, had, by the time these regiments 
arrived at the extremity of it, formed into 2 squares, with the cavalry bn their left. The 
whole were posted between the Merida and Medellin roads, fronting Alcuescar; the right 
square being formed within half musket shot of the town, the garden walls of which were 
promptly lined by the 71st light infantry, while the 92d regt. filed out and formed line on 
their right, perpendicular to the enemy’s right flank, which was much annoyed by the 
well directed fire of the 7l8t. In the mean time one wing of the 50th regt. occupied the 
town and secured the prisoners, and the other wing along with the three 6 pounders skirted 
the outside of it; the artillery as soon as within range firing with great efihct upon tiie 
squares. 

Whilst the enemy was thus occupied on his right, Major Gen. Howard’s column con- 
tinued moving round his left; and our cavalry advancing and crossing the head of the 
column, cut off the enemy’s cavalry from his infantry, charging it repeatedly, and putting 
it to the rout. The 13th light dragoons, at the same time, took possession of the enemy’s 
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liave retired befofe Mm ; and equally so to remain at Merida* He would 
not have maintained Ms position beyond the Guadiaiia, and he would 
always have been liable to a hurried retreat by a movement of a superior 
enemy to the bridge of Badajoz. Neither could he have remained at 
Merida without increasing the difficulty and espense of the subsistence of 
the troops, and augmenting the distance from, and rendering more diffi- 
cult the communication with, this part of the army. I therefore desired 
him to return to Portalegre as soon as he should have put Gen, Castanos* 
troops in possession of Caceres, 

After I had written to your Lordship on the 30th Oct, I received 
information on the 31st that the enemy were making preparations for the 
collection of a large corps at Salamanca, and for their march in this 
direction, with a view to convoy in safety a new governor, and a further 
supply of provisions and stores, to Ciudad Rodrigo, of which preparations 
the movement from Ledesma, reported in my dispatch of the 30th, was 
a part. 

artillery: one of the charges made by two squadrons of the 2d hussars and one of the 
9 fch light dragoons was particularly gallant; the latter commanded by Capf. Gore, and 
tile whole under Major Busche of the hussars. I ought previously to have mentioned that 
the British cavalry having, through the darkness of the night and the badness of the roads, 
been somewhat delayed, the Spanish cavalry under the Coride de Penne Villemur was on 
tliis occasion the first to form upon the plain and engage the enemy, until the British were 
enabled to come up. 

The enemy was now in full retreat, but Major Gen, Howard’s column having 
gained the point to which it was directed, and the left column gaining fast upon him, 
he had no resource but to surrender, or to disperse and ascend the mountain. He 
preferred the latter; and ascending near the eastern extremity of the crescent, and which 
might have been deemed inaccessible, was followed closely by the 28th and 34th regts., 
whilst the 39th regt. and Col. Ashworth’s brigade of Portuguese infantry followed round 
the foot of the mountain by the Truxillo road, to take him again in flank. At the same 
time Brig. Gen. Morillo’s infantry ascended at some distance to the left with the same 
view. 

As may be imagined, the enemy's troops were by this time in the utmost panic ; his 
cavalry was flying in every direction, the infantry threw away their arms, and the only 
eilbrt of either w as to escape. The troops under Major Gen. Howard’s immediate com- 
mand, as well as those he had sent round the point of the mountain, pursued them over 
tiie rocks, making prisoners at every step, until his own men became so exhausted and few 
in number, that it was necessary for him to halt and secure the prisoners, and leave the 
further pursuit to the Spanish infantry under Brig. Gen. Morillo, who from the direction 
in which they had ascended had now become the most advanced ; the force Gen. Girard 
had with him at the commencement, which consisted of 2,500 infantry and 600 cavalry, 
Ijeing at this time totally dispersed. In the course of these operations Brig. Gen, Camp- 
bell’s brigade of Portuguese infantry (the 4th and 10th regts.), and the 18th Portuguese 
infantry, joined from Casas de Don Antonio, where they had halted for the preceding 
night; and as soon as I judged they could no longer be required at the scene of action, T 
detached them with the brigade consisting of the 50tb, 7lst, and 92d regts., and Major 
Gen. Long’s brigade of cavalry, towards Merida; they reached San Pedro that night, and 
entered Merida ibis morning ; the enemy having in the course of the night retreated from 
hence in great alarm to Almendralejo. The Conde de Penne Villemur formed the ad- 
vanced guard with his cavalry, and had entered the town previous to the arrival of the 
British. 

The ultimate consequences of tliese operations I need not point out to your Lordship ; their 
immediate result is the capture of one General of cavalry (Brun), one Colonel of cavalry 
(the Prince d’Aremberg), one Lieut. Colonel {Chef d’Miat Major)^ one aide de camp of 
Gen. Girard, 2 Lieut. Colonels, one coinmmaire de guerre, 30 Captains and inferior officers, 
and upwards of 1000 men, already sent ofl’ under an escort to Portalegre ; the whole of 
the enemy’s artillery, baggage, and commissariat, some magazines of corn, which he had 
collected at Caceres and Merida, and the contribution of money which he had coliectod on 
the former town, besides the total dispersion of Gen, Girard’s corjB. The loss of the enemy 
in killed must alsohave been severe, while that ou our side was compai-atively trifling, as ap- 
pears by the accompanying return, in which your Lordship will lament to see the name of 
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The reports received on the 31st afforded ground for belief that the 
army of the north, with one diyision of the ^ Armee de Portugal^ were 
to he assemhled upon this occasion, and I was therefore induced to make 
arrangements for collecting our army on the right of the Agueda to 
attack them ; but the heavy rains which had fallen just at this period 
filled the Agueda, and the fords were no longer practicable; and the 
enemy took advantage of this circumstance to effect their object, by 
means of one division of infantry, and about 600 cavalry. 

The new governor of Ciudad E-odrigo, Gen. Barrie, moved from Sala- 
manca on the 30th Oct., and, on the 1st Nov., at night, arrived at Ciudad 
Rodrigo, escorted by one division of infantry, and 600 cavalry, collected 
from their cantonments on the Upper Tormes, and brought with him a 
considerable number of cattle for the garrison. The state of the fords of 
the Agueda, till the morning of the 2d, prevented our troops from 
making any movement to prevent his communication with the place, and 
the enemy had marched on their return before daylight. 

I have before now described to your Lordship the river Agueda as a 
military feature in this country. It is difficult for an army to pass this 
river at any time ; but the only road by which it is practicable for an 
army to pass to the eastward, when the rains have filled the rivers, is by 
the bridge of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and the torrent of water in the Agueda 
during the rains is of that description, that it is impossible to overcome 


Lieut. Strenuwitz, aide de camp to Lieut. Gen. Sir W.Erskine, whose extreme gallantry led 
him into the midst of the enemy’s cavalry, and occasioned his being taken prisoner. 

Thus has ended an expedition which, altnough not bringing into play to the full extent 
the gallantry and spirit of those engaged, will, i trust, give them a claim to your Lord- 
ship’s approbation. . No praise of mine can do justice to their admirable conduct, the 
patience and good will shown by all ranks during forced marches in the worst weather, 
their strict attention to the orders they received, the precision with which they moved to 
the attack, and their obedience to command during the action. In short, the manner iu 
which every one has performed his duty, from the first commencement of the operations, 
merits my warmest thanks, and will not, l am sure, pass unobserved by your Lordship. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir W, Erskine 1 must express my obligations for his assistance and 
advice upon all occasions. To Major Gen. the Hon. K. Howard, who dismounted and 
headed his troops up the difficult ascent of the Sierra, and throughout most ably conducted 
his column ; and to Major Gen. Long, for his exertions at the head of Ids brigade, I feel 
myself particularly indebted. I must also express my obligations to Col. Wilson, Col. 
Ashworth, and Lieut. Col. Stewart, commanding brigades, for the able manner in which 
they led them. 

Lieut. Col. Cameron. Lieut. Col. the Hon. H. Cadogan, Lieut. Col. the Hon. A. Aber- 
cromby, and Lieut, Cols- Fenwick, Muter, and Lindsay, Majors Harrison and Busche, 
Major Park (commanding the light companies), and Capt. Gore (commanding the 9th 
light dragoons), Major Hartmann, commanding the artillery, Lieut. Col. Grant and Major 
Birmingham of the Portuguese service, Capt. Arriaga of the Portuguese artillery (whose 
guns did so much execution), severally merit my warmest approbation by their conduct ; 
and I must not^ omit to mention the exertions made by Brig. Gen. Campbell and his 
troops to arrive in time to give their assistance. Gen. Giron, the chief of Gen. Castahos’ 
stafl, and second in command of the 5th Spanish araiy, has done me the honor to accom- 
pany me during these operations, and I feel much indebted to him for his assistance and 
valuable advice. Brig. Gen. the Conde de Penne Villemur, Brig. Gen. Morillo, Col. 
Dowme, and the Spanish officers and soldiers in general, have conducted themselves in a 
manner to excite my entire approbation. 

Having now, I hope, accomplished the object of your Lordship’s wishes with the troops 
under my command, I shall give them one day’s rest at this place, and then return towards 
the Portuguese frontier for the purpose of replacing them in cantonments. 

To Lieut. Col, Rooke, A. A. G., and Lieut. Col. Ofleny, A. Q. M. G., for the able 
manner m which they have conducted their departments, and also for the valuable 
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this obstacle. I hope, however, soon to have the means of passing the 
river in the state in which it is nsnaily in winter. 

According to the last accounts of the 22d Oct, which I have received 
from Cadiz, Gen. Ballesteros was still encamped under the guns of 
Gibraltar. No attack bad been made upon Tarifa; but the Spanish 
troops, under Gen. Copons, had not arrived there. 

The enemy had made a second attack upon Saguntum, in Valencia, on 
the evening of die 8th Oct, but had been repulsed, it is stated, with con- 
siderable loss; and it was believed that Marshal Suchet was about to 
retire. 1 have since heard of the march of 9000 men by Calatayud on 
the 21st Oct, by one channel, on their return from Valencia; by another, 
that they were going to join Marshal Suchet from Aragon. 

It is possible that he may have been obliged to retire by the want of 
provisions; and the second attempt to obtain possession by storm of a pst 
against which he had not broken ground, affords a hope that he was dis- 
tressed in this manner; but I have no doubt that the French have the 
means of increasing their force in Valencia to the amount stated, witliout 
detaching from the army of the north, the ^ Armie de Portt^/ and 
the army of the south, which are kept in check by us. 

In the mean time, I see by accounts of the 11th Oct., from Valencia, 
that Gen. Blake began to feel distress for the want of provisions, and of 
money to purchase them. 

No movement has been made in the north since I wrote to your Lord- 
ship last 

assistance and advice which I have at all times received frotn ttem ; to the officers of the 
A. G. and Q, M. G, departments*, to Capt. Squire, Royal Engineers, for his intelligence 
and indefatigable exertions during the whole operations ; and to Capt. Currie aiid my 
personal staff, my warmest thanks are due. 

This dispatch will be delivered to your Lordship by Capt. Hill, my first aide de camp, 
to whom I beg to refer your Lordship for all further particulars. 

P.S. Since writing the above report a good many more prisoners have been made, and 
i doubt not but the whole will amount to 1300 or 1400, 

Bvig. Gen. Morillo has just returned from the pursuit of the dispersed, whom he followed 
for 5 leagues. He reports that, besides those killed in the plains, upwards of 600 dead 
were found in the woods and mountains. 

Gen. Girard escaped in the direction of La Serena with 200 or 300 men, mostly without 
arms, and is stated by his owm aide de camp to be wounded. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the corps of the army under the immediate 
orders of Lieut, Gen. R. Hill, in the action with the French army, near Arroyo Molinos, 
on the 2Sth Oct. 1811, (See Appendix, No. XIV.) 
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To the Earl of Liverpool, ' Freheda, 6th Nov. 1811, 

I enclose a letter^ from Gen. Hill, wMch, besides bis dispatch, shows 
his wishes regarding his officers. I particularly recommend to your pro- 
tection his brother, Capt. Hill; and I hope that the Commander in Chief 
will promote Ms aide de camp, Capt. Currie. 

It would be particularly agreeable to me, if some mark of the favor of 
H. R. H. the Prince Regent were conferred upon Gen. Hill; his services 
have been always meritorious, and very distinguished in this country, and 
he is beloved by the whole army. 

At the passage of the Bouro, he commanded the detachment which 
first crossed the river, after Gen. Paget was wounded, which maintained 
itself against all the eiforts of Soult’s corps; and he commanded a divi- 
sion, distinguished himself, and was wounded in the battle of Talavera. 
He has since commanded a separate corns of this army; he has shown 
the greatest ability in all the movements which he has made; and 


^ Lieut. Gen. R. Hill to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. Merida, sotli Oct. lsii. 

In my report wHck accompanies this, I have endeavored to give your Lordship as 
faithful a detail of the occurrences of each day as possible ; and I have to request that 
should your Lordship deem the advantage I have gained over the enemy of sufiicient con- 
sequence to send an officer to England with the report of it, my first aide de camp, Capt. 
Hill, may be the bearer of it. 

Never did troops behave better than those which your Lordship has been pleased to place 
under my command, and I do feel they are deserving of any mark of approbation your 
Lordship may feel disposed to confer on them, either by selecting individuals for promotion 
or otherwise, as to your Lordship may appear most suitable. I beg, however, clearly to be 
understood, I have held out nothing of the kind to them. 

I do again most strongly recommend to your Lordship’s protection my aide de camp, 
Capt. Currie, of the 90th regt., an officer of 18 years’ active service. From the manner in 
which your Lordship was plea^ to favor the late memorial of this officer, I have reason 
to hope he has been promoted before thisj but as there may be a delay, I will thank your 
Lordship to insure his promotion by a second application. To the and indefatigable 
exertions of Capt. Squire, Royal Engineers, I shall ever feel indebted, and 1 do most 
strongly recommend him for that promotion which is so justly due to his merits and to 
the service. I can assure your Lordship that his knowledge of the Spanish language has 
enabled me to co-operate most cordially with the Spaniards, and that his military know- 
ledge has contributed very much to our late success. Lieut. Bayley, 31st regt., D. A, A.G., 
has been long usefully employed on the Staff of this corps of the army. He is an officer of 
1 1 years’ standing, and I strongly recommend him for promotion. 

I am happy to add that the greatest harmony subsisted amongst the allied troops 
during our late operations, and that nothing could exceed the good will and friendly 
disposition of the inhabitants of the district through which we passed. I mention it as a 
singular instance of fidelity and patriotism, that although the inhabitants of Alcuescar in 
general, as also those of Arroyo MoHnos, knew of the arrival of the allied troops in the 
vicinity of the former place on the night of the 27th, not a man could be seduced from his 
duty, and the enemy remained in total ignorance of our neat approach. On the other 
hand, I was correctly informed of every thing going on in Arroyo Molinos during the 
night. 

In writing my official report I found it difficult to state the distinct services of some 
officers, from the nature of our operations ; but I am sure your Lordship will be pleased 
to hear of the extreme good conduct of Gol. Cadogan and Col. Abercromby, two officers of 
the greatest promise. The conduct, too, of Gen. Howard has been uniformly praiseworthy. 
The Marquis of Tweeddale has evinced great zeal and personal bravery, and several other 
officers of the Staff distinguished themselves. I cannot in Justice omit Capt. Blaquiere of 
tlie 60th regt., who went into the town of Arroyo Molinos in the night of the 27th, and 
brought me the most correct information of the enemy’s situation. The Commissariat 
departTneiit has been well conducted by Mr, Routh, considering the. circumstances under 
which he acted. 

Lieut. Hillier, of the 29th regt., who has been employed on the reconnaitring service for 
some time past, has been extremely useful on this occasion, from his intimate biowledge of 
the country which we passed and of the Spanish language. 
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nobody could have been more successful than be has been in bis late 
operation. 

In recommending Hm, as I do most anxiously, I really feel that there 
is no officer to whom an act of grace and favor would be received by the 
army with more satisfaction than on Gen. Hill. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 6th Nov. iSll. 

I enclose the last morning state. You 11 see that the number of sick 
is diminishing ; and although the troops look ill, particularly the new 
comers, they are certainly improving in health. It is astonishing how 
much the climate has affected the new regiments ; the dragoons, in par- 
ticular, cannot produce half the number of men for duty that the old 
regiments can. 

I am sorry to say that I am about to lose some valuable assistance in 
officers. The Commissary Gen,, Dr. Franck, and Gen. Pakenham are 
obliged to go home on account of their health. 

P.S. I conclude that you know that the Due d’Aremberg is one of the 
Imperial family, and a member of the Confederation of the Rhine; hut 
lest you should not, I mention it. He married Mad”** Tascher, who is 
related to the Empress Josephine; and there was a grand ceremony at 
Paris on the occasion of his wedding, as for the marriage of one ‘ de la 
famille.’ 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 7th Nov. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th Oct. from 
Merida, and I congratulate you upon the success of your expedition into 
Estremadura. 

I beg leave, at the same time, to return you my thanks for the zeal and 
ability which you have manifested in carrying into execution the measures 
which I had recommended to your attention in that province, and I request 
you to take an opportunity of assuring the General officers and troops 
under your command, that I have perused with the greatest satisfaction 
your report of the patience, perseverance, gallantry, and discipline, of their 
conduct throughout the late expedition; and that I have not failed to make 
my sense of these qualities known to H.R.H. the Prince Regent, and to 
H.R.H. the Commander in Chief, as well as to the Portuguese government. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, Sth Nov. 1811, 10 p.m. 

I have just received your letter of the Ith, 4 p.m. Churchill did not 
arrive till the afternoon of the 6th, hut the delay did not signify, as I 
stopped the packet, and your brother could not arrive at Lisbon till late 
on Sunday, or even Monday, on account of the same cause, the badness of 
the horses on the road. I have likewise perused your letter to Lord 
FitzRoy Somerset of the 7th ; and you will have heard from Churchill, that 


A. G. O. Freneda. 8th Nov. 1811. 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests that the Commanding officers of regiments 
will send a return to the A. G. office, as soon as possible, 'specifying the number of 
masons, of carpenters, of sawyers, of blacksmiths, and of wheelwrights there are ihe 
legiments under their command respectively. 
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I coBciiired in tlie arrangements yon bad made respecting Bran’s carriage^ 
the gnns, and the horses or mules for them. 

The money which remains should he given to Gen. Castanos. The 
Prince d’Aremherg is a great card, being a member of the Confederation 
of the KMne, and a Prince of the Imperial family ; that is to say, married 
to Tascher, Josephine’s niece, who was to have been married to Fer- 
dinand ¥IL You should take care, therefore, that in any communications 
he has with his brother, or other officers, he has the attendanee of .a sharp 
English officer, and the sooner he is sent off the better, ^ 

I send you cartels for the exchange of Lieut. Strenuwitz and Capt. Nixon, 
for Lieut, Du Bourg and Capt Margen ; and take care that our officers are 
atyour |>osts when the French officers are sent in, otherwise they will play 
you the tricks they did to me last winter about Percy and Carden. In 
respect to Mackworth, he is a Lieutenant, and I cannot allow a Captain to 
go in exchange for him ; but you may name any Lieutenant of those you 
have taken in exchange, for whom I will give Mackworth a cartel, and the 
officer you will name shall either he sent to France, or back to the army ; 
I should prefer the former. If this will not suit, I will write to England, 
that a Lieutenant may be sent back to France in exchange for Mackworth, 
and when I shall know his name, I will give Mackworth his cartel. 

Tell Capt. Larchier that I am sorry 1 cannot allow him to go, hut that 
I will write to the Commissioners in England to desire that they will ex- 
change him by the earliest opportunity, I beg that you will inform the 
Comte d’Erlon,* that with every desire to oblige him, I am much concerned 
that a regard for the interests and honor of my own country, and of the 
officers and soldiers placed under my command, will prevent me from com- 
plying with his desire that the Prince d’Aremberg, Col. Hudry, and the 
chefs de bataillon, Veiten and Voirol, should return to the French army 
on their parole ; that I am concerned to state that the Commissioners for 
prisoners in England have informed me that they have sent to France 
several officers prisoners on their parole, not one of whom has ever returned, 
nor has the same indulgence ever been extended to British officers pri- 
soners in France. 

I am sorry to add to this statement, that in the course of 3 years, during 
which I have been opposed to the French armies in the Peninsula, the 
French Generals have not allowed one officer to come back upon his parole, 
excepting Lieut. Mackworth, who was allowed to return by the Marechal 
Due de Raguse. 

I beg you also to inform the Comte d’Erlon, that I have received with 
the greatest concern the accounts which have reached me of the ill treat- 
ment of the prisoners of the allied British and Portuguese army taken by 
the French army of the south. He, who has served in the ‘ Armee de 
Portugal,^ knows how I have treated the French officers and soldiers who 
have fallen into my hands, and how many of them I have saved; indeed, 
nobody ought to know this better than Marshal Soult ; yet I am sorry to 
say, that the officers and soldiers who have been taken by the army of the 
south have been treated most shamefully. 

I observe Brito’s intelligence regarding Soult’s movement, which has 
* General Drouei 
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ceftamly been occasioBed 1>y yours; however, you are in safety, and you 
have now only to attend to the instructions I sent you to watch the enemy’s 
movements upon Campo Maior and Ouguela, and endeavor to ascertain 
the exact strength of the enemy in Estremadura; and I may probably re« 
quest you to try what you can do with them again. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 8th Nov. 1 811. 

I have received your letter of the 22d, and I enclose the copy of my last 
dispatch and its enclosure ; and likewise a private letter from Hill. He 
has done his business very well. I have desired him to give the guns, 
mules, and money taken from the enemy to Castahos, so that the Spaniards 
will be in very good humor with us for a day or two. 

I believe we bad at one time more than 17,000 sick and wounded, but 
TfOOO to 8000 of them were wounded. I never saw any army so unhealthy. 
Every man that came out from England went to the hospital immediately 
after, if not before, he joined the army, and several of the old Walcheren 
cases appeared again. We lost but very few, and they are now reco- 
vering, but we have still 14,000 in the hospitals. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever, that I have sent home about 1000 effective men in 3 weak regiments, 
we have 3000 men lit for duty more than we had when the French were 
here in September. 

The sickness of our army might as well not have appeared in the 
Spanish newspapers. But the liberty of the press, as it is called, at Cadiz, 
is as prejudicial to us as something of the same kind is in England. 

Lardizahal’s story affords a curious commentary upon the modern no- 
tions of liberty. The Cortes began wrong, and they will never he right 
till they constitute a stout executive government, and have sense enough 
to confine themselves to be a branch of the legislature. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 8tb Nov. 1811. 

You will have seen my answer to the Portuguese government on one 
point of the Prince’s letter about Oliven^a; viz., to order that the Portu- 
guese flag might be kept flying there. In point of fact, the Portuguese 
and Spaniards were fighting there when the place was taken, and I arrived 
at Elvas last April, which matter I settled by ordering out the Portuguese, 
and desiring Castanos to take possession of the place. The other point I 
did not touch upon ; because, in a discussion with the Portuguese govern- 
ment, I have no concern with His Majesty’s arbitration of their claim 
upon Spain, that Oliven^a shall be restored to them. 

But what is the nature of this claim, and what is Great Britain to arbi- 
trate ? The claim is one upon the good will of Spain, as Oliven^a was 
ceded by treaty, as formally as Trinidad w^as ceded by treaty to us. There 
is no difference about the treaty which Great Britain could arbitrate ; hut 
His Majesty will have to use his influence with Spain to make the restora- 
tion. His Majesty must take care that Spain does not on the same 
grounds require from him the restitution of Trinidad. 

In respect to Dom M. Forjaz, it is my opinion that he ought to confine 
himself, in his letter of justification to the Prince, to the charges contained 
in the Prince’s letter to me, without alluding to private reports, &c. of his 
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■beitig the cause of my being on a bad footing with the government, ft is 
difficult to say wbat will be successful and wbat otberwise, in these govern 
ments of intrigue ; but in my opinion, the broad distinct line is the best. 
The Prince accuses him of want of zeal and love for his service, and of 
disobedience to his orders ; and not of fomenting differences. 

It is difficult, excepting by protestation, to prove the negative of the 
first two charges; and in respect to the last, I should recommend him to 
defend himself as I have defended him, hy saying that he is the officer of 
this government, and can neither obey nor disobey, excepting hy their 
orders, and beg that his Royal Highness will descend to facts, or justify him. 

In regard to other points, he ought not to refer to them, or suppose it 
possible that he can he charged with causing or fomenting differences. 
They may clear him of the formal charges in the letter of the Prince to 
me, which is all that is on record against him ; hut if I know them at all, 
they never will allow that I could have quarrelled with Principal Sousa, 
if I had not been misled by Dom M. Forjaz. I alone can set that matter 
right, which I shall do in my answer to Bom M. Forjaz, which I shall send 
him in English. 

P.S. By the bye, is it wished that I should answer Nogueira’s paper? 

To Col. Lobo. Freneda, 9th Nov, 1811. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Lieut. Hay, who lately 
passed through Abrantes in charge of the French General, Eenaud, who, 
it appears, having occasion to complain to the Juiz de Fora that the 
General’s servants were robbed, was sent for by the Juiz, and abused and 
ill-treated by him. 

It is always my wish to support the authority of the Portuguese civil 
magistrates, hut I am sorry to say that they in general conduct them- 
selves in so arbitrary and improper a manner towards the officers of the 
army, that it is impossible for me to interfere in their favor. 

In this case the French General’s servants were robbed in the house of 
the Juiz de Fora, and what was so natural as to suspect that the Juiz de 
Fora’s servants had committed the robbery ? Is it offensive to a magis- 
trate in whose house an officer is robbed, to inform the magistrate that 
his servants are suspected ? Is suspicion proof ? Or is there any thing 
in such a statement which ought to disturb the temper of a reasonable 
man to such a degree as to induce him to call an officer before him to 
insult him? The fact is, that if the civil magistrates of the country ex- 
pect the support of authority, they must conduct themselves as magis- 
trates ought, and protect officers and others from robbers ; and I must 
say that if there had been any civil police in Abrantes, the French General 
could not have been robbed in the house of the Juiz de Fora. 

I beg that you will communicate these my sentiments to the Juiz de 
Fora of Abrantes. 

To Lieut, Gen. Hill. Freneda, 9tli Nov. 181 1. 

I have not written to you since the 22d, as I had nothing new to in- 
struct you, and I would not interrupt yom' operations. Nothing could 
be more satisfactory to me than all that you did, and I am happy that 
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I bad determined to send borne your brother with tbe report of your 
transactions, before I bad beard that it was your wish that I should do so. 
He and Churchill will tell you bow we are going on here. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Freneda, 9th Nov, 1811, 10 a.m, 

I have written to Gen. Graham, to request that the board of officers 
may see tbe horses which he and his staff received from the lots sent out 
for the officers of the cavalry ; and I shall he obliged to you if you will 
desire Col. Elley to fix the time at which he will see them. 

I am very much concerned to hear such bad accounts of tbe — th light 
dragoons. It is difficult enough, God knows, to find forage for a regi- 
ment of cavalry any where ; but it is not impossible, as the officers of 
other regiments have proved. 

All depends upon the diligence and attention to their duty of the 
officers; and I can only say, that if any circumstances exist in the — th 
regt. to render them less efficient than other regiments, I must take their 
horses from them, and give them to other regiments who will take care 
of them, and send the regiment to Lisbon to do duty there, and eventually 
to England. 

I shall be sorry to be obliged to adopt these measures by a regiment of 
which I have reason to entertain a good opinion ; but dragoons are worse 
than useless if their horses and appointments are not taken care of, and 
we must get rid of all of this description. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Pero Negro, 10th Nov, 1811. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th 
ult., with enclosures, which I transmitted to Aclm. Berkeley, and I beg 
leave to enclose his answer upon the subject of ships of war carrying 
money to and from Lisbon. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General.* Freneda, 11th Nov. 1811. 

I am sorry to enclose a report which I have received from the ^th 
division regarding the want of bread by tbe troops. I shall be obliged to 
you to let me know from what magazine those troops draw their supplies ; 
how that magazine was supplied according to the last returns ; and what 
means of transport there are at the disposal of the Commissaries of the 
•ith division, particularly of Mr. Carey. 

It is very desirable that the troops should have at all times in their 
cantonments 6 days’ bread and 6 days’ corn. Accidents from the swelling 
of rivers would then be avoided; and in case- 1 should have occasion to 
move the troops, it would not be impossible, from want of bread and com 
with them. I shall be obliged to you if you will let me know, also, how 
tbe several divisions of infantry, regiments of cavalry, brigades and troops 
of artillery, now stand for supplies. 

To Gen. Don Carlos de EspaSa. Freneda, llth Nov. 1811. 

I have bad tbe honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the llth 
inst., and I have ordered Lieut. Reid,t of the Royal Engineers, to 

* Now Sir J. Bissett, K.C.H. f Col. Reid, Lieut. Governor of BermutM. 
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proceed to joor Excellency’s iiead quarters, in order to obey such 
orders as you will give him respecting mining the bridges of Yecla and 
Cerralvo, 

I concur entirely in the opinion of your Excellency regarding the im- 
portance of these points, whether with a view to offensive or defensive 
operations ; and I would occupy them, only that I find it impossible to 
support my troops from the magazines, at a greater distance from those 
magazines than they are at present* 

If I had the command of money, to pay in ready money for all the sup- 
plies which a division or larger body of troops would consume in advance 
of the Agueda, it might not he inconvenient to occupy the Yeltes and 
Huelva with one of our divisions, which would effectually secure the 
points referred to. But I cannot at all times command ready money, and 
the people in Spain, however well inclined, will not part with their sup- 
plies without ready money; and it is impossible for me to pretend to 
supply a division at such a distance in advance from the magazines. 
Under these circumstances, whatever may be the inconvenience resulting 
from the enemy being in possession of the passages of those rivers, we 
must he satisfied with adopting measures to secure them which may not 
prove adequate to their object. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill. Freneda, 12th Nor. 1811. 

lam much distressed by Strenuwitz’s coming away; however, as he 
had more reason than another to be alarmed for the consequences of stay- 
ing with the French, I excuse in him what I would not excuse in another. 
However, we must put the best appearance on the transaction that we 
can, and I beg you to write to the Comte d’ Erl on, and tell him that as I 
had already signed and sent to you the cartel for Lieut. Du Bourg, I 
would not withdraw it, hut desired that that officer might be sent hack in 
exchange for Lieut. Strenuwitz ; that 1 beg, however, to protest against 
the notion that an officer who is under charge of a guard is bound, by any 
implied parole, not to make his escape from that guard ; that the contrary 
has been admitted in a late correspondence which I have had with Mar- 
shal the Due de Raguse, and that the French General officers may depend 
upon it, that as long as they continue the hitherto unheard of mode of 
confining officers under a guard, and not leaving them at liberty upon 
their parole, they must expect that they will take advantage of the favor- 
able disposition of the people of Spain to make their escape. 

I enclose a cartel for Strenuwitz, to he given to himself, 

77ie A.G, to Lieut. Col Rooke^ A.A.G.^ %d division. 12th Nov. 1811, 

In reply to your letter of the 10th inst., containing explanations of the reasons 
that men of the 2d division have been sent into hospital without proper returns of 
their necessaries, I am to acquaint you that the facts stated are not satisfactory 
to the Commander of the Forces. His Excellency considers there ought to be at all 
times a roll of the necessaries of each soldier, and when such soldier goes to 
hospital, all that is necessary is for his Captain to ascertain that such soldier has 
his necessaries as specified in the roll, and to send a copy of it to the hospital. 
This would not take two minutes’ time for any man, and might and ought to be 
performed under any circumstances. The consequence of the omission to perform 
this duty is, that the Purveyor at the hospital cannot take charge of the soldier’s 
necessaries; they, as well as the arms and accoutrements, are lost and the soldier 
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wlicn lie recovers, becomes useless, excepting as a batman, imtil be can be com- 
pletely refitted. 

To Major Geo. Alex. Campbell. ^’reneda, i 3th Nov. 1811. 

I see that Col. has published bis letter in answer to mine on tbe 

affair of tbe Barba de Puerco, I imagine garbled in tbe usual Jacobin 
style, and preceded by a statement, tbe meaning of wbicb is (as far as I 
can understand it) to insinuate that I, or my friends, baye published my 
letter. I write in hopes that this will catch you at Lisbon, to intreat you 
on no account to be drawn into a war in tbe newspapers with this fellow. 

To Lieut, Gen. Hill. Freneda, 13th Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letter of tbe 11 tb, and I enclose a cartel for Lieut, 
Mack worth in exchange for Lieut. Miramon. I write to desire that 
Lieut. Miramon may be sent from England to France, in exchange for 
Lieut. Mackwortb. Pray desire tbe latter not to throw himself unneces- 
sarily in the way of being taken, till Lieut. Miramon can have arrived in 
France, which will be in about 3 weeks. As you have written to Drouet 
that you would send Du Bourg for Strenuwitz, it is scarcely worth while 
to write the letter which I recommended to you yesterday. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 13th Nov. 1811. 

1 was pretty certain that the establishment of the militaiy chest and 
other measures were delayed by tricks. If they execute the former mea- 
sure as I intended, it is quite disconnected with all others, and there is no 
reason whatever for its delay, excepting to give time for the operation of 
intrigue in Brazil. 

I don’t know what plan had for Exchequer bills and the fabri- 

cation of paper. I have also a 'p)lan for Exchequer bills, hut not at 
Lisbon, where they would ruin us and the Portuguese government also. 
As for paper, they must positively fabricate no more. 

is a very extraordinary personage : at the same time that he was 

in ecstasies of admiration of Mr. Pitt’s plans of finance, the foundation 
of which is credit acquired by honest and plain dealing, and he urged 
these plans, right or wrong, upon this bankrupt government ; he was 
urging upon them likewise all the wild, revolutionary plans of America 
and France, fabrication of paper, selling of crown lands, mortgaging 
estates of emigrants, &c. 

I enclose the draft^ of my letter to the Portuguese government about 
Oliven^a. The Princess Carlota appeal's to get on apace. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Fretieda, 13tb Nov. 3811 

By the accounts which I have received from Cadiz of the 29th Oct , it 
appears that the enemy had retired from Algeziras and San Roque on the 
night of the 21st Oct. Gen. Ballesteros had pursued their rear guard, 
against which he had some success. 

Col. Skerrett conducted with great judgment the detachment of British 
troops, of which he had the command at Tarifa, and his movements 
towards the enemy’s communications must have shown them the imprac- 
* This draft is missing. 
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ticabilitj of tlieir remaining in the position which they had talcen. The 
service on which Gol. Skerrett’s detachment was sent from Cadiz having 
been effected, I propose to suggest to Major Gen. Cooke the expediency 
of re-calling it, and the regiment de Watteville will he sent to its destina- 
tion forthwith. 

I have received no further intelligence from the eastern coast since I 
addressed your Lordship on the 6th inst. I learn from intercepted letters 
that the enemy have accounts that the army of Murcia had moved upon 
Cuenca, with a view to co-operate with the guerrillas, in intercepting the 
communications of Suchefs corps; and it is reported that there has been 
a general insurrection in Aragon, since the troops have been withdrawn 
from that kingdom for the expedition into Valencia; hut of this I have 
no certain accounts. 

Nothing important has occurred either in Estreraadura since Gen. 
Hill returned to his cantonments, or in this quarter since the governor 
arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo. The enemy have augmented their force in 
Estremadura, but I imagine only with a view to introduce in security a 
convoy into Badajoz, as I understand that they have barricaded the streets 
of Merida since Gen. Hill withdrew from thence ; and likewise those of 
Marta. 

It is reported that there are troops in movement towards Benavente, 
but I have not any intelligence of these movements on which I can 
depend. 

It appears that the country on both banks of the Tagus as far up as 
Aranjuez has been made over by the Emperor to Marshal Marmont, for 
the support of the ^Armee de PortugaV This arrangement has reduced 
the King to the greatest distress, as the produce of that country was all- 
that he had to depend upon; and he was actually subsisting upon the 
money produced by the retail sale of the grain forcibly levied upon the 
people. This grain having been thus levied and sold by the King, has 
been seized again by Marmont’s orders, and taken from the people who 
had purchased it from the King’s magazines, who have been informed that 
the King had no right to sell it ! 

To tlie Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 13th Nov. 1811. 

In consequence of the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of the 8th Aug., 

directing me to order the Commissary Gen. to pay to , Esq., 

the sum of £517 10^., I considered it proper first to inquire whether Mr. 

had received any money from any of the pay departments, British 

or Portuguese, in this country; and I have the honor to enclose a letter 
which I have received on the subject from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, 
stating that Mr. received, besides his pay as a in the Portu- 

guese service, from January to June, 1809, and an allowance for pur- 
chasing horses and mules, a sum amounting to 1,200,000 or 

£337 10^. sterling, from the late Colonel of the Covilhao militia, for 
which sum he has not accounted. 

I beg to receive your Lordship’s directions whether I shall order that 
sum to be paid to the widow of the Colonel of the Covilhao militia, and 
that Mr. — — may receive the balance of his demand of £577 10.^. 
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To the Earl of LwerpooL Freneda, 13th Nov. 1811 • 

I send jou the last morning state of the army in the held, and the last 
fortnight’s state of the British army. 

I likewise enclose a very curious intercepted letter, which was in 
cipher, from Marmont to Foy,^ which shows how these gentry are going 
on; in fact each Marshal is the natural enemy of the King and of his 
neighbouring Marshal. Pray take care that this letter is not made 
public, as it would disclose that we have the key of the cipher. 

We laugh at the distresses of the French, and enjoy their robberies and 
frauds to relieve them, but we are in great distress ourselves ; however, if 
you have sent me the Exchequer bills which I desired to have, I think I 
shall he able with their assistance, and by the operation of certain financial 
measures which I have prevailed upon the Portuguese government to 
adopt, to do something. 

I refer you to the statement of our financial situation, which the Com- 
missary Gen. sends home this day, which is indeed nearly the same as 
that which I sent you in August; and I beg you to attend particularly to 
what I stated in a recent letter respecting the purchases of bullion at 
Lisbon by the Americans. Seven weeks have elapsed since the date of 
our last accounts from England. 

To Major Dichson, R.A. Freneda, I4th Nov. 1811. 

I believe that our train and stores, and the means of moving them, are 
in the following situation. 

The Engineer’s stores, with the carts and bullocks, ready to move ; the 
gun bullocks at Lamego, but the guns at Villa da Ponte ; the ordnance 
stores, powder, shot, &c., at Villa da Ponte, hut the carts, &c., employed 
by the Commissary Gen. I beg that you will order what there are the means 
of moving to proceed by regular easy stages to Almeida, and that you will 
send to Mr. Boyes for the bullocks to draw the guns ; and as soon as they 
arrive, let them proceed likewise to Almeida. The ordnance stores must 
he left where they are, till the means of conveyance for the Engineer’s 
stores can be sent hack to convey them by trips to Almeida, as I fear that 
* See Appendix, No. XIII. 


G- O, Freneda, 14tli Nov. 181 1. 

10. The Commander of the Forces trusts that the example of Lieut. will induce 

the officers of the army to consider the performance of tlieir duty as their first object, from 
which their attention ought not to be diverted by any idle views of amusement at Lisbon, 
or elsewhere. ■ 

11. A moment’s reflection on these subjects, on which it was Lieut. — ^ — ’sduty to reflect, 
w^ould have convinced him that the soldiers of his company would sutler the greatest incon- 
venience from his taking with him from the regiment their money ; and the Commander of 

the Forces is concerned to observe, from the whole of Lieut. ’s conduct, and from his 

having omitted to this moment to replace the money which he had improperly taken away, 
tliat he had determined in the first instance to avail himself of any idle excuse to go to 
Lisbon for his amusement, for which the company’s money was to give him the means of 
paying the expenses. 

12. Lieut. ’s proceeding from Abrantes to Lisbon, on the alleged recommendation 

of Dr. , was equally irregular and consistent with the rest of his conduct ; he ought 

to have known that he could not with propriety remain absent from his regiment, on account 
of sickness, without the permission of the Commander of the Forces, founded on the pro- 
ceedings of a Medical board, ordered to assemble in consequence of a report to the Com- 
mander of the Forces of the bad state of his health. 
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it will be impossible to take the cars from the commissariat for that ptir- 
pose. However, if Mr. Boyes is of opinion that they can be taken with- 
out inconvenience, I have no objection ; and the ordnance stores for the 
train may come on as fast as there shall be means of conveyance for them. 

Let the company of artillery move with such part of the equipment as 
you may think proper. 

To Major Gen. Coolce, Preneda, 15th Nov. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters to the 6th inst., and I 
entirely concur with you in the approbation which you have expressed of 
the conduct of Col. Skerrett up to the 2Ist Oct., when the enemy retired 
from his position at San Roque. 

It is not my wish or intention to interfere with your discretion in 
detaching troops from Cadiz. When first I detached troops from this 
array to that station, I ordered that they should not quit the limits of the 
harbor ; but the events of the war in that quarter may render it expedient 
that a detachment should be made from Cadiz, and there may not be time 
to receive ray opinion upon the measure. In deciding upon measures of 
this description in future, however, I wish you to advert to the following 
points. 

1st; That the object for which you detach the troops is specified, and 
important in itself. 

2diy; That there is a prospect that the detachment of the British 
troops to he sent will have the desired effect. 

3dly ; That they shall be at all times in secure communication with 
their shipping ; for which their Commanding officer must be held respon- 
sible under his instructions, whatever may be the orders he may receive 
from the Spanish General officer under whose command he may he 
placed. 

4thly ; That the British troops detached shall act together in a body 
under the immediate command of their own Commanding officer. 

When you made the detachment to Tarifa, all the points above recited 
appeared to me to have been attended to. But I would beg you to 
observe, that, as soon as the French retired, the object for which Col. 
Skerrett was sent was accomplished ; and he has remained for no specified 

G. O. Preneda, 15th Nov. 1811. 

1. The frequent well-founded complaints made by officers commanding regiments of the 
detention of non-commissioned officers and soldiers at the hospital stations, as attendants 
upon the hospitals, induce the Commander of the Forces to refer the Commanding officers 
of the several hospital stations to his G. O. of the 23d Oct. 1810, and to desire that the 
principles of that order may be applied to the stations under their command respectively. 

2. They are immediately to make out a list of the names of those non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers whom it is necessary should be employed as ward masters, store- 
keepers, and attendants upon the several hospitals ; which lists are to be sent to the A. G., 
and they will be published in G. O., for the information of the regiment to which the non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers belong, if the Commander of the Forces should ap- 
prove of them. 

3. The Commanding officers at the several hospital stations are forbid to detain any 
non-commissioned officers, or soldiers, whose names should not appear in those lists as 
attendants upon the hospitals. If an additional number of attendants of any description 
are required upon the hospital, application must be made for them, specifying their names; 
and if the Commander of the Forces should concur in the necessity of this additional 
attendance, his o ders will be given in the G. O. for the information of all concerned. 
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object I would therefore suggest to you^ that if there is bo specified 
object for his remainiBg any longer, he should be withdrawn. 

The consequences of his remaining under existing circumstances, must 
be to involve him and his detachment in the operations of Gen. Balles- 
teros, which, if they have a specified object, that General, even with the 
assistance of the British troops, has not the means of accomplishing ; and 
the British detachment must in the course of these operations be exposed 
to be cut off from the shipping. 

These operations may be very useful to the cause, and highly creditable 
to Gen. Ballesteros, even though they may not have a specified object, or 
may not be successful. But it was not my intention when! detached prt 
of the army to Cadiz, nor is it the intention of the British government, 
that any detachment of His Majesty’s troops should take part in those 
operations. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 15th Nov. 181 L 

I have received your letters to the 6th inst., and I now enclose my last 
dispatch. 

I write by this opportunity to Gen. Cooke, to suggest to him the ex- 
pediency of drawing back CoL Skerrett’s detachment. I know the Spa- 
niards well, and particularly Ballesteros. They will never stop till they shall 
have lost that detachment. It may have been very proper to send it to 
secure Tarifa, or for any special object, taking care that its communication 
should he always secure with the sea coast. But it will not answer to 
allow our troops to remain in search of adventures, under the guidance of 
such men as Ballesteros. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 15di Nov. 1811- 

I think it proper to transmit to your Lordship the copy of a letter which 
I have written to Major Gen. Cooke, in regard to CoL Skerrett’s detach- 
ment. 


77ie A.G. io Lieut, Coi, , — light dragoons, 15th Nov. 1811. 

The A. A. G. of the cavalry having complained of the extreme irregularity in 
the transmission of the returns of the regiment under your command, in addition 
to having required an explanation of the circumstances from the officer command- 
ing the brigade, and the Brigade Major, I am further directed by the Commander 
of the Forces to inform you, that, from the late reports, he is afraid there must be 
some gross neglect in the interior of the — light dragoons, and that he shall be 
concerned to he obliged to take public notice of the regiment, but that you may 
expect he will do so. 

The A.G, io Major Gen, , cavalry, 16th Nov. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a report I have received from the A. A. 0. of the 
cavalry, and I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to observe that the 
irregularity in the transmission of returns must be owing to some neglect in the 
interior of the regiments, or to the inattention of the Brigade Major to his duty. 
You will he pleased, therefore, to investigate the causes of the delay complained 
of, and report to me thereon for his ExceUency’s information. 


To His Excellency C. Stuai't, Frened% 16th Nov 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 12th, and I now return Dom M. 
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Forjaz’s papers. I agree that the last, nay, that all the papers in No. 4y 
allude pretty clearly to him ; hut excepting the last, they have all been 
answered. 

The question is, what is Dom M. Forjaz’s object ? I suppose to remove 
from the mind of the Prince the notion that he caused and promoted a 
misunderstanding between the Governors of the Kingdom and me, and to 
obtain from His Eoyai Highness an acknowledgment of the erroneous 
judgment he had formed upon that subject. This object is legitimate, and 
I think it one which Dom M. Forjaz ought to endeavor by all prudent 
means to accomplish. 

The next question is, what are these means? I must say, not the topics 
into which he has entered in his letter of the 8th Nov., addressed to the 
Governors of the Kingdom. In that letter, he has entered not only into 
the origin and cause of the misunderstanding, but has shown much more 
clearly than I was ever able to show, that I had, that the people of this 
country had, and that the Prince had, most just ground for complaint of 
the Bishop and the Principal. But I would ask, is the Prince a person 
upon whom such a representation is likely to have any effect ? Does Dom 
M. Forjaz believe, that when I and the British government have failed in 
prevailing upon him to examine fairly these same circumstances, he is 
likely, even with his stronger statement, to produce a different result? 

G, O. Freneda, 16 th Nov. 1811 . 

1. All the masons in the British and Portuguese regiments in the 6tb division, and in 
the regiments of Gen. Pack's brigade, are to be sent to Almeida, on Monday ; those of the 
6th division under charge of an officer, those of Gen. Pack's brigade under charge of a 
non-commissioned officer, where they are to work till the following Sunday, and to return to 
their regiments on Monday. On Sunday the 24th inst. these masons are to be relieved by 
the masons in the British and Portuguese regiments in the 4th division, and by the masons 
ill the regiments of Col. M‘Mahon’s brigade, under charge of an officer and non-commis- 
sioned officer; and these are to be relieved again on Sunday the 1st Dec. by the masons in 

^ the 6th division and in Gen. Pack s brigade, and the relief is to be made weekly in the 
same manner. 

2. The officers and non-commissioned officers in charge of these men must be paid their 
working money before they quit the fort, when relieved. 

3. This order is not to interfere with the execution of the order of the 7th Oct. regarding 
the working parties of the 6th division for Almeida; only that the number, instead of being 
400, is to be 360, of which one half English and one half Portuguese. 

m at at Oft at ^ 

5. The Commander of the Forces has seldom read the details of an officer's conduct 
which has given him so much cause for disapprobation and disgust as those which appear 
respecting the conduct of Mr. — ■ — on the proceedings of the General Court Martial. 

6. Having been employed on duty at the fort of Peniche, he set at defiance the Go- 
vernor, and all the Portuguese authorities in that place ; be beat the people employed under 
him, and insulted the inhabitants of the fort by conduct and language which a gentleman 
ought not to have used. 

7. Tlie people of Portugal have in no instance shown their forbearance and good nature, 

their gratitude for the benefits they have received from the British nation, and their consi- 
deration for the follies of an individual, to a greater degree than in the case of Mr. 

But the Commander of the Forces is determine that those qualities shall not be taken ad- 
vantage of, by any individual, to their annoyance and injury ; and he declares that if he did 

not atti-ibute much of the conduct of Mr. to thoughtlessness and levity, he would 

recommend that he should be dismissed from His Majesty’s service. 

8. The Commander of the Forces requests Major Gen. Peacocke to read to Mr. -- — this 
reprimand for his conduct ; his suspension from rank and pay is to take place from this 
day ; and the Commander of the Forces requests the Commissary Gen. will hereafter employ 
Mr. ■ — — in a situation in which his conduct will be under the inspection of one of the su 
perior officers of the Commissariat. 

9. He likewise requests that Mr. ■, of. the Commissariat, may be removed from 

Peniche. 
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Win not his statement be contradicted, and all kinds of misstatement and 
sophistry be used to conceal the truth from the Prince, in this case, in the 
same manner as the same arts were used to blind him in regard to the 
statement transmitted by me a year ago ? What will be the consequence? 
If the Prince takes any official notice of his paper, it will he to repeat the 
accusation that he caused the misunderstanding ; and probably he will add 
to it that, after it had been reconciled, he endeavored to foment it again. 

The worst of this accusation will be, that the world, who never half in- 
form themselves of those matters on which they will pronounce a judg- 
ment, will sanction with their opinion this decision of the Prince. I would 
therefore recommend to Dom M. Forjaz to leave out of his letter of the 
8th Nov. all that I have marked with pencil, and in lieu thereof, to write 
what I state in the enclosed paper. This will probably bring a fair answer 
from the Prince, and there will be an end to the business. He may depend 
upon it, that the other mode will not accomplish his object. 

P.S. 1 think also the words which I have marked, in regard to the Conde 
de Linhares, might as well be left out of the letter, as pointing at a motive 
for Linhares’ conduct which, however true the allusion may be, had better 
not he made on this occasion. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 17th Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 13th, and I hope that you are as sorry 
to leave us as I am to lose your co-operation in our task. I was in hopes 
that I should have had your assistance till the end of the war; but if you 
are to go, government could not make choice of a successor whose appoint- 
ment will be more agreeable to me. 

I am particularly sorry to lose you for the concern on which you are 
going, as I agree with you in thinking, that you will effect no good pur- 
pose.* I shall send you the copy of a letter which I wrote to my brother 
Henry some time ago upon this subject, which will shov/ you what I 
thought about it. 

I hope it is yet possible that you will not go. The Spaniards never 
more than, half consented to our mediation, and that only upon a condition 
with which it is impossible that our government can comply. If they 
don’t now relish the measure, they will get rid of it by the usual way,— by 
delay ; and in the mean time, I hope that you will not quit your present 
station. 

P.S. I send you the copy of my letter to my brother, f which I beg you 
to return, as it is the only one I have. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 18th Nov. 1811, 9 a.m. 

I just write to mention that I hear from Austin of a collection of troojjs 
at Seville, which Victoria likewise mentions in a foolish letter which I have 
from him. 

Attend to Ouguela and Campo Maior in the first instance, and if Soul t 
should be too strong for you in Estremadura, which I should think he can 

* Mr. Stuart had been named as Chief of a Commission to settle tlie dis|Mites between 
S| lain and the Spanish American colonies. 

t See letter to the Et. Hon. H. Wellesley, 14th July, 1811, p. 157. 
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scarcely be, mi you cannot bold tbe position of Portalegre, you have your 
instractioBs where to fall back. 

P.S. If you don’t already correspond with Austin, you had better 
do so. 

J%e AM, io Major Gm, ifaVj 5/^ dimmn» 18th Hov. 1811. 

Your letter of the 15tli Nov. and its enclosures have been laid before the Com- 
mander of the Forces, and I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of 
Major Gen. Walker, that his Excellency can never adopt any measure founded 

upon the idle conversation of 2 officers at the Paymaster General’s. Capt. 

was ordered to remain at Oeiras in charge of the depdt, by the sanction of the 
Commander of the Forces; and his Excellency is to Judge of the relative import- 
ance of his services there, and with the 2d hatt. 30th regt, and, being responsible 
for all, decides that he shall remain on his present duty. 

I am further directed to remark upon the extreme impropriety of an officer com- 
manding a regiment calling the Captains together, or allowing them to assemble 
or remonstrate upon a subject of the nature referred to, in the memorial trans- 
mitted, arising from idle conversation between 2 other officers. You will he 
pleased to make these sentiments known to the parties concerned. 

To > — , Head Quarters, 20 th Nov. 1 SI I. 

I have received your 2 letters, and I concur with you in thinking that 
the only mode in which you can expiate the injury which you have done 
to your country, by aiding a cruel foreign enemy to invade it, is by giving 
me every intelligence in your power. If you do give me such intelligence, 
I will endeavor to procure for you a pardon for your offences ; but it must 
he real intelligence, of a useful description, and sent with celerity, and 
frequently. 

If you will point out the person at Alcantara through whose hands the 
money is to he sent to you, I will send it, or will adopt any other mode 
you will point out of supplying you. I gave the bearer of your letters 12 
dollars, and I shall reward any person you may employ to bring me letters. 

Memorandum for the Commissary General, Freneda, 20th Nov. 1811. 

In consequence of the difficulty of procuring carts for the service of the 
army in the country, Mr. Kennedy and I had arranged that a number of 
bullock carts should be constructed, to he drawn by bullocks belonging 
to the public, and to be driven by persons hired into the public service for 
that purpose. The patterns of the carts are fixed upon, and they are about 
to be constructed at Almeida, at Lisbon, and in England, and, if possible, 
at Oporto and Vianna. The total number required is 800. Of this num- 
ber under 200 will be constructed at Almeida. The number which can 
be constructed at Lisbon, Oporto, and Vianna, must depend upon the 
quantities of materials at those places respectively. As, however, some of 
these carts will soon be finished, it is desirable that as soon as possible the 
establishments of drivers and bullocks for them should be formed. 

Mr. Kennedy and I had settled that the carts should he formed into 2 
grand divisions, each consisting of 400 carts, to be superintended by an 
officer of the commissariat; each grand division to he farmed into 8 
divisions of 50 carts each, to he superintended by a commissariat clerk; 
and each division to be formed into 2 brigades, each brigade to consist 
of 25 carts. To diw these carts there should he 54 bullocks, that is, 
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2 bullocks for each cart, and 4 spare bullocks attached to the brigade. 
The establishment of people attached to the brigade to load the carts, and 
drive and take care of the bullocks, should he, one capaiazj at per 
diem; one smith, at per diem; 9 men, at 2 peseitas per diem; and 
14 hoys, at one pesettaper diem. These allowances to he besides their 
rations. 

The bullocks must be shod ; and the officers of the commissariat at- 
tached to the grand divisions and divisions should he directed to supply 
iron, &c. for that purpose to their divisions y and the carts must be 
greased, as the wheels are upon iron axletrees; and they must likewise 
supply grease. When the bullocks work, it will he necessary tiiat they 
should receive, besides their forage, about 2^ lbs. of barley, or Indian 
com, or rye, every day. 

The first measure to be adopted, with a view to the execution of the 
measure, is to form one grand division of the officers and people to take 
charge of it. The officer of the commissariat should be appointed to it; 
and one or two clerks, in the first instance, to take charge of divisions in 
the grand division; and the capatmes, Bmiths, md drivers, should be 
hired to take charge of the cattle. 

The cattle should then be made over to them and shod ; and tliey should 
be collected in convenient places for shelter and forage till the carts 
should be prepared for the work. Yokes of the common kind should 
also he prepared. 

It would likewise be necessary that sheds should be built to hold the 
bullocks of one division at every stage on the road between Raiva and 
Celorico, and at Celorico, in order to give them cover in the winter. 
The stages need not be less than 4 leagues, and should not exceed 
leagues. 

Memorandum for the Commissary General. Freiieila, 20th Nov. 1811. 

The difficulties which the army already experience from the want of 
provisions, notwithstanding the number of mules employed in transporting 
provisions, point out the necessity of examining, very particularly, into 
the mode in which those mules are employed, and into the principles on 
which this branch of the service ought to he conducted. 

The original formation of the commissariat of this army was one As- 
sistant Commissary, with his separate establishment of clerks, means of 
conveyance to each brigade of infantry, to each regiment of cavalry, to 
each troop or brigade of horse or foot artillery, to the head quarters of 
the army, and to the reserve artillery. 

The brigades of infantry of the army were afterwards joined together 
in divisions of 2 brigades, with a brigade of artillery, and a Portuguese 
brigade of infantry attached, but the establishment of the commissariat 
was never altered. When the British commissariat was charged, in the 
month of March last, with the supply of the Portuguese troops, there was 
no alteration of this establishment. The increase of business, and the 
necessary separation and allotment of supplies, rendered it expedient that 
one person should be at the head of the commissariat in each division, 
and a Deputy Commissary was appointed to superintend the duties of 
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some divisions, while those of others were superintended by the senior 
Assistants with the brigades in the division. 

It is desirable that this distribution of employment should continue in 
the commissariat, and that the means of transport for all the troops should 
be founded on a supposed distance of 12 leagues from the magazine. 
The mules will go this distance loaded in 3 days, and unloaded in less 
time; and it may be reckoned that the supply will be kept up at this dis- 
tance, by allowing them 6 days to perform it, and allowing, in addition to 
the numbers required for the supply, one sixth of the number of mules 
to be spared. 

Each mule should be made to carry, on account of the public, 200 lbs., 
and, besides this load, he should carry bis own corn going from and re- 
turning to the magazine, which is 5 Ihs. per diem^ or 30 lbs. for the 6 
days. Upon this calculation a mule should carry biscuit for 6 days for 
33 men ; rum for 6 days for 100 ; rice for 6 days for 200 men ; corn for 
6 days for 3 horses, and 20 lbs. over. 

The Assist. Commissaries attached to brigades of infantry and of foot 
artillery, and to troops of horse artillery, should therefore have placed at 
their disposal a number of mules in proportion to the number of men and 
animals they supply with provisions and forage calculated upon the above 
mentioned principles. 

The Portuguese brigades of infantry serving in the British divisions 
have, or ought to have attached to them, mules to carry 3 days’ provi- 
sions. This is only half the number required, and these I believe are 
very incomplete. The state of these mules should be inquired into by the 
Deputy or Assist. Commissary at the head of the department in the divi- 
sion; and there should be placed at the disposal of the Deputy or Assist. 
Commissary, a sufficient number of mules to supply the Portuguese 
troops in the division, calculated upon the same principles as for the 
British troops. The expense of these mules will of course he charged to 
the Portuguese government in the expense of feeding their troops. 

There is attached to each division of infantry and to the cavalry, a 
number of mules to carry musket and carbine ammunition, and there are 
many in the reserve of the artillery. These ought to be used, when the 
army halts, to carry from the depots their own supplies of corn and pro- 
visions. As they receive only 5 lbs. of corn per diem, one sixth of their 
number will supply their corn, and hut little more their bread. The 
bargain with them is that they are to carry ammunition only, hut I have 
no doubt that they would be glad to carry the corn for their mules, in 
order to be more certain of a regular supply. 

In regard to the regiments of cavalry, the necessity of keeping them 
amply supplied with forage induced Mr. Kennedy to allot to each regi- 
ment a mule for every two men and horses which the Commissary at- 
kched to it had to supply. This number is rather more than would he 
allotted to a regiment of cavalry, to keep up its supply at a distance of 
12 leagues, upon the calculation above stated for the infantry and artil- 
lery; but it is better that the arrangement should continue as he has 
settled it. 

The means of transport of the ariny being once arranged upon tliis 
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determined principle, it will be easy afterwards to apply them as may be 
thought most expedient. Some of the troops being nearer the magazine 
than 12 leagues, their surplus means of transport might be applied either 
to keep the magazines complete, or to form an entrepot at a convenient 
distance for the use of those which are most distant, or in such other 
manner as the Commissary Gen, may think proper, observing always to 
keep the proportions for the supply of a certain body according to the 
distance the mules have to go, and the time they will take going the 
distance. 

Thus, a mule 6 days going and returning will supply 33 men with 
bread; 5 days, 40 men; 4 days, 50 men; 3 days, 66 men; 2 days, 100 
men ; and as the number may be diminished in proportion as the distance 
decreases, so the number must he increased in proportion as the distance 
from the magazine increases. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Freneda, 20th Noir. 1811, noon. 

I enclose a letter from Major Gen. Craufurd, to which I beg to draw 
your particular attention. 

I request you to let me have a return of the number of mules employed 
with the Light division, and Capt. Ross’ troop of horse artillery; and a 
return of the number of persons and animals receiving rations in that 
division and the troop. Likewise the state of the magazines at Celorico, 
between the 10th and 20th inst. 

To the Rt. Hon. the Secretary at War. Freneda, 20th Not. 1811. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 21st ult., requesting me to 
inform you of the grounds upon which I had determined that no deduc- 
tions for rations should be made from the pay of persons holding the situ- 
ation of Assistant Provost Marshal ; and I beg to acquaint your Lordship 
that I have always considered persons so employed to be entitled to the 
same advantages as Staff officers, whose pay, according to the book of 
General Regulations (p. 64), is not liable to deduction on account of 
rations. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 20th Nov. 1811, 

I have nothing to tell you in addition to what is contained in the enclosed 
dispatch, excepting that since I sent it off I have received a Madrid Ga- 
zette of the 10th, which contains a proclamation of Blake’s to the city of 
Valencia, of the 26th, from which it appears that he was beat on the 
25th, having left the town to endeavor to raise the siege of Saguntum ! I 
suppose Mahy had joined him before the action. 

There is nothing new from England to the 15th Oct, 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 20th Nov. 181 L 

I have received a report that Gen, Ballesteros had made a second suc- 
cessful attack upon the enemy between Bornos and Xerez on the 5th inst. 
The details of this affair have not reached me, but I have no doubt that it 
took place, and that its result was favorable to the Spanish troops. 

There is a report in the Madrid Gazette^ that Marshal Suchet had beat 
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Gen. Mahy between Lim and Valencia on the 25tb Oct., and taken pri- 
soner Gen. Maby, whose corps were dispersed. ^ It was also stated that 
Marshal Sucbet bad summoned Valencia on tbe 2l^tb* These reports 
donT appear to be official, and they are contradicted by other reports from 
Madrid, and by other reports which I have received from the soath, which 
state that Suchet has been obliged to retire into Aragon. l am not exactly 
apprised of Gen. Mahy’s plan of operations, or of the time of his inarch ; 
but it appears to me that on bis approach to Valencia, be would not have 
been on tbe line between Liria and Valencia, bnt on tbe right of tbe Cbelva. 

Tbe last letters which I have received from Mr. Wellesley are dated the 
6th inst., and he had not then received the accounts of Gen. Ballesteros’ 
last success, nor of affairs in Valencia since the 11th Oct. 

No movement of any importance has taken place in Estremadura or in 
this quarter since I addressed your Lordship on the 13th inst. By a letter 
of the 11th, from Sir H. Douglas, I learn that accounts had been received 
on tha.t day from the Junta of Mondonedo, stating that the enemy had 
entered Oviedo on the 6th inst. 

I am afraid that the Spanish division in the Asturias had left the passes 
of the mountains unguarded, otherwise it is impossible that the French 
could have reached Oviedo without opposition, and that the first intelli- 
gence of their movement should have announced their arrival in that city, 
and should have been received from the Junta of Mondonedo. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 20th Nor. 1811. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s dispatch 
pf the 1st Oct. (No. 61), and I beg leave to acquaint you that the regi- 
ments named in the margin (the 29th, 85th, and 97th) sailed for England 
some time ago. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 20th Nov. ISIl. 

I enclose the last weekly and morning states. The capture of the Prince 
d’Aremberg has occasioned a request from the Marquesa de Cruz, that 
an endeavor might be made to exchange him for the Marques de S**" Cruz, 
a Grandee of Spain, who was seized by Buonaparte at Bayonne, I believe 
in 1808, and has been confined ever since in a fortress in Italy. It would 
he very desirable, if possible, to effect the exchange of the Marques de 
S*“ Cruz ; hut I don’t recommend that the Prince d’Aremherg should be 
given for him; he is too great a card to be so thrown away. Besides, I 
should suppose that if government were disposed to allow him to return 
to France in exchange for any person not an officer, they would name Lord 
Beverley. 

The A. G. to fK Eogg^ Esq.^ Depufg Inspector of hospital. 20tii Nov. 1811. 

I have the honor to return you the letter of Mr. Gunson, Purveyor to the 
Forces, which has been laid before Lord Wellington, and I am directed to acquaint 
you that his Excellency does not see where the difficulty arises in respect to Mr. 
Gunson receiving the funeral expenses of soldiers dying in general hospital. 
The mode of this payment to be made, and the amount, is clearly laid down in my 
letter of tbe 6th June, 1811 ; and unless Mr. Gunson can particularly state where 
exists the difficulty, and the cause of it, the Commander of the Forces is not 
aware that it is at all necessary to put anything further in G.O. on the subiect. 
(See G.O., 10th Oct. im:) f 
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To J. BIsb^ Es§., Commissary Geseral. , . Freoeda, 2l8t Not. 1811, 9 4 . 11 . 

I receive last BigM your letter of &e 20th, and its enclosures, which I 
return. 

Upon the examination of the stSte of the means with the Light division, 
to the demands for supplies, on the principle of the memorandum which 
I sent you yesterday, it appeexs that they have 4*136 men, which number 
would require 

Mules to supply them with bread at 12 leagues . . . 144 


with spirits . . . . . . , 48 

with rice, &c. . . . . . . 24 


216 

And they have 398 horses, whose com would require • • 116 

■.',■332 


To this add spare one for every six • , • , . • . 55 

387 

Number with the division , . , , . . . * . 340 

Wanting . . * . . . , . . , . . . . 47 


I imagine that the muleteers and their mules, as well for carrying pro- 
visions as for carrying ammunition, are included in the number of 4736 
men, and of 398 horses. If that is the case, it will turn out that this 
division is well supplied with means of transport. 

In respect to Capt. Ross’ troop, they have, including muleteers, 243 
men, requiring mules 


For bread 71 

For rum . 24 

For rice . . . . . . 12 


107 

And they have 206 horses, requiring mules . . . . 69 


176 

To which add spare one for every six , . . . . . 29 

205 

They have . . . . . ... . . . . . 97 

Wanting .............. 108 


It is obvious, however, that the muleteers, probably, for the ammunition 
of the division, are included in the number of men, and, probably, of 
horses, in this return, and therefore they may he complete. I have gone 
into this calculation just to apply the principle of the memorandum which 
I sent you yesterday. Let me know how many men and horses of both 
these returns are hired muleteers and their mules. 

But there is another view to be taken of this subject; and that is the 
distance which these troops are from the magazine. They are at least 
15 leagues from Celorico, and they cannot be less than 15 leagues from 
S. Joao da Pesqueira. Ibis distance will require 8, or probably 9 days, 
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for a coramuBication. Some measures must be adopted, therefore, to 
supply these troops with one-third more of bread and com than their 
mules can earry to them from these magazines, even supposing they are 
sufficiently supplied for a distance of 12 leagues from the magazines. 
And these measures are either a supply of money, or an additional number 
of mules, or to send them every week 3 days’ supply from hence. 

To Major Dickson, R. A, Freneda, 2i2d Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 18th, with the enclosure, from Mr, 
Boyes. I heg that you will tell Mr. Boyes that I am very much obliged 
to him for the zealous desire which he manifests to forward our stores, 
hut that ! cannot allow the dep6t atGelorico to remain unsupplied, at least 
till that of S. Joao da Pesqueira is fully supplied. I request him to cor- 
respond on this point with the Commissary General. 

To R. Kennedy, Esq., Commissary General. Freneda, 22d Nov, 1811. 

Since I wrote to you on the 9th, I have heard from Gen. Trant that 
there are at Oporto 59 axletrees, and 12 more can be made, and boxes for 
the wheels ; so that I have ordered there the pattern cart, and have desired 
that 71 carts maybe made there. I have not yet heard that there are any 
axletrees, or that any can be made at^Raiva. 

The tools are arrived, and the work is begun at Almeida. I have given 
Mr. Bissett a memorandum, of which I enclose a copy, for the formation 
of the establishment. Probably some of the brigades might be formed at 
Lisbon. 

Marshal Beresford has been so kind as to give me over some axletrees, 
boxes, &C .5 which were found on the Zezere ; and he promised to inquire 
whether there were any more at Lisbon. Trant tells me that 64 were 
sent from Oporto ; and I think it probable that there will he many ; and 
some at Santarem, and others at Pernes, where the French destroyed 
carriages. You had better speak to Marshal Beresford upon these 
subjects. 

I trust that your health is improved. I have written to the Admiral to 
beg that he will give a passage in a ship of war to Gen. Campbell, of which 
you and Pakenham might avail yourselves to get to England, as I should 
be sorry to hear of your ending your career in a French prison. 

P.S, Since writing the above, I have received a letter from Sir W. Be- 
resford, from which I learn that the greatest number of the axletrees have 
been used ; and I am not certain that there are more than 50, even including 
those on the Zezere, and a few more expected from Ahrantes. 

You had better order Major Aird to make as many carts as there are 
French axletrees for, immediately. Then to set to work and make our 
old axletrees and boxes into carts ; choosing of these, those of the first 
instance which come nearest to the French size. He must take care, 
however, in casing our axletrees, not to mount the carriage too high above 
the centre of the wheels. 

Desire him to let me know how many French axletrees that will answer 
he will find in the arsenal, and how many of our old axletrees. 
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To Lieut Ck)l. Sir H. Bougla^, Bart. Freneda, Not. 18IL 

I have received your letters, Nos. 9 and 10, of the 29th Oct. and 11th Nov. 

Without knowing more tiban I do of the state of Galicia, and of the 
military positions in that province, it is not possible for me to give an 
opinion upon the plan of operations which you detailed in your conference 
with the Junta of Galicia. In reference to the subject generally, and with 
a view to what passed before in that kingdom, I believe that it would be 
advisable that Gen. Abadia should fall back towards the frontiers of Por- 
tugal, leaving open the high road to Coruna and FerroL 

The enemy cannot then interrupt his communications by operations 
upon either of his flanks ; and, unless they should be very strong, they 
will not like to venture as far as Coruna, or even Lugo, by the high road, 
if Gen. Abadia can maintain himself upon the Sil, or upon the Minho. 
They cannot be strong in Galicia as long as we remain here. 

In regard to your opinions on the financial measures in Galicia, I am 
convinced that the government must raise a revenue in money. It may 
be very proper, besides, to make tbe proprietors of carts, mules, and other 
animals, perform certain services in their turns, either for the payment of 
the usual hire, or for a smaller payment, or for no payment at all. But 
these services ought not to be in lieu of the payment in money of the 
required dues to the State. 

Since I have received your letter of the 11th, I have received a report 
that the French had retired’ again from the Asturias. Tliis may he true; 
as Lieut. Gen. HilFs movements in Estremadura in the end of October 
have created a general alarm, which probably extended so far north. 
Dorsenne has certainly returned to Valladolid. 

I can’t imagine how the first report of the enemy’s invasion of Asturias, 
and arrival at Oviedo, should have been received from the Junta of Mon- 
donedo, if the division in that principality made any resistance; or how 
the French could at this season have penetrated the passes of the moun- 
tains at all, even if the troops were in their posts. 

I have the honor to enclose a dispatch of the 11th Oct. from the Sec, of 
State, announcing that certain supplies had been sent to Coruna, which I 
heg you will issue to the troops under Gen. Abadia. 

To Capt. . Freneda, 22d Not. 1811. 

I send you separate answers on the subject of the noblemen, and of the 
Capitao Mor of Zibreira. 

I beg you to take care how you communicate with the Portuguese in 
the French army. They are in desperate circumstances ; and men in 
those circumstances do any thing, however bad and traitorous. 

Don’t let any one of them know where you are, on any account ; and 
he particularly cautious that a second individual of them does not discovei 
that you are in correspondence with one of them. Be assured, that those 
who have betrayed their country are not to be trusted in any manner. 

To Senhor Jos6 Clementi Pereira. Freneda, 22d Nov. ISIL 

I received this morning your letters of the 20th, and I am very much 
obliged to you for your intelligence, and very well satisfied with ail that 
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you have done. Give such reward as you may think proper to the person 
who took the letter, and brought tlie answer from the two noblemen, and 
I will pay it ; and pay likewise to the party of ‘ El Medico ’ any expenses 
they may have incurred, which shall likewise be defrayed by me. Assure 
the noblemen that they will be well received by me. 

Tell the party of ' El Medico/ that if they want ammunition, or any 
thing that lean give them, and will send means of conveyance here for it, 
they shall have it 

To Major Geo. Alex. Campbell. Fr€ne(ia, 22d Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 18th Nov. this day, and I write to 
the Admiral to request that he would give you a passage in a man of war. 

. I have no douht that Col. - — himself inserted in the newspapers the 
sentence of the General Court Martial, &c., in order to have a pretence 
for puhlishing on tlie subject This is a regular Jacobin trick. 1 see 
also in the Star my letter on the business of Barba de Puerco. 

I begged Lord FitzEoy Somerset to write to Arbuthnot about leave 
for your son: I rather thought, from Beresford’s letter, that he objected 
to it, which is the reason that I did not press it. 

I was very much obliged to you for the kindness of the letter which 
you wrote to me on your departure from this part of the world ; and I 
assure you, that I lament the chance which certainly exists that I may 
never meet you again. I acknowledge, that with this chance before your 
eyes, I am astonished that; you should think, at your time of life, of 
returning to the East Indies. With the income of your regiment, and on 
the staff in England or Ireland, or at Gibraltar, or Malta, or Sicily, or in 
America, you might live with your family. I don’t think that any 
man’s family have a right to expect that he should die a few years sooner 
to put a little more money in their pockets after his death ; and I should 
think that your wife, who, in a pecuniary way, would be the person most 
interested in your return to the East Indies, would prefer your prolonged 
life to increase of pounds. After all, I am not certain that increase of 
pounds would be the result of your voyage there, and I think it very 
little doubtful, I am sorry to say, that if you do return, it will he in a 
state of health in which you wiU be very little capable of any enjoyment. 

God bless you, my dear Campbell. 

i Don Carlos de Espana. Freneda, ce 23 Novembre, 1811. , 

J’ax re<ju il y a deux heures votre lettre d’aujourd’hui ; et j’ai envoye 
des ordres a nos troupes qui sont dans ces environs de se rassemhler 
demain matin du edte de Guinaldo, El Bodon, Pastores, etc., et celies de 
I’autre cotede la riviere a Zamarra, 

J’irai moi-mtoe k Guinaldo demain ou apres demain matin; mais je 
i crois apr^s demain. 

[ Je vous conseille de taire rassemhler votre intanterie a San Felices el 
; Grande pour ^tre prepare a passer la rivifere, ou a co-operer avec nos 
I troupes, si nous pouvons passer la riviere au gue de Pastores. 

I P.S. Je compte que I’ennemi marcbera demain, et arrivera dans ces 
I environs le 25. Bon Julian fera bien de les observer. 
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To ,¥ic© Adm. ffoii. G. Berkeley. , Preneda, 5IM Mof.'lSli. ^ 

By some accident I did not receive your letter of the 13th till two days 
ago, and it was necessary that I should speak to Fletcher hefore l could 
send you a satisfactory answer. 

When the pontoons came from England, I applied to have with them a 
number of the artificers belonging to the civil branch of “die ordnance; 
and I understand they have with them a certain number of firemen, &c. ; 
and I intended to make up tbe establishment when I should want to use 
them, by requesting your assistance to give us a few Portuguese or 
English seamen. In addition to what we have, I understand that we me 
to have a regular pontoon master from the Ordnance ; and it would be 
very desirable, when we shall want to use the pontoons, to have the 
a^istance of about 20 seamen, either English or Portuguese, for whose 
services I shall be very much obliged. 

Unfortunately, we cannot use the pontoons to form a bridge over the 
Coa and the Agueda. The bridge which I am constructing for tbe latter 
river is one upon loaded chevaktSy which I hope will stand in the 
ordinary state of the river during the winter. When the great floods 
come down, we must take up our bridge; and indeed I don’t propose 
to keep it in the river, excepting when i want to use it. I ^ink it 
not impossible, however, that I may want to use the pontoons before the 
winter is over. 

The: A.G, U Capt, PofpMon, CelmicQ* 23d Nov, 1811. 

The enclosed letter having been forwarded from the Deputy Inspector of hos- 
pitals, I am directed to desire you will take the usual means, according to the 
instructions forwarded to your predecessors, for the disposal of the effects, &c., 
of the deceased men in hospital at Celorico, the necessaries, &c., being directed 
to be sold by public auction, crediting the amount to the different regiments 
whom the men belong to, to go to their accounts. The arms, accoutrements, 
packs, &c., if not required by the regiments on the spot, are to be sent the first 
opportunity to Coimbra, from thence to be forwarded to Lisbon, to the general 
stores at Belem, for the above purpose. 

To the Bishop of Gastello Branco. Furnte Guinaldo, 25th Nov. 1811. 

1 have the honor to enclose some letters which I have received on the 
subject on which you did me the honor to write to me; from which it 
appears that the Commanding officer of the 3d dragoons having already 
had a communication with you on the subject of the conduct of the 
soldiers at Ninho de Assor, you had expressed your satisfaction with his 
explanation, and that you did not intend to complain to me. I am appre- 
hensive, therefore, that the answers to the inquiries which I had made, 
which answers I enclose, do not relate to the transaction on which you 
wrote to me. If they do not, or if you are not satisfied with the expia^ 
nations contained in these answers, I beg you to inform me of it, and I 
will have the subject inquired into by a Court Martial, before which it 
will be necessary that the witnesses should attend. 

I am inclined to believe that the inhabitants of Ninho de Assor, having 
been displeased that the party of dragoons should have taken away their 
forage, misrepresented and made an exaggerated complaint to you. It is 
very unfortunate that the people of Portugal cannot have the advantage of 
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the assistance of a large foreign army to defend their country, without 
incurring some inconvenience* The horses of the cavalry must have 
forage, paying for the same, or they will die, and this country will derive 
no advantage from all the expense which has been incurred in bringing 
them here. It may be inconvenient to some of the inhabitants of Ninho 
de Assor to supply any part of this forage, even though it is paid for; 
but they must bear this inconvenience, or they must bear the greater evil 
of submitting to the French. 

I have stated these circumstances to yon as they have occurred to me, 
being, however, determined to maintain the discipline of the army, and 
not to allow the soldiers to insult the religion, or to injure the property of 
the inhabitants of the country. 

A Don Cailoa de EspaSa. A Fuente G-uinaldo, ce 25 Nov. 1811. 

Je viens d’ avoir Fhonnenr de recevoir votre lettre dn 24, et je serais 
Men aise de ponvoir aider les penples de la Sierra de Franck, si c’dtait en 
mon ponvoir. 

II faut que je vous dise cependant qne c’est avec la plus grande diffi- 
culty que je peux faire suhsister les troupes dans les positions qu'elles 
occupent a present. Xe jire tout , des magasins sur la mer. Le pays ne 
me fournit ahsolument rien. Les Espagnols ne donnent rien sans qu’on 
paye argent comptant, malgre qii’ils sachent hien que nous n’avons jamais 
manqud de payer nos dettes ; et quand nous avons de Fargent, et que les 
Espagnols veulent nous donner quelques provisions, c’est a un prix si 
dnorme, que nous sommes foumis a meilleur marchd de la mer, malgrd 
les frais de transport. 

II ne m’est done pas possible d^dtendre mes postes permanens dans le 
Sierra de Francia, oh mes troupes et leurs chevaux mourraient de faim : 
et je vous dis la verity quand je vous assure que je ne crois pas que les 
soldats ou leurs chevaux qui sont a prdsent k Zamarra ayent de quoi man- 
ger; pareeque les hahitans de Saugo, Martiago, Rohleda, Zamarra, 
Atalaya, Serradilla, &c., oh nous avons dypense tant d’argent pendant 
Fyty, ne veulent rien donner a present sans argent comptant. II n’est pas 
facile de prdvenir les courses de Fennemi entre les avant postes des deux 
armyes. II faudrait etendre les postes de Farmye pour les emp6oher 
defihitivement de lever des contributions dans la Sierra de Francia; et 
comrae je vous Fai expliquy, je ne puis ytendre les miens. Sous ce point 
de vue il est malheureux que des armes, pour lesquelles je vous ai donny 
les ordres au mois d’Aout, ne soyent pas encore arrivees, et que vous 
nkyez pas de troupes Espagnoles a mettre dans la Sierra, auxquelles les 
gens du pays peut-^tre donneraient des vivres. 

II y a une autre raison pour laquelle il ne faudrait pas a present 
s’avancer dans la Sierra. Si Fennemi apprend que nous sommes prypares 
a emp^cher F entree du convoi, il ne hougera pas de Salamanca, et nous 
manquerons un beau coup, qu’il est probable que nous pourrions lui 
porter. Cependant j’ai dcrit au Gyn. Craufurd, qui est a Zamarra, pour 
savoir Fytat exact de ses vivres, afin que si je trouve que c’est possible, et 
qu’il n’y ait pas d’incoiivynient a faire une marche sur la Sierra, je puisse 
lui en donner Fordre, 
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To Lieui 0€E. Hill, Fueate GuinaWo, 27&Nor, ISII. 

I enclose a letter from mj brotber, wbicb I beg you to forward. I 
wish you would make tbe trumpeter give a detailed account of all be 
knows of Lieut. King’s deatb. 

I beg that you will inform the Comte d’Erlon that I bad always been 
disposed to consider the persons belonging to the civil departments of tbe 
armies as not liable to be considered as prisoners of war when taken, till 
I read tbe correspondence between a Commissioner appointed by His 
Majesty, and one appointed by tbe French government, to regulate the 
exchange of prisoners, in ’which I see that peers of the realm, and indivi- 
dual travellers of all descriptions, seized in France, and in other coun- 
tries, when the war commenced, were to be considered as prisoners of 
war, and to be exchanged as such for French ofScers and soldiers; that 
when travellers are considered as prisoners of war, I can^t consider the 
persons belonging to any civil department of the army in any other light; 
and that I shall not allow one of them to be returned to the French army 
unless exchanged. 

I have no objection to an exchange, either partial or general; but, 
before I consent to it, I beg to have the names, in writing, of those it is 
intended to exchange for the prisoners in our possession belonging to the 
civil departments of the French army. 

I have requested Gen. Castanos to inqtiire into the circumstances of 
Lieut. King’s death. 

P.S. Desire Hooke to give the officer who goes in with the next flag of 
truce a copy of the orders upon this subject. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th Nov. 181 1. 

I have nothing to tell you that is not contained in the enclosed dispatch. 
If the French had come forward with another convoy on any day after the 
24th, I think we should have cut them off. We can’t prevent them from 
making excursions to the Sierra, without occupying it with our posts, 
and the Spaniards will not support our troops, and I can’t support them 
at such a distance from our magazines. As it is, I can’t stay much longer 
where we are, and I must immediately make another distribution ; but I 
shall remain in this quarter till the winter has fairly set in. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th Nov. 1811. 

Having received intelligence that the enemy were about to move 
towards Ciudad Rodrigo with another convoy of provisions, and having 
heard that a body of troops marched from Salamanca to the Sierra de 
Francia on the 22d and 23d inst., I ordered our advanced guard across the 
Agueda to Zamarra, and closed up the cantonments of the army in general, 
and moved the head quarters to this place. I have reason to believe that 
the enemy have since retired from the Sierra de Francia ; and I think it 
probable that they will have heard of our movements; and that if they 
entertained the intention of moving a convoy to Ciudad Rodrigo, they will 
now abandon it till the rain shall have again swelled the Agueda. If I 
should find that they don’t move, I propose to send the troops back to 
their cantonments, or to others in which it will be easy to subsist them. 
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Since I addressed you on tiie 20tli inst, I bare heard that Gen, Blake, 
having been joined at Yalencia by the army of Miirda, nnder the com- 
mand of Gen. Mahy, had moved out of Yalencia on the 24th Oct., and had 
attacked Marshal Suchet on the 25th. He was repulsed ; and, according 
to Ihe French accounts, they have taken Gen. Caro and Gen. Loy, and 
4500 prisoners, and some cannon. Gen. Blake states, in his procla- 
mation to Ihe people of Yalencia, that his retreat had been made in good 
order. On the 26th, at night, the castle of Saguntum capitulated; and it 
is stated that Suchet summoned Yalencia on the 27th, 

The castle of Saguntum has made as brilliant a defence as any that has 
been made since the commencement of the war in Spain. The enemy made 
several attempts to obtain possession of it by assault, before they brought 
up their cannon to attack it regularly; and two attempts to carry it by 
storm, after the breach was made, previous to the action of tire 25tb Oct, 
in bpthof which, as well as in all the attacks before the breach was made, 
they were repulsed with considerable loss. The garrison conducted them- 
selves with the utmost gallantry on all these occasions. 

I have not heard what passed between the battle of the 25th and the 
capitulation of the 26th; hut, adverting to the good conduct of the gar- 
rison, and as the enemy were ill provided with heavy cannon to support 
their attack, the place would probably have held out, if the action of the 
25th Oct. had not been fought and lost. . If I am right in this conjecture, 
the Spaniards will owe the loss of another kingdom, and the allies disad- 
, vantages of which the consequences can^t he calculated, to the insatiable 
desire of fighting pitched battles with undisciplined troops, led by inex- 
perienced officers. 

By a letter from Sir H. Douglas, of the 14th, I learn that, as I had 
imagined, the passes of the Asturias were not guarded, and that the enemy 
turned by La Ventana. The troops which were in the pass of Pajares 
(the Spanish head quarters) retired to Campomanes. I imagine that the 
object of the enemy’s movement into the Asturias is to disperse the as- 
sembly of troops under Gen. Mendizabal in the mountains of Santander, 
in which I am afraid they will succeed. If they had intended to attack 
Galicia through the Asturias, they would, from La Yentana, have pressed 
more vigorously upon the right of the Spanish troops in that principality, 
and would not have gone to Oviedo in the first instance. 

According to the last accounts from Cadiz, Gen. Ballesteros was still at 
Bornos on the 13th ; and I imagine that Gen. Copons and Col. Skerrett 
were at Casa Yieja. According to accounts from Capt. Everard, of 
H.M.S. Sophia^ the enemy, on the l7th, moved a body of troops, consist- 
ing of 1500 men, from Conil upon Yejer, which will probably have obliged 
Col. Skerrett to retire again upon Tarifa. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th Nov. 1811. 

I enclose the last weekly state, and the last morning report. 

You see that the army does not become much more efficient, notwith- 
standing that the number of sick upon the return diminishes. We have 
sent home a great number of men, besides the 29th, 85th, and 97th regts., 
and some have died : the troops are certainly better, however, but not in 
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I a sfete to tmdertake an j operation of magnitude. Any movemeBt, and 

I particularly exposure to the night air, throws them into the hospitals 

j ■ 'again.. 

The newly arrived dragoons are particularly inefScient, so much so, 
that I have been obliged to leave them all, the 5 new regiments, in their 
cantonments, in our recent movement, and have brought forward only the 
6 which have been here during tbe whole service ; this shows the advan- 
tage of troops inured to climate and servica 

A Don Carlos de 3Ss|mna. Fuente Ghimaldo, ce 28 Nov. 181L 

Je n’ai pas re^u de nouvelles du detachement de Fennemi qui est venu 
a la Sierra depuis qu’il a quitte Alverca. Ce d<^tachement a marchd de 
Salamanca le 22, et est arrivd k Alverca le 24. Le 23, votre Excellence 
m’a dcrit une lettre dans laquelle vous dites m’avoir envoye un papier 
avec ces nouvelles. J’al re<ju cette lettre le 23 dans la nuit, mais le 
papier n’y etait pas ; et je n’ai rien su de Fennemi que dans la joumee 
du 24. C’dtait alors trop tard pour fairequelque chose ; et d’ailleurs nous 
n’avions point de vivres. 

Les mtoes difficultes de vivres rendent tres important que je remette 
les troupes tout de suite dans leurs anciens cantonnemens : mais pendant 
que la riyitjre donne des gues, je crois que je pourrai empecher que Fen- 
nemi puisse faire entrer rien ^ Ciudad Rodrigo, pourvu que premier ement 
on vous donne avis de la marche du convoi, s’il est possible, un jour avant 
qu’il ne marche ; et que secondement vous m’en donniez avis aussitdtque 
vous le recevrez. 

Je changerai nion quartier general demain a Freneda. J’en donnerai 
avis a votre officier qui est a Lumbrales ; et je ferai changer le relais qui 
, est a present a Gallegos. 

j To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Nov. 1811. 

I have received your letter of tbe 19tb, enclosing a regulation for the 
means of transport, of which I approve, excepting the 2d section of the 
6th article. As I explained in my late letters to the government, it is 
impossible to carry into execution those provisions of any arrangement 
which are in favor of the owners of transport, unless the army should be 
sufficiently supplied, and every man should be obliged to bring forward 
j his carriage when required. The 2d section of the 6th article should be 

struck out of tbe regulation. 

I also think tbe penalty of non-attendance not sufficient. Half the 
nation would prefer to be in prison for a fortnight to going to serve with 
I the army with his cart. The penalty of non-attendance should be the full 

I value of the cart and bullocks, which the magistrate should be authorised 

and required to sell on the spot, and to report that he had done so to the 
I' ' '''head inspector.' ' 

There is likewise another very common crime not adverted to in this 
regulation, and that is deserting with the stores laden in the cart, after 
having been received into the service. , The punishment for this offence 
ought to be the forfeiture of the cart and bullocks to the public, payment 
of the value of tbe stores, to be levied by sale of house and goods of the 
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owner of the cart, and hanishment for years to the coast of Africa. 

These punishments may appear severe, hut depend upon it that the only 
chance the people have is, that there should be the means of enforcing 
this regulation. 

There is also another point to he adverted to in this regulation, and 
that is the duties it enforces upon the magistrates. The magistrates of 
this country are in a very unfortunate situation. They are originally 
charged with judicial duties ; they had fees by which they gained a live- 
lihood, their salaries being trivial. They gained nothing by the perform- 
ance of their duties of police ; but the bad probably gained something by 
the omksion to perform them. 

The confusion which has resulted from the different invasions of the* 
country has almost put an end to the judicial duties of the magistrates ; 
at the same time that the duties of police, particularly those which have 
relation to the operations of the armies, have been vastly increased, such 
as the supply of quarters, provisions, means of. transport, guides, ^c. &c., 
for which the Juiz de Fora is called upon at every moment. The conse- 
quence is that the Jidz de Fora has much to do, and nothing to live upon ; 
and I hinted some time ago to the government the expediency of taking 
into consideration their situations during the continuance of the war. I 
think, however, that this regulation would afford an opportunity of doing 
something for these magistrates, without any very great additional expense 
to the public, by authorising them to demand and receive as a fee for 
every carriage they should produce at the place required the 'sum of 200 
reis. This would tend to ensure the execution of the regulation, which 
is what is required. 

I am doing a great deal to lighten the demand for carriages from the 
I country for the service of the British army: 1st; I am building 800 : 

2dly ; I have discovered that the Douro can he made navigable even into 
I Spain, with very little trouble, and I have ordered the necessary work to 
® he performed. 

P.S. The regulation, when passed, should he well translated and printed, 
and let me have several copies of it. I shall take care to enforce it in this 
army. It should take effect at some short period after it is promulgated. 

To Senhor J. C. Oliveira Pimentel. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th Nov. 181!. 

Having lately sent an officer of Engineers to survey the Douro from 
S. Joao daPesqueira to Barca d’Alva, he has reported to me that the river 
is already navigable to that point for large boats, with some inconvenience, 
and at certain seasons of the year ; and that it might he made navigable 
with convenience at all seasons, by a certain degree of labor. I have 
given directions to Capt. Ross, of the Royal Engineers, the officer who 
surveyed the river, to adopt the measures which are necessary to render it 
navigable ; and I beg you to give him such assistance as you can to enable 
him to perform this service. 

Understanding that you have from H.R.H. the Prince Regent the power 
to destroy the mill dams in the river Douro, which are the principal oh- 
struction to the navigation, I request you to co-operate with Capt. Ross in 
the performance of this work. 
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To.tlie Jiiiz, or'Otlier Magistrate of Tilla Novade Foz Coa, Torre de Moiicorvo,. Freixo tie' 

Nemaoj'and S.,Joao (ia Pesqueira. Frenala, 29tli Nov. ISll. 

I have employed Capi. Eoss, of the Royal Engineers, to perform certain 
works upon the Donro, in order to render the river navigable as high up 
as possible for the service of the army. I beg you to give him such 
assistance of workmen, with their tools, as he may require for this work, 
he paying them their hire. For this you will be responsible, 

7%e A.G, to Major Geti. H. Camphell^ brigade of Guards. 30th Nov. 1811, 

As your letter and enclosures of the 28th inst. contained an official communi- 
cation from Col. , I laid the whole before his Excellency the Commander of 

the Forces, and I am directed to acquaint you, that it is very proper that the officer 
commanding a brigade, or the officer commanding a regiment, should have from 
the officer or non-commissioned officer in charge of the sick men of his brigade 
or regiment, at any hospital station, all the information he can require ; but the 
officers commanding at hospital stations are, and must be, responsible for the 
management of the hospital, the conduct of the men at the station, for sending 
men at the proper periods to join their regiments, and for not sending them too 
soon. Therefore it is not proper that orders should be sent to that officer, or to 
any officer or non-commissioned officer at the station, to send away or dispose of 
any non-commissioned officer or soldier, excepting by orders from liead quarters. 
If non-commissioned officers or soldiers are required from any hospital station, 
application for them must be made to the Adj. Gen., and the request will he consi- 
dered. I regret, after my first intiraation, that Col. — should have thought it 
necessary to repeat his orders. 

I had the honor of apprising you that an arrangement was making, agreeably 
to the G.O. of 15th Nov. 1811, to obtain exact lists of all the names of the ward 
masters and orderlies employed at the several stations ; and these, when complete, 
will be forwarded for the information of the divisions. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 2d Dec. 1811. 

I received at the same time your letters of the 24th and 28th, and by 
the same post a dispatch from Lord Liverpool, of which I enclose a copy, 
regarding the troop ships and small transports for the Douro and Mondego ; 
and a letter, of which I enclose an extract, regarding the subject to which 
yours of the 24th relates : the last is exactly of the same purport with that 
which you have received from Mr. Yorke. In answ'er to the last paragraph 
of your letter of the 24th, I assure you that I shall be very sorry if any 
change is made in your situation, which is not wished for by yourself. 

I shall write to my brother again respecting the employment of the 
ships of your squadron exclusively in carrying the money from Cadiz for 
this army. 


(5^ O, Freneda, 30th Nov, 1811, 

1. The detachments of the 6tli division at work at Almeida, with the exception of the 
carpenters, smiths, wheelwrights, and sawyers, ordered by the G. O, of the IStn Nov., are 
to join their corps on the 1st Dec. 

2. 180 men, with officers and non-commissioned officers in proportion, from the Dt dh'i- 

sion, and 180 men, with officers and non-commissioned officers, from Brig. Gen. Harvey’s 
brigade in the 4th division, are to be sent to Almeida to work on the 1st Dec. j and these 
men are to be relieved every fourth day, according to the orders of the 7th Oct. in res|>ect to 
the reliefs of the men of the 6th division. . . . 

3. The Commander of the Forces likewise requests that 50 masons from^ the Isidiyisiyn 

may be sent to Almeida on the 1st Dec. to relieve the masons ot the 4th division, in lieu of 
the masons belonging to the 6th division, by the G. O. of the 16th Nov. ^ ^ 

4. This relief will, till further orders, be made by those numbers of the 1st inst. n tne 
masons of the 6th division. 

2,c ’ ■ 
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I observe tliat you liave bad some correspondence with Capt. Holloway, 
of tbe Engineers, regarding the construction of furnaces for hot shot in 
the sea batteries of the Tagus. I am desirous that this work should be 
performed by the Portuguese engineers, as being necessary for the com- 
pletion of the old works of the country. If I were to allow our engineers 
to perforin any work (not immediately necessary for our own accommoda- 
tion) in the ancient fortifications of the country, I should have to incur an 
expense nearly equal to the subsidy, as there is nothing which the Portu- 
guese government would not throw upon us. I have therefore drawn the 
line as above stated. 

To Lieut Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Frenecla, 2d Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 28th Oct. and of the 3d Nov., and I 
am very much obliged to His Royal Highness for attending to my requests 
in favor of Brig. Generals Murray, Hulse, Pakenham, and Mackinnon. 
The arrangement for the rank of the British officers in the Portuguese 
service was not made according to my opinion, but I am inclined to believe 


G. O. Preneda, Ist Dee. 1811. 

« ♦ He # ^ 

3. The Commander of the Forces requests the attention of the officers of the army to the 
sentence of the General Court Martial above published, and to this order ; and he repeats 
that they have no more, right to order a cart or any thing else to be embargoed, ‘as it is 
called,’ or pressed in this country, than they have in England. 

4. The orders of the army are positive upon this subject. If an officer requires a cart 
or other means of transport, or any article of supply of any description, he is to make a 
regular application to a Commissary ; if there should be no Commissary near, to whom he 
can conveniently apply, he must make an application to a magistrate in writing ; and if 
the magistrate should refuse or omit to comply with his application, he must report in 
writing to his superior officer for the information of the Commander of the Forces, and the 
magistrate will be responsible for his omission to perform his duty, and to supply what is 
required. 

5. The exigence of the service can seldom be of a nature to require that an officer should 
require to take upon himself to embargo or press means of transport or articles of supply, 
See. without the intervention of a magistrate ; and any officer, who does take upon himself 
such an authority, will be obliged to prove that the service rendered such an assumption of 
authority necessary, and that the magistrate to whom he had applied had omitted or re- 
fused to perform his duty : he must in that case go himself in command of the party which 
will be employed to embargo or press what is required ; and he will in this, as in every other 
case, be held responsible tor the conduct of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers under 
his command. 

6. These orders are rendered necessary by the disgraceful irregularities of which the sol- 
diers are guilty while employed on these duties, by the cruel oppression which they iiitlict 
on the inhabitants of the country, and by the misfortunes to themselves which are the conse- 
quences of their conduct. In the course of the month of October there were 2 other 

soldiers killed and 3 wounded, besides corporal — — , of the — regt, who, while 

employed in emhargo'mg^ as it is called, carts, committed every description of irregu- 
larity, and levied contributions on the people for the release of the same carts which had 
been pressed under pretence of the necessities of the service. The Commander of the 
Forces therefore trusts that the officers of the army wiH aid him in putting an end to this 
fertile source of these disgraceful irregularities, by a due attention to these orders *, and he 
desires that every officer who marches with a detachment; whether from the army, from 
Lisbon, or from any other station, may be supplied with a copy of them. 

7. The Commander of the Forces likewise requests the attention of the officers of the 

Commissariat to these orders ; and he desires that they will understand tliat tliey have no 
more authority to or press any thing for the service than any other officer of the 

army. If they cannot procure what they require by hire or purchase, they must apply to 
a magistrate; and if the magistrate sho^d refuse or omit to perform his duty, they must 
make a report in writing, specifying all the circumstances ; and if the necessities of the ser- 
vice require that they should proceed on their own authority to press or embargo by military 
force, an officer of the Commissariat must proceed with the party. 
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ifc was, rigM. ' . ..It has. worked well, at all events, which is the best test o.f 
its soundness ; and it requires only a little attention in bringing the troops 
together, in order to avoid inconvenience from those parts of it which one 
would wish to be otherwise than they are. Any thing w^ould be better 
than, an alteration 'at. present. 

I am obliged to you for attending to our wants of General officers, 

- — ^ did not succeed very well when he was here before, but I dare say 
he will do so now. I have a high opinion of Gen. Kempt from all that I 
have heard of him. We have now more than we can well dispose of, par- 
ticularly if Beckwith comes out again ; and there are two with whom we 

could dispense with advantage, and They are both respectable 

officers as commanders of regiments, but they are neither of them very fit 

to take charge of a large body, I understand that wishes to return 

home to unite himself with a lady of easy virtm ; and has been very ill 

lately, and I think might be induced to go. I shall try if l ean get them 
away in this manner, as I would not on any account hurt the feelings of 
either. 

7%e A,G, to Dr, Bolton^ Dep, Inspecior of hospitals, - 2d Dec. 181 1 . 

I herewith enclose a communication I have received from Dr. Franck, and J 
have the Commander of the Forces’ directions to desire you will be pleased to 
order the arrangement therein suggested to be carried into effect at the several 
hospitals. With regard to classing the patients under the different heads specified, 
you will be so good, when this shall have been effected, to send the Jista of 
the men to me, taking care that their names and regiments are specified ; and 
further directions will be sent to you with regard to a definitive arrangement for 
them. 

The A.G. to Lieut, Col, , — dragoon guards, 2d Dec, 1811. 

Your letter of the 27t]i ult. has been submitted to the Commander of the 
Forces, and I am to acquaint yoxi that his Excellency would be sorry to be 
obliged to refuse you tlie accommodation you request : he therefore wishes you 
would not ask it. Your stay on service has been but short, and private considera- 
tions induce you to leave the regiment: and as precedents might be quoted in a 
very large army, he will not authorise to send a horse transport to carry one horse, or 
allow a dragoon to go to England. The last, however, is a regimental arrangement, 
to which, if Col. Ponsonby consents, the Commander of the Forces will not object. 

To His Excellency C, Stuart. Freneda, 3d Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 29th, and I concur in your giving the 
Portuguese government £20,000, or any sum you please. It is well, how- 
ever, to continue the threat to pay no more till the military chest shall be 
established. 

I desired that 50,000 dollars of the sum recently received from Cadi? 
should be paid to you. 

I sball desire Mr. Bissett to receive the 24,000 dollars for the marine 
stores sent to Algiers. 

I intended to write to you this morning, to recommend that the govern- 
ment should take up my proclamation of April last, as the ground of their 
proceeding in respect to the concealment of property by the people. This 
appears to be Nogueira’s opinion, and I see that they propose sending me 
the papers on the subject, so that I shall be able to put the business in 
such a train as not to create unnecessary alarm. 
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Y ou will have seen that the Marqnez de Yalen^a and the Marquez Ponte 
de Lima and CoL Yasconcellos went from Gninaldo towards Lisbon some 
days ago. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Fretieda, 4th Dec. 1811. 

I enclose my dispatch of this date. I have received one or two reports 
of a general movement by the enemy to this quarter with another convoy. 
They must come before long, or the place will be distressed. 

Adm. Berkeley has written to me again upon the employment of the 
ships of his squadron to carry our money from Cadiz and Gibraltar to 
Lisbon. As the officers and men of this squadron perform all the duties 
of the army, it is but fair that they should enjoy any benefit to be derived 
from the service. At all events, it is not fair that they should perform all 
the severe and unpleasant duty, and that those of another squadron should 
enjoy the benefit On these principles I settled that a ship of the Admi- 
ral's squadron should go to Cadiz periodically to bring away the money 
which Mr. Duff might have for us ; hut it has frequently happened that 
it has been sent in one of the vessels of the squadron at Cadiz, even though 
one of Adm. Berkeley’s squadron has been waiting there ; and in a recent 

instance, the Admiral says, that in the order given by , it was stated 

that the vessel was sent by your particular desire. I shall be very much 
obliged to you if you will desire Duff to send this money by the vessel 
which Adm. Berkeley will send for it periodically. If this should not be 
done, it would be better that we should not suffer the inconvenience of 
sending the vessel. 

To tke Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 4thDec. LSI 1, 

I received only by the last post your letter of the 3d Oct. Lest it 
should be imagined that I bave any desire that Adm. Berkeley should be 
relieved, I mention that it is impossible for 2 officers to be on better terms 
than we are. I have always found the Admiral not only disposed to give 
us every assistance in his power, but to anticipate and exceed our wishes 
in this way. I know that the Duke of Richmond and Lord Bathurst are 
anxious that the Admiral should remain, and I would submit to many incon- 
veniences to gratify them ; hut it would really he unjust to Adm. Berkeley 
to say otherwise than that he anticipates all our wishes, and that we go on 
very well with him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 4th Dec. 1811. 

According to the intention which I communicated to your Lordship in 
my dispatch of the 21th Nov., I withdrew our advanced guard across the 
Agueda on the 29th, and again extended the cantonments of the army. 

The impossibility of finding subsistence on the spot, and the difficulty 
of procuring means of transport in Portugal to move forward our maga- 

G. O. Freneda, 4th Dec. 1811. 

1, The Commanding officer at Lisbon, or the olBcer commanding any station at which 

Capt, — regt, may happen to be, will be pleased to place that officer under 

an arrest and send him to join his regiment; he having been several months absent without 
leave, and having been in Portugal since the 20th Oct. last, without reporting himself, or 
communicating with his Commanding officer. 
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zines’from the places at wMch the rivers ceased to he navigable, have 
obliged me at present to extend the cantonments, particularly of the cavalry, 
farther than would be expedient on military considerations. But offensive 
military operations in the present season are almost impracticable, and I 
hope that I have kept in this neighbourhood a force sufficiently large to 
prevent the enemy from undertaking any thing, 

Don Carlos de Espaha has informed me that he attacked the enemy on 
the 28tb Nov., on their retreat from the Sierra de Francia, between 
Miranda and Endrinal, with a detachment of Don J. Sanchez’ infantry, and 
a detachment of the regiment ^ de la Princesa.* On their arrival at En- 
drinal they were attacked by Don J. Sanchez with his cavalry, and were 
obliged to form in a square. 

Don Carlos informs me that the enemy suffered considerable loss, and 
that his troops got possession of some of the money of which the enemy 
had plundered the inhabitants of the Sierra de Francia. 

Don Carlos de Espana mentions particularly the conduct of Lieut, W. 
Reid, of the Royal Engineers, who attended him upon this expedition, 
having before been employed to perform a service under his directions. 

I have received no intelligence either from Galicia or from Cadiz, or 
from Valencia, since 1 addressed your Lordship on the 27111 Nov. It ap- 
pears that the troops which have entered Asturias belong to Gen. Bonet’s 
division of the army of the north, which division was employed to observe 
the army of Galicia at the period at which the army of the north and the 
* A rmee de PortugaV were collected in September for the relief of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 4th Dec. 1811. 

I enclose the last morning reports. The cold weather has occasioned 
an increase of deaths in the hospitals lately ; this was to be expected ; but 
I have not beard of any bad description of sickness. 

To the Earl of Liver])ool. Freneda, 4th Dec. 1811, 

I have a report that Sucbet has suffered severely by a sortie from Va- 
lencia, and by an attack upon him from the Valencian peasantry, and bad 
been obliged to retire upon Murviedro. Reports of this description have 
generally been the forerunner of accounts of some serious disaster to the 
Spaniards, and I am very apprehensive that Valencia is lost. 

The loss of this place is of great importance; the greater number of 
the Grandees of Spain have estates in Valencia, upon the revenues of 
which they have subsisted since they have lost every thing elsewhere. 
It may be expected, therefore, that the loss of this kingdom will induce 
many to wish to submit to the FrencL yoke. The probability that the 
fail of Valencia would immediately follow the loss of Tarragona, was the 
cause of the ferment at Cadiz in the commencement of the last summer. 
This ferment was directed against us, and the failure of the operations in 
which we had been engaged was stated to be tbe cause of it; but as the 
fall of Badajoz, which was certainly the most fatal event of the war, 
created no impression at Cadiz, notwithstanding that it was the result of 
treachery, it cannot be believed that the failure in retaking it was tbe 
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cause of tile ferment at Cadiz, in the summer. It was the fall of Tarra- 
gona, which having opened the road to the remaining estates of the 
Grandees, created a wish to submit among this order and their adherents; 
and as this misfortune could not by any misrepresentation be attributed 
to the English, the attention of the public was turned with great dexterity 
to the operations in which they had not succeeded. 

We may expect a similar ferment on the present occasion, and a more 
general inclination at Cadiz to submit to the French; hut this is not the 
only view in which the loss of 'Valencia is a misfortune. lam afraid 
that, although Blahe has found no resources in that province, that Ms 
army was starving, and that he could get no money to buy the provisions 
which were expected in the port, excepting by loans raised upon the 
creditor Mr. Tupper, my brother’s agent there, the French will find in 
Valencia the resources of money and provisions of which they stand so 
much in need. 

There is also another view in which the loss of Valencia is a serious 
misfortune, and that is, that this conquest, unlike the others which the 
enemy have made in Spain, will promote the concentration of their forces. 
Even if Suchet should not be able to press on farther to the southward 
than Valencia, and Soult should not he able to extend his troops so as to 
communicate with Suchet through Murcia, Suchet will be able to com- 
municate, by a shorter route than he had, with the army of the centre 
and the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ and with the troops in Castille ; he will be 
on the back of the Empecinado, Mina, and others, and will cut ofiT the 
supplies which they have received through Valencia. 

If the people of Valencia should submit as soon as the military force 
in the kingdom will be subdued, which, from, what I hear of them, I 
think probable, Suchet’s force will then be disposable on the left of Soult, 
or to support the army of the north and the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ more 
immediately opposed to us.^ 

However, notwithstanding this misfortune, if it should have occurred, 
and its probable consequences, I don’t despair of the result of the contest. 
Buonaparte is still far from making the conquest even of that part of the 
Peninsula of which he has the military possession, and the people of the 
country are still disposed to resist whenever they see a prospect of advan- 
tage : we shall soon find new modes of communicating with, and supply- 
ing, the guerrillas, even if the old should be cut off; and, in truth, the 
devastation which attends the progress of the enemy’s arms, and is the 
consequence of their continuance in any part of the country, is our best 
friend, and will in the end bring the contest to a conclusion. 

The whole country between Madrid and the Alentejo is now a desert, 
and a still smaller proportion of thi land has been cultivated this winter. 
The argument of the people of the country is, that it is better to rob than 
to sow and have the produce of their harvests taken from them ; and the 
French begin to find that they cannot keep their large armies together 
for any operation that will take time, and that when we can reach them 
they can do nothing with small bodies. 

The misfortune is that we experience nearly the same difficulties; we 
cannot venture to undertake any thing with a small body, and a large 
* See Appendix, No. XV. 
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"body wo'iild' star?e. we liave advantages in the Peninsula which the '' 
French cannot 'enjoy ;■ we have possession of all the navigable 'rivers, of. 
which 'we make, use to convey our supplies, as far as they carry, and.' ■ ' 
the naval power of Great Britain protects the arrival of these supplies, 
and the formation of our magazines on the coast It is true that the 
rivers carry only to a certain distance from the coast, and we have hitherto 
been able to supply ourselves with difficulty on the frontiers of Portugal ; 
but I have now in hand various measures to increase our means, and to 
enable us to establish ourselves still farther in the country, whatever may 
be the state of the local resources ; one of these is to render the Douro 
navigable up to the junction of the Agueda, which I hope to ejffect in a 
short time. 

Besides this, I hope to be able to report to your Lordship, in the course 
of next month, that Almeida is re-established as a military post. I found, 
upon examination, that Sir B. Spencer’s explosion had not done so much 
damage as he had supposed, and indeed the injury was almost confined to 
the dispersion of the people collected to repair the damages done by 
Brenier, and to the delay, till I had again examined the place, of all mea- 
sures to re-establish it. 

The Enancial arrangements, which I hope will soon be carried into 
execution at Lisbon, will likewise improve our situation, and increase our 
resources for a forward operation. However well inclined the Spaniards 
are, they will give nothing without payment in ready money; and when 
I assembled the troops some days ago, we should soon have suffered dis- 
tress if I had not separated them again, because we had no ready money ; 
and the Spaniards, as usual, would give nothing except for ready money 
payments. 

The object of our arrangements at Lisbon is to increase the value, 
raise the credit, and of course promote the circulation of the , Portuguese 
papeiv This measure will enable us to use it in our payments at Lisbon, 
and in the lower parts of Portugal ; and we shall have for our expenses 
on the frontier a great part of the specie which was before expended in 
these payments. To this add, that the improvement in the value of the 
paper will reduce the money price of all the articles which we purchase 
in Portugal. Our situation is improving, therefore; and whatever may 
be the fate of Valencia, if the Spanish nation still hold out, I think they 
may yet he saved. 

To . Head Quarters, 5tli Dec. 1811, 

I have received your letter of the 23d Nov., and I enclose the duplicate 
of one which I wrote to a person who made me a communication respect- 
ing you some days ago. You appear to have written your letter of the 
23d Nov. under a misapprehension. You think that the government are 
inclined to pardon you: so far from it, that if they can catch you, or 
have you caught, you wdll he hanged; and I therefore recommend you to 
keep out of the way, and to take care of yourself. In the enclosed letter 
I have stated the only means by which you can hope to receive a pardon 
for your crimes ; and I can undertake to solicit your pardon on no other 
terms. ' ■ 
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In order to comply with these terms, and to perform the service which 
I require from you, it is not necessary to put you in communication with 
any of the persons you mention. You have only to send your letters to 
the advanced posts of this army, and there is no occasion for any answer 
from me. I must tell you, however, that if I were to attempt to put you 
in communication with the Spanish officers you mention, such is their 
well founded detestation and mistrust of every Portuguese who has any 
thing to say to the French, that, notwithstanding their confidence in me, 
they would refuse to comply with my proposition. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 5tli Dec. 1811. 

I shall not move Byng from his brigade if I can help it; but we have 
naany General officers coming out., ail of whom will require commands. 

I have orders to complete the 1st hatt. 39th regt. to 1200 R. and F., 
by drafts from the 2d batt., and to send the latter home. I was actually 
writing you the orders to make this arrangement, when I received your 
letter announcing that the ophthalmia prevailed in the 1st batt. ; hut when 
they recover so far as to induce you to think that you can mix them with 
the other troops without danger of infection, I request you to carry these 
orders into execution. Let me know when you do so, that I may give 
out the orders. 

You will do well to open all the letters coming to me from Austin. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. Freneda, 5th Dec. 3811. 

I was in hopes that I should have had the advantage of your assistance 
in this country, and I had intended to request you to take the command 
of the ^th division of infantry, when I thought that Gen. Macfarlane was 
coming likewise; and of the 6th division, when I found that he was 
destined for Sicily. 

I was concerned to find, by your letter of the 16th Nov., which I re- 
ceived this day, that Lord W, Bentinck had desired to have your assist- 
ance likewise in Sicily ; and as the Commander in Chief has permitted me 
to allow you to go there, and it appears by your letter that you are 
desirous of joining Lord W. Bentinck, I can’t bring myself to detain you, 
notwithstanding that I am much in want of your assistance. I am not 
aware of Lord William’s objects in Sicily, hut if you should think it 
desirable to return to this country, I shall he happy to have your as- 
sistance. 

I beg to be kindly remembered to Mrs. Clinton, if she should he 
with you. 

The A, G. to Major Sturgeon^ Royal Staff Corps, Almeida, 5th Dec. 1811. 

In reply to your letter, enclosing a crime against , private, — 

regt., I have to acquaint you that it is his Excellency’s pleasure that he, as well 
as the other soldiers who may have misconducted themselves, should be tried by 
a line Court Martial at Almeida ; and so soon as the sentence shall be approved 
of, tlie same being to he submitted to head quarters to be confirmed, the Provost 
Marshal shall proceed to Almeida, to have the punishment inflicted before the 
working parties. 

I have ordered hack the prisoner and the two soldiers you sent in here, and I 
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enclose a letter to 'tlie .senior officer of tlie working' parties, 'to asseiiiMe and' try" 
the pri'soners brought forward, directing him to report to me when the trials are 
over, enclosing, the proceedings. 

To "His Excellency C. Staart Freneda, 6th Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 2d. I propose that those for whose 
use the carts are hired, shall pay the fee of 200 rets to the magistrate for 
producing them ; and I shall authorise the Commissaries, and others of 
the British army, to charge this fee in their accounts (properly vouched), 
by the same G. O. in which I shall publish the regulation of the go- 
vernment 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Lord Liverpool, in 
answer to one which I wrote to him upon the effect produced upon the 
circulation of Portugal by the state of our affairs with America, and 
upon the remedy which I proposed in case those affairs should continue 
as they now are. From the statement in this letter, you will see that the 
harvest in Great Britain has been so little favorable that Portugal can’t 
expect any supply of corn from thence. It will therefore be desirable 
that you should take your measures in time to keep this country supplied 
from the Mediterranean and from America till the next harvest 

We have always in store for our army 3 months’ provisions, and I am 
about to order the Commissary Gen. immediately to make arrangements 
to get a supply for 3 months more, independently of what he may get 
from England. 

The supply of the Portuguese army is not so important as that of the 
nation ; and I am afraid we must submit to a drain of specie for that 
object. But the rise in the value of paper, and its increased circulation, 
owing to the financial measures, which ought not to be delayed, will, I 
hope, enable us to afford this expenditure of specie. 

To Lieut Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 18th and 21st ult., 
Nos. 12 and 13. 

In regard to the first, I beg you to observe, that before the allies are 
called upon to protect the guerrillas by retaliating upon the enemy the 
injuries they do to those who are prisoners, it is proper that the Spanish 


G. 0. Freneda, 7th Bee. 1811. 

2. The Conimander of the Forces has received frequent complarnts from officers, as well 
of the Portuguese as of the British army, belonging to the civil as well as the milirary 
department, and to the regiments, of the uncivil and, in various instances, insulting language 
in which some of the communications in writing with each other are carried on. It is 
impossible that the service should not suffer, if those who are to assist each other do lujt 
agree ; and it cannot be expected that they should agree, if harsh, uncivil, and insulting 
terms are used in their necessary communications. 

3. The Commander of the Forces is unwilling now to fake further notice of this subject, 
or to draw the attention of the army to those complained of. 

4. The Commander of the Forces has likewise, upon more than one occasion, received 
complaints of the disgraceful conduct of British officers towards the Portuguciseauthorities 
particularly the commanders of forts, and in provinces. He trusts that tins has pro- 
ceeded from inexperience; but he desires that an officer in the Portuguese service, in enm- 
mand, may be treated in every respect as an officer in His Majesty’s service in command. 
All officers and others belonging to the British army, passing through the limits of his 
command and the place of his residence, are to wait upon him, and acquaint him with the 
nature of the service or business ou which they are going. 
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govemmeiit aiid the regular Spanisli armies should protect them ; and 
^at the several guerrilla parties sliould protect each other. 

We have freqiiently heard of declarations that injuries should he re- 
taliated ; and hut few instances of those declarations being carried into 
execution, notwithstanding that the French murder the Spanish prisoners 
every day. When the Spanish government and armies shall take up this 
subject as they ought, it will rest with the British government (not me) 
to determine whether they will enter into this system of retaliation in 
favor of the Spaniards. 

j In answer to your second letter, I concur with you in opinion that the 
^ Spaniards gave hut little opposition to the entry of the enemy into As- 
' turias. Then they call upon me to make a movement for their relief. 
I am perfectly aware of the advantage which the enemy derive from their 
position in the Asturias; but no movement which I could make could 
relieve that province, supposing that I could make a movement. Bonet’s 
* division, by which the Asturias has been occupied, was never brought 
against this army. That division observed the army of Galicia while the 
army of the north came to the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, Till the army of 
Galicia shall be capable of moving, Bonet’s division is equally well situated 
for observing the army of Galicia in Asturias as in Leon ; and no move- 
ment which I could make could induce that division to leave the Asturias. 

But it is impossible for me to move more forward than I am at pre- 
sent. The Spaniards invariably forget that a large army must be sup- 
plied ; and although they cry out loudly for assistance, they invariably 
refuse and omit to supply with provisions those who go to give it to 
them ; which same provisions are afterwards forced from them by the 
enemy. The British army are therefore necessarily obliged to subsist on 
their magazines on the rivers ; and they can’t communicate with their 
magazines at a greater distance from them than they are at present. 

To B. Sydenham, Esq. Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

at # * # 

I am writing without much detailed knowledge upon this subject ; at 
the same time, I write in hopes that my reflections and suggestions may 
be of use. 

In regard to other points, I hope that the blow will not be struck too 
soon ; and that the Sovereigns of Europe, and all who are determined to 
resist Buonaparte, will enter into the plan with a determination to per- 
severe until they put an end to the system of making war as a financial 
resource ; that they won’t proceed according to the old plan of sacrificing 
a part to save the remainder, but will one and all persevere to the last, 
and either save all or lose all; with an entire conviction that the re- 
maindery as it is called, will, in the course of events, he taken from them, 
if they should cease to resist. I have given the Duke of Brunswick a 
lesson on this subject, which will not be useless if he has any communi- 
cation with the Continent. 

But the principal point on which I wished to write to you is the dis- 
posal of this army, supposing that there should be a general breeze in 
Europe. I think that you have miscalculated the means and resources 
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of France i,n men, and mistaken the objects of the French government in 
imagming that, under those circumstances, Buonaparte will be ohiiged.or 
inclined to withdraw his army from Spain. He will not even reduce, it 
considerably, but he will only not rein.force it. If I am .right, the British 
army cannot he so advantageously employed as in the Peninsula. . Of that, 
I trust, there is no doubt. If the B.ritish army is not employed in the 
Peninsula, that part of the world would soon he conquered ; and the arniy 
which would have achieved its conquest, reinforced by the levies in the Pe- 
ninsula, would reduce to subjugation the rest of the world. But that is not 
exactly the view which you have taken of the subject. You appear to 
think it probable that Buonaparte would he inclined or obliged to with- 
draw from the Peninsula; and you ask, what would I do in that case ? I 
answer, attack the most vulnerable frontier of France, that of the Pyrenees. 
Oblige the French to maintain in that quarter 200,000 men for their 
defence; touch them vitally there, when it will certainly be impossible to 
touch them elsew^here, and form the nations of the Peninsula into soldiers, 
who ■would be allies of Great Biitain for centuries. 

I acknowledge that this task would not be an easy one. But the diffi- 
culties are not insurmountable; and I think it is possible, with our mari- 
time resources, to form and maintain an army in the Pyrenees. 

But there is another view of this question ; and that is, wliat shall we do 
with this army if we don’t employ it in the Peninsula ? Government must 
first begin by understanding clearly that they cannot have this army in any 
part of the north of Europe, or in the Adriatic, in a state fit for service in 
less than 6 months after the resolution to alter its destination shall be 
passed . in the Cabinet. Who can foresee the events of 6 months in these 
clays? Who can depend upon his owm foresight? But there is another 
consideration to be adverted to. I have a gross 50,000 men, but I have 
never had 35,000 fit for duty in the field. But I will suppose that 
government could reckon upon 40,000 British troops. These could not 
act separately in Germany, or in the north of Europe : they must he 
attached to some other army, of which no power in Europe would give 
the British government the command. Could the British government 
leave its army at the disposal of Prussia, Kussia, or Austria, or of the 
insurgents in the north of Europe? Then comes the question of sup- 
plies. The British army must be well supplied, and might and wmuld be 
well supplied in the north of Europe. But it would soon be found that the 
foreign army to which it should be attached must be supplied likewise. 
Would the British government be prepared to defray the expense of both ? 
If they could not, the British army would starve equally with the foreign 
army * and what would the British public say to this ? 

I believe that the Court and head quarters of the army are very desirous 
of changing the seat of our operations, for reasons into which it is not now 
necessary to enter. Not so the public. But our ministers may depend 
upon it that they cannot establish any where such a system as they have 
here ; that they cannot any where keep in check so large a proportion of 
Buonaparte’s army, with such small comparative British means ; that they 
cannot any where be principals, and carry on the war upon their own 
responsibility, at so cheap a rate of men and means as they can here ; tlial 
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no seat of operations holds out such prospects of success, whatever may 
happen elsewhere, even for the attainment of those objects which would 
be in view in transferring the seat of the war to the north of Europe. 

To tbe Magistrate of tlie Town of , Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

Gomplaints have been made to me that the soldiers of the cavalry sell 
their clothes, arms, and accoutrements, and the forage for their horses, to 

the inhabitants of the town of , to obtain money to purchase wine. 

I have given directions that those guilty of these practices may be 
punished; but as there would be no sellers if there were no purchasers, 
I beg you to give notice to the inhabitants of the town and district of 
— that if any thing belonging to a soldier of the British army is found 
in the possession of any one of them, the person will he sent to my head 
quarters, in order to be brought to trial- before the Special Commission, 
and punished. 

To His Excellency C. Sluart. Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to inform you that a duel was fought on the lUh Nov. 
last, by Capt. * * ^ ^ and Capt. — — , of the — regt., in wdiich the former 
received a wound, of which he has since died. The duel was fought 
within the Portuguese territory. 

I request you to lay the enclosed papers on tbe subject before the 

Portuguese government, and to inform them that Capt. is in close 

arrest, and that he shall be given up to stand bis trial when the govern- 
ment of the country shall think proper to ask for him. 

To Lieut. Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Freneda, 7th Dec. 1811. 

I am very much in want of such, officers as Gen. Clinton and Gen. 
Macfarlane. One of our divisions is in itself a complete army, composed 
of British and foreign troops, artillery, departments, &c. ; and it requires 
some discretion and sense to manage such a concern. But when Lord 
W. Bentinck expresses a wish to have the assistance of those officers for 
the conduct of such a business as I imagine he has in hand (for I don^t 
know what it is), I could not think of detaining for a moment Gen. Clin- 
ton, respecting whom His Royal Highness left me an option. 

Accordingly, having received a letter from Gen. Clinton by the same 
post with yours of tbe 17 tb, expressing his wish to proceed to Sicily, 
I wrote him the answer of which I enclose the copy, giving my consent 
to his going there. 

I have given leave to Sir W. Erskine to go home to lease his estate ; 
and Gen. Cole wants to go, and will go before long. Murray also, l am 
sorry to say, is desirous of going for a short time. All that I am afraid of 
is, that on some fine day I shall be found with this large army, without the 
assistance which is necessary to conduct it. However, I must do my best. 

I propose to place Gen. Tilson under Gen. Hill. The 6th and 7th divi- 
sions are without Commanding officerSj and the 4th will be equally desti- 
tute when Gen. Cole shall go. The cavalry with Gen. Hill is under 
Major Gen. Long. When I say that the 7th division is without a Com- 
manding officer, I ought lo add, that I am perfectly satisfied with Alten, 
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wild is B, 0 W', the senior, and indeed the only General olScer with tliatdlfi- 
sion. But no 'business can be well conducted by any body who is to' ccm- 
duct it only for a time. The 6th division is commanded by Major Gen* 
Burne, and the 4th will be commanded by Major Gen. Keimiiis, wiien 
Gen. Cole sball go. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Frenecla, 7th Dec. ISIL 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Marshal SirW. Beresford, con- 
taining demands of the Portuguese government against — - ~ , and 
— - , late of the Lusitanian Legion. 

I proposed, for your Lordship’s decision, in my dispatch of the ISth 

Nov. 1811, a mode of settling the demand against — — ; and I 

request to have your Lordship’s decision on that subject, and on the de- 
mand against — . 

The A*G, to Lieut Oen, Graham, 1st dimion, 7tli Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th inst, and 
enclosures from Major Gen. H. Campbell and Col. Fuller, which have been submitted 
to the Commander of the Forces ; and I am to acquaint you that as soon as 
Lieut. CoL Woodford joins the battalion, his Excellency will permit Lieut. Col. 

* to proceed to England. 

His Excellency has always been desirous of carrying into execution the regi- 
mental orders issued in London by the Colonels of the Guards, but he conceives 
it is necessary likewise to pay attention to His Majesty’s orders. According to 
these, an officer, who is promoted or removed by the course of service, from a 
battalion abroad to a battalion at borne, is not to be allowed to quit the battalion 

abroad till tlie officer relieving him joins it. The desire that Lieut, Col. 

should return to England has always been stated as a matter of regimental ar- 
rangement, which, as has been above pointed out, is not consistent with His 
Majesty’s regulations on this head of service. If, however, it is essential for 

Lieut. Col. ’s business, and that he wishes to go, his Excellency, taking into 

consideration that CoL Woodford is arrived at Lisbon, will not object to it. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Freneda, Stb Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 4th, and I am happy to find that the 
revenue holds out. I am convinced that, if the government works in 
earnest, we shall soon have it in a very prosperous state. 

I observe that the marine cost, last month, above 500 contos. Surely 
this expense is now useless. It would be better to apply the money to 
pay the ransom to the Dey, and to get rid of the necessity of maintaining 
a navy, and of incurring this expense. 

I don’t know what to do with the 15,000 dollars which the committee 
for the charities have sent to me. 1st; Mr. Briscall, whom I charged 
with making inquiries, has been taken ill, and is gone to Lisbon. 2dly ; 
I find that the rich persons, in easy circumstances, and the poor, are 
equally desirous, and claim a right, to partake of the charity. The curates 
in the villages, who are the legitimate sources of intelligence regarding 
the wants of individuals, declare that they are afraid to omit the names of 
any in a list of persons distressed by the war. They say that the rich and 
po werful insist upon sharing with others ; and the curate of this very vil- 
lage says that a legacy of corn came into his hands, to be distributed to the 
poor of the village, in which rich and all insisted upon sharing alike. 

I acknowledge that this has given me a very bad opinion of the Portu- 
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guese; and if I caxi’t devise some mode of finding ont who are the really 
distressed, 1 shall send the money back, with the exception of 200 dollars, 
which I have given to Gen. Pack to lay out for the poor people of Freixo, 
Azinhal, &c. Up to this moment, the people have suffered but little. 
They gain a good deal of money by performing little services for the 
troops;' and there is a market in every village in which they are can- 
toned. This is better for the people than millions in charity. 

• I see in the newspapers that the Bishop of Guarda has reckoned every 
person in Ms diocese as distressed, in the same manner as my curates ; 
and he calculates the assistance which each can receive, out of the money 
placed in his hands, at 5 rets, which is about a farthing ! I am thoroughly 
convinced that there are 5 persons out of 10 in his diocese, who are richer 
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1. The Commander of the Forces observes, by the returns which he has lately examined 
of the means of transport attached to the several divisions to convey to them supplies, that 
some are attached to regimental or divisional hospitals, that others are attached to regiments, 
others posted for the purpose of keeping up the communications of the divisions ; all of 
which distributions diminish the means in the hands of the Commissaries to supply the 
troops, and are very inconvement to the service. 

2. When it is necessary that soldiers should be removed to the hospitals, and that the 
roads are of a description that the spring waggons cannot be used, the mules retuniing to 
the magazines for supplies must be employed to carry them to the hospitals, which have 
been stationed on the roads to the magazines with a view to this convenience. 

3. A regiment can have no service for mules which is not provided for by the G. O. 
of the army. 

4. The communications of the several divisions with head quarters are provided for 
by the arrangementsbf the Q. M. G. : the intenial communications of the divisions must 
be carried on by men on foot, unless on extraordinary occasions; to provide for which, or- 
derlies of the cavalry have been attached to the General officers commanding divisions, 
besides the officers of their staff. 

5. Under these circumstances the Commander of the Forces requests, that all the mules 
employed in any maimer, except in carrying supplies irom the magazines, or in the car- 
riage of ammutiition, may be returned to those services. 

6. If the General officer commanding a division finds it necessary to order that the 
means of transport attached to the brigades under his command should be employed in 
any maimer different from that for which they are provided, he is requested to report it, 

7. Notwithstanding that every brigade in the army is provided with the means of trans- 
port sufficient for the supply of the officers and troops with bread and forage, it is possible 
that, owing to the great distance of the magazines, and the accidents to which the transport 
of stores is liable, the supply of corn for the horses and mules attached to the infantry in 
particular may at times lail. 

8. There are substitutes, however, to be provided in tlie country, which will keep these 
animals in condition, even though they should not be regularly supplied with corn ; and 
having ascertained the price of a ration of com, before any expense of transport is incurred, 
the Commander of the Forces has directed, that from the 1st Dec. to the 1st March the 
officers of the inffintry of the army, and of the staff of the infantry, may receive 380 rets 
for each horse for every day the horses receive no com from the Commissariat, and 140 rets 
for each mule for every day their mules receive no corn. 

9. No officer is to draw for more than be actually keeps. 

10. The charges on this account will be paid monthly, or as soon after as possible, by 
the Assist. Commissaries attached to the brigade. The bills for them must be made out for 
each day, and the Commanding officer of the regiment must certify that the officers for 
whose horses and mules the charges have been made, have, to the best of his knowledge, 
received no corn from the Commissariat on that day, and none from any other source for 
which a charge can come against the public. The certificate must he countersigned by the 
quarter master of the regiment, and by the Assist Commissary attached to the brigade. 

1 1. The officers of the army will understand that the efforts made to supply corn to the 
regimental horses and mules will not be discontinued, and the expenses incurred for that 
object will not cease, notwithstanding that this allowance is granted. 

13. The Commander of the Forces hopes that these efforts will be moie successful here- 
after than they have been, and this allowance is giv'en only to enable the officers during the 
winter to provide a substitute in case they should fail. 
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in moBey at this 'm.oiia,ent than they were in the. year 1808. Their houses 
are .probably not in such good repair, their furniture not so good tir so 
plentiful, nor; tlieir .stores so full of com, wine, oil, and garlic, as they 
were then ; but there is no want of money. 

To His .Excelkiicj G. Stuart Freneda, lOtli, Dec. ISll. 

T have received your letter of the 6th. 

I am very sorry to say that I differ from the government on all their 
measures of finance ; and I am much afraid that they will not only defeat 
their own objects, but will entirely prevent me from deriving any advan- 
tage from those measures in the British finance in this country. 

The first measure goes to perpetuate the circulation of fictitious 
paper. Is it intended that all the circulating paper money shall have the 
stamp of all the subordinate officers, or of one only ? If of all, than the 
paper must circulate through all the offices before it can be worth any 
thing ; if of one only, then it is in the power of any office to circulate 
any fictitious paper they please. 

The Porifana, mentioned as the second measure, will he just as in- 
operative as the ancient law, if the intrinsic value of the paper, or, in 
other words, the credit of the government, is not improved by the mea- 
sures which they will now adopt. 

The third measure is not fit to he considered by a government, and 
shall not have one moment of my consideration. The government that 
jobs in stock on its own account can never acquire credit! 

The fourth measure goes to debase the copper coinage. Let the copper 
be issued at its value, and be exchanged for paper at the regular rate of 
exchange, and there will be no difficulty in making it current. The 
measure of issuing it at a depreciated rate in respect to other coins 
for paper, can have the effect of raising the value of paper only for a 
moment. 

The fifth measure will be good in 8 months hence; that is to say, in 
about 10 months after I had recommended it, and after the Prince had 
ordered it to be adopted. 

If it is proper and right to pay the interest on paper money, why not 
pay it from the 1st July ? Who will believe that the interest will be 
paid on the 1st June, 1812? Not I, certainly: and if the government 
don’t adopt some serious steps to raise the credit of this paper, 1 have in 
contemplation a measure which will destroy the whole fabric at once ; 
and that is, to give orders that it may not he received in payment for bills 
upon England. Why should the British army support the credit of a 
paper for which the government will do nothing ? I had lately nearly 
,;£'500,000 in this paper : that is to say, a large proportion of the whole ; 
hnt unless its credit is raised, that shall never again happen. 

In regard to the sixth measure, I protest against the whole of it, ex- 
cepting that part to pay the interest on Apolices from the 1st July. I 
object entirely to the creation of new paper or new funds, before the old 
paper is provided for. As for the scheme of discriminating between the 
old holders and new purchasers of Apalices^ and of canvassing the prices 
paid for Apoikes^it is., the most wild and extravagant, the least practicable, 
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tlie most imjost, and most inconsistent witli the principles of financial 
policy, that has ever yet come under my view. 

1 beg the government to advert to my first letter to them on the 3d 
Oct., on the subject of the interest on paper money, which is the founda- 
tion of all their proceedings on this subject. I repeat, that unless they 
can improve the credit of the circulating medium in Portugal, Great Bri- 
tain can’t maintain the contest in the Peninsula, not for want of means, 
because, tbank God 1 Great Britain was never in so prosperous a state ; 
but because the state of the world will not allow her to procure a suffi- 
cient quantity of specie. 

If Great Britain should be obliged to withdraw from the contest, or if 
I should think proper to adopt the measure which I have above pointed 
out in regard to paper money, (and I must adopt some measure of the 
kind, if the circulating value of the paper money is not improved,) what 
will become of their fine spun and stock jobbing theories for the improve- 
ment of their credit ? 

I can give no opinion respecting the taxes on the farmers, till I know 
exactly what they are. Generally speaking, it is- a gross error to believe 
that the country is so much distressed as is stated. I would also ob- 
serve upon all Principal Sousa’s plans, that they are drawn with a view to 
a state of peace. Portugal is at war, and must be at war ; and great 
sacrifices must be made, and every nerve and resource must be strained, to 
carry the country through its difficulties. It will afterwards be time to 
think of improvements. This is the only country in the world which, 
having such an enemy to oppose, and such a cause to fight for, would think 
of leaving any resource unapplied to the purposes of war. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 12th Dec. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters to the 27th Nov. 

The result of Gen. Ballesteros’ expedition could not be different from 
what it has been. He advanced without plan or object, and without force 
sufficient to effect any thing important. He was necessarily obliged to 
retire as soon as a sufficient force was brought against himj and in the 
mean time, his own and the British troops have suffered from the priva- 
tions to which they have been liable, and exposure to the weather at this 
season of the year. 

It is a mistake to suppose that these sufferings, and the consequent de- 
ficiency of numbers, are confined to our troops. Our officers are not yet 
brought to consider these evils with indifference; and the trouble which 
the care of the sick of the British army brings upon our officers, draws 
their attention to the diminution of the numbers of the British troops, 
while no care being taken of the sick of the Spanish army, the officers know 
nothing about them ; and although we don’t hear so much of sickness, 
and of diminution of numbers, from the Spanish officers, it may he de- 
pended upon, that no men can hear hunger and fatigue, and the exposure 
to wet and cold in this season of the year, without suffering from it ; that 
all suffer equally, probably those most who are the least clothed, and have 
been least fed and taken care of before. 

I am concerned to observe that Col. Skerrett attributes the necessity for 
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tlie retreat of' Oen. Ballesteros and himself in the end of Novemher,; to 
Gen. Hill’s retnrn to Ms cantonments in the end of October. We, in ihia 
part of the Peninsula, have never had any knowledge of the plan or 
object of, or the means for Gen. Ballesteros* operations ; and Gen. 
Hill’s expedition was planned without any reference to what was passing 
in toe bay of Gibraltar. Gen. Hill had an object which he executed, and 
then returned to his cantonments according to the orders be received. 
These orders were given, because it was known that Gen. Hill could not 
Stay any longer without uselessly exposing his troops to the wants and 
hardships of which Col. Skerrett complains, and which are inseparable 
from all operations in the Peninsula, particularly in Spain. Although we 
may he blamed for the necessity of the late retreat of Gen* Ballesteros, 
&c., it is certainly true that Gen, Daricau’s detachment has arrived in 
Estremadura, and that there are more of the enemy’s troops now in that 
province south of the Guadiana, than there were when Gen. Hill with- 
drew from Merida, So far, it will he admitted, that since Gen. Hill’s 
operation, some troops have been removed from Andalusia; and certainly 
none have returned thither. I have thought it proper to advert to these 
opinions, which, as usual, will be used as topics of abuse against the 
British government, in order to make known to you these matters of fact, 
as an answer to them. 

Mr, Wellesley has stated to me that it was possible that toe Spanish 
government might require the assistance of 800 or 1000 men to garrison 
Carthagena. Adverting to the importance of this place as a naval station, 
I have taken upon myself to allow that number of men to proceed 
to Carthagena, till the pleasure of H. R. H. the Prince Regent can 
be known. Accordingly, if Mr, Wellesley should desire it, I request 
you to send thither the 2d batt. 61 th regt., and the battalion of foreign 
detachments, or, in lieu of the latter, 5 companies of the regiment ‘ de 
Watteville,’ if it should be your opinion that they are more to be de- 
pended upon than toe battalion of foreign detachments. You will also 
send there one captain and 2 subalterns of engineers and one company of 
artillery. 

Col. Lambert^ is to go in command of these troops, till I can relieve 
him by the arrival of a General officer in this country. You will send 
with them an officer of the commissariat, and a sufficient number of 
officers of the medical department, supplied with medicines : but until 
further orders these troops are to be considered as a detachment from the 
garrison of Cadiz. 

I enclose a copy of the instructionsf which I gave to the detachment 
which was sent from this army to Cadiz, which must be the guide for the 
troops at Carthagena, as far as they may be applicable. I wish that it 
should be stipulated that the British detachment should occupy the castle 
on toe height at the entrance of the harbour, as being the most important 
position, that from which it is most easy to communicate with toe sea, 
and the most healthy situation. 


* Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Bambert, G.C.B. ^ 

t See letter to B. Frere, Esq., Torres Vedras, 5tb Peb. 1810, voL m* p ^0 J and kte 
to Major Gen. the Hon. W. Stewart, Visen, 27tJi Feb. 1810, vol. Hi* p. 748, 
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I beg tLat &e officers of the^tigineers and artillery may im 
be employed to make omt and send me plans and descriptions of the place, 
returns of tbe ordnance, ammunition, and stores which it contains, and 
accounts of its capacity for defence. I request that the attention of the 
senior officer of engineers may be turned in particular to the height on 
the right of the entrance of the harbour; and that he will report whether 
that height can be occupied by field works in such a manner as to be 
tenable ; and particularly, whether from that height it is practicable to 
have a secure communication with tbe harbour. 

I likewise wish tbe same circumstance to be reported in regard to tbe 
fort on the height on the left of the entrance of the harbour ; and the 
nature of the communication between the two, the breadth of the harbour 
to he passed, the means of passing, &c. 

The attention of the medical department must he turned to the state of 
the health of the existing garrison and of the inhabitants of Carthagena ; 
and if the yellow fever should still prevail there, Col. Lambert must not 
land. The medical gentlemen must report on the nature of that disease, 
whether it is practicable by any precautions, such as burning infec- 
tious clothes, &c., to prevent its return in the next hot season, or to miti- 
gate or guard against its effects. They will particularly advert to the 
situation of the fort which I wish the British troops to occupy, and will 
see whether it would he possible to prevent the communication between 
that fort and the town, so as to prevent infection. 

If Col. Lambert should find the place attacked when he shall arrive 
there, he will decide to land or not, according to his view of the chances 
which may exist that the assistance of the detachment under his command 
may save the place, if there should he provisions and ammunition suffi- 
cient to last during the siege. He will likewise advert to the possibility 
of embarking; and, if it should he practicable, be will embark bis 
detachment before the place shall capitulate, supposing it to be reduced 
to such an extremity. But if he should be of opinion, on bis arrival, that 
the assistance of his detachment may save the place, he is not to he pre- 
vented from landing to aid in its defence by a notion of the possibility 
that he may not be able to re-embark. In that case he will endeavor to 
prevail with the governor to send away the most valuable ship timber and 
naval stores in the transports which will take his detachment ; but if he 
should not succeed, or if it should be impracticable to embark those 
stores, he will insist with the governor, before he will land, as a condition 
on which alone he can land, that before the governor shall enter into any 
terms of capitulation with the enemy, or before he shall stand a storm, all 
the ship timber and naval stores, ships, craft, &c., in the place or harbour, 
shall be burnt. 

Mr. Wellesley will give Col. Lambert the necessary letters to the 
governor of Carthagena. 

The troops must take with them 200,000 rounds of musket ammuni- 
tion, besides 60 rounds per man in their pouches. 

To Dom M. Foijaz. Freneda, 12th Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 29th Nov., regarding the mistake 
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wbicli! appears to have occurred in England in respect to, the grant of the 
favors of H. R. H. ,tlie Prince Regent of Portugal to Brig. Gen. Wilson^ 
the governor of the province of Minho. 

As a British subject. Brig. Gen. Wilson could not accept the honor 
conferred upon him bj His Royal Highness, excepting hy the permission 
of H. E. H. the,. Prince ,Regent of Great Britain and Ireland, in the name 
and on behalf of His Majesty ; and I applied for this permission for him 
ill a dispatch to the Sec. of State, dated the 30th Oct., being convinced, 
as well from the communication I had with that officer, as from the com- 
munication I had with the Governors of the Kingdom, that His Royal 
Highness intended to confer upon him that mark of his favor. 

It is possible that His Royal Highness had likewise conferred upon 
Sir R, Wilson the same mark of his favor; and that knowing that he wiis 
not in Portugal, His Royal Highness did not communicate that circum- 
stance to the Governors of the Kingdom. It might have been made known 
to Sir R. Wilson through his Royal Highness’ Ambassador at the Court of 
London ; and Sir R. Wilson might have obtained by personal application 
the permission of his own Sovereign to accept it. It is not improbable, 
however, that a mistake has been made in the names of the two individuals ; 
that the permission of H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Great Britain for 
myself and, others to accept these honors and distinctions, has been pub- 
lished m ihe London Gazette^ in consequence of some communication 
to the British government, besides those which I addressed to the Sec. of 
State in my own case, that of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, Conde de Trancoso, 
that of Brig. Gen. Trant, and that of Brig. Gen. Wilson, to all of which I 
have received answers, excepting the last. 

Under these circumstances, it appears to me desirable that the Governors 
of the Kingdom should have an explanation with His Royal Highness’ 
Ambassador at the Court of London upon this subject ; and I entertain 
no doubt that H. R. H. the Prince Regent of Portugal intended to confer 
this honor upon Brig. Gen. Wilson, the governor of Minho. I propose to 
address the Sec. of State upon the subject. 

In regard to Marshal Sir W. Beresford, Conde de Trancoso’s letter, it 
is proper that it should be transmitted to he laid before H. R. H. the 
Prince Regent of Portugal. 


To the Et. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 12th Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 27th, and since, those of the 18th and 
30th. I believe Gen. Cooke is right in allowing Col. Skerrett to remain 
at Taxifa, under the circumstance which existed in tlie end of last month. 
But I don’t know what the plan of the Spaniards is, and what they are 
about. They appear inclined to throw upon us the burthen of occupying 
and supplying with provisions all the places to the southward, while they 
are to keep the command of them ; and we are to depend for the safety 
and honor of our troops in those places, not only upon those Commanding 
officers in the field, but upon the Commanding officers in the places. 

We have a strong interest in the success of the war, but the people of 
the Peninsula have a stronger; and although I feel no inclination to refuse 
the assistance of the King’s troops when it is necessary, I think that that 
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necessity slionld be clearly made out ; and that when it is to be attributed 
to tbe deficiency of system in the Spanish government and officers, they 
should be made to feel this deficiency upon every occasion on which they 
require our assistance. We went to Cadiz to be auxiliaries in the garrison ; 
and the King’s troops were placed under the orders of the Governor, on 
the positive conditions which were agreed to, and have never been altered. 
One of these was, that our troops should not go beyond the harbour. 
We are now obliged to occupy Tarifa with part of the garrison of Cadiz. 
We take the field with Gen. Ballesteros upon no known plan, and with no 
defined object ; and then when Gen. Ballesteros and all retire upon tbe 
enemy advancing, I am told that they have retired, because Gen. Hill, 
who had accomplished the object of his expedition, had returned to his 
cantonments. I knew nothing of Gen. Ballesteros’ plans or objects ; and 
Gen. Hill’s expedition could have nothing to do with Gen. Ballesteros. 
Since Gen. Hill’s expedition, and his return to his cantonments, the 
enemy’s force in Estremadura have been much increased, instead of being 
diminished. Gen. Hill, however, did not return because he was pressed 
by the enemy, but because he began his operation with a defined object ; 
which object he accomplished ; and as usual, in Spain, he began to feel 
distress for want of provisions ; and if he had stayed, and the enemy had 
been reinforced, he might have been distressed in his retreat. , 

But we are not only called upon to occupy Tarifa, but Carthagena. Is 
it not proper to make the Spanish government, and the nation, and the 
world feel the shameful neglect of that place of which they have been 
guilty? If 1000 men are wanting for Carthagena, is it proper that our 
garrison of Cadiz should be called upon to supply them ? If new fortifi- 
cations are wanting, ought we to defray the expense of constructing them ? 
These are the questions which occur every day in all our concerns with 
these nations of the Peninsula; and I can only say, that if we are induced, 
by a sense of our own interest in maintaining the contest, to give them 
this extraordinary assistance, we ought to make them feel it as a favor, 
and we ought to represent to them the disgraceful neglect of which they 
are guilty, in coming upon us at this late period for assistance to garrison 
and fortify Carthagena. 

I write to Gen. Cooke to desire, that if you should require it, he will send 
1000 men to Carthagena, detaining at Cadiz the regiment ‘ de Watteville.’ 
I particularly request, however, that these men may not he sent to Cartha- 
gena unless the Spanish government should request this assistance as a 
favor, and that all the conditions which I made with the late Regency 
before I allowed the troops to land at Cadiz, are consented to in respect 
to the garrison of Carthagena. I besides require, that our troops at Car- 
thagena should occtipy the fort (the name of which I don’t know) which 
is situated on the height which commands the harbour. I write upon these 
points to Major Gen. Cooke. 

I have ordered 4 casks, containing 24 dozens of claret, round to Cadiz 
for you. 

I had written to England at the request of Gen. Castanos, to desire that 
endeavors might be made to have the Marques de Cruz exchanged. 
But as he is in Buonaparte’s clutches, I don’t think there is any chance 
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of success. ■ ;Belweea otirselvesj I think 'the Prince d^Aremherg, heing a 
member of the Confederation of the Rhine, and married to Mad^®-Ta8cher, 
the intended of Ferdinand VIL,, is too great a card to give up for the 
Marques de, Crnz. 

I will taka care that Gen. Doyle’s recruits shall inarch through Por- 
tugal by a convenient route, and shall be well provisioned on their inarch, 
whenever there are any to march. But having spoken to Gen. Castahos 
and Gen. Giron on this subject, they tell me, that since the embarkation 
of troops for America, the people of Estremadura and Castille have be- 
come more unwilling to enlist as soldiers, and particularly unwilling to 
go to Cadiz. 

P.S. I have reports this day from Badajoz and from Salamanca, that 
Suchet had retired from Valencia. If this is true, it may not he necessary 
that we should occupy Carthagena. However, I hope that the Spanish 
government will not any longer neglect that place ; and if they will attend 
to it, and ask as a favor that our troops should he allowed to go there, 
I have no objection to sending there 1000 men. 

I have omitted to recommend to you to suggest to the Admiral to 
employ some of his craft with the Spanish craft at Cadiz, to observe San 
Lucar, and any other point at which the French can communicate with 
the coast of Barbary, to prevent the import of provisions. It is really 
most important to make their armies feel the distress which they make 
the rest of the world feel. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Preneda, 12th Dec. 1811. 

I addressed your Lordship on the 30th Oct., and begged you to request 
the permission of H. R, H. the Prince Regent, for Brig. Gen. Wilson, of 
the Portuguese service, to accept the honor of Commander of the Order 
of the Tower and Sword, conferred upon him by the Prince Regent of 
Portugal. 

The permission of His Royal Highness has since appeared in the 
^London Gazette^ of the 26th Oct., for Sir R. A¥iison to accept the 
Order of the Tower and Sword; and the Secretary of the Local govern- 
ment of Portugal has written to me a letter, of which I enclose the copy 
and copies of its enclosures, expressing the opinion of the government 
that some mistake had been made. I likewise enclose the draft of my 
answer, which I had written before I had adverted to the date of the 
® London Gazette^ which was four days previous to the date of my letter 
to your Lordship regarding the honor conferred upon Brig. Gen. Wilson. 

I entertain no doubt now, that the British government had received 
intimation of the honors conferred upon His Majesty’s subjects by the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, through some channel besides myself ; and it 
is possible that the Prince Regent of Portugal may have intended to confer 
the Order of the Tower and Sword upon Sir R. Wilson as well as upon 
Brig. Gen. Wilson. 

But there is no doubt whatever, that the person referred to by His Royal 
Flighness in his letters to this country, is Brig. Gen. Wilson (Lieut. Colonel 
of the Royal York Rangers), and I shall be very much obliged to your 
Lordship if you will obtain the permission of H. R. Hf the Prince Regent 
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that he may accept this honor; and if you will have the mistake in the 
^ London Gazette ^ of the 26th Oct. rectified, if the order has not likewise 
heen conferred on Sir E. Wilson. 

To the Bari of Liverpool. Freneda, 12tH Bee. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter, and its enclosures, which I have 
received from Lieut Gen. Graham, regarding the grant of medals to 
Lieut. Col. Ponsonby, Lieut. CoL Jackson, Lieut. Col, Acheson, Major 
Busche, and Major Hope. These officers are so highly meritorious, and 
their conduct has been so conspicuously good, that I Leg leave to recom- 
mend them to your Lordship’s consideration. 

To the Bari of Liverpool. Freiaeda, 12th Bee. 1811. 

When the enemy retired from the neighbourhood of Gibraltar and 
Tarifa, as reported in my dispatch of the 13th ult., I concluded that Col. 
Skerrett’s detachment would return to Cadiz, and I directed that, according 
to your Lordship’s orders, the regiment ‘ de Watteville ’ should he sent to 
Ireland. But CoL Skerrett having still continued detached from Cadiz, 
as your Lordship will have seen, the regiment ^ de Watteville ’ is still at 
that place, 

I have now the honor to enclose the extract of a letter from Mr. Wel- 
lesley regarding the expediency of occupying Carthagena with a detach- 
ment of British troops, to which I have answered, that should the Spanish 
government request as a favor that a British detachment should be sent to 
Carthagena, I would consent to send a detachment. 

Accordingly, I have directed Major Gen. Cooke to send there, if re- 
quired by Mr. Wellesley, the battalion of foreign detachments, or 5 com- 
panies of the regiment ‘de Watteville,’ and the 2d batt. 67th regt., and a 
company of artillery, and officers of engineers, to report the state of the 
place, in order to enable His Majesty’s government to decide whether they 
will keep the detachment there or not. I enclose the copy of a letter 
which I have written to Major Gen. Cooke upon this subject; and I beg 
to have your Lordship’s orders regarding this detachment as soon as may 
he convenient. 

I should not have sent the troops to Carthagena, only that I have 
reason to believe, that before this time the disorder, which has prevailed 
there, has disappeared. Before the next summer, we shall have oppor- 
tunities of ascertaining its exact nature ; and whether it will be possible 
to prevent its return, or to mitigate or to guard against its effects by 
precautions. It will be in the power of His Majesty’s government to 
withdraw the troops, if they should think proper, before the return of 
the season in which they would be liable to this sickness; and in the 
mean time the troops may save this important place for the allies. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 12th Dec. 1811. 

The enemy have made no movement of importance in this quarter 
since I addressed you on the 4th inst. I have received reports, that in 
the beginning of the month, Marshal Marmont had collected some of his 
troops at Navalmoral : but if these reports are correct, I believe he did 
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80 only because he heard that our cantonments had been closed up in 
the, end' of last month. ' Marmont’s headquarters are again, at Talavera 
de, la Eeyna. I understand that the troops at Plasencia are suffering from 
want ; hut it is the common practice of the French Generals to collect 
in store a quantity of provisions to answer for a sudden movement, 
while the troops are left to provide for themselves as they can ; and it 
frequently happens that, as in this case, the troops are suffering from want, 
while I know that there are considerable quantities of provisions in store. 

I have received accounts from Cadiz to the 30th Nov. Gen. Balles- 
teros had been obliged again to retire under the protection of the guns of 
Gibraltar ; and Col. Skerrett had retired to Tarifa. It appears that the 
enemy have brought some troops from Granada to act upon Gen. Balles- 
teros, as well as the division under Gen. Semel6, belonging to the 1st corps. 

The official accounts from Yalencia come down as far as the 20th Nov. 
The enemy had not at that period made any progress in their attack upon 
Gen, Blake’s position in front of the town. The chiefs of guerrillas, 
Duran, El Empecinado, and Espoz y Mina, had been very active and 
successful in their operations against the enemy. It appears by the 
accounts which I have received from the latter, which are confirmed by 
the enemy’s correspondence which has been intercepted, that he had 
beaten a force sent against him, consisting of 1100 men of the garrison 
of Zaragoza, on the 17th Oct, and had taken 650 prisoners, and that 
only 3 men of the enemy had escaped. The prisoners have arrived at 
Coruna, 

It is generally reported, that in consequence of the successes of the 
guerrillas, Marshal Suchet had been obliged to retire from Yalencia, 
after blowing up the castle of Saguntum. This report has come by so 
many different channels, from different quarters, that I hope it is founded 
in fact. 

To Capt Freneda, 14th Dec. 1811. 

I sent you by your messenger, on the — of last month, 50 dollars, 
an ass, and baskets, according to your desire, and I gave him 10 dollars 
for his trouble. I will with pleasure make you the monthly allowance 
which you desire, and will pay it in such manner as you may point out ; 
and I beg you to send me intelligence of all that passes that comes to 
your knowledge. It would he particularly desirable to receive it from 
the head quarters of the French army. You will continue to employ the 
old messenger till you can get a better. If I were to send you one, he 
might be discovered, and the consequences might he fatal to you. 

To the Rt Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 14th Dec. 1811. 

I enclose a correspondence which I have had with Mr. Stuart, regarding 
the conduct of the Spanish minister at Lisbon, upon which I request you 
to have a conference with Don E. de Bardaxi. 

I beg you to tell Don E. de Bardaxi at the same time, that if the Spanish 
mission at Lisbon will promise to discontinue the purchase of arms there, 
and will let me know the names of the agents they employ there for that 
purpose, if they should be English or Portuguese, I will give them twice 
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as many arms and sets of accoutrements as they can estimate they will 
purchase in any named time. 

Return the enclosures^ as I have no copies of them. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 14th Dec. 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th inst. 

As long as the person at the head of the Spanish mission at Lisbon was 
one of a conciliatory disposition^ it was desirable that ail the questions 
which could arise between the British and Spanish nations at Lisbon 
should be settled by amicable discussion between the ministers of the 
two Courts, without reference to the Portuguese government, in order to 
avoid the irritation which always attends discussions between a Portu- 
guese and a Spanish agent. But I believe it is quite unusual to settle 
diplomatic matters in that manner. The British minister at the Court of 
Lisbon has to conduct the business of his government only with that to 
which he is deputed, and if he has any complaint to make of the Spanish 
minister, or of the conduct of any Spanish subject at Lisbon, he should 
make it to the Portuguese government, with whom it would rest by their 
interference with the Spanish minister to give redress on the matter com- 
plained of. I recommend this mode of transacting business to your 
attention in future, so long as the Chevalier de Salmon shall be the 
Spanish Charg<l d^\^Faires, Accordingly, I request you to draw the atten- 
tion of the Portuguese government to the purchase of arms and accou- 
trements by the Spanish Chargd d’ Affaires at Lisbon. I have reason to 
believe that the purchases from British soldiers are not very numerous, 
hut each of them is very inconvenient, as it must be attended by the 
punishment of the soldier who sells his arms ; and I would prefer to give 
the Spanish Charge d’ Affaires 2 new stands of arms and sets of accoutre- 
ments for each one that he could expect to purchase by continuing this 
practice, rather than it should continue. I have written to Mr, Wellesley 
on this subject, and have desired him to make this offer to the Spanish 
government, to induce them to order that it may he discontinued. 

The Portuguese government are particularly interested in effectually 
putting an end to the purchase of arms at Lisbon, as it is positively a 
fact that no Portuguese soldier ever goes into hospital without selling his 
arms and accoutrements. If there were no purchasers for these articles, 
this practice would be necessarily discontinued, to the great advantage of 
the service. 

In regard to the particular point of difference with the Chevalier de 
Salmon on the present occasion, I have communicated with Gen. Castahos, 
who knows that it is the common practice of all armies, that when a 
soldier, unknown^ has committed an outrage, whole regiments are paraded 
to enable the person making the complaint to point out the person against 
whom he complains. It is so common a practice, and so much a matter 
of course in this army, that I am seldom called upon to interfere ; but 
the Commanding officers parade their men on the first requisition. In a 
very recent instance, some soldiers having committed an outrage in their 
shirts and trousers, a whole brigade were paraded, dressed in a similar 
manner, to enable those complaining to know and point out those who 
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injured tliem. Geii.,. Casteiios is so convinced that this is the practice, 
that he has sent orders to the officer commanding the detachments of 
Spanish troops at Lisbon, to show to the serjeant of the * Chasseurs Bri- 
tanniqnes’ the men of his detachment, in order that he may point out the 
soldier from whom he received his wound. 

According to the mode of doing business, which I recommend to you 
in the commencement of this letter, in relation to the Spanish mission at 
Lisbon, it will he necessary in future that, when Major Gen. Peacocke 
has any reason to complain of any of the Spanish troops, he should make 
his complaint to Gen. de Noronha, who will give such orders upon the 
subject as he may think proper, as he is the General commanding the 
troops at Lisbon. 

If the matter is of that description that the interference of the govern- 
ment is necessary, it will then of course he Gen. Feacocke’s duty to lay 
the subject before you, to be communicated to the Portuguese govern- 
ment. 

I would recommend, however, to Gen. Peacocke, to confine his com- 
plaints on these subjects to a mere statement of facts. Reflections don’t 
add to tlie force of facts, at the same time that they occasion and increase 
irritation between officers of allied nations, who ought to be friends, t 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Freneda, 16th Dec. 1811, 10 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me have the state 
of the supplies, with the several divisions of infantry, brigades of artillery, 
and regiments of cavalry, to the latest period to which each can be 
made up. 

As Gen. Graham is always liable to be called away from the 1st divi- 


Q, O. Freneda, 15th Dec. 1811. 

Ijt # # # * 

Tlie claims sent to the Military Secretary will be referred to this Board for tlieir consi- 
deration aiid decision. 

2. Major Gen. Le Marchant and any two of the officers above named may constitute the 
Board. 

3. The principles on which such claims are to be considered and decided, are as follow : 
No claim for a loss can be allowed which has been occasioned by a disobedience of 
orders, or by neglect, or omission in the party claiming for the loss, or his servant or bat man. 
No claim can be allowed for a loss sustained by the ordinary occurrences of the service, 
such as deaths of horses or mules of fatigue occasioned by the ordinary marches of the 
army, the loss of accoutrements and necessaries in hospital, or by the breaking down of 
carts, fatigue of oxen, &c. &c. 

4. As the principle on which the compensation for losses by the public is founded, is that 
the claimant may replace his loss, and the public may not lose his services, claims fur 
losses on behalf of officers or soldiers who are dead cannot be admitted. 

5. As the officers of the army have been restricted in the amount of their baggage by dif-» 
ferent orders, by the late and by the present Commander of the Forces, it would be 
inconsistent with every principle on which compensation for losses is granted, and with the 
practice of former Boards of Claims, if the full amount of the whole of an officer’s bag- 
gage, as allowed by His Majesty’s regulations, was granted to replace the baggage allowed 
to be carried, or actually carried, by any officer on the service in Spain or Portugal. 

6. The value of the whole, and of the different proport ions of officers’ baggage lost, is to 
l)e rated at two thirds of the sum allowed by His Majesty’s regulations. 

7. The claims for regimental baggage, accoutrements, and horse appointments lost, are 
likewise to be considered and decided u|K)H by the Board upon the same principle. 

8. But it is to be observed that clothing, accoutrements, and horse appointments lost, 
can be paid for according to the practice of the service, only when they siikll be replaced 
by new, and then only three fourths of the price. 
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sion, it would be desirable that be should have attached to him a commis- 
sariat establishment, with mules, &c., for the use of the General and his 
Staff, with bread, &c., and corn for their horses. The mules might be- 
tahen from that brigade of the 1st division, with which the General has 
been estimated for hitherto. It does not appear that there would be any 
necessity that the person with Gen. Graham should have bullocks attached 
to him, as he can always get meat from any division with which he 
may be. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General* Freneda, 17tli Dec, 1811, 

I have the honor to enclose an extract* of a letter from the Sec, of 
State, pointing out the deficiency of the crops of com for the consump- 
tion of the people of Great Britain in the current year, to which I request 
you to advert in reference to the demands for supplies of corn for the 
army. 

Adverting to the length of time which was likely to elapse before 
the army would receive from England those supplies which would be 
procured there, after the demand for them should he made from hence, 
Mr. Kennedy and I had agreed that there ought to be in store in Por- 
tugal, at all times, a supply for the consumption of the army for 3 months. 
But as it now appears that we can^t expect to procure corn from England, 
I recommend that you should have in store a supply of bread, corn, and 
forage for 6 months, and of the other articles which can be procured from 
England, for the period formerly determined on. 

It would he desirable to have inquiries made, whether oats could not be 
procured at a cheap rate in Ireland. If they should he procured there, 
however, it is desirable that they should he shipped in bags, and not in 

* The Earl of Liverpool to Vise. Wellington. London, 2ist Nov. 1811. 

I am sorry to be under the necessity of informing you that, owing to a blight in the 
month of June, the crops of wheat and of barley (especially that of the wheat) are now 
ascertained to be very far below an average crop. You are probably aware that in an 
abundant year we cannot do more than feed ourselves ; but upon the occasion of former 
scarcities, we have liad the resource of importation from other countries, particularly from 
those bordering on the Baltic. In the actual situation of Europe, it is doubtful how far 
this resource will be available at all, probably not to any great extent ; and even if avail- 
able, the corn will be to be purchased by some exportation of specif which, in other views 
of the subject, will be greatly inconvenient to us, under the present circumstances. I have 
thought it right that you should be apprised of this state of our affairs at home. 

You will perceive by this statement, how little you can depend upon any supply of com 
from this country. I have desired that inquiry may be made as to the quantity of rice in 
hand, and may perhaps be able to send a supply of this article, though not to a very large 
extent, but your chief dependence must be upon America, the Barbary Powers, and the 
Mediterranean ; and I strongly recommend that no time should be lost in making the neces- 
sary arrangements for a supply from these quarters. 

I am aware of the inconvenience that must arise from the exportation of specie to meet 
these demands. But the only remedy which occurs as applicable to this evil, is an en- 
deavor to make the purchases by British manufactures instead of by coin. And if this 
could be accomplished, a double advantage might he gained. Notwithstanding the pro- 
hibition of the Americans, there are some articles of this country which must have become 
really matters of necessity to them, and which they must be desirous therefore of procuring at 
some risk. It is to be hoped, likewise, and there is some reason to believe, that the glut of 
British manufactures which has existed' in South America for 2 or 3 years, owing to the 
over trading of our merchants, is in a great measure at an end ; that thei*e may be expected, 
therefore, a demand to a limited extent, from that quarter ; and that the advantage of a trad- 
ing voyage may therefore prove a strong inducement to the Americans to bring their 
supplies to Spain and Portugal, as on the export of their raw produce their own internal 
prosperity and resources essentially depend. 
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.'■bulk, as is usuallj' practised. If the .latter mode of 'shipping them he 
adopted, they generally heat in the holds of the ships; and if the oats 
should be thus damaged, upon being landed, they would do the horses hut 
little good. ■ ' 


To Lieut Gen. Hill. Freneda, I7th Dec. 1811, 10 

I concur with you that the report on the 39th is satisfactory, and that 
you should move the 2d hatt. to the cantonments of the 1st, preparatory 
to the transfer of the drafts on the 25th inst.,for which I shall give orders. 

To Vice Adm. tiie Hob. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 17th Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 9th inst. 

The establishment of a telegraph communication from the mouth of the 
Guadiana to Eivas might be very convenient under certain circumstances ; 
but, on the other hand, as the line must be carried along tbe frontier, it 
would not be difficult for the enemy to intercept it. Under these circum- 
stances I am unwilling to recommend to the Portuguese government to 
incur an expense to provide for a possible convenience, with the amount 
of which I am entirely unacquainted. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know if you 
have any notion what the expense of this line of telegraphs will be. * 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 17th Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 12th, and I recommend to you to 
renew your measures in America, so far as to send there bills for ^*400,000, 
to be laid out in purchases of corn ; to adopt those which you propose for 
the purchase of rice to the amount of £200,000 in the northern provinces 
of Brazil ; and further, to make an effort to get grain from the coast of 
Africa. 

This grain must be paid for in bills upon England, if possible. If we 
can’t get it for bills, we must endeavor to send money; but I can’t enter 
into tbe detail of sending colonial goods or merchandise to pay for corn. 
The merchants of England will of course send colonial goods and mer- 
chandise where they can sell it with advantage, and they will do what they 
will think most advantageous with the money. "We have no colonial 
goods to send to barter for corn, nor would it be expedient to have a store 
of them at Lisbon, with a view to such a traffic. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 17th Dec. 1811. 

Adverting to the enclosures in your letter of the 1 1th, I observe that 
the sum for the military chest is about 5430 cofitos during the year, or 
about 400 a month, or about 1,000,000 cruzados. I very much 

fear that that will not be sufficient for the expenses. 

I beg to observe that the demand of our Commissariat for supplies to 
the Portuguese troops comes to about £50,000 every month, and I have 
before me at this moment a demand for supplies for the Portuguese 
army for one month, amounting to £90,000 : the two together make 
£140,000. To this sum must be added, as regular demands, pay and 
supplies to the regiments at Cadiz. The monthly amount of the subsidy, 


412 


PORTUGAL. 


at £2,000,000 a year, would be £166,000; so that you see that we could 
not pay in money, with propriety, more than £20,000 to £25,000111 any 
one month. 

It is really necessary and desirable that you, and Beresford, and Dom 
M. Forjaz, should examine with minuteness every part of the estimate of 
the military expenditure, and see what can, with propriety, be struck off. 
There is a vast sum spent in the north for no reason whatever. I think 
also that it would be very desirable that Beresford and Dom M. Forjaz 
should examine very particularly the demands for supplies on our Com- 
missariat. We feed the whole army, excepting 2 brigades here, and 
2 brigades and one brigade of cavalry in the Alentejo; yet they have 
demanded com and flour for bread, besides rice in lieu of bread, suffi- 
cient for above ^0,000 men, for one month’s consumption I Where have 
they W, 000 men ? They have besides demanded B%600 lbs. of salt 
pork, and a sufficient quantity of corn to supply ^000 horses for a month, 
although I believe they have not *100 horses fit for service in the world ! 

This must be either a joke ora mistake, or else I suspect that the 
Principal calls upon the Commissariat for supplies for his agricultural 
schemes ; but it will not answer to have these supplies taken out of the 
military chest. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 18th Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which Gen. Castanos 
has sent to me by Gen. Alava, in which the Spanish minister at War has 
suggested that you should make some movement to draw the enemy’s 
attention from Gen. Ballesteros, and from Tarifa. 

As far as I am able to judge of the enemy’s position in Estremadura, 
they have no troops belonging to the 5th corps between the Guadiana 
and the Tagus. Drouet’s head quarters are, I believe, at Almendralejo, 
and it is probable that a considerable body of the corps are near that 
place. There appears to be a brigade in and about Zafra, and I imagine 
that some of the troops are at La Serena. There appears to me no mili- 
tary difficulty in your advancing to Merida, excepting the want of sub- 
sistence. 

The garrison of Badajoz, although, I believe, of the same strength as it 
has been for the last 6 months, is not so well composed, being principally 
^ German troops. It must be observed, however, that the French battalions 


G. O. Freneda, 18 th Dec. 1811 . 

7- The Commander of the Forces begs that the soldiers of the regiments of the 1st, 3d, 
4th, and Light divisions, and Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade, may be employed in making 
fascines and gabions and pickets of the following dimensions : 

2. Fascines of 1 foot thick and 6 feet in length. 

3. Gabions 3 feet in height by 2 feet 3 inches diameter, of the same numbers that there 
will be of the fascines. 

4. Twice as many pickets as there will be fascines, 3 feet 6 inches long. 

5. These articles when made are to be kept at the head quarters of the several regiments ; 
an officer of engineers will be sent round to inspect them, and will pay those who shall 
have made them, for the larger fascines 2 vintems each, for the gabions 4 vintems each, 
and for the pickets half a vintem each. . 

6. Lieut. Col. Fletcher will send with the engineer officer to the head quarters of each 
division a proportion of tools for the purpose of making fascines and gabions, which will be 
distributed to the several regiments, and will be returned when the work shall be finished. 


PORTUGAL, 


413 


wfeicli were in tlie garrisons haTe been addei to Bronet’s arnij, and. in- 
crease the .force of the enemy in the field. Although the garrison of 
Badajoz is not so well comp>.sed as it was, it will still - be necessary to 
obserYB the diboucM which the bridge of Badajoz affords, in case yon 
shonld make a movement npon Merida. 

In your movement upon Merida, I would likewise beg to draw your 
attention to the position of the ^ Armie de Portugal^* on the north side of 
the Tagus. There are at least two divisions of that army within a short 
distance of the bridge of Almaraz; and all the cavalry are cantoned be- 
tween Arzobispo and Guadalupe, on the left of that river. The principal 
difficulty, however, which occurs to me, in making a movement upon 
Merida, consists in the want of supplies. I believe there is still sufficienl 
in the country to supply the troops under your command ; but the people 
in Spain will not give us those supplies without payment in ready money, 
notwithstanding that the French may come the next day to take them 
without any payment ; and it is impossible to procure money to pay on 
delivery tbe enormous sums required for every article which the troops 
want. The march to Merida will increase your distance from your maga- 
zines to such a degree as to render the supply of the troops from tliem 
very difficult and precarious. 

Of these matters, however, you must be the Best judge; and if you 
should he of opinion that you can maintain your troops on the march to 
Merida, and during a reasonable period which It maybe desirable that 
you should remain upon the Guadiana, in order to draw the attention of 
the enemy from Gen. Ballesteros, I should wish you to make this move- 
ment, adverting always to the bridges of Almaraz and Badajoz. 

Upon your arrival on the Guadiana, you will be able to judge for 
yourself, from the accounts you will receive of the state of the enemy’s 
force, 'whether it is in your power to strike a blow against Drouet ; and 
if you should think that you can strike this blow, you have my authority 
to make the attempt. You will observe, however, from what I have above 
stated to you, particularly of the position of the division of the ^Armie de 
Portugal,^ that it will he necessary that you should make this attempt 
at an early period after your arrival on the Guadiana, if you are to make 
it at all 

To Don F. X. Cdsta&s. Freiieda, 18th Dec. ISll. 

Gen. Alava has delivered to me the letter which the Sec. at War ad- 
dressed to your Excellency on the 4th inst., suggesting the expediency 
that Lieut. Gen. Hill should make a movement with his corps, to draw 
the attention of the enemy from Gen, Ballesteros, and from Tar ifa, 
I beg leave to inform your Excellency that I have never received from 
any quarter any information regarding the objects or plans of Gen. Bal- 
lesteros’ operations, or the means which were afforded to him of effecting 
those objects, notwithstanding that it is obvious that it might be in my 
power to aid them in various ways. 

There exists no military reason whatever why Gen. Hill’s corps should 
not be between the Tagus and the Guadiana, and even upon the Guadiana, 
taking the military precaution of observing the dehomki of the bridge of 
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Bajiajoz, and the moveineiits of the ^Armie de Portugal * by the bridges 
of Almaraz and Arzobispo, if the people of Estremadura would supply 
the troops with provisions. But your Excellency is aware that the people 
of Spain will not part with their supplies without payment in ready money 
of an enormous price for every article which the troops require* notwith- 
standing that experience has taught them that the British nation invari- 
ably pay their debts ; and that they know that those supplies, which they 
withhold from us with a certainty of payment, at some future and no 
remote period, will be forced from them by the French, without payment 
at ail. 

It is obvious that, in the existing state of the world, and as long as the 
unfortunate dispute between Spain and her colonies continues, and no 
eSbrt to reconcile them, it is impossible to procure specie to pay, upon 
receipt of the articles, for every thing the troops require. It must be 
equally obvious to your Excellency, that it is impossible for the British 
troops to subsist from their own magazines at the increased' distances 
which it is necessary that they should move from them, in order to render 
to the Spanish nation the additional assistance which it is in their power 
to give them from time to time. 

Under these circumstances, I have ordered Gen. Hill to move forward 
upon Merida, if he should he of opinion that he can subsist his troops 
during that movement, and during the reasonable time which it will be 
necessary that be should remain upon the Guadiana, in order to be of any 
use to Gen. Ballesteros. If he should find himself able to move upon 
Merida, he will cross the Guadiana or not, to attack Drouet, according to 
the information which he shall have of the numbers and position of his 
troops, and to bis view of the chance of success. 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, IStli Dec. .1811. 

Lieut. Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole, and Major Gen. Murray, are going 
to England, and are anxious to avail themselves of the safe opportunity 
of one of the troop ships, or a ship of war. They will be at Lisbon in the 
course of a week ; and if any ship should he going at about that time, I 
shall he very much obliged to you if you will aid them with your good 
ofldces with the Captain to obtain a passage. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 18th Dec. 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which has been sent to 
me by Gen. Castanos from the Spanish Minister at War, and the copy of 
my answer, and the copy of instructions which I have sent to Gen. Hill, 
to endeavor to divert the enemy’s attention from Gen. Ballesteros, and 
from Tarifa. 

I likewise enclose the copy of my dispatch to the Sec. of State of this 
date. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 1 8th Dec. 1811. 

I have not received any letters from Mr. Wellesley since the 30th of 
last month; but Gen. Castanos, who is in this neighbourhood, has accounts 
from Cadiz to the 4th inst. From these it appears that the guerrillas in 
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Aragon and NaYarre, and GuaMaxara, Dumn, Espoz j Mina^ and'El Em- ' 
.pecinado, having co-operated in the blockade of Daroca,. in Aragon^ that ' 
place had fallen into their hands, with 2500 prisoners. I have not been 
made acquainted with the date of this event, hut I believe it to be certain. 
Marshal Suchet, however, still, persevered in his endeavors to obtain pos- 
session of Yalenda, and I understand that on the 25th the enemy had 
opened their fire on some of the posts occupied by Gen. Blake’s army for 
the defence of the city. From these circumstances your Lordship will 
observe that the report communicated in my last dispatch has no foundation 
in fact. 

The enemy continued in front of Gen. Ballesteros, who was still under 
the protection of the guns of Gibraltar. It is also reported that the 
enemy intended to attack Tarifa. In consequence of the suggestion of 
the Spanish Minister at War, conveyed to me by Gen. Castanos, that Gen, 
Hill should make a movement with his corp, to draw the enemy’s atten- 
tion from Gen, Ballesteros and Tarifa, I have directed Gen. Hill to move 
upon Merida, if he should find that he can make this movement without 
distressing the troops for subsistence, while mgdged. in it, or during the 
time that it will be expedient that he should remain at Merida, in order 
to be of any service to Gen. Ballesteros. I have likewise authorised 
Lieut. Gen. Hill to attack Gen, Drouet, who commands the 5th corp, 
if upon his arrival at Merida he should find that he can do so with any 
prospect of success. 

The enemy have made no movement of any importance in front of this 
army, nor in the north. A few battalions and squadrons have passed the 
Tormes, and have collected at San Munoz, but I imagine it is with the 
intention of plundering the country. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 18th Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter, marked private and confidential, of the 21st 
Nov., to which mine of tbe 4th Dec., regarding the expected fall of Ya- 
lencia, may be deemed in some degree an answer. 

I am sorry to say that, notwithstanding what I told you in my last 
dispatch, I much fear that Valencia will fall ; the guerrillas have done 
wonders to save that place, and if Blake had conducted his operations with 
as much prudence as they have theirs with skill, and if he had opposed the 
enemy with solid strength in front, while the guerrillas were cutting olf 
their communication with the rear, Suchet must in the end have retired ; 
and the expedition into Valencia, which, next to the expedition into Por- 
tugal, is the most important that the enemy could undertake, would have 
had a termination proportionally disastrous to them ; as it is, I fear that 
Suchet will persevere, and that his perseverance will be crowned with 
success. In this case, the successes of the guerrillas will have produced 
no effect, excepting in the numbers of the enemy they have killed and 
taken. My letter of the 4th will have informed your Lordship of the 
effect of the fall of Valencia, and my view of our situation. 

Ever since September we have continued to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo 
as far as was practicable, and the place has received nothing from the 
country, excepting by the convoy which entered on tise 1st Nov., when 
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the Agueda bad filled : the consequence is, that the garrison are very ill 
provided with some necessary articles, and others will be expended by the 
20th Feb. ; at that time the garrison will have neither bread nor meat, 
so that you may see that this fine convoy brought but little more than 4 
months’ provisions for the garrison, and the army which escorted the pro- 
visions took about 120,000 rations, being 2 days’ supply for themselves, 
or 2 months for tlie garrison, when they passed by on their return from 
the expedition to El Bodon, which reduced the stock in the garrison 
to what I have above stated. It has been quite impossible for us to do 
any thing else than blockade Ciudad Rodrigo, as we have since Sep- 
tember. 1st; The army have not till lately been in a state of health to 
make any forward movement, even for a limited object 2dly; If the 
troops had been in health, we have always been so cramped for the want 
of provisions, and the Spaniards are so unwilling to furnish any, excepting 
for ready money payments, notwithstanding that they know that the French 
will take for nothing all that they can find, that it has been with difficulty 
I have been able to keep the troops in the situation in which they now are, 
and above half the army are behind. Being obliged then to keep the 
troops stationary, and at certain distances from their magazines, I preferred 
to remain on this frontier to returning to Estremadura, after the month of 
September. The country on this frontier is the most healthy during the 
season which has elapsed; by continuing on this frontier, I have protected 
Abadia’s arrangements, as the enemy did not and could not know that, 
even if they had not been on the Tormes, I should have experienced great 
difficulty in getting to Salamanca, nor did they knowhow sickly our troops 
were till they learnt it from the English newspapers. Lastly ; By conti- 
nuing on this frontier I was enabled to re-establish Almeida as a military 
post, and to perform other works, and make other arrangements, which 
will facilitate and render less expensive our communications in the com- 
mencement of the year. 

As Almeida is becoming a place of security, I have brought up there 
our battering train ; and in order to prevent the enemy from turning to- 
wards Valencia, I have directed materials for a siege to be prepared, and I 
propose to day down our bridge upon the Agueda. I am also making 
every effort to get up the stores of our train to Almeida, and if I can suc- 
ceed, I shall be in a situation to attack Ciudad Rodrigo on any day I please, 
without risk or inconvenience ; and if the weather should permit, I will 
attack the place before its stock of provisions be consumed. 

Whether I can take Ciudad Rodrigo or not, I think it will be expedient 
to remove our operations to the southward by the end of February or early 
in March. Our army will by that time be very healthy, and in strength. 
That is the season in which it will be most practicable for us to carry on 
our operations on the frontier of Estremadura, and in the southern coun- 
tries, both on account of the plenty of forage for our horses, and of the 
wholesomeness of the climate; and I think it possible that if I can bring 
the whole army together on one point, the enemy will not he able to pre- 
vent me from getting possession of Badajoz. At that time also, I expect 
that I shall not only have Almeida in security as a military post on this 
frontier, but that Don Carlos de Espaua’s Spanish division will be formed 
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ani Abasia will be "able to stand alone wliile I simll 

leafe'Mm. ■■ 

: These '.are. mj present notions, of wbicb your' Lordship will, make what 
use you please ; but I acknowledge that I should prefer that they were not 
e?en hinted to the public, not only because they will not bear disappoint- 
ment, but because ^ey cannot go before our public in any shape, without 
at the same time getting to the knowledge of Buonaparte and his officers, 

I enclose the last weekly and daily states. I ha?e to apologise to your 
Lordship for addressing you upon this paper, but I have no other. 

P.S. I am very much obliged to your Lordship for your kindness to 
my little boy. 

T 0 X Bissett, Eiq., Commissary General. Freneda, 19th Dec. 1811, 5 r m. 

I find that there are at Villa da Ponte 1058 barrels and 200 boxes of 
gunpowder, which might be brought up to Almeida by 630 mules ; and 
we shall want, besides, 686 barrels of gunpowder for our magazine at 
Lamego, which can he carried by 343 mules. Total required, 913 mules, 
to move up our powder. I donT exactly recollect how many mules there 
are with the reserve ammunition, hut excepting the one sixth to go to 
the magazine to fetch com for them, I should wish that as far as this 
number were sent to bring up this powder. If there should not be 
enough attached to the reserve ammunition, those attached to the ammu- 
nition with bhe cavalry and the 5th and 6th divisions shall be sent to assist, 
with the exception of the one sixth, to carry their com to them from the 
magazines. 

I have other plans in contemplation for the removal of our shot, so 
as to relieve you entirely from the weight of the removal of the stores of 
the train. 

A.G, ta Brig. Gen. R. Cratfurd^ Light Svimn. 19tli Dec. 1811. 

The Commander of the Forces is much concerned to learn from your letter of 
Jie 17th inst., that any of the troops under your command should have deserted 
to the enemy, and that you attribute this desertion to the real distress the men 
are suffering from want of clothing, great coats and blankets, and to their being 
frequently very badly fed. 

It appears to his Excellency difficult to account for the desertion of the soldiers 
of the British army, which has been very large at different periods ; but when the 
Commander of the Forces can apply a remedy, he will not allow that any soldier 
of this army, whether it be or r40t the cause of desertion, shall continue to suffer 
real distress ; and, therefore, after having inspected the British regiments under 
your command, as his Excellency intends, to-morrow morning, he proposes to 
send them to the rear. 

The Commander of the Forces directs that the regiments on this side of the 
Agueda may be under arms to-morrow morning, between Guinaldo and El Bodon, • 
at 11 o*clock; and if it should be possible, -without inconvenience to the troops, 
his Excellency would wish to see those on the other side of the A^ieda at the 
same time and place. If, however, it should be inconvenient for the troops on 
the nght of the Agueda to be at the place appointed, his Excellency will go over 
another day for this purpose. 

To Don F, X. Castauos. Freneda, 20th Dec, ISII, 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 19th, 
and I am much obliged to you for having entered into a consideration of 
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that wMgIi I Md the honor of addreesing you on the 18th, as it is probable 
that yonr Excellency’s sentiments will attract the attention of the ministers 
of both the allied go vemments. 

There is nothing, however, so desirable, as that the exact state of the 
facts should be ascertained, particularly on a point so important as the 
means of subsistence of an army; and there is no point to which it is 
so desiraMe that the government and legislature of your country should 
turn their attention, and on which they should have authentic in- 
formation. For this reason principally I trouble you with an answer to 
your letter. 

When I stated to your Excellency, in my former letter of the 18th, 
that experience ought to have shown the people of Estremadura that the 
British nation always pay their debts, I referred to the transactions of 
the array which was under my command in that province in 1809. I 
acknowledge that it did not occur to me that the British troops under 
Marshal Beresford had left any debts unpaid in that province in the spring 
of 1811. 

There may, however, be some without my knowledge, into which 
circumstance I will inquire, and I will let your Excellency know the 
result. If there are any, your Excellency may depend upon it that they 
will be paid in their turn. But whether there are debts of the British 
army in Estremadura or not since last spring, the necessity that the allied 
governments should know the truth, renders it expedient that the people 
should not be flattered on this occasion; and I declare that the province 
of Estremadura did not give to the army under Marshal Sir W. C. 
Beresford adequate supplies, or supplies at all in proportion to their 
means. I know that the army which fought the battle of Albuera were 
in the greatest distress on the 16th, 17th, and 18th May, for want of 
provisions ; and the Capt. Gen. Blake, in a conference which I had with 
him at Albuera, declared to me that the troops under his command had 
been very ill supplied from the time he had arrived in the province. I 
arrived at Elvas and took the command of the army on the 19th May, 
and I know that the British army were supplied, from that time to the 
17th June, almost every day, with bread and corn brought from the 
Tagus. I also know that when Gen. Blake crossed the Guadiana, he was 
so distressed for provisions as to he obliged to request me to supply him 
on the day he should arrive at Jurumenha, which I was obliged to refuse. 
And yet it is well known that an army of 60,000 French troops, with 
about 7000 cavalry, found subsistence for a month in that province, after 
the allies had retired from it. 

I likewise recollect that when means of transport were required from 
the province of Estremadura for the siege of Badajoz, the supply was 
trifling, in comparison with the demand and want ; and infinitely so in 
eomparison with the means of the province, and in comparison with what 
was procured from the Alentejo. The same want of transport was felt 
when the wounded were to be removed from Albuera. I don’t mention 
these circumstances as matters of complaint, hut in order to make known 
the truth, and that the Spanish government and legislature may turn their 
attention to the subject, and may apply a remedy. 
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I am entirely convinced that . there m no want of gCMxlwill in the 
|>eople; but they have no faith in our promise €)f payment for tlieif 
property j ' or in their own government, and they prefer to trust to the 
. hopeless chance of, being able to preserve their property from the enemy, 
to giving it to the Spanish army or to the British army, on promises of pay- ' 
ment, 'by .'whi.cli 'they might enable both to render the most essential service 
to their country ; and at all events they would place resources out of the 
reach of the enemy. It is very desirable that the government and the 
legislature should turn their serious attention to this important subject. 

I am likewise very much obliged to your Excellency for your obser- 
vations on the pro|>osed operations of Lieut Gen. Hill, The corps under 
the command of this officer has been moved forward solely at the sug- 
gestion of the Minister at War, to divert the attention of the enemy 
from Cten, Ballesteros ; and it remains to be seen for w'hat object it is 
desirable that Gen. Ballesteros should be enabled to remain where he is. 

I admit that the object which you suppose from the statements in the 
newspapers, for the operations of Gen. Ballesteros, is one very desirable 
in every point of view ; and the question is, whether he has a force at 
all equal to attain it, in whatever degree the enemy’s attention may be 
diverted from him; and if he has not, whether the force under his com- 
mand ought not to be employed elsewhere. I can give no opinion, 
however, upon these points, as f have no information either of his force 
or of his plans. I agree with your Excellency in thinking that the only 
danger which Gen. Hill can apprehend, is on the side of the bridges on 
the Tagus, and I have instructed Gen. Hill accordingly; but I can’t 
pretend to guard Gen. Hill from that danger sufficiently to recommend to 
your Excellency to detach Gen. Morillo into La Mancha, 

I could guard Gen. Hill from an attack from the Tagus only, by my 
moving forward in the valley of the Alagon and Tietar, or by a similar 
movement into Castille. Both these movements are impossible under 
existing circumstances. Ail that I can do is to maintain my army in 
the situation wdiich it now occupies, until I can increase the means of 
transport to such a degree as to insure its subsistence in a more forw^ard 
situation. I am exerting all the means in my power to edect this object, 
and it will be fortunate for the Peninsula if the measures w’hich I shall 
adopt with this view shall be accompanied by corresponding measures on 
the part of the government, to place at our disposal the resources of the 
provinces, 

fTte .df.Cr. to Liemh €oL , — regt,^ Ath division, 20th Dec. 1811. 

Your letter of the 16th, and enclosures, have been forwarded by Lieut Gen, 
Cole, and have been submitted by me to the Commander of the Forces; and 1 am 

to acquaint you, in reply, that Ms Excellency directs you will desire Major 

of the to reconsider the steps he is about to take in respect to Capt. , 

(Japt — Lieut, , and Lieut. * * * of the — Portuguese regt. 

After nearly 3 months have elapsed since the circumstances occurred on which 
Major — proposes to found the charges which he has framed against these 
officers, he has brought forward these complaints. At the same time, he states 
that it is not his wdsh to criminate the whole upon such serious offences; on the 
contrary, that if they are willing to make such public atonement as may hereafter 
be deemed sufficient for the outrage committed towards himself, he will readily 
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abandon tlie prosecution agdnst them, provided they do not appear as witnesses on 
the trial of Lieut. * * * This last officer is now on his trial, on a charge exhibited 
against him hy order of Marshal Sir W. Beresford, for his conduct in the affair 
above referred to ; and the Commander of the Forces intended to refer to Marshal 
Sir W* Beresford the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, which investigated 
the unfortunate circumstances of the 29th Sept., as soon as the General Court 

Martial which tried Major should have done with them, in order that he 

might see whether there was ground on which to bring to trial any other officers 
in the service of the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

The Commander of the Forces thinks Major might leave to Marshal Sir 

W. Beresford and himself the task of vindicating the honor of the British service, 
if it shall appear that it has been injured by these or any other officers; and his 
Excellency is the more anxious that he should do so, because he is afraid that 
from Major ’s delay in bringing this complaint forward, and from his state- 

ment that it is not his wish to criminate 3 out of 4 officers s^ainst whom he 
complains, it may be imagined that he brings forward his charges at this moment, 
not so much that the British service should receive atonement for an injury 
received in his person, as that Lieut. * * * * might be deprived of the benefit of 
the testimony of these officers on his trial, which is now going on. Adverting to 
di that passed upon this unfortunate subject, it is most desirable that this im- 
pression should not be made of the conduct or motives of any officer. 

Memomndiim for the Commissary General, Freneda, 21st Dec. 1811. 

It was intended hy Mr. Kennedy and note that Major Aird should 
superintend the construction of as many bullock carts at Lisbon, accord- 
ing to the pattern lately sent down hy Mr. Bissett, as there should he 
found materials for. 

These materials are iron axletrees taken from the French carriages, of 
which there are 50 at present in the arsenal at Lisbon; and brass boxes 
taken from the wheels of the French carriages, of which there are 100 in 
the arsenal of Lisbon; the whole of which Marshal Sir W. Beresford 
assured me should be delivered over for this service to whomsoever should 
he appointed to construct the carts. 

There are besides 25 iron axletrees and 52 brass boxes on the Tagus, 
which were likewise to be delivered over for this service; and I send 
herewith a list of articles which Marshal Beresford assured me we should 
have, to he employed in the same manner. 

I enclose directions from Major Sturgeon, detailing the manner in 
which the axletrees are to be cut, and to what dimensions. The brass 
boxes must of course be cut to fit the nave of the wheel according to the 
pattern on the car. The car must be made in every respect according to 
the pattern. 

Major Aird will report, if it should be necessary, that this work should 
be performed in the Portuguese arsenal, that I may write to have permis- 
sion given for this purpose. But it is very desirable that, if possible, the 
work should he performed without applying to the Portuguese arsenal for 
more than the materials above referred to, and those stated in the 
enclosed list 

It is most desirable, indeed absolutely necessary, that no more time 
should be lost about this work, which, owing to unfortunate circum- 
stances, has now been delayed for 2 months. I shall hereafter send in- 
structions respecting making carts of the axletrees taken from the English 
carriages. 
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7%e A.G* i$ Maj&t Gen. If. Gtaufmrd^ Light divisim. 21st Dec* lElL 

I am directed by tbe Commander of the Forces to desire tliat description 
retiiras of the soldiers reported to have deserted, in the weekly states of the 
1st, 8th, and 15th, from the 43d, 52d, and 95th regts., may he sent to this oiBee 
without delay, agreeably to the G. O. of the 10th Nov. 1810. 

The commanding officers of these several battalions are likewise to report when 
these men joined the battalions, and whether they were with the army during 
the operations of the month of March, 1811. They will likewise report whether 
any of these men who deserted had committed any crime, or were in confine- 
ment previous to their desertion, and whether they were men of good or bad 
character. 

The commanding officers are also to be called on for a report, stating on what 
day the clothing now in wear with the regiment was issued to and put on the 
men. The same report is likewise to be made with regard to the great coals 
in wear. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Freneda, 33d Bee. 181 1. 

I received your letter of the 14th only yesterday, and that of the 18th 
this day. It is not easy to form a precise notion of what is intended upon 
a financial subject, in which the detail is every thing, without having 
under view the proposed regulation itself, 

1st ; I entirely agree that whatever measure may be adopted, it is 
necessary that the paper money in circulation should be stamped, and the 
whole ought to be stamped within a limited period. I accordingly give 
orders that all the paper in our possession may be taken to the proper 
office to be stamped. 

2dly ; I don’t understand what is meant by stamping the paper every 
time it passes through one of the government offices, accompanied as that 
measure is by the consequence of postponing the payment of interest for 
a year after the period at which the paper will appear by the stamp to 
have passed through the hands of government 

The circulation of this paper is compulsory, the law of the country 
making a tender of half paper and half money a legal tender; and I con- 
clude that the meaning of this regulation is, that when the paper is paid 
to government under the law, the difference between the value of paper 
and the value of coin is compensation to the holder of the paper for his 
interest due to that moment. It is really impossible to reason seriously 
upon such a scheme. 

The mode of proceeding should be to stamp the old, or make a fresh 
issue of good paper instead of the old, to pay the interest on all the real 
paper, from the 1st July, or even the 1st Oct. last, and declare the 
intention of government to pay it with regularity every half year in 
future, and to close for ever the paper manufactory, and to allot t certain 
fund for the payment of the interest regularly. 

This is a plain, simple measure, the consequence of wffiich would be, 
that the value of the paper in the market would rise, and the price of 
commodities to be purchased by it would fall. The price of paper would 
not only rise, because every man would feel that it was worth something, but 
because men in purchasing it, for instance, in April, would be disposed 
not only to give the price of the paper, but to make an allowance to the 
seller for the 3 months’ interest which had been incurred from the 
1st Jan. to the 1st April, and at last the amount of interest due would be 
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calculated aud allowed upon every transfer of paper money, as it now is 
in England upon Exclieq:uer bills. 

But how will it be by this scheme of the government? No interest 
will be paid upon paper that passes through the offices. The amount of 
the interest, therefore, can never he calculated in the sale of the paper, 
because prohahly the interest will never he paid, as the paper probably 
will get into the hands of government, in the course of circulation, before 
the year will expire, at the end of which the interest might be claimed. 
The consequence will he, as is intended, that the holder of the paper will 
be ihclined not to put it in circulation. 

But this measure which is to have the effect of checking the circulation 
of the paper will of course keep down its price. The holder, who has 
been compelled by law to take paper, must keep it by him in order to 
make any thing by it. After all, he cm mdk% onlj B per ceTii. per 
annum by the interest ; whereas, in any employment of his capital he 
ought to make 10 per cent., and might make above 20. If he is an indi- 
vidual not engaged in trade, it may be very inconvenient to him to he 
without his money so long as it will be necessary that he should remain in 
order to receive the interest upon his paper, and the consequence of this 
notable scheme will be, that paper will be as much avoided in all pecuni- 
ary transactions as it is at this moment, and the value of it in exchange 
must remain as it is, notwithstanding the expense which government will 
incur by paying some of the interest ; for, after all, some of the interest 
will he demanded from them. 

This scheme will not answer my purpose, and it is quite beneath a 
great government. If the government will adopt the simple measure 
which I have above proposed to them, and will pay only 3 months’ interest 
on the paper in circulation on the 1st Jan., I will oi'der the Commissary 
Gen. to give a receipt for all the interest which will be due on that day 
on the paper in our hands. 

If they don’t adopt some such plan as this, I shall certainly put a stop 
to the trade in paper altogether, by refusing to receive it in payment for 
our bills of exchange. 

In regard to the Apolices Grandes^ I have not time to develop the 
effect of Principal Sousa’s scheme ; but it is totally inconsistent with 
every notion of financial policy that I have ever formed, and equally so ’ 
with justice, which must he the foundation of every financial scheme. 

The interest on the Apolices ought to he paid from the 1st July, as well 
as that on the circulating paper money, and there they ought to be left. 
The interest should hereafter be secured and paid regularly. 

I thought that you had, as you ought to have, in your possession in Mr. 
Bell’s chest, the money in metal and paper which I had at different times 
ordered the Commissary Gen. to pay over to you ; hut from your letter I 
imagine that we have kept it, and, as usual, have spent it. 

I have desired the Commissary Gen. to send orders to Mr. Pipon to pay 
you as large a sum in metal as he can, and to allow the discount of the day 
on all the paper he is obliged tngive you, as I conceive that the Portu- 
guese government are entitled to the subsidy in sterling money, and not 
in currency. In this I may be wrong. 
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Tq I, ' liwcH, Cominissaxy, 'Genera!. ■ Freiieila*. fSd; Utc* III 1. ■■ 

- 1 bad ' some .conversation jes'terdsj with Major Gen. Anson, regarding 
the,,ho.rses 'of Ms brigade, and it appears to be very desirable timt some 
effort shoiiM be made to snpply those' of the 16th light dragoons in par- 
ticular. That brigade have been on this duty for about a month, and came 
in good condition, and in that time they have lost 56 horses. 

P.S. I think it would be desirable to look into the disposition of the 
mules of the 16th light dragoons, as they are not so well supplied as the 
1 4th, although the latter are farthest off. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill, Freneda, 23d Dec, 1811, 8 a.m. 

I received last night your letter of the 21st, 

From all the letters which I have received from Cadiz, it appears to me 
to be very desirable that you should make a movement, to endeavor to 
divert the enemy’s attention from Ballesteros and Tarifa. 

I don’t think that your measures at Jurumenha would answer that pur- 
pose: you might certainly cross the Guadiana at that place at present 
(though that is doubtful), but the enemy know well that you must recross 
as soon as the river will fill; and the movement of the ^ Armee de Poriu-^ 
gaV would equally oblige you to retire, and you would find your retreat 
across the Guadiana by dying bridges excessively tedious. Your mea- 
sures at Jurumenha, unless you could cross the Guadiana immediately, 
would produce no effect as a diversion for Tarifa, &c. ; thoseof Merida may* 

I believe that the road from Portalegre on Merida, by Alburquerque, 
passes the head of the Gevora, and of the Salor ; the other river which 
you mention I am not acquainted with. If this be the case, your retreat 
from Merida would always he secure ; if it should not be the case, it 
would only be necessary, after the first impression should be made, and 
if you should determine not to attack Brouet, to place your troops, on 
the first appearance of rain, en echelon^ from Merida, the great body being 
behind the river which is to he passed, and the smaller at Merida, having 
all the means to pass the river by the smaller body prepared beforehand. 

If the Guadiana should be fordable, I agree with you in thinking that the 
Jurumenha plan would answer best, as an immediate diversion; but still 
for your retreat and communications, I would recommend to you to turn 
your back upon Merida when across the Guadiana, from knowing that 
you can’t depend upon a fiying bridge on that river. 

To Capt. Freneda, 2ttl]i Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letter. I am much concerned that you should 
imagine that — — had been ill treated. You are certainly mistaken upon 
this subject. I have desired that he may be paid 10 dollars, and sent 
back to you satisfied. I likewise sent you by him 50 dollars in gold 
coin..;' 

In respect to your pardon, you can’t expect that it should be given to 
you immediately. I told you that I must be able to assure the govern- 
ment that you had served your country with zeal, and had given useful 
information. You can’t suppose that the 2 or 3 letters which you have 
written to me will enable me to secure your object. 
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To Lieut Gen. HilL Fmietla, 24tfj Dec. 1811, 8 

Since I wrote to yon yesterday morning, I Lave received a report that 
tlie 6 til division of the ^Armie ds PortugaV moved from Plasencia across 
the TieUr on the 21st. I don’t yet know the object of this movement. 
The baggage, artillery, hospitals, &c. belonging to this division had been 
moved some days before to Navalmoral. There are various reports re- 
specting their ultimate destination : some that they are going to Valencia ; 
others that they are to cross the Tagus. I will let you know if I should 
learn any thing positive. I have not yet heard whether the movement 
has been general, or confined to this one division. 

To Lieut. Gen. Lord W, Bentinck. Freneda, 24th Dec, 1811. 

I hare had tne pleasure of receiving your letter of the 14th Nov. ; and 
I am very much obliged to you for the detail into which you have en- 
tered respecting the affairs of which the conduct has been entrusted 
to you. 

I had heard generally of these affairs before, but I have had no oppor- 
tunities of acquiring information upon them, and have turned my atten- 
tion but little to them ; and if I could form an opinion upon them, I should 
mistrust it. I have, however, long considered it probable, that even we 
should witness a general resistance throughout Europe to the fraudulent 
and disgusting tyranny of Buonaparte, created by the example of what 
has passed in Spain and Portugal ; and that we should be actors and 
advisers in these scenes; and I have refiected frequently upon the mea- 
I sures which should be pursued to give a chance of success. 

* Those who embark in projects of this description should be made to 
understand, or to act as if they understood, that having once drawn the 
sword they must not return it till they shall have completely accom- 
plished their object. They must be prepared and must be forced to make 
all sacrifices to the cause. Submission to military discipline and 
order is a matter of course; but when a nation determines to resist the 
authority and to shake off the government of Buonaparte, they must be 
prepared and forced to sacrifice the luxuries and comforts of life, and to 
risk all in a contest which, it should be clearly understood before it is 
undertaken, has for its object to save all or nothing. 

The first measure for a country to adopt is to form an army, and to 
raise a revenue from the people to defray the expense of the army. 
Above all, to form a government of such strength as that army and people 
can be forced by it to perform their duty. This is the rock upon which 
Spain has split; and all our measures in any other country which should 
afford hopes of resistance to Buonaparte should be directed to avoid it. 
The enthusiasm of the people is very fine, and looks well in print; hut I 
have never known it produce any thing but confusion. In France, what 
was called enthusiasm was power and tyranny, acting through the medium 
of popular societies, which have ended by overturning Europe, and esta- 
blishing the most powerful and dreadful tyranny that ever existed. In 
Spain, the enthusiasm of the people spent itself in vivas and vain boasting. 
The notion of its existence prevented even the attempt to discipline the 
armies ; 4ind its existence has been alleged ever since as the excuse for 
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the rank ■igno.rance of the officers and the indiscipline and consttnl 'inis^'' 
heimvionr of the' troops..' ' 

'I therefore : eamestlj' I'Ccommeiid you, wherever you go, to trust nothing 
to the enthusiasm of Ihe people. Give them a strong and a just, and, if 
possible, a good government; but, above all, a strong one, which shdl 
enforce them to do their duty by themselves and their country ; and let 
measures of finance to support an army go hand in hand with measures to 
.raise it. 

I am quite certain that the finances of Great Britain are more than a 
match for Buonaparte, and that we shall have the means of aiding any 
country that may be disposed to resist his tyranny. But those means are 
necessarily limited in every country by the difficulty of procuring specie. 
This necessary article can be obtained in sufficient quantities only by the 
contributions of the people; and although Great Britain can and ought 
to assist with money as well as in other modes every effort of this descrip- 
tion, the principal financial as well as military effort ought to be by the 
people of the resisting country. 

I agree entirely in opinion with you about the foreign Austrian officers. 
They ought to have been taken into the pay of Great Britain bodily on 
the day they were removed from the service of the Emperor ; and govern- 
ment should have adopted this measure, on the same principle that I re- 
commended them B years ago to make 3 stands of arms for one they made 
before, and to turn Great Britain into a magazine of military stores, in 
order to be able to supply with officers, arms, and stores, those nations 
which should be inclined to resist the tyranny of Buonaparte. I enter- 
tain a high opinion of the Princes of the Austrian family ; and it is entirely 
consistent with my notion that a person of the high birth and great quali- 
fications of the Archduke Francis * should be placed at the head of any 
country disposed to resist Buonaparte. But he must understand that he 
must never lay down his arms, even though reduced to be the head of a 
gang of robbers, till he shall have attained his object. 

I know as little about the politics of Sicily as I do about any thing else. 
It has always appeared to me that we had no right to go farther in the 
first instance than stop the subsidy, and at the same time mamlain our 
position in the country. I should think that this measure would bring the 
Queen to her senses, if she is not in communication with Buonaparte. 
If it does not, we shall save our money and shall not he worse off than we 
are ; and we shall be prepared to take advantage of the course of events. 
If the measure of stopping the subsidy should succeed, and you should be 
able to form an army in that country, I beg to draw your attention to what 
1 have above stated regarding the necessity of making the country con- 
tribute a revenue to support its military force. 

In consequence of an intimation from the Duke of York that you wished 
Gen. Clinton to join you, and a letter from Gen. Clinton expressing his 
desire to go, I have written a letter to wait for him at Lisbon, in which I 
have consented to his going. He has not yet, however, arrived at Lisbon. 

I beg you to present my best compliments to Lady William. 


* Afierwards Bu,k« of Modena. 
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5r%« AGl io I>r, Dep^ Impector ofhospitak, 24th Dec. 1811, 

I have the honor to return you lists of men at the different hospitals of Celorico, 
Coimbra, Ahrantes, Gastello Branco, and Castanheira, who have been reported by 
medical officers as necessary to be sent to England ; and I have received the direc- 
tions of the Commander of the Forces to desire you will take measures for their 
assembly at Lisbon, and for their being sent home. You will he pleased to confer 
with the Commissary Gen. on the means of transport necessary for these men, 
from the several stations to Lisbon ; and you will acquaint me if any route should 
he necessary for the march of the several parties from the different hospitals to 
Lisbon, and at what time they will be ready to set out, when I will communicate 
with the D.Q.M.G. as to forwarding the same. No time should be lost in for- 
warding the men to Lisbon for their embarkation ; and you will be pleased to 
order that especial care is taken, on the embarkation of the men, to have them 
notified as invalided, and sent home to their several corps. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 25th Dec, 1813. 

I have great pleasure in forwarding to you a dispatch from the Earl of 
Liverpool, conveying to you the approbation of H.R.H. the Prince Regent 
of your conduct, and of that of Col. Skerrett, which I beg you will com- 
municate to the Colonel. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 25th Dec. 1811. 

The 6th division of the *’Armie de PortugaV broke up from Piasencia 
on the 21st inst., and marched across the Tietar, in the direction of Naval- 
moral ; hut I have not yet heard whether the other divisions of the ^Armie 
de Portugal^ which were cantoned about Bejar, and in the province of 
Avila, have moved. 

I can’t learn the object of the movement, but it appears to have been 
unexpected, and occasioned by the arrival of an officer with dispatches 
from Madrid. I have long expected that the distress of the troops for 
want of subsistence would have rendered it necessary, as that part of the 
province of Estremadura is entirely exhausted. 

I have no intelligence upon which I can rely of the state of affairs in 
V alencia. It is certain that no troops have been detached from this quarter 
into Valencia, unless the movement of the 6th division from Piasencia 
should be only a part of a more general movement in that direction, of 
which, however, I have no intelligence. 

Nothing of any importance has occurred in the north of Spain. I have 
letters from Mr. Wellesley to the 3 9th inst. ; hut I imagine that I have 
not received some dispatches from Cadiz, which probably have been sent 
round by Lisbon, 

The object of the enemy’s movements in the Sierra de Ronda appears 
to have been to hem in Ballesteros upon Gibraltar with one body of troops, 
while, with another, they should attack Tarifa with heavy artillery. The 
enemy remained at San Roque from the end of last month till the 12th 
inst., when they retired to Los dos Barrios ; and Gen. Ballesteros had ad- 
vanced to San Roque on the 13th, Col. Skerrett being still at Tarifa. It 
is reported that the French had retired entirely from that part of the 
country ; but Col, Skerrett, who wrote on the 13th, appeared to he of 
opinion that the enemy would still make an attack upon Tarifa, and that 
their movement was with a view to concentrate their force for that object, 
and to approach nearer to their magazines. The heavy artillery for the 
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attack of Tarifa was between Yejer and Facenes* It appears probable . 
that the enemy will persevere in making their attack, which tliey lad 
certainly intended. ,■ 

Major Gen, Cooke adverts .to two attempts made by the enemy to 
penetrate' the pass of La Pena, in both- of wMcb they failed. I have not 
yet received the reports of these affairs, . ■ ' 

Fhave not yet heard that Gen. Hill had moved, in consequence of the 
orders which I reported to yonr Lordship in my last dispatch that I had 
sent to him. 

To the lari of LiverpcwL . . Pretieda,'2dth 0cc.,1811. 

I enclose the last weekly state, and the last morning report 

Unless the 6th division of the ^Armee de PortiigaV has been obliged 
to move by distress for provisions, I don’t know what to make of that 
movement. It is reported that the troops which were at Boulogne under 
Ney are coming into Spain ; but a letter from my correspondent at Sala- 
manca states that 1 5,000 of them had arrived at Bayonne, and had re- 
turned to the northward. If this is not the case, it is possible that Ney’s 
troop may be considered a relief for ihe ^Armee de Portugal to keep us 
in check, and that the ^Armie de PortugaP may be moving towards 
Valencia. Against this conjecture, however, I have to mention, 1st; 
That the troops in Avila, &c., have not moved, at least I have not heard 
of their movement. 2dly ; I was informed some days ago that the 1st 
division of the ^Armie dePortugar had passed the Tagus into La Mancha, 
and I then imagined that they were going to Valencia ; but I have since 
heard that they had returned. 

It is reported that there was a very severe battle at Valencia on the 2d ; 
and it is just possible that Suchet may have been obliged to retire in 
consequence of this loss, and of the mischief done to him hy the guerrillas 
in Aragon. It is also said that an attack had been made upon Barcelona 
by the troops in Catalonia. 

The desertion from Sachet’s army is immense ; and if he has sustained 
any serious loss in the action of the 2d, he would be obliged to retire; 
and in that case Marmont would naturally close his cantonments towards 
Madrid. 

You will observe that this is conjecture upon conjecture, and upon 
report ; but I can’t account for these marches and countermarches in any 
other manner ; and it is certain that if the march of the 6th division had 
been occasioned by the want of provisions, it would not have been so 
unexpected as it was hy all those who give intelligence. 

I am continuing our preparations to attack Ciudad Rodrigo with the 
utmost activity, and I shall act according to circumstances. 

Memorandum for the Commissary General, Major Dickson, and the officer of the Ordnante 

Department in charge of the Powder. Freneda, 25th Dec. 1811. 

600 barrels of the powder now in store at or near Lamego must be sent 
up the Douro in boats, as far as it can be brought: a careful person 
should accompany each boat, and see that the powder ia preserved from 
the wet. The Commissary Gen. is requested to report the progress of 
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these boats. Major Dicbson will seed off a copy of these orders to the 
officer of the ordnance department in charge of the powder. 

MemowKidum for tbe Commissary Gen. and Q. M. G. Freiieda, 25th Dec. 1811. 

400 tents now at Coimbra must be sent up to Almeida as soon as may 
be practicable. They must he brought in boats to Raiya, and thence 
brought forward on 100 of the provision mules attached to the 5th division 
to Almeida. 

To Lieut Gen. Graham. Freneda, 25th Dec. 1811, 10 a.m. 

I enclose some letters received this morning from my brother and 
Gen. Cooke. 

There are obviously some dispatches missing, as both mj brother and 
Gen. Cooke advert to circumstances of which I have no knowledge; and 
flrom the want of the other dispatches, which are doubtless gone by Lis- 
bon, I don’t understand parts of these. 

I have nothing new on this side. All accounts confirm the march 
of the French from Plasencia towards Navalmoral on the 21st. It is 
believed that they have been obliged to retire, having eaten up the 
country. 

P,S. It appears by accounts from Madrid, which Gen. Castanos showed 
me, that Foy had returned to Toledo. I can’t comprehend these marches 
and countermarches. It can scarcely be that Suchet was so roughly 
handled in the affair stated to have taken place on the 2d, as to have been 
obliged to retire ; and that Marmont concentrates towards Madrid in case 
Blake should be tempted to move up from Yalencia. 

There were preparations on the 10th for the King’s movement from 
Madrid; and you will observe that this date does not disagree with that 
of the arrival of the courier, and the consequent preparations at Pla- 
sencia, mentioned by my Portuguese correspondent. 

To Lieut. Gen. Grabam. Freneda, 26th Dec. 1811, 9 a.m, 

I enclose the letters and dispatches from my brother of the 13th, from 
the perusal of which you will he better able to understand those which he 
sent me on the 19th. 

I likewise enclose Gen. Cooke’s letters to the 13th. 

Gen. Castanos told me yesterday that he had heard that the ^Armee de 
Portugal ’ were to be assembled about Toledo. I imagine that this is 
only a report from the Alcaldes. 

I write to Major Dickson at Almeida with this, to request he will let 
you know whether it is necessary that the mules should return to Yilla 
da Ponte ; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will have them 
sent for another load, if Major Dickson should report it to he necessary. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. , Freneda, 26tli Dec. 1811, 9 a.m. 

I have ordered that the 600 barrels of powder at Lamego may be 
brought up by the Douro; and I understand that 53, 53, 33, 99, and 300 
mules, that is, 538 mules altogether, have gone to Yilla da Ponte to bring 
the powder from tbence. I don’t recollect how much there was at Yilla 
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da Ponte when t!ie mtiles were ordered there; and I understand from 
GoL Fletcher, that some carts loaded with powder hate arrived at Almeida 
since I saw jon. I am therefore unable to answer a question put to me 
by Gen. Graham, whether the mules of the general reserve with the 
1st division should make a second trip; that is to say, the 115, of which 
only 99 went. I have told Gen. Graham, in a letter which the hearer 
has in his possession, that you would let him know if it was necessary 
that the mules should make a second trip, and I heg you to let hi m, know 
accordingly. 

If you are at all doubtful whether sufficient arrangements have been 
made to bring up the powder from Villa da Ponte, it is better that they 
should go; and if you have had any of the bags made for carrying shot, 
about which you and I conversed the other day, you might give some of 
them to these mules, and let them bring loads of shot, if all the powder 
should be brought up, or you should be satisfied that the arrangements 
for bringing it up will be sufficient. In this case also, you will let 
Gen, Graham know that it is necessary that the mules should return to 
Villa da Ponte. 

Be so kind as to let me know how much powder and shot there is at 
Almeida, and how much at Villa da Ponte ; and the weight of each article 
at the latter. 

To Major Dichson, R.A. Freneda, 27th Dec. 1811, 11 am . 

I received last night your 2 letters of yesterday. Let the quantity of 
powder required from Pezo da Regoa come by water, whether any has 
been sent to Villa da Ponte or not. I understand, that in the quantity of 
powder in Almeida, is included that brought yesterday by the mules of 
the 1st division ; but that the shot which passed the Coa yesterday is not 
included. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Freneda, 27th Dec. 1811, noon. 

i enclose the report of Capt, Ross, from which you will see that the 
Douro is navigable to Barca d’Alva. 

I have perused Mr. Purcell’s letter upon the transport with the Light 
division. Be so kind as to refer Mr. Purcell to the G. O., from which 
he will see that the Surgeons of regiments have an allowance to keep a 
mule to carry their chests. A mule is allowed by the public to a quarter 
master, to carry the regimental intrenching tools ; and when any of these 
are worn out in the public service, they have ‘been replaced by my orders. 
But it is a most extravagant mode of replacing them to use the hired 
mules for this purpose, 

I have ordered the Q. M. G. to call for returns of the intrenching tool 

mules with the regiments of the Light division. 

I beg to observe upon the appropriation of the mules with the Light 
division, that in the winter it appears to me to be entirely unnecessary to 
kill the meat for the whole division, or a whole brigade, at one place. 
Much transport would, be saved by killing meat at the quarters of each 
regim mt. I would also observe that the mules employed for the carriage 
of the reserve ammunition might perform a part of the duty of carrying 
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supplies to those troops of the division wMch are detached to a distance, 
and that part of this duty might he performed by the carts of the country. 

In the conversation which I had with you the other day, I told you that 
I thought 400 bullocks would be sufficient for the duties of the siege. I 
rather belief e we must have the whole division of 800. 400 of them 
might as well bring up with them the carts which have been bought, 
possibly with their loads. 

P.S. Considering that we are about to give our transport a little work, 
would it not be desirable to give them the third of a month’s pay, on the 
plan that you and I settled some days ago ? 

Tkt^ AM, io Major (kn, Peaoocke^ Lishm, 2'?th Dec. 181 1, 

I have laid your letter of the 22d, and enclosure from Capt Browne,, before the 
Commander of the Forces, and I have to request you will state who it is proposed 
should take charge of the widows and orphans of deceased soldiers to England, 
and to receive any allowance for it. 

Understanding that the late circular letter, [/fOJW the Military Secretary of 
the Commander in Chief Imiting the isme of rations to ^ women and their 
children per troop and company of regiments serving in the fleld,'] published in the 
G. O. of the 8th Dec., has occasioned much distress at the depot at Belem, I have 
to request you will have the goodness to acquaint me to what extent the operation 
of this order has affected the wives and children of soldiers now serving with the 
army, so far as the same can he judged of. 

To Lieut. Geti. Hill. Freneda, 29th Dec. 1811, 11 p.m. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have this day received from Lord 
Liverpool, from which you will learn the gracious intentions of the Prince 
Regent in respect to yourself, Capts. Currie and Squire, your brother, 
and Lieut. Baillie. 

It may fall to my lot to be the instrument of conveying to you the 
honor intended for you, as I have acted in a similar capacity in respect to 
others ; but I assure you that I shall perform this duty in respect to you 
(if it should devolve upon me) with at least as much satisfaction as I have 
upon any former occasion. 

I have received official letters from the Sec. of State and the Commander 
in Chief upon your action, which I propose to publish in the G. 0. of the 
army. 

I have nothing authentic of Brenier’s division, excepting that they are 
gone to Navalmoral, and I believe higher up the Tagus. The division 
which was at the head of the Tormes marched upon Avila on the 26th, 
and it is said that the division which was at Avila was to march likewise. 

To Vke Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Freneda, 29th Dec. 1811. 

In respect to the telegraphs along the Guadiana, the first thing to be 
done will be to have the country surveyed by one of the gentlemen of the 
telegraph establishment, and the stations for the several telegraphs fixed ; 
when this shall be accomplished, we can have an estimate of the expense 
framed. I would beg leave to suggest to you the expediency of mention- 
ing your wishes on this subject to Dom M. Forjaz, that he may order one 
of the officers of the telegraph establishment to fix the stations for the 
telegraphs as proposed. 
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To Vice Adm. th« Hoii. G. Birktley. Freneda, 29th Dec. ISl 1. 

I enclose tlie extract of a letter from my brother, in regard to the ship- 
ment of the money for this army in the vessels of the Cadiz squadron. 
You will see that he is not unaware of my desire that it should always 

comein one of your vessels; but it is desirable that they should go to 
Cadiz at fixed periods. 

nc AM. to Col. Trant, Oporto. 0«. 1811. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th mst., 

to Mr being permitted to serve as a vohmteer with the army; 

« d I have to’ acquaint you, that the application having been laid betore the 
Commander of the Forces, his Excellency has no objection to the same, provided 
vm?k mw of any commanding officer of a regiment who will receive him ; but his 
Excellency does not choose to interfere himself, or to name Mr. to any 

officer commanding a regiment 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. Freneda, 3Ut Dec. 1811. 

I have received your letters of the 26th Dec. In regard to the military 
expenses of this Kingdom in general, it is my opinion that the Portuguese 
covemment have proceeded on a principle entirely unjustifiable, and 
such as never was adopted by a nation involved in war, particularly not 

when tbe war was for its existence as a nation. , t. -i- 

The mode of proceeding generally adopted, is first to see what the mili- 
tary expenses really would be; and to supply all those expenses, leaving 
the residue to defray expenses of the civil, political, agricultural, and other 
departments. But the mode of proceeding adopted by the Portuguese 
government, has been first to provide fully for all the other expenses of 
lie state, and to leave die residue with the British subsidy for the military 

*^This will not answer my purpose, and for that reason I am excessively 
anxious that the detail of all the estimates should be particularly examined, 
in order that we may form a judgment of what the military expense really 
is • and then, if the government will not provide for it, in preference to 
evW other expense, excepting the payment of the interest on the debt, I 
shall recommend to the British government to withdraw their subsidy. 

I now enclose some memorandums on the estimate of the expenses to be 
paid from the southern treasury in January, which, of all the documents 
of this description I have ever seen, is the most scandalous. Nine regi- 
ments of militia, which don’t give 6000 men under arms, cost newly as 
much as 9 regiments of the line, 2 battalions of caqadores, and - regiments 

two heads 6 pd 1 are included the pay of the only persons 
who ever do a day’s duty, or who ever can be expected to^fire a shot. The 
expense of their pay is about 30 cantos, md. the estimate for tlie others is 
tn cantos. I don’t mean to say that many of the persons whose pay is 
Silted in the latter sum may not be usefully employed, and are paid 
even less than they ought to be. But the mere statement of Ae subject 

Zws the necessity of strict examination. I believe it never befoe hap- 
pened, that the mere 

masters of a portion of any army, cost more than the army itself. 
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this reason, I again recommend a most close examination of the details of 
all the estimates. 

I see clearly the force of your ohjections to the existing constitution of 
the military chest. It ought to he formed to defray the current expenses 
of the military body properly so called; and the pensions and expenses 
ought to he defrayed from some other fund. I was aware of this defect 
when the formation of the establishment was under discussion ; hut cer- 
tainly, not of the degree to which it will operate upon the funds, if ® the 
stay-tape and buckram ’ in all the estimates is to amount to the same pro- 
portion of the expense as it does in the estimate for the southern treasury. 
If, however, I had known of the extent of these demands, I should not 
have known how to manage them, without placing them in the first in- 
stance in the military chest If I had attempted to arrange them on any 
other plan, I should have embarrassed the discussions on the formation of 
the military chest to such a degree, that that establishment would never 
have been formed. We must now let it work as it is formed. 

Do you, and Mr, Stuart, and Dom M. Forjaz, examine with the most 
minute detail all the estimates, and see what expenses are necessary, and 
what are not As soon as that is done, I shall propose a reform of the 
plan to go to such points as may appear to require amendment, and that 
will oblige the government to find means to pay the expenses of their 
army, next to the interest of their debts. It is most evident that the 
whole subject requires close and accurate investigation. Even you and 
Mr. Stuart don’t understand one another upon it 

What expenses are estimated in 1130 conios for January? You appear 
to think that the expenses incurred by our commissariat are not included ; 
Mr. Stuart must think they are included; as in calculating the means to 
defray the expense of the estimates, he supposes 600 contos the largest 
amount of a monthly payment of the subsidy that could be issued to the 
military chest from the chest of ‘ Aids,’ 

Th^ AG. to Brig. Major Olfermann, 7th divkion^ 31st Dec. 1811. 

I have submitted your letter of the 30th inst. to the Commander of the Forces, 
and I am to acquaint you that his Excellency cannot enter into your views, as to 
the command of the Brunswick corps, in the absence of the Field ofiicers be- 
longing to it ; and he does not see that you have any grounds to make the appli- 
cation, as you do not actually hold a commission in the regiment. 

The AM. to Lieut. Col. ^ — Ughi dragoons^ Lisbon. 31st Dec, 1811. 

I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 27th Dec., and I am to 
remark that your going to Lisbon without the authority of a Medical Board vras 
incorrect. 

In respect to that part of your letter communicating your intention of leaving 
the service, it is necessary that it should he forwarded through the regular 
channel to the General officer commanding the brigade, and by him to Lieut. 
Gen. Sir S. Cotton, who will submit the application to his Excellency the Com- 
mander of the Forces. 

MBUORANDUM OP OPERATIONS IN 1811. 

[The Notes to the Memorandum are in the Manuscript.] 

Freneda, 31st Dec. 1811. 

The last memorandum on the operations in the Peninsula brought them 
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doTO to the ead of the year 1810 (see voL iv. p. 619)» when a difision of 
the 9lh corpSj, with ' other troops, which . had before endeavored to , join 
Massena from the frontiers of Castille, through Lower Beini, arrived, and 
took their station on the right of the, enemy’s army at Leiria. These 
troops, supposed to he from 8000 to 10,000 men,, had been armoyeci ^oii 
their march by Col. Wilson’s detachment on the Alva.* 

■ The, other division of the 9th corps under Claparede, amounting also to 
about 10,000 men, remained on the frontier,, and by, their manoeuvres 
kept Gen. Silveira in check during the inarch of the division under 
Drouet, by the valley of the Mondego. Silveira attacked their advanced 
guard at Ponte do Abade, on the 30th Dee. 1810, and was defeated ; and 
he was himself attacked and defeated at Villa da Ponte on the 11th Jan. ; 
and he retired, first to l^amego, and thence across the Douro.f ClaparMe 
advanced upon Lainego, but Gen, Bacellar having placed the divisions of 
iniiitia, under the command of Gen, Miller and of Col. Wilson, on his 
Banks and his communications, he was obliged to retire, and went to 
Giiarda, to which place he had been ordered by Massena.f 
But the principal occurrence in the commencement of this year was 
the movement, from Andalusia, of a large force into Estremadura, in 
order to create a diversion in favor of Massena.. 

The army of the south, under the command of Soult, consisted of the 
1st corps, which was engaged in the operations of the siege of Cadiz ; of 
the 4th corps, which was at Granada; and of the 5th corps, one division 
of which, under Gazan, could with difficulty maintain its ground in Estre- 
madura against the Spanish division of Mendizabal and Ballesteros, whilst 
tlie other division, under Girard, was employed in the Condado de Niebla, 
and in keeping open the communication between Seville and the besieging 
army of Cadiz. The whole amount of the army of the south could not 
be less in the beginning of the year than 50,000 men.§ 

Soult broke up from Cadiz with about 5000 men on the 21st Dec,, and 
collected at Seville the troops destined for the invasion of Estremadum, 
He had with him about 20,000 men,|| including a very large body of 
cavalry ; to oppose which there were the Spanish divisions of Mendizahal 
and Ballesteros, which amounted to about 10,000 men, a brigade of Por- 
tuguese cavalry, and about 1 500 Spanish cavalry, making altogether about 
2300 cavalry. There were, besides, Spanish garrisons in Badajoz and 
Campo Maior, Alburquerque, and Valencia de Alcantara; and Don 
Carlos de Espana’s brigade, about 2000 men, which was on the right of 
the British army near Abrantes, was considered disposable for service in 
: Estremadura. 

If this corps had been left entire, and had been prudently managed, it 

See dis|iatcli to Lijrd TJver|KK)l of the 3ti January, 
f See dis|Mtch to Lord Liverpool of the I7th January. 

t See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of tlie end of January and beginning of Febniary. 

§ By a return of the 25th March, it appears that this annj then consisted of 48,619 
men; of which niindier 7744 were cavalry. This was after the battle of Barrom, and 
aiter the siege' of Badajoz, the battle of the I9th. Feb., &c, ■ II may lie pr«umed tiuit it 
was more than SOJMIO men in the beginning of the year. 

II The 5th cor|» alone had about 12,000 infantry ; and 5000 brought from the siege of 
Cadiz, and the cavalry, would make his army 20,000 men, 
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wotiM have been fully sufficient, even though not joined by the other 
troops belonging to the army of the Marques de la Roinana, incorporated 
with the British army, to prevent the enemy from passing the Ouadiana, 
which was full at that season of the year. 

But the first measure adopted hy the Spanish government, on the same 
day, the 21st Dec., that Soult hrohe up from Cadiz, was to order Bal- 
lesteros, with a part of his division, into the Condado de Niebla. Not- 
withstanding that we received at Cartaxo, on the 29th Dec., the accounts of 
Soult haying broken up from before Cadiz, the Spanish Gen. Mendizabal 
did not hear of this circumstance for some days afterwards ; and the 
first he heard of it was from us. He was quite unprepared for his re- 
treat, which was hurried; and he retired in a manner different, and 
making a different disposition, from that which was recommended and 
ordered. 

He had been ordered to break the bridges of Merida and Medellin, 
and to defend the passages of the Guadiana. He retired upon Badajoz 
and 01iven(ja; and the engineer officer who was sent to destroy the 
bridge of Merida, instead of obeying the orders be received, made a 
report which was sent to Cartaxo to the Marques de la Eomana, and 
asked for orders. The town of Merida itself was not defended; and the 
consequence was, that an advanced guard of French cavalry took Merida, 
which post 400 French troops had held, in June, 1809, against the whole 
Spanish array, with this additional disadvantage, that the Guadiana was 
then fordable, and that the Spanish troops were in possession of all the 
avenues to the town. ^ 

Gen. Mendizabal, in making his retreat upon Badajoz and Olivemja, 
threw 3000 men of Gen. Ballesteros’ division into the latter, the others 
having marched under Gen. Ballesteros, by order of the government, 
into the Condado de Niebla. The division of Gen. Mendizabal retired 
upon Badajoz, with all the cavalry, excepting a small body which marched 
upon Merida. 

There were various reports of the movements of the French ; and in 
fact it was hut little known in what direction, and with what object, they 
were moving. It was at one time positively stated, that they had passed 
the bridge of Merida on the 15th Jan., and that they were moving 
towards the bridge of Almaraz, on the Tagus ; at another time it was 
reported that they were encamped at Caceres ; but at last it was found 
that they did not cross the Guadiana in any force, but blockaded the 
troops of Gen. Ballesteros’ division in Oliven^a. 

This blockade was made on the 15th, and continued till the 23d Jan,, 
when the garrison surrendered. Two or three attempts were made hy 
Gen. Mendizabal to raise the blockade, hut without success ; and as the 
garrison at last surrendered, before the enemy had attacked the place, 
and without being distressed for provisions, it is believed that the place 
was sold. 

During the month of January, the Marques de la Romana was taken 
very ill at Cai’taxo, of which illness he died on the 23d of that month. 


See the reports of that period. 
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He liad ordered Don Carlos de Bspafia’s brigade to marcli ns goon as lie 
beard of the danger of Ballesteros’ detachment from the advance of the 
French troops, and he afterwards ordered that the remaimler of the 
troops which had been incorporated with the British army should move 
from Villa Franca, where they had been cantoned.- Tliej moved on the 
20th Jan. , , 

From the period at which we had heard of tlie movement of the French 
from Cadiz, and particularly latterly, I had frequent conversation witfi 
the Marques de la Romana regarding, the situation of affairs in Estrema- 
dura ; and as he was unwell, I wrote, in the shape of a memorandum, mv 
opinions on the plan of operations to be pursued, as well for the objects 
of the war in general, as for the particular purpose of saving Oliven^a, 
or rather for relieving the troops in that place, respecting whom the 
Marques was particularly anxious.^ 

The Marques died 3 days after he had received this memorandum ; but 
not till after he had circulated it among the officers under his command, 
and had desired them to attend to it A reference to the memorandum, 
and to the letters and dispatches of that day, will show how far they at- 
tended either to the first or to the lastf 

After two attempts were made to raise the blockade of Oliven^^ the 
place surrendered on tiie 23d Jan.; and the enemy invested Badajoz, on 
both sides of tlie Guadiana, on the 27th Jan., and broke ground on the 
left of the river on the 29th. J The Spanish Generals were not decided 
respecting the measures which they should adopt in the circiiiustanees in 
which they stood. But at length the troops, which had quitted the allied 
army on the 20th Jan., w’ere ordered to advance to Badajoz. They ini ' 
mediately re-established the communication between Eivas and Badajoz, 
obliging the Frencli cavalry to retire beyond the Gevora ; and then having 
entered the town, they attempted to raise the siege by making a sortie 
upon the enemy’s works. They were driven back with loss ; and having 
remained in the towm, the communication between Eivas and Badajoz w'as 
again cut off by the enemy’s cavalry. § 

The Spanish troops, however, came out of the town again on the 9th 
Feb., and at last took the position on the heights of San Cristoval, W’hicli 
was recommended to them. They did not, however, adopt any measure 
to fortify this position, nor did they adopt any of the other measures re- 
commended to them, particularly that of sending away from Badajoz the 
bridge of boats, the want of which was afterwards found to be so fatal to 
the cause. 

The Spanish army, about 10,000 strong, and having besides about 2000 
cavalry, including Gem Madden’s Portuguese brigade, remained in the , 

. ♦ . See memorandum of the 20th Jati., in letter to Mr. Wellesley, of the $3d Jan., .in the 
Foreign Office. • 

I See correspondence with Mr. Wellesley in ■ the months of Jan. and Fek' 1811, wifli 
enclosures in the Foreign -Office, viz., Jan. 6th, 13th. 23d, 26th>aitd 28tb,,al-l private. , 

See dispatches to Lord Liverpcfol of Jan, 5th, 12t.h, 1 9th, 26th, and 28th, and Feb. 2d. 

I See dispatch 'to' Lord' Li ver|M.x)Tof the 9th Feb, 

§ If the French had sent a antlicient body of cavalry to the right of the' G'liadiaiai, they 
would have taken .tiie whole' army without firing a rfioL See the mefnorandum of the 
20'tii Jan. 
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position at San Cristoval till the 19th Feb., having the Gevora in their 
front, and that river and the Guadiana between them and the enemy, on 
which day they were surprised by between 5000 and 6000 French troops, 
and totally destroyed as a military body; their camp and artillery being 
taken, and the whole body not killed or taken dispersed, except the Por- 
tuguese brigade of cavalry, and a few hundred Spaniards. About 2000 
of the troops escaped into Badajoz.* 

An examination of the letters written at this period to Mr. Wellesley 
and the Sec, of State, will show my anxiety for the relief of Badajoz, and 
the measures which I recommended for that object. The most eifectual 
measure of any would undoubtedly have been to detach a body of British 
troo'ps to that part of the country; but a moment’s reflection on the rela- 
tive numbers of the two armies at that time on the Tagus, and on the 
extent and nature of the positions which we had to occupy, will show 
that it was impossible to venture to detach, from our army at least, till 
the reinforcements then expected should have arrived in the Tagus. 

Massena had come into Portugal with ^ 2,000 men, of which he had 
lost 10,000 at the battle of Busaco, and its consequences ; and it is a large 
allowance to suppose that he had in January lost 10,000 more by deaths, 
prisoners, deserters, and killed, in various little affairs which had occurred. 
This would reduce his original number to 52,000 men ; and an aide de 
camp of his, who was taken in December, reported that the army had 
that number before Drouet joined. f 

To this number Drouet, in December, and Foy, in January, added 
about 12,000 men, making 64,000; and Claparede was at Guarda with 
between 8000 and 10,000 men : of the 64,000, about 14,000 may have 
been sick, as the army were very sickly ; and there would have remained 
on the Tagus, fit for service, about 50,000 men. 

The British army, on the 20th Jan., consisted of 41,040 men ; of which 
number there were sick, GllB; on command, 1974; prisoners of war, 
1586 ; and there remained present, fit for duty, 30,765. Of this number, 
the 2d batt. 8Sth (4S5) were at Lisbon, and the 2d hatt. 58th at Torres 
Vedras ; leaving about 30,000 for service, of which number 2655 were 
cavalry. 

The Portuguese army, joined with the British for service in the field, 
at the same time amounted to about 32,000 effective men, exclusive of 
the garrisons of Abrantes and Elvas, in each of which there were two 
regiments of infantry, one regiment of infantry at Cadiz, and one regi- 
ment of infantry (the 24th) with Gen. Silveira. The object of the French 
General at this time was undoubtedly to pass the Tagus; and he had his 
choice of making the attempt in a course of about 30 miles from Santarem 
to the Zezere, and even higher than the junction of that river. It was 
necessary to guard that whole course of the river ; for which it is con- 
ceived that 14,000 men could not be deemed more than sufficient. 

The remainder of the army, about 40,000 men, was on the right of the 

* See dispatches to Mr. VVellesley, and their enclosures, of the 2d, 3d, 10th, i7fe, and 
23d Feb., all in the Foreign 6 flice. 

Those to Lord Liveqrool of the 2d, 9th, I6th, and 2Bth Feb. 

, f See dispatch to Lcjrd Liverpool of the 29tli Dec. 1810. 
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TagESj opposed to the whole French array; and it must be obsenred, 
that if „ the enemy had been. ' able to advance, either with their 50,1)00 
men, or after being joined by Claparede, .they would have been opiwsed 
by very unequal immbe.rs., as some days must have elapsed before the 
troops on. the left of the Tagus could have been brought across the river. 

The detachment which it would have been necessary to make, in order 
to effect an.y good' at .Badajoz, or even to have been in safety, adverting 
to the mode in which the Spanish troops have usually conducted them- 
selves, ought to have been about 13,000' men ; which numbers, it is .ob- 
vious, could not be spared from the army from the end of January to the 
i9th Feb. 

Reinforcements to the amount of 6000 or 7000 men were daily ex- 
pected, which afterwards arrived in the beginning of March, it was 
hoped that the Spaniards would risk nothing, and would be able to hold 
out till these reinforcements should arrive, when it was Intended to detach 
a sufficient force to effect the object at Badajoz, before any thing else 
should be attempted against Massena.* 

The delay of all measures against Massena’s position continued to be 
absolutely necessary on account of the state of the roads and rivers in the 
country ; even if our force bad been deemed sufficient to attack him. 

The result of the battle of the 19th Feb., however, destroyed *dl hopes 
of being able, even when the reinforcement should arrive, to make such 
a detachment from the army as should be able to relieve Badajoz; more 
particularly as, the Spaniards having neglected to remove the bridge from 
Badajoz to Elvas, the troops which should attempt to relieve Badajoz had 
no choice left, in respect to the mode of crossing the Guadiana. They 
must have passed by the bridge of Badajoz. 

It was then determined to attack Massena as soon as the reinforcements 
should arrive, by which time it was hoped that the roads and rivulets 
would become practicable. In the mean time the Governor of Badajoz 
was requested to hold out to the last moment. Massena, however, retired 
from his position on the night of the 5th March, before our troops, 
which had arrived at Lisbon on the 1st March, could join the army. 
The British troops were immediately put in motion in pursuit of the 
French army; those on the left of the Tagus, by Abrantes and the Zezere; 
and those on the Rio Maior river, by the different routes leading in the 
direction which the enemy had taken. 

A letter was written to Gen. Leite, the Governor of Elvas, from San- 
tareiii on the 6th, to request him to apprise the Governor of Badajoz of 
Massena’s retreat, and to assure him that support and relief would be sent 
to him without loss of time. This support w'as accordingly ordered to 
march on the 8th, as soon as the enemy’s retreat was found to bedecided.f 

When the enemy retired, it appeared at first that their intention was to 
go by the road of Thomar and Espinhal, leaving Coimbra on their left; 
and it was not certain that they had taken the high road by Pombal, till 
the 9th. On that morning a most favorable report was received of the 

See disjmtcli to bord Liverpool of the 14th March, 
f See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 14th March. 
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state of affaifs at Badajoz. It appeared that the garrison had not suffered ; 
that the fire of the place was superior to that of the enemy; and that one 
of the enemy’s 6 battering guns had been dismounted by the fire of the 
place. Under these circumstances, when it was found on the afternoon 
of the 9th, that the enemy had collected their army in a strong position 
at Pombal, it was deemed expedient to order the 4th division, and Gen. 
De Grey’s brigade of cavalry (which had been ordered to march on the 
10th to join the 2d and Gen. Hamilton’s division, on the left of the Tagus, 
as soon as the bridge should he laid for them), to march upon Pombal, 
to co-operate in the attack which it was intended to make upon the enemy 
on the 11th. These troops accordingly joined, and the enemy retired ; 
hut the garrison of Badajoz surrendered on the 10th March. 

The mode of the enemy’s retreat on the 11th, and the fact that they 
were still stronger than we were, and might have taken up the position 
of Coimbra and the Mondego, unless hurried beyond that town, caused the 
continued detention of the 4th division, and Gen. De Grey’s brigade of 
cavalry, till the operations of the 13th forced the enemy past Coimbra, 
and enabled us to communicate with that town. 

The troops for Badajoz were immediately put in motion to return to 
the south, but unfortunately we that night heard of the fall of that for- 
tress on the 10th. These accounts were accompanied by reports of the 
enemy immediately threatening Campo Maior ; and even if it had not 
been desirable to prevent them from extending their conquests on that 
side, the fall of Badajoz facilitated to such a degree their entry into Por- 
tugal, and Badajoz was so much nearer to Bisbon than the point at which 
we then , found ourselves, that it would have been impossible to continue 
the pursuit of Massena even for one march, without providing for the 
security of our right flank, by placing a large corps on the Tagus. Thus, 
then, it was still necessary to make this detachment, notwithstanding that 
the original object for which it was destined was lost.* 

The pursuit of Massena was continued with uniform success from that 
period till he finally crossed the x4gueda on the 9th April. Our reinforce- 
ments, however, were not all arrived in Portugal, and those which had 
arrived, did not join the army till the end of March. Even then we were 
infinitely inferior to the enemy in numbers, particularly when he ap- 
proached the frontier, and was joined by Claparede’s division of the 9th 
corps from Guard a. Our movements were, therefore, necessarily craniped, 
and we were obliged to proceed with caution, when the utmost activity 
would have been desirable. 

Let any body now advert to the difference of the result of Massena’s 
invasion of Portugal, if the operations on the Guadiana in the month of 
January had been carried on as they ought ; if the Spanish Kegency had 
not drawn Ballesteros from Estremadura at the moment that province was 
attacked ; if his troops had not been shamefully sold in 01iven<ja; if the 
battle of the 19th Feb. had not been lost, and the Spanish army annihi- 
lated; and, finally, if Badajoz itself had not been shamefully sold to the 
enemy on the day after the Governor was informed that relief would be 
sent to him. 

See (iispatches to Lord Lkerpool of the 14th, 16tb, 21at, 27th Mai’ch; 2d, 9th, 18th April. 
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As soon as the French were clriven across the Agsieda, Almeida was 
invested; and it will be seen in a subsequent part of this memorandum, 
that the enemy made an attempt in May to relieve tlie place. What 
would have l.)een the result of that attempt, nay more, would it ever have 
been made, if we had had 22,000 men in the ranks, which were at that 
time' in Estremadura? 

, If our attention had not been preferably, and with part of our army 
necessarily, carried into Estremadura, in consequence of the , events in 
that province, in the months' of- January, February, and March, what 
would have been the result of an attempt to obtain possession of Ciudad 
Rodrigo in IMay, after tbe fall of Almeida, by the concentrated force and 
resources of the allied array ? 

But other circumstances occurred, not yet adverted to in this me- 
morandum, which show still more clearly tlie fatal effects of the Spanish 
system of military operations. Notwithstanding that Gem Ballesteros was 
w’^eak, and that he ought never to have been removed from Estremadura, 
be lield his ground against a French corps which attacked him on the 
25tli Jan, A part of the French force in Estremadura was consequently 
withdrawn from tliat province, and the force engaged in the siege of 
Badajoz was reduced.^ 

Another event occurred, highly advantageous in all its circumstances to 
the state of affairs in Estremadura. In consequence of the diminution of 
the force before Cadiz in Dec, 1810, the British and Spanish authorities 
conceived that a fair opportunity offered of making an attack upon the 
blockading army by the besieged. This attack was fixed for the 28th 
Feb , but owing to contrary winds, and a variety of circumstances, could 
not take place till the 6th Marckf On that day the battle of Barrosa 
was fought, 4 days before the surrender of Badajoz; and in all probahility, 
if Badajoz had held out one day longer, the enemy would not have 
remained to take possession of the place.l 

The troops wRich were detached from the array at Condeixa on the 14th 
March, did not arrive at Portalegre till the 22d of that month. Campo 
Maior, which had been regularly attacked by the enemy on the 14th, sur- 
rendered on the 22d. Marshal Sir W. Beresford, having collected his 
corps, advanced against the enemy, and surprised them at Campo Maior on 
the 25th, wdiich place they abandoned. Their cavalry fled into Badajoz, 
leaving behind them a regiment of infantry, and all their cannon. Un- 
fortunately the excessive impetuosity of the troops (the 13th light dra- 
goons in particular) prevented Sir Beresford from taking the advantage 
w’-hich he intended to take of these events. Some of the 13tli dnigoons 
were taken on the bridge, between the tete de pout and the gate of Ba- 
dajoz.§. 

The instructions to Sir W, Beresford were to pass tlie Guadiana as soon 

* Se'e dispatch to Loid Liverpool of the 9th Feb. 

He had. further successes ,iu au action fought in the end of February.,' Set disjsich to 
Mr. Wellesley of the 3d March. 

f See letter to Gen. Ballesteros, enclosed in a letter to Mr. Welleslev, of the M Feb. 

J All the enclosures in the dispatches to Mr. 'Wellesley of the Sd, 3d, 1 0th, I7th, 23d 
Feb., of the 3d, 26th March, and 20th April, are worth reading on this subject. 

§ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 2d April, with enclcusures. 
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as he should have possession of Campo Maior, and to blockade Badajoz, 
till the means for attacM the place regularly could arrive. Unfortu- 
nately here again our operations were frustrated by the conduct of the 
Spaniards. One of the objects particularly recommended to their atten- 
tion was to send to Elvas the bridge of boats that was in Badajoz.* * * § This 
had been repeatedly desired before, and the reasons for urging the mea- 
sure again were particularly stated in that memorandum. This was the 
only bridge in tbe possession of the allies ; and if it had been at Elvas, 
Marshal Beresford could have passed the Guadiana, and have blockaded 
Badajoz on the 26th March, and in all probability the place would have 
fallen into our hands as Campo Maior had, or as Almeida subsequently 
did, as it was at that time unprovided with stores or with provisions. As 
it was, he could not pass the Guadiana till the 4th April, and could not 
advance till the 6th or 7th; and in the intermediate time the enemy threw 
into the place all the provisions and stores which it required to last till 
the enemy were enabled finally to relieve it in the middle of June. 

When the French crossed the Agueda on the 9th April, they left Al- 
meida to its fate, and it was immediately invested and blockaded by our 
troops. The enemy retired beyond tbe Tormes, some of them even beyond 
the Duero, and abandoned Ciudad Rodrigo as well as Almeida. Our 
army, however, was scarcely strong enough to maintain the blockade of 
Almeida, and certainly could not have maintained that of Ciudad Rodrigo, j* 
[ Indeed the state of the Agueda rendered it impossible for us to draw sup- 
plies across that river. 

The enemy having passed the Duero, Almeida being invested, and 
matters appearing tolerably quiet on the frontiers of Castille, the head 
quarters were moved on the 15th April into Alentejo, and arrived at Elvas 
on the 20th. Sir W. Beresford had crossed the Guadiana on the 4th April, 
and had blockaded both Badajoz and 01iven(^a. The garrison of the latter 
place having refused to surrender, guns were brought from Elvas, and 
Lieut. Gen. Cole forced the place to surrender on the 15th April,| 

In the mean time Sir W. Beresford advanced with the 2d division of 
infantry, and Gen. Hamilton’s division, and the cavalry, as well to force 
the enemy to retire from Estremadura entirely, as to give support to Gen. 
Ballesteros, who had been obliged to retire into that province from the 
Condado de Niehla. Marshal Beresford surprised the enemy’s cavalry on 
the 16th April, at Los Santos, and defeated them with considerable loss.§ 
Badajoz was reconnaitred on the 22d, and the general plan for the attack 
was fixed. But unfortunately the rain which had fallen in the third week 
in April, swelled the Guadiana considerably ; and the bridge which Marshal 
Sir W, Beresford had constructed under Jurumenha, with great trouble 
and difficulty, and after much delay, was swept away in the night of the 
23d April. Marshal Sir W. Beresford was consequently instructed to 
delay the operations of the siege till he should have re-established the 
bridge, or till the river should become fordable. The Marshal was like- 

* See memorandum of the 20th Jan., in the letter to Mr. Wellesley of the 23d. 

f See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 9th and 15th April. 

J See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 25th April. 

§ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 25th April. 
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wiseinstrocted and' aulliorised to figlit a battle,- in case he should think it 
ex'pedient, in order to safe the siege of Baclajoz; and tlsese instructions 
applied as well to the corps under Gen, Blake, which landed about this 
time at.Ayaraonte,^ 

All these arrangements being made, the head quarters were again trans- 
ferred to the frontiers of Castille. They quitted Elf as on the 25th April, 
and arrived at Alameda on the 28th. Intelligence had been received that 
orders had arrived from Paris, for Massena to make an attempt to raise 
the blockade of Almeida; in which attempt Marshal Bessieres was to co- 
operate with part of the army of the north. t 

The enemy’s army was collected at Ciudad Rodrigo in the end of April, 
but the same fall of rain which had swelled the rivers in Estremadura, 
likewise swelled those in Castille, and they did not advance till the 2d May4 
They attacked us at Fuentes de Ohoro on the 3d and 5th, but could make 
no impression upon us, and at length retired on the 10th, and the whole 
were across the Agueda on that night.§ 

In the middle of the night of the IGth, after the blockade was completely 
resumed in force, Gen. Brenier, the governor of Almeida, Mew up the 
place, and made his escape with his garrison across the bridge of Barba 
de Puerco. This event was to be attributed to a variety of unfortunate 
circumstances. 

1st ; The officer commanding the Queen’s regiment, who was close to the 
place, was not aware of the nature of the explosion which he heard, or that 
the garrison had escaped, and made no movement. 

2diy ; The officer commanding the 4th regt, who had been ordered to 
Barba de Puerco, at 1 o’clock on the 10th, when the French retired, 
missed his road ; and although the distance he had to march was only 3 
miles, he did not reach Barba de Puerco till the morning of the 11th, after 
the French had arrived there. 

3dly ; The 8th Portuguese regt. had been ordered to march from its 
cantonments at Jun^a to Barba de Puerco, in case an explosion should be 
heard. These orders were obeyed ; the regiment marched to Barba de 
Puerco, and arrived before the French, and before Major Gen. Campbell, 
with the 4th and 36th regts. ; hut finding nothing there hut a piquet of 

See instructions to Sir W. Beresford in dispatch to Lord Liverpool ofthe 22d May (A). 

See letter to Gen. Castanos in the same dispatch. 

f It is a curious circumstance, and shows what good intelligence we had, that these ac- 
counts were received at Elvas, together with accounts of the day Alassena was to set out 
irom Salamanca, and our head quarters arrived at Alameda in Gastiile on the day before 
Massena arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo. 

1 See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 1st, 8th, 10th, and 15th May. 

I The enemy never had such a superiority of numbers opposed to the British troo|)S as 
in this action. They had all the infantry of the 4 corps which had been in Portugal, and 
all the cavalry. In addition to which they had 3 fresh regiments of cavalry, which couhi 
not have less than 1200 men, and 900 cavalry of the Guard. 

We had, British cavalry • . • . 1,331 

, . infantry • . • . 18,000 

Portuguese cavalry • • . 300 

.. infantry • • • ^ 10,142 

But we had two divisions, the 5th and 6th, and Gen, Pack’s brigade, and the Portiiguw 
cavalry on the left, either forming or protecting the blockade, and th« troops were nc^ 
engaged. The enemy had about 5 to 3 of cavalry, and more than 2 to 1 of infi^ntry 
engaged. : 
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cavaliy, and fclie Gommanding officer belkiring that lie had mistaken the 
nature of the explosion, returned again to Ms cantonments.* * * § 

The 3d and ^th divisions were ordered off to Estremadnra on the 13th 
and 14th ; and accounts having been received on the i5th that Soult was 
about to advance from Seville, the head quarters were again removed on 
the following day to Elvas, where they arrived on the 19th. Sir W. Beres- 
ford had invested Badajox on both sides of the Guadiana on the 4th, and 
he broke ground on the 8th. He lost some men on the right of the river, 
in front of the tete depont^ on the first day, and a considerable number in 
a sortie made by the enemy on the 10th. On the 12th, the Marshal heard 
of the collection of a large body of troop by Marshal Soult, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Seville, and of their march towards Estremadura, and he 
immediately raised the siege; and, according to the instructions and 
recommendation left with them, he and the Spanish Generals collected 
their troops on the Albuera rivulet. t 

The battle of Albuera was fought on the 16th May, on the ground 
pointed out in those instructions. That which was most conspicuous in 
the battle of Albuera was the want of discipline of the Spaniards. These 
troops behaved with the utmost gallantry, but it was hopeless to think of 
moving them. In the morning the enemy gained an eminence which 
commanded the whole extent of the line of the allies, w^hich either was 
occupied, or was intended to be occupied, by the Spanish troops. The 
natural operation would have been to re-occupy this ground by means of 
the Spanish troops ; but that was impossible. The British troops were 
consequently moved there ; and all the loss sustained by those troops was 
incurred in regaining a height which ought never for a moment to have 
been in possession of the enemy. I After the battle of Albuera, the enemy 
retired leisurely to Llerena and Guadalcanal. § 

It was obvious, from the immense superiority of cavalry which they 
showed in that battle, and that, as the allies were but little superior in total 
strength, and had beaten them with difficulty, and could derive no great 
advantage from their success, it was hopeless to attack Soult in the posi- 
tion which he had taken at Llerena. There was nothing to prevent him 
from retiring upon Seville, or even upon the troops engaged in the 
blockade of Cadiz, if he should have found himself so pressed as to render 
that measure necessary ; and the arrival of reinforcements, which it will 
appear he had reason to expect, would have placed in a state of risk the 
troops which would have obliged him to take this step. But this reason- 
ing supposes that Soult would have considered himself under the necessity 
of retiring from the strong position of Llerena and Guadalcanal, in 
consequence of the measures which we might have adopted in Estre- 

* See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 15th May. 

f See reports of Sir W. Beresford, enclosed in a dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 22d 
May. 

J This is stated, because it has been matter of dispute whether the Spaniards had or had 
not occupied the height before the French were on it. They were certainly ordered to oc- 
cupy the ground, and their piquets were on it ; but it is not clear that they had occupied 
it in sufiicient strength before the French troops were on it. 

§ See dispatches from Marshal Beresford, enclosed in dispatches to Lord Liverpool of 
the 22d, 23d, and 24th May. 
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madura in the end/ of May, I believe there k m fowicktio'ii for thii 
hypothesif. 

The allied troops, which, were sent from . the frontiers of Castille, and 
arrived at Campo Maior on the 23d and 24th May,, were rather more than 
equal to^ the loss sustained in the battle of Albnera, and in the first siege 
of Badajoz. It had Oeeii obvious in the battle of Albuera, that we could 
not reckon upon the Spaniards in any affair of manoBUv,re, and therefore 
that we could not rely upon them in such an operation as the attack of 
Soultk army in the positions of Guadalcanal and Llerena.* 

But the effect of these operations, even if well executed, could only he 
to force Soult to fall back for a time ; and here the question arose whether 
it was worth while to attempt it. It was known that Brouet had marched 
with n or 19 battalions of the 9th corps, helonging to the ^Armee de For- 
tuga!^^ from Salamanca, on the 16th or l*Jth May, destined for a reinforce- 
ment to Soult; and it was calculated that these battalions would join Soult 
on or about the 8th June.f 

Under these circumstances, it was deemed better not to lose the time 
between the 25th May and the 8th June by an attempt to attack Soult, 
which appeared hopeless ; and to take advantage of our superiority in the 
battle of Albuera, and in the early arrival of our reinforcements, to make 
a vigorous attack upon Badajoz, Accordingly, the place was reinvested 
on the 25th May, and the fire was opened on the 2d June4 

There appeared every ground for belief that we should have been able 
to obtain possession of the place before the day on which it was possible 
that Soult could advance for its relief. It is certain that its possession 
depended upon the possession of the outwork of San Cristoval, which 
commanded the point of attack in the castle. This outwork was deemed 
to be in a state to be taken by storm on the 6th, and again on the Otli. 
Both attempts filled ; and the question whether Badajoz could be taken 
or not in the time which remained, during which the allied army could be 
applied to that operation, came to be one of means^ upon which ive were 
decidedly of opinion that we had it not in our power to take the place ; 
and therefore we raised the siege on the 10th, although we continued the 
blockade till the nth.§ 

While the operations of the second siege of Badajoz were going on, 
accounts were received that Marshal Marmont was about to move from 
Salamanca into Estremadura, in order to aid Soult in his operations for 
the relief of Badajoz, }[ The first movements of the army were upon 
Ciudad Rodrigo, into which place Marmont introduced a convoy on the 
6th June. Lieut. Gen, Sir B. Spencer retired across the Coa; and Mar- 
mont then turned about, and marched through the Puerto de Banos, to 
Plasencia. Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Spencer made a corresponding movement 

* See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 22dand 24tli May. 

f See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 22d May. 

I See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 30th Mav. 

J I believe tlie failure in the attack upon San Cristoval is, like many ether events, to 
be attributed., to the want of experience i.n the British army : Ist ; the battery to^ breach the 
wail ought to iiave been placed on the crest of the glacis ; 2dly ; if it was not, care ought 
to have been taken from the commencement to prevent the enemy from clearing the rubbish 
while the fire was continued upon the walk 

|j See dis|mtches to Lord Liveriwl of the 6lh, I3th, and 20th June. 
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on Castello Branco, at which place he received intelligence of the- enemy 
having had posts on the Alagon, and the cavalry in Coria, and some doubts 
were entertained of their intention to cross the Tagus. The head of their 
army, however, crossed that river on the 12th, and arrived at Truxillo on 
the 13th ; and the advanced guard was at Merida, and in communication 
with Soult, on the 15th. 

Soult had broken up from Llerena and Guadalcanal on the 12th, as soon 
as he was joined by Brouet ; and he moved upon Zafra, and his advanced 
guard to Los Santos, on the 13th. The allied army were immediately 
concentrated upon Alhuera, with the exception of the 3d and 7th divisions, 
which kept the blockade of Badajoz. But tbe accounts of the arrival at 
Truxillo of the advanced guard of the ^Armie de Portugal ’ having arrived 
at Alhuera, and Soult ^ having made a movement from Zafra on Almen- 
dralejo, having thus shown that he knew of the arrival of that army, it was 
deemed expedient to retire across the Guadiana. 

As far as we could form a judgment, the French had at that time 
assembled in Estremadura 60,000 men, of which 7000 were cavalry. 

The British army consisted of 

Cavalry . ... . . . . . 1,671 

Infantry ..•*••••. 11,812 

The Portuguese : 

Cavalry . . . . • . • • . 900 

Infantry 12,885 

And Gen. Blake had about . • . . . . . 8,000 men. 

The head of Sir B. Spencer’s column did not join till the 20th, the 5th 
division not till the 24th. The strength of the whole army, when collected 
together, was : 

British infantry . . . . • . . 25,123 

Portuguese infantry . . . . . . 18,926 

British cavalry . . . . . . . 3,197 

Portuguese cavalry . . , . . . 1,200 f 

It would have been impossible for the allies to maintain the blockade 
of Badajoz with the strength which they could produce against that of the 
enemy, in the days which intervened between the I7th and 24th June ; 
nor could the allies pretend to attack the enemy in Estremadura, composed 
as they were, being, after all, even including the Spaniards and Sir B. 
Spencer, inferior in numbers, particularly of cavalry, and very inferior in 
composition. 

These circumstances were stated in a conference with Gen. Blake on 
the 14th June, at Alhuera, and in a previous letter to him; and he was 
urged either to co-operate with the allied British and Portuguese army, 
or, having crossed the Guadiana at Jurumenha, to move down the right 
bank, and to cross that river at Mertola, and to endeavor to obtain pos- 
session of Seville, while the enemy’s attention should he drawn to us on 
the frontier of Alentejo. Gen. Blake preferred the last operation, and he 

Soult brought to Zafra little more than his advanced guard and cavalry. The main 
body of the army marched direct from Llerena upon Almendralejo and Merida. 

f This account includes the 5th division and Barbacena’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry, 
which did not arrive at Portalegre till the 24th June. The 5th division consisted of about 
5000 men. In this account artillery is not included. ^ 
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recrcwsei tlie Gnadmua on the 22cl June,* But, instead' of moving at cmc e 
upon Seville, he attempted, to obtain possession of Niebla on thi? 3llth Junt% 
where the enemy had only 300' men, in which attempt he failed ;■! and 
Soult having, towards the end of the month of June, disccfvercil (4eii. 
Blake’s mo'vemeiit, and detached a body of troops into xlinhilii.da,, 
Gen. Blake embarked at Ayamonte on the 6th July 4 While this whs 
going on, the allied British and Portuguese army took a position on the 
19th June between .Elvas and Campo -Maion The particular object in 
taking this position was to protect- those- places, and' to insure the. arrival 
into them of the convoys of provisions and stores destined for their suppl,y.§- ■ 
The enemy reconnaitred the position of the army on the 22d June,. 'but 
they never showed any inclination to attack it,|| 

The armies remained opposite to each other till the I4th July, when 
Marmont retired across the Tagus, and cantoned his army about Phi- 
sencia, &c., and along the Tagus to Talavera ; and Drouet removed the 
5th corps to Zafra. Before these troops separated, the allies were cer- 
tainly stronger than the enemy in infantry: the enemy were strongest in 
cavalry; but the attack of the enemy would have answered no purpose, 
excepting to oblige them to retire from Estremadura. That object was 
likely to be accomplished without incurring the risk of an attack with 
inferior numbers of cavalry, and without exposing the troops to the incon- 
venience of making long marches in Estremadura in that season. 

The enemy having retired from Estremadura, the question regarding 
the future operations of the army was maturely considered, and it was de- 
termined to remove the seat of the war to the frontiers of Castille.^f The 
grounds of that decision were, 

1st; That in that season we could not venture to undertake any thing 
against Badajoz. 

2dly ; That we were not strong enough to venture into Andalusia. 

3dly ; That from all the information I had received, the strength of the 
northern army was less than that of the south, and that the ‘ Armee tie 
Portugal,^ which was destined to oppose us in whatever point w^e should 
direct our operations, w^as not likely to be so strongly supported in tlie 
north as in the south. In this supposition I w^as mistaken. The army 
of the north, even before the reinforcements arrived, was stronger than 
that in the south ; but it must be observed that there is nothing so diffi- 
cult as to obtain information of the enemy’s numbers in Spain. There 
is but little communication between one town and anothei*; and although 
the most minute account of numbers which have passed through one 
town can always be obtained, no information can be obtained of what is 
passing in the next. To this add, that the disposition of the Spaniards 
naturally leads them to exaggerate the strength and success of themsel ves 
and their friends, and to despise that of the enemy, and it will not be 
matter of surprise that we should so often have been misinformed re- 
garding the enemy’s numbers. 

See dispatch to Lord Liver}X)ol of the *22ti June, 
f See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 11 th July, 
t See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 18th July. 

§ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 20th and 27th June, and 4th July. 

II See dispatches of the I Sth and 25th July, 

See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the IStli July, 
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The first intentioa was to reiaain in the caBtonments of the Alentejo, 
which had been taken up as soon as Marmoiit had retired, till the train 
and stores should have been brought up from Oporto, to make the attack 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo. The march of the troops would consequently 
not have taken place till the beginning of September. The movement 
was made in the end of July and beginning of August, for the following 
reasons. 

In the end of July it was discovered, that notwithstanding Marshal 
. Bessitjres had evacuated the Asturias and Astorga when Marmont moved 
into Estremadura in the beginning of July, and had thereby increased 
the disposable force under his command, Don Julian had been so suc- 
cessful in the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, that up to that moment the 
enemy had not been able to keep open any communication with the place, 
or to supply it at all with provisions, 

A return of the supplies in the place, when it was left by Marmont in 
the beginning of June, had likewise been intercepted, from which it 
appeared that the provisions would he exhausted by the 20th Aug.^ It 
was therefore determined to send the army across the Tagus immedi- 
ately, and to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo, if it should not have been sup- 
plied ; and if it should, to canton the army in Lower Beira, till the train 
and stores should have arrived.f We did not receive intelligence that the 
place had been supplied till we went so forward as to disclose our design 
against the place. But there were two other reasons for taking up can- 
tonments for the summer in Castille rather than in Lower Beira : one 
was, that in Castille we could procure supplies of provisions, which we 
much wanted, and we could procure none in Beira ; - the other was, that 
by threatening Ciudad Rodrigo, we were likely to relieve Galicia, and 
Gen. Abadia^s army, from the attack with which both were threatened by 
the army of the north. 

We accordingly made the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo in the first week 
in August, and continued it from that time forward. The train for the 
siege would have arrived at Almeida in the first week of September.^ 
But before that period, accounts were received of the arrival in Spain of 
the enemy’s reinforcements. It was also discovered by an intercepted 
return of the army of the north, that they were much stronger than they 
had been supposed in July, when the plan was determined upon to make 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo.§ Under these circumstances, and as Al- 
meida was not in a state to give security to the heavy train and its stores, 
it was determined not to bring the equipment forward, and to confine 
oureffortstotheblockadeofCiudadRodrigo.il 

In the third week of September, the enemy collected the whole army 
of the north (with the exception of Bonet’s division, which observed 
Ahadia’s movements on the side of Galicia), and 2 divisions from Na- 

^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 1st Aug. 

f See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 8th Atig. 

t See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 1 4th and 21st Aug. 

§ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 28th Aug. for the accounts of the enemy’s rein- 
forcements and strength. See dispatches written to Lord Liverpool in September. 

II For the account of all that passed in respect to putting Almeida in a state of repair, 
see dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 5th Aug, The place is iK)W nearly entirely re-esta- 
blished as a c/'ames. 
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?ftrre, which had recently come from. Calabria, and 5 divisions, and all 
the cavalry of the de Portugal,^ to escort a coiivcsy to Ciudad 

Rodrigo.* They had not less than € 0,000 . menjt of which more than 
6000 were cavalry, to which we could -oppose about 40d'M10. If we fiad 
fought a .battle to maintain the blockade of Ciiidacl Rodrigo, we miist 
have had. the river Agueda and the place in- our rear ; and if .defeated, a 
retreat, was impossible. 

Although we did not fight a battle to protect the blockade of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, the army was assembled, on -the’- left of the Agueda, and a partial 
engagement, .highly honorable -to. the- troops,' was fought at E! Bodon mi 
the 25th. Sept. The' object of taking a position so near to the enemy was 
to force them to sho.w their army. This was an object, because tiie 
people of the country., as usual, believed and, reported that the enemy 
were not so. strong as we knew them to- fee; -and if they had not seen the 
enemy’s strength,- they, -w.ould have,entertai.ned a very unfavorable opinion 
of the British army,, which .it was. desirable 'to avoid. This object was 
accomplished by the .operations, at .the,-, close .of .September, 

Although the removal of ■ the armj; -from the Alentejo did not accomplish 
all the objects .which were in view when the movement was made, it had 
the e-ffect of obliging' the enemy to- collect their whole force .for the relief 
of 'Ciudad Rodrigo, and to abandon all their other operations and objfcts4 
.The ' army of tlie north were obliged to. discontinue their operations 
against Abadia, and still further, to .call to . their ass!stanc?e 2 divisions 
.which had recently arrived from Calabria, and -were. employed in Navarre 
against the guerrilla Mina. . Mina’s- success in -Navarre has conset|ueiitly 
been extraordinary, and his numbers have. rapidly increased. 

After the operations fa.r the relief of. Ciudad Rod,rigo, , it was deter- 
mined to persevere in the same system till the enemy should make some 
alteration in the .disposition of their force, and to continue .to tlireaten 
Ciudad Redrigo with an attack, in order to- keep a large, force of the 

* See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 29th Sept. ' ^ ^ 

f Besides these 60,000 men, Gen. Foy was at Piasencia with one division of the ^^rmve 
de Porii/ffoi,' and some troops of. the army of the centre, 'With 'which he co-o])eratecl wlili 
Blarraoiit, and actually ascended the' mo-untains by the Pass of Perales and Poyo on onr 
right. For the state of the 'strength of the ''allied, army in the field, see the Stuie^ 

sent to Lord Liverpool every week since the month of .Tuly. The 2d and Gen. Haniiltun's 
divisions of infantry and the 2d division -of cavalry have always l)eett in the AlenttEv 
with the exception of Gen. ,De Grey's brigade of the latter, while it continued on the 
strength . of that division of cavalry, , 

I See dispatcli from Sir H. Douglas, of the 5th Sept. 

There is nothing more comical than the lies published in the J/wn/<?wr about the expt^di- 
tion to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, excepting that our newspapers duii’t notice them. It is 
not possible that either 5!armont or Dorsenne could have written such lumsense as lies 
appeared with their names affixed to it. They say that they heard of our approach to the 
Coa in the beginning of September j we approached the Coa on the Otii Aug,, anil the\ 
knew it at Salamanca on the 14th. They then say, that in consequence of this knowleilge, 
acquired in the beginnifig of September, Dorsenne attackcxl Galicia ; he attacked Ahadin 
in, Galicia on the 25th Aug. Marmont then took .4 guns on the 25th Sept. ; but he forgt?ts 
to say that we retook the only 2 which he had taken for a moment, llie comical part 
of that story is, that Major Gordon, who was in the French head quarters on the 26th. 
offered to lay a wager that the Moniimr would mention that the guns had been taken, bi^t 
would omit the sequel of the story. (See Appendix, No. XI.) 

See the dispatches and Alorning Siaies sent tO'..Lord,'Li'Verpool in October, Nofember, 
and December . • ■ 
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enemy employed to observe our operations, and to prevent them from 

I \ undertaking any operation elsewhere. 

To this system we were foroed, not less by the relative strength of the 
two armies, than by the extraordinary sickness of our own troops. All the 
soldiers who had recently arrived from England, and all those who had 
been in Walcheren, and vast numbers of officers, were attacked by fever, 
not of a very violent description, but they were rendered unable to per - 
form any duty, and those who recovered relapsed upon making any 
exertions. Even if an opportunity had offered, therefore, for undertaking 
any thing on this side, the unfortunate state of the army would have pre- 
vented it. ^ 

It would not have answered to remove the army to the frontiers of 
Estremadura, where a chance of effecting some important object might 
have offered;* as in that case Gen. Abadia would have been left to him- 
self, and would have fallen an easy sacrifice to the army of the north. We 
availed ourselves of the opportunity which offered of striking a blow 
against Girard in Estremadura, by which the country between the Tagus 
and the Guadiana was relieved from the enemy. t 

But little notice has been taken in this memorandum of the operations 
of the Spaniards, which having been confined principally to the eastern 
coast of the Peninsula, have been hut little influenced by those on the 
western side. Tortosa was surrendered by treachery on the 2d Jan., as 
Lerida had been but a short time before. The troops under Sucliet then 
prepared to attack Tarragona, which place was taken by storm on the 
28th June. 

In the course of the winter it had appeared, by an intercepted letter, 
to he Soult’s intention to attack Carthagena, in order to be prepared to 
attack Valencia on both sides in concert with Suchet. He attempted to 
carry this intention into execution in the month of July, after he had 
obliged Gen. Blake to embark at Ayamonte. Gen. Blake, however, went 
with his army by sea to the coast of Murcia, and landed it there in 
August, while Soult moved in that direction by Granada. It appears 
I that Gen. Blake quitted the army as soon as it had formed a junction with 

the army of Murcia, called the 3d army, and he proceeded to Valencia, 
leaving Gen. Frey re in the command of the troops in Murcia. The 
French advanced from Granada, but the Spaniards did not retreat in time, 
and their loss was very great j They had time, however, to re-assemhle 
their dispersed divisions, and the people in Murcia took arms ; and partly 
on this account, partly on account of the prevalence of the yellow fever 
at Carthagena and throughout Murcia, and partly because the movement 
of the allied British and Portuguese army upon Ciudad Rodrigo rendered 
necessary a concentration of the French forces in the Peninsula, Soult 
returned to the westward, and arrived at Seville on the 11th Sept§ 

In the mean time, Suchet, having been joined by reinforcements from 

^ See Sir H. Douglass dispatch of the 29th Oct., in answer to a question upon that 
point. 

f See dispatch to Loi'l Liverpool of 6th Nov. 

I See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of iSth Sept. 

§ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 9 th Oct, 
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Fwmce,. and having dispersed the troops which Gen. Lacy liad attempted 
to collect in Catalonia, penetrated into the kingdom of Valencia,* Gem 
Blake had. been since Angnat .preparing for the defence of that city, and 
he collected there the army .of Valencia, and others from Aragon and 
Gatalonia; and latterly, Gen.' Vfahy marched from ^furcia to join him 
with the, troops which Gen. Blake Had brought from Cadiz, and a part 
of the 3d army, I e. that of Murcia. Suchet having gained possession 
of.Oropesa, commenced an attack on the castle of Sag'untum, on- the 29th 
..'Sept.f . , He made .several attempts to obtain possession of this .cas.tle by 
stonii, in all of which be failed ; and at last, having brought up a few 
heavy guns, he broke ground regularly before the place, and made a 
hreacli in its wall. He made several attempts to carry the breach by 
storm, in all of wdiich he failed. 

As soon as Gen. Blake was joined at Valencia by the troops from 
Murcia, under Gen. Mahy,! he moved out from Valencia on the 24th 
Oct., and on the 25th attacked Suchet, and was defeated, with the loss of 
some prisoners and 8 pieces of cannon. The French immediately sum- 
moned the garrison of Saguntum to surrender, which they did upon 
capitulation. Suchet advanced upon Valencia, and it is understood that 
he opened his fire upon a part of the intrenched position occupied by 
Blake in front of the town on the 25th Nov. § It is likewise stated, that 
on the 2d Dec. there was a severe action at Valencia, in which the French 
suffered considerably. 

These circumstances, and the movement of Marmont’s army towards 
Toledo, as is supposed, to aid Suchet, have induced us to make prepara* 
lions for the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. By these measures we shall bring 
Marmont back, and probably oblige the army of the north to re-assemble. 

Since Suchet has been in Valencia, the guerrillas have been very active 
and enterprising in Aragon and Navarre. Mina defeated a detachment 
of 1100 men, sent against him, only 3 of whom escaped; and, besides 
other advantages of small amount, he and the Empecinado, and Duran, 
having joined, it is reported that they had taken the garrison of Daroca, 
consisting of 2400 men. 

When Gen. Blake embarked on the 6th July from the mouth of the 
Guadiana, he left there Gen. Ballesteros with a division of troops, which 
likewise embarked, and went to the Sierra de Eonda on the 24th Aug.(| 
He has been very successful against the French by his light operations in 
rear of the army, blockading Cadiz ; and he has always a secure retreat 
open upon Gibraltar.*! In order to aid Gen. Ballesteros, and to give ad- 
ditional security to Tarifa, Col. Skerrett, with about 1200 men, was de- 
tached thither from Cadiz on the 10th Oct. By this measure the French 
were obliged to retire from San Roque on the night of the 21st Oct, in 
which position they had kept Ballesteros blockaded under the guns of 

* See dispatch to Lord LireqKK)! of 23<1 -Oct. 
f Sec dispateli to Lord Liverpool of 6th Nov. 

X See dispatches to I^ord Liver|>ool of 13th, 20th, and Stth Kov. 

■ ■■ . 'I See dispatches' to 'Lord Liverpool of 4th, 12th, 18th, and Wki Dee. 

., jj See dis'iatch to Lord Liverpool -of 4th- Stent 
^ See dispatch to ^Lord Li vwoool of 23d Oct. 
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Gibraltar; and Ballesteros did them mxicb miscbief in their retreat, and 
ili a subsequent attack which he made upon one of their detachments at 
Bornos,* He was afterwards again obliged to retire in the end of No 
vember under protection of the guns of Gibraltar ; and Col. Skerrett, and 
the Spanish General Copons, to Tarifa. The object of the French on 
this occasion was to attack Tarifa, while they should keep Ballesteros 
blockaded. t But they had commenced to retire on the 12th Dec. 

From this memorandum it will be seen, that if the Spaniards had be- 
haved with common prudence, or if their conduct had been even tolerably 
good, the result of Massena’s campaign in Portugal must have been tlie 
relief of the south of the Peninsula. 

We had to contend with the consequences of the faults of some, the 
treachery of others, and the folly and vanity of all. But although our 
success has not been what it might and ought, we have at least lost no 
ground, and with a handful of British troops lit for service we have kept 
the enemy in check in all quarters since the month of March. 

Till now they have gained nothing, and have made no progress on any 
side. It is to he apprehended that they will succeed in Valencia; but 
I believe there is no man who knows the state of affairs in that province, 
and has read Sachet’s account of his action with Blake on the 25th Oct., 
who does not believe that, if Blake bad not fought that action, Valencia 
would have been safe. Are the English Ministers and Generals respon- 
sible for the blunders of Blake ? 

Instructions to General officers commanding divisions employed in the siege of Ciudad 

Rodrigo. Gallegos, 1st Jan. 1812. 

The Commander of the Forces proposes to attack Ciudad Eodrigo ; and 
in order that the troops may suffer as little as possible from exposure to 
the weather, he intends that the operations shall be carried on by each of 
the divisions of the army employed, alternately, for 24 hours. 

Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade, with the exception of the 4th ca(^adores, will 
do duty with the Light division. 

The 4th ca^adores will do duty with the 1st division. 

See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 13th Nov. 
f See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 25th Dec. 

G, O. Freneda, Ist Jan. 1812 . 

1- The Commander of the Forces has great satisfaction in communicating to the army 
letters from the Sec. of State, and from H. R. H. the Commander in Chief, conveying the 
commands of H. K. H. the Prince Regent on the recent expedition into Estremadura, under 
the command of Lieut. Gen. Hill. 

5 , ^ * 

6. The Commander of the Forces requests the officer commanding the — * regt, and 
the officers commanding regiments in general, to call the attention of the troops in a very 
particular manner to the crime of which serj. — - and a party of soldiers of the — 
legt. under his command were guilty. It has given the Commander of the Forces the 
greatest concern to receive frequent reports lately of the outrages committed by the soldiers 
of the army on the inhabitants of the country ; he is happy, however, to find, that these out- 
rages have, in general, been committed by those who have been a short time with the array ; 
and he trusts that when they shall become acquainted with the good qualities of the inha- 
bitants, and when they shall have found that they cannot commit these crimes with im- 
punity, they will cease to commit them. The Commander of the Forces is determined to 
carry into execution, in every instance, the sentence of a General Court Martial, whatever 
it may be, on any soldier who does any injury to an inhabitant of the Peninsula. 
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Wlsen a is ordered for the duty of .the siege, each of the batta- 

lions helonging to it is to march from 'its cantonments before daylight in 
tlie morning. The troops from the several cantonments of the division 
separately, hy the shortest and most convenient route, which the General 
officers commanding divisions are requested to ascerhiin. Tlie troops will 
be able to cross at the fords above La €a.ridad., and ail the fords be,low' the 
ford of Los Carboneros inclusive. The troops are to- have with them a 
day’s provisions cooked., and they, are to he' followed 'by , two days’ spirits, 
and no other baggage. 

A sufficient number of men to cook the provisions for- the day the divi- 
gian is relieved a,re to be -left in the cantonments, ■ 

As soon as the first battalion of the reliev.ing division shall arrive on 
tlie ground, the General officer commanding the. division which lias per- 
fonmai the duty Ibr the p,receding 24 hours, will commence the relief, 
hj sending off to their cantonments a proportioimte number of troops, 
those of course first which have the greatest distance to go to their canton- 
ments, and the relief will proceed in proportion as the troops sliall arrive. 

The chief engineer will require daily from each division 20 miners and 
30 artificers, or persons accuatomed to work, with a proportion of non- 
commissioned officers, , 

These men will he fixed upon before the troops march from their can- 
tonments, and are to be placed under his directions (with a list of their 
names and the regiments to which they belong) on the arrival of the troops 
on the ground. 

Each regiment is to take along with it the intrenching tools belonging 
to it. 

There will be orders daily respecting the working parties, covering 
parties, guards, &c. 

The musket and rifie ammunition attached to the Light division is to 
be taken to the ground the first day, and remain there. The 9 pounders 
attached to the 4th division will likewise be taken to the ground on the 
first day, and remain there. The artillerymen are to be relieved daily, 
by those belonging to the brigades and troops attached to the 1st, 4th, 
and Light divisions. 

Tlie Engineers will order to the ground a sufficiency of cutting tools, 
to enable those men not immediately on duty to supply tliemselves with 
firewood. These tools to be handed over from the relieved to the re- 
lieving division. 

Each division to be attended by the medical staff belonging to it. A 
place will be fixed upon to which men who may be woiimled are to be 
carried to be dressed, and means will be provided for .removing them from 
thence to their cantonments, 

Memomn-diim for Mr. Blssett, Lieut, Col. Fletcher, and Major B.ickio.n, 

Freneda, Ist Jan. 1812. 

1. The .cars sent by Gen. Alava, now .employed in collecting at Las 
Agallas -the' fascines, ''gabions, -and ' pickets, miuie .by the Light and 3d 
divisions, and all the cars at the cantonments occupied by the Light divi- 
sion and Major Gen. Colville’s brigade in the Sd division, to rendezvous 
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at Las Agallas on the 5tli, to be loaded with gabions, and fascines, and 
pickets on tbe same day, and to move on tbe following morning to Ciudad 
Eodrigo. 

2. Lieut. Col. Fletcher will charge the officer of engineers at Las 
Agallas with the management of this concern. 

3. The 90 cars unemployed and in readiness (see separate memo- 
randum), and the 66, expected to arrive this day, are to he sent on the 2d 
to Almeida ; 50 of them are to he loaded with the small stores required 
by Major Dickson, 106 must be loaded with what is required by Col. 
Fletcher, and to move on the 3d to Gallegos. 

4. All the carts in the cantonments occupied by tbe 3d division, except 
Major Gen. Colville’s brigade, by the 4th division, including those sent 
by Gen. Alava and Gen. Pack’s brigade, by Major Gen, Stopford’s bri- 
gade, and the 40 carts expected from Don Julian, are to rendezvous at 
Gallegos on the 5th, on which day they are to he loaded with fascines and 
gabions. 

5. The 16 cars at Salices are to be loaded with fascines and gabions on 
the 5th. 

6. The 50 carts which will have brought the small stores of the artil- 
lery to Gallegos (see separate memorandum) on the 3d, are to he un- 
loaded the same day, and to he loaded at Gallegos with fascines and 
gabions, 

7. The carts mentioned in the 3d, 4th, 5tli, and 6th articles, are to move 
to Ciudad Bodrigo, loaded with engineers’ stores and materials, on the 6th, 

8- The mules (50) in the engineers’ department to be sent on the 2d 
to Almeida, to he loaded with engineers’ tools, and to proceed on the 3d 
to Gallegos, on the 4th to return to Almeida for the remainder of the 
tools, on the 5th to Gallegos, and on the 6th to Ciudad Rodrigo, 

9. 53 mules with the 1st division, 

48 .. 3d .. 

51 .. 4th 

68 .. .. m .. 

102 . . . . Light . . 

to proceed to Almeida on the 3d, and to he loaded with powder and shot 
in their proper proportions, and to proceed on the 4th to Gallegos. 

10. The gun bullocks now grazing at and in the neighbourhood of 
Celorico to go to Almeida as soon as possible, to draw the guns from 
Almeida to Gallegos on the , and from Gallegos to Ciudad Rodrigo 
on the 

11. In proportion as the mules belonging to the reserve ammunition of 
the 5th and 6th divisions and cavalry shall arrive at Almeida with powder 
and shot from Villa da Ponte, they are to he loaded with powder and shot 
in their due proportions, and sent on the first day to Gallegos, and on the 
second to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

12. The carts now employed with Major Sturgeon, and the new carts, 
are to be sent to Almeida as soon as he shall have done with them, to he 
loaded with powder and shot in their due proportions, and to carry those 
articles to Gallegos, there lay them down, return the following day to 
Almeida, and the following day bring fresh loads to Gallegos. 
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'■ 13.;Tlie' miiles' mentloiied in the 9th aisd lltli articles will he em*' 
ployed to carrj this, powder and shot' ^forwa.rd from Gallegos to Ciudad. 
'Eodrigo. 

14. The carts mentioned in the 1st, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th articles, are to 
return to Gallego,s and. Las Agallas on the day after they shall have quitted 
those, places, to be reloaded with fascines, gabions, &c., and to proceed on 
the follow.ing day to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

, N..B. .It is desirable that the inules mentioned in the- 9th article should 
lodge the .ammun.ition (small, arm) at the following places on their way , to 

Almeida : 

That of the 1st division, Alameda. 

3d and 4th ditto, Gallegos. 

1th ditto, Sabugal. 

Light ditto, Guinaldo. 

Mmomiidum for Mr. Bissett, Lieut. Col. Fletcher, »od Major Bicison. 

Fretietiilst Jail. 1812. 

90 cars are now at Freneda, and 66 expected from Brig. Alava, to be 
sent on the 2d to Almeida to be loaded; 106 with engineers* stores and 
50 with small stores of the artillery, to carry these articles on the 3d to 
Gallegos, return on the 4th to Almeida and load with powder and shot ; 
return on the 5th to Gallegos and lay down the powder and shot, and to 
be reloaded with engineers* stores, to proceed to Ciudad Rodrigo on 
the 6th. 

To the Ri Hon. the Secretary at War. Freneda, Ist Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of medicines and materials required 
for the service of the army in this country ; and I will thank your Lord- 
ship to give directions that this requisition may be immediately at- 
tended to. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, Ist Jan. 1812. 

The division of the ^Armee de Portugal^ cantoned about the sources of 
the Tormes, broke up with precipitation on the 26th Dec., and marched 
in the direction of Avila ; and it is reported that the division cantoned at 
Avila w'ere making preparations to march likewise; but they had not 
marched on the 29th. I have not yet heard that the ^Armie de Portugal^ 
have passed Talavera. They have their posts still at Navalinoral. 

I have received reports that the cavalry of the Guard had returned to 
France, and that the infantry of the Guard had likewise moved from ¥ai- 
ladolid in a northerly direction. I conclude that all these movements 
have for their object to support Suchet’s operations in Valencia; or even 
to co-operate with Mm, by keeping in check the guerrillas from whom he 
has received so much injury. I propose, therefore, to make an attack 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo, in which, if I should not succeed, I shall at least 
bring back some of the troops of the army of the north and the ^Ar^^de 
Portugal f and shall so far relieve the guerrillas and the Spanish armies in 
Valencia. ' ' ' 

■ I have had. .no accounts upon which I , can rely, of tlie stale of affairs at 
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Valencia since the 20tli Nov.; but I Lear from Madrid that Sucbet was 
still before the place on the lOtb of last month. 

Lieut. Gen. Hill moved on the 24th and 25th Dec., but I have not yet 
heard of his arrival at Merida. 

Since I addressed your Lordship on the 25th Dec., I have received the 
dispatches from Cadiz which had not then reached me. It appears that 
Col. Skerrett had, at the requisition of Gen, Ballesteros, embarked at 
Algeziras ontlie 29th Nov., and had gone to Gibraltar to aid Gen. Bal- 
lesteros in an attack upon the enemy. He had however returned to 
Tarifa on the 2d Dec., having learned from an intercepted letter that the 
enemy’s object was certainly to endeavor to obtain possession of that post. 
They had made no attack upon it on the 13th Dec. ; and Gen. Castanos, 
who had letters from Cadiz of the 20th, informs me that Gen. Ballesteros 
was at Los dos Barrios, according to the last account. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Frenecla, 2d Jan. 1812. 

Mr. Stuart has communicated to me your letter to him of the 28th 
Dec. last, upon which I think it proper to give you some instructions. 

As the officer commanding His Majesty’s troops at Lisbon, you ought 
to have no official communication with any person, excepting myself, and 
the Lieutenant General commanding the Portuguese troops in the province 
of Estremadura, under whose command you must necessarily be, and with 
whom you were directed to communicate by my letter of the 23d June, 
1809. 

Even the Commanding officer of His Majesty’s troops in this country 
is ordered to have no communication with the servants of tiie Portuguese 
or Spanish governments, excepting through His Majesty’s minister at 
their Courts respectively ; and I have been most cautious in abstaining 
from any communication with the Portuguese government, on any concern 
of the British army, excepting through Mr. Villiers or Mr. Stuart. 

According to the rules for the conduct of the military service, all your 
communications with Mr. Stuart or the Admiral, or any other indepen- 
dent British authority, should be carried on through me; but these 
authorities, as well as I, have thought it most convenient for the King’s 
service that you should communicate directly with them respectively; and 
it is desirable that this practice should continue. 

But I am particularly anxious that the King’s commands in regard to 
all communications with the servants of the Portuguese and Spanish 
governments should be strictly adhered to ; and that you should have no 
communication, upon a public subject, with any servant of the Portu- 
guese government (excepting the Lieutenant General commanding in the 
province of Estremadura) unless through His Majesty’s minister at 
Lisbon. 

In regard to the Spanish minister at Lisbon, you have nothing to say to 
him, nor he to you, on any public subject. If you conceive that you 
have any reason to complain of any Spanish officer or soldier at Lisbon, 
you will make your complaint known to the Lieutenant General of the 
province ; if of any other individual of the Spanish nation, you will state 
the case to His Majesty’s minister at Lisbon, who will make such repre- 
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sentations on the subject, as be maj tMnk proper to the Portignese 
govemment 

I write to tlie Portuguese ■ go?eimment in regard, to the Spardsli troops 
casuallj at Lisbon being considered independent of the Lieutenant General 
commanding in the province of .Estremadnrsu 

I have sent to Gen. Castaiios regarding the order the Spanish officer 
commanding ' the Spanish detachments at that place, to have his troops 
paraded , in order that the soldier may- be pitched upon who committed the 
outrage ' on the 'serjeant of the Chasseurs Britanniques, and I have been 
assured that it was sent, and that it will be repeated. 

I will, however, let you know when - 1 shall hear that the government 
have settled that all the Spanish detachments at Lisbon are placed, as 
they ought to be, under the general superintendence of the Lieutenant 
General commanding in the province of Estremadura. 

To His Eieelleiicy C. Stuiirt , Freiieda, 2d daii. 1812, 

I have received your letter of the 28th Dec. I think the proclamation 
drawn by Dr. Nogueira will answer ; and It ought to be completed at an 
early period. , 

I clearly understand Dr. Nogueira’s plan on the paper money ; aud it 
is evident that the paper money must be stamped whenever it comes into 
the pwsession of the government; that a year’s interest must be paid at a 
time ; and that the paper must have been a year out of the hands of the 
government before any interest is due upon it. This is the constitution 
of paper money ; and the holders of these securities have no right to 
expect tlmt the government will alter this constitution for their benefit. 

The question remaining to be discussed is, from what time the Portu- 
guese government will resume the practice directed by the Almra of the 
23d July, n91 ? 

The first point for information is, whether the government have con- 
tinued to stamp the paper in proportion as it has passed through their 
hands, since they have discontinued the payment of the interest. If they 
have, there will be no difficulty in commencing now to pay the interest 
on all the paper money now in circulation, excepting the want of money 
in the hands of the Junta' ile Juros, If they have not been in the habit of 
..stamping the paper money, and it- is now, to go through the process of 
being stamped, it is obvious that, under the law, the measure of paying 
the interest, from which measure alone L expect that any advantage will 
be derived, must be delayed for twelve months 1 
I rather believe, howxwer, that they have been in the habit of stamping 
tiie paper on every occasion on which it has passed through tlie hands of 
the officers of the government; and if this be true, I earnestly urge them 
to: begin paying -the interest due upon the paper from the beginniiig of 
this month. If they adopt that measure, i shall order that ail the interest 
due upon the paper in the hands of the commissariat shall be remitted, or, in 
other words, that our paper shall go to the Treasury to be stamped, 

,1. don’t see any reason, however, why all the paper which may, at any 
time hereafter, come into our hands, should of course go to the I'reiisury 
to be stamped ; and 1 shall not consent to that part of the arrangement. 
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In urging tbe government to commence paying the interest in the 
beginning of this month, I shall appear -unreasonably tenacions of my own 
opinion against the clear statements and reasoning of Dr. Nogiieira’s 
paper. But I am of opinion, that when a government propose to act on 
the principle of good faith towards their creditors, and see the necessity 
of taking measures to support the credit of their paper currency, they 
should lose no time about it : they should carry into execution without 
delay the principle, whatever it is, on which they propose to act. 

l am clearly of opinion that a country, in the situation in which Por- 
tugal is, should consider the maintenance of her military establishments, 
and the defence of the country, the first objects, because upon these 
depend not only the credit of the government, hut the existence of the 
inhabitants. But after a sufficient revenue has been raised to defray the 
expense of the military establishments, then the pecuniary credit of the 
government becomes an object of anxiety. The measures to find funds 
to support that credit then take their natural station in the order of the 
duties of the government of the Kingdom; and when once it is deter- 
mined to pay the interest of the debts of the state, and on the paper money 
in circulation, the funds to pay that interest must he first provided for. 

I contend for it, therefore, that if the Junta de Juros have not funds 
sufficient to defray the interest due, some of the civil establishments 
should he put down in order to supply the Junta with funds sufficient, 
after it has been determined that it is expedient to pay the interest, of 
which no man entertains a doubt. 

I have already informed the government how important it is to the 
financial concerns of this army, and to enable the British government to 
pay the subsidy, that the Governors of the Kingdom should come to a 
right decision upon this subject; and I have only to add, that if this de-* 
cision does not raise the credit of the paper money, I must prevent the 
commissariat from receiving those securities in payment for the purchase 
of bills upon England, 

In regard to the estimates for the army for the month of January, I 
refer you to a letter which I wrote on the 31st Dec. to Sir W, Beresford. 

I am aware that an estimate is not an account ; but the only way to put a 
stop to extravagance and waste, is to look close into the estimate of any 
expense, and to endeavor to bring it as near as possible to the real expense, 

I am glad to find that you reckon upon your 600 contos only for the 
expenses of January. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Freneda, 3d Jan. 1813, 3 p.m. 

Gen. Alava has just informed me that 45 carts have arrived here, of 
which we had before no intelligence, I have desired that they may go to 
Almeida to-morrow, to he employed next day in the manner pointed out 
in the separate memorandum of the 1st inst., for the cars on the 4th, 5th, 
and 6th inst. 

Gen. Pack has been with me this day, and tells me, that unless we can 
assist him either with money or provisions, he must go to the rear. 
Could you let him have as much as 3000 dollars, which I should take 
care should he repaid here by the Portuguese government? 
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. Yott are aware that we feed a Spatiish battalion of 800 men in llit pro- 
vince of Tras os Montes. Gould we witbout inconvenience feed anotlier 
battalion in the same province ? 

To tlie Rt Ho&. ,a Welleskj. • Preneila, 3*1 Jm. 1812, 

I enclose my last dispatcb. I propose to invest Ciudad Rodrigo on tbe 
etlij and to break, ground, if possible, on that nigbt. The weather is, 
however, now very bad,; the whole country being covered with snow. 
Hill was very near surprising Dombrowski at M,erida on the 30th. 

Since I vrrote to you last, I find that La Pena’s brother did not bring ^ a 
letter .from the .Spanisli government for King Joseph, but a verbal com- 
ininiication to tlie purport I mentioned. He has, however, been afraid to 
go and ' deliver the message ; but 1 don’t know .for what reason' he was 
not made to write it down, as Castahos intended he should, and then send 
it hy another hand. ■' 


The Captn Ffifpleimj Cmmmandani^ (^krim 3d Jam. 1812, 

Your letter and enclosures relative to Assist Provost —have been laid 

before tlie Commander of the Forces. I am to remark, that it appears irregular 
wlien an officer has been placed under close arrest for serious charges as alleged, 
tliat you should think he could be released to do his duty until the same are de- 
cided on. You will be pleased to appoint a good serjeant to act as A ssist. Provust 

until further orders. You will likewise call on Assist, Provost for an expia- 

iiatioi! of his coiiciiict, reading to him the enclosed papers, and returning them to 
me, with wliat he has to urge in his defence. 

I conclude that drummer has not been punished, nor 400 

lashes inflicted on him, for striking a market woman. He is not to receive tins 
punishment, but await furtlier orders. 

To Don F. X,. Castaiios. Freneda, 4th Jan. IS 12. 

I have perused the letter from Don Carlos de Espafia, wJiich your Ex- 
cellency put into my hand yesterday, in regard to the distresses of the 
troops under his command ; and I am much concerned that they are of a 
nature to induce that officer to desire to relinquish his situation, more 
particularly as it is entirely out of my power to adopt any of the measures 
which he proposes for their relief. 

Don Carlos de Espafia must have known that I had not the comraand 
of money in sufficient sums even for the w^ants of the tr*oops under my 
command ; he must have knowm that I have been obliged to send 3 divi- 
sions and almost all the cavalry of this array to the rear, because I am 
unable at present to feed thena in front. And I am astonisbed, that on 
the eve of a great operation, which will require the exertion of every 


G. O. .Fremk, ISl®. ■ ^ 

2. The working parties, including the masons of the regiments of the British and Por- 
tuguese lines, now working at xVlrneida, are to join their corps to-morrow, and are to l;w dis- 
continued from tiiat time- 

3. The carpenters, sawyers, smiths, and wlieelwrights, working at Almeida under tlie 
G. O. of the 1 8th Nov., are to remain there till further orders. 

A. G. O. Freneda, to Jan. 181^. ' 

The Commander of the Forces requests to have a return of tlie number of miners in the 
several regiments in the 1st, 3d, 4th, and Light divisions, and Gen. Pack’s brigade. Like- 
wise to have a list of tlie names of any officers disposed to act as engineers. 
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disciplmed soldier who can he brought to the front, he should propose 
that I should be called npon to supply money, which he hnows I have 
not, or food, which he knows I cannot get, for the support of 4000 re- 
cruits. 800 of these recruits are now in Tras os Montes, and are sup- 
plied hy a British Commissary attached to them at great inconvenience 
and expense. I am willing to undertake to supply 800 more with pro- 
visions, provided they are sent into Tras os Montes, and provided a 
sufficient number of mules are attached to and sent with them, to carry 
the supplies which they will require from the magazine at S. Joao da 
Pesqueira to the station which these troops will occupy in Tras os Montes. 

I have to inform your Excellency, that I have received intelligence 
that 4000 great coats, and other articles for 4000 men, being part of the 
requisition made by Don Carlos de Espanafor these same men, have been 
embarked in the Thames, and may he expected daily at Oporto. I con- 
clude, however, that as Don Carlos proposes that these men should be 
disbanded, he will not now require these articles. 

To tlie Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 4tk Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose copies of my correspondence with Don 
Carlos de Espana in the month of November last; also of the letters 
which have lately passed between me and Gen. Castanos on the subject of 
the application of the Minister at War, that Gen. Hill’s corps should 
make a forward movement, with the object of creating a diversion in 
favor of Gen. Ballesteros. 

P. S. I likewise enclose the copy of a letter from Don Carlos de Espana, 
which Gen. Castanos put into my hands yesterday, on the subject of the 
destitute state of the division under his command ; and the copy of my 
answer to Gen. Castanos. 

Memoranduzn. Freneda, 4th Jan. 1812. 

1. 80 carts only of those which left Almeida yesterday, and are now at 
Gallegos, to be sent back to Almeida, to be there loaded with articles for 
Col. Fletcher, and to proceed to Gallegos on the 6th. 

2. 40 carts of those now at Gallegos to come to Freneda on the 5th, to 
be loaded with stores of Col. Fletcher’s at Freneda, and to go to Gallegos 
on the 6th. 

3. The 45 carts which were sent to Almeida this morning, to be loaded 
with powder and shot, and to go to Gallegos on the 5th, and there re- 
main; the powder and shot being laid down at Gallegos, 

4. All the carts which shall go to Gallegos, excepting the 80 and 40 
ordered away hy the 1st and 2d articles of this memorandum, to he de- 
tained there, and loaded with materials and stores of the engineers’ 
department. 

The A.G» to Dr. Bolt on, Dep, Inspector of hospitals* 4th Jan. 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 3d inst., relative to purveyors’ clerks being 
allowed servant money in like manner with hospital mates, I am to acquaint you 
that his Excellency’s pleasure has been taken upon the subject, and it cannot be 
allowed. 
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To Xieiit 6«* Gmlmia, ^t,h Ian. 10 

', I eBclose a letter received from Avila yesterday. According to Grant’s ^ 
accoimls,. ! shotild imagine that ■ there is stilL one division on the Upper 
Tonnes, and at Avila. ' ■ 

I enclose the intercepted letter which we have not been able to ciecipher. 

I am very mncli afraid that we sball not be able, to invest the place t.ili 
the 8th,; but ! shall not relinquish the intention of investing it on the fth 
till I ,shall be certain it is impossible. . I hope that the,re will be no further 
disappointments.' At all events, ,1' will not move the troops, excepting the 
3d tii'vssion, till Tuesday. ', 

If it should be tbe same thing to you, 1 would request- you' to -,fix your 
quarters at Gallegos, as I would request you to assist me in condueting 
the details of our operation, and it would be desirable that we should have 
a short communication. 1 shall send you this day the memorandum 
which I propose to circulate to the General officers commanding divisions, 

I shall desire De Lancey to order the detachment of Guards to Viseu. 

P.S. The mail is not yet arrived, but Batavia is taken ; and it appear® 
that the Russians and Turks are about to make peace. 

To His 'Excellency C. Stimrt. ,Frerwda, 5th Jan, 1,812. 

I received last night your letter of the 31st, and I entirely concur with 
you on the measures respecting the Algerines. 

As soon as the government slmll pay tbe interest on their paper, I have 
in contemplation a measure to relieve us from the weight of circulating 
it. 1 doubt, however, whether it will relieve us .from the loss on the 
exchange on our bills on England. Our money here would still cost us 
from 15 to 20 j>er cent. 

To Lieut. Geii. GraJiam. Freneda, 6tli Jan. 1812, 10 a.m, 

I enclose a letter from Salamanca, and one from my brother, 

I have not got the details o,f the state of affiiirs at Tarifa, or any letter 
from Gen. Cooke ; but I see by the papers enclosed in my brother’s letter 
that the French still persevere in their plans in that quarter. 

I liave a letter from Gen. Hill of the 2d, from xVImendralejo. Drouet 
had retired from thence, and Hill had taken at that place and Merida 
about 600 fanegas of wheat. He intended to return to Merida on the 
3d or 4tb. 

P.S. The last of the engineers’ stores left Almeida this morning, but it 
is i'mpossible to say how far they will go this afternoon. If they reach 
Gallegos, we may invest the place to-morrow; if they do not, it would be 
advantageous to defer the operation till the 8tli. I am goi,ng to Gallegos 
th,is day. 

Since writing the above, I find that it will be impossible to invest the 
■place till the 8tb. - ■ ■ ■ 

To' Lieut. Gen. Hill. ' Gallegos, 6th Ian. 1812. 

I have received your letters of tbe 30th Dec. and 2d Jan., and I have 
omitted to answer the first, till I could inform you of the state of affairs 
at' Tarifa. . ■ ■ 
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I heard from my brother yesterday to the 24th Dec., and it appears by 
letters from Puerto Real, and Puerto de S*® Maria, of the 19th, that the 
enemy still persevered in their attack on Tarifa. I think it probable, 
however, that DrouePs retreat, combined with the had weather, will have 
induced them to abandon that object for the present ; it is, however, de- 
sirable that you should continue to keep up the alarm which you have 
occasioned, till you shall hear that they have abandoned their projects 
on 'Tarifa. 

It appears to me that you have nothing to apprehend at present from 
the '^. Armee de PortugaV It is very desirable that you should endeavor 
to discover the state of the enemy’s works, and their force, at the Puente 
de Almaraz ; it would aid all my plans very much, if we could destroy 
their bridge and works at that point. You will recollect that the top of 
the Sierra de Mirabete, where there is a tower, commands the ground the 
whole way down to the river. 

I am about to attack Ciudad Rodrigo, in which enterprise I shall suc- 
ceed, or I shall bring back towards this frontier the whole army which 
had marched towards Valencia and Aragon. By these means I hope to 
save Valencia, even if I should not succeed in getting this place ; if I 
should get this place, we shall, I hope, make a fine campaign in the spring. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from Gen. Cooke, 
from which it appears that about the 20th the enemy were before Tarifa, 
but they had not hrought up their heavy artillery. 

Ty A.G, to Major Gen, Kmpt, Lisbon, 6th Jan. 1812, 

I have the honor to acquaint you that the Commander of the Forces desires 
you will be pleased to join the army here as soon as convenient. I have inserted 
Capt. Bennett’s appointment as your A.D.C. in the G. 0. of this day. 

To Dr, Franck. Gallegos, 7 th Jan. 1812. 

lam very much obliged to you for your account of my little hoy, and 
for your kindness in going to see Mm. I trust that your own health is 
re-established. 

You will be glad to hear that the health of the troops is much im- 
proved, though not yet what I could wish it to he. We lost a great many 
men upon the change from warm to cold weather; hut the whole of oitr 
casualties in this year, including some bloody affairs, amount only to 
6000 men. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Gallegos, 7th Jan. 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th Dec., on the 
subject of the want of guns and of shot at Cadiz. 

These frequently occurring demands upon the finances of Great Britain 
deserve serious attention, particularly as they must be defrayed from the 
funds applicable to maintain this army. It would he much better for 
Great Britain at once to give a subsidy to the Spanish government, pro- 
viding for all their wants, than thus to talce upon ourselves the maiii- 
tenance of small establishments, which in the aggregate cost more than any 
subsidy could amount to, while the obligation to Great Britain is not felt. 
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I beg that tbe Commanding officer of the artillery and engineers at 
Cadiz will mahe an estimate of what iron guns are required to arm the 
lines at the Isla, &c., specifying what the arsenals at Cadiz can and will 
afford ; and you will he so kind as to make a request to the Sec. of State 
to send to Cadiz the overplus. 

I likewise beg that the Commanding officer of the artillery will esti- 
mate what quantity of shot and shells the different guns will require, 
specifying what the arsenals at Cadiz and the Isla can and will supply. 

I likewise beg that an estimate may be formed of the expense to be 
incurred in the maintenance of the artificers proposed to be maintained at 
the foundry on the Isla ; and a calculation made of the expense of manu- 
facturing a certain weight of shot and shells at this foundry. 

I also beg you to send these estimates and calculations to the Sec. of 
State, in order that his Lordship may decide whether it is better to con- 
tinue to support this establishment, or to export shot and shells from 
England. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 7th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of an answer which I have written 
to a letter from Major Gen. Cooke of the 24th Dec., of which he will 
have forwarded a copy to your Lordship, on the want of guns, shot, and 
shells, for the works at Cadiz and the Isla. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 7fh Jan. 1812. 

The contents of my last letters will have inclined you to expect that by 
this time I should have invested Ciudad Rodrigo. I thought that I should, 
after a fair calculation of the work to be done preparatory to that opera- 
tion, and of the means at my disposal to perform it ; hut after every 
allowance is made, we must expect disappointments where we have to deal 
with Portuguese and Spanish carters and muleteers, and therefore I can’t 
invest the place till to-morrow. What do you think of empty carts taking 
2 days to go 10 miles on a good road ? After all I am obliged to appear 
satisfied, or they would all desert ! 

I shall not write my weekly report till I shall return from investing the 
place to-morrow. 

At this season of the year, and depending upon Portuguese and Spaniards 
for means of having what is required, I can scarcely venture to calculate 
the time which this operation will take, but I should think not less than | 
24 or 25 days. If we don’t succeed, we shall at least bring back upon ; 
ourselves all the force which has marched away; and I hope we may save i 
Valencia, or at all events afford more time to the Asturians, Galicians, &c. ' 
If we do succeed, we shall make a fine campaign in the spring. 

According to your Lordship’s desire I will endeavor to have a com- 
munication with Gen. Lacy in Catalonia. I have not a sufficient know- 
ledge of affairs on the eastern coast to be able to decide whether it would 
be practicable to employ a detachment in that quarter with advantage, on 
the principles of my dispatch to Gen, Cooke, a copy of which I enclosed 
to your Lordship. 

I have frequently turned over in my mind the practicability of making 
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am attmck (combimed Igni amd sea) mpom Barcelona, but I understand the 
place is one of the first order. It is suflSciently garrisoned, and an attack 
would require a very large and efficient force, and much time would 
necessarily elapse in tbe operations. In this time the French government 
would have it in their power to send, even from France, an army for its 
relief. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Gallegos, 8th Jan. 1812, 7 a.m. 

I think you had better leave the reserve ammunition of the 1st division 
at PinheL 

Have you heard any thing of 100 carts purchased by Mr. Boyes, drawn 
by the public bullocks ? They were to be loaded with shot at Villa da 
Ponte, and to come on from thence. The 60 you mention had better 
return to Villa da Ponte for fresh loads as soon as they can. 

P.S. I hear that some of your guns are moving. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Gallegos, Oth Jan. 1812, 5 p.m. 

You will have heard that we carried the redoubt on the hill of San 
Francisco last night ; and we have opened our first parallel within 600 
yards of the place. Col. Fletcher expects to be ready for the guns pos- 
sibly by the lith, at night, or 12th in the morning, as he intends to begin 
his batteries this night. 

I think it probable that the gun bullocks will have arrived this day. 
If they should, I beg you to make an effort to get the guns here in one 
day. They will certainly require a day to go from hence to the ground 
of the siege. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Gallegos, 9th Jan- 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 6th inst., and I 
beg leave to congratulate you upon the success of the detachment under 
Lieut. Col. the Hon. A. Abercromhy. 

As your advance to Merida must by this time have had all the effect ex- 
pected from it, and as I observe that Gen. Drouet has retired upon Llerena, 
I request you to move your corps back to the fi’ontiers of Portugal, and 
place it with its right at Portalegre, its centre and your head quarters at 
Niza, and 2 brigades of infantry at Gastello Branco. 

My reason for wishing you to take this position is, that I think it pro- 
bable that when the enemy shall find that I have attacked Ciudad Rodrigo, 
they will endeavor to divert my attention from that operation by move- 
ments, by the valley of the Alagon, towards the frontier of Lower Beka. 

The effect of these movements would be entirely frustrated by your 
being in the position pointed out, as you will be able to cross the Tagus, 
at least as fast as the enemy can advance, by the vale of Plasencia. 

It is very desirable to destroy the enemy’s works at Merida f and I re- 
commend to you to destroy them if you should find that you can do so with- 
out inconvenience, As you will probably move by cantonments, those 
troops which will leave Merida the last might be employed to perform 
this service. I am desirous, however, that no time should be unneces- 
sarily lost in marching the troops to the poskton I have above pointed out. 
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I invested Ciudad Rodrigo yesterday, and broke ground before tbe 
place last nigbt. I enclose tbe extract of a letter to tbe Sec. of State, 
giving an account of a very handsome operation performed by a detach- 
ment of tbe Light division, commanded by Lieut. Col. Golbome 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 9th Jan. 181^. 

According to the intention which I informed your Lordship that I en- 
tertained, I invested Ciudad Rodrigo yesterday. 

Since the enemy have had possession of the place, they have constructed 
a palisaded redoubt on the hill of San Francisco, and have fortified three 
convents in the suburbs, the defences of which are connected with the 
work on the hill of San Francisco, and with the old line by which the 
suburb was surrounded. By these means the enemy have increased the 
difiSculty of approaching the place; and it was necessary to obtain pos- 
session of the work on the hill of San Francisco before we could make 
any progress in the attack. Accordingly, Major Gen. Craufurd directed 
a detachment of the Light division, under the command of Lieut. Col. 
Colborne of the 52d, to attack the work, shortly after it was dark. The 
attack was very ably conducted by Lieut. Col. Colborne, and the work 
was taken by storm in a short time.* Two Captains and 47 men were 


* Major Gen. R. Craufurd to Gen. Vise. Wellington. El Bodon, 11th Jan. 1812. 

I beg leave to state to your Lordsbip that Lieut. Col. Colborne, in his report of 
the circumstances of the attack on the redoubt in front of Ciudad Rodrigo, wliich 
was so neatly and gallantly executed by him and the brave detachment under his 
command, mentions in terms of particular praise the conduct of Capt. Mein and 
Lieut. Woodgate, 52d regt., the latter of whom had the command of the ladder 
men, and the former of the leading company of the storming party. I must also, 
in justice to the 3d batt. of Portuguese cacadores, report to your Lordsbip that this 
battalion being ordered to open the trenches as soon as the redoubt should be car- 
ried, and being therefore not called upon to furnish a detachment for the attack, I 
received from them, through their commanding officer, Lieut. Col. Elder, an earnest 
request to be allowed at least to send a few volunteers ; in consequence of which 
request I permitted 1 subaltern and 12 men to join Lieut. Col. Colborne’s detach- 
ment, with which they went to the attack with great bravery. The subaltern who 
volunteered this service was Lieut. J. de M. M. Lobo. I am confident that the 
1st caqadores would have manifested the same spirit, but they were still detached 
on the Salamanca road at the time that the detachment was formed for the attack. 

Lieut. Col. Colborne, 52d regt., to Major Gen. Craufurd. El Bodon, 9th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to report to you the proceedings of the detachment of the Light 
division ordered to attack the outwork in front of Ciudad Rodrigo. The 200 ineii 
conducted by Major Gibbs advanced so rapidly to the attack that the enemy had 
but little time to annoy them with his fire. Capt. Crarnpton, of the 95th regt,, 
first formed upon the crest of the glacis, followed by the companies under the com- 
mand of Capt. Travers and Lieut. McNamara, of the 95th regt., and Capt. Merry, 
of the 52d regt, and fired on the enemy ; whilst Capt. Duffy, of the 43d, Capt. 
Mein, of the 52d, with their companies, and Lieut Woodgate, who had charge 
of the ladders, leaped into the ditch and escaladed the work. Major Gibbs moved 
round the gate and prevented the enemy’s escape. Two officers and 47 E. and P. 
were made prisoners by the detachment. I beg leave to mention that the intre- 
pidity and exertion of Capt Mein and Lieut Woodgate could not be exceeded. 
Capt Mein, Lieut. Woodgate, and Lieut. Hawkesly, of the 95 th, were wounded ; 
the two latter severely. 
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ma^e prisoners, tlie remainder of the garrison being pnt to the sword in 
the storm. We took 3 pieces of cannon. 

I cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of Lieut Gol. Colborne, and 
of the detachment under his command, upon this occasion. I am happy 
to add that our loss in this affair has not been severe : 6 men having been 
killed; Capt. Mein of the 52d, Lieut Hawkesly, OBth, and Lieut. Wood- 
gate, 52d, and 14 men, having been wounded. 

The success of this operation enabled us immediately to break ground 
within 600 yards of the place, notwithstanding that the enemy still hold 
the fortified convents ; and the enemy’s work has been turned into a part 
of our first parallel, and a good communication made with it. 

It is impossible for me to conjecture the length of time which will be 
required to bring the siege of Ciudad Bodrigo to a successful conclusion. 
Our means of transporting our stores and materials depend upon the 
Portuguese and Spanish carters and muleteers, and the movements of this 
description of persons are very uncertain- The weather, also, which may 
be expected at this season of the year, may interrupt or retard our pro- 
gress; and the enemy may have time to bring back to this part of the 
country the troops which had been removed from hence in order to aid 
the operations of Marshal Suchet in Valencia, and I may be obliged to 
raise the siege. If this effect alone should be produced, we shall have 
rendered a great service to the Spaniards. 

1 think it probable that Marmont will return immediately, as I under- 
stand that great doubts were entertained by the ministers and Generals at 
Madrid of the expediency of his movements to the eastward, in conse- 
quence of intelligence which had been received that 1 had constructed a 
bridge on tbe Agueda ; and that in the end of last month he had not left 
Madrid^ 

I have arranged our operation in such a manner as that, I hope, the 
troops will not suffer from the inclemency of the weather. 

Lieut. Gen. Hill arrived at Merida on the 30th Dec. He had hoped 
to surprise Gen. Dombrowski (who I bad been led to imagine was killed 
in Gen. Hill’s last affair with the enemy) in that town; but bis advanced 
guard was discovered on the 29th by a patrole from a small detachment of 
the enemy which happened to be at La Nava, which effected its retreat to 
Merida, notwithstanding the efforts of a detachment of Lieut. Gen. Hill’s 
cavalry to prevent it. Gen. Dombrowski retired from Merida in the 
night, leaving a magazine of bread and 160,000 lbs. of wheat in the 
town, and several unfinished works which the enemy had been con- 
structing. 

On the 1st, Gen, Hill moved forward with the intention of attacking 
Gen. Drouet, who commands the 5th corps, at Almendralejo. This General, 
however, retired upon Zafra, leaving a magazine in the town, containing 
450,000 lbs. of wheat and some barley. On the 3d, Lieut. Gen. Hill 
sent a detachment, consisting of the 28th regt., and 2 squadrons of the 
2d hussars, and one squadron of the 10th Portuguese cavalry, to Fuente 
del Maestro, under the command of Lieut Col. the Hon. A. Abercromby. 
Our cavalry defeated a body of the enemy’s cavalry which was there, 
having taken 2 officers and 30 men prisoners. 
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lieiit Gen. Hill iiaving found that Gen. Drouet had retreated upon 
Llerena, and that it would be impossible for him to follow to a greater 
distanccy returned to Merida on the 5th, in order to place his troops in 
better cantonments during the bad weather. I have the honor to enclose 
letters from Lieut Gen. Hill of the 30th Dec., 2d and 6th Jan., giving 
an account of his operations, returns of killed and wounded, &c.* 

^ Lieut. Gen. E. Hill to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. Merida, 30th Dec. isii. 

In pursuance of your Lordship’s instructions, I put the troops under my orders in march 
from their several cantonments, and entered this province on the 27th inst. by Alhur- 
querque, Villa de Key, and San Vicente ; and by the intelligence which I received from 
various quarters, I was led to entertain the most sanguine hopes that I should have been 
able to surprise the enemy’s troops stationed in this town. I was, however, disappointed 
in my expectations, by finding in La Nava, on our approach to that village yesterday, with 
the column from Alburquerque, a party of the enemy, consisting of about 800 voltigeurs 
and a few hussars, being part of a detachment which had arrived there the night preceding, 
apparently on a plundering excursion, the remainder whereof has proceeded to Cordeviibis, 
another village about 2 leagues distant. 

A patrole from La Nava fell in with the head of our column, and gave the alarm to the 
detachment, which immediately commenced its retreat towards Merida, followed by the 
cavalry of my advanced guard, consisting of between 300 and 400 of the I3th light dra^ 
goons and 2d hussars. 

As I considered the intercepting of the entire of this party to be of the greatest import- 
ance to our ulterior operations, I directed the cavalry above mentioned to make every effort 
to eflfect it, or at least to check its march until the arrival of some infantry. 

The intrepid and admirable manner, however, in which the enemy retired, his infantry 
formed in square, and favored as he was by the nature of the country, of which he knew 
bow to take the fullest advantage, prevented the cavalry alone from effecting any thing 
against him ; and after following him for upwards of a league, and making an ineffectual 
attempt to break him, I judged it advisable to give over the pursuit, and he effected his 
escape with the loss of about 20 killed, and as many wounded, from four 9 pounders, 
which, by the great exertions of Major Hawker, and his officers and men, got within 
range, and followed him for some distance, but were unable to close upon him, owing to 
the deepness of the country. 

One wing of the 71st light infantry, under Lieut. Col. the Hon. H. Cadogan, also ex- 
erted themselves in a most laudable manner to overtake the enemy, but were at too great a 
distance to admit of their accomplishing it in any r^onable time. 

The arrival of the above mentioned party at Merida made the enemy acquainted with 
our approach, of which I have reason to think he was before entirely ignorant, and he in 
consequence evacuated the town during the night, leaving unfinished some works which he 
was constructing for its defence, and we entered in the course of the day. 

I regret to state that we had 2 men killed and some wounded in the affair of yesterday, 
of which I enclose a return. 

P.S, Since writing the above, it has been reported to me that 180 fanegas of wheat have 
been found in the depot of this town, belonging to the French, besides a quantity of bread. 

Lieut. Gen. E. Hill to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. " Almendratejo, 2d Jan. 1812. 

Since my letter to your Lordship from Merida of the 30th ult., I have the honor to report, 
that from all the information I had received, I had reason to suppose that Drouet was con- 
centrating his troops at this place ; I consequently moved on yesterday for the purpose of 
attacking him. On my approach to the town, I found that the greater part of the enemy’s 
troops had moved off the preceding day, in the direction of Villa Franca, and that his rear 
guard was on its march, covered by his cavalry, which skirmished with the hussars of my 
advanced guard, and retired after receiving a few rounds from the horse artillery. In this 
town we found a few stores, of which the enclosed is a return. I thought it possible the 
enemy might have afforded me an opportunity of doing something here. 

Lieut. Gen. R. Hill to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B, Merida, Sih Jan. 1812. 

My letters of the 2d and 3d inst. would acquaint your Lordship of my having, on the 1st 
inst., marched with the corps under my command to Almendralejo, in the hope that Comte 
d'Erlon, who had collected the greater part of his troops at that place, might have given me 
an opportunity of coming in contact with him, as well as of my disappointment in that 
respect, he having previously fallen back in the direction of Llerena, leaving only a small 
rear guard in Almendralejo, which retired also on our approach. I have the honor to 
acquaint your Lordship that it was my intention to have followed the enemy, and, failing 
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By accotints wMcIi I have feom Cadiz to the 2^th Dec.^ I learn that 
the eneiny invested Tarifa with a force of about 5000 men on the 20th 
Dec., covering their operations against that place hy another corps at 
Vejer, under the command of Marshal Victor. Their artillery for the 

in my desire to bring him to action, to have given him every possible a^oy^ce in his 
retreat ; but the dreadful state of the wither, the condition of the roads (which are daily 
becoming worse), and the consequent difficulty of getting up my supplies, render any fur- 
ther operations on my part impossible for the present, without incurring risks and making 
sacrihces greater than could have been justified by the occasion, or by your I^ordship s in- 
structions. I therefore determine, after halting two days at Almeridralejo, and occupying 
¥illa Franca and Puente del Maestre, to put the troo|B in cantoninents in this town and 
neighbourhood, there to await a more favorable opportunity of acting; trusting that the 
alarm occasioned to the enemy hy the movement already made will have in part enected 
one of the objects for which I was instructed by ydur Lordship to take the field. A part 
of the troops accordingly returned here yesterday, and the remainder are now on their 
march ; the enemy being, by the last accounts which I have received, also in full, march 
towards the south, his rear guard having left Zafra and Los Santos yesterday. 

I have the satisfaction to encliMie for ypiu* Lordship^s information a letter from Lieut* 
Col. the Hon. A. Aliercromby, detailing die particulars of a successful attack made by 
some of the 2d hussars and Portuguese cavalry, acting under his orders, at Puente^ del 
Maestre, on a body of the enemy^s dragoons, which reflects the ^greatest credit on Lieut. 
Col. Abercromby who directed, and the officers and non-commissioned officers and men 
who executed it. 

Lieut, Col. the Hon. A. Abercromby to Lieut, Gen. R. Hill. Merida, 5th Jan. 1812. 

In obedience to your orders, I marched on the 3d inst. from Aimendralejo at noon, with 
the column you did me the honor to place under my commari(i, and reached Puente del 
Maestre at a little after 4 o’clock in the evening of that day. On my arrival I learned 
that some of the ©aemy’s cavalry were still in the neighbourhood ; and having passed through 
the town, I halted the column, and proce©ied to reconnaitre in front. About 100 of the 
enemy’s horse were discovered on the Los Santos road, who, apparently ignorant of our 
force, formed squadron, and advanced towards us. The Portuguese cavalry exchanged a 
few shots with tnem until the hussars wece brought up ; the eneniy then halted, and showed 
a disposition to charge ; in this, however, he was quickly frustrated. The 2 squadrons of 
the hussars were formed on the right, and one squadron of the 14th Portuguese cavalry on 
the left. Instantly the enemy were charged on one flank by the squadron of Portuguese, 
under Lieut, Col. Campbell, and by Capt Cleves’ squadron on the other. The right 
hussar squadron remained in reserve, A few minutes decided the contest. The enemy 
being completely routed, left in our hands 2 officers and 30 men, besides several killed. 
The squadron which remained in reserve was then sent in pursuit, as far as prudence would 
allow. 

No language of mine can do sufficient justice to the gallantry of Lieut. Col. Campbell, 
as well as that of Lieut. Hutchinson, and the other officers and men composing the squadron 
of Portuguese cavalry. Suffice it to say, that on this occasion the hussars under Major 
Busche upheld the high military character they are so universally known to possess. 

This little affair has been achieved with very trifling loss on our side. Enclosed I have 
the honor to transmit to you a list of the killed and wounded. 


Return of the killed, wounded, and missing an action with the enemy near Puente del 
Maestre, 3d Jan. 1812. 
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attack of Tarifa had not arrived on the 26tli Bee. Col. Skerrett was 
engaged with the enemy on the 20th, with the piquets of the British and 
Spanish infantry and of the garrison, and a detachment of the 95th. On 
the 21st Capt. Wren, of the 11th regt., with his company, destroyed one 
of the enemy’s piquets ; and, on the 22d, Col. Skerrett made a sortie from 
Tarifa, in co-operation with the Spanish troops under Gen. Copons, in 
order to oblige the enemy to show their force, on which occasion the 
enemy sustained considerable loss. 

The object of Lieut. Gen. Hiirs movement into Estremadura was tq 
divert the enemy’s attention from Gen. Ballesteros and from Tarifa; and 
as Gen. Drouet has retired upon Llerena, making some sacrifices, I con- 
clude that Soult has either been ordered, or is determined, to persevere in 
his attack upon Tarifa. 

From the accounts which I have received of that place, it appears to me 
quite impossible to defend it, when the enemy shall be equipped to attack 
it. The utmost that can be done is to hold the island contiguous to 
Tarifa, for which object Col. Skerrett’s detachment does not appear to be 
necessary. I don’t believe that the enemy will be able to obtain posses- 
sion of the island, without which the town will be entirely useless to 
them ; and indeed if they had the island, as well as the town, I doubt 
their being able to retain these possessions, adverting to the means of at- 
tacking them with which Gen. Ballesteros might be supplied by the 
garrison of Gibraltar, unless they should keep a force in the field in their 
neighbourhood to protect them. Under these circumstances, I have de- 
sired Gen. Hill to return to Portalegre, and to place his corps between 
that town and Castello Branco. My reason for giving him these orders 
is, that I think it not improbable that the enemy, finding that they will 
not have time to concert an operation between the army of the north and 
the ^ Armee de Portugal,^ and knowing that neither of those armies sepa- 
rately can venture to attempt the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, will try to 
alarm me for the safety of my communication with Gen. Hill, and with 
Lisbon, by movements in the valley of Plasencia, by Lower Beira. 

Gen. Hill’s movement towards the Tagus will check all these plans ; 
and, whatever may happen, it will he a great convenience that he should 
be nearer this army during the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

To Xieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Gallegos, 10th Jan. 1812. 

I request you to inform Gen. Ahadia that I am now engaged in the 
siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, which we are carrying on with the greatest 
activity. We broke ground before the place on the 8th at night, within 
600 yards, having carried a redoubt by storm on that evening at that dis- 
tance. We shall open our fire, I hope, on the 13th, from the first parallel. 

It would be very desirable if Gen. Ahadia would endeavor to make 
some movement to draw the attention of the enemy from us; as I think 
it prohahle that they will collect their whole force to endeavor to interrupt 
our operations. 

The A.G* to Major Cimitiere^ Castanheira* lOih Jan. 1812. 

1 am directed to inform you that several wounded soldiers belonging to the 
Light division and the 1st division are forwarded to Castanheira. Upon their 
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amval there, you will send the spring waggons, conveying them to 

the hospital hack to the division at Gallegos. You will be pleased to take care 
that the Castanheira hospital does not become crowded with the wounded soldiers 
arriving from the frontier, and you will continue to send them on to Gelorico, so 
that the hospital at Castanheira shall he able to accommodate the increase of 
wounded soldiers, daily forwarded there from the advance of the army, 

ji,G, to Limt^ Gen, Sir S, Cation, Bart,, Cavalry, Hth Jan, 1813. 

I have laid your application for leave of absence for Lieut. Gol. — , — light 
dragoons, before the Commander of the Forces ; and I am directed to acquaint 
you that the army are engaged in a siege, and his Excellency thinks every officer 

should be at his post; but as his Excellency understands Lieut, Col. wishes 

to quit the service, he may have the leave to England he requires. 

TbM A, G, io Major Gen. Hay, 5tk divimn, 11th Jan. 1813. 

In reply to your letter, and enclosures from Lieut. Col. Barnes, tiie Commander 
of the Forces acquiesces in Mr. Middleton and Mr. Strong acting as volunteers 
in the Royals^ from the date of their arrival with the corps. 

The A. G, to Major Gen, Peacooke, Lisbon, 11th Jan. 1813. 

I have laid your letter and enclosures relative to the widows and orphans of 
soldiers, received from Capt. Browne, before the Commander of the Forces; and 
his Excellency desires the widows and orphans may he sent home, conformably 
to the orders from the Horse Guards, in the best manner that can be devised. 

TTte A,G, to Major D'Cyly, A,A.G. 7th division. 12th Jan. 1813. 

It has been invariably the practice of this army, whenever a division is ordered 
to move, that all the officers belonging to it, whether on General Court Martial 
duties or not, march with their several brigades and corps. The officers, there- 
fore, on the General Court Martial, of which Major Gen. de Bernewitz is Pre- 
sident, are of course to march with their division, as well as the Major Gen. with 
his brigade. 

The J.G. to Capt, Kippiny, Coimbra, 13th Jan. 1832. 

Lord Blantyre having represented that you gave Mr. permission to take 

a hdtman out of the convalescent barrack at Coimbra, to act as servant to him 
when going to Lisbon, I am to acquaint you that the Commander of the Forces 
disapproves of such proceeding, and requests you will inform me why you used an 
authority with which you are not invested. You will be pleased to take care that 
the man alluded to forthwith joins his corps. 

To the Earl of LiTOrpool. Gallegos, 1 5th Jan. 1812. 

We have continued our operations against Ciudad Rodrigo since I ad- 
dressed you on the 9th inst. We opened our fire from 22 pieces of 
ordnance, in 3 batteries in the first parallel, yesterday afternoon ; and we 
opened an approach to, and established ourselves in our second parallel, 
150 yards from the place, last night. 

This measure had been facilitated by Lieut. Gen, Graham having sur- 
prised the enemy’s detachment in the convent of Cruz, close to the 
body of the place, on the night of the 13th. The right of our approaches 
was protected and secured by this operation. Major Gen. the Hon. C. 
Colville, who commands the 4tli division in the absence of Lieut. Gen, 
the Hon. G. L. Cole, likewise attacked the enemy’s post in the convent 
of San Francisco last night, and obtained possession of that post, and of 
the other fortified posts in the suburbs, where our troops are now lodged. 
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Our left is protected and secured hj this operation. Two pieces of cannon 
were taken in the convent of San Francisco. 

It appears that the preparations and movements which I first made with 
a view to the attack of Ciudad Rodrigo, had the effect of inducing the 
enemy to move back from La Mancha. The divisions of the ^Armee de 
PoTtugall two of which had gone as far as Cuenca, and the other to San 
Clemente, returned to Toledo in the beginning of this month ; and they 
are now on their march, it is stated, towards Valladolid, to which place 
Marshal Marmont went on the 5th firom Talavera. One division of in- 
fantry still remained on the 12th inst. at Navalmoral, having detachments 
as far back as Talavera ; and it is reported that a second division remained 
about Talavera. 

It appears that the governments of Valladolid and Salamanca, called 
the 6 th and 7 th governments, have been placed under the directions of 
Marshal Marmont, and that what can be plundered from those provinces 
is allotted for the support of the troops under his command ; and the army 
of the north are to be confined to the northern provinces. 

Preparations to a certain extent are making at Salamanca for the move- 
ment of troops in this direction ; and I have reports that troops were to 
be collected at Salamanca on this day. It appears, however, that the 
enemy did not even know at Salamanca that we had attacked Ciudad Ro- 
drigo till the 13th; and it is not probable that a sufficient force can be 
collected to oblige us to raise the siege, at least for some days. 

I purpose, therefore, to continue the siege as long as I shall think there 
is any prospect of success, and till I shall be certain that the enemy 
have brought together such a force as to render success hopeless, and the’ 
situation of the army critical. We have had, till now, very fine weather, 
and the troops have suffered but little from exposure to it. 1 enclose 
the returns of the casualties to the 14th inst. It is impossible for me, 
even now, to tell how much longer the operations will last. No time 
has been lost yet ; and your Lordship may be certain that every exertion 
will be made to bring them to a successful termination. 

I have received no authentic accounts of the state of affairs in Valencia; 
but I have reason to believe that, as late as the 24th Dec., the enemy had 
not been able to make any progress in their attack upon that place. It 
is supposed that, unless powerfully supported, Marshal Suchet must retire. 

By the accounts from Cadiz to the 29th Dec., it appears to be supposed 
that the French had not been able to get their guns up to Tarifa, having 
been prevented by the bad weather, which continued to prevail generally 
throughout the Peninsula till the 5th and 6th of this month. 

By accounts from Lieut. Gen. Hill to the 11th inst, it appears that 
Gen. Drouet had been reinforced from Seville, and had advanced again 
towards Zafra. I think it probable that Gen. Hill will have moved on; 
the 12th or 13th towards the frontiers of Portugal, according to the 
orders which I informed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the 9th inst, I 
had sent him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool Gallegos, 15th Jan. 1812. 

My dispatch will give you all the intelligence which I can send you 
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from hence regarding ourselves. I have to add to it, that I have a letter 
from Madrid of the 3d, stating that Gen. Darmagnac had written from 
the frontiers of Yalencia that the Tonlon squadron had been defeated. 
Probably he may mean that the convoy from Toulon to Barcelona had 
been taken. But the squadrcm is positively stated j and it is possible that 
Adm. Emeriau may have been caught in one of his ^prcmenade^ nuvales/ 

AM* to CapL Fopphtm, Cdmco* 16 th Jan. 1812. 

Five hundred men of the sick at Celorico having been ordered to be removed 
to Coimbra, to make room at your station for men who may be sent from Castan- 
heira and from the army, it is necessary you should exert yourself to see that 
this service is carried into eifect, 

Tho AM* to Major Gen* Burm^ Bith divmon,, 16lh Jan. 1812. 

In reply to your letter and enclosure from Lieut. Col. Bingham, 53d regt., I 
am directed to inform you that it will he more regular that the boy who consented 
to the theft should be tried by a regimental or detachment Court Martial, as a 
follower of the army, and then punished by the Provost as proposed, if found 
guilty and sentenced to punishment; for as the Assist. Provost did not apprehend 
the hoy in the tact, it would be against the Provost’s instructions to punish him 
without trial. 

The AM, to Major Gen, Peacocks^ Lisbon, 16th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th inst. and 
enclosures, which have been laid before the Commander of the Forces; and I am 

to desire that you will inform CapL that his Excellency is concerned to 

be obliged to say that he entirely disapproves of his whole conduct: 1st ; in having 
entered into any altercation at all with the Juiz de Fora : 2dly ; for the scene 
.which he chose for that altercation : and lastly, for the mode and temper in which 
tlie altercation was carried on by him. His Excellency is much distressed at being 
obliged to pass this decision on the conduct of an officer for whom he entertains 
otherwise great respect, on the eve of his departure from this array for another 
service ; hut the conduct of Capt, — ■ — has been entirely inconsistent with the 
spirit of the G. O. of the army, and with the principles on which any service 
can he carried on by military men in conjunction with civil authorities. 

Arrangements for the assault of Cjudad Rodrigo, 19th Jan. 1812. 

The attack upon Ciudad Rodrigo must be made this evening at 7 
o’clock. 

The light infantry company of the 83d regt. will join Lieut. Col. 
O’Toole at sunset, Lieut. Col. O’Toole, with the 2d ca«^adores, and the 
light company of the 83d regt, will, 10 minutes before 7, cross the 
Agueda by the bridge, and make an attack upon the outwork in front of 
the castle. The object of this attack is to drive the artillerymen from 2 
guns (B) in that outwork which hear upon the entrance into the ditch at 
the junction of the counterscarp with the main wall of the place : if Lieut. 
CoL O’Toole can get into the outwork, it would be desirable to destroy 
these guns. Major Sturgeon will show Lieut. Col. O’Toole his point of 
attack. Six ladders, 12 feet long each, will he sent from the engineer 
park to the old French guard room at the mill, on the Agueda, for the 
use of this detachment. 

The 5th regt. will attack the entrance of the ditch at the point above 
referred to. Major Sturgeon will likewise show them the point of attack. 
They must issue from*the right of the convent of S*® Cruz : they must 
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have 12 axes to cut down the gate by which the ditch is entered, at the 
junction of the counterscarp with the body of the place. The 5th regt. 
are likewise to have 12 scaling ladders 25 feet long, and immediately on 
entering the ditch are to scale the fausse hraie wall, and are to proceed 
ih.Q famsehrate^ in order to clear it of the enemy’s posts on their 
left towards the principal breach. 

The ^Ith regt. are to be in reserve on the right of the convent of S*® 
Cruz, to support the first party which will have entered the ditch. The 
ditch must, besides, be entered on the right of the breach by two columns 
to be formed on the left of the convent of Cruz, each to consist of 5 
companies of the 94th regt. Each column must have 3 ladders, 12 feet 
long, by which they are to descend into the ditch, and they are to have 
10 axes to cut down any palisades which may be placed in the ditch to 
impede the communication along it. 

The detachment of the 94th regt., when descended into the ditch, is to 
turn to its left to the main breach. 

The 5th regt. will issue from the convent of S*® Cruz 10 minutes 
before 7. 

At the same time a party consisting of 180 sappers, carrying bags con- 
taining hay, will move out of the second parallel, covered by a fire of the 
83d regt. formed in the second parallel upon the works of the place, which 
hags are to be thrown into the ditch so as to enable the troops to descend 
the counterscarp to the attack of the breach. They are to be followed 
immediately by the storming party of the great breach, which is to con- 
sist of the troops of Major Gen, Mackiunon’s brigade, is to be formed in 
the first parallel, and in the communications between the first and second 
parallel, ready to move up to the breach immediately in rear of the sap- 
pers with bags. The storming party of the great breach must be pro- 
vided with 6 scaling ladders 12 feet long each, and with 10 axes. 

The ditch must likewise be entered by a column on the left of the great 
breach, consisting of 3 companies of the 95th regt., which are to issue 
from the right of the convent of San Francisco. This column will be pro- 
vided with 3 ladders 12 feet long, with which they are to descend into 
the ditch, at a point which will he pointed out to them by Lieut. Wright. 
On descending into the ditch they are to turn to their right, and to pro- 
ceed towards the main breach. They are to have 10 axes, to enable them 
to cut down the obstacles which may have been erected to impede the 
communication along the ditch on the left of the breach. 

Another column, consisting of Major Gen. Vandeleur’s brigade, will 
issue out from the left of the convent of San Francisco, and are to attack 
the breach to the left of the main breach. This column must have 12 
ladders, each 12 feet long, with which they are to descend into the ditch 
at a point which will be shown them by Capt. Ellicombe. On arriving 
in the ditch, they are to turn to their left of the small iwelin, and thence 
to the breach in the tower of the body of the place. As soon as this body 
will have reached the top of the breach, in fausse braie wall, a detach- 
ment of 5 companies are to be sent to the right, to cover the attack of 
Major Gen. Mackhmon’s brigade, by the principal breach ; and as soon as 
they have reached the top of the tower, they are to turn to their right, and 
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coTXimtmicate witli tlie rampart of the main breach. As soon as this coin- 
mnnication can he established, endeavor should be made to open the gate 
of Salamanca. 

The Portuguese brigade in the 3d division will be formed in the com- 
munication to the first parallel, and behind the hill of San Francisco (upper 
Teson), and will move up to the entrance of the second parallel ready to 
support Major Gen. Mackinnon^s brigade. 

Col. Barnard’s brigade will he formed behind the convent of San Fran- 
cisco, ready to support Major Gen. Vandeleur’s brigade. All these 
columns will have detached parties especially appointed to keep up a fire 
on the defences during the above. 

The men with ladders,, and axes, and hags, must not have their arms : 
those who are to storm must not fire. 

Brig. Gen. Pack, with his brigade, will make a false attack upon the 
outwork of the gate of Santiago, and upon the works towards La Caridad.. 

The different regiments and brigades to receive ladders are to send par- 
ties to the engineers’ dep6t to receive them, 3 men for each ladder. 

To the Earl of Lwerpool. Gallegos, 20th Jan. 1S12. 

I informed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the 9th, that I had attacked 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and in that of the 15th, of the progress of the operations 
to that period, and I have now the pleasure to acquaint your Lordship 
that we took the place by storm yesterday evening after dark. 

We continued, from the 15th to the 19th, to complete the second 
parallel, and the communications with that work, and we had made some 
progress by sap towards the crest of the glacis. On the night of the 15 th 
we likewise advanced from the left of the first parallel down the slope of 
the hill towards the convent of San Francisco, to a situation from which 
the walls of the famse hraie and of the town were seen, on which a 
battery for 7 guns was constructed, and these commenced their fire on 
the morning of the 18th. In the mean time, the batteries in the first 
parallel continued their fire ; and, yesterday evening, their fire had not 
only considerably injured the defences of the place, but had made breaches 
in the famse hraie wall, and in the body of the place, which were con- 
sidered practicable ; while the battery on the slope of the hill, which had 
been commenced on the night of the 15th, and had opened on the 18th, 
had been equally efficient still farther to the left, and opposite to the 
suburb of San Francisco. 

I therefore determined to storm the place, notwithstanding that the 
approaches had not been brought to the crest of the glacis, and the coun- 
terscarp of the ditch was still entire. 

The attack was accordingly made yesterday evening, in 5 separate 
columns, consisting of the troops of the 3d and Light divisions, and of 
Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade. The 2 right columns, conducted by Lieut. 
Col O’Toole of the ,2d.ca9adores, and Major Ridge of the 5th regt., were 
destined to protect the advance of Major Gen. Mackinnon’s brigade, 
forming the 3d, to the top of the breach in the fausse hraie wall • and all 
these, being composed of troops of the 3d division, were under the direc- 
tion of Lieut Gen. Picton. 
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The 4th column, consisting of the 43d and 52d regts., and part of 
the 95th regt., being of the Light division, under the direction of Major 
Gen, Craufurd, attacked the breaches on the left in front of the suburb 
©f San Francisco, and covered the left of the attack of the principal 
breach by the troops of the 3d division; and Brig. Gen. Pack was 
destined, with his brigade, forming the 5th column, to make a false attack 
upon the southern face of the fort. 

Besides these 5 columns, the 94th regt., belonging to the 3d division, 
descended into the ditch in 2 columns, on the right of Major Gen, 
Mackinnon’s brigade, with a view to protect the descent of that body 
into the ditch and its attack of the breach in the fausse hraie^ against the 
obstacles which it was supposed the enemy would construct to oppose 
their progress. 

All these attacks succeeded; and Brig. Gen. Pack even surpassed my 
expectations, having converted his false attack into a real one ; and his 
advanced guard, under the command of Major Lynch, having followed 
the enemy’s troops from the advanced works into famsehraiCj where 
they made prisoners all opposed to them. 

Major Ridge, of the 2d batt. 5th regt., having escaladed the fausse 
braie wall, stormed the principal breach in the body of the place, together 
with the 94th regt., commanded by Lieut. Col. Campbell, which had 
moved along the ditch at the same time, and had stormed the breach in the 
fausse hrale^ both in front of Major Gen. Mackinnon’s brigade. Thus, 
these regiments not only effectually covered the advance from the trenches 
of Major Gen. Mackinnon’s brigade by their first movements and opera- 
tions, but they preceded them in the attack. 

Major Gen. Craufurd,* and Major Gen. Vandeleur, and the troops of 
the Light division, on the left, were likewise very forward on that side ; 
and, in less than half an hour from the time the attack commenced, our 
troops were in possession, and formed on the ramparts, of the place, each 
body contiguous to the other. The enemy then submitted, having sus- 
tained a considerable loss in the contest. 

Our loss was also, I am concerned to add, severe, particularly in 
officers of high rank and estimation in this army. Major Gen, Mackin- 
non was unfortunately blown up by the accidental explosion of one of the 
enemy’s expense magazines, close to the breach, after he had gallantly 
and successfully led the troops under his command to the attack. Major 
Gen. Craufurd likewise received a severe wound^ while he was leading 
on the Light division to the storm, and I am apprehensive that I shall be 
deprived for some time of his assistance. Major Gen. Vandeleur was 
likewise wounded in the same manner, but not so severely, and he was 
able to continue in the field. 

I have to add to this list Lieut. Col. Colborne of the 52d regt., and 
Major G. Napierf, who led the storming party of the Light division, and 
was wounded on the top of the breach. 

* The wound was mortal. 

f Major Gen. Sir G. Napier, K.C.B., late Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. On the 
return from the trenches to the cantonments of the 52d, at El Bodon, on the morning of the 
17th Jan., Major Napier and Lieut. Giirwood expressed to each other their mutual desire 
of an opportunity fur personal distinction in the event of Ciudad Rcdri go standing an 
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I have great pleasure itl reporting to your Loriiship the uniform good 
conduct, and spirit of enterprise, and patience, and perseverance in the 
performance of great labor, by which the General officers, officers, and 
troops of the 1st, 3d, 4th, and Light divisions, and Brig. Gen. Pack’s 
brigade, by whom the siege was carried on, have been distinguished 
during the late operations. 

Lieut. Gen. Graham assisted me in superintending the conduct of the 
details of the siege, hesides performing the duties of the General officer 
commanding the 1st division ; and I am much indebted to the suggestions 
and assistance I received from him for the success of this enterprise. 

The conduct of all parts of the 3d division, in the operations which 
they performed with so much gallantry and exactness on the evening of 
the 19th in the dark, afford the strongest proof of the abilities of Lieut. 
Gen. Picton and Major Gen. Mackinnon, by whom they were directed 
and led ; hut I beg particularly to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
conduct of Lieut. Col. O’Toole of the 2d ca^adores, of Major Eidge of 
the 2d hatt. 5th foot,* of Lieut. Gol. Campbell of the 94th regtf, of 
Major Manners of the 1 ith, and of Major Grey of the 2d hatt. 5th foot f , 
who has been twice wounded during this siege. 

It is hut justice also to the 3d division to report that the men who per- 
formed the sap belonged to the 45th, 74th, and 88th regts., under the 
command of Capt. Macleod of the Royal Engineers, and Gapt. Thompson 
of the 74th, Lieut. Beresford of the 88th, and Lieut. Metcalfe of the 45th ; 
and they distinguished themselves not less in the storm of the place than 
they had in the performance of their laborious duty during the siege. 

I have already reported, in my letter of the 9th inst., my sense of the 
conduct of Major Gen. Craufurd, and of Lieut. Col Colborne, and of the 

assault ; and they decided to submit their intentions to their friend and Commanding 
ofScer Lieut. Col Colbome (now Lieut. Gen. Lord Seaton). After mature deliberation, a 
letter was addressed to Major Gen. R. Craufurd in the following terms : 

* the evmi of Ciudad Rodrigo standing an assault, and that the Light division should be 
emploged in it, the following officers of the h%d are desirous of offering their services : 

‘ Major G. Napier to command the Storming Party. 

‘ Lieut. Gurwoou „ the Forlorn Hope' 

This paper, being recommended by Col. Colbome, was carried by them in the evening 
to the quarters of Major Gen. Craufurd, to whom it was sent up. No answer was returned. 

The order for the march of the division to the trenches, out of its turn, soon after day- 
light on the morning of the 1 9th, afforded the hope that it was to be employed in the 
assault ; but it was only on the arrival of the division at La Caridad, when the orders 
from head quarters were received for the formation of a storming party of 300 men, with a 
proportion of oflSceis, that the intentions of Major Napier and Lieut, Gurwood were made 
Known, as being appointed to specific commands in the assault. It was very apparent that 
the same desire in many of their brother oflicers, checked only by the unwillingness to be 
taxed with presumption, had been tlius anticipated ; and Major Napier and Lieut. Gar- 
wood watched, with increased anxiety, the tri-colored flag on the tower near the lesser 
breach, that it might not be struck, and expose their announced demonstration for self- 
distinction to disappointment. This was a nervous excitement, absorbing all thoughts in 
the soldier, who saw reputation and honor just within his grasp. Success, however, soon 
banished this, to give way to feelings difficult to be imagined, still more so to be described. 

In the sub^quent and more dangerous assaults of Badajoz, Burgos, and San Sebastian, 
the senior officers of each rank claimed privilege and preference ; but the breaches being 
insulated and better defended, unfortunately none successfully survived the storm of them. 
(Stfe note at p, 4c77.) 

* Killed in the assault at Badajoz. 
f The late Major Gen. Sir James Campbell, K.C.B.' 
t Major Gen. Sir J. Grey, K.C.B. 
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troops of the Light division, in the storm of the redoubt of San Francisco, 
on the evening of the 8th inst. The conduct of these troops was equally 
distinguished throughout the siege ; and in the storm, nothing could 
exceed the gallantry with which these brave officers and troops advanced 
and accomplished the difficult operation allotted to them, notwithstanding 
that all their leaders had fallen. 

I particularly request your Lordship’s attention to the conduct of 
Major Gen. Craufurd, Major Gen. Vandeleur^ Lieut. Col. Barnard of 
the 95th f, Lieut. Col. Colborne Major Gibbs §, and Major Napier of 
the 52d, and Lieut. Col. Macleod of the 43d |[. The conduct of Capt. 
Duffy of the 43d^, and that of Lieut, Gurwood ** of the 52d regt, who was 
wounded, have likewise been particularly reported to me. Lieut. Col. 
Elder and the 3d ca^adores were likewise distinguished upon this occasion. 

The 1st Portuguese regt., under Lieut. Col. Hill, and the 16th, under 
Col. Campbell, being Brig. Gen. Pack’s brigade, were likewise dis- 
tinguished in the storm under the command of the Brig. General, who 
particularly mentions Major Lynch. 

In my dispatch of the 15th, I reported to your Lordship the attack of 
the convent of S** Cruz by the troops of the 1st division, under the direc- 
tion of Lieut. Gen. Graham, and that of the convent of San Francisco,” on 
the 14th inst., under the direction of Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville. 
The first mentioned enterprise was performed by Capt. Laroche de Stark- 
erfels, of the 1st line batt K. G. L. ; the last by Lieut. Col. Harcourt, with 
the 40th regt. This regiment remained from that time in the suburb of 
San Francisco, and materially assisted our attack on that side of the place. 

Although it did not fall to the lot of the troops of the 1st and 4th* * * § ** 
divisions to bring these operations to a successful close, they distinguished 
themselves throughout their progress by the patience and perseverance 
with which they performed the labor of the siege. The brigade of 
Guards, under Major Gen. H. Campbell, were particularly distinguished 
in this respect. 

I likewise request your Lordship’s attention to the conduct of Lieut. 

* Gen. Sir J. Vandeleur, G.C.B. 

f Gen. Sir A. Barnard, G.C.B, 

I Now Lieut. Gen. Lord Seaton, G.C.B. 

§ Major Gen. Sir E. Gibbs, K.C.B. 

fl Lieut. Col. Macleod was subsequently killed in the assault of Badajoz. 

^ Major Gen. Dully, C.B. 

** Col, Gurwood, the compiler of this work. Lieut. Gurwood, 62d regt., led the * for- 
lorn hope’ of the Light division in the assault of the lesser breach. He afterwards took the 
French governor, Gen. Barrie, in the citadel j and from the hands of Lord Wellington, on 
the breach by which he had entered, he received the sword of his prisoner. The permission 
accorded by the Duke of Wellington to compile this work has doubtless been one of tiie 
distinguished consequences resulting from this service; and Col, Gurwood feels pride, as 
a soldier of fortune, in here ofiering himself as an encouraging example to the subaltern 
in future wars. 

The detail of the assault of Ciudad Rodrigo by the lesser breach is of too little import- 
ance, excepting to those who served in it, to become a matter of history. The compiler, 
however, takes this opportunity of observing, that Col. W. Napier has been misinformed 
respecting the conduct of the ‘forlorn hope,* in the account given of it by him, as it 
appears in the Appendix to the 4th volume (first edition)^ of his ‘ History of the Peninsular 
War.’ A correct statement, and proofs of it, have been since fumished to Col. W. Napier, 
for any future edition of his work, which will render any further notice of it here un- 
necessary. (See note at p» 4tn ,') 
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Col. Fletcher, tlie chief Engineer, and of Brigade Major Jones, and the 
officers and men of the Royal Engineers. The ability with which these 
operations were carried on exceeds all praise ; and I beg leave to recom- 
mend these officers to your Lordship most particularly. 

Major Dickson of the Royal artillery, attached to the Portuguese artil- 
lery, has for some time had the direction of the heavy train attached to 
this army, and has conducted the intricate details of the late operation, as 
he did those of the two sieges of Badajoz in the last summer, much to my 
satisfaction. The rapid execution produced by the well directed fire kept 
up from our hatteries affords the best proof of the merits of the officers 
and men of the Royal artillery, and of the Portuguese artillery, em- 
ployed on this occasion ; but I must particularly mention Brigade Major 
May,^ and Capts. Holcombe, Power, Dynely, and Dundas, of the Royal 
artillery, and Capts. Da Cunha and Da Costa, and Lieut. Silva, of the 
1st regt of Portuguese artillery. 

I have likewise particularly to report to your Lordship the conduct of 
]!^fajor Sturgeon of the Royal Staff corps.f He constructed and placed 
for us the bridge over the Agueda, without which the enterprise could 
not have been attempted; he afterwards materially assisted Lieut. Gen. 
Graham and myself in our reconnaissance of the place on which the plan 
of the attack was founded ; and he finally conducted the 2d batt 5th regt., 
as well as the 2d ca^adores, to their points of attack. 

The A. G.,| and the D. Q. M. G.,§ and the officers of their several 
departments, gave me every assistance throughout this service, as well as 
those of my personal Staff ; and I have great pleasure in adding that not- 
withstanding the season of the year, and the increased difficulties of pro- 
curing supplies for the troops, the whole army have been well supplied, 
and every branch of the service provided for during the late operations, 
by the indefatigable exertions of Commissary Gen. Bissett, and the officers 
belonging to his department. 

Mariscal de Campo, Don Carlos de Espana, and Don Julian Sanchez, 
observed the enemy’s movements beyond the Tormes during the opera- 
tions of the siege ; and I am much obliged to them, and to the people of 
Castille in general, for the assistance I received from them. The latter 
have invariably shown their detestation of the French tyranny, and their 
desire to contribute, by every means in their power, to remove it. 

I shall hereafter transmit to your Lordship a detailed account of what 
we have found in the place; hut I believe that there are 153 pieces of 
ordnance, including the heavy train belonging to the French army, and 
great quantities of ammunition and stores. We have the Governor, Gen. 
Barrie', about 78 officers, and 1700 men, prisoners. 

I transmit this dispatch by my aide de camp, Major the Hon. A. Gordon, || 
who will give your Lordship any further details you may require ; and I 
beg leave to recommend him to your protection. 

* Major Gen. Sir John May, K.C.B. 

f Killed near Vic Bigorre in 1813. 

I Major Gen. the Hon, C. Stewart (Marquis of Londondersy}, 

§ Lieut. Col. de Lancey, 

j| Killed at Waterloo. ' « 
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P,S. I enclose a return of the prisoners and of the ordnance which 
have been taken on this occasion. I have not yet been able to collect the 
returns of the killed and wounded. 1 therefore transmit a list, containing 
the names of those who have fallen, according to the best information I 
could obtain, and shall forward the returns to your Lordship as soon as 
possible. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 2M Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the returns of the killed and wounded of 
the troops engaged in the siege of Ciudad Hodrigo, which it was not in 
my power to transmit to your Lordship in my dispatch of the 20th inst. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing during the siege and in the assault of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, from the 8th to the i9th Jan. 1812. 



Officers. 

*§ S 2 

g o S 

S 

1 <“ s 
§ 

‘oQ 

§ 

Total loss of officers, 
non *• commissioned 
officers, and R, & F. 

Killed » . • • « 


11 

158 

178 

Wounded . . • • 

70 

35 

713 

818 

Missing ..... 

— 


7 

7 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 20th Jan. 1812. 

You will receive with this the account of the successful termination of* 
our operation, in half the time that I told you it would take, and less than 
half that which the French spent in taking the same place from the Spa- 
niards, as you will see by referring to the dispatches of that period. 
Marmont is collecting his army. He was to be at Salamanca to-morrow, 
and he talks of raising the siege with 50,000 men on the 29th. 

I enclose you a copy of a letter from Mr. Stuart, which contains had 
news, and a paper published at Cadiz, giving accounts of the same events. 
It is not true that a single man of Marmont’s army, or Dorsenne’s, has 
gone to Valencia; and if and his army are taken, I attribute this 

* Among the killed was Capt. Dobbs, 52d regt., who bad distinguished himself at the 
bridge of Marialva, and in the affair of Sabugal, where he recovered the howitzer taken by 
the iSd regt., but retaken by the enemy. He was killed in the assault of the lesser breach, 
Capt. Dobbs was a first rate soldier; possessing qualifications which would have done 
honor to a much higher rank than that in which he died. 

Note. 1844. Major Gen. W* Napier, in the ^ Jiistijtcatory Notes to the %thwl, of his 
‘ History of the War in the Peninsula,'' has called in question the correctness of the foregoing 
note (published in thelst edition of this work) as regards the 7'ecapture of the howitzer at 
SabugaL CoL Gurwood forwarded to Major Gen. W. Napier in 1843 the authorities for 
the statement he had thus made. Major Gen. Napier has also alluded in his ‘ Justifica- 
tory Notes' to atiotker statement of Col. Gurwood, in the following terms: ‘ This note, though, 
put forth, as it were, with the weight of the Duke of Wellington's name, by being inserted 
among his Dispatches, shall have an answer ( 8fc. In consequence of this remark of Major 
Gen. W. Napier, Col. Gurwood has refraimd from making this work the chminel <f commu- 
nication of a stibsequent correspondence relating to the ajfjair at Sabugal, utuI the assault of 
Ciudad Rodrigo i but it is his present intention, as soon as he shall have completed this work, to 
have the documents and cmrespondenceprinted for private circulation, for the information of 
those who may desire to read them. 
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event to ignorance of Hs profession, and-- — ^’s cowardice and 
treachery. 

To H. E. H. the Commander in Chi^. Gallegos, 20th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to transnait by Major the Hon. A. Gordon extracts of 
two dispatches, and the copy of one of this day’s date to the Sec. of State, 
giving an account of the operations of the siege and of the capture of 
Ciudad Rodrigo. 1 likewise enclose copies of letters from Major Gen. 
Craufurd and Lieut. GoL Colbome, recommending the officers who con- 
ducted the attack of the redoubt of San Francisco on the 8th Inst. ^ 

I beg leave to recommend to your Royal Higbness’ favor the officers 
mentioned in the enclosed dispatches. 

To the Lady Sarah Napier. Gallegos, 20th Jan. 1812. 

I am sorry to tell you that your son George was again wounded in 
right arm so badly last night, in the storm of Ciudad Rodrigo, that it was 
necessary to amputate it above the elbow. He, however, bore the opera- 
tion remarkably well; and I have seen him this morning, quite well, free 
from pain and fever, and enjoying highly his success before he had re- 
ceived his wound. "When he did receive it, he only desired that I might 
be informed that he had led his men to the top of the breach before he 
had fallen. 

Having such sons, I am aware that you expect to hear of those misfor- 
tunes which I have more than once had to communicate to you ; and not- 
withstanding your affection for them, you have so just a notion of the 
value of the distinction they are daily acquiring for themselves, by their 
gallantry and good conduct, that their misfortunes don’t make so great 
an impression upon you. 

Under such circumstances, I perform the task which I have taken upon 
myself with less reluctance, hoping at the same time that this will he the last 
dccasion on which I shall have to address you upon such a subject, and 
that your brave sons will be spared to you. Although the last was the 
most serious, it was not the only wound which George received during 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo : he was hit by the splinter of a shell in the 
shoulder on the 16th. 

To Col. Lord Aylmer. Gallegos, 20th Jan. 1812. 

Your brother in law, Gen. Mackinnon,t was unfortunately blown up by 
the explosion of one of the enemy’s magazines on the ramparts of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, after he had led the storm of the breach by his brigade. I have 
recommended Ms widow, and children, if he has any, to Mr. Perceval ; 
and I have informed him that measures should be taken to apprise him of 
the state of the circumstances in which they have been left. You must 
perform this task ; and wait upon Mr. Perceval, and tell him that you do 
so by my desire. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Gallegos, 21st Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to transmit, by Brig. Gen. Alava, a copy of my 

^ Seep. 463. 

f He was buried at Espeja by the officers of the Coldstream Guards. 
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dispatcli to tlie Sec. of State, giving an account of tlae capture of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

Brig. Gen. Alava having been with me throughout these operations, 
will be able to add such details as I may have omitted; and I beg you to 
inform the Spanish government that I am much indebted to him, and to 
Mariscal de Campo Bon Carlos de Espana, and Don Julian Sanchez, for 
the success of this operation. 

The people of Castille have shown on this, as indeed on every occasion 
in which I have had any thing to do with them, their detestation of the 
French yoke, and their desire to contribute to the defeat of the enemy by 
every means in their power. 

I have given the place, and all it contains, over to the Capt. Gen. 
Castanos, who is in this part of the country. 

P.S. I also enclose copies of my dispatches to the Sec. of State of the 
15th inst, and of this date. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 21st Jan. 1812. 

I have received reports stating that Marshal Marmont, having arrived 
at Valladolid on the 11th, had heard about the 15th of the operations 
against Ciudad Rodrigo, I see, by an intercepted letter, that he intended 
to be at Salamanca on this day, and I have been informed that he Had 
given directions for the collection of bis army on the Tormeahy the 25th, 
and he expected to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo by the 29tb. Gen. Dorsenne 
was to accompany Marshal Marmont to Salamanca on this day, but I have 
not heard that any of the troops of the army of the north were likely to be 
on the Tormes, excepting Th^haulFs division. 

The division of infantry under Gen. Bonet has been withdrawn from 
the Asturias, and has been added to the ‘ Armee de PortugaV These 
troops are now on their march towards the Tormes, and had passed Bena- 
vente when I last heard from that quarter. The division under the com- 
mand of Gen. Souham, which has always continued in Castille, between 
the Tormes and the Douro, since the enemy relieved Ciudad Rodrigo in 
September last, has likewise been added to tbe same army. This division 
is strong, and I should imagine the two would amount to about 13,000 
men. These reinforcements would increase the ‘ Armie de Portugal * to 
about 45,000 men, as it is certain that the whole have returned from the 
eastward, and are between Valladolid and tbe Tagus. These troops, with 
Thitibault’s division, are what Marmont can now collect upon the Tormes, 
and it is reported that they will amount to 50,000 men. 

I am concerned to have to inform your Lordship that Marshal Suchet 
attacked Gen. Blake’s position in front of Valencia, on the 26th Dec. 
The divisions of Villa Campa and Mahy, and Gen. Freyre’s cavalry, were 
cut off from Gen. Blake and Valencia, and Gen. Mahy retreated to the 
position of Alcira, across the Jucar; these troops having suffered con- 
siderably in the action, and having lost all their artillery. By accounts 
from Alicante, of the 1st, it appears that Gen. Mahy was retreating upon 
that city. It is not known what had occurred in Valencia, or on the right 
of the army, on the 26th, but firing was heard in the city on that day and 
the 27th. It is stated that Marshal Suchet had been reinforced by troops 
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detaclied from Madrid ; aild. in a report of Gen. Mahy’s, from Alcira, of 
the 21tli ult, publislied at Cadiz on the 11th inst, I see that he states 
that Marshal Suchet had been reinforced by troops from the army under 
the command of Marshal Marmont. But what I have above stated of the 
^ ArMie de PortugaV will show your Lordship that, although a part of 
the ^ Armiede Portugal^ marched in the direction of Valencia, the whole 
have returned and never entered that kingdom. 

By accounts from Cadiz to the 10th inst,, I leam that the enemy had 
broken ground regularly before Tarifa, and having brought up their 
heavy artillery opened their fire tipon the place on the’ 29th Dec., and 
immediately effected a breach in the walls. They attempted to carry this 
breach by storm on the 31st Dec., but were beat off by the gallant troops 
under the command of Gen. Copons and Col. Skerrett, composing the 
garrison ; and notwithstanding that by a continued fire from that day to 
the evening of the 4th Jan. the enemy had completely laid the town 
open, they did not venture to assault it again, hut retired in the night of 
the 4th inst., leaving behind them 1 pieces of cannon and 2 heavy howitzers, 
and all the carriages and stores collected for the siege. 

I don’t send your Lordship Col. Skerrett’s reports, as I understand from 
Major Gen. Cooke that he has transmitted them but I can’t refrain from 


^ Major Gen. Cooke to the Earl of Liverpool. Cadiz, 29th Dec. isn. 

I beg leave to refer your Iiordship to the copy of my last dispatch to Gen. Vise. Wel- 
lington, with the papers enclosed in it, relative to the situation of afiairs at Tarifa. 

I have not received any thing from thence since the 24th, at which date the French had 
not brought up their artillery ; and there has been so much rain during the last two days 
that they may have met with great difficulties. 

Major Gen. Cooke to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. Cadiz, 27th Dec. 1811, 

I have the honor to transmit copies of dispatches from Col. Skerrett to the date of the 
24th. 

The enemy’s troops, in addition to those employed immediately against Tarifa, ex- 
tended across the plain to Vejer, where Marshal Victor had his quarters with a strong 
corps. I do not leam any thing of Gen. Ballesteros since my last. 

Col. Skerrett to Major Gen. Cooke. Tarifa. 24th Dec. isn. 

I have the honor to report that on the 20th inst. the enemy invested this town with from 
4000 to 6000 infantry, and from 200 to 300 cavalry. As it was not advisable to fight so 
superior a force, I resisted him for an hour with the cavalry and infantry, Spanish and 
British piquets of the garrison, reinforced by a company of the 95th, and two 6 pounder 
field guns, of Capt. Hughes’ brigade. The loss of the enemy was considerable. On the 
21st Capt. Wren, of the 11th, destroyed with his company a small piquet of the enemy. 
On the 22d I made a sortie at the request of Gen. Copons, and in conjunction with his 
troops, with the intention to ascertain the numbers of the enemy, by inducing him to show 
his columns. His light troops suffered considerably from our shells. The enemy is now 
making his approaches at a long musket shot from the town ; but the ground so completely 
commands us, and is so favorable to him, that our small guns have little or no efiect upon 
him. 

Major Gen, Cooke to the Earl of Liverpool. Cadiz, 3 1st Dec. isil. 

I have received a dispatch from Col. Skerrett, dated yesterday, of which I enclose a copy. 
It appears that the enemy had brought up four 16 pounders and some howitzers, and bad 
opened their fire against the wall on the 29th. The shipping had been driven away by the 
gales of wind. 

Col. Skerrett to Bfajor Gen. Cooke. Tarifa, 30th Dec. isii. 

In my last I had the honor to state that the enemy had invested this town on the 20tb 
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expres«iTig my admiration of the conduct of Col. Skerrett, and the hrave 
troops under his command, nor from recommending them to the protec- 
tion of your Lordship. 

inst. ; since which period, he has rapidly carried on a regular parallel and approach against 
the wall of the town, which I consider as doing much honor to the garrison. 

I have several times found it necessary to drive back the enemy’s advance, and to inter- 
rupt his works, in which we have met with a slight loss ; and the enemy, from being exposed 
to the fire of a few small guns we possess on the towers, has suffered considerably. It was 
otdy on these occasions that we materially annoyed the enemy j for the wall of the town is 
so completely commanded, that, in a few hours’ work, he has every where much better 
cover than ourselves. 

The enemy yesterday oijened his fire at half past 10, and continued to batter in breach 
at a distance of about 300 yards, with 4 French 16 pounders on the east wall, near the 
Retiro gate, and 4 howitzers, and other smaller pieces playing on the island and causeway. 
He continued a constant fire until night, the first and each shot passing through the wall, 
and through some of the houses in the rear of it. Before night a practicable breach was 
effected. He this day continued to widen the breach, and, I imagine, will not attempt the 
assault until it is extended to the tower on each flank (a space of about 40 yards). I have 
traversed the streets and taken the only measure by which there is a chance of preserving 
the place, that of defending the houses. The enemy’s force employed in the siege is stated 
at 10,000 ; probably this is in some degree exaggerated. A constant fire of musketry is 
interchanged. I have particularly to regret the loss of the service of Lieut. Gaunter, 
D. A. Q. M. G., a very intelligent and brave officer, who is severely wounded. 

Major Gen. Cooke to the Earl of Liverpool. Cailiz,*10th Jan. Isis. 

I beg to congratulate your Lordship upon the complete failure of the enemy’s expedition 
against Tarifa, and to refer you to the enclosed copy of my letter to Gen, Lord Wellington, 
conveying Gol. Skerrett's reports of the French having been repulsed with great loss in 
assaulting the breach which they had effected in the wall, and of their having retreated on 
the night of the 4th, leaving their heavy artillery and a quantity of stores on the ground. 

Your Lordship will see that Col. Skerrett, and the brave troops under his command, have 
thoroughly done their duty. He has expressed his sense of the effectual co-operation of the 
Spanish troops under Gen. Copons, who in his report gives his full approbation of the con- 
duct of Col. Skerrett, and the British troops under his orders, upon this, as he has done 
upon former occasions during the last 3 months. 

Capt. O’Donoghue, of the 47th regt., acting aide de camp to Col. Skerrett, has charge of 
this dispatch, and will give your Lordship any details relative to the late events at Tarifa. 

lilajor Gen. Cooke to Gen. Vise. Wellington, K.B. Cadiz, loth Jan. 1812. 

I last night received a dispatch from Col. Skerrett, dated the 1st inst., of which I have 
the honor to transmit a copy, reporting the defeat of a strong column of the enemy on the 
day before, in an assault of the breach which they had made in the wall of Tarifa. 

I received at the same time intelligaoce from Lieut. Gen. Campbell, that the French had 
broken up from before the place in the night of the 4th, leaving their artillery, &c., and 
retiring by a pass of La Pena, under the fire of the navy. 

I have this morning received Col. Skerrett’s report of that most satisfactory event, by his 
aide de camp, Capt. O’Donoghue, and I beg leave to refer your Ixirdship to the copies of 
them. 

Col. Skerrett to Major Gen. Cooke. Tarifa, 1st Jan. 1812. 

In my last I had the honor to state that the enemy commenced to batter in breach on 
the 29th Dec., since which period until yesterday he kept up a heavy fire of cannon on the 
breach, and of shells on the town, causeway, and island. At 8 o’clock on the morning of 
the 31st Dec. a strong column was seen rapidly advancing to the breach ; our musketry 
several times checked the enemy and the firm front and intrepid behaviour of the troops, in 
less than an hour, gained a complete victory. The most bold of the enemy fell near the 
foot of the breach, and the mass of the column made a precipitate retreat. 

The situation of the enemy's wounded, with which the ground was covered between his 
baittery and our fire, where they must inevitably have perished, induced me, ft’om motives 
of compassion, to hoist a flag of truce to can*y them ofl*. Some were brought into tlie place 
over the breach ; but from the extreme difficulty attending this, I allowed the enemy to 
carry the remainder away. Gen. Leval, the French Commander in Chief, expressed his 
acknowledgments for the conduct of the British and Spanish nations on this occasion, in 
the most feeling and grateful terms. We have made prisoners 10 officers, and 20 or 30 
soldiers; the enemy’s loss has been very severe. The column that attacked the breach was 
VOL. V. , ■ , ' , ■ 2 1 
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The troops UBder tbe command of Lieut. Gen. Hill have passed the 
frontiers of Portugal, and the left of them are, I believe, this day at Gas- 
tello Branco. Gen. Drouet had not arrived at Merida, according to the 
last accounts. 

The A.Q» to the Officer in charge of prisoners of war^ Fuente Guinaldo. 21st Jan. 1812. 

I have to request that on the receipt of this you will proceed with the prisoners 
of war under your charge toSabugal, at which place you will be joined by an officer 
having also in charge 90 additional prisoners; from thence yori will proceed with 
the whole towards Lisbon, agreeably to the route that will be delivered to you by 
tlie above officer. 

The A,G. to the Officer in charge of prisoners of war, Sabngal. 2l8t Jan. 1812. 

I am to acquaint you that an escort of 200 men from Lieut. Gen. Hill’s corps is 
ordered to proceed to Pedrogao to take charge of the prisoners of war on their 
arrival at that place, under which they are to he conducted to Abrantes. You 
will be pleased to hand over to the officer in command of the above escort the route 
for the party, and any further instructions you may have received on this head of 
service; particular care being taken that the officers and prisoners are made 
acquainted that the people of the country will shoot any one of them that attempts 
to escape. The escort under your command, on performing this service, will rejoin 
their division. 

The A G, to Governor Loho, Ahrantes^ 21st Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to acquaint you that the prisoners captured at Ciudad Rodrigo 
are now on their march under escort to Abrantes, from which place I am to re- 
quest a sufficient guard may be appointed to conduct them to Lisbon by water. 

2000 men, composed of all the grenadiers and voltigeurs of the army. The enemy in- 
vested this town on the 20th Bee. ; since which period, 1000 British, and 700 or 800 
Spanish troops, with only the defence of a wall, which appears to have been built as a 
defence against archery, and before the use of gunpowder, have resisted an army of 10,000 
men, with a regular battering train of artillery, and have at last defeated and repulsed 
them. 

The wall of the town has the additional disadvantage of being commanded within half 
musket shot, and flanked or taken in reverse in almost every part. 

The conduct of all the troops has been admirable ; and that of Lieut. Col. Gough* and 
the 2d batt. of the 87th regt. exceeds all praise. Equal credit is due to the indefatigable 
exertions of Capt. Smith, f Royal Engineers, to whom much of our success is due. I have 
on all occasions received the greatest assistance from the military experience and the great 
exertions of Lieut. Col. Lord Proby, second in command. 

We have to regret the loss of 2 officers killed, Lieut. Longley, Royal Engineers, and 
Lieut. Hall, 47th regt. 

Col. Skerrett to Major Gen. Cooke. Tarifa, 5th Jan. 1812, 

In my letter of the 1st inst. I had the honor to relate the particulars of our proceedings 
here, and of our victory at the breach. Since that period the enemy has kept up a partial 
Are, and the breach was yesterday completely open for a space of 25 or 30 yards. 

From the movements of the enemy last night, I was induced to suppose he intended ano- 
ther assault, and the garrison waited in eager expectation to give him another proof of 
British valor. To our astonishment, this morning at daylight the columns of the enemy 
were already at a distance, having taken advantage of a dark and stormy night to make a 
precipitate retreat, leaving in our possession all his artillery, ammunition, stores, &c. 

I immediately ordered Major Broad, with a part of the 47 th regt, to follow the enemy; 
lie took possession of his artillery, waggons, and a quantity of stores, time enough to save 
them from the flames, the enemy having set fire to them. We have made some prisoners. 
From the number of dead found on the ground the enemy occupied, his loss on the whole 
must have been very great 

Marsiml Victor was present in the French camp to give orders for the retreat. 

We have thus seen the greatest eflbrt the French are capable of making frustrated by 

* Lieut Gen. Sir H. Gough, G.C.B. 
f Major Gen. Sir Charles Felix Smith, K.C.B,, &c. 
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To G«n. Victoria. Gallegos, 32d Jan. 1812. 

I received your Excellency’s letter of the Stli inst. I had received the 
most positive information that Don Joao Leal, who was employed hy yon 
to get intelligence of the enemy’s movements, was a spy employed by 
Gen. Philippon, the Governor of Badajoz. There can he no doubt of this 
fact, and I therefore directed that he should be arrested; and he must be 
given over to the person who will demand him on the part of Gen. Cas 
tanos, in order to be tried as a spy. 

If I could entertain a doubt upon the fact of his being a French spy, 
the nature of the intelligence which he gave to your Excellency, and 
which you communicated to me, would have convinced me of it I have 
never seen any thing of the kind so impudently false and extravagant; 
and it is obvious that he communicated it to you that he might have, 
through your protection, the means of acquiring real intelligence for the 
enemy. 

To Major Gen, Peacocke. Gallegos, 22d Jan. 1812. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will let me know by return of 
post whether the duty at Fort S, Julian can he done without the battalion 
of marines now stationed there. 


1800 British and Spanish troops, with only the defence of a paltry wall ; and an army of 
10,000 men, commanded by a Marshal of France, retreating from them silently in the 
night, after having been repulsed and defeated, leaving behind all their artillery and 
stores, collected at a great expense and by immense exertions. 

I enclose a return of artillery and stores taken from the enemy. 

The unremitting vigilance and exertion, the zeal and intrepidity, of every individual of 
this garrison, is al)ove praise. 

I have the honor to dispatch this by my acting aide de camp, Capt. O’Bonoghue, of 
the 47th regt., who is in possession of every information relative to my proceedings at this 
place ; an officer of great merit and considerable length of service. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing at Tarifa, from 24th Dec. 1811, to 1st Jan. 
1812. (See Appendix, No. XVII.) 
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Col. Skerrett to Major Gen. Cooke, Tarifa, 9tli Jan. 1812. 

In my letter of the 5th inst, I omitted to mention the unremitting exertions, and the 
great assistance afforded to this place for a considerable time past by Capts. Dickson, Searle, 
Pell, and Carroll, of His Majesty’s navy, the last of whom commanded the division of gun 
boats, and has on many occasions materially annoyed the enemy, and impeded his pro- 
gress in bringing up his guns for the siege, in which service he has been exposed to consi- 
derable danger, which I request may be added to my report. 


2 I 2 
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To U&at Qm. mil. Gallegos, 22d Jan. 1812, 11 p.m. 

Major Gordon will have shown yon my dispatch to the Sec. of State, 

containing the accotmt of the storm of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

It appears that Marmont is assembling his army upon the Tormes, and 
I saw this day an order for the preparation of rations at Banos for 20,000 
men, which looks like the march of a column into the valley of the 
Alagon. We have not yet received your distribution, hut I shall he 
obliged to you if you will place 3 brigades of the 2d division, including 
the Portuguese brigade, at and about Gastello Branco, extending towards 
Idanha a Nova: send the heavy 6 pounders across likewise. If I should 
see occasion to move these troops, I shall do so by orders from hence, and 
you can join them afterwards, before they can come in contact with the 
enemy. Send a squadron or two of cavalry across the Tagus to look out 
to their front towards Zarza la Mayor. 

I suspect, that if Marmont should move upon this army, either by way 
of saving appearances, or really to endeavor to regain possession of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, before we can have put the place in order, be will turn 
us by the Puerto de Perales; in that case, I propose to cut off the troops 
which he will employ in this operation, unless they should be very nume- 
rous. I intend that you should move upon Moraleja, &c., while the 
troops of this army, keeping their front upon the Agueda and Bayllo, 
shall attack the corps which will come up by Perales, and drive them 
back upon you. If you should have 3 brigades at and in front of Gas- 
tello Branco, and the rest cantoned in column, ready to follow, you will 
be fully prepared for all that I propose for you. I think it most pro- 
bable, however, that when Marmont shall have heard of our success, he 
will not move at all. Our trenches and batteries will he effaced to- 
morrow, and the breaches will be in a state of defence against a coup de 
main to-morrow, or next day, and the town provisioned and in order. 

Marmont was to be at Salamanca yesterday, bis arm^ was to be on the 
Tormes the 25th, and he expected to raise the siege on the 29th. The 
orders for the preparations for the march of troops by Banos, are for the 
21st,. 22d, and 23d; but there were no movements on the Tormes on the 
20th, and none at Navalmoral on the 19th. 

G. O. Gallegos, S2d Jan. 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces congratulates the General officers, officers, and troops 
engaged in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, upon the brilliant result of their labors and gal- 
lantry, achieved on the night of the I9tb inst He assures them all that he will not fail to 
jre|)ort their conduct to H. R. H. the Commander in Chief, and to the Secretary of State, for 
the information of H. R. H. the Prince Regent, in the terms which it merits. 

G. O. Gallegos, 22d Jan. 1812, 

L To prevent the inconvenience arising to officers having claims for bdt and forage, and 
military contingencies, from the payment being made at head quarters, an arrangement has 
been made, that the same shall be paid by the senior Commissariat offic^ attached to divi- 
sions of infantry and brigades of cavalry, to whom application must be made for the same, 
when each Commanding officer will give notice that he has funds in his hands to liquidate 
such demands. 

% ♦ * * # * ♦ 

Which sentence has been confirmed by his Escellency the Commander of the Forces. 

3. In consideration of the good conduct of the 8Sth regt. in the recent operations of the 
army, the Commander of the Forces remits that part of the sentence of the General Court 

Martial under which the prisoners and —— are to receive a corporal punishment, 

but they must be put under stoppages to repay tlie money which they took respectively. 
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To Xieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Gallegos, 22d Jan. B12. 

Gen. Abadia will have been apprised from Gen. Castanos’ head quarters 
of the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo on the 19th. I have been so much occu- 
pied since that I have not been able to write to you. 

He will have heard from other quarters of the march of Bonet’s divi- 
sion from the Asturias ; and I conclude, that if those troops should not 
have been relieved by a body equally numerous, Gen. Abadia will have 
taken possession of that province.. Gen, Bonet’s and Gen. Souham’s 
divisions are added to the ^ Armee de Portugal mi wiiil hereafter be 
employed in watching our movements. I suspect that the Guards will 
not be employed in the Asturias ; and! doubt that Dorsenne has any other 
troops to send there, excepting a very bad and weak division, composed 
of detachments of regiments of the line, under the command of Gen. 
Thiebault. 

Having taken Ciudad Rodrigo, it is very desirable that I should move 
from this quarter. If Gen. Abadia can’t move forward so as to divert 
the attention of the enemy from me, or from other quarters, can he in 
the months of March and April, when all the streams will be full, 
defend Galicia ? Pray let me hear from you in answer to this question 
soon. 

The French are talking of moving in this direction; but they had not 
heard of the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo. If they should move this way, I 
hope to give a good account of them. 


The A, G, to Major Gen, CdviUe^ 4/A division, 24th Jan. 1812. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, upon the resignation of Lieut. , of the 

— , herewith returned, that the Commander of the Forces cannot receive it in 
its present shape as dated at an advanced period of 3 months ; and that officer’s 
resignation, if forwarded, must be dated from the day he sends it in. 

The A,G. to Paymaster Williams, 44/A regt,, 5/A division, 24th Jan. 1812. 

I have received and laid your letter of the 16th inst. before the Commander of 
the Forces, and I am to acquaint you that his Excellency, in the present instance, 
will admit of your excuse, but trusts that the same inattention to your duty, in ab- 
senting yourself as Paymaster of the 44th regt., will not occur again. 

Memorandum for Major Gen. Borthwick and Major Dickson, R.A., and the Commissary 

General. 26th Jan. 1812. 

1. As soon as the gun bullocks shall have brought in the ordnance to 
Almeida, it is desirable that the sixteen 24 pounders carronades (howitzers) 
should be sent off to the Alentejo by 8 bullocks to each. 

They might go by easy stages, and the 150 bullocks required to draw 
the bridge might accompany them, in order to assist in their removal. 

2. Twenty 24 pounder guns and their carriages, and six spare carriages, 
with their necessary small stores, should likewise be removed from Al- 
meida to Barca d’ Alva. They should there be embarked in boats and sent 
down to Oporto, and thence by sea to Setuval. 

3. A letter has been written to Mr. Boyes, to request Mm to send 
to Oporto all the 24 pounder shot and spherical case shot that is at 
Yilla da Ponte, and all the powder (900 barrels) that is at Pezo da Regoa 
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to be ordered immediately to Setuval. 

Gallegos, 26th Jan. 1812, 

*e W to enclose two memorandums which h^e heen given 
to me hy Gen. Borthwick, commanding the artillery with this army , an^ 
aeLconcur entirely with Gen. Borthwick, I shall he much obliged to 
vour Lordship if you will direct that we may receive the reinforcemente 
of horts, of Lillerymen, and of gunner drivers suggested mthe enclosed 

memorandums. 

To Lieut Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Gallegos, 28th Jan. 1813. 

I have received your very kind letter of the 4th inst., and I beg you 
will take an opportunity of assuring the Duke of York that I 
to His Royal Highness for his recollection of me, as much as if his re- 
commendation of me had heen successful. ^ _ 

I should think that H.R.H. the Prince Regent must 
stood Lord Wellesley, when His Royal Highness supposed that he m- 
tended to convey to His Royal Highness that a milite^ government was 
no ohiect to me^ and that I had other views. Lord Wellesley must have 

said that I had never spoken or written to ^ itld^otheTS 

such an ohiect; hut he could not have said that I had other views. 
Indeed I don’t know what views I could have, excepting to serve the 

country to tbe best of my ability. 

I h^e never stated to any body a wish to have a military government, 
because I make it a rule never to apply to any body m any manner for 
any thing for myself; and I have always been convinced from his known 
character, as well as from experience, that if it was expedient and proper 
that I should receive such a favor, the Duke of York would recommend 
me for it, without any application from myself or my friends. 

I should have heen very happy to receive, at the recommmendation ot 
H.R.H. the Commander in Chief, the mark of the favor of the Prince 

Regent which was proposed for me. , t a i 

I have not much time to attend to my own affairs; and I don t know 
exactly how I stand with the world at present. The pay of Commander 
of the Forces, which is all that I receive in this country, does not defray 
my expenses here, while my family must he maintained in England ; and 


G. O. 


Gallegos, 28 th Jan. 1812 . 


3. The Commander of the Forces requests that when the Paymasters of regiments are 
ordered to attend the Paymaster Gen. to receive the balances due on their estimates, the 
Commanding officers of regimente will see that they obey the order forthwith ; some have 
not yet obeyed the last order given upon this subject, notwithstanding the inconvenience 
that both officers and troops have suffered from being kept without pay longer than the 
hitherto exigencies render necessary. 
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I think it probable that I shall not be richer for having served in the 
Peninsula. A military government, therefore, would be desirable as an 
addition to my income. 

I believe that we shall have General officers in sufficient numbers, when 
those recently appointed shall arrive, notwithstanding the loss of Mac- 
kinnon and Craufurd, who died of his wounds 4 days ago. I propose to 
appoint Clinton or C. Alten to his situation. It will be very desirable to 
get rid of and , but not in a manner to mortify them. 

Pack has long wished to return to the British service, but I doubt 
whether it would come to his turn to have a British brigade, even now 
that Craufurd and Mackinnon are gone. As soon as it shall come to his 
turn, I will remove him to the British service, and will apply to have him 
made a Brigadier General. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Gallegos, 28th Jan. 1812. 

The enemy have not advanced from the Tormes, and we are every day 
getting on with the re-estahlishment of Ciudad Rodrigo, so that I hope to 
have the place in a good state in a few days, and I propose immediately to 
replace the army in their old cantonments. 

I am therefore turning my mind seriously to Badajoz, and Major Dick- 
son goes off to the Alentejo on the day after to-morrow, and I hope to he 
in a situation to begin our operations there in the second week in March. 
Among other arrangements, I am sending from hence sixteen 24 pounder 
carronades, which answer either as 24 pounder guns or 5^ inch howitzers ; 
and I think that by means of part of this equipment you might be enabled 
to render an important service, which would go a great way towards 
enabling us to secure our object at Badajoz. 

When we shall attack Badajoz, we must expect that the ^Armee de Por- 
tugal^ consisting of 8 divisions of infantry, the whole of which are now 
in Castille, and the army of the south, will co-operate to oblige us to raise 
the siege. The ^Armee de Portugal ’ would naturally cross the Tagus by 
their bridge at Almaraz, and they would be obliged, at the season of the 
year in which I propose to undertake this operation, to go round even hy 
Toledo, if we could destroy their bridge and other establishments at that 
place. This is what I wish you to attempt. 

You probably went to look at the bridge of Almaraz when the army 
were at Jaraicejo in the month of August, 1809. As well as I recollect, 
the Puerto de Mirabete commands the whole ground to the river, the 
descent from the Puerto being about a league. The French have there 
three works defended by 15 pieces of cannon (8 pounders) and a howitzer ; 
that is to say, one, I believe, at the Puerto, and two others below, to de- 
fend the bridge, one being at each side of the river. I am not quite 
certain, however, of the locality of the works ; and some accounts have 
given me reason to believe that the works, besides the one at the Puerto 
de Mirabete, are redoubts thrown up for the defence of a small village 
called Lugar Nuevo, on one side of the river, and of another called Casas 
del Puerto, on the left side, and about a mile and a half below the Puerto 
de Mirabete. If this he true, it would be possible to destroy the bridge 
without taking the works ; and at all events, if it is not true, and that the 
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works are near the river and Jjroperly tites dep(Mt^ ^hey must be very bad 
ones, as I recollect perfectly that the ground falls on the left side to the 
banks of the river, from the Puerto de Mirabete, and almost an equal 
distance on the right side. 

Under these circumstances, it appears to me that you will have no 
difficulty in destroying the enemy’s bridge at Almaraz ; and I hope that 
you may have it in your power to destroy tlieir stores and establishments 
there. 

The garrison of the three works consists of 450 men, including artillery- 
men, sappers, &c. ; and as long as the enemy remain in Castille, they can’t 
be assisted or reinforced. If I should find that the enemy move from 
.Castille again into Estremadura, I could easily apprise you of their move- 
ment in time to stop you, if it should be necessary. 

The equipment which you should take with you for the purposes of this 
operation, should be 8 or 10 ladders, from 18 to 20 feet in length, about 
20 felling axes, and 3 or 4 crowbars ; a coil of good rope might be of use 
to enable you to tow the boats to a situation in which yon could burn 
them. Besides, I would recommend you to take 4 or 5 of the 24 pounder 
carronades, which are going into the Aientejo for the purposes of the siege 
of Badajoz ; these carronades are mounted upon travelling carriages, with 
axletrees of the same span as the Portuguese artillery and the carts of the 
country ; they can therefore travel anywhere, they weigh the same in 
travelling as our 9 and heavy 6 pounders, and are drawn by 8 horses ; 
they are now travelling with bullocks, hut I will to-morrow send you the 
route by which they are to march, and 1 recommend to you to send horses 
belonging to your heavy brigade, or to your horse artillery, to meet and 
bring them up to you quicker than the bullocks can bring them ; each of 
them has on its carriage every thing for its use, excepting shot, powder, 
and cartridges, and it is desirable that you should without delay adopt the 
following measures to procure these articles. 

You should send to Elvas to have selected from the stores there, 100 
English pounder shot for each carronade that you will take. I say 
English 24 pounder shot, because anything larger will not fit them. You 
should likewise draw from the stores of the army, either at Elvas or 
Ahrantes, fifty inch shells for each, and about twenty 5^- inch spherical 
cases for each, if there are so many; the stores at Elvas will supply the 
quantity of powder sufficient for these shot and shells. The Commissary 
must get mule carts, if possible, to carry these stores upon your expedi- 
tion, if not bullock carts ; 30 or 40 shot or shells will go in a cart easily ; 
that part of the equipment taken from Elvas, might be given out to be for 
the use of Campo Maior, Ouguela, and Alburquerque. 

I should hope that all the preparations would he made by the time that 
the carronades would arrive at Portalegre. I would then recommend the 
following disposition to you : that Gen. Hamilton and the Portuguese 
division, and Portuguese cavalry, should observe the garrison of Badajoz ; 
that Gens. Morillo and the Conde de Penne Villemur should observe the 
bridge of Merida, and the movements of the 5th corps in Lower Estre- 
madura; while you should move with the 2d division, the British cavalry, 
and such part of the 6 pounder brigade, and of the horse artillery, as 
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should be equipped, after equipping the howitzers as above desired, by 
Caceres direct upon Jaraicejo, and thence upon the Puerto de Mirabete. 

P.S. You will of course collect your corps from this side of the Tagus 
whenever you please. 

To Major Dickson, E. A. Gallegos, 28tli Jan. 1812, 11 p.m, 

I much fear that we must send the 24 pounder guns into the Alentejo. 

I wish you would come here to-morrow morning at an early hour. 

Memorandum on the operations against Badajoz. 

For Major Gen. Borthwick, Major Dickson, R,A., Col. Fletcher, R.E., and. the Com- 
missary General. 28th Jan, 1812. 

Major Dickson will proceed to Setuval in order to arrange the removal 
of the ordnance and stores from Setuval to Elvas, passing by Elvas. He 
will require to go to Elvas 7 days; to go to Evora 2 days; to Alcacer do 
Sal 1 day ; to Setuval 2 days ; in all 12 days. 

Mr. Bissett will be so kind as immediately to order an intelligent Com- 
missary to’ Setuval, with directions to make the preparations of boats to 
convey the heavy ordnance and stores from Setuval to Alcacer do Sal. 
The same Commissary is likewise to communicate with the magistrates of 
Evora and Alcacer do Sal and Setuval, to procure bullocks and carts to 
remove the ordnance and stores from Alcacer do Sal to Elvas. 

Supposing these arrangements to he ready by the time of Major Dick- 
son’s arrival at Setuval, and that he can immediately commence removing 
the ordnance and stores from the transports, it will then take 7 days to 
remove the ordnance and stores from the transports to the boats, 4 days 
to arrive at Alcacer do Sal; 4 days to prepare to move from Alcacer do 
Sal; 12 days to march to Elvas : in all 38 days. 

All General Dumouiiez. A Gallegos, ce 28 Jan. 1812. 

J’ai eu I’honneur de recevoir vos lettres du 19 Nov. J’aurais t^crit la 
lettre que vous desirez sur le compte de M. St. Martin, si je I’avais fait 
au sujet d’aucun individu qui est mort dans ce pays-ci, pas au champ de 
bataille. M, St. Martin s’est toujours tres bien comporte, et il t^tait vrai- 
ment une perte. Mais plusieurs autres se sont egalement comport^s, et 
leur mort doit toe censt^e egalement une perte. Ce'serait injuste envers la 
m^moire de plusieurs, si je faisais un rapport officiel sur la mort d’un 
seul ; et on verrait hien que je I’avais fait a cause de quelque sollicitation 
ce que ne ferait honneur ni a moi, ni au defunt. 

Vous verrez par les gazettes ce qui est arrived dernitoment dans la \ 
Ptjninsule. Les affaires sont restees de la mani^re dont elles se trouvaient \ 
au commencement d’Octobre, jusqu’a la fin de Delcemhre. Alors Dor- / 
senne, fatigu(i des succes des guerrillas dans la Navarre et la Biscaye, et | 
Marmont, fatigu«i des retards de Suchet, se sont mis en mouvement, Fun 
vers le nord de I’Espagne, I’autre vers la Manche et la Valence, le 22 
D(lc. J’ai tout de suite fait des preparatifs pour le sitige de Giudad 
Rodrigo, 

Marmont, arrivd k Tolede, a rebrouss^^ chemin avec tout son monde le 
31 Dec. Je ne I’ai su que le 9 Jan., mais le siege etait dt^ja commence, 
et j’etais dtormind de le presser aussi loin que je pouvais. D’ailleurs, 
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quoique Dorseniae fut ^galement retournt^ ^ Valladolid, ses 

troupes «Jtaient eueore au nord. Nous avons pris la place d’assaut le 19 
Jan,, Marmout u’ayant pas rassembltl son arm^e en Gastille. On lui a 
ajouM 2 divisions a Farmee de Portugal, ottles a Farmt^e du Nord celle 
deBonet, venue des Asturies, et celle de Souham, qui est venue de F Italic 
pendant Fet«5 : et il est toujours sur le Tormes avec ses 8 divisions. ^ 

Nous avons mis la place aFabri d’un coup de main, et elle sera bientot 
en meilleur 4tat que jamais, 

Les Espagnols tenaient toujours a Valence le 6 Jan. L^affaire du 26 
Ddc. a t!t6 la consequence de la mauvaise conduite des officiers gt^nt^raux 

et troupes Espagnoles, surtout, on dit, du Gejn. . J’ai des rapports 

que Blake leur avait ordonnj^ d’avancer encore un fois. Pour preuve du 
peu de communication qu’ont les Frangais en Espagne, je vous dis qu’on 
ne savait rien ^Valladolid de Faffaire du 26 Dt^c. a Valence jusqu’au 
13 Jan. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Gallegos, 39tli tfan. 1812, 

I have seen Fletcher, who says the 18 pounders will answer if we can’t 
get 24 pounders, carronades, 9 feet long ; and I have written to the Admiral, 
to request him to send 24 pounders to Setuval of these dimensions, if he 
can get them at Lisbon ; if he can’t, to send 18 pounders of these dimensions, 
each of them with 700 rounds of Carron shot. 

You will do well, before you leave Almeida, to arrange that all the 18 
pounder carriages, and the deficiency of 24 pounder carriages, should be 
put in order; and the guns taken off them preparatory to travelling. 

I have sent your memorandum to the Admiral, in respect to yokes and 
transporting carriages to be sent to Setuval. But you will do well to 
write yourself to Gen. Bosa. 

I write to Major Tulloh to find out if there are any 24 pounder or 18 
pounder Carron guns 9 feet long at Elvas. If there are, it is of course 
useless for you to bring up from Alcacer more than will be necessary to 
make, with them and our 16 guns, 36 pieces. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill, Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

The carronades will be at Sabugal on the 2d Feb., at Pedrogao on the 
5th, and at S. Miguel d’ Arche on the 6th, You will do well to have 
horses there on the 4th, so as to be able to bring them off the moment 
they arrive. An officer should come with the horses, who should be able 
to see that he takes with the carronades all that they will require. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Gallegos, 29tli Jan. 1812, 

I enclose my dispatch of this day. 

I propose to attack Badajoz, and I think it probable that 1 shall he in 
readiness to invest the place in the second week in March, Of course I 
shall have collected to oppose me every thing that can be brought from 
the south as well as from the north. Indeed in Marmont’s army they are 
already talking of moving in that direction. 

I have always been of opinion that the best situation for Ballesteros* 
corps would have been the Condado de Niebla, as he would have been more 
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immediately in communication with us. But whether in Niehla or in 
Ronda, it is absolutely necessary that the whole of Soult’s force should not 
be brought upon us with impunity. 

It may be depended upon that all demonstrations towards the French 
lines at Cadiz are useless. They are too strong to be even looked at hy 
such a force as that under the command of Ballesteros, or by any thing 
which can he added to his force. But this is not the case with Seville. 
I believe that Ballesteros, provided with three or four 18 pounders, and 
ammunition for them, scaling ladders, &c-, would easily lay open any 
works the French may have constructed at Seville; and it may he de- 
pended upon, that if he will only be as active in destroying the storesy&c., 
which he will find at Seville, as I have known him to he in the destruction 
of property, he will raise the blockade of Cadiz as effectually as if be were 
to force the French lines in front of that place, 

Ballesteros should be reinforced to the utmost extent without loss of 
time. This expedition, and the advantages likely to result from it, should 
he held out to him, and measures should he taken to equip him for it, either 
from Cadiz or Gibraltar, in such a manner as to insure his success. By 
well timed and vigorous measures he may he of the utmost use to us; and 
he need incur no risk, as he need not quit his den at Gibraltar till he 
shall find Soult in movement against me. 

I have received from government the approbation of the orders which 
I had given respecting Carthagena. They have, however, called my 
attention to the state and safety of the Balearic islands. I believe Gen. 
O'Donell has been appointed to command in those islands. I could write 
to him if I could depend upon this report being true ; hut I shall he much 
obliged to you if you will communicate with him, and let me know in 
what way he may think I can he useful to him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

Major Gen. Craufurd * died on the 24th inst., of the wounds which he 
received on the 19th, while leading the Light division of this army to the 
assault of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Although the conduct of Major Gen. Craufurd on the occasion on 
which these wounds were received, and the circumstances which occurred, 
have excited the admiration of every ofiScer in the army, I can’t report 
his death to your Lordship without expressing my sorrow and regret, that 
His Majesty has been deprived of the services, and I of the assistance, of 
an officer of tried talents and experience, who was an ornament to his pro- 
fession, and was calculated to render the most important services to his 
country. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

Marshal Marmont arrived at Salamanca on the 22d inst, and the 6th 
division of infantry of the ^ Armee de PortugaV were collected in the 
neighhourhood of Alba and Salamanca on the 23d and 24th. Gen, Sou- 

^ He was buried at the foot of the little breach. The Commander of the Forces, and 
all the officers of the besieging army, attended the funeral, which, from place and circum- 
8\aiices, was more than usually impassive. 
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hain^s division, witli about 600 cavalry and some artillery, were sent to 
Matilla on tbe 23d, and patrolled to San Murioz and Tamames. The 
moveihent of this division was intended to ascertain the fact of the fall of 
Ciudad Eodrigo, and they retired again to the Tormes on the 26th. 

I heard this morning that Marshal Marmont had moved yesterday from 
Salamanca, in the direction of Valladolid, with all his troops, excepting 
•one brigade of Souham’s division. But I am not certain that this report 
is founded. I have not heard that Bonet’s division had crossed the Bouro, 

We have been employed in repairing the damages which our fire had 
done to Ciudad Rodrigo. For some days it has not been possible to take 
the place by a coup de main^ and I hope that in a short time the works 
will be in a good state of defence. 

I have the honor to enclose the account published bjr the enemy in the 
Madrid Gazette of the 13th Jan,, of the affair with the Spanish army 
near Valencia on the 26th Dec. 

It is satisfactory to see that, notwithstanding the unfavorable result of 
the action of the 26th Dec., the enemy’s communication was so difficult, 
that accounts of that action had not reached Madrid till that late period, 
r have reason to believe that although the city of Valencia was closely 
invested, the enemy had made no progress in their attempts to ojbtain 
possession of it as late as the 7th inst, and that Gen. Blake had ordered 
the divisions of Mahy, Villa Campa, and Obispo, which had retired, to 
return to Valencia. 

It appears by the enclosed report that Gen. Montbrun’s cavalry were in 
the action of the 26th Dec.* Some of the regiments which have been 
under the command of that General, are now in Castille with Marshal 
Marmont; and I understand that Gen. Montbrun himself was a few days 
ago at Arevalo ; but of this I can’t be certain. 

I have no accounts from Cadiz since I addressed your Lordship on 
the 21st. 

P.S. Since writing the above I have received a report that the enemy 
had on the 26th fired a salute at Salamanca to announce the capture of 
Valencia, said to have taken place on the 8th or 9th inst., but no account 
had been published, and the fact was not believed to be true. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

Adverting to the operations which the troops may have to perform in 
the course of this year, I think it desirable that tents for 30,000 men 
should be sent to Lisbon as soon as may be possible. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

You will see from my dispatch that we are hard at work at Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and that place, as well as Almeida, will be quite secure by the 
end of next month. 

I now propose to attack Badajoz as soon as I can. I have ordered all 
the preparatory arrangements to be made, and I hope that every thing 
Will be in readiness to enable me to invest the place by the second week 

See Appendix, No. XVIII. 


SPAIN. 


493 


in MarcL We shall have great advantages in making the attack so early 
if the weather wiH allow of it. 

1st ; All the torrents in this part of the country are then Ml, so that 
we may assemble nearly our whole army on the Guadiana, without risk 
to any thing valuable here. 

2dly ; It will be convenient to assemble our army at an early period in 
Estremadura, for the sake of the green forage, which comes in earlier to 
the south than here. 

3dly; We shall have advantages, in point of subsistence, over the enemy, 
at that season, which we should not have at a later period. 

4thly ; Their operations will necessarily be confined by the swelling of 
the rivers in that part as well as here. 

The bad weather, which we must expect, or other circumstances, may, 
however, prevent us from carrying our plan into execution, but I can 
only assure you that I will not abandon it lightly ; and I have taken mea- 
sures to have the best equipments for this enterprise. I enclose the weekly 
and morning states. 

I am happy to say that the troops employed in the siege have not suf- 
fered in their health; indeed the divisions which were not there have sent 
most men to the hospitals lately. 

To the Duke of Eickmond. Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 

I have not written to you lately, as I have had nothing to tell you de- 
serving your attention. 

My troops have been remarkably unhealthy during the summer and 
autumn, and, although numerous, were so inferior in numbers to those 
the enemy had in my front, that 1 could do nothing more than keep them 
in check, and prevent them, at least, from undertaking any thing against 
the Spaniards. At length, in the end of December, convinced, I believe, 
by the reports in our own newspapers, that we were too sickly to under- 
take any thing, they broke up from Castille and the western parts of Estre- 
madura, and marched ofiF towards Valencia and Aragon, the former to assist 
Suchet, and the latter to endeavor to check the guerrillas. I imme- 
diately pushed forward the preparations for the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo; 
invested the place and broke ground on the 8th, and we took it by assault, 
as you will have seen, on the 19th Jan. Marmont returned upon hearing 
of our first movements, and collected about 50,000 men on the Tormes 
about the 23d and 24th of the month, but he has advanced only a recon- 
naitring party from thence ; and it appears that he will not attempt to 
prevent us from putting the place again in a state of defence. It is already 
provisioned; and has been for some days in such a state as that it could 
not have been carried by a eoup de main* 

I have likewise restored the works of Almeida, so that I shall have this 
frontier as good as it ever was; and I hope to be able to get the whole 
army together, when I shall have a better chance with these gentlemen^ 

We proceeded at Ciudad Rodrigo on quite a new principle in sieges. 
The whole object of our fire was to day open the walls. We had not one 
mortar; nor a howitzer, excepting to prevent the enemy from clearing 
the breaches, and for that purpose we had only two ; and we fired upon 
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the flaBlcs End defences only when we wished to get the better of theni^ 
with a view to protect those who were to storm. This shows the kind of 
place we had to attack, and how important it is to cover the works of a 
place well by a glacis. The French, however, who are supposed to know 
every thing, could not take this place in less than 40 days after it was 
completely invested, or than 25 days after breaking ground. 

March came here about a month ago, remarkably well ; but he has had 
two slight attacks of fever since he arrived, from one of which he is now 
recovering. He is very liable to catch cold, and with the cold he always 
has fever. This must be a consequence of his disorder in the summer; 
but I hope that he will be quite well before the hot weather shall set in. 
If he should not be so, I shall certainly send him home. 

Pray remember me most kindly to the Duchess and all your family. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Gallegos, 31 st Jan. 1812. 

I request that on the receipt of this letter you will apply to Adm. 
Berkeley for tonnage to take to England the battalion of marines, and the 
marine artillery, which are at Lisbon, &c., not belonging to the ships 
under the command of Adm. Berkeley. 

To Baron Constant.* Gallegos, 31st Jan. 1812. 

I return Sir F. dTvernois’ hooks, which I have perused with the greatest 
satisfaction. I had never read any of his works, excepting a pamphlet 
upon Finance, in a hook called ‘ Offrandes a Buofiaparte but I have 
long come to the same conclusion as he has respecting the state of the 
French finances, and respecting the plunder resulting from the war being 
the cause for its continuance. I enclose the drafts of my proclamations 
to the Portuguese nation on this last subject, which show my opinion 
upon it. 

In the early days of the revolutionary war, the French, at the recom- 
mendation, I believe, of Brissot, adopted a measure which they called a 
hvee m masse ; and put every man, animal, and article in their own country 
in requisition for the service of the armies. This system of plunder was 
carried into execution by the popular societies throughout the country. 
It is not astonishing that a nation among whom such a system was esta- 
blished should have been anxious to carry the war beyond their own fron- 
tiers. This system both created the desire and afforded the means of 
success ; and with the war they carried, wherever they went, the system 
of requisition ; not, however, before they had, by these and other revo- 
lutionary measures, entirely destroyed all the sources of national prosperity 
at home. 

Wherever the French armies have since gone, their subsistence at least, 
the most expensive article in all armies, and means of transport, have been 
received from the country for nothing. Sometimes, besides subsistence, 
they have received clothing and shoes ; in other instances, besides these 
articles they have received pay ; and from Austria and Prussia, and other 

* Baron Constant de Rebecqne, C.B., &c,, afterwards Lieut. General in the service of the 
King of the Netherlands. He had been some time at the head quarters of the army under 
Lord Wellington, attached to the Prince of Orange. 
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parts of Germany and Italy, they have drawn, besides all these articles of 
supply for their troops, heavy contributions in money for the supply of 
the treasury at Paris. To this enumeration ought to be added the plunder 
acquired by the Generals, officers, and troops ; and it will be seen that 
the new French system of war is the greatest evil that ever fell on the 
civilised world. 

The capital and the industry of France having been destroyed by the 
Eevolution, it is obvious that the government can’t raise a revenue from 
the people of France adequate to support the large force which must be 
maintained in order to uphold the authority of the new government, par- 
ticularly in the newly conquered or ceded states ; and to defend the widely 
extended frontier of France from all those whose interest and inclination 
must lead them to attack it. The French government, therefore, under 
whatever form administered, must seek for support for their armies in 
foreign countries. War must be a financial resource ; and that appears 
to me to be the greatest misfortune which the French Revolution has en 
tailed upon the present generation, 

I have great hopes, however, that this resource is beginning to fail; 
and I think there are symptoms of a sense in France either that war is not 
so productive as it was, or that nations who, have still something to lose 
may resist, as those of the Peninsula have; in which case, the expense of 
collecting this resource becomes larger than its produce. 

One symptom of a sense of the failure of these resources is, that Napo- 
leon has recently seized upon the territories of Rome, Holland, and the 
Hanse Towns, and has annexed these States to France. By these mea- 
sures he has departed from a remarkable principle of his policy. In the 
early periods of his government he had not extended the dominions of France 
beyond what were called her natural limits of the Rhine, the Ocean, the 
Alps, and the Pyrenees. It appeared that he was aware of the dangers to 
which all widely extended empires are liable ; and he was satisfied with 
governing by his influence all these States, and those of the Confederation 
of the Rhine. He must at the same time have made up his mind to draw 
no resources from these States, excepting those of a military nature, sti- 
pulated by treaty; and, indeed, the hopes of avoiding future plunder 
could have been the only inducement to these several States to enter 
into the Confederation. The futile disputes with his brother, the Pope, 
or the Senates of the Hanse Towns, can’t have been the cause of this 
departure from a remarkable principle of his early policy. He might 
easily have settled these disputes in any manner he pleased. Neither 
was it the dictate of a wild and extravagant ambition. If it was, why 
did he not seize upon poor Switzerland ? The fact was, it was not 
safe or convenient to plunder Austria, Prussia, Russia, or Denmark ; but 
he wanted the resources of Holland, the Hanse Towns, and Rome, for 
his treasury, and therefore he seized them to himself. 

As to Spain, it is completely plundered from one end to the other. 
The cultivation in some parts, as you must have seen, is entirely annihi- 
lated ; and in all parts, by the accounts of the French officers, has 
much decreased. There is no commerce; and I have hut little doubt 
that another year of diminished produce will have the effect of distressing 



196 


SPAIN. 


the Freiicli armies exceedingly, and, possibly, may be attended with more 
important consequences. I know that tbe French officers were of opinion 
last September that they could not last much longer. 

I don't believe that the French armies in Spain have ever drawn from 
the country much more than their subsistence and means of transport. In 
some parts of the country, more productive than others, they levy from 
the people more subsistence than the troops there stationed can consume, 
and they sell the overplus by retail, at low prices; and this money defrays 
some of the necessary expenses forhospitals, intelligence, &c., oris carried 
to other parts, where, on account of the small number of troops and the 
difficulty of procuring provisions by requisition, they are obliged to pay 
for them; In other parts also they levy contributions in money; hut 
generally in small sums, and not more than sufficient to defray the ex- 
penses which in all armies must necessarily be defrayed in money. 

It appears by a letter from the Duque de Santa Fe of the 19th June, 
1810, that the French army in Spain had up to that period cost the Im- 
perial treasury 200 millions of livres, I think it probable that the whole 
pay of the army has within the last year at least been sent from Paris in 
specie; and I believe that it has for some time before ; and I know that 
the extra allowances to General officers, and other expenses which are 
laid upon the Contributions d^JBsfpagne^ are as much in arrear as other 
expenses ; and 1 have in my possession warrants to the Intendant General 
of Marmont's army, signed by Marmont, directing him to take by force, 
if it was necessary, money for the necessary expenses of the army, from 
the Payeur Gin^al^ in whose hands is the pay alone. 

I have not read Sir F. d’lvemois' former works, and I have not had an 
opportunity of acquiring the accurate knowledge which we all ought to 
have, at least of that part of the French finance of which the French 
government will allow us to have any at all. I don’t agree, however, with 
Sir F. d’lvemois, either in his estimate of the French force, or in his 
estimate of its expense. I think both higher than he has stated them. 

I know that the French government had in 1810, before the annexation 
of Holland and the Hanse Towns, 700 battalions of infantry, and 600 
. squadrons of cavalry, besides artillery and the Guards. A battalion can’t 
be averaged less than 500 men, nor a squadron less than 100 men. 
Many of both are much more numerous. This would make 350,000 in- 
fantry, and 60,000 cavalry. I know that the Guards consist of 50,000 
men. I have a return of July last of those in Spain only, which makes 
them 22,000. The artillery can’t be less than 40,000 ; making the active 
army in effectives 500,000 men. 

In this estimate the Dutch troops and those of the Confederation of the 
Rhine, those of Naples and the Duchy of Warsaw, are not included. 
The Dutch troops have since been added to the French army; and I 
should think there are now in that army 800 battalions. Besides these 
troops en activiti, there are gendarmerie Impkiale^ garde nationale^ gardes 
coteSf &c. 

It is impossible to reason upon any assertion in the truth of which con- 
fidence cannot he placed. When the Due de Gaete, however, said that 
the Emperor had in his service 800^000 or 900,000 men, it may be 
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supposed that he included the troops of the Confederation of the Rhiney 
of Naples, of Holland, and of Warsaw, as well as those French and 
foreign troops immediately paid by the Emperor. The uncertainty upon 
this point, which doubtless prevails at Paris, as well as among us, shows 
the state to which affairs have been brought in France. 

In respect to the expense of the French army, I calculate that which 
must be paid in money to amount to about ^'20,000,000 sterling, or 
500,000,000 livres. I calculate the mere pay of the number of men I 
have above mentioned as existing in the service to amount to about 
^^6,000,000 sterling, without including hospitals, or the pay of the officers 
of regiments, or of the general Staff. To this sum add the clothing, the 
arms, accoutrements, the horses for the cavalry and artillery, the ordnance 
expenses, the provisions and forage, and means of transport in France 
and Italy for the troops in those countries, repairs and construction of 
fortifications, &c., and it will be found that the sum to he provided does 
not fall short of what I have stated. I don’t include in this sum Jjie pro- 
visions and forage, and means of transport, for the troops stationed in 
Germany and Spain, as those are taken without payment ; but I include 
the pay of these troops as being provided for from Paris, or by the recettes 
exterieures* 

If l am right in my notions of the numbers of the French army, as I 
believe I am, I don’t think I am wrong in my estimate of the expenses 
to be paid in money; and it will he seen that the French government are 
more distressed than even Sir F. d’lvernois supposed. I can’t state ex- 
actly what sums are now due to the troops in Spain. Large sums have 
recently arrived from France; hut before these arrived they were in arrear 
from 9 to 12 months. 

As Sir F. d’lvernois expressed a desire that I should see his work, and 
to receive information from me on the interesting subject to which it 
relates, I have troubled you with this long letter, which I hope may prove 
satisfactory to him, as showing that I agree entirely with him in his prin- 
ciple and all the main points, although I differ from him in some of the 
details. 

I have omitted to mention, that I believe the French armies in Spain 
to amount to nearer 200,000 than 150,000 men. They have received in 
this year reinforcements to the amount of about 50,000 men. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Gallegos, 1st Feb. 1812. 

I did not see Lieut. Hillier’s* very clear report to you of the 16th 
Jan. till this day, when I received your letter of the 30th. It is very 
obvious to me that unless you can send a detachment to the right of tbe 
Tagus, to cut off the retreat of the boats, the principal object of your 
expedition, which is to destroy these boats, must fail. 

I can supply you with the means of sending a detachment across the 
Tagus ; but the first point to be ascertained is, whether wheel carriages 
can go to the Tagus by any road excepting by that of Mirahete, or so 
near Mirabete that they must be perceived. As well as I can recollect 
of the country, it is impossible to , get down to the Tagus with wheel 
* Lieut. Hillier, 29th regt., afterwards Lieut. Colonel of the 62d regt. 
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carriages, arty wliere between the junction of the Tietar and that of the 
Ibor, excepting by the Puerto de Mirabete. I beg that you will have 
inquiry made by Lieut. Hillier upon this point. It would also be well if 
he were to inquire whether the enemy have any means of moving off the 
9 boats, which are under their work marked B in his sketch. If you 
can’t get down to the Tagus with wheel carriages, excepting by the Puerto, 
it is not worth while to attempt the operation ; for, as well as I can recol- 
lect, the enemy have in that part of the country a large quantity of oxen. 
If, however, you can get down to the Tagus, it would be desirable to send 
over a sufficient detachment to endeavor to surprise and get possession of 
the work C, while the castle of Mirabete, or the work A, should be 
attacked on the left bank, and to cut off and destroy the boats. 

We have at Villa Velha 6 tin pontoons, with all their equipments, 
carriages, &c. They are very light, and, as well as I recollect, are drawn 
each by 4 pairs of bullocks; but Major Squire can tell exactly. You 
must desire Mr. Eouth to provide bullocks to draw them, and with these 
you can form a flying bridge fully equal to take over the Tagus any de- 
tachment which you might think proper to send to the right bank. They 
would even carry over some of the carronades, if you should think proper 
to send them ; but, from Lieut. Hiliier’s description of the enemy’s works 
at the bridge, I should scarcely think it necessary to take these carronades. 

I should think that under the fire of your heavy 6 pounders and howitzers, 
and by keeping a heavy fire of musketry upon the parapet, while the 
storming party should advance, your troops would escalade any of these 
works. All the preparations, however, for the carronades, as detailed in 
my letter of the 281b Jan., might still go on, and Mr. Routh might get 
the bullocks for the pontoons, and the pontoons might be moved up to 
Portalegre, as they will he of use in our ulterior operations ; hut you will 
proceed upon your expedition, or not, according to the information which 
you will receive from Lieut Hillier, whether or not you can get your 
pontoons down to the Tagus, not passing by Mirabete. I don’t believe 
the work C is commanded by the road on which A stands ; but I am quite 
certain that the work B is completely commanded both by the ground A 
and G. I was at the old castle of Mirabete ; the ascent to it is very rugged 
indeed, but I should think that no garrison could remain in it against your 
howitzer. 

The enemy have moved towards the Buero. I have not heard that any 
have gone into the valley of the Tagus. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Gallegos, 1st Feb. 1812. 

I have omitted to answer your letters, No. , of the 2*7 th Dec., and 
No. 41, of the 1th Jan., relating to the correspondence which you have 
had with the Governor of Gibraltar, upon the conditional orders which 
you had given Col. Skerrett to withdraw from Tarifa, because I conclude 
that you referred that correspondence to the Sec. of State, with whom 
alone it rests to decide whether it was your duty to recall Col. Skerrett, 
and whether you performed that duty at a proper period, and under cir- 
cumstances which rendered it expedient that you should give Col. Skerrett 
the orders in question. From the report of Col. Skerrett and Lord Proby, 
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EEd other information which I had received respecting Tarifa, I concurred 
in the orders which you gave to CoL Skerrett, and my opinion on that 
subject is not at all changed by what has occurred since. 

We have a right to expect that His Majesty’s officers and troops will 
^ perform their duty upon every occasion; but we had no right to expect 

\ that comparatively a small number would be able to hold the town of 

!, Tarifa, commanded as it is at short distances, and enfiladed in every 

I direction, and unprovided with artillery, and the walls scarcely cannon 

I proof. The enemy, however, retired with disgrace, infinitely to the honor 

of the brave troops who defended Tarifa, and it is useless to renew the 
discussion. It is necessary, however, that you should now come to an 
5 understanding with Gen. Gampbell, regarding the troops which have been 

detached from Cadiz and this army under CoL Skerrett. 
t Before you will receive this letter you will probably have received from 

Mr. Wellesley a requisition to send troops to Carthagena, with which you 
will have complied, according to my instructions of the 12th Dec. It is, 
therefore, absolutely necessary that the troops under the command of 
Col. Skerrett should return to Cadiz ; and if the Governor of Gibraltar 
should think proper to detain them, after you shall have required their 
return, you will let him know that he is responsible for the consequences. 

In regard to Tarifa, at the same time that I have no desire, and have 

I too much to attend to, to enter into discussions upon the subject, it appears 

to me that the measures to be adopted should be either to secure the 
heights in front of the town, or to provide cover for the troops by splinter 
proofs, &c., and to secure the island. 

I have no doubt whatever that the measure last mentioned could he 
carried into execution without difficulty, and that it would be effectual. 
Indeed, the enemy would neither be inclined nor able to remain in the 
town, if the island were secured. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Freneda, 1st Feb. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to 
Major Gen. Cooke, in regard to a discussion which he has recently had 
with the Governor of Gibraltar upon certain orders which he had given to 
CoL Skerrett’s detachment to withdraw from Tarifa. 


To the Rt. Hon, H. Wellesley. Gallegos, 1st Feb. 1812. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 20th Jan. 

I am glad to find that the Spanish government have called upon us to 
garrison Carthagena, and I only wish they had done so sooner. Gen. Cooke 
has his instructions upon this subject, and it does not appear to me to be 
necessary to take any further measures. 

In regard to Alicante, Roche has contradicted himself in the same letter. 
He says that an English governor and 5000 English troops can alone save 
the place ; and in another part he says that he and his troops can save it 
as long as they are supplied with provisions. Pray take him at his word. 
Send him provisions, and let him be charged with the defence pf Alicante. 

It is most desirable to keep the French employed for some time longer 
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on tte eastern side of the Peninsula. I think it not impossible that Sucliet 
may be obliged to return to attend to Lacy. 


m io Capt Stewart. 1st l?eb. 

I am directed to acquaint you, upon your letter of the 24th ult,, that no change 
is deemed necessary in the usual and established regulations at the hospitals in 
this army for convalescents ; and the interior management of your hospital station 
is left to your discretion, having a reference always to the principles laid down. 
Whenever you may want a further advance of money on account of the commies- 
cents, on application for the same to me an order shall he sent that it shall be 
issued to you by the Paymaster Gen. 


m AM to the Officer commmAing U? haiU 52d regU, Light divimn, 1st Feb. iai2. 

enclose berewitb, by direction of the Commander of the Forces, a communi- 
cation I have received from the Commandant at Castanheira ; and l am to acquaint 
you of the impropriety of the men alluded to having absented themselves from the 
hospital without leave, and without proceeding to their corps in the regular 
manner. You will he pleased to report if the men alluded to have come to their 
regiment; and you will apprise them of their breach of orders in quitting the hos- 
pital station without the consent of the Commandant. 


The A. G, to Lieut, Col. Rooke, A.A.G., 2d division. 1st Feb. 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th ult., I am directed to acquaint you that the 
inhabitants of Portugal cannot be punished by any military tribunal. If the 
muleteers commit depredations on the stores, they must be made to pay their full 
value out of the hire of their mules. The best way of preventing the sale of forage 
corn is for the officers of cavalry and artillery to attend strictly to the feeding of 
their horses. The Commander of the Forces will write to the magistrates at Niza 
about the purchase of corn by the inhabitants from the soldiers. Tlie inhabitant 
who has been taken up is to be sent to the head cjuarters of Marshal Sir W. Beres- 
ford, with a regular charge against him ; and it is to be published by heat of drum 
in Niza, that he is sent to be tried by the Special Commission. 


To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Gallegos, 2d Feb, 1812. 

I am going over to Freneda, and enclose the only intelligence I have 
received since I saw you yesterday. I conclude that the messengers from 
Salamanca have been prevented from coming by the swelling of the rivers. 

I wrote to Hill yesterday what I told you I should. 

P.S. The rivers are so full, that I am afraid it will be impossible to 
hunt to-morrow ; but if the day should be fair, the bounds will be at 
Pozo Veibo at about llj. 


The A.G, to Dr. Bolton, Deputy Inspector of hospitals, 3d Feb. 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 1st inst., I am to acquaint you that the allowances 
granted to officers of the medical staff for native b4t men are only to commence 
from the date of the last order granting the same. 


The A.G, to Dr. M^Grigor, Inspector of hospitals, on arrival at Coimbra, 3d Feb. 1812. 

I have bad the honor of receiving your letter of the 27th ult, which I have laid 
before the Commander of the Forces. His Excellency is much obliged to you for 
the arrangement you propose, as the evil complained of is one that has drawn his 
attention for a considerable period. 


To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 4th Feb. 1812. 

I enclose some letters from Cadiz. I have no account whatever from 
Salamanca or elsewhere ; and I conclude that the messengers have been 
stopped by the swelling of the rivers. 
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To Lieut. Geo. Hill. Freneda, 4th Feb, 1812, 8 a.m. 

I write to let you know that in consequence of the heavy fall of rain, 
and other accidents, the carronades, which ought to have been now two 
marches on the other side of Sabu'gal, are at Aldea da Ponte, two inarches 
on this side of that place. If, therefore, you should determine to undertake 
your expedition, and should think the carronades necessary, you should 
order the officer with the horses to wait for them at S. Miguel, or to 
come on towards Sabugal to meet them. If you should give up the plan, 
according to what I stated in my letter of the 1st inst, or should not 
think the carronades necessary, you might recall the horses. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill. Freneda, 4th Feb. 1812. 

You omitted to enclose the intercepted intelligence from Madrid, in 
jour letter to me of the 1st inst. That on the black paper comes, I 
believe, from a man employed by Mr. Stuart. I don^t give much 
credit to it, 

Xo . Freneda, 4th Feb. 1812. 

T have received your letter, and upon inquiry I find tbat your com- 
plaint is not founded, and that the conduct of Mr. was regularly 

investigated. You have also stated another circumstance in your letter 
which is not true, viz., that your stable could not hold more than your own 
horse, whereas it appears that it is capable of holding 4 horses, besides 
your own horse and ass that are in it. 

Portugal requiring the assistance of an army to defend the country, 
the Portuguese must submit to the inconvenience of having officers and 
soldiers billeted on their houses, and I only hope they don’t believe 
that we quit our houses in England for the 'pleasure of being billeted 
in theirs in Portugal. This necessity existing, you acted wrong, and 

should not have resisted Mr. in putting his horse in your stable, on 

which he had a billet, and you had no right to send the horse to another 

distant stable. Mr. , however, had no right to use force himself to 

enforce his billet, and for this offence I have ordered that he may be 
brought to trial before a General Court Martial, and you will appear as 
evidence against him ; but his horse must remain in your stable, on which 
it is billeted. 

To His Excellency C. Stnait. Freneda, 4th Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 30th. I agree entirely with you that, 
notwithstanding all your efforts, matters are become worse, and I am 
almost at the end of my inventions and resources to .keep them afloat. 
I have this day written to Dom M. Forjaz a letter which I hope he will 
show to the Governors of the Kingdom. 

The object which I had in view for Hill was to destroy the enemy’s 
bridge and establishments at Almaraz, By this measure I should cut 
off the communication between the northern and southern armies, and the 
^ Armee de PortugaV would have been obliged to go round by Toledo, 
to raise the siege of Badajoz. This would have been important; but 
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notibing can rouse these people to a sense of their duty. I shall not stay 
much longer. 

P.S. Since I wrote the above Marshal Beresford has been here, and 1 
have gone through the estimates for January with him, which were trans- 
mitted in your letter of the 14th Jan. It is very desirable to ascertain, as 
nearly as can be done by estimate, what is the expense of the military 
establishments of Portugal, and to diminish that expense as much as 
possible. It is difficult to guess at the expense from the estimates for 
January, and it is quite impossible to say what heads can be diminished, 
or even entirely discontinued, without seeing the detailed estimates, upon 
which the general estimates, for the several divisional pay offices and 
departments, have been founded. I have no doubt but that the expense, 
real as well as estimated, can be much reduced, and I hope brought within 
the scope of the means of the government. But this can be done only 
by a strict examination into the subject. 

it is impossible for me to go to Lisbon, and equally so for Dom M. 
Forjaz to come to me. Marshal Beresford is therefore again going to 
Lisbon, to examine into and settle this subject. But in order that he may 
not he unnecessarily detained, it is desirable that Dom M. Forjaz should 
have prepared for him the detailed estimates, on which the general 
estimates of the several divisional and departmental estimates, for January 
as well as February, are founded; and all the information and explanation 
which can he afforded upon every head of charge in the estimates. He 
expects to he able to allot 7 days to this examination. 

I have omitted to mention that, provided the government take measures 
before the 15th Feb. to announce to the public, and to commence paying 
interest on the paper money, it is a matter of indifference to me when 
they begin to pay, provided it is by the 1st April. 

To Lieut. Gen. Grakam. Freneda, 5th Feb. 1812, 11 a.m. 

I enclose the only intelligence which I have received. It is certain that 
Blake is taken^ and probably a very large number of men in Valencia. 

P.S. The weather does not promise much; but if it should he fair, the 
hounds will go to-morrow morning to Pozo V elho at 11 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 5th Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 31st Jan. appears to know 

me as little as he does you. I had a great deal of conversation with Syden- 
ham upon various subjects, and I am not quite certain that I may not 
have expressed to him the sense I felt of the disadvantage under which I 
labored, from not having support in Brazil to the instruments which we 
used here for our objects, which sense I afterwards expressed in a dispatch 
to you. You will recollect that I subsequently requested that you would 
strike out from the dispatch every thing upon that subject, as, having made 
peace in Europe, I did not wish to renew the war in Brazil. 

I am positively certain, not only that I did not desire Sydenham to make 

any complaint to Lord Wellesley of ; hut I will go farther, 

and declare positively that I desired him to tell Lord Wellesley that it 
was, in my opinion, best to take no further steps to endeavor to have the 
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Principal removed from tlie government, as it appeared from tlie Prince’s 
letter to me, received in May, that his removal was so very repugnant to 
his feelings; that the matters which had been in dispute were at an end; 
and that I should endeavor to work on as well as I could. You may tell 
~ — this from me. 

I don’t know what to say to the order for the removal of the Principal, 
If it were to come direct to Portugal, I should say it ought to be obeyed, 
for the same reason that I said the order for his appointment ought to be 
obeyed. But it appears that it is sent to England, and entrusted to Lord 
Wellesley’s discretion, who, I think it likely, will entrust it to ours. We 
should certainly do better without the Principal. The tmth is, the man 
is mad, and he cannot act with common sense upon any occasion. But if 
he were removed from the government, it would he still composed of bad 
materials ; and though we should go on better, as we should get rid of the 
perpetual talking about affairs and doing nothing, things would still not 
go on as we should wish. However, upon the whole, I am rather inclined 
to remove him, hut I shall not decide until I shall have considered the 
matter, and shall have received your opinion in answer to this letter. My 
own opinion is, that the best remedy would be for the Prince to come him- 
self; but, as Romana and I used to say of Ferdnando, ^ sin muger J 

P.S. In respect to Vasconcellos, I shall be much obliged to you if you 
will tell Lord Strangford that I am entirely indifferent about him. He 
left me and went to Brazil about his own concerns, and carried a letter 
from me to recommend him to the Prince’s notice, as an officer who had 
been in my family. But I neither know nor care about him, and the Prince 
will do well to send him back to Portugal if he is troublesome to him. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 5th Feb. 1812. 

The weather has been very had since the 28th of last month, and the 
roads have become so bad, and the rivers are so full, as to prevent all 
communication. I have therefore received no late intelligence from the 
interior of Castille ; but I know that the enemy have no troops on this 
side of the Tormes. 

Although I have received reports from various quarters that Gen. 
Bonethad evacuated the Asturias, and I have reported it to your Lordship, 
I am inclined to doubt the truth of these reports. It is certain that he 
had concentrated his troops at Oviedo, between the 15th and 20th Jan., 
and Porlier had occupied Gijon. Gen. Abadia had put the army of 
Galicia in movement on the 20th, in order to oblige Gen. Bonet to retire 
from Asturias. 

I understand that there is in the Madrid Gazette of the 28th Jan. the 
copy of a letter from Gen, Suchet to King Joseph, announcing Ms entry 
into Yalencia, Gen, Blake and 16,000 men being prisoners. 

No movement of importance has been made in the south. 

To the Sari of Liverpool. Freneda, 5th Feb. 1812. 

The very bad weather which we had lately must have put an end to 
all our operations and communications by sea, as it has by land ; and if it 
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lasts, it must delay the execution of our plans in Estremadura. But I still 
hope I shall be able to undertake them at an early period. 

I cannot promise success ; but it is as well to be prepared for the con- 
sequences if we succeed; and I would recommend to your Lordship to 
send to Lisbon 20,000 stands of arms and accoutrements, and clothing and 
equipments for 20,000 men. 

I enclose the morning state. 

The io Majoi' Gen, Famkkur, TJ^hi dimsion, 5tb Feb. 1812. 

I have laid your letter of the 3d before the Commander of thePorces. His Ex- 
cellency is perfectly aware of the circumstances you mention with regard to the 
assault of Ciudad Rodrigo, and lie has not failed to report the same to the 

Prince Regent. When the late Gen. Craufurd went to England last spring, the 
Commander of the Forces did not think proper to deprive him of his command ; 
and during hi<5 absence Col. Drummond, for a time only, exercised the command 
as Major Gen,; Sir W, Erskine was placed in the command of the division 
during the advance from the cantonments on the Rio Maior river to this frontier, 
in pursuit of the French army, and remained in charge of the division for some 
time afterwards, 'fhe Commander of the Forces would be happy if he had it in 
his power to avail himself of your talents and experience in command of the Light 
division ; but he cannot avoid to advert to the inconvenience which was frequently 
the consequence of an officer comparatively with others not high in rank, being in 
command of that division. Major Gen. Craufurd came out from England in com- 
mand of the troops which now principally form the Light division; and he had 
commanded them on a former service; and it would not have been quite fair to 
have deprived him of the command of these troops by any organization here ; but 
as the Commander of the Forces is now obliged to make a new arrangement, 
he must attend not only to what will be most convenient to the service, but 
also to the claims of the senior officers of the army. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Freneda, 6th Feb. 1812, 

Besides the articles already in Ciudad Rodrigo, I should wish to throw 
in about 10,000 lbs. of rice, and about as much salt fish. I believe you 
have none of the former within reach, and none of the latter at all. I 
enclose a memorandum of what there is in the Portuguese stores of these 
articles; and if you should desire to receive them from those stores, I 
will have directions given that they may be at your disposal. 

It is very desirable that you should send me the returns of the forage 
drawn, in order that I may at an early period put an end to the abuses 
which you mentioned. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 6th Feb. 1812. 

In addition to the papers transmitted to you in my letter of the 26th 
ult., i have now the honor to forward a letter and its enclosure from Dr. 
Fergusson, stating that the members of the University of Coimbra dis- 
approved of the demand made by the Vice Rector for payment of the 
supplies and articles of bedding provided for the sick of the British army 
who were left under their care ; and that it had never been the intention 
of that body to be reimbursed for what they had voluntarily furnished to 
the British army. 

Under these circumstances, I cannot avoid expressing my surprise that 
an application for the payment of this debt should have been so repeatedly 
made by the Portuguese government, without having ascertained the 
wishes of the University upon the subject. 
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The A,G.jo Alajor .Gen, Fandelenr, Light divisioji, 6th Feb. 1812. 

In reply to your letter for leave of absence for Lieut. Gurwood, 52d regt., the 
Commander of the Forces cannot grant leave of absence to any oflicer in the army, 
except for recovery of health or for the arrangement of business which cannot be 
settled without his presence, and the settlement of whicli is paramount to every 
other consideration in life. As Lieut. Gurwood’s application solely implies private 
atfairs as tlie plea, without stating their nature, it is not in his Excellency’s power 
to comply with his request. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Freneda, 7th Feb. 1812. 

It is desirable that as fast as the tents shall arrive at Abrantes, they 
should be sent on to Elvas. It is also desirable, that as soon as the 
bridge, and the bullocks to draw it, shall arrive at Abrantes, it should be 
sent on to Elvas. 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Freneda, 7th Feb. 1812. 

I have just received a letter from Adm. Berkeley, from which I leam 
that all the block carriages which Gen. Rosa has, are at Elvas. It will 
therefore be necessary that you should order to Alcacer do Sal from 
Elvas, block carriages for 20 guns besides those for the sixteen 24 
pounders. 

I don’t think it yet decided whether we shall have 18 pounders or 24 
pounders ; but I rather think the former. 

To Lieut, Gen. Graham. Freneda, 7th Feb. 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose a letter from Salamanca, and one from Grant, received last 
night. 

Maucune’s is the 5th division ; and the le^ere is in the 2d, com- 
manded by Clausel, which you will see is supposed at Salamanca to be 
going to Talavera. 

I enclose the report from Castanos’ head quarters of Abadia’s operations. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. ' Freneda, 7th Feb. 1812. 

I beg you to send 200 men, either British or Portuguese (the latter 
probably can be sent with least inconvenience), to Gastello Branco, and 
thence forward on the road towards Penamacor, till they shall meet with 
the carronades, when they are to relieve a similar party of the 7th divi- 
sion. The object of this detachment is to assist the carronades in getting 
on, and I beg the officer may be instructed to prevent his men from beat- 
ing the bullocks, or ill treating the drivers. 

I have heard that one of the enemy’s divisions has moved towards Tala- ( 
vera, but I am not certain that this report is true ; at all events, they I 
cannot interfere with you, if you should undertake your operation. 

I have long intended to write to you about Col. Inglis : as a Colonel on 
the Staff, senior to Byng, I must employ him to command the brigade in 
which the 57th are ; hut when the Major Generals all join, I shall be able 
to make an arrangement which will suit Byng equally well, and will oe 
equally agreeable to you. 

To Lieut. Geu, Graham. Freneda, 8th Feb. 1S12, 11 a.m. 

Hunting appears out of the question to-day, and I send the bearer to 
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wait till a quarter after 12 at Fozo Yelho, and to go tlience to Gallegos. 
I return WMttingliam’s letter. 

By a letter from Elvas, I learn that the Duque del Infantado, Yilla- 
vicencio, and Henry O’ Donell, Morqueira, and Priver, were appointed 
Regents. Agar, Blake, and Ciscar were appointed Members of the 
Council of State. These accounts are of the 23d, from Cadiz. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham, Preneda, 8th Feb, 1812, noon. 

I enclose you a letter from my brother ; one from the Junta de Avila, 
which shows that the enemy are moving troops towards Talavera ; one 
from Salamanca of the 4th and 5th, which is silent on a report which we 
had received yesterday from the hussars, that the bridge at Salamanca 
was destroyed ; and one from Madrid. I am inclined to believe the 
report of the capture of Tarragona, and not that of Soria; but you will 
see that the latter is mentioned in the letter from Salamanca. 

I propose to move Stopford’s brigade in a day or two after the Guards. 
This delightful weather will, 1 hope, dry up the roads; and the heavy 
ordnance carriages march to-morrow. 

P.S. I enclose a letter from Blanckley^, received last night. 

Tlu A,G, U CoL Darrochj A.A,G,, Li^nm. .8tb Feb. 1812. 

You will be pleased to call upon the officer commanding the 2d batt. 39th regt. 
to deliver up to you the copy of the printed G. O. of this army ; and on all other 
occasions you will observe that as it is his Excellency’s intention these books of 
orders are solely for the use of the regiments in this country, they are to be inva- 
riably given back by General officers, and all other officers, on proceeding to 
England, 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 9th Feb. 1812, 8 a.m. 

I have just now received a report from Plasencia, that Brenier’s divi- 
sion is at Talavera, with detachments at Navalmoral and Oropesa. I don’t 
think that this intelligence need prevent your expedition, if you should 
think that other matters suit. 

To Lieut Gen. Hill. Freneda, 9th Feb. 1812. 

I enclose a copy of Gen. St. Pol’s letter, with that part of it which was 
in cipher deciphered. I likewise enclose a letter from the Senate of 
Portalegre, upon which I request you to do what may be expedient. ‘ 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 9th Feb. 1812. 

In answer to your letter (No. 47) of the 25th Jan., I request that you 
will send Major Gen. Ross to Carthagena, to relieve Col. Lambert in the 
command of the troops at that place. 

Major Gen. Ross is to draw a table allowance of 30 shillings diem. 

To the Rt, Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 9th Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letters to the 27th. There is nothing new here; 
we are going on with the works at Ciudad Rodrigo, of which, as well as 
of the magazines in the place, we are not only defraying ail the expense, 
hut our soldiers are the laborers who execute them. This is what is called 
* Lieut. Blanckley, 23d Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 
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Spanish enthusiasm 1 But I have no doubt of the good will of the people ; 
only of the abilities of their chiefs to call it into action. 

I enclose a number of a newspaper which has lately made its appear- 
ance * and I wish particularly to draw your attention to the paragraph in- 
serted in the last page. 

The license to publish any thing upon military operations, whether true 
or not, which results from the liberty of the press, is a very great incon- 
venience, particularly to an army comparatively small, which must seize ; 
opportunities to avail itself of favorable circumstances, &c» &c. But that 
inconvenience is increased tenfold when a military official body publish a 
newspaper, containing statements and observations upon military transactions. 
Any editor may happen to stumble upon a fact or reasoning, of which it 
would be important for the enemy to have information ; but the Staff, the 
official editors, must be supposed to have the in formation which they publish. 

The contents of the paragraph marked in the enclosed paper are posi- 
tively false ; but under existing circumstances, the publication is not less ! 
likely to have mischievous consequences than if the contents were true. 
There is no person who knows any thing of the state of affairs in this i 
country, who doubts, that if the French believe that paragraph, and choose j 
to make the exertion, they must prevent us from carrying into execution / 
our design, whatever may be the extent of the force which I shall collect. ' 
Surely, therefore, it is worthy of the attention of the government at least\ 
to prevent official bodies from publishing such mischievous nonsense. 

1 don’t see why the Staff are to publish a newspaper at all ; and if they 
do, surely what they publish should be strictly and literally true. Is the 
statement in the enclosed paper regarding the Spanish armies true or false ? 

The A.G, to Major Gen. P'andehur^ Light division. lOtb Teb. 1812. 

I have the honor to acquaint you that the Commander of the Forces consents to 
Lieut. Gurwood, 52d regt,, having 2 months’ leave to England, provided he en- 
gages not to apply for a renewal of it in England.* 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 11th Feb. 1812. 

I have given directions that cattle may be purchased, to the amount 
of 15,000 dollars, to be distributed among the villages in this country, 
and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know on what 
principle you have proceeded in your distributions. 

I think I can fix the proportion to be sent to each village; but how are 
those sent to a village to he disposed of? Are they to belong to any par- 
ticular class of inhabitants, or are they to he common property ? If the latter, 
who is to take care of them ? How are the poorer classes to get the pro- 
portion of their labor? Would it be advisable to fix a small hire on the 
use of them, the surplus of which, after paying for their food and the care 
of them, should be employed to increase the stock of the village ? 

Let me know what you have done on this subject. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 1 Ith Feb. 1812. 

I beg leave to suggest to your Lordship the expediency of sending 

* On receiving the communication contained in the A. G.’s letter of the 6th insu 
Lieut. Gurwoed had sent in his resignation. 
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before the etid of April the reinforcements which you intended for this 
army. I am convinced that all the regiments suffered much from re- 
ceiving their men late in the summer of last year. 

It is also very desirable that we should soon have a reinforcement of 
horses for, the artillery ; the depdts of the cavalry will of course provide 
for the several regiments. 

While on the subject of the artillery, I would beg to suggest to your 
Lordship the expediency of adding to the Engineer establishment a corps 
of sappers and miners. It is inconceivable with what disadvantage we 
undertake any thing like a siege for want of assistance of this description. 
There is no French corps d^armee which has not a battalion of sappers 
and a company of miners. But we are obliged to depend for assistance 
of this description upon the regiments of the line ; and although the men 
are brave and willing, they want the knowledge and training which are 
necessary. Many casualties among them consequejitly occur, and much 
valuable time is lost at the most critical period of the siege. 

I shall he very much obliged to your Lordship if you will desire that the 
Storekeeper General may take some measures to insure the supply of articles 
by his department of a better description. Every thing in the way of 
intrenching and cutting tools supplied by his department is so bad as to 
be almost useless ; and indeed all the stores supplied by this department 
are nearly of the same description. It would be cheaper for the public 
to pay larger prices, if that is necessary, in order to get better goods. The 
troops would he saved much inconvenience, and a vast expense would he 
saved, which is now incurred in transporting these stores to the army to 
replace those worn out in consequence of their being so very bad. It is 
really shameful that the public should he so badly served. I can^t say 
that the intrenching and cutting tools supplied by the Ordnance are 
better. 

P.S. The cutting tools which we have found in Ciudad Rodrigo be- 
longing to the French , army are infinitely better than ours. Is it not 
shameful that they should have better cutlery than we have ? 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, llth Feb. 1812. 

In order to facilitate the measures to he adopted to secure a supply of 
long forage for the cavalry and other horses of the army in the course of 
the current year, I beg leave to recommend that 1000 scythes with their 
handles may he sent to the Tagus to the Commissary Gen., and that they 
may arrive before the end of April. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 12th Feb. 1812, 10 a.m. 

I have received this morning from Gen. Hill a report on the road to the 
biidge at Almaraz, from w^hich it is evident that the object which I had 
in view for his expedition can’t be accomplished. There is but one road 
to the river Tagus between the junction of the Tietar and that of the Ibor, 
and that passes under the tower of Mirabete ; so that it would be impos- 
sible to get hold of the boats, 

I think, however, that it may be desirable hereafter to destroy the 
enemy’s works on the left of the Tagus. 
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r received last night from Gen. Gastanos a note, in which he tells me, 
that the report still prevailed at Madrid on the 28th, that Tarragona and 
Soria had been taken. It was not believed that Valencia had been taken, 
as the French had prevented all communication with that place, and it 
was reported that the contest there still continued on the 18th. 

The extract which was sent to me of the Ifadrid Gazette, containing 
Sachet’s, letter to the King, was of the 28th Jan. 

Montbrun was expected to return to Toledo on the 29th; and it is 
said that Foy had returned from Valencia with 2000 men. I should 
think this a mistake, as we had before accounts of Foy’s having marched 
upon Valladolid. 

Upon conversing with Gen. Borth wick and Mr. Lyth, regarding the 
horses of Capt. Thompson’s brigade, they were of opinion that they could 
draw to Niza the 3 ammunition waggons empty. Their ammunition, 
therefore, and the forge cart and wheel cart, only go into Almeida. There 
is ammunition in Abrantes, and there are 50 French horses at Coimbra, 
and some at Lisbon. I hope, therefore, that we shall be able to equip this 
brigade again as it ought to be. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Freneda, 12tli Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 16th, and I agree with you in thinking 
that you would not succeed in obtaining possession of the enemy’s boats on 
the Tagus near Almaraz, although you might destroy their works. This 
last is not so important an object, and, at all events, this is not the moment 
at which it ought to be attempted; but it is desirable that we should 
keep this object in view ; that we should have, as far as possible, all the 
preparations made for the operation; and that we should endeavor to 
acquire all the information to be procured on these works ; but it will be 
desirable that you should not draw aw^ay the 6 boats from Villa Velha 
during the period at which the river will be swelled, and then not farther 
than Niza till I shall request you to do so. 

I enclose some information which I have received regarding the works 
on the Tietar and Tagus. » The drawing is by a different person from him 
who has sent the wudtten account. You will see that in some trifles they 
don’t agree exactly; but the man wLo made the drawing was in the 
works as a workman. I have examined him, and he is positive on all the 
points to which he has spoken. Let me have these papers again. 

1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire Lieut. Hillier 
to report whether the right or the left bank of the Rio del Monte is the 
highest at the bridge on the high road from Jaraicejo to Truxillo, as well 
as where the road from Deleytosa to Truxillo crosses the same stream. 
I shall likewise be much obliged to you if you will have the course of the 
different streams examined which fall into the north bank of the Gua- 
diana, between what is called the Rio Burdalo in the map, which falls 
into the Guadiana above Merida, and the Gevora, and see whether any of 
them would afford a position which would cover the siege of Badajoz on 
that side of the Guadiana. The upper part of the Rio Burdalo might be 
looked at ; the lower possibly could not; but it would be desirable to 
know which bank is the highest. 
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To Hb Ixcselleiicy C.^ Freneda, 12tli Feb. 1812. 

I bave received yonir letter of the 8th, and I have perused with much 
interest Bom M. Forjaz’s paper on the estimates, which is perfect as to 
arrangement, hut not very satisfactory as to the amount of expense. The 
truth is, and it will very soon he discovered, that all the departments have 
gone on a very large scale of estimate of their expenses, and the real 
amount cannot now be discovered. 

I see that Cardoso estimates a ration of bread at 120 rm, and one of 
etape at 100 reis. Then he estimates carriage for the whole. But the 
rations cannot cost this sum if he does not include the expense of the 
carriage. 

Then I don’t know how he makes out *70,000 rations to he issued, be- 
sides those issued by the British commissariat. I imagine he includes 
the whole effective militia as being under arms, whereas there is hut little 
of it; and he takes the gross numbers of the army without striking off 
those in the hospitals, provided for in the hospital estimates, or the regi- 
ment at Cadiz; but we shall, at last, get to the bottom of this subject, 
and shall know pretty nearly what is the real expense of the army. The 
provision for it will be more difficult. 

1 am certain that the government will at last be obliged to set seriously 
to work to reform the abuses in the Lisbon Custom house. I am in- 
formed that smuggling now prevails to a greater degree than ever, par- 
ticularly by the Americans. The revenue produced by the Customs, 
particularly of the outports, is ridiculously small ; yet the Customs are 
the principal branch of the revenue. The tobacco contract should like- 
wise produce much more than it does, and so should the income tax. 
The naval expenses must he entirely discontinued. 

I rather believe it would be better for us to supply the flour, &c. re- 
quired by the Portuguese commissariat, than that your hills should come 
into the market; but upon this point Mr. Pipon can give you an opinion. 
At all events we might give as much as is required at present. 

If ever the Bishop should return to Oporto, he will be worse than ever 
he was. His return must be prevented, coute que coute; and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will mention this, my opinion, to Lord Strangford. 

To the Earl of LiverpooL Frerieda, I2th Feb. 1812. 

The enemy have hut few troops at Salamanca and in the towns on the 
Tormes ; and it appears that Marshal Marmont has cantoned the right of 
his array on the Duero, at Toro and Zamora, the centre in the province 
of Avila ; and that one division, the 6th, has returned to Talavera and the 
valley of the Tagus. 

1 have not received the reports of Gen. Ahadia’s movement from 
Galicia. I understand that he was about to attack Astorga, hut that he 
retired to Villa Franca in the beginning of the month ; and Gen. Cabrera, 
who had advanced to La Baneza, fell back upon Puebla de Sanabria, in 
consequence of the enemy being in strength at Benavente. 

I conclude that the right of the ‘ Armie de PartugaV had moved upon 
Benavente from Zamora, and he communicated with Bonet, who it is 
stated had evacuated the Asturias. I am not certain, however, of this 
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last fact, Botwitlistanding that it has been so often repeated; and it is 
now said that some of Bonet’s troops are at La Baheza. The detachment 
of the Conde de Amarante’s troops, which had occupied Puebla de Sana- 
bria when Gen. Cabrera moved upon La Baheza, have retired into Por- 
tugal, in consequence of the Spanish troops having retired. 

I have not received any late intelligence from the eastern coast. I 
have received reports from Madrid, as well as from other quarters, that 
Gen. Lacy had taken Tarragona on the 18th Jan., and that the guerrillas 
had taken Soria; but it is impossible to give credit to reports of this 
description, notwithstanding that these reports have arrived from so many 
distinct quarters, that they would appear entitled to some credit. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, l2tii Feb. 1812. 

I have omitted to reply to your letter of the 8th Jan. regarding a suc- 
cessor to Adm. Berkeley. Of the 2 persons proposed, I believe that Adm. 
Martin would suit us best. 

I hope that it is not likely we shall have to embark; and even if we 
should, it would be desirable that the Admiral on the station should be 
not only a man capable of making the necessary arrangements, but one of 
a conciliating disposition. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 12th Feb. 1812. 

I have considered the objections stated in your letter of the 18th Dec. 
to the proposition which I had made that a certain sum in Exchequer 
bills should he deposited in the hands of the Commissary Gen. ; and I 
am still of opinion that if Parliament could be brought to consent to the 
measures which must he adopted in order to carry this arrangement into 
execution, it will he expedient to try it. 

If we should be successful in our operations in the next month, our 
further operations will be stopped, unless we can command more specie 
than we have been able to command hitherto. We cannot expect to 
subsist almost exclusively on our magazines if we should be able to re- 
move the seat of the war farther into Spain ; and however well inclined the 
people of Spain, we may depend upon it that we shall get nothing from 
them excepting for payment in money. 

I would not recommend that the Exchequer bills should be used in 
payment for supplies, for that would be, in fact, to pay interest for all our 
debts for which we now pay none, without diminishing in any degree the 
price of the article to procure which the debt has been incurred. But i 
think it not unlikely that there may be at Lisbod persons in possession 
of capital, who would lend it upon a British public security ; and I have 
but little doubt that there are persons of this description in Spain. It is 
perfectly true that if they knew how to set about it, they may get British 
securities without taking them from the commissariat, but they certainly 
don't know how to set about it ; and I am convinced that there are some 
riding about with their money in a portmanteau, and others with their 
money buried, because they don’t know how to convey it to England, in 
which country all know that it would be safe. I may be mistaken in my 
expectations of getting any thing for these bills; but I think the experi- 
ment is worth a trial, and it can do no harm 
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You will obsewe that I don’t propose to use these securities in any 
other manner than to raise money on loan, consequently there is not much 
chance of their being so numerous as to be liable to forgery. Nor would 
they in any manner come into competition with the Portuguese paper. 
The Portuguese paper is forced into circulation by the law; and its price 
is kept up, 1st, and principally ; by our receiving it in its legal proportion 
in payment for bills upon the Treasury: and, 2dly; by the prosperous 
state of the war in respect to Portugal. The price of the Portuguese 
paper is connected with the rate of exchange. When the discount on 
Portuguese paper falls, the discount on our hills on the Treasury rises, 
and mm versd. The value of the Portuguese paper will rise when the 
Portuguese government shall perform their engagements and pay the 
interest on it ; but I don’t see how it can he affected by our borrowing 
money on Exchequer bills, unless, indeed, we should be able to borrow 
so much on these bills as not to render it necessary to draw upon the 
Treasury, which is not very probable. 

Although I think we shall be able to raise some money on these bills, 
I don’t think that the sum will ever he so considerable as that we shall 
experience any difficulty in paying the interest. This must of course be 
provided for; and we must take care to pay the interest, whatever may he 
the inconvenience. Upon the whole, I think there is a chance that this 
measure will give us a resource, and I am anxious that it should be tried. 

Another measure which I have had in contemplation is to endeavor to 
prevail upon the merchants in Lisbon, Oporto, Cadiz, Coruna, and the 
principal trading towns of Spain and Portugal, to take the notes of the 
Bank of England as cash. This would give us a very great resource. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 13th Feb. 1812. 

I agree with you and Marshal Beresford in thinking that it would be 
desirable to lighten the military expenses as much as possible; hut to 
remove the payment of certain allowances, which must he paid, from one 
chest to another, is not lightening the military expenses, but multiplies 
business ; and it will afford to the Treasury an excuse for not applying to 
the military chest all sums that can be spared from other services. I am 
afraid that the pensions to ref ormados, &c. must be paid ; and if that is the 
case, they might as well be paid by one chest as another. 

I am rather sanguine in my expectations, that when the actual expense 
of one month shall have been ascertained, and the arrear put out of the 
question, it will he found that we are not far short in funds. 

The departments in which it appears to me that retrenchments can he 
made are the medical department; the public works, such as repairs and 
additions to Elvas, Abrantes, &c. ; and the workshops under Fava. I 
suspect also that the pay offices estimate pay for establishments, and not 
actual numbers. 

Le Cor did not mention the desertion of all our drivers, as he was not 
aware of it. They have since been replaced by Ordenanza, who were to 
relieve each other; but they have deserted as well as the others. It 
really becomes quite impracticable to carry on any service in Portugal, 
unless the Portuguese government will assist with their influence, and 
will punish those vdio neglect their duty. 
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I must report my opin on these subjects to the British government, 
and r will not stay after the siege of Badajoz. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Freneda, 14th Feb. 1812. 

I request that the persons you mention in your letter of the 10th Feb., 

viz., — — — , the sergent major des Sapeurs, and Adjudant des 

Traraux^ and — , a French miner, may be sent in charge of a 

steady non-commissioned officer, whose name I request you to let me 
know, to Estremoz, there to wait till I shall send for them.^ 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Freneda, 16th Feb. 18121, 10 a.m. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 12th. I have no objection to the 
arrangement which you propose in respect to the horse artillery, if the 
Captains of the troops of horse artillery have no objection. I am rather 
inclined to believe, however, that it would be very inconvenient to the 
horse artillery to have any persons attached to them who are not mounted. 

You will make your own arrangements on this subject respecting the 2 
troops attached to the cavalry. If you wish to attach dragoons to Ross’ 
troop, or to the troop in the Ith division, I must give orders about it. 

I have written to England respecting remount horses for the whole 
cavalry, and have recommended that they should come out at an early 
period in the season. It would be very desirable that the horse appoint- 
ments should be at Lisbon, and a sufficient number of the men at least to 
bring up the horses as they shall arrive. 

These men were afterwards employed in the new establ Ishment forming, called Sappers 
and Miners. 


G. 0. Freneda, 16th Fel> ISO?. 

1. The Commander of the Forces has frequently had occasion to notice the misconduct 
of the soldiers in destroying the bouses and other buildings in or near whicli they may be 
quartered, by burning, as fire wood, the beams and other timbers of which they are built, to 
the great inconvenience of themselves, of the soldiers of other regiments, and of the service 
in general, and to the injury of the property of the inhabitants of the country. 

2. The Commander of the Forces is concerned to have to observe, that the regiments in 
the — division of infantry have been frequently guilty of this practice. They burnt tlie 
town of Alcoentre in December, 1810; they destroyed the cantonments of the 3d division 
at Aldea da Ponte, when the army were closed up in November, 1811 ; and they have 
lately burnt the timbers in the roof of the convent of S. Francisco, to tlie great inconveni- 
ence of the service. 

3. But the troops in the — division are not alone guilty of this practice ; the Com- 
mander of the Forces has received complaints of the conduct of the Britisli soldiers on this 
subject from all parts of the country ; and very recently the troops, on their passage through 
Coimbra to the army, have burnt the timber of the convent which was allotted for their 
accommodation. 

4- Experience has shown, that when the non-commissioned officers, and particularly the 
officers of regiments, do their duty, these crimes cannot be committed. It is impossible 
that a soldier, or any number of soldiers, can take down the large beams of the roof of a 
convent, or even of a house, and burn them, without the knowledge of the non-commis- 
sioned officers of their companies, and even of the officers, if the latter do their duty, and 
attend to their men as they ought, not upon the parade only, but in their quarters, at various 
hours of the day and night. By this attention on the part of the officers, the authority of 
the non-commissioned officers would be maintained, and they would be obliged to exert if 
And as the soldiers would be prevented from committing the irregularities and crimes whicn 
render punishment necessary, the necessity for these would be avoided. 

5. The Commander of the Forces now declares his intention, of ordering, that when any 
building shall be destroyed by the soldiers of the army, it shall be repaired, and the expense 
of the repairs shall be cliarged against the subsistence of the regiment or detachments which 
shall be quartered in or near the building whith shall have been destroyed, 
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1 am glad to find you are getting on well with forage. I will speak to 

the Commissary Gen. about tke full ration of corn. 

I have ordered Hervey and Slade to begin their march, to go very slow, 
and to halt, if possible, every second day; the 4th dragoon guards not to 
move. I shall move the 5th dragoon guards soon into the Alentejo, in order 
to make room for the other troops on their march ; and Gen. Le Marchant’s 
brigade will be the first assembled. The Germans are ordered to San- 
tarem, and will come up to Golegao. 

P.S. I shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire Capt— 
to write his letters to the Q. M. G. in a legible hand. I am obliged to get 
them copied before I can decide upon what he reports. 

To the Juiz de Fora at Niza. Fieneda, 16di Feb. 1812. 

I have been informed that a person, by name who had been con- 

fined in the gaol of Niza, in irons, and who I had directed might be sent 
to the head quarters of the Portuguese army, to he tried by the special 
Commission, for purchasing forage from the artillerymen of Gen. Hill’s 
corps, has escaped from the gaol, although he was in irons. I know per- 
fectly well what that means, and that no individual could escape from 
gaol if the magistrates and gaolers did their duty. 

I desire that, immediately upon the receipt of this letter, the gaoler 
who allowed this person to escape may be put in confinement in the gaol, 
preparatory to his trial; and if that is not done, I must adopt other mea- 
sures to insure the due execution of the laws. 

To Gen. Victoria. Freneda, 16th Feb. 1812. 

I have the honor to inform you that I propose to lay siege to Badajoz at 
an early period in next month ; and I beg that, without loss of time, you 
will give directions that the fascines, and gabions, and pickets, mentioned 
in the enclosed paper, may be prepared under the direction of the officer 
of engineers who made those for the last siege. The persons who will 
make them will he paid for each gabion , for each fascine 40, for each 
picket reisi and the same sum for each will he paid for bringing 
them to Elvas, provided they are brought there by the 4th of next 
month. 

In order to deceive the enemy regarding the application of these mate- 
rials, in case they should hear of their being made, I request that they 
maybe lodged near the new work which is constructing near FortS. 
Lucia ; but I particularly request that you will use your cavalry to pre- 
vent all persons, excepting those who will have a passport from Senhor 
Col. Brito, from passing the frontier, or from crossing the Guadiana 
between the junction of the Caya and Jurumenha, in order that the 
enemy may not hear of our preparations. 

P.S. 1800 fascines, 6 feet long, and 1 foot thick; 

1800 gabions, 3 feet long, exclusive of points, and 1 foot 6 inches 
in diameter ; 

1500 fascines, 4 feet long, and 6 inches thick; 

2000 fascine pickets, 4 feet long. 
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To Col. de Brito Moziiiho. Freneda, I6tli Feb. 1812. 

I enclose a letter for Gen. Victoria, which I beg you to peruse and 
deliver to him, 

I beg you to suggest to him the mode of performing the service therein 
directed in the best manner, and at the same time of keeping the design I 
have in contemplation secret from the enemy as long as possible. 

To Gen. Don Carlos de Espana. Freneda, I6th Feb. 1812, 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 13th 
inst, in regard to the wants of provisions by the garrison which your Ex- 
cellency intends to place in Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I would beg your Excellency to advert to what has passed upon this 
subject. 

1st; This place having been taken by the British army, I have given 
it over, with all it contains, to the Spanish government. 

2dly; I have placed in it a reserve of 50,000 rations of provisions, 
which, in addition to the quantity found in the place when it was taken 
by the British army, amounts to 70,000 rations of provisions, which it 
is agreed are not to be touched till the place shall be invested by the 
enemy, 

3dly ; The breaches in the place are under repair, and various im- 
provements are making to the works of the place, of which lam not only 
defraying the expense, but the British soldiers are performing the 
labor. And, 

4thly and lastly; Your Excellency calls upon me to supply provisions 
for the garrison to be in the place, for 5 months to come, having 
already, as you know, a large army under my command to be supplied 
with every necessary, to be drawn from the sea. 

I mention these circumstances in this form, in order to bring under the 
eye of your government the state of this important place, and the 
manner in which it is thrown upon the resources of the army under my 
command ; and that they and the world may see what is the real nature of 
the contest in which we are engaged, and what are the difficulties which 
are thrown upon me, in consequence of the neglect to adopt proper mea- 
sures to supply the wants of the Spanish troops. 

1 have now the honor to enclose an order to the storekeeper of the 
British magazine at S. Joao da Pesqueira to supply to your Excellency, 
when you shall send for it, 156,000 IbA of biscuit, and 25,000 lbs. of rice. 
The biscuit, at a pound for each ration, ought to last for 2 months ; the 
rice is all of that description that is in store. 

I beg to observe to your Excellency that I can supply no meat, nor 
bacalhao : we have none in our stores, not being the rations of the British 
troops. 

To Don F. X. Castanos. Freneda, 16th Feb, 1812. 

I have perused with attention the letter from Gen. Giron of the 14th 
inst., which your Excellency did me the honor of putting into my hands 
yesterday. 

When a great operation, such as the siege of Badajoz, is to be under- 
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taketij it woTild be most desirable that ail the troops which the allies can 
bring forward sbonld be employed in it, either immediately or in protect- 
ing it, as we may depend upon it that the enemy will employ all that they 
can collect to interrupt it For several reasons, into which it is not 
necessary now to enter, those composing the 5th army, adverted to by 
Gen. Giron, and those under the command of Gen. Ballesteros, cannot be 
employed either in the operations of the siege of Badajoz, or directly in 
protecting those operations; and it remains to be seen in what manner 
they can be employed, so as to divert the attention and forces of the 
enemy from the measures which it must be expected they will adopt to 
ii terrupt the siege of Badajoz. 

The army of the south, under the command of Soult, is the nearest, is 
that which has most interest in the preservation of Badajoz, and is that 
which has it in its power, from local circumstances, to make the move- 
ments most likely to interrupt the siege of Badajoz by the allies. If, 
therefore, the troops of the 5th army, and those under the command of 
Gen. Ballesteros, cannot from circumstances be employed in aiding or 
protecting the operations of the siege, it would be most expedient that 
they should be employed in operations which should divert the attention 
of the enemy in some degree from those troops of the allies so engaged ; 
and at all events should produce some benefit to the country. 

It is my opinion that the most interesting point in Andalusia for the 
enemy is Seville, and that they cannot maintain the blockade of Cadiz if 
they should lose possession of that point only for one day, whatever may 
be the result of the intended operation against Badajoz. I have therefore 
^ written to His Majesty’s minister at Cadiz, to suggest that Gen. Balleste- 

jf! ros should he reinforced and equipped from the stores of Cadiz or Gib- 

^ raltar, in such a manner as to enable him to move upon Seville, in case 

the enemy should weaken their force in that city. 

It is my opinion that the employment of the troops under the command 
of Gen. Morillo, and of the cavalry under the Conde de Penne Villemur, 
in the Condado de Niehla, on the same object, would have the effect of 
still further drawing the enemy’s attention from the allies engaged in the 
siege of Badajoz ; and, on the principle above referred to, would he the 
operation in which they could be employed in which, at the moment, they 
would render most service to the cause. 

I have now considered this question solely in reference to the siege of 
Badajoz, which is the great operation of the moment; but whether it 
should succeed or should fail, it appears to me that the troops above 
mentioned would be equally favorably situated for the plan which must 
be pursued thereafter. 

In regard to the transfer of these troops to Castille, I would beg leave to 
observe to your Excellency: 

1st; That it appears that the enemy are fortifying the principal posts 
on the Tormes and the Bouro; and your Excellency is aware that neither 
the troops of the 5th army, nor those of the 6th army, can be equipped in 
such a manner as to be able to obtain possession of any of these posts. 
They would therefore only enter the country in order to quit it again 
when the enemy should return in force; and they could not by any pos.. 
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Bible chance aid in any manner, even by diversion, in the great operation 
which is now in contemplation. 

2dly ; I would observe to your Excellency, that from this time till the 
end of April all operations are impracticable for either party in Castille. 
The enemy can’t attack Ciudad Rodrigo ; neither could the troops under 
the command of your Excellency perform any operation in which they 
should be obliged to cross the Tormes, more particularly as the enemy 1 
have fortified all the essential posts on that river, and rendered their attain- i 
ment hopeless. 

3dly ; I would beg to observe to your Excellency, that weak as is Don 
Carlos de Espaha’s division, he has not the means of supporting it. One 
battalion of 800 men is, and has been fbr several months, supported by me 
at Torre de Moncorvo ; and Don Carlos has called upon me to supply with ? 
provisions, for 5 months, 2600 men, which he proposes to place in the i 
garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, besides the reserve of provisions for the gar- * 
rison in case of attack. How then can, your Excellency expect to supply 
the troops of the 5th army when you bring them to this part of the i 
country? I assure you that the British magazines can’t afford them ? 
support. j 

On every ground, then, of the advantage to be derived from the opera- 
tions of the troops of the 5th army in the great operation which we are 
about to undertake, of the state of the seasons, and of the difficulties of 
subsistence, I would recommend that the troops of the 5th army should 
be sent into the Condado de Niebla : of course your Excellency is the best 
judge what ought to be done. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, I7tb Feb. 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose the only intelligence which I have received since yesterday. 
You will see that the 1st and 4th divisions of the ^Armie de PortugaV are : 
on the left of the Tagus. 

The mail is come to the 31st. 

Alava arrived at Cadiz on the 29th, in the morning. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General, Freneda, 18th Feb. 1812.* 

I enclose a regulation on means of transport in Portugal, which I 
request may be strictly observed by the officers of the British com- 
missariat. 

* Gen. Viscount Wellington was created an Earl on the 18th Feb. 1812. 


G. O. Freneda, 17th Feb. 1812. 

3. * * 

For desertion to the enemy, and being taken on the assault aiid capture ol die garrison of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, on the evening of the 19th Jan. 1812. 

Sentence : To be shot to death, at such time and place as his Excellency the Com- 
mander of the Forces may be pleased to direct. "Which sentence has been confirmed by 
his Excellency the Commander of the Forces. 

4. The prisoners will be sent to their regiments, and the Commander of the Forces will 
send orders respecting the execution of their sentences. 

5. Till further orders, the rolls of the — ca^adores are to he called every hour j all ofEcers 
attending : and if the officers do not discover the men who have committed the clisgr-arefuL 
outrages which have been reported of that battalion, the Commander of tlie Forces will turn 
the — cayadores out of the army under his command. 
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To Lieut. Gen. Graliam. Freneda, ISth Feb. 1812, 9 a.m, 

I eBclose a letter from Lieut. Blanckley. 

Marmont appears to be spreading his army a good deal. 

Some of our concerns to the south are going on well : I am not quite so 
certain of others. Those to whom I was ^ obliged to have recourse to get 
the ordnance I wanted seem to be of opinion that there is no more occasion 
for precision in the fire of artillery in a siege than there is in an action at 
■ae'a'!. ' 

I hear from Gen. Campbell that he is getting on well. I have desired 
that he might be told that he might give leave at Lisbon to any of his 
young men who would return by the 4th March. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 18th Feb. 1812. 

I have received the translation of the regulation of the m^ns of trans- 
port in the Kingdom, which I have perused, and as far as depends upon 
me it shall be carried into execution. 

I observe, however, that although many important alterations have been 
made in the regulation since it was first submitted for my opinion, only 
one of those which I suggested has been made, viz., that by which 200 
reis for each cart supplied should be given to the magistrates; and I am 
convinced that this regulation, in its existing state, will be, as it is evidently 
intended by the government to be, as ineffectual for the purpose of carry^ 
ing on the war, as the former regulations on the same subject. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 18th Feb. 1812, 

1 have received your letter of the 14th, regarding Baron — — . As 
well as I can recollect, you have an order from the Sec. of State to have 
that person closely observed. It is impossible to recollect every thing, 
hut I have a distinct recollection of our being directed to be on our guard 
respecting tbis person. 

Let the Portuguese government do with him what they please, except- 
ing to set him at large. 

P.S. I find that the letter which I received respecting Baron — was 
from Col. Torrens, written at the desire of the Duke of Brunswick, Let 
him he detained by all means. 

It is very desirable that you should send me some more of the transla- 
tions of the regulations regarding means of transport. 

To Lieut. Gen. Grabam. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812, 9 a. m. 

I enclose a letter from Lieut. Blanckley, from which it appears that 
the 6th division only are in the valley of the Tagus, and the 2d about 
AviK I likewise enclose a letter from the Junta de Avila, from which 
you will see how the 6th division are cantoned. All the corps mentioned 
belong to that division. 

I likewise enclose a letter of the 3d from our old correspondents at 
Salamanca, and one of the 6th from another person. It appears from the 
latter, as well as from a letter which I have from Silveira, that Bonet has 
certainly evacuated Asturias, at least with part of his troops. 

There are also papers of news from Tordesillas, Valladolid, and Madrid. 
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From the whole of these papers I have a tolerable notion of the position 
of 5 of the 8 divisions under Marmont’s command, viz., Bonet, at La 
Bafieza ; Souham, Zamora; the 3d division, Maucune, Salamanca, Toro, 
&c. (the 31 St and 41th belong to this division); the 2d division, Clausel, 
Avila; the 6th division, Brenier, Talavera. I don’t know where the 
1st, 4th, and 5th are, but I should think the 5th are about Benavente, 
where Silveira tells me the enemj are in force ; and the 1st and 4th in 
the rear, probably Medina del Campo, and the back parts of Castille. 

You will see also that the Guards and other troops of the army of the 
north have marched from Valladolid, but they had assembled in large force 
to relieve Giudad Rodrigo. 

I send you two papers from Tordesillas and Madrid, marked >1 , which 
contain some details not in the first mentioned. You will see how the 
matter stands respecting Soria. 

1 am just going over to Giudad Rodrigo to see how our works are going 
on, and shall return to-morrow. 

A packet has arrived at Lisbon, but we have not yet received the mail. 

To Lieut Gen. Graham. Freneda, 19& Feb. 1812. 

I enclose you some news from Madrid, Talavera, and Toledo, a very 
interesting letter from Grant, and one from giving an account of 

the force of the 2d division. It is stated to he much stronger than we 
before supposed it; and I write to - — — to request Mm to endeavor to/ 
account for its strength by regiments. I likewise enclose a letter from 
my brother, and one from Gen. Cooke. That referred to by my brother 
is one in which he informs me that the Cortes had made me a Grandee, 
which I keep to send to England. 

I recommended that Ballesteros should he made as strong as possible, 
and should he equipped to strike at Seville, when Soult should move 
against us. 

P.S. I enclose an English newspaper of the 9th, in which you will see 
the capitulation of Valencia. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, Freneda, 19tb Feb. 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from the Mariscal 
de Campo, Don Carlos de Espana, in regard to the wants of the garrison 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, and the copy of my answer,* which I beg you to lay 
before the Spanish government. 

It is very desirable that measures should be adopted to supply Don 
Carlos de Espana with money. 

I likewise enclose the copy of a letter from Gen. Giron to Capt. Gen. 
Castanos, which the latter put into my hands some days ago, regarding 
the plan of operations to he adopted in the month of March, and my 
answer, t which I likewise request you to lay before the Spanish govern* 
ment. 

To the Rt Hon. H. Wellesiey. Freneda, 19tb Feb. 18l2i 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s dispatch of the 
See p. 515. f See p. 615. 
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31st Jan., in which yon have enclosed a letter of the 29th, from the Sec. 
of State, Don E. de Bardaxi, in which that minister, has conveyed to 
the officers and troops under my command, and to myself, the thanks of 
the Gortes for the services which they had rendered to the cause in the 
taking of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

I beg that you will request the Sec. of State to adopt the most respectful 
mode of assuring that august assembly, that the officers and soldiers under 
my command are highly sensible of the distinguished honor which has 
thus been conferred upon them, by the approbation expressed by the 
Gortes of their services; and I trust that by a zealous discharge of our 
duty, and by our exertions in the good cause in which we are engaged, we 
shall continue to merit the approbation of the Cortes. 

To tliu Et. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freueda, lOth Feb. 1812. 

Besides the letter from the Sec. of State, Don E. de Bardaxi, of the 29th 
Jan., to which I have replied in another dispatch, your Excellency en- 
closed one in your dispatch of the 31st Jan,, from the same minister, of 
that date, in which his Excellency enclosed the decree of the Cortes, 
passed at the recommendation of the Regency, by which the Cortes have 
created me a Grandee of Spain, and Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo.* 

I have transmitted this letter and its enclosure to England, to be laid 
before H.R.H. the Prince Regent, acting in the name and on the behalf 
of His Majesty, and have requested His Royal Highness’ permission to 
accept the honors which the Cortes and Regency of Spain have been pleased 
to confer upon me. 

In the mean time, I beg you to request the Sec. of State to convey to 
the Cortes and the Regency my respectful acknowledgments for the favor 
with which they have viewed the services of the officers and troops under 
ray command, and for the high honors conferred upon me, by which they 
have marked their sense of these services. 

To tbe Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. , Fmiedla, 19tb Feb. 1812. 

You will see from my dispatch of this day, &c., what is going on. I 
think it proper, however, besides, to send you a very curious pap6r, which 
I received last night from Gen. Casta hos. He some time ago sent me 
word that he requested I would supply his head quarters with provisions, 
as he had none, to which I consented. Shortly afterwards he fixed him- 
self in Ciudad Rodrigo, although I particularly desired that Ciudad 
Rodrigo might he considered solely a place de guerre^ and that nobody 
might go there excepting the garrison. When I was thei'e the other 
day to see the works, I found that his head quarters were drawing 
from the commissariat of our 5th division, which were working there, 
290 rations, besides 180 rations which another party of tliem were drawing 
from Fuentes de Ouoro. At this time there were no Spanish troops in 
Ciudad Rodrigo. I sent O’Lawlor over to remonstrate upon this extra- 
vagant waste at a place where it is very inconvenient to give any thing, 
and I enclose the papers which he brought me back. 

From this you will see how these matters go on. Extravagant as we 
are, there is no officer with us who draws more than one ration, the same 
* See Appendix, No. XJX. 
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as a soldier. He besides draws a ration for every servant not a soldier. 
Just observe, that for 123 artillerymen and 22 pioneers, making 145 
troops, and some of the staff of the garrison, the Spaniards draw 269 
rations ! each ofScer drawing 3, 5, 6, 7, and as far as 16 rations ! 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812. 

Since I addressed your Lordship on the 12th inst, I have received in- 
telligence that the ist and 4th divisions of the ‘ Armee de Portugal* and 
part of Gen. Montbrun’s cavalry, as well as the 6th division, are on the 
Tagus, in the neighbourhood of Talavera de la Reyna and Toledo. 

It is certain that Gen. Bonet evacuated the Asturias at the time I re- 
ceived the reports that he had done so in January, and I understand that 
he suffered considerably in this operation, as well from the effects of the 
weather as from the operations of a detachment of the army of Galicia, 
and of Gen. Porlier’s troops. 

No movement of importance has been made by” any of the troops 
composing the \ Armie de Portugal* since I addressed you on the 12th 
inst. 

The reports which had been in circulation throughout Spain, that 
Valencia had not fallen on the 9th Jan., as stated in the enemy’s gazettes, 
have been contradicted, and no doubt is now entertained of that misfor- 
tune. It is reported that Marshal Suchet, having left a garrison of 8000 
men in Valencia, had marched in the end of January to the relief of Tar- 
ragona. The report that that place has fallen still prevails, but I have 
received no confirmation of it on which I can rely. 

There is no doubt that the guerrilla chiefs had possession of the town 
of Soria, as stated in my dispatch of the 12th inst. ; but the French troops 
retired to the castle, which the guerrillas could not take, and the latter 
afterwards evacuated the town. 

These parties continue to increase, and their operations become every 
day more important. Saornil has lately interrupted the communications 
of the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ in Upper Castille, near Medina del Campo, 
and he took about 100 prisoners near that town ; and the party of Cuesta 
attacked a body of French infantry, which crossed the Tietar, and obliged 
them to retire with considerable loss. 

My l^st letters from Cadiz are of the 31st Jan. The enemy was making 
no movement of importance on that side. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812. 

I enclose a paper which has been sent to me by Major Dachenhausen, 
who was lately recommended to me by your Lordship, at the instance, 
I believe, of Gen. Gwyn. I know nothing of the plan it contains; but 
I have thought it proper to send it to your Lordship as it has been sent 
to me. 


To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 19th Feb. 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a dispatch from Mr. V^ellesley 
of the 31st Jan., enclosing two letters from the Sec. of State, Don E. de 
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Bardaxi; one of the 29th Jan. conveying a vote of thanks of the Cortes 
to the officers and troops nnder my command for their conduct at the 
taking of Ciudad Bodrigo ; the other of the 31st Jan. from the same 
minister, enclosing a decree of the Cortes, passed at the recommendation 
of the Regency, by which the Cortes have created me a Grandee of 
Spain of the first class, and Bnque de Ciudad Rodrigo, 

I hog your Lordship will lay these letters before H.R.H. the Prince 
Regent, and will request His Royal Highness’ permission for me to accept 
the honors conferred upon me by the Cortes and Regency of Spain, 

To tbe Rarl of Liverpool, Freneda, 19th Feb. 1813. 

I received by the last post your letter marked ‘ secret,’ of the 24th Jan. 
All my arrangements preparatory to the attack of Badajoz are in train, 
and, I believe, getting on well; some of the troops have marched for the 
Alentejo, and others will follow soon; and I intend to go myself the last, 
as I know that my removal from one part of the country to the other will 
be the signal for the enemy that the part to which I am going is to be 
the scene of active operations. The train which you proposed to send 
will not be in time, but it is as well that we should have it, in case of 
accidents. I am not unprovided with some means of a good description 
for this enterprise. The weather has latterly favored us wonderfully. 

Pray let us have plenty of horses for cavalry and artillery, and the 
reinforcements for our infantry, as early as you can. If we should suc- 
ceed at Badajoz, I propose to push our success early in the year as far as 
I can. I enclose the morning state. 

Mr, Perceval has told me that I should receive a letter from you on 
another subject, which has not yet reached me. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Freneda, 30th Feb. 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose a letter from ,and its enclosure, which I believe is from 

the Portuguese . 

De Lancey has a letter from Offeney, stating that Foy had marched 
with a detachment by the Puerto de San Vicente on Guadalupe ; but he 
had returned one march. He had not been able to bring either cannon 
or carriages; and I think that this was a reconnaissance to see whether 
they could communicate with the 5th corps by that route. There is a 
report that they were repairing the roads in that direction. 

There is nothing new on this side. I am going to Ciudad Rodrigo 
to-morrow. 

TTie A*G, to Major Gen, the Hon, C. Colmlle, 4ith division, 2IstFeb. 1813. 

In consequence of your report, which I have laid before the Commander of the 
Forces this morning, it is his Fxcellency’s pleasure that the order for the roll being 
called m the 7th ca9adores every hour should be discontinued. 

The J.G, to Capt. Afeacham, Ahrantes, 21st Feb. 1813. 

^In r<^ly to your letter of the 18th inst., and enclosures from Lieut. Col. Stewart, 
of the Buffs, I am directed to inform you that you have nothing to say, as Com- 
mandant, to the articles of deceased men ; they are in the Purveyor’s stores, and 
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should ho sold hf auction, or sent to Gommanding officers of corps under his orders. 
The Lieut. CoL of the Buffs has likewise no concern with the arms and accoutre- 
ments, blit the arrangement should be carried into effect. Lastly, it is your duty 
to obey the G. O. on the subject of necessaries, Src., and you are not to mind 
complaints. 

To ' — - Freneda, 22d Feb. 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 20th. I shall he glad to keep up the 
correspondence which you mention with Navalmoral, and request you to 
let me know what will be the expense. 

I observe what you have said in your letter of the strength of the 2d 
division in the province of Avila, and you will observe how inconsistent 
that account, which I believe to be true, is with the accounts which you 
before gave of the total strength of the ^Armee dePortugaV I now 
enclose a list of the divisions and of their Generals, and of the regiments 
of the ‘ Armee de Portugal^ including the divisions of Gens. Souham 
and Bonet, and the cavalry. I request you to inquire how many battalions 
there are in each of those named regiments at present, and how many 
men present under arms in each battalion, and where each battalion is ; 
the name of the Colonel of each regiment, and of the chief of each 
battalion ; how the regiments are classed in brigades, and the names of 
the General officers commanding brigades. You need not be in a hurry 
about getting this information, hut you will consider it to be an object 
on which I want to have accurate information, and you will get it for me 
as soon as you can with convenience. 

P. S. 23d Feb. Since writing the above, I have received your second 
letter of the 20th. As the money has been paid by your direction to the 
person who wrote the letter you enclosed, it shall be refunded by me, but 
in future you must not disburse such large sums without my orders. I 
had determined that I would give that person no more money, as he is of 
no use whatever. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Freneda, 22d Feb. 1812. 

I enclose an extract from the G. O. of the army, containing the pro- 
ceedings and sentence of a General Court Martial, of which Col. Inglis 

is President, on the trial of Lieut. , of the — rcgt., on a complaint 

of the master of the ‘ Golden Lion’ hotel at Lisbon. 

At the same time I enclose an extract of the minutes of the evidence, 
containing the testimony of Lieut. Wright, 36th regt., showing the treat- 
ment which the officers of the British army receive in that house. 

Notwithstanding that I have confirmed and put into execution the sen- 
tence of the General Court Martial on Lieut. , I must say that the 

officers of the British army have, and particularly Lieut. -- — , reason to 
complain in being obliged to go to such a house as the ‘ Golden Lion,’ and 
in being obliged to submit to the insolence and ill treatment of the land- 
lord and his waiters. 

I beg you to lay these papers before the Portuguese government, and 
to make my request that the police may he directed to warn the master 
of the ‘ Golden Lion,’ and his waiters, of the necessity of behaving them- 
selves respectfully to the officers of the army* 
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To Lieut. Col. Fletclier, R.E. Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812, 9 A.yt. 

In the memorandum which you gave me on Saturday last for the 
struction of your gabions and fascines at Elvas, you inserted the dimen- 
sions of the gabions to be 3 feet high, exclusive of points, and 1 foot 6 
inches in diameter. It appears to Col. Brito, as well as to me, that this 
is a mistake ; and I beg to hear from you immediately whether you wish 
that they should be 1 foot 6, or 2 feet 6 inches in diameter. 

To Col. de Brito Mozmho. Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812. 

Since I wrote to you this morning I have heard from Fletcher ; and I 
find that he intended that the gabions should be only 1| foot in diameter ; 
but as this appears to me to be too small, I beg that they may be made 2 
feet in diameter, till you shall hear further from me. 

To Lieut. Col. Fletcber,R.E. Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812. 

I received this evening your letter of this day, by Capt. Canning. 
Probably it did not occur to you that a gabion 18 inches diameter would 
not cover a man. Every man, even the smallest, occupies 20 inches; 
and the gabion ought at least to cover him. Besides, the gabion of 
foot in diameter does not contain much more than half the solid space of 
one of 2 J feet. 

Adverting to the reasons first mentioned, I have written to Brito to 
desire that the gabions might be 2 feet in diameter; and I beg to hear 
from you before the post shall go on the morning of the 25th, whether 
you continue to think that they should be foot. 

P.S. I have just received your letter of the 23d, regarding the march 
of a company of artificers to Elvas, I have given orders, that if any 
officer applies to the Q. M. G. at Lisbon for a route to Elvas for a com- 
pany of artificers, he is to have it. But who is the officer to apply ? Who 
is to give him his orders to apply ? 

To Major Dickson, R.A. Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812. 

I received only this evening your letter of the 18th, I don’t know 
what answer you were to expect from me upon the subject of the Russian 


G. O, Freneda, 23d Feb. 1812* 

3. The Commander of the Forces having received orders to draft the 2d batt. of the 52d 
regt. intn the 1st, the following arrangement is to be made for that purpose : 

4. The private men belonging to the 2d batt. of the 52d regt., in Portugal and Spain, 
are to be drafted into the 1st batt., and are to be distributed into companies of the Ist batt., 
with the exception of men deemed at present unfit for service in the field. 

5. All men missing from the 2d batt. are to continue on the strength of the 2d batt. 

fi. The transfer is to be made immediately, and the officers commanding companies in 
the 2d batt. are to draw^ pay for their men up to the 24th inst, and are to account in the 
usual manner with the officers commanding companies in the 1st batt., to whose companies 
their men will be transferred under this order. 

7. When this transfer shall be completed, the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
staff of the 2d batt., and such private men as remain, are to proceed by route, furnished by 
the Q. M. G., to Lisbon, jareparatory to their embarkation for England. 

8. The Commander ^ of the Forces begs the 2d batt. of the 52d regt. will accept his 
thanks for their very distinguished services. Since they have been in the Peninsula tney 
have had various opportunities of displaying their gallantry and good conduct, and the 
Commander of the Forces lias had reason oii every occasion to be satisfied with their be- 
haviour. 
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18 pounders. I wrote to the Admiral to express my disappointment; but 
there was no use in writing to you. You could not mend the matter; 
and there was no use in discussing with you by letter the recourses which 
occurred to my mind to extricate us from the scrape into which we had 
got, notwithstanding all the pains I had taken to avoid it. 

I don’t know whether the Admiral will send you English guns or not. 
If he should not, we must separate carefully, and mark, the English, the 
Russian, and the Portuguese shot ; and we must use those of each nation 
in diderent batteries. The artillery officers must then calculate upon the 
windage of the different descriptions of shot in their charges, and the 
direction and elevation of their guns ; and as the shot in each battery will 
always be the same, there will not be so much difficulty in managing these 
pieces as we experienced in the last siege, under similar circumstances. 

I hope, however, that if the Admiral has them, he will send English 
18 pounders. 

To His Excjellency C. Stuart, Freneda, 23d Feb, 1812, 

I have received your letter of the 20th, and I am very sorry that any 
inconvenience should have been experienced in consequence of any order 
of mine. As, however, I am responsible for the supply of the British 
army, and of that part of the Portuguese army which is supplied by the 
British commissariat, and of that part of the Portuguese army which is not 
so supplied, it is natural that I should wish to be acquainted with the con- 
tents of our magazines before I order that any issue should be made ; and 
adverting to the amount, and the causes of the demands made upon our 
magazines since December last, it is natural that I should not allow any 
issues to be made from them without orders from the Commissary Gen., 
after consulting my opinion. 

The order which has been lately repeated to Mr. Pipon on this subject 
has been frequently given before. I am not aware of the exact terms in 
which it was lately given to Mr. Pipon ; but as Mr. Pipon was aware 
from the communication of the paragraph of my letter to you, that it was 
left to him to make the advance of the grain, or to give the drafts 
of the money, he might have ventured to begin to make the advance 
of the grain without waiting for the result of further reference to head 
quarters. I directed, however, this morning, that the answer to the refer- 
ence should be given; viz., that he was to give immediately as much of 
the grain of all descriptions as could without inconvenience be spared from 
our magazines, and the remainder of the amount of the demand when it 
should be convenient to us to spare it. I can do no more. 

I observe the attempt of Dom M. Forjaz, &c., to throw upon us the 
inconvenient consequences of wanting this grain, and not having it im- 
mediately. If they had the whole of it at this moment in their possession, 
they could not use it, excepting for sale. I will lay my life that they will 
not carry one third of the quantity from the sea coast in 6 months. 

1 know nothing about the supply of money to the military chest. I am 
very certain that the Portuguese government have, in money and kind, 
received more than their subsidy from the departments of this army in the 
last year. 
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Tim i{i Miy or Cmitiere, Cmianheira^ 23d Feb. 1812. 

The reports of the state and order in which the hospital station of Castanheira 
has been kept under your superintendence have been very satisfactory, and i have 
now to convey to you the Commander of the Forces’ orders that you do proceed 
immediately to Ceiorico, to assume the situation of Commandant at that place, 
until further orders. Capt. Poppleton will be directed to repair to Castanheira so 
soon as you arrive at Ceiorico, and you will receive from him all the necessary 
details. You will, previous to your departure, in like manner give up all official 
papers, documents, Ssc., to the next officer in seniority at Castanheira, until Gapt. 
Poppleton shall arrive. 

Memorandum to be submitted to Don F. X. Castanos. 24th Feb. 1812. 

The British army being now in march towards the Alentejo, for the 
purpose of attacking Badajoz eventually, it is desirable to consider what 
plans the enemy may follow, and what are our means of resisting them. 

1st; They may move their whole force, including the divisions of 
Souham and Bonet, into Estremadura, leaving Castille and Leon to their 
fate, as they have done heretofore; or they may move only a part of their 
force into Estremadura, leaving a part to occupy the principal points in 
those kingdoms. 

2dly; Leaving the army of the south, and the 3 divisions of the ^ Armie 
de Portugal^^ now on the Tagus, and the cavalry, to oppose the allied 
British and Portuguese army in Estremadura in the best manner they can, 
they may attack the kingdom of Galicia with the remainder of the army. 

Or, 3dly ; They may attack the frontiers of Portugal By the north of 
the Dour 0 . 

Or, 4thly; They may pass the Agueda by the fords below Ciudad 
Rodrigo, cut off the communication between Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida : 
or even pass the Coa, and cut off the communication between those places 
and the interior of the country. 

The operation which I have stated in the first instance is that which it 
is most probable the enemy will follow ; and that they will leave the divi- 
sions of Bonet and Souham to occupy the kingdoms of Castille and Leon. 

It will then become a question, what operation the troops of Galicia 
shall carry on, which must be decided by the relative force of the allies 
and of the enemy, and by the state in which the enemy shall leave the 
towns on the Douro and the Tormes which they are fortifying, and by the 
degree of equipment for attacking those works with which Gen. Ahadia 
can provide himself. 

If the enemy should adopt this supposed plan, it would he desirable not 
only that Don Carlos de Espana should take the field in Castille with all 
that he can venture to draw from the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo; but 
that Don Julian Sanchez, Saornil, and all the chiefs of parties of guer- 
rillas should co-operate with him in order to do the enemy as much 
mischief as possible, and that the troops even in Biscay should be put in 
motion. 

The Portuguese General officers north of the Douro have under their 
command of regular troops only small detachments of cavalry. These 
could not with propriety be moved to a greater distance from the Portu- 
guese frontier ; but the Portuguese General officers shall have orders to 
support with their cavalry, within reasonable limits, any offensive opera- 


FORTUGAt. 


m 

tions wMch it may be thouglit proper that Gen. Abadia should adopt in 
the case supposed. 

If the enemy should adopt the plan supposed in the second instance, the 
Portuguese General officers, Bacellar and the Conde de Amarante, shall 
have orders to do as much mischief to the enemy’s flank and rear as they 
can, at least with their cavalry, but not to push their infantry too far for- 
wards. I imagine that if Galicia should be invaded, and Gen. Abadia 
should be obliged to retreat, his line of retreat would be towards the 
frontiers of Portugal; and great care must be taken in that case, that 
the Portuguese General officers, by pushing too far into Leon, do not lose 
their communication with his right. 

If the enemy should adopt the line supposed in the third itjstance, Gen. 
Abadia would of course annoy the enemy’s flank and rear, while the Por- 
tuguese General officers would oppose them in front. 

If the enemy should adopt either of the plans supposed in the second and 
third instances, Don Carlos’ division with the guerrillas might do a great 
deal of mischief in Castille. 

If the enemy should adopt the plan supposed in the fourth instance, I 
propose to direct Gen. Bacellar to collect all the militia of the northern 
provinces of Portugal on the Coa, and to place himself in communica- 
tion with the remainder of Don Carlos de Espana’s division, which shall 
not he in the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo; and to endeavor to protect 
the magazines on the Douro and the Mondego, and to force the enemy 
into Lower Beira, if they should persevere in entering Portugal. The 
advantage which Gen. Abadia could take of this operation would like- 
wise depend upon the extent of the force which the enemy would leave 
in his front ; upon the degree to which the enemy should have fortified 
his posts on the Douro and Tormes, &c. ; and on the degree to which 
Gen. Abadia can equip himself witli artillery to attack those posts. 

If the enemy should adopt this plan, supposed in the fourth instance, 
Don Carlos would of course destroy the bridges on the Yeltes and Huelva, 
It appears to me that it would likewise be desirable to destroy that of 
Barba de Puerco ; and particularly, if the weather should he bad, the 3 
bridges at Castillejos,^ 

*** Note subsequently written by Lord at the bottom of this Memorandum. These bridges 
were not destroyed ; if they had, two days would have been gained, which would have 
been sufiicient. 

To Col. de Brito Moziiiho, Freneda, 25th Feb. 1812- 

Since I wrote to you yesterday I have received another letter from Lieut. 
Col. Fletcher, who is anxious that the interior diameter of the gabions 
should not he more than 1^ foot, and I request that they may he made 
accordingly. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 25th Feb. 1812, 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters (Nos. 50 and 52) of the 
6th and 14th inst., and that marked ‘ private’ of the 9tli inst, 

I have already in my letter of the 1st inst. stated to you my opinion re- 
garding Tarifa. I don’t think that Capt. Smith’s letter throws new light 
upon the subject The island appears still to be the principal point to 
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defend, and the easiest to be defended at a small expense, and risk of loss. 
Whether the town and the hill of Catalina can he made subservient to 
the defence of the island depends upon circumstances upon which it would 
be possible to decide only by having a local knowledge of the place. 

It is very clear to me, however, that the enemy will not attack Tarifa 
in this spring; and that you will not be called upon to furnish troops to 
garrison that place so soon as you expect. If you should be called upon 
either by the Spanish government, or by the Governor of Gibraltar, you 
must decide the question according to the suggestions which I made to 
you in my dispatch of the 15th Nov. If you should send a detachment 
from Cadiz at the desire of the Spanish government for a purpose con- 
nected with the operations of Gen. Ballesteros, I conceive that the Governor 
of Gibraltar has nothing to say to such detachment; If you should send 
one to Tarifa at the desire of the Governor of Gibraltar, or of the Spanish 
government, it is better not to discuss the question, whether the detach- 
ment shall or shall not obey the orders of the Governor of Gibraltar. He 
has occupied Tarifa permanently ; and he is about to improve the defences 
of the place, which he conceives to be under his orders. The troops sent 
to Tarifa should therefore be under his orders ; but according to all the 
rules of His Majesty’s service, the senior officer should command the 
whole. 1 have nothing to say to the division of the command of the island 
and town of Tarifa, which I conclude has been settled by the Governor 
of Gibraltar. 

I have perused the enclosures in Col Lambert’s dispatch of the 6th inst. 
I have not got Tofino’s plan of Carthagena, and I am not able to judge 
exactly of the situation of the different places referred toby Capt. Roberts. 
The hill of San Julian, however, is in every point of view a most im- 
portant post to be secured, not only by a block house, as is proposed by 
Capt. Roberts, but by a good redoubt, capable of containing a garrison of 
300 men, or even more, if the ground should be sufficiently spacious. As 
it appears that the soil is rocky, I have no objection to Capt, Roberts 
commencing by constructing the block house, which will always be an 
additional security to the redoubt; but the objects of our attention at 
Carthagena should be, not only to defend the existing works, but to secure 
the communication of the town with the sea, without which it will be im- 
possible to supply the town with provisions, &c., to last during the time 
which the works are capable of holding out, when our troops will give the 

G. O. Freneda, 25th Feb. 181 2. 

1. The Cominander of the Forces has great pleasure in communicating to the General 
officers, officers, and troops, the vote of approbation of their conduct at the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, passed by the Cortes of Spain : 

‘ Ttie General and Extraordinary Cortes, penetrated with the most lively gratitude for 
the important service which the allied army, under the orders of Gen. Lord Viscount Wel- 
lington, has performed for the Spanish nation, in the taking of Ciudad Rodrigo, have de- 
creed their thanks to that General, and the officers and troops under his command.’ 

2. The Commander of the Forces calls the attention of the officers commanding regi- 
ments to the instructions which they have recently received from the office of the A. G. in 
England, for the establishing and conducting regimental schools. 

A school is already established at Belem for the instruction of the children of the soldiers 
who are there ; but if there should be any children with the regiments, Commanding officers 
of regiments should take measures to establish the schools in the regiments, in order that the 
children may be educated when opportunities may offer. 
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example of a determined defence. It appears to me that there will be 
time to construct such works as may be necessary for this object at no 
great expense ; and I beg that they may be commenced without loss of 
time. 


To the Et. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 25th Feb. 1812. 

I received last night your letters of the 12th and 14th. The enclosures 
are very interesting. 

I think that Lacy has taken Tarragona. It is generally reported that 
he had on the 28th Jan. ; and I see by Adam’s letter that he was to attack 
the place about that time. 

It is impossible to concert operations between two bodies at such a \ 
distance as Ballesteros and I shall be. I expect to be able to invest 
Badajoz about the 10th. It may be expected that about the 14th or 15th 
Soult will receive the report, and will prepare to move to support the 
place. Ballesteros should be prepared to move on Seville at that same 
time ; and should move as soon as he shall find that the enemy have weak- 
ened their force at Seville, &c,, to such an extent as to give him a pros- 
plbt of success. He should risk nothing ; and should retire when he shall 
find that the enemy return to Seville in strength. It may be depended 
upon, that the greatest part of the army, particularly the cavalry, will be 
brought against us ; and, therefore, Ballesteros’ deficiency of cavalry in 
this expedition will not much signify. 

You will see by the letter which I gave Castanos, of which I sent you 
a copy on the 19th inst., that I have recommended that Morillo’s troops 
should be employed from the Condado de Niebla in the same manner. I 
believe, but he has not told me, that they are to be employed as I pro- 
posed. But even these troops can scarcely act in concert with Ballesteros. 
They must both act with celerity, but independently, on the same object ; 
and communicate as soon as they can. But concert at such distances is 
impossible. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 25 fh Feb, 1812. 

Since I wrote to you on the 23d, I have received the enclosed letter 
from Mr. Bissett with its enclosures, (1 , 2, and 3,) the whole of which 
I request you to return to me. From a perusal of these papers, it will be 
seen that there is not much reason to complain of us here at head quarters. 
All that I know is, that when a question comes before me, I decide it 
before the post goes out ; and always grant these demands, whether for 
money or supplies in kind, when I have before me the information to 
enable me to decide upon them. 

It appears that three demands have been made upon our stores since the 
month of December. The first demand was a rank job of the Junta de 
Viveres; but both the first and the second were granted, and the grain in 
the progress of delivery; then came a demand for money or grain, to 
which I answered by referring to Mr, Pipon for information whether it 
would be most convenient to us to give grain or money ; upon which 
letter Mr. Pipon might have acted, if there was any press for the grairu 
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In tie mean time, however, he received the Commissary Gen.’e direc- 
tions of the X6th Feb., upon which so much has been said. The direc- 
tions are very proper in themselves, and they must be obeyed, or we can’t 
carry on the service. Some inconvenience might have resulted from their 
being received at that particular moment, if there had been any press for 
the grain^ and if Mr. Pipon did not choose to act upon my letter to you. 
But it appears that there was still a remainder on the former demands, 
which Mr, Pipon had positive orders to issue ; and before we are made 
responsible for the consequence of delay, it would be very desirable that 
Senhor Cardoso should state what quantity he had in his magazines 
at Lisbon, and what quantity of conveyance he had to take any away from 
the sea coast. 

I observe in the Portuguese authorities in general a very strong desire 
to have the management of money. I wish it were in my power to 
gratify them by paying in every month the exact subsidy, and thus to 
have nothing more to say to them. But as this is not the case, I must go 
through these details; at all events, I can’t allow any demands upon the 
British departments to be complied with, unless they come in the regular, 
channel through the head of the department, with all the information on 
the subject. 

Ta Major Dicicson, R.A. Fmieda, 26th Feb. 1812. 

I have just received a letter of the 23d from the Admiral, in which he 
tells me that he has ordered to Alcacer do Sal 10 of the 18 

pounders, which are English, quite new, and he thinks will answer your 
purpose, I hope that you will take them. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 26th Feb. 1812, 

The troops of i^B^Armie de Portugal’ made no movement of 
importance since I addressed you last, excepting a reconnaissance by the 
troops under the command of Gen.' Bonet, from Benavente on Monbuey, ' 
and the Puebla de Sanabria, between the 14th and 19th inst. ; and a 
movement of the same description by the troops under Gen. Foy, from 
the neighbourhood of Talavera towards Guadalupe, through the Puerto 
de San Vicente. This last was intended, I believe, to ascertain whether 
it was practicable to march a column by that route from the Tagus to the 
Guadiana. Both have returned to their stations. 

The repairs and improvements to the works at Ciudad Eodrigo being 
in great forwardness, and the place being out of danger of being taken, 
except by regular siege, and the works of Almeida having likewise been 
repaired as far as is possible at present, and that place having again been 
restored as a fortress, I have put the troops in march towards the Alentejo, 
in order eventually to attack Badajoz. 

I have not been able to move them at the period or in the order which 
I wished; as I have been obliged to send several of the regiments, both 
British and Portuguese, to get their clothing and equipments at the sta- 
tion to which they were brought by the navigation of the river, not having 
been able to procure means of land transport to carry what was required 
to the troops. I trust, however, I shall not feel the inconvenience which 
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migEt be expected from their having been moved in a manner so con» 
trarj to every military principle. 

The last accounts which I have received from Cadiz are dated the 14th 
Inst. It appears that the newly appointed Regency are actively employed 
in equipping a body of troops to reinforce Gen. Ballesteros, and in en- 
deavors to reform the various abuses which prevail in the army. 

The troops which had been detached from the ^Armee de FortugaV 
into the kingdom of Valencia, in the end of December, under Oen, 
Montbriin, did not assist in the reduction of the city of Valencia, but 
marched upon Alicante.^ Gen. Montbrun, at the head of a detachment of 
about 5000 men, summoned this place to surrender ; and the governor 
having refused to attend to his offer, he retired on the following day. 

Marshal Suchet had left Gen. Harispe’s division in the kingdom of 
Valencia, and a small garrison in the city, and after levying a very large 
contribution, he had marched into Catalonia; and I understand that Gen, 
Lacy was obliged to raise the siege of Tarragona, 

The enemy have made no movement of importance in the south of 
Spain. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 26th Feb. 1812, 

I have the honor to enclose a copy of the dispatch which I wrote yes- 
terday to Major Gen. Cooke, in answer to his letters of the 6th and 
14th inst, copies of which I imagine he will have transmitted to your 
Lordship. 

To Major Dickson, R. A. Freneda, 27th Feb. 1812. 

I have this day received your letter of the 22d. I received a letter 
from the Admiral yesterday of the 23d, in which he informed me that he 
had sent to Alcacer do Sal ten 18 pounders, English, of the best descrip- 
tion, from tbe Naiden, I beg you to take measures to have them removed 
to Elvas, even though you should have brought up the Russian guns ; 
if they should arrive before you shall have moved the Russian guns, you 
will of course have left 10 of the Russians. 

I think you are in advance of your time ; but the equipments from 
Lisbon, &c., are behind it. 

I think it possible, from the prevalence of westerly winds for the last 
few days, that the communication between Lisbon and Setuval may have 
been stopped. I intended to have left this on the 1st, and I should have 
been at Elvas on the 6th ; but I shall not now set out till the 2d or 3d, 
at all events ; and not then, unless I should hear from you, that you are 
likely to he there, and complete on the 8th. It is very important that I 
should not quit this part of the country till the last moment ; and that 
there should be no delay after I shall arrive at Elvas. 

You say nothing about the Engineer’s stores. Col. Fletcher tells me 
that the last of them had not left Lisbon on the 19th. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Freneda, 27th Feb, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 4th inst., No. 5 ; and the allied army 
being in march for the Alentejo, with a view to the object which I com- 
*** See Appendix, No. XVI n. 
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municated to you in a former letter, I propose to set out from hence on 
the 1st March. 

I enclose the draft of a memorandum which I have given to Gen. 
Castahos, on the probable designs of the enemy during my absence from 
this frontier ; and on the plans to be adopted by the allies , and the draft 
of my instructions to Gen. Bacellar applicable to the same view of cir- 
cumstances. 

r request you to communicate to Gen. Bacellar at Lamego, as well as 
to the Conde de Amarante, all the intelligence which you may think will 
be useful to the officers. In case you should have occasion to make any 
suggestion to those officers, I beg that you will attend to the enclosed 
instructions. » 

To Gen. Bacellai. Freneda, 27th Feb. 1812. 

The allied British and Portuguese army are in march towards the pro- 
vince of Alentejo, with a view to operations to the southward; and it is 
necessary that I should convey to you instructions regarding your con- 
duct during my absence from this part of the country. 

If the enemy should diminish his force in the kingdoms of Leon and 
Castille, so as to he necessarily on the defensive, and Gen. Ahadia, from 
the province of Galicia, and the Mariscal de Campo, Bon Carlos de 
Espana, from the frontiers of Castille, should undertake any offensive 
operation against any of the French posts in those kingdoms, the Conde 
de Amarante should support the operations of Gen. Ahadia with his in- 
fantry, as far as may he consistent with the instructions which he has 
already received from Marshal the Conde de Trancoso and me, and with 
his cavalry, and that under the immediate command of your Excellency, 
to such extent as may be deemed prudent to advance them, taking care 
tliat they have a communication with, and secure retreat upon, his infantry. 

If the enemy should retain a sufficient force in Castille and Leon to he 
able to act offensively, and should attack Galicia, the Gen. Conde de 
Amarante is to impede their progress, and to do them all the mischief he 
can with his cavalry upon their left flank, and eventually their rear, sup- 
porting his cavalry by his infantry ; but he must take care not to push 
the latter too forward, or to risk its retreat upon Portugal. In proportion 
as the enemy shall advance into Galicia, and you shall find that he intends 
to establish himself in that kingdom, you will make arrangements to col- 
lect the militia of the two northern provinces of the Kingdom of Portugal 
to the northward. 

If the enemy should attack the Kingdom of Portugal by the right of 
the Douro, instead of attacking Galicia, you will make the arrangements, 
and adopt the system for their defence, ordered by the instructions of the 
Marshal Conde de Trancoso in the year 1810. If the enemy, instead of 
invading Galicia, or the Kingdom of Portugal, on the right of the Douro, 
should pass the Agueda, below Ciudad Rodrigo, and cut off the commu- 
nication Between that place and Almeida, you will collect the troops in 
the provinces of Minho, Tras os Montes, and Upper Beira, on the Lower 
Coa; and you will, as far as in your power, protect the magazines of the 
allied army on the Douro and the Mondego. 
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Both Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo are in a state of defence to insure 
them against capture by a coup de main^ and are supplied with provisions 
to last these garrisons at least during the time that the enemy could pos- 
sibly remain in the country. In case you should have occasion, under 
these instructions, to assemble the troops in Upper Beira, I hereby 
authorise you to make use of the contents of the magazines of the allied 
army at Lamego and S. Joao daPesqueira; but this authority must be 
made use of only in case of urgent necessity, as it may prove of the utmost 
detriment to the cause of the allied army, should we not have those maga- 
zines hereafter, but whatever you may use of them must be replaced 
without loss of time. 

I enclose a letter for Sir H. Douglas, who is employed with Gen. 
Abadia, in which I request that officer to give you and Gen. the Conde de 
Amarante constant intelligence of the enemy’s movements, in order to 
enable you to conform to my instructions. I likewise request Bon Carlos 
de Espaha to communicate with you constantly. 

There is a daily post now between Celorico and Lamego, and I have 
ordered one to be established between Celorico and my head quarters in 
the Alentejo, and I beg to hear from you constantly. 

To Ihe Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda, 27th Feb. 1813. 

I have the honor to enclose the draft of a memorandum which I have 
sent to Gen. Castahos and his answer, being a report to his Excellency 
from Gem Giron, the chief of the Staff, on the probable plans of the 
enemy in this part of the Peninsula, and the measures to be adopted by 
the allies, upon the march of the allied British and Portuguese army under 
my command to the south of the Tagus. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 29th Feb. 1812. 

I request that, upon the receipt of this letter, you will give directions 
that Lieuts. Pitts, Jones, and Vetch, officers of the Royal Engineers, and 
30 of the company of Artificers, trained to sapping, may embark and pro- 
ceed tQ Villa Real, and proceed thence, according to the enclosed route, 
to Elvas. 

The Commissary Gen. will take measures to have these officers and 
men provided on their march. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Freneda, 29th Feb. 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 16th inst, No. 53, 
enclosing observations by Lieut. Col. Duncan, upon one of the 7th Jan., 
which I had addressed to you. 

Notwithstanding that I hope the lines of the Isla, and the other fortifi- 
cation depending on Cadiz, will never fall into the hands of the enemy, 
I am not satisfied by Lieut Col. Duncan’s observations, that the informa- 
tion which I desired might be sent to the Sec. of State, cannot or ought 
not to become matter of professional calculation, because it is the Colonel’s 
opinion that the supply of ammunition * should be without bounds or that 
the government have not a right to require from me and yourself, and we 
from the officers placed under us, such professional information as will 
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emble tlxem to determine wbetber it is best for Great Britaiti to maintain 
tbe foundries at Cadiz, or to send from tbence tbe articles wliicli these 
foundries might be expected to supply, if worked at the expense of Great 
Britain. 

Accordingly, I request you again to call Lieut. Col. Duncan’s attention 
to the information required in my letter of the 7th Jan, If Lieut Col. 
Duncan cannot or will not make the calculations required, I must and will ; 
and whether he or I make them, I shall consider myself responsible that 
the works at the Isla and Cadiz are sufficiently supplied for any defence 
they can be required to make, if they should be supplied according to the 
calculations which will he sent to England under my orders of the 7th Jan. 

In order to enable me to make the calculations which I have required 
(and which Lieut. Col. Duncan has declined to make, there being yet no 
answer from the Commanding officer of Engineers), I request to have a 
return of the number of pieces of ordnance, stating of what calibres, in 
the several works in the Isla, including the Caraccas, on the Isthmus and 
in Cadiz, specifying the measurement of the nation according to which the 
calibre is calculated. 

Of course you understand that the work at the Spanish foundries is to 
continue tiL the government shall have decided whether they will defray 
the expense or send from England the materials manufactured. 

To tlie Rt. Hon. H, Wellesley. Freneda, 29th Feb. 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th inst., enclosing 
one from Don Jose Pizarro, in regard to the wants of the place of Ciudad 
Eodrigo ; and I heg that you will inform the Spanish government that I 
had already adopted the following measures for the security of that im- 
portant place : 

The breaches in the fausse braie wall have been rebuilt, and the re- 
building of those in the main wall is in progress ; and in the mean time 
these breaches have been repaired in such a manner as to he out of danger 
of being carried by a coup de main, 

"Various improvements have been made in the works of the place, and 
in concurrence with the opinion of his Excellency Gen. Castahos, and the 
Spanish engineers, good works have been constructed on the teson of San 
Francisco, from which the place can he attacked with the greatest advan- 
tage ; by which works the teson is secured at least till they will be carried. 
They are so respectable that they cannot he taken, excepting by a regular 
attack. 

Works are in progress for the improvement of the convents in the 
suburbs of San Francisco ; and a redoubt is in progress to the south of 
that suburb, which will add to the security of the place on that side. 
These works have been performed by the allied British and Portuguese 
troops, with the assistance of some Spanish troops in the last week, and 1 
have paid all the expense ; and I have this day left in the hands of the 
governor, Brig. Gen. Vives, the sum of 12,000 dollars, to defray the ex- 
pense of completing, according to the plan settled, the works which have 
been commenced, some of which are in a defensible state, and all in a 
considerable degree of progress. The total expense which will have been 
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incurred, iBcltiding the sum of 12,000 dollars above mentioned, amounts 
to about £4500 sterling. 

I liave the Honor to enclose states of the ordnance, military and Engi- 
neer's stores in the place, besides which, I have ordered there 500 barrels 
of gunpowder from Almeida, which will be thrown in immediately ; and 
I have sent there 355,000 rounds of musket ammunition. 

I have likewise the honor to enclose states of the provisions and medical 
stores in the place, and of those which I have lodged in it. I have since 
ordered there 15,000 rations of biscuit, and 5500 lbs. of salt meat, 6000 lbs. 
of salt fish, and 25,000 lbs of rice. Reckoning the garrison, therefore, at 
3000 men, it has already in it provisions for one month. Your Excellency 
will besides have seen in my correspondence with Don Carlos de Espaha, 
forwarded in my dispatch of the 19th inst , the measures which had been 
adopted to place at the disposal of Don Carlos de Espana provisions for the 
garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo for 2 months. 

If other means should not have been found to supply tbe garrison 
before these 2 months shall have expired, I will endeavor to adopt fur- 
ther measures to supply their wants. 

To tbe Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Freneda,29th Feb. 1813. 

I have received your letter of the 29th. It is impossible for me to send 
a regiment of cavalry to Gibraltar. Considering what T have upon my 
hands, I doubt whether I have as much cavalry as I shall require, not- 
withstanding that I have a good deal. 

If I were to send a regiment to Gibraltar, it would be under the orders 
of the governor, to whom I have nothing to say. Any arrangement, 
therefore, that is made on this subject, must he by the King’s government. 

If I could send a regiment to Gibraltar, and could dispose of it when 
there, I should doubt (between ourselves) the expediency of placing it 
under the command ojf Ballesteros. It is very desirable that he should 
succeed, hut one regiment of cavalry will not do much for him one way 
or other ; and having seen the mode in which the Spaniards use their 
cavalry, and knowing how Ballesteros used some of our hussars, when he 
had the disposal of them for a moment, I should he desirous of avoiding 
to trust a regiment to his disposal. The expense of a regiment of cavalry 
at Gibraltar will be enormous ; and as far as I have any knowledge of the 
scene of its operations, the Sierra de Ronda, the expense of maintaining 
it in the field still greater. And I doubt its being of much use, even 
under the best management. The fact is, that the French have so much 
cavalry, that unless great masses can he brought against them, it is 
almost useless, and is very expensive and hurthensome, to have more than 
enough for the common duty of the outposts. 

I give no credit to the shells going 5000 toisesy which is more than 6 
miles. But the French may certainly have improved upon the mortar, so 
as to make it throw farther than it did before. It may be depended upon 
that their efforts in this way are so very expensive that they will he very 
weak, and our success, or Ballesteros’ at Seville, will put an end to 
them entirely. 
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To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 29tli Feb. 181% 

I have received your letter of the 2Bth, coBtaining certain queries from 
the Superintendent of^he Police, on the mode of carrying into execution 
the law in regard to numhering the means of transport at Lisbon; and I 
acknowledge that among my other avocations I did not know that I was 
the interpreter of the meaning of the Portuguese regulations. 

The object of the law is to number the means of transport, in order to 
be able to get at them for the service of the army ; and the first question 

is, whether those are to be numbered which are kept by the officers of the 
British army, and by those employed by the British army at Lisbon. 
Those officers are allowed certain sums to buy the animals which are 
deemed necessary to enable them to perform their duty, and they are 
allowed forage to feed them ; and then the magistrate, who is to execute 
this law, asks, are these animals to be numbered, in order to facilitate 
their being taken for the service of the army (they being already 
employed in the service of the army) ; and the minister supports the 
notion of taking them by proposing that the whole should be numbered 
and registered ! 

I will not insult Dom M. Forjaz by asking whether he numbers Car- 
doso’s horses and his own, and Marshal Beresford’s, and Adm. Berkeley’s, 
because I conclude that if he numbers those belonging to the officers of 
one nation, he does the same to the officers of the other ; but I would beg 
to ask him, whether the horses of the cavalry which may be at Lisbon, 
and of the police guard, are to be numbered and registered under the 
law ? If the horses and animals in one branch of the public service are 
not considered liable to be numbered and registered, why should those in 
another? 

I should suppose that the law is intended to apply to the horses and 
animals and means of transport, the property of individuals, not kept for 
the public service. 

As for Dom M. Forjaz’s plan of first registering these animals, and 
then excusing them from service, I know enough of the mode of execut- 
ing a law in Portugal, to protest against it. It will give rise to constant 
disputes, and will tend to increase the disunion which is growing fast 
between the two nations, notwithstanding every effort of mine to prevent 

it. It will besides afford ample ground for the evasion of the law by the 
magistrates. 

To the second query, I answer that if any body, whether English or 
Portuguese, whether in the service of the array or not, keep means of 
transport which he is not required to keep by orders of the army, and for 
which he is not allowed forage by the regulations of the service, such 
horses and means of transport should be liable to the law for means of 
transport. 

I don’t understand the third question. If it medns the boats belonging 
to the King’s transports and store ships, &c., I heg to refer you to my 
answer to the first query for my opinion upon it. If that is not satisfac- 
tory, Dom M. Forjaz had better settle that matter with the British Admiral 
on the station. 
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If I liad any mfltience with the Portuguese govemmeBt, I should re- 
commend that the person who framed these queries should he dismissed 
from his station. He certainly does not mean to carry into execution the 
transport laws, and he is not the person who should be at the head of the 
police in these times. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Freneda, 1st Marcb, 1812. 

I have omitted to reply to your letter of the 28 th Nov., containing your 
opinion and that of Capt. Sir G. Collier on the comparative merits of 
the Bayona islands, and of the island of Aroza, as points to he occupied 
by the British government. 

I had yesterday a conversation with Gen. Castanos on that subject; and 
he appeared to be desirous to occupy the position, to which you refer in 
your letter of the 28 th Nov., in front of the road leading from San Payo 
to Pontevedra. Whether he should occupy that position or not, I should 
be inclined to prefer the island of Aroza to the Bayona islands for the 
depdt; having an intermediate depdt either in the Bayona islands, or in 
the Peninsula of Pontevedra. 

I shall be obliged to you if you will let me know what is the nature 
and length of the position in front of Pontevedra ; and how the flanks of a 
body of troops occupying it would be secured on the rivers of Pontevedra 
and San Payo. 

Have you formed any notion of the expense to be incurred, and the 
time which will be required, to secure the island of Aroza; and by what 
number of men it should be occupied ? 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Freneda, 1st March, 1812. 

I have perused the paper which you transmitted to me in your letter 
dated the 27 th Feb., and I have examined the plan of the proposed canal 
from the Sado^ to the Tagus. 

The proposed canal cannot afFect, in one way or another, the military 
works on the heights of Almada, and on the left of the Lower Tagus. 

Adverting to the nature of the war in which we are engaged, it may be 
a question bow far it is expedient to establish a communication by water, 
of which the enemy will have the command, between the port of Setuval 
and the Tagus ; and to give the enemy the command of such a resource 
as that canal would give him for the transport of stores and provisions, for 
the attack of the works erected for the defence of Lisbon. 

It does not appear to be at all probable that the canal would be of much 
use for the defence of Lisbon, as the line is very long, and the right 
flank by no means strong ; and whether it could he occupied or not would 
depend upon the relative force of the attacking and defending troops. It 
would be useful to the army if it could maintain itself on the frontier. I 
say nothing about the expense of the undertaking, or of the expediency 
of commencing it at present, when the government are unable to defray 
the expense of their army, because such observations are useless. 

^ * The river which falls into the sea at Setuval, and which, at different parts, is called 
Sado, SadSo, and Setuval. 
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To J* Bissett, Bsq., Cotnraissarjp General, Breneda, 3d Marcb, 1812, 4 p,m. 

I omitted to mentioB to you this mom ing that it would be very desirable 
that somebody, upon whom you can depend; should go to Blvas, in order to 
keep together there the bullocks and carts which will bring up the 
ordnance and stores, and have an account of them ready by the time I 
shall arrive. Otherwise we shall be bard run for means of transport to 
begin our operations, and much valuable time will be lost in getting the 
account of what there will be, 

Mr. Eouth will probably be able to arrange this for you. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Breneda, 3d March, 1812. 

I have recommended to Gen. Castanos to move Gen. Morillo’s and 
Penne Villemur’s troops into the Condado de Niebla during our service 
in Estremadura, and I think it not improbable that I shall be able to prevail 
upon him to move them immediately; at least, I propose to try to-morrow 
at Ciudad Rodrigo, where I am going. 

I shall he very much obliged to you if you will desire Mr, Routh to 
prepare means of feeding them at Jurumenha, Redondo, &c., towards 
Bejar, and thence to Mertola, where they will cross the Guadiana. They 
must not go by Villa Vi^osa, or touch upon our cantonments. The Juiz de 
Fora will supply them, upon Mr. Routh giving them previous notice of 
the arrival of the troops, of which I will apprise you. 

I propose to leave this on the Gtli, and to be at Elvas on the 11th. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Freneda, 4th March, 1812. 

I had intended. to move the head quarters from hence on their route 
towards Elvas, on the 1st inst., but I have been induced to delay the 
movement, because, owing to the difficulty in procuring means of trans- 
port, the stores for the siege of Badajoz are not yet brought up to 
Elvas, and because I have learnt that the enemy’s troops in all quarters 
are preparing to move, and that the removal of the head quarters of the 
army, when they may hear of it, will be the signal for their march, I 
propose to move, however, on the 6th. 

No movement of importance has been made since I addressed your 


G. O. Freneda, Sd Marclt, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces is concerned to observe, that notwithstanding his 
repeated orders, references are frequently made to him of reqxiisitions and receipts for pro- 
visions and forage, made in an irregular manner by the officers of the army ; and his time, 
as well as that of the Commissary Gen., and of the officers under him, is unnecessarily taken 
up in inquiries into the justice of the claims of the holders of these irregular vouchers, 
solely because the officers who give them omit to obey the orders of the army. 

2. Tlie Commander of the Forces requests the General officers, commanding divisions, 
will give orders that the G, 0. of the 4th May, 1809, Nos. 4, 5, and 6, and of the 7th 
Oct. 1809, Nos. 8, 9, 10, and 11, and of the 8th Dec. 1809, No. 5, may be again issued 
to the several regiments. 

G. O. Freneda, 4th March, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces begs to call the attention of the gentlemen of the 
Medical department, and of the officers about to be removed into the hospital at Santarem, 
to his orders regarding quarters. 

2. He declares it to be his intention to order that the whole shall inhabit their tents, if 
he should receive any reports of disagreements with the inhabitants, or of unreasonable 
demands on the part of the officers above mentioned. 
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LordsWp on tHe 26tK Pal). Our troops have continued their march, for 
which the weather has been remarkablj favorable. 

I learn from Cadiz that Gen. Ballesteros defeated, on the Feb., 

a detachment of the enemy under Gen. Maransin, near Malaga. It is 
reported that Gen. Maransin was killed. 

I have a report from Sir H. Douglas of the 24th Feb., stating that 
Espoz y Mina had taken the garrison of Huerta on the 3d Jan., and that 
the governor of Pamplona, having sent out a detachment to attack Gen, 
Mendizabal at Sangliesa, Espoz y Mina and Longa had joined him, after 
the enterprise at Huerta, and engaged the French detachment in the 
valley of Rocaforte, on the 1 1th Jan, They defeated the enemy, and took 
from them 2 pieces of cannon, and killed 5 officers and 600 men. 

One of Don Julian Sanchez’s detachments has lately destroyed a small 
detachment, consisting of an officer and 80 men, between Aibade Tormes 
and Salamanca. The officer was carrying orders, which are very interesting, 
and show the distress of the enemy. 

I enclose two which deserve your Lordship’s attention. That in print 
will point out to you the degree of possession which the enemy have of 
the country, which they pretend they have conquered and settled. Your 
Lordship will observe that they cannot send a courier from Valladolid to 
Bayonne without an escort, consisting of at least 250 cavalry and in- 
fantry; and that they can secure the services of the estafette, whom they 
are obliged to employ, only by placing him in the centre of the escort, 
and by a rope to the bridle of his horse. 

The authenticity of this paper will, as usual, be denied by authority, 
because it is necessary to continue to deceive the world regarding the 
real situation of affairs in the Peninsula. But I trust that your Lordship 
will believe that I never transmitted to you any paper which I did not 
know to be genuine. 

The A,G, to Major Royal, Q\st regt, 4th March, 1812. 

It being the Commander of the Forces’ intention to establish a large military 
hospital station at Santarem, and an officer properly qualified for the situation of 
Commandant for the same being required, I have his Excellency's directions to 
inform you, provided you are willing to undertake this trust, the Commander of 
the Forces will grant you the staff pay of an A.A.G. In the event of your wishing 
to avail yourself of the Commander of the Forces* offer, you will apply immediately 
for leave to the officer commanding the 61st regt. and to Major Gen. Clinton, and 
you will repair without loss of time to Santarem, apprising me of the same, in order 
that instructions may be sent to you on arrival at that place. 

To Major Gen. . Freneda, 5th March, 1812, 3 p.m. 

I propose to set out for the Alentejo to-morrow morning, and Gen. 
Leith, with the 5th division, the greater part of which has already been 
removed from Ciudad Rodrigo, will have marched from thence on the 9th 
inst. The General will probably stay there himself for a day or two after 
the troops, but upou this subject he will communicate with you. I send 
this letter to him for his perusal. 

As I am about to undertake an important operation in Estremadura, 
which will require some time to complete it, I am anxious to take advan- 
tage as much as possible of the difficulties which the enemy experience 
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in obtaining intelligence to gain time. With this view, I Have remained 
so long in tliis part of the country after tHe body of tlie army Had marcHed ; 
and I Have detained Here tHe 5tH division; and I am desirous that you 
sHould remain in this part of the country for some time longer. 

1 I beg you to circulate in the country the report tHat I am going to 
j Hunt on tHe banks of tHe Huelva and Yeltes, and you migHt even Have a 
i House arranged for the Hounds at Aldea de Yeltes. 

THe 2d division of tHe ‘ Armee de Portugal ’ Has marcHed from tHe 
province of Avila, tHrougH tHe Puerto del Pico to Talavera de la Reyna; 
and there are now 4 divisions of that army on tHe Tagus. There remain. 
However, 4 divisions on the Tormes and Douro ; viz., the 3d division at 
and in the neighbourHood of Valladolid, where Marmont’s Head quarters 
are ; the 5th division at Salamanca, Alba de Tormes, Penaranda (where 
there is a small body of cavalry), and Medina del Campo (where the 
artillery is) ; the *7 th division at Ledesma, and on the road to Zamora, as 
far as Zamora; and the 8tH division at Benavente, and in that neigh- 
bourhood. 

If the enemy sHould advance upon Ciudad Rodrigo, or sHould move to 
cross the Agueda below the town, you will fall back across the Agueda, 
and thence gradually, taking care not to commit yourself, upon Sabugal, 
and from Sabugal in the same manner, by Penamacor, on Gastello Branco. 

If you should find that Marmont^s Head quarters move from Valladolid 
towards Talavera, or if the 3d or the 5th division sHould move to the 
south, or the 7th division, you will march, by easy marches, so as not to 
injure the Horses, by Sabugal, Penamacor, Gastello Branco, Portalegre, to 
Elvas, apprising me of your marches. 

The Commissary Gen. leaves in this part of the country an officer of 
his department, supplied with money for the wants of the 1st hussars ; 
and measures will be taken to supply the men and Horses on the march 
they will Have to make through Lower Beira into Alentejo, upon which 
a Commissary will receive His instructions from the Commissary Gen. 

I beg you to desire Major Grant, of the 11th regt., who is, I believe, at 
Tamames, and Lieut. Blanckley, of the 23d regt., who is at Bejar, to 
give you constant intelligence of the enemy’s movements. Desire the 
latter to tell the Portuguese officer who is at Plasencia, likewise to cor- 
respond with you. 

I have not entered on the defence of this frontier in this letter, be- 
cause I wish you to consider yourself and the 1st hussars as entirely 
separated from it, and belonging to the army in the Alentejo, and left on 
this frontier only for a particular object. I have, however, directed that 
in case the enemy, upon hearing of my absence from this part of the 
country, should collect his troops on this side of the Douro, Gen. Bacellar 
should collect the force now in the northern provinces of Portugal ; and 
in Upper Beira, on the Lower Coa ; so as to communicate with Don 
Carlos de Espana, and protect our magazines on the Douro and Mondego ; 
both Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida being secure from a coup de main* 

\ I conceive that the enemy can undertake nothing against these places, 
and they are not likely to pass the Coa in front of a respectable force, 
leaving these places behind them. 
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Gen; Bacellar and Don Carlos de Espana will botli press yon to remain 
in this part of the country, in the case supposed of the enemy’s movement 
upon Ciudad Eodrigo, or of his passage of the Lower Agueda. You will, 
of course, not he in a hurry, and you will give them your countenance as 
far as may be in your power. But you will tell them that you were left 
here only for a particular object; and that you have positive instructions 
for your conduct in the event of the occurrence of the enemy’s movement 
to the Agueda. 

One of the corps of guides will set out from Sabugal with letters for 
hae from Don Carlos de Espana, every morning at 8 o’clock. You should 
have a letter party in the suburbs of Ciudad Rodrigo, and one at Puebla 
de Azava, to carry your letters and those of Gen. Leith to the detach- 
ment of the guides at Sabugal ; and the hussar should be dispatched from 
Ciudad Eodrigo, so that the hussar from Puebla de Azava may reach 
Sabugal at 8 in the morning. 

The hussar from Ciudad Eodrigo should wait at Puebla de Azava, and 
the hussar from Puebla de Azava should wait at Sabugal till the letters 
shall arrive from head quarters, in case there should be any for you. 

P.S. I enclose a return of the regiments composing the 3d, 5th, *7th, 
and 8th divisions ‘ de V Armee de Portugal^ with the names of the General 
officers commanding each. 

To Generals Bacellar and Trant. Freneda, 5th March, 1SI3. ■ 

The Capt. Gen. Castahos will pass through Lamego and Oporto, on his 
way to Juiz in Galicia, in a short time. I request you to pay him every 
attention which is due to his high rank and situation, and to the im- 
portant services which he has rendered to the cause of the allied govern- 
ments. I beg you to recommend the General to the attention of the 
military governors and civil magistrates through whose districts and 
towns he may pass. 

To the Superintendent of Transports on the Bouro. Freneda, 5th March, 1812. 

The bearer, Don Pablo Caballero, is employed by the Commanding 
officer of the Spanish troops in Castille to purchase flour at Oporto, with 
the intention of removing it, by the navigation of the Douro, as far up the 
river as it may be in his power ; and I request you to attend to his requi- 
sitions for boats for that service, he paying the usual price for the same. 

To all Authorities, Sabugal, 6th March, 1812. 

The hearer of this is Mr. Croft,* who is attached to the British Mission 
at the Court of Lisbon, and is employed by His Majesty’s minister to dis- 
tribute the bounty voted by Parliament for the relief of the inhabitants 
of Portugal. t The General or other officers commanding posts and 
detachments are requested to give him every assistance in their power, 
and to provide him with quarters, provisions, and forage. 

In the event of troops marching into towns in which this gentleman 

* Sir John Croft, Bart., K.C.T.S., who declined all remuneration, even of his expenses, for 
bis services, which were gratefully acknowledged by the British and Portuguese govern- 
ments, as also by the distressed inhabitants. 

f See letter to Lord Liferpool, 27th Oct. 1810, vol. iv., p. 363. 
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majr be residing for tlie purpose of executing tbe duty witli wMcli be is 
entrusted, be is by no means to be molested in his quarters ; but is, on the 
contrary, recommended to the attention of the General or other officers 
eommanding the troops. 

To Ueut Gen. Graham, FedrogEo, 7tb March, 1812, 2 p.m. 

I received this morning, at Sahngal, your letter of the 4th. 

We have at Ahrantes 600,000 rounds of musket ammunition, and 
30,000 of ride ; and we have 318,000 of musket, and 148,000 of rifle, at 
Elvas. The Light division, and the 5th division, bring with them their 
ammunition; and the rifle ammunition, usually in the great reserve, is 
still with it I had, besides, ordered a complete reserve to Ahrantes about 
6 weeks &go, so that I hope we shall not want ammunition. 

I have heard nothing new since I wrote to you last I believe I in- 
formed you that the 2d division had positively moved from the province 
of Avila. * 

I am sorry to hear so had an account of blankets. From the returns, I 
had hoped that the troops would have been supplied at Ahrantes with 
every thing. 

I believe it will he desirable that the 24th regt. should move up ; hut if 
it should be so, I shall send them orders, and let you know. 

'To . Gastello Branco, 8th March, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 4th, and that which you enclosed 

from . The 2d division has certainly marched from Avila by the 

Puerto del Pico, and I think it not improbable that Marmont is at Avila, 

as gays. You may tell that I shall he happy to hear from his 

brother, hut that I can make him no promises, excepting to represent to 
the Prince in a favorable view his services, and that I can’t fix the time at 
which either will receive their pardon. 

To Capt — . Gastello Branco, 8th March, 1812, 

I have received your letter of the . You will recollect what I wrote 
to you when first our correspondence commenced. I held out no hopes 
of immediate pardon, hut, on the contrary, told you that I could obtain 
pardon for you only after, long and important services. You will go to 
France, or not, just as you please ; hut if you do go to France, you will 
do well never to return to Portugal. 

To Lieut. Gen. Graham. Fortalegxe, 10th March, 1812, 3^ p.m. 

I enclose a letter from the Sec. of State for yourself, and the copy of 
one addressed to me, directing me to invest you with the Order of the 
Bath ; the insignia of which I likewise send you. I go to Elvas to-morrow ; 
and if it should be convenient to you to come there on the 12th, I shall be 
happy to invest you. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will request the General and 
Staff officers of the 1st division, and the Commanding officers of the two 
regiments of Guards, and Blantyre, to he present on the occasion. I will 
take care that there shall be quaiters for every body at Elvas. 
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I enclose the only news which I have received since I left Freneda. I 
don’t believe that Marmont will make an attempt on Ciudad Rodrigo ; and 
if he does, I don’t think he can succeed. 

I have made arrangements to assemble the militia on the Coa, ifthe 
enemy should collect upon the Tormes. 

P. S. Bring the insignia of the order with you to Elvas. 

I have had a sad task to perform with poor Stewart 1 He is very much 
afflicted ; and it cannot be expected that he should regain any composure 
for some time. I left him at Niza, and I have endeavored to prevail upon 
him to go to England. 

To Lieut. Gen. Hill. Portalegre, lOtH March, 1812, 3| p.m. 

I send herewith a letter from the Sec, of State, and the insignia of the 
Order of the Bath, and the copy of a letter to me directing me to invest 
you therewith. 

I am going to Elvas to-morrow ; and as I believe the earliest occasion 
will be on every account most suitable, I would invest you there on the 
next day, the 12th, if you can make it convenient to come over. 

Pray write to the General and Staff officers of the 2d division to come 
over to Elvas to be present on the occasion, and to dine with me, and 
likewise Gens. Hamilton and Long, if they should he near you. I will 
take care that you shall all be quartered in Elvas. 

P. S. I understand that you wish to know by what road I shall pass to- 
morrow. By the direct road to Assumar. Bring the insignia of the 
order with you on the 12th. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Portalegre, 10th March, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 2d. 

I think the junta of Generals at Cadiz will do hut little good. I can let 
you know what I wish that Ballesteros and others should do, and you can 
make known my wishes to the government, without the intervention of 
any Generals. 

Gen. O’Donell has proposed to me, through Alava, to send a General 
officer to Cadiz, to confer with him upon the operations of the armies ; 
and Lord Liverpool, in a letter which I received this day, has desired me 
to do the same thing. It appears to me that great inconvenience would 
result from this mode of doing business, and that tbe duties of the office 
of the Ambassador would thereby in some degree be taken out of his 
hands. 

I am very ready to state, upon all occasions, how my plans of opera- 
tions can be aided by the Spanish troops ; but it must be obvious that 
these plans must he founded on my own views of the state of affairs. I 
cannot adopt plans to forward the operations of such a corps as that of 
Ballesteros, or even as that of Galicia. 

P. S. I shall he at Elvas to-morrow. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 12tli March, 1812. 

I have received your letters of the 12th, 13th, and 19th Feb., for which 
I am much obliged to you. I bad broken to Charles Stewart his misfor- 
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tune* "before I received Lord Castlereagb’s letters. He is, as yon maj 
well believe, dreadMly shocked. 

I bope that we shall not require the grain which your Lordship has 
sent ; hut I am very much obliged to your Lordship for sending it. 

The Portuguese troops at Mafra, &c., are recruits for the several regi- 
ments in the army. They are trained, and will join the army, I hope, 
soon. They have been kept away till now by the want of knapsacks and 
other equipments, which have not yet arrived from England. It will not 
answer to bring recruits to the army till they are quite equipped for 
the held. 

I have spoken to Sir W. Beresford, and shall speak to Gen. Graham, 
respecting Shrapneirs shells. I have seen our artillery produce great 
effect on the enemy; and I have been induced to attribute this effect to 
the use of ShrapnelPs shells. But my opinion in favor of these shells has 
been much shaken lately. 

1st ; I have reason to believe that their effect is confined to wounds of 
a very trifling description; and they kill nobody. I saw Gen. Simon, who 
was wounded by the halls from ShrapnelFs shells, of which he had several 
in Ms face and head ; hut they were picked out of his face as duck shot 
would he out of the face of a person who had been hit by accident while 
out shooting, and he was not much more materially injured. 

2dly ; From the difficulty of judging of direct distances, and in knowing 
whether the shell has hurst in the air in the proper place, I suspect that 
an original error in throwing the shells is seldom corrected; and that if 
the shell is not effectual the first shot, the continuance of the fire of these 
shells seldom becomes more effectual. I can entertain no doubt, however, 
that if the shell should be accurately thrown, and burst as it is intended, 
it must wound a great number of men, hut probably none very materially. 

l am inclined to doubt the expediency of sending to Cadiz an officer for 
the purpose mentioned by your Lordship. His duties would supersede 
those of the Ambassador, through whose medium I have hitherto commu- 
nicated with the Spanish government; and your Lordship will observe, 
from the dispatches of the Ambassador, that I have, lately communicated 
with the Spanish government on the subject of operations through this 
channel, 

I am very anxious to he as much as possible free to carry on. any 
operation, or not, as I may think proper. On former occasions I have 
explained the variations of the enemy’s force, which might at one time 
render an operation expedient, and at another very much otherwise ; and 
I should not wish to have my judgment on the line I should adopt in any 
case fettered by any supposed engagement into which an officer employed 
by me to confer with Gen. O’ Don ell might have entered. 

The Spaniards, and O’Donell in particular, have long pressed for a 
military convention for the execution of a particular plan of operations. 
It has always appeared to me, that as 1 was the only person in the Penin- 
sula who really commanded an army, and that I command it under re- 
strictions and instructions by your Lordship, I ought not to consent to 
lend myself to such a convention unless I should see an army formed in 
^ The death of his wife, Lady Katherine Stewart, . 
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Spain capaMe, by its numbers, its equipment, and efficiency, to effect 
some important object in our common operations. Now there is no such 
army ; and the consequence of entering into such a convention would be, 
that I should bind myself, for no reason, to perform a certain operation, 
even after my own judgment should have convinced me tbat, under your 
Lordship’s instructions, I ought to discontinue it : in other words, I should 
give, but receive nothing. Accordingly, your Lordship will find, in all 
my correspondence with the Ambassador, that I state to the Spanish go- 
vernment the plan which I propose to follow, and suggest that which the 
Spanish troops should follow to aid my operations ; but I don’t bind 
myself to persevere to the last; nor have I suggested any plan to them to 
aid me, in which it will be necessary for them to persevere so as to 
endanger the safety of any of their armies. 

Your Lordship will have seen that I sent the battalion of marines to 
England some time ago, according to the wish you before expressed Rpon 
that subject. 

I have written to Mr. Perceval regarding my promotion in the Peerage ; 
but I beg your Lordship will accept, and will convey my thanks to the 
Regent’s government for the favors which have been conferred upon 
me. 

P.S. I have written to Mr. Perceval regarding Lord Wellesley’s re- 
signation; and I can only say that I am very sorry for it. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. El vas, 13th March, 1812, 

I enclose the list of names of General officers of the British and Por- 
tuguese army, omitted in the vote of thanks of the two Houses, on the 
taking of Ciudad Rodrigo, They all belong to divisions which were 
employed in the siege. 

I postpone publishing these votes till I shall hear from your Lordship 
that the error is rectified. 

To Viscount Melville, Presidetit of the Board of Control. Elvas, 12th March, 1812, 

I received only the day before yesterday your letter of the 10th Feb.,* 
and head quarters have been marching ever since, and I shall not have 
time to peruse Gen. Maitland’s paper before the post will go out. 

As, however, it is probable that you will decide upon your measure 
before the next mail shall reach England, 1 will not miss this opportunity 
of stating to you my opinion ; 

1st; That the European army in the East Indies ought to he the King’s, 

2dly ; That the 3 armies ought to continue separate and distinct. 

3dly ; That the Native array ought to he the Company’s if the Com- 
pany should continue to he the sovereign of the territory. It would he 
impossible to separate this army from the sovereignty; and indeed the 

* Extract of a letter from Vise. Melville to the Earl of Wellington, 

^ I am going to do a very unreasonable thing in requesting you, employed as you are, to 
read the enclosed papers, which are for your confidential perusal. My apology must be 
the belief that you are not indifierent to the interest and character of our Indian armies, 
and that you will be perfectly disposed to favor me with your opinion on the suggestion 
contained in these papers ; the subject is not new to you, and it is beginning to male some 
stir in this country,’ 

VOL. V. . , 2 M' 


516 


FORTU0AL. 


great difficulty of transferring the Native army to the Crown, and that 
the Crown would ind in keeping it officered, as it must be, by persons 
exclusively belonging to’ the Native service, have always appeared to me 
the greatest in the way of the transfer of the sovereignty, or, more pro- 
perly speaking, of the exercise of the sovereignty, to the Crown. 

4thly ; It is my opinion tibat the Crown should name both the Governors 
and Commanders in Chief at all the settlements, and should have a very 
efficient control over the nomination of members of Council. If the 
Crown do not appoint the Governor, the Crown should not appoint the 
Commander in Chief. I have not time now to enter into a detail of all 
my reasons for entertaining this opinion. They are referable principally 
to the experience I acquired in witnessing, and sometimes being the me- 
diator and reconciler of disputes between the Governor and Commander 
in Chief. If the latter were appointed by the Crown and the former by 
the Company, the Commander in Chief would be too strong for the 
Governor. 

5thly ; It is my opinion that all authority, civil and military, must be 
vested by the law in the Governor in Council. The law must recognise 
no other authority in the state. The Company may and ought to instruct 
the Governor in Council, 1st ; to leave all matters of discipline solely and 
exclusively to the Commander in Chief, and to interfere in them in no 
maimer, excepting when the safety of the state should require it. 2dly; 
that all recommendations to military appointments, such as the staff 
officers of the army to commissions, promotions in the army of persons, 
civil or military, to fill the departments of the army, and the inferior 
commands, should be made by the Commander in Chief to the Governor 
in Council. The Governor in Council should be obliged to record his 
reasons for dissent. 3dly • the recommendations to superior commands, 
such as divisions of the army, should be with the Commander in Chief, 
when the holders of these commands exercise no civil authority or poli- 
tical function ; and that in the case of a nomination to a higher command 
being vested exclusively in the Governor in Council, without the recom- 
mendation of the Commander in Chief, the Governor should be directed 
to consult with the Commander in Chief in making the selection. 

It would be yery desirable to leave a latitude by law to tbe Governor 
in Council to promote officers for meritorious services, at tbe recommend- 
ation of the Commander in Chief, out of the usual and regular routine, 
as well as to pass over officers guilty of misconduct. This might be done 
by giving the Govemor in Council the power to promote such officers, 
by brevet, in the first instance, who should succeed to the first vacancies 
in the rank to which they should have been promoted in the regiment to 
which they should belong. 

In regard to other points, I concur entirely with you. The Court of 
Directors must he prevented from meddling with or peddling in the dis- 
cipline of the army. It is a matter of too serious consequence to be 
allowed to be jobbed at the India House. You will he the best judge 
whether this can be effected by the authority of the control of the Crown, 
or whether the authority of Parliament is necessary. 

P.S. I have omitted to mention that in whatever way the Commander 
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in Chief is appointed a member of Council, he should haye the same 
power of voting, &c., as other members of Council on all questions. 

To Viscount Melville, President of the Board of Control. Elvas, 13th March, 1812, 

Since I wrote yesterday, I have read Gen. Maitland’s and the Duke of 
York’s papers on the transfer of the army in India to the Crown. The 
latter relates only to the mode of transfer, which is excellent, if the 
transfer should he determined upon. The desire to accumulate wealth, 
and to return to Europe, is natural and praiseworthy in an officer of the 
local army in India. A great majority of them can have no other object; 
and people who have this object exclusively are very apt to forget their 
duty, and the rules of subordination, when either militate with its attainment. 

But I don’t agree with those who think that the mutiny at Vellore is 
to be attributed to the prevalent existence of this spirit among the officers 
of the army, nor do I think that the origin of the subsequent mutiny of 
the officers ought to be attributed to it. I attribute tbe mutiny at Vellore 
to accidental circumstances. One of these was the arrival in the East 
Indies, just previous to its occurrence, of a new Governor and a new Com- 
mander in Chief, many officers of high rank, and of regiments, recently 
from England. The Governor and the Commander in Chief were sup- 
posed not to he on good terms, or to agree in opinion upon public affairs. 
This state of things did not tend to increase the respect for authority. 

The officer in command at Vellore was newly arrived, and knew nothing 
of the Native troops ; and the officer in charge of the police of the town 
did his duty, but badly. I believe it is known that more than one officer 
at Vellore had received notice of what was likely to happen, but they did 
not attend to the information. 

If all this he true, and if it be true that there were circumstances in the 
G. O. calculated to create discontent, I believe it will be admitted that the 
mutiny at V ellore may be attributed to other circumstances besides the 
spirit of gain among the officers. 

I don’t know much of the subsequent mutiny of the officers. I believe 
that government never regained its strength after Lord Powis’ government 
was broken up. The first quarrels of the persons in authority rendered it 
contemptible, and those of their successors brought it to the ground. 

Upon the hack of all this came Gen. Macdo wall’s orders and letters, and 
his conduct ; and it is not astonishing that the officers mutinied. It is my 
opinion, from reading the papers, that the supposed fear of losing their 
emoluments was the pretence for the mutiny instead of the real cause. 

But, will the ineasure proposed by Gen. Maitland apply a remedy to the 
evil ? I answer, certainly not. If it he right to call officers serving with 
the Native troops in India His Majesty’s local army, and to enable them as 
Colonels to serve the State in all parts of the world, will that diminish 
among them the desire of gain? I am afraid not. The object of these 
officers, after having gone through the period of their service, must still 
be to return to their own country with some sort of independence, and this 
is what creates the desire of gain throughout the period of the service 
in that country. 

If the measure proposed by Gen, Maitland will not remove the cause 
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wHch lie STipposes bas occasioned all tbe evils wMcb have prevailed in the 
local armies in India, I am afraid it will increase those evils which, in niy 
opinion, have occasioned them. 

I say that the evil has been the weakness of the government, occasioned 
by the contending pretensions of the Governor and the Commander in 
Chief, and by the undue interference of the Company's authorities at home 
in the government and patronage abroad. What would become of the 
government if the Commander in Chief had the whole army at his back, 
and obeyed no authority in India? Have Commanders in Chief never 
advanced extravagant pretensions on the subject of lucre, and advanced 
those pretensions in such a manner as to endanger the public authority ? 
Let the records he looked at, and see what would have been the conse- 
quence, upon more than one occasion, if the army had been entirely and 
exclusively the King's, and the Commander in Chief had chosen to carry 
matters to extremities, as he did, having only a part of the army exclusively 
under his command ? 

If this arrangement is adopted, the Commander in Chief of the army 
must invariably be the Governor of the settlement, which might be a 
very proper arrangement ; but let it be adopted on its own ground, and 
not as the consequence of, and prop to, another arrangement, which I am 
convinced can never be adopted with advantage till the Crown shall take 
the exercise of the sovereignty into its own hands. 

I do think it would be a very beneficial arrangement to allow officers 
in the service of the Company to exchange into the service of the King, 
and for the Company’s service, as well as for the public, that His Majesty 
might be enabled to avail himself of the service, in Europe, of officers 
who had served the East India Company in India. But this arrangement 
might easily be effected without expense, and without adopting the whole 
extent of the plan of Gen. Maitland. 

Ta the Eail of Liverpool. Elvas, 13th March, 1812. 

I have received your Lordship’s dispatch of the 12th ult. (No. 15), re- 
garding Major Gen. Cooke’s arrangements for keeping the Spanish shot 
foundries in activity ; and I beg to refer you to the copy of my letter to 
Major Gen. Cooke of the 7tb Jan. on this subject, which I forwarded to 
your Lordship on the 8th of that month. 

There appears to have been some hesitation on the part of Lieut. Col. 

of the artillery to furnish the estimates required by my letter, which 

has induced me to repeat my directions on this head to Major Gen. Cooke ; 
and I trust that his answer will enable me to form an opinion upon the 
extent of the assistance to he given to the Spanish government in ammu- 
nition, &c. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Elvas, 13th March, 1812. 

I moved the head quarters from Freneda on the 6th, and arrived here 
on the 1 Ith inst. 

I found every thing so far prepared for the siege of Badajoz, that I pro- 
pose to invest the place on ^the 16th inst., notwithstanding that all the stores 
for the siege are not yet arrived. 
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Owing to tlie difficulties in procuring means of transport, I have been 
obliged to detach many regiments, both of the British and Portuguese 
army, to the rear to receive their clothing and equipments; but I hope 
that I shall be able to collect the whole before the enemy will be in a situ- 
ation to interrupt my operations. 

Marshal Marmont arrived at Salamanca on the 6th ; but the enemy had 
no intelligence, on which they could rely, of the movement of our army, 
and it was generally known that I was still in that part of the country. I 
have intelligence from Ciudad Rodrigo of as late a date as the lOth, at 
which time the enemy had made no movement* 

The 5th division of infantry, under Lieut Gen. Leith, marched in this 
direction from thence on the 9th and 10th; but I have ordered the 1st 

hussars, under Major Gen. — ^ to remain in their posts on the 

Yeltes and Huelva till the General shall he certain, from the enemy’s 
movements, that they are aware that the allied army have moved. 

There are none of the enemy’s troops in the field in Estremadura, ex- 
cepting that part of the 5th corps not in the garrison of Badajoz, the head 
quarters of which are at Villa Franca; and a detachment, consisting of 
about a division, under Gen. Darrxcau, whose head quarters are at La 
Serena. I conclude that these troops will retire when our troops shall 
advance. 

The enemy have improved the works of Badajoz very considerably since 
the place has been in their possession, and they have in the place a very 
sufficient garrison ; hut I hope that I shall be able to obtain possession of it. 

The enemy have made no movement, and I have heard of no operation 
of importance since I addressed your Lordship last. According to the last 
accounts, Marshal Soult was in the lines before Cadiz. 

To Major Gen. Cook. Elvas, 14tli March, 1812. 

I have received orders from the Sec. of State to convey to you directions 
to relieve the troops at present stationed at Tarifa, by a detachment from 
those under your command at Cadiz ; but as I am not aware of the strength 
of the present garrison at Tarifa, or of the numbers required for it, I beg 
you to send there a sufficient force, in their due proportions of British and 
foreign troops, under the command of an officer on whom you can depend. 

In regard to the defence of Tarifa, I still entertain the opinions which 
I communicated to you in my letters of the 1st and 25th Feb. ; and in the 
event of your being of the same opinion, I request that you will take mea- 
sures to secure possession of the island, and that the town may he consi- 
dered merely as an outpost from it, to he evacuated when the state of the 
enemy’s preparations for attack may render the measure necessary. 

I beg that a plan and description of the works prepared by the Governor 
of Gibraltar in the town and island of Tarifa may be transmitted to me as 
soon as it may be possible, and that you will arrange with Lieut. Gen. 
Campbell the relief of the troops which at present garrison the place. 

To Major Gen, Cooke. Elvas,14thMarch,l812- 

1 have much pleasure in transmitting to you, to he communicated to 
Col. Skerrett, the duplicate of a dispatch which 1 have received from the 
* See Appendix, No. XX. 
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Ea^rl of liverpool, conveying approbation of the Prince Re- 

gent of tbe distinguished conduct of that officer, and the brave troops 
under his command, in the successful defence of Tarifa. 

I request that you will acquaint Gol. Skerrett that I did not fail to re- 
port, in due course, the events which took place at Tarifa ; but, by some 
accident, my dispatch on this subject had not reached the Earl of Liver- 
pool when his Lordship wrote to me the enclosed letter. 

' TotbeRt. Hon.H.W^ Elvas, 14th March, 1812. 

i I have nothing to add to my public dispatch, which I enclose. We in- 
j vest the place on the day after to-morrow. 

I Marmonfs troops are all ready for a start; but I hope to he strong 
/ enough for a stiff affair with him and Soult, and to take the place too. I 
/ shall not give the thing up without good cause. 

To Col. Austin. El vas, 15th March, 1812. 

I have the honor to inform you that the Conde de PenneYillemur is on 
his march through the Alentejo with about 4000 cavalry and infantry, by 
the enclosed route, in order to enter the Condado de Niebla. He will he 
at Redondo on the day after to-morrow. 

The Commissary Gen. will supply him on his march. 

The object of sending the Conde into the Condado is to draw off the 
attention of the enemy from the operations in this quarter which are car- 
rying on under my command. 

In case the Conde de Penne Villemur should he obliged to fall hack 
upon the province of Algarve, it is desirable that you should be provided 
with means of transporting his troops across the Guadiana; and that you 
should have collected a magazine, with 24,000 rations of provisions, to 
supply him during the time which, in that case, he may he obliged to re- 
main within the Portuguese frontier. 

It would also he very desirable that you should have one or two light 
boats fitted upon carts, in order to accompany the Conde de Penne Ville- 
mur to the Guadalquivir, in case he should think it proper to direct his 
operations towards and eventually across that river, 

7%e Dr. M^Griffor, Jmpecfor of hospitals. 15th March, 1812. 

In the absence of the Adj. Gen. I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 14th inst, and 1 am directed by the Commander of the Forces to acquaint 
you that orders have been given to the Commissary Gen, relative to the providing 
of transport for the conveyance of stores, &c. to the new hospital stations. I am 
further to observe that his Excellency has had a personal communication this 
morning with the Commissary Gen. upon this head of service, and that he is much 
concerned the country does not afford transport sufficient for the immediate supply 
of all the demands upon it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T, Graham, K.B. Elvas, 16th March, 1812, noon. 

, I enclose some letters just received from the north, a report from Lieut. 
Hillier, and one from Toledo, &c. 

G. O. El vas, 15.th March, 1810, 

The Commander of the Forces requests that Commanding officers will send in, with the 
least possible delay, to the A. G.’s office, the names of any officers disposed to act as 
engineei-s at the intended siege of Badajoz. 
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I have desired Sir R. Hill to communicate with you to -monmv by 
Almendralejo, if he can; and to move upon Villa Franca next day, if 
Bonet should remain there. If he should not, to occupy Almendralejo 
while you shall be employed in pushing Bonet into the mountains. 

To Lieut. Gea. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Elvas, 16th March, 1812, noon. 

Gen. Graham marched this morning, and we invest the place on the 
left of the river this day. I have not been able to go out, which is the 
reason for delaying it on the right of the river. 

Gen. Graham will he at S** Marta to-morrow ; and it is very desirable 
that you should communicate with him by Almendralejo, on your arrival 
at Merida. 

If Drouet should have continued at Villa Franca, it is likewise very 
desirable that you should move on that place early on the 18th, so as to 
co-operate with Sir T. Graham in the attack of the enemy. 

Sir T. Graham will push the enemy quite back to Llerena if he should 
not already have withdrawn entirely ; and while he is so employed, you 
might as well have a part of your troops at Almendralejo, unless indeed 
Sir T. Graham should require your assistance. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Elvas, 18th March, 1812, 5 p.m. 

I have just received a letter from Sir T. Graham, from S*® Marta, 
written last night, in which he tells me that he intended to move upon 
Feria this day, instead of upon Villa Franca, towards Llerena to-morrow, 
and on the 20th on Llerena. 

I think it probable that Drouet, finding that you were yesterday 
at Merida, and Sir T. Graham at S*® Marta, will have moved at once 
upon Llerena. However, till Sir T. Graham shall return from his ex- 
pedition on Llerena, it is desirable that you should keep your corps at 
Villa Franca, and endeavor to communicate with him. If you should find 
that he does not carry into execution his plan to the extent of going to 
Llerena, you will obey the instructions in my letter of the 16th. If, as I 
hope, he will have taken up the line which I pointed out to him upon 
Drouet’s retreat, I shall then point out a position for you north of the 
Guadiana. 

We broke ground last night, and got on well, notwithstanding the rain. 

To Gen. Don Carlos de Espana. Camp before Badajoz, 20th March, 1813. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letters of the 15th, 
16th, and 17 th inst. 

The report which you make of Ciudad Rodrigo distresses me much. 
I had hoped that when, by the labor of the British and Portuguese troops, 
and at the expense of the British government, I had, in concert with Gen. 
Castanos, improved and repaired the works* of Ciudad Rodrigo, so that at 
all events the place was secure from a coup de main^ and had left money 
in order to complete the execution of what our troops had not time to 
complete, I should not have been told by your Excellency, that for want 
of the assistance of 15 or 20 British soldiers, who are artificers, and 
whose services are required for other objects essential to the cause of 
Spain, the whole business is at a stand. Is it possible that your Excellency 
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can be in earnest? Is it possible that Castille cannot furnish 15 or 20 
stone cutters, masons, and carpenters, for the repair of this important post ? 
How have all the great works heen performed which we see in the 
country ? But your Excellency’s letter suggests this melancholy reflec- 
tion, that every thing, as well of a military as of a laborious nature, must 
be performed by British soldiers, and it becomes my duty to bring this 
fact distinctly under the view of the allied governments. 

l am decidedly of opinion that the enemy cannot attack Ciudad Rodrigo 
for the want of heavy artillery, and that they cannot get up the artillery 
which they require till the month of May at soonest In that period, if I 
can keep my army collected, I can do much for the cause ; and, to enable 
me to keep my army collected,! require only that the works planned and 
agreed upon should be continued, for which I have left the money ; and 
that the provisions for which I had given the order upon S. Joao da Pes- 
queira on the 16th Feb. should be thrown into the place. If those pro- 
visions are not thrown into the place, it is obvious that, by placing one 
division between the Coa and Agueda, the enemy will, according to my 
calculation, in 30 days, and, according to that of your Excellency, in 23 
days, have possession of the place. 

I acknowledge, however, that I am a little surprised that there should 
he provisions in the place to last only for 23 days, even including some 
that your Excellency placed there. 

I have always reckoned the garrison at 3000 men. Between the 26th 
Jan, and Hth Feb. there were delivered over to the Spanish Commissary, 
by Mr. M‘Nair and Mr. St. Remy, 50,000 lbs. of biscuit, and 37,500 lbs. 
of salt meat. There were issued from Almeida, on the 28th Feb., 6000 
lbs. of salt fish, and, on the 10th March, from the same place, 10,000 
lbs. of biscuit, and 3399 lbs. of rice; and there were originally in the 
store at Ciudad Rodrigo 19,800 lbs. of flour, and 1000 lbs. of biscuit. 
Reckoning the flour the same as biscuit, there would thus be in the 
garrison 80,000 lbs. of biscuit, and 3399 of rice. Reckoning one lb. of 
rice equal to 2 lbs. of biscuit, the garrison would have 87,400 lbs. of that 
article, or for 29 days, and for 43,500 lbs. of salt meat or salt fish, and 
plenty of spirits, &c. 

Mr. St. Remy was likewise directed to deliver over 5000 lbs. of flour 
on the 10th March, of which I have not the report* 

In addition to this quantity, I gave your Excellency, on the 16th Feb., 
an order upon the magazine of S. Joao da Pesqueira, only 16 leagues 
from Ciudad Rodrigo, for 156,000 lbs. of biscuit, and 25,000 lbs. of rice ; 
and yet, in one month from that date, that is to say, on the 15th March, 
your Excellency writes me that the place has provisions only for 23 days ! ! 

In writing this letter to your Excellency, I don’t mean to make any 
reproach. I wish only to place upon record the facts as they have 
occurred, and to show to your country and to my country, and the world, 
that if this important place should fall, or if I should be obliged to 
abandon plans important to Spain in order to go to its relief, the fault is 
not mine. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Camp before Badajoz, 20th March, 1812. 

According to the intention which I announced to your Lordship in 


SPAIN. 


^53 


my dispatch of the 13to itist, I broke tip the cantonmeBts of the army ob 
the 15th and 16th mst,, and invested Badajoz, on the left of the river 
Guadiana, on the 16th inst., with the 3d, 4th, and Light divisions of in- 
fantry, and with a brigade of Lieut. Gen. Hamilton’s division on the 
right. These troops are under the command of Marshal Sir W. Beresford 
and Lieut. Gen. Picton. We broke ground on the following day, and 
have established a parallel within 200 yards of the outwork called La 
Picurina, which embraces the whole of the south-east angle of the fort 
The work has continued ever since with great celerity, notwithstanding 
the very bad weather which we have had since the 1*1 th. 

The enemy made a sortie yesterday from the gate called La Trinidad, 
on the right of our attack, with about 2000 men. They were almost im- 
mediately driven in, without effecting any object, with considerable loss, 
hy Major Gen. Bowes, who commanded the guard in the trenches. We 
lost, Upon this occasion, a very promising officer, Capt Guthhert, aide de 
camp to Lieut. Gen. Picton, killed; and Lieut. Col. Fletcher was slightly 
wounded, hut I hope that he will soon he able to resume his duties. I have 
not got the returns, hut I believe that our loss since the commencement of 
these operations amounts to 120 men killed and wounded. 

On the same day that Badajoz was invested, Lieut. Gen. SirT. Graham 
crossed the Guadiana with the 1st, 6th, and 7th divisions of infantry, and 
Gen. Slade’s and Gen. Le Marchant’s brigades of cavalry, and directed 
his march upon Valverde and Marta, and thence towards Llerena ; 
while Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, with the 2d and Lieut. Gen. Hamil- 
ton’s divisions, and Major Gen. Long’s cavalry, marched from his can- 
tonments near Alburquerque upon Merida, and thence upon Aim endralejo. 
These movements induced Gen. Drouet to retire from Villa Franca upon 
Hornachos, in order, I conclude, to he in communication with Gen. Dar- 
ricau’s division, which was about La Serena. 

I have heard from Sir T. Graham and from Sir R. Hill to the 19th 
inst. The former was at Los Santos and Zafra, with Gen. Slade’s cavalry 
at Villa Franca, and the latter at Almendralejo. Lieut. Gen. Hill took 
3 officers and a few hussars prisoners in Merida. 

I have reports from the neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo of the Hth 
inst., and from Salamanca of the 16th inst. The enemy had sent a small 
detachment to Bejar, principally with a view to plunder; but there was 
no appearance of any immediate movement. 

The 6th division had moved fromTalavera through the Puerto del Pico 
on the 8th and 9th inst., and the 4th division from Toledo on the same 
days, through the Guadarrama, and the 1st division only remained on the 
Tagus, near Talavera. The march of these divisions was directed, as I 
understand, upon Valladolid; and I conclude either that the reports are 
founded which have been in circulation, that the Guards had been with- 
drawn from Spain, or that the enemy intend to endeavor to divert my 
attention from the attack of Badajoz, by making some movement upon 
Galicia, or upon the north of Portugal. The rain, however, which has an- 
noyed us here, it may be expected, will have filled the rivers in the north ; 
and I made arrangements, before Heft Castille, to provide for any plans of 
that kind which the enemy might adopt. Having lost their train, they 
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canBOt attack Ciudad Eodrigo or Almeida, at least till they shall have 
replaced it 

I I have Bot heard of any movements in the south. Marshal Soult was 
! at the lines opposite Cadiz according to the last accounts. ^ 

To the Eaxl of Xiiverpool. Camp before Badajoz, 20th March, 1813, 

T received this morning your letter of the 5th March, marked ‘secret 
and confidential,* enclosing your correspondence with Lord W. Bentinck, 
I shall write to his Lordship, and to Sir E. Pellew, as soon as I can get 
a little leisure; in the mean time, I think it proper to apprise ^your Loid- 
ship that the attack of Tarragona or of Barcelona appears to me, of all 
the objects on the Eastern coast, to he the most desirable, I think it 
prohahle, however, that neither (most probably not the latter) will suc- 
ceed. A siege requires time, and the French will move heaven and earth 
to save these places; and they can bring troops from France as well as 
from Aragon and Valencia, in addition to what they have in Catalonia. 
Besides, 10,000 men are not quite sufficient to attack Barcelona, where 
there must be 5000 in garrison. Lord William may expect some assist- 
ance from Gen. Lacy, but the foundation of his strength must be his 
British troops. 

I don’t know how I can give him any assistance from Cadiz. Your 
Lordship will recollect that from Cadiz we now occupy Carthagena and 
Tarifa, and that there are included in the division at Cadiz and those 
places 1400 Portuguese troops, and about 2000 foreigners in the regiment 
‘ de Watteville’ and the battalion of foreign detachments. In fact there 
is no British regiment now at Cadiz to he detached, excepting the 1st 
regt. of foot guards, which I have not allowed to be sent into Carthagena 
or Tarifa. 

I would besides beg leave to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
result of the operation I have now in hand. If it should succeed and 
matters turn out as I wish, we may relieve the Andalusias. But if I 
should succeed in that object, I shall bring the whole of the enemy’s force 
upon me ; and I can’t expect that, for some time at least, I shall receive 
any assistance from the Spaniards, or that they can make any material 
diversion in my favor. Will it not therefore he necessary to draw to this 
army the division at Cadiz ? 

If I should not relieve the Andalusias, I beg to have your positive 
orders respecting the degree to which I shall reduce the garrison of 
Cadiz, and what regiments I shall send to LordW. Bentinck. I beg 
once more to repeat that it is entirely a matter of indifference to me, and 
always has been so, as far as I am personally concerned, whether the body 
of troops under my command he large or small. I shall perform service 
in proportion to the means placed at my disposal, in comparison with 
those of tlie enemy, and adverting to your Lordship’s instructions. 

We are getting on here, notwithstanding, that the weather is excessively 
bad. The constitutions of the troops have been so much shaken with 
Walcheren, &c. &c., that I am always apprehensive of the consequences 
of exposing them to the weather. However, I have them in tents now, 
and I hope that the rain will not last. 
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An Dnmonfiez, An Camp devant Badajoz, ce 20 Mars, 1812. 

J’ai eu FhoBiieur de recevoir votre lettre du 20 Fev. Ayant armiige 
ixies affaires sur les fronti^res de la Castilla, et repare Ciudad Rodrigo, et 
remis Almeida en dtat de defense, j’ai pu rassembler mon armde de ce 
cute-ci, et je fais le siege de Badajoz. Nous avanqons bien, malgre le 
mauvais terns. II semble que Fennemi a Fintention de tenter quelque 
diversion au nord, an lieu de rassembler leur armde pour m’attaquer. Si 
cela est, j’espere que nous rdussirons. 

Je Yois que FIsla de Leon est une position plus forte qu’elle ne vous a 
dtd reprdsentde. Je ne Fai pas vu depuis qu’elle a etd fortifide, mais elle 
m’a paru avoir toutes les susceptibilites d’etre rendue une des plus fortes 
positions du monde. On a fait une faute en perdant le Trocadero, mais 
on Fa remplacd en quelque maniere en fortifiant Fisthme vis-^-vis de la 
pdninsule du Trocadero. 

Je suis fS,cbd de vous envoy er une lettre que j’ai re^ue par la dern&e 
poste sur M. de Guillermy. Son rdgiment n'dtait plus ici : je ne pouvais 
pas Femployer avec Farmee Portugaise, sans la permission du Commandant 
en Chef, que j’ai demandde, et vous voyez la rdponse. 

To His Excellency C, Stuart. Camp before Badajoz, 21st Blaxch, 1812. 

I have bad the honor of receiving your letter of the 18th, enclosing a 
complaint from Bom M. Forjaz, that the troops consumed the 

green forage at Estremoz and Monte Mdr o Novo, which was the cause of 
the inefficiency of the post horses on the great road from Lisbon to Elvas. 

I cannot hut observe in this complaint the desire which has been 
manifest for some time past to complain of the British troops, at the 
same time that the government are ready enough to avail themselves of 
their assistance to defend the country. I repeat what I have often said 
before, that no country can enjoy the advantage of a large army to defend 
it, without suffering some inconvenience. 

If I am not mistaken, the complaint of the badness of the post horses 
on the great road originated with yourself ; and you passed up to Elvas 
either before there were any British troops at Estremoz, or, at all events, 
at most a day after they had arrived there. It is therefore not true that 
the badness of the post horses on the road is to be attributed to the con 
sumption of all the green forage by the British troops. It is not true 
that there have been any British troops at Monte Mdr o Novo. 

Memorandum for Lieut. Piper, R.E. 22d March, 1812. 

1. The pontoon bridge to be taken up and brought to this side of the 
river. A report to he made as soon as possible of the damage received. 

m m ^ ^ ^ ^ 

2. The stage on the right of the river for the flying bridge to be re- 
placed as soon as possible. That part of the stage on the left of the 
river, which is not necessary, to be taken up. 

3. At all events, the planks on both stages to he taken up during the 
night. 

4. Lieut. Piper to report whether it will he necessary to place pontoons 
on each side of the river to communicate with the flying bridge. 
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To lieut. Gaa/Lord W* Beatmc^ Camp before Badajoz, 24th March, 1812. 

The Sec, of State has sent me a copy of your dispatch to Mm, marked 
‘secret and confidential/ of the 25th Jan., and a copy of his dispatch to 
yon, marked secret^ the 4th March, and has written me a letter on the 
5th March, of which I enclose a copy to your Lordship. 

The most essential object on which the troops under your command 
could be employed on the eastern coast of Spain would he the siege of 
Barcelona, or, if that could not be undertaken, the siege of Tarragona, in 
order to give Gen. Lacy a point of communication with the fleet. I am 
not very well acquainted with the state of affairs on the eastern coast. I 
believe, however, that Barcelona is a place of the first order, hut very im 
sufficiently garrisoned, by onjiy 5000 men. This force, indeed, is con- 
sidered only sufficient M keep the population of the city in order. In 
forming a plan for attacking a strong place, it will not answer to reckon 
upon the exertions of the population within against the garrison, at the 
same time that the inclination of such a population as there is at Barce- 
lona must not he thrown aside entirely. 

Upon the whole, however, I should doubt the sufficiency of your Lord- 
ship’s force, even with the assistance which Gen. Lacy and Adrn. Sir E. 
Pellew could give, to undertake such an operation as the siege of Barce- 
lona. It may be depended upon that the enemy will make every effort 
to relieve the place ; and I doubt the possibility of your being able to 
effect your object with such a force as you will have against so formidable 
a place, even weakly garrisoned, before the enemy will have time to come 
to its relief. 

You are certainly much more equal to the attack of Tarragona, which 
is garrisoned, I believe, by 2000 men ; and it is not, I understand, a place 
of great strength. 

In considering and deciding on this subject, I request you to observe, 
that if you should attempt and fail at Barcelona, you will not he able 
afterwards to attack Tarragona. On the other hand, if you should suc- 
ceed at Tarragona, your success will end there, as you may depend upon 
it that the enemy will immediately collect a superior force in Catalonia. 

I don’t recommend any operation to you in Valencia, as your success 
in Catalonia, and possibly even your landing upon the coast of that prin- 
cipality, will occasion the evacuation of Valencia. There would he no dif- 
ficulty in seizing the city of Valencia at any time, even if you should fail 
at Barcelona or Tarragona. I don’t believe that any of the fortified posts 
on the coast of Valencia are of a nature to make a vigorous or protracted 
resistance against an attack by 10,000 men, well equipped with cannon. 

The great object in all sieges is to gain time. The preparation and 
collection of materials for a siege necessarily take many days, which 
might be employed in carrying on the operations, if those materials were 
collected and prepared beforehand. 

Whatever may be the point which you may determine to attack, it is 
obvious that you must reach it by sea, and there can be no inconvenience 
in transporting with you all the materials which you may require. 1 
would therefore recommend to your Lordship to send an officer of 
engineers, at an early period in the summer, to Minorca or Majorca, in 
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order to prepare large quantities of fascines and gabions, sand bags, plat- 
forms, &c., which you should bring with you. Intrenching tools you 
will of course bring from Sicily or Malta; and I conclude that you will 
depend upon the fleet for ordnance and stores. 

In all the sieges which I have carried on in this country, I haire used 
only the fire of guns, principally from entertaining an opinion that the 
fire of mortars and howitzers has an effect upon the inhabitants of a town 
alone, and that a French garrison, in a Spanish or Portuguese town, 
would he hut little likely to attend to the wishes or feelings of its inha- 
bitants. By this measure I have diminished considerably the expense 
and difficulty of these operations : and, at all events, whether successful 
or not, I have done no injury to the Spanish or Portuguese inhabitants. 
If your Lordship should be inclined to try the effect of a bombardment, 
1 imagine that it will he necessary that you should bring the ordnance 
and stores for it from Sicily or Malta. 

In regard to my own operations, I invested this place on the 16th ins t, 
and I expect to he able to open our fire against it to-morrow. J hope 
that I shall succeed in taking it, notwithstanding the badness of the 
weather, as I think the enemy cannot collect in time a force sufficient to 
oblige me to raise the siege. If I should succeed, much will depend 
upon the plan adopted by the enemy. Marmont appears inclined to 
carry on operations to the northward, and I may he obliged to remove the 
army again to that quarter. My wish is to oblige Soult to evacuate An- 
dalusia, which I should effect if I could be sure of the Spaniards holding 
their ground in Galicia. 

To Lieut, Gen. Sir T.Grabam, K.B. Camp before Badajoz, 24th March, 1812, H a.m. 

The river yesterday did us so much mischief, that we cannot commence 
our fire till to-morrow morning. 

Gen. D’Urhan arrived here in the night with your letter, and it appears 
to me to be very uncertain where Drouet is. It is obvious from the in- 
tercepted letters which you transmitted, that he wishes to protect the 
communication with Cordova; and I think it probable that if he has 
collected a force upon Don Benito, it is with a view to protect the junc- 
tion of Foy by the bridge of Medellin. I believe that Foy intended to 
pass the Guadiana by the Barca at Castil-blanco, hut the swelling of the 
river, which has been so troublesome to us, will probably oblige him to 
come by Medellin; still, we cannot prevent, although we may delay the 
junction, which is a very great object for several reasons. 

We are not within 20,000 men so strong on the left of the Guadiana 
as we ought to be; the troops are arrived and arriving every day, but 
unfortunately our bridge was carried away the day before yesterday. I 
had directed that the planks and hearers might be taken off every night, 
and we have saved every thing, and in two days it will be as good as 
ever ; but if the river should continue in its present state, and the had 
weather should continue, we cannot be certain of passing by our standing 
bridge, and I haye therefore ordered the troops to commence their march 
by Merida. This will take some days, and it would be desirable to gain 
a few days for this object only, as well as for others. If the Guadiana 
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should fall, and lean pnt down the bridge, the troops will lose nothing 
hy marching up the right of the river. On this ground, therefore, I 
think it desirable that an effort should he made to remove Drouet, Dar- 
ricau, &c., from Zalamea, Bon Benito, &c. I don*t think there is any 
thing to he apprehended from the high road to Seville, as it is obvious 
that every thing coming from the south will pass by one of the roads 
from Cordova. 

Upon talking over roads and distances with Gen. B’Urban, it appears 
to me that the cavalry, and your right divisions, should arrive at Zalamea 
and Quintana on the day that your left division, from Almendralejo, 
should arrive at Oliva, and Gen. Hill at Medellin ^ Sir R. Hill should 
send a regiment of cavalry to Gen. Clinton, to look out in his front, and 
enable him to communicate with his right and left We shall thus force 
the enemy back from the best communication across the Guadiana, and 
from the communication with Soult, and we shall gain some time at all 
events. It must be observed, however, that we cannot long maintain the 
position which we shall thus have assumed, as Soult will be on the right 
ffank certainly, and, if he chooses, on the rear of your troops. 

I shall either send Gen. Hill a copy of this letter, or write to him to 
the same purport; and if you should not hear of any movement of Soult^s, 
which would render it inexpedient to undertake this operation, I request 
you to let Gen, Hill know when you move, in order that he may regulate 
his movements accordingly, I am not certain whether Sir R. Hill could 
move upon Medellin by the left of the Guadiana; if he could it would 
give more security to the whole operation, but I should doubt his being 
able to make the march at this season. 

I have letters from of the 21st, and from Salamanca of the 20th, 

but there is nothing new ; they talk of Marmont going to Avila on the 22d. 

P.S. I have received a letter of the 21st from Lieut. Blanckley, from 
Truxillo, who states that Foy is at Castil-hlanco, and that the enemy had 
left Don Benito. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Camp before Badajo 2 , 24th March, 1812, 5 p.Mi 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I wrote this morning to Gen. Sir 
T, Graham, on a plan for obliging the enemy to retire upon Zalamea, 
Don Benito, &c. I shall he much obliged to you if you will he ready to 
march in execution of this plan when you shall hear from Sir T. Graham. 

I should prefer your going to Medellin by the south of the Guadiana, 
if you can. If you cannot, you must go hy the north of that river. As 
well as I recollect, we marched the distance in one march; hut I believe 
it is 6 leagues. 

To Bon Carlos de Espana. Gamp before Badajoz, 24th March, 1812. 

I have bad the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letters to the 
21st inst. 

It appears to me to he quite impossible for the enemy to make any im- 
pression upon Ciudad Rodrigo without the assistance of a battering train, 
if there should he 3000 men in the place determined to defend them- 
selves, As the pressing inconvenience and danger now is the want of 
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provisions, I would recommend to you to withdraw lOOQ of the 4000 men 
you state, in your letter of the 20th, to be in the place, leaving 3000 men, 
upon which I always calculated. If you have had as had weather as we 
have had, I conceive the blockade to be now out of the question. 

I beg to refer you to what I had the honor of telling you in repeated 
conversations, and particularly in my letter of the 5th inst., regarding the 
navigation of the Douro above S, Joao da Pesqueira. I beg leave to 
recall to your Excellency’s recollection, that I requested that the 24 pound 
British shot in Giudad Bodrigo might be sent to Almeida, by the empty 
carriages going to S. Joao da Pesqueira for provisions, so that the removal 
of this shot ought not to have caused any delay in throwing provisions 
into the place. 

To the Rt Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp before Badajoz, 34th March, 1812. 

I enclose my last dispatch to the Sec. of State, to which I have hut 
little to add, excepting that the rain has been almost constant, and bas 
done us a good deal of mischief. We shall, however, open our fire to- 
morrow. 

To the Rt, Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp before Badajoz, 34th March, 1813, 

I have the honor to enclose the copies of a correspondence between 
Don Carlos de Espana and myself, regarding the want of provisions in 
Ciudad Rodrigo,^ which I beg you will bring under the notice of the 
Spanish government. 

I imagine that the difference between Don Carlos’ account of provi- 
sions delivered to the garrison by the British Commissariat, and mine, is 
occasioned principally by the difference between the Spanish and English 
pound. I observe, however, that some provisions have been delivered to 
the garrison (those from Guinaldo for instance), of which I was not aware. 

Memorandum for the Chief Engineer, the Commanding officer of artillery, and Q.M.G. 

36 th March, 1813. 

1. Lieut. Piper to be desired to supply 6 pontoons as row boats near 
the flying bridge, to carry over principally powder and shot. 

2. Care must be taken that they are not overloaded ; not more than forty 
24 pound shot to be put in each, or an equal quantity or weight of powder. 

3. Plank must be placed in the bottom, and the lower part of the sides 
should have a plank in order to prevent the shot from rolling against them 
and making holes. 

* See letter dated Frcneda, 13tli Feb. 1813. 


G, O. Camp before Badajoz, 25tli March, 1818. 

Fifty men having been sent to the hospital at Abrantes, under charge of serj. major , 

of the — regt., without either ticket of admission or returns of necessaries ; and these 

men having been received from Assist. Surgeon , of the — regt, a particular report of 

the cause of this breach of the G. 0. of 17th Dec. 1809 (No. 3), is desired by the Commander 
of the Forces. 

G. O. Camp before Badajoz, 86th March, 1812, 

1. The following officers have been permitted by the Commander of the Forces to act 
as engineers at the siege of Badajoz, and are to report themselves accordingly to the Com- 
manding officer of engineers in camp. 
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4. The pontoons must not he used as passage boats. 

5. Lieut. Piper to be requested to mention in his report whether he has 
bullocks in sufficient numbers, and in good order, to move the bridge. 

To Major Geo. — . Camp before BadaJoZj 26th March, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 22d, and have one of the 23d from 
Don Carlos de Espana, from which I learn that every thing was still quiet 
on the Tonnes, &c. 

In regard to your supplies of corn, &c., I refer your letter to the Com- 
missary Gen. He left money for the supply of your regiment, and there 
is still some corn in the maga^sine at S. J 0 S .0 da Pesqueira, and your march 
is, I understand, provided for. 

You have acted your part very well, and I should think that by this 
time the enemy must know what is going on here. Don Carlos however 
tells me that he expects a convoy with provisions to arrive in Ciudad 
Rodrigo on the 30th; and it is desirable that, if possible, you should not 
quit your station. 

We took the outwork called La Picurina last night, by storm, and we 
are established within 300 yards of the body of the place. 

Ths A*G. to Major Gm, Peacocke, Lisbon, 26th March, 1812. 

CoL Darroch having reported that the foreign recruits have embarked and sailed 
without their accounts beiri^ settled, I am directed by the Commander of the Forces 
to acquaint you that this should not have been permitted, as it will entail a long 
correspondence from England. 

To Major Gen.— —. Camp before Badajoz, 27th March, 1812. 

I have received your letter of 3 p.m., 24th inst. 

If the enemy move to reconnaitre Ciudad Rodrigo, you may depend 
upon it that they know that I am gone, and what we are doing ; and there 
is no reason why you should stay any longer, and you might carry into 
execution my instructions of the 5th inst. 

I wish you, however, to advert to what I wrote to you yesterday ; and 
it is very desirable that you should endeavor to have the provisions now 
on the road, and expected at Ciudad Rodrigo on the SOth inst., introduced 
into the place before you quit that part of the country. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Badajoz, 27th March, 1812. 

The operations of the siege of Badajoz have continued since I addressed 
you on the 20th inst., notwithstanding the badness of the weather, till the 
25th inst. On that day we opened our fire from 28 pieces of ordnance, 
in 6 batteries in the first parallel, 2 of which were intended to fire upon 
the outwork called La Picurina, and the other 4 to enfilade or destroy the 
defences of the fort on the side attacked. I directed Major Gen. Kempt, 
who commanded in the trenches on that afternoon, to attack La Picurina 
by storm, after it was dark that night, which service he effected in the 
most judicious and gallant manner. 

The attack was made by 500 men of the 3d division, formed into 3 
detachments, the right under the command of Major Shaw, of the 'Tdth, 
the centre under Capt. the Hon. H. Powys, of the 83d, and the left under 


Major Rndd, of tlie 'Hth. The communication between the ontwork and 
the body of the place was entered on its right and left by the right and 
left detachments^ each consisting of 200 men; half of each which detach- 
ments protected the attack from sallies from the fort, while the others 
attacked the work in its gorge. It was first entered, however, by the 
centre detachment of 100 men, under the command of Capt. the Hon. 
H. Powys, of the 83d regt., who escaladed the work at the salient angle, 
at a point at which the palisades had been injured by our fire. The 
detachment which attacked the work by the gorge had the most serious 
difficulties to contend with, as it was closed by not less than 3 rows of 
palisades, defended by musketry, and a place of arms for the garrison, 
musket proof, and loopboled througbout. When the attack upon the 
salient angle, however, succeeded, the whole got into the work. 

The enemy’s garrison in the outwork consisted of 250 men, with 
pieces of artillery, under the command of Col. Gaspard Thierry, of the 
Etat Major of the army of the south. But very few if any escaped : the 
Colonel, 3 other officers, and 86 men have been taken prisoners, and the 
remainder were either killed by the fire of our troops or drowned in 
the inundation of the river Rivillas. The enemy made a sortie from the 
ravelin called San Roque, either with a view to recover La Picurina, or 
to protect the retreat of the garrison, but they were immediately driven 
in by the detachment stationed in the communication to protect the attack. 

Major Gen. Kempt mentions in high terms in his report the cool and 
persevering gallantry of the officers and troops ; of which indeed the 
strength of the work which they carried affords the best proof. He par- 
ticularly mentions Lieut. Col. Hardinge, of the Staff of the Portuguese 
army, who attended him on this occasion, Capt. Burnet, his aide de 
camp, and Brig. Major Wilde, who was unfortunately killed by a cannon 
shot, after the work was in our possession. Likewise Capt. Holloway, 
Lieuts. Gipps and Stanway, of the Royal Engineers, who conducted the 
several detachments to the points of attack ; and Majors Shaw and Rudd, 
and Capt. the Hon. H. Powys, who commanded the several detachments : 
these 3 officers were wounded, the latter on the parapet of the work, 
which he had been the first to mount by the ladders.^ I have to add to 
this account the high sense I entertain of the judicious manner and the 
gallantry with which Major Gen. Kempt carried into execution the service 
which I had entrusted to him. We thus established ourselves in La 
Picurina on the night of the 25th, and opened the second parallel within 
300 yards of the body of the place, in which batteries were commenced 
last night. 

It is impossible that I can do justice to the zeal, activity, and inde- 
fatigable labor of the officers and soldiers, with which these operations 
have been carried on in the most unfavorable weather. The Guadiana 
swelled so considerably that, notwithstanding all precautions, our bridge 
of pontoons was carried away on the 22d inst., and the flying bridges 
were so much injured as almost to become useless. But still the opera- 
tions have been carried on without interruption. 

I cannot, however, avoid taking this opportunity of calling the attentfcn 
^ He died of his wounds* 
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of yOTir LordsMp and of His Majesty’s government to the neglect of the 
Portnguese authorities to furnish the means of transport necessary for the 
success of this or any other operation. My own anxiety, and the detail 
into which I am obliged to enter in order to find resources to overcome 
difficulties which occur at every moment, I put out of the question, 
although I believe no officer at the head of an army was ever so ham- 
pered, and it is desirable that the attention of one in that situation should 
be turned to other objects. But the serious inconveniences to which the 
troops are exposed, and the difficulties and risks which attend the execu- 
tion of all services, for want of means of transport, become of such a 
magnitude, that no officer can venture to be responsible for them. If 
there was any want of means of transport in the country I should not 
complain, but I know there is no want ; and I attribute the deficiency 
entirely to the defect of the Portuguese law upon the subject, and to the 
unwillingness of the magistrates to carry it into execution. In every 
country the supply of carriages for the service of the army is ap obliga- 
tion upon the owners of carriages ; and I have repeatedly urged the 
Portuguese government to frame a law upon the subject, with sufficient 
penalties to insure obedience to it, and that the army should have means 
of transport. Instead of doing that, the object of the law lately made by 
the government would appear to be to prevent the army from getting 
carriages, and the consequence is that every service becomes a matter of 
difficulty and risk ; and as the carriages of the poor alone are forced into 
the service by the magistrates, they suffer all the hardships which result 
from the law. 

I had intended to commence the operations against Badajoz between 
the 6th and 8th March, and all the arrangements were made accordingly ; 
but because the large and rich town of Evora, which has suffered in no 
manner by the war, would supply no carriages, I could not commence 
till the nth, and thus the troops have been exposed to, and have been 
obliged to carry on the works of the siege during the rains of the equinox, 
which I had intended to avoid. At this moment the powder for the siege, 
and much of the shot, and many of the engineers’ stores, are not , arrived 
at Elvas, and we are obliged to consume the stores of that garrison. I am 
destroying the equipments of the army in transporting the stores from 
Elvas to the ground of the siege, because no assistance is given by the 
country, or assistance that is quite inadequate to the demand and wants of 
the service. 

I hope that His Majesty’s government will exert their influence with 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, to order the Local Government not only 
to frame a law which shall have for its object the equipment of the armies 
in such a manner as to enable them to defend the country, but to carry 
that law into execution, so that the people of the country shall understand 
that they must comply with its provisions. 

Since I addressed your Lordship on the 20th, Gen. Brouet has had h:s 
troops on the line between Medellin on the Gxtadiana, and Zalamea de la 
Serena and Llerena, apparently with the view of keeping the communi- 
cation open between the army of the south and the divisions of the 
^ Armee de PortugaV stationed on the Tagus. Lieut. Gen. SirT. Graham 
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made a movement to Llerena on tlie 25th at night, but the enemy, con- 
sisting of 3 battalions of infantry and 2 regiments of cavalry, which were 
there, having heard of his march, retired into the mountains during the 
night. Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill has likewise sent a detachment to La 
Guarena, and proposed to march himself this morning upon Medellin, in 
order to co-operate with Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham in obliging the 
enemy to remove to a greater distance, and to endeavor to destroy some 
of their detached corps. 

The divisions of the ^Arrme de PortugaV which were in Castille, and 
those which have lately marched thither, have not yet moved, and the 
object of their movement is still doubtful. It is understood to be to 
attempt a coup de main upon Ciudad Rodrigo, or to blockade the place. 
But I consider the success of the former impracticable, and that the latter 
is equally so at present, as the rain, which has been general, has filled all 
the rivers in that part of the country. 

I am sorry to say that the Spanish authorities have neglected to trans- 
port to Ciudad Rodrigo the provisions which I had given them from the 
British magazine at S. Joao da Pesqueira, and a part of these provisions 
only will arrive at that place on the 30th of this month. The place has 
now, therefore, in it only one month’s provisions for the garrison, which 
I had been able to give them from the stores of the army before I quitted 
Castille. I have transmitted to Mr. Wellesley, for the information of the 
Spanish government, the copies of the correspondence which I have had 
with Don Carlos de Espana on this subject, in which His Majesty’s 
government will see the measures which I had adopted to secure this im- 
portant place, and the state in which it is at present. 

I have not heard from any authority that the troops have yet moved in 
the south, but it is reported that those at Seville had marched upon Cor- 
dova, to which point I understand that those at Granada had been brought. 

P.S. I enclose the return of the killed, wounded, and missing, from the 
1 8th inst. \Iticktded afterwards in the General return at p, 581.] 

To the Et. Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp before Badajoz, 28th March, 1812. 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday, and a paper directed to you from 
Madrid, which is well worth reading, and indeed ought to be sent borne 
It came to me open from the Spanish General at Plasencia, who informed 
me that the person who brought it lost his Spanish passport. 

We are going on well, and shall open our fire from 35 pieces of artil- 
lery, en brhche^ on the morning of the 31st. 

The man who brought the enclosed papers having expressed a desire 
to return to Madrid, I have given him 150 dollars and a receipt for them, 
and desired him to return. 

Some of my friends in Castille have desired me to remonstrate against 

the — — — ’s apointment to he Captain General of that province. I 

believe he is a very bad fellow. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Camp before Badajoz, 28tb. March, 1812. 

When I received your letter of the 21th Sept. 1811, in which you 
announced to me that the committee for the management of the money 
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raised in Great Britain and Ireland by subscription, for the relief of the 
suifering Portuguese, had deternained to place the sum of 15,000 dollars 
at my disposal for the relief of the people inhabiting the country on the 
banks of the Coa and Pinhel rivers, I employed the Rev. S. Briscall, the 
chaplain to head quarters, and the chaplains to the several divisions of the 
army, to make inquiries regarding the state of the people in the neigh- 
bourhood of the cantonments occupied by the troops, to which these 
gentlemen were attached, in order to enable me to form a judgment regard- 
ing the best mode of laying out the money with which I had been entrusted 
for the benefit of the people. Mr. Briscall was unfortunately taken ill 
before he had completed his task, but not before he and the other gentle- 
men had made reports which, at the same time that they showed the 
general distress of the district, proved that no information could be 
obtained, according to which a distribution of the money could be made, 
which would satisfy my mind that I had done that which was most bene- 
ficial to the people. 

l am sorry to say that I could not get from the curates of the villages, 
the fair source of information regarding the distresses of the poor, any 
account of the number in real distress, or a list of the names. All had 
suffered from the invasion, but not equally. The distinction of rich and 
poor still remained, and the former, although in a reduced state, possessed 
generally means of subsistence and to improve their situation, while the 
latter were really in want. Yet I am concerned to add that the rich in 
every village insisted upon their names being inserted in the list of dis- 
tressed persons, in order to participate equally with the poor in the distri- 
bution of money or food ; and the curates of the villages were apprehen- 
sive of the consequences of resisting these unreasonable pretensions ; and 
the lists of the persons in absolute want furnished by the curates, were lists 
of the inhabitants of the villages. It would have been impossible for me 
to attempt to distribute the money excepting through the medium of the 
curates, and it was quite clear that the sum distributed to the whole popu- 
lation in equal proportions, would have relieved the distresses of none. 

Under these circumstances I had at one time determined to return the 
money to the committee, to which determination I was further induced, 
from observing that the people were likely to overcome the distress of the 
winter by attending the troops in their cantonments with various articles 
for sale, by which they gained a subsistence, much more beneficial to 
them than any which charity might give them. 

Nearly about this time (in the end of October) I had an interview with 
the Bishop of Pinhel, and having mentioned to him the difficulties which 
I met with in distributing the money in question, and an idea which I had 
of returning it to the committee, or of purchasing cattle with it, to be 
afterwards distributed to the people, he entirely concurred with me re- 
garding the impossibility of distributing' the money in a satisfactory 
manner, so as to be of use to any body; and he observed that it was not 
then wanted, as the people gained much from the troops, and he ear- 
nestly recommended that I should adopt the measure which 1 had in con- 
templation, and that I should buy cattle to be distributed to the people 
in March. 
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I determined accordingly to carry that plan into execution, and I enclose 
the account of the purchase of 2^6 bullocks, and the receipts for that 
number by the vicar general of Piohel. I likewise enclose the distribu- 
tion of 200 dollars which I gave to Gen. Pack, to be divided among the 
inhabitants of Freixo and the neighbouring villages, when the troops 
commanded by him had quitted the villages, and the people had no longer 
the means of gaining a livelihood by supplying the troops with what they 
wanted, 

I likewise enclose a copy of the paper given to the Bishop of Pinhel, 
containing the plan according to which the bullocks are to be distributed 
to the villages of the district. In adopting this plan I also acted in com- 
munication with the Bishop. I was informed that the temptation of a 
large price had induced many to whom the bullocks had been given to 
sell them, and the Bishop concurred with me in opinion that the plan 
which I proposed, and which is detailed in the enclosed paper, would be 
more likely to promote the renewal of industry and agriculture through- 
out the district than any other ; at the same time that if those entitled to 
the use of the bullocks should not be in possession of seed corn, or should 
not he inclined to make use of them, they would acquire a profit by 
selling their right to the use of the bullocks to the more wealthy pro- 
prietors. 

I beg you to lay this letter and the enclosed papers before the com- 
mittee. 

To Iiieut Gen. Sir T, Graham, K.B. Camp before Badajoz, 29tli March, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I enclose some letters which I have just received from my brother, 
from which you will see that Soult broke up from before Cadiz on the 
23d and 24tb, and commenced collecting bis troops upon Seville. It is 
probable that the corps from thence will march upon Guadalcanal, in order 
to communicate with or join Drouet. It is very desirable that you should 
come hack to Villa Franca, Zafra, &c., keeping your cavalry out in front; 
and that Sir R. Hill should come to Merida. I write to him immediately 
to request him to fall back. 

The troops will commence crossing the river to-morrow morning. 

I have received your letter of 6 p.m. of the 27th. 

P.S. I don’t send the enclosures of these letters, as I have not yet read 
them. 

To Lieut. Geu. Sir R. Hili, K.B. Camp before Badajoz, 29th March, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I received this morning your letter of the 28th, 10 a.m. 

I have this morning received letters from Cadiz to the 24th, at night. 
Soult broke up before that place on the 23d and 24th, and commenced 
collecting his force at Seville. He may therefore be expected shortly in 
Estremadura, probably by Guadalcanal. 

I have written this intelligence to Gen, Graham, and have requested 
him to fall back upon Villa Franca and Zafra. I think you had better 
bring the troops which you have at Medellin and Bon Benito to Guarena, 
and fall back thence on Merida, on the day that Gen. Graham’s troops 
will fall back on Villa Franca and Zafra. 
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I Mve not heard from Sir T. Graham since the 27th in the evening. 
He was then at Yalencia de las Torres, and his infantry at Magnilla. 

To the Et. Hon. H. Wellesley, Camp before Badajoz, 30th March, 1812. 

I have received your letters to the 24th, and some from Gen. Cooke ; 
’ among others one of the 14th, detailing the proceedings of a Junta of 
Generals, of which Gen. Cooke is one. 1 don^t at all like that arrangement. 

1st; I don’t think it proper to communicate my intentions and plans to 
a Junta of Spanish Generals, of whom the — — — — is one. If I don’t 
communicate my plans to them, all their deliberations must be nugatory. 

2dly; I don’t think it very proper or consistent with the principles of 
military subordination, that Gen, Cooke, who is under my command, should 
canvass, at a Junta of Generals, military operations directed by me. 

I don’t know of what use the Junta is, excepting to endeavor, by a side 
wind, to obtain the direction of the operations of this army, in which 
endeavor they may depend upon it they will not succeed. No power on 
earth shall induce me to take a step that I don’t approve of ; and the 
deliberations of the Junta must only aiford fresh ground for dispute, and 
involve me in fresh discussions. 

In their deliberations of the 5th March, I see that they interfered with 
the Portuguese army in Braganza, besides (as all councils of this descrip- 
tion do) throwing doubts upon the operations recommended and fixed for 
Ballesteros. Then they manoeuvre the army of Galicia, as usual, without 
having the slightest knowledge of local circumstances, or of the strength 
of the enemy, or of their own means and resources. This they have done 
in their meeting, reported on by Gen. Cooke in his letter of the 2 1st 
March, No. 59, besides in that of the 5th. 

Gen. Castanos is the Commander in Chief of all the Spanish troops on 
this side of Spain ; and it will appear by the papers which I have trans- 
mitted to you that he and I have considered every point referred to by 
the Junta, and have provided, as well as circumstances and the means and 
resources at our disposal would permit, for every event. Do the Junta 
propose to overturn what we have settled, or improve upon the arrange- 
ment which we have made, with a full knowledge of all the circumstances ? 
Why then deliberate upon these points ? 

When I required the co-operation, although distant, of Gen. Ballesteros, 

I proposed the plan for it, through the King’s Ambassador, according to 
the instructions which I have received, and the government agreed to the 
plan. Where then is the use of the deliberations of the Junta on this 
point? Where have they any room for deliberation? 

I don’t wish to send Gen. Cooke any orders not to attend the Junta, 
when you have desired him to attend ; but I shall be obliged to you if you 
will let him discontinue his attendance quietly, and let matters get to their 
. natural state. * 

We are going on well, and shall open our breaching batteries to-morrow. 

P.S. I see by the accounts from Seville that the enemy have little there 
but Cwicos; and I hope^ that Ballesteros will take advantage of their 
weakness. 

In answer to your letter of the 15th, respecting the money in the 
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Standard, it would certainly be very desirable to me to have some of it ; 
bnt as government disapproved of your retaining any before, I cannot 
desire that you should retain any now ; but I shall write home on the sub- 
ject, and you had better do the same. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Camp before Badajoz, 1st April, 1812, 8 a,m. 

We opened our breaching batteries yesterday with great effect. The 
wall is a good one, however, and it will not he well breached probably till 
the evening of the 3d. In the mean time I hope to be able to get the 
better of the inundation, which hitherto has been very detrimental to us. 

I have letters from of the 29th, and from Salamanca of the 28th. 

The French cavalry were at Tamames on the 29th, and — intended 

to move that night. Marmont was at Salamanca on the 28th, but it was 
expected that he would move on the following day. They have collected 
about 15 days’ provisions, ladders, a bridge, &c.,and I am inclined to be- 
lieve they will attack Ciudad Rodrigo or AlmSda. They have got one 
old 24 pounder, and some 12 pounders; and Longa, in a letter of the 4th, 
mentions that some troops had entered from Bayonne with 20 pieces of 
ordnance, of which 17 were 16 and 12 pounders, that is to say 18 and 14 
pounders. We have no account of the arrival of these guns even at Val- 
ladolid ; but in the letter from Salamanca of this morning, it is- stated that 
they talk of the arrival of guns and troops from Burgos. 

If Soult should move forward when your troops shall be in the stations 
mentioned in my letter of the 29th, I should wish you to collect them in 
the wood in front of the position at Albuera. I mean that Hill should 
remain at Merida as long as possible, in case Soult should prefer to endeavor 
to relieve the place by the right bank of the Guadiana. He would in that 
case retire upon Montijo if the enemy should be too strong for him ; and 
I will have the bridge down between this and Talavera, in order to join 
him with the remainder of the army. If Soult should keep his troops col- 
lected on the left of the Guadiana, Hill would join on the left of the 
army by Lobon and Talavera. If he should be too late, and the enemy 
should he in possession of Lohon, he will always be able to pass by our 
bridge, which I shall move to the neighbourhood of Talavera, as soon as 
I find that Soult collects. 

I have a letter from Lima without a date, in which he says, that, on the 
20th, an aide de camp of Marmont’s had come to Talavera de la Reyna, 
and had stated that Marmont was about to move his head quarters to 
Alfaiates, and that Suchet was to join Soult by forced marches. Indeed 
he said that he expected that Marmont was already at Alfaiates. 

I beli-eve that the rain which annoyed us so much here will turn out to 
have been our best friend, as it must have delayed the execution of all 
Marmont’s schemes. 

P.S. I shall send Hill a copy of this letter. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B, Camp before Badajoz, 1st April, 1812, 11 a.m. 

Sir T. Graham received my letter of the 29th at 4 a.m. on the 30th, and 
probably commenced yesterday to carry into execution what I directed. 
He would of course write to you, as I sent him, with the duplicate, a copy 
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of the letter I wrote to you on the 29th. I now enclose the copy of a letter 
which I wrote to Sir T. Graham this morning, giving an account of our 
state here and elsewhere, and making known to him my intentions. 

I think it not improbable that Soult may endeavor to communicate with 
the place by the right of the Guadiana, when he shall find that we are so 
strong on the left of the river. If I shouM find this to be his intention, I 
shall reinforce our left to the degree that may be expedient, either with a 
part or the whole of our troops, for which I shall use every facility by 
placing our bridge below Talavera. 

If you should find that all the enemy’s troops manoeuvre upon Villa 
Franca, &c., you will march from Merida upon Lobon, and thence on 
Talavera, so as to take your place on the left of the army. It would be 
desirable that you should destroy the bridge at Merida when you will leave 
the place, particularly if you should be certain of making your march 
on Lobon and Talavera. * 

If the enemy should pass the Guadiana with the whole or part of his 
army at Medellin, or if Foy’s division or any other troops should remain 
on the right of the Guadiana, while the others will manceuvre on the left 
of the river, you will remain on the right of the Guadiana, and will fall back 
gradually, if you should find the enemy too strong for you, upon Montijo, 
taking advantage of any favorable ground to delay the enemy’s advance. 
On leaving Merida, you will in this case also break the bridge. 

If the uncertainty of the enemy’s movements towards the right bank of 
the Guadiana should detain you at Merida so long as that you should en- 
tertain doubts of your being able to march by Lobon and Talavera to place 
yourself on the left of the army, you will in that case march by the right 
hank to the bridge of pontoons, which you will find fixed below Talavera. 
You will in this case also destroy the bridge of Merida when you shall 
leave that place. 

The A,0. to Major Cimitierej CeloncQ. 1st April, 1812. 

I have referred your letter, with the several enclosures from Col. Le Mesurier, 
and your answers thereto, to the Commander of the Forces; and I am directed to 

desire that you will immediately order back serjeant and the gunner. I 

am, moreover, to state to you from his Excellency, that if you send one man from 
Celorico upon any authority except what you may receive from head quarters, you 
will be acting in opposition to his orders, and you will be brought to trial before a 
General Court Martial. I regret to have thus strongly to express his Excellency’s 
displeasure upon the subject of Col. Le MesurieFs application to you ; and you 
will perceive that you are not called upon to attend to any orders but those con- 
veyed to you by me from the Commander of the Forces, or sent from the head 
quarters of the army. 

To His Excellency G. Stuart. Camp before Badajoz, 2d April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 30th March, and I am much con- 
cerned that you should feel any uneasiness respecting my recent report to 
the Biitish government on the want of means of transport for the army. 

I think it very likely that I did not trouble you upon the subject in the 
short time that I saw you at Elvas ; but you must recollect that you were 
yourself detained at Elvas from the 6th, the day on which I had fixed to 
ari ive there, till the 11th, when I did aiTive, after staying 5 days longer in 
Castille than I had intended, in order to wait the arrival of the equipments 
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for the siege ; and when I did arrive, I could not undertake any thing till 
the 16th, 5 days afterwards, for the sanae reason. The delay in the arrival 
of the equipments for the siege was to he attributed to the want of means 
of transport at Evora; and I have to add, that those equipments are not, to 
this moment, arrived for the same reason, and that I have been getting on 
in the best manner I could without them. 

You seem to think that you are to blame for any defect of these regu- 
lations, or deficiency in their execution, I assure you there is nothing 
so far from my thoughts as a notion that you are in any, the most distant 
manner responsible for any act of the Portuguese government. All that 
you can do is to remonstrate, and point out what ought to he done. It 
remains for them to execute what you recommend to them. 

In respect to the regulation for means of transport, I beg to refer to 
my letters upon the subject, and the regulation itself ; and it will be seen 
that the object of the latter is to save the people of the country from the 
necessity of supplying the army, and that all the penalties recommended 
by me are omitted. 

In respect to the execution of the regulation in this province, I enclose 
2 letters which the Commissary Gen. put into my hands this morning, 
informing you at the same time that if I wanted 1000 carriages instead of 
100, there ought to be no difficulty in procuring them. 

The question is, are we to carry on the war, or are we not ? If we are, 
the government must set their shoulders to the wheel. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Badajoz, April, 1813. 

Mr, Bissett has communicated to me a letter from the Commissary in 
Chief, from the perusal of which I am concerned to observe that the 
Treasury are not satisfied with him for having lately engaged, under the 
authority of my sanction, to receive a sum of 400,000 dollars, to he 
brought from Gibraltar, at the exchange of bs. Sd. the dollar, the market 
rate at Lisbon being lower. 

As this was not the first contract of this kind which I have sanctioned 
for Mr. Bissett, as well as Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Murray, I am only con- 
cerned that the Lords of the Treasury, who have invariably been made 
acquainted with these contracts, did not make known their disapprobation 
of them at an earlier period, as, if they had, I should not have sanctioned 
those offered for my consideration subsequent to the notification of the 
disapprobation of their Lordships. I can justify the measure adopted 
lately, and upon the former occasions, upon no other ground than necessity, 
I also thought that it was the wish of the Lords of the Treasury, and of 
government in general, that I should authorise the adoption of every mea - 
sure that was practicable, in order to procure specie for the army; but it 
appears that I have been mistaken, and I hope that government will take 
measures to supply the deficiency which must exist in our funds from my 
refusal to sanction contracts of this description in future. 

My brother has informed me that he expects the Standard at Cadiz 
from America with specie, on account of the British government, and he 
has desired to know whether he is to detain any of it for the use of the 
army, at the same time informing me that government had disapproved 
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of Ills detaming moBey at Cadiz upon a farmer occasion.. I beg to have 
your Lordship^s directions upon this subject, as I have told my brother 
that I can’t interfere with any directions given by the government. I at 
the same time beg to refer your Lordship to the various financial state- 
ments sent home by Mr. Bissett and by me, and to inform you that it is 
quite impossible that we can go on without money. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Camp before Badajoz, 3d April, 1812. 

We Opened our fire on the 31st March from 26 pieces of cannon in 
the second parallel, to breach the face of the bastion at the south east 
angle of the fort called La Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion by which 
the face is defended, called Maria. The fire upon these has continued 
since with great efiect. 

The enemy made a sortie, on the night of the 29th, upon the troops of 
Gen. Hamilton’s division, which invest the place on the right of the 
Guadiana, but were immediately driven in with loss. We lost no men on 
this occasion. 

The movements of Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham and of Lieut. Gen. Sir 
R. Hill have obliged the enemy to retire by the different roads towards 
Cordova, with the exception of a small body of infantry and cavalry which 
remained at Zalamea de la Serena, in front of Belalcazar. 

Marshal Soult broke up in front of Cadiz on the 23d and 24th, and 
has marched upon Seville with all the troops which were there, with the 
exception of 4000 men. I understand that he was to march from Seville 
again on the 30th or 31st; and I should think that by this time he has 
joined the troops under Drouet, by Constantina. 

I have not heard from Castille since the 30th March. One division of 
the ^ Armee de Portugal^ which had been in the province of Avila, had 
on that day arrived at Guadapero, within 2 leagues of- Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and it was supposed that Marmont was on his march with other troops 
from the side of Salamanca. I have not heard from thence since the 28th, 
on which day Marshal Marmont was there ; hut it was expected that he 
would march on the following day. The river Agueda was not fordable 
for troops on the 30th. The enemy will certainly reconnaitre Ciudad 
Rodrigo and Almeida when the Agueda shall fall ; and they will probably 
attack the former if they should be in possession of heavy cannon and 
other means to enable them to carry on their attack, which I doubt. I 
am very apprehensive, however, that I ghall he obliged to return to that 
part of the country, in order to insure the safety of those places, as soon 
as I shall have brought to a close the operations which I have now in hand. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Badajoz, 3d April, 1812. 

I enclose the answer which I have received from Marshal Sir W. Beres- 
X)rd, on the reference made to him by your Lordship’s desire, respecting 
the value of the spherical case shot called • Shrapnel’s shells.* 

Since 1 wrote to your Lordship on that subject, I have heard that they 
have been very destructive to the enemy in Badajoz, when thrown from 
24 pounder carronades; and I have directed that some of them may he 
loaded with musket balls, in order to remedy what I have reason to believe 
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is a material defect in these shells, viz,, that the wounds which they inflict 
don^t disable the person who receives them, even for the action in which 
they are received. 

To hieut. Gen, Sir R. Hill, K.B, Gamp before Badajoz, 4tb April, 1 8 1 2, a before 10 p.m. 

I hear from Sir T. Graham, and indeed the intelligence which I before 
received induced me to believe, that Soult would arrive at Llerena this 
day, and all accounts appear to agree that all the troops which he has are 
collected on that point, and that there are none moving towards Merida. 

Although I am prepared to send my bridge to Talavera, it would be 
more convenient not to move it from the place at which it is; and as 
the enemy have collected, and appear to intend to act on the southern side 
of the Guadiana, I am desirous that you should he better prepared than 
you are to place yourself on our left flank. 

If Soult shall intend to fight a battle, he will certainly advance im- 
mediately, and we may expect that he will he on the Albuera on the 
*7th; and, under those circumstances, I am anxious that, on to-morrow* 
evening, you should move your corps to Arroyo de San Servan, Cala- 
monte, and the woods to the south of the Guadiana, and your cavalry 
looking out on the roads to Almendralejo and Zafra. By this measure you 
will be quite ready for a start whenever you will find that Soult passes 
the high road from Seville to Merida, and that nothing is moving on that 
town. 

I hope to be able to attack the place to-morrow night. As for the re- 
doubts, destroy them if you can with convenience ; but the French don’t 
seem to care much about them, nor do I. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp before Badajoz, 4fh April, 1813. 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday, 

I likewise send a letter for the Secretary in the War department from 
Don Carlos de Espana, which will inform the government how things 
were at Ciudad Rodrigo on the 31st March. 1 have since received a 
letter of the 1st April, from which I learn that a party of dragoons had 
crossed the ford of the Agueda above Ciudad Rodrigo on that day, and 
Don Carlos de Espana had removed to Gallegos. The convoy, which 
was expected on the 30th, only arrived on the 31st near Almeida, Thus, 
by ® manana^ the Spaniards will lose that place again, unless I should go 
with the whdle army to its assistance ; and they will lose a great part of 
the benefit which they would derive from the success of our operations 
here. 

We are getting on well ; and I hope that this night, or to-morrow, we 
shall he ready to attempt to take the place by storm. 

I have received your letters of the 28th. I shall he much obliged to 
you if you will tell Gen. O’Donell that I will do every thing in my power 
to get Hs brother exchanged; but I enclose the copy of a letter, which 
will show the result of an attempt which I made to get Gen. Herrasti 
exchanged for Gen. Renaud. 

P. S. I find that the letter from Don Carlos de Espana to the Minister 
at War has been lost. 1 likewise find that I sent to Castanos the letter 
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respecting the exchange of Herrasti ; but it will be returned^ or 1 shall 
get a duplicate of it, which I will send to you. 

To the Et. Hon. H. Wellesley. Camp before Badajoz, 4th April, 1812. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from the Sec. of State, convey- 
ing to me the permission of H. R. H. the Prince Regent, in the name 
and on the behalf of His Majesty, to accept the honor recently conferred 
upon me by the Regency and Cortes of Spain.* 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will take an opportunity 
of informing the Spanish government that I accept the honor conferred 
upon me, and of again expressing my gratitude for it. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Camp before Badajoz, 5lih April, 1812, noon. 

I received your letter of 2 r.Mi yesterday. If Foy remains in his posi- 
tion at Alia, &c., that is, if you should not receive any positive intelli- 
gence of his moving along the right of the Guadiana, before you will be 
required to move to Lobon, &c., in consequence of Soult’s movements, 
there is no occasion for your leaving any body at Merida. If Foy should 
he moving along the right of the Guadiana, when you shall receive intel- 
ligence of Soult’s movements, I don’t think it would be necessary for you 
to stay with your whole corps at Merida. Gen. Howard might stay with 
one British, and Col. Ashworth’s brigade, and the Portuguese cavalry, 
and a brigade of Portuguese artillery. Of course he would not destroy 
the bridge till the last moment; and if you should determine to march 
upon Lobon, you will not destroy the bridge till the last of your troops 
shall come away. Tell the Alcalde, or Corregidor, that if we destroy 
the bridge, I shall render it passable again for them ; that it is to answer 
a military purpose, and must be done if necessary. 

I have not yet heard of Soult’s arrival at Llerena, yesterday. 

To Major Gen. Coobe. Camp before Badajoz, 6th April, 1812. 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that I approve of your discharging 
5 Serjeants from the 87th regt., according to the request of Col. Doyle, 
in order that they may be appointed to commissions in the Spanish service. 

To the Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, Camp before Badajoz, 6tb April, 1812 

Alava delivered to me yesterday evening your letters of the 30th March 
and — April. 

I congratulate you upon being made a Knight of the Bath. You must 
he introduced by a Knight of some Order to the person who is to invest 
you, carrying in your hand the insignia of the Order. The authority to 
invest you is then read; and the person who is to invest you must knight 
you by passing his sword over your shoulder. He then puts the riband 
over your right shoulder, and the star on your left breast. The ceremony 
here generally ends in eating and drinking, &c. &c. 

I have no objection to the delay in sending the garrison to Tarifa till 
matters shall be settled here ; and it will be expedient that Ballesteros 
should return. 

* The title of Diique de Ciudad Rodrigo, and a Grandee of Spain. See Appendix, No.XIX* 
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Memorandum for the attack of Baiajoz. 

(The parts in the smaller print are alterations and explanations afterwards made hv tht* 

Earl of Wellington.) ^ 

Camp, 6 th April, 1812. 

1. The Fort of Badajoz is to be attacked at 10 o’clock this niglit* 

2. The attack must be made on three points ; the castle, the face of the 
bastion of La Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion of Maria. 

3. The attack of the castle to he by escalade ; that of the two bastions 
by the storm of the breaches. 

4. The troops for the storm of the castle, consisting of the 3d division 
of infantry, should move out from the right of the first parallel at a little 
before 10 o’clock, but not to attack till 10 o’clock. 

5. They should cross the river Rivillas below the broken bridge over 
that river, and attack that part of the castle which is on the right, looking 
from the trenches and in the rear of the great battery constructed by the 
enemy to fire on the bastion of La Trinidad. 

6. Having arrived within the castle, and having secured the possession 
of it, parties must be sent to the left along the rampart, to fall on the 
rear of those defending the great breach, in the bastion of La Trinidad, 
and to communicate with the right of the attack on that bastion. 

It is recommended that the attack of the 3d divisiou should be kept clear of the has- 
tiou of San Aofonio, at least till the castle which is above and commands that 
bastion shall be carried. 

'I. The troops for this attack must have all the long ladders in the 
engineers’ park, and 6 of the lengths of the engineers’ ladders. They 
must be attended by 12 carpenters with axes, and by 6 miners with crow- 
bars, &c. 

8. The 4th division, with the exception of the covering party in the 
trenches, must make the attack on the face of the bastion of La Trinidad, 
and the Light division on the flank of the bastion of S*® Maria. 

9. These two divisions must parade in close columns of divisions at 9 
o’clock. The Light division with the left in front; the 4th division with 
its advanced guard, with the left in front; the remainder with the right 
in front. The 4th division must be on the right of the little stream, near 
the piquet of the 4th division, and the Light division must have the river 
on their right. 

This arrangement of tlie columns is made in order that the Light division may extend 
along the ramparts to the left ; and that the 4th division, with the exception of the 
advanced guard, which is to communicate by its left with the Light division, might 
extend along the ramparts to the right. It may be necessary, however, for these 
two divisions mutually to support each other, and attention must in this case be 
paid to the formations. 

10. The Light division must throw 100 men forward into the quarries, 
close to the covered- way of the bastion of Maria, who, as soon as the 
garrison are disturbed, must keep down by their fire the fire from the face 
of the bastion of 8^*^ Maria, and that from the covered-way. 

* The hour originally named was 7-|, being immediately after dusk; but it was sub- 
sequently changed to 10, in consequence of the arrangements being found to require 
that delay. The garrison took advantage of the interval between the breaching bat- 
teries ceasing to batter, and the commencement of the assault, to cover the front of the 
breaches with harrows and crow’s-feet^ and to fix a chevaux-de-frise of sword blades on 
tiieir summits. 
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11. : Tlie advance of both divisions mnst consist of 500 men from each, 
attended by 12 ladders; and the men of the storming party should carry 
sacks filled with light materials, to he thrown into the ditch, to enable the 
troops to descend into it. Care must be taken that these bags are not 
thrown into the covered- way. 

12. The advance of the Light division must precede that of the 4th 
division ; and both must keep as near the inundation as they possibly can. 

13. The advance of both divisions must be formed into hiring parties 
and storming parties. The firing parties must be spread along the crest 
of the glacis, to keep down the fire of the enemy ; while the men of the 
storming party, who carry bags, will enter the covered- way at the place 
^armes^ under the breached face of the bastion of La Trinidad ; those 
attached to the 4th division on its right, those to the Light division on its 
left, looking from the trenches or the camp. 

No. 13 will run thus : after the words * while the men of the storming party who carry 
bags will enter the covered-way,’ insert, ‘those of the Light divisioii, at the place 
(Tarmes on the left, looking from camp, of the uiijBnished ravelin j those of the 4tli 
division, on the right of that ravelin, at the place d^armes under the breached face 
of the bastion of La Trinidad,’ 

14. The storming party of the advance of the Light division will then 
descend into the ditch, and turning to its left, storm the breach in the flank 
of the bastion of S*^ Maria, while the storming party of the 4th division will 
likewise descend into the ditch, and storm the breach in the face of the 
bastion of La Trinidad. The firing parties are to follow immediately in 
the rear of their respective storming parties. 

Major Gen. Colville will observe that a part of the advance of the 4th division must be 
allotted to storm the new breach in the curtain. 

15. The heads of the two divisions will follow their advanced guards, 
keeping nearly together ; hut they will not advance beyond the shelter 
afforded by the quarries on the left of the road, till they shall have seen 
the heads of the advanced guards ascend the breaches : they will then move 
forward to the storm in double quick time. 

The place here pointed out may be too distant. The heads of the columns should be 
brought as near as they can without being exposed to fire. 

16. If the Light division should find the bastion of S*® Maria entrenched, 
they will turn the right of the entrenchment, by moving along the parapet 
of the bastion. The 4th division will do the same by an entrenchment 
which appears in the left face, looking from the trenches of the bastion of 
La Trinidad. 

n. The Light division, as soon as they are in possession of the rampart 
of S**" Maria, are to turn to their left, and to proceed along the rampart to 
their left, keeping always a reserve at the breach. 

18. The advanced guard of the 4th division are to turn to their left, 
and to keep up the communication with the Light division. The 4th divi- 
sion are to turn to their right, and to communicate with the 3d division, 
by the bastion of San Pedro, and the demi-bastion of San Antonio, taking 
care to keep a reserve at the bastion of La Trinidad. 

19. Each (the 4th and Light) division must leave 1000 men in reserve 
in the quarries. 
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It will be necessary for the Commanding oflScer of the Light division to attend to t|j« 
ditch on his left as he makes his attack. He should post a detachment in the ditch 
towards the salient angle of the bastion of S*® Maria, so as to be covered by the angle 
from the fire of the next bastion on its left, looking from the trenches. 

20. The 4th division must endeavor to get open the gate of La 
Trinidad ; the Light division must do the same by the gate called Puerta 
del Pilar. 

21. The soldiers must leave their knapsacks in camp. 

22. In order to aid these operations, the howitzers in No. 4 are to open 
a fire upon the batteries constructed by the enemy to fire upon the breach, 
as soon as the officers shall observe that the enemy are aware of the attack, 
which they must continue till they see that the 3d division are in posses- 
sion of the castle. 

Some signal must be arranged between the Commanding officer of the artillery and the 
officer who shall command the attack on the castle, for ceasing the fire in No. 4. 

23. The Commanding officer in the trenches is to attack the ravelin of. 
San Roque with 200 of the covering party, moving from the right of the 
second parallel^ and round the right of the ravelin, looking from the 
trenches, and attacking the barriers and gates of communication between 
the ravelin and the bridge ; while 200 men likewise of the covering party 
will rush from the right of the sap into the salient angle of die covered- 
way of the ravelin, and keep up a fire on its faces. These last should 
not advance from the sap, till the party to attack the gorge of the ravelin 
shall have turned it. That which will move into the covered -way on the 
right of the ravelin looking from the trenches, ought not to proceed further 
down than the angle formed by the face and the flank. 

It would be better that this attack should move from the right of the sap. The Com- 
manding officer in the trenches must begin it as soon as he shall observe that the 
attack of the 3d division on the castle is perceived by the enemy. 

24. The remainder of the covering party to be a reserve in the trenches. 
The working parties in the trenches are to join their regiments at 7| 
o’clock. 12 carpenters with axes, and 10 miners with crowbars, must he 
with each (the 4th and Light) division. A party of one officer and 20 
irtillerymen must be with each division. 

25. The 5th division must be formed, one brigade on the ground occu- 
pied by the 48th regt. ; one brigade on the Sierra del Viento ; and one 
brigade in the low grounds extending to the Guadiana, now occupied by 
the piquets of the Light division. 

26. The piquets of the brigades on the Sierra del Viento, and that in 
the low grounds towards the Guadiana, should endeavor to alarm the enemy 
during the attack by firing at the Pardaleras, and at the men in the covered- 
way of the works towards the Guadiana. 

A plan has been settled with Lieut. Gen. Leitih, for an attempt to be made to escalade 
the bastion of San Vicente, or the curtain between that bastion and the bridge, if 
circumstances should permit. The Commanding officer of the Light division will 
attend to this. 

Gen, Power will likewise make a false attack on the tete-de-pont. 

27. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests the General 
officers commanding divisions and brigades, and the Commanding officers 
of regiments, and the officers commanding companies, to impress upon 
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their men the necessity of their keeping together, and formed as a military 
body after the storm, and during the night. Not only the success of the 
operation, and the honor of the army, but their own individual safety, 
depend upon their being in a situation to repel any attack hy the enemy, 
and to overcome all resistance which they may be inclined to make, till 
the garrison are completely subdued. 

The A.G^ io Lieut, Col Langley^ R.fV, Train, 6th April, 1812, 

I am directed by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces to transmit you 
the enclosed communication from Lieut. Col. Lord R. Manners, with the ac- 
companying statement from Lieut. Williams in explanation of the transaction in 
which he was concerned with a detachment of the Royal Waggon Train, under his 
orders from Meda to Celorico; and it appears to his Excellency that the circum- 
stances are so clearly detailed, that it would be an injustice to keep Lieut. Wil- 
liams further in arrest. I am also to observe that the Commander of the Forces 
lias much reason to complain of the conduct of the Royal Waggon Train in general ; 
and am further to express his desire that the serjeant and men in question may he 
put into condnement, and sent forthwith to the head quarters of the 6th division, 
where a Court Martial will be assembled for their trial. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp before Badajoz, 7th April, 1812. 

My dispatch of the 3d inst. will have apprised your Lordship of the state 
of the operations against Badajoz to that date ; which were brought to a 
close on the night of the 6th, by the capture of the place by storm. 

The fire continued during the '4th . and 5th against the face of the bas- 
tion of La Trinidad, and the flank of the bastion of Maria; and on the 
4th, in the morning, we opened another battery of 6 guns in the second 
parallel against the shoulder of the ravelin of San Roque, and the wall in 
its gorge. 

Practicable breaches were effected in the bastions above mentioned on 
the evening of the 5th; hut as I had observed that the enemy had en- 
trenched the bastion of La Trinidad, and the most formidable preparations 
were making for tlie defence, as well of the breach in that bastion, as of 
that in the bastion of Maria, I determined to delay the attack for 
another day, and to turn all the guns in the batteries in the second parallel 
on the curtain of La Trinidad; in hopes that by effecting a third breach, 
the troops would he enabled to turn the enemy’s works for the defence of 
the other two ; the attack of which would besides be connected hy the 
troops destined to attack the breach in the curtain. This breach was 
effected in the evening of the 6th, and the fire of the face of the bastion 
of S** Maria and of the flank of the bastion of La Trinidad being over- 
come, I determined to attack the place that night. 

I had kept in reserve in the neighbourhood of this camp the 5th divi- 

G. O. Camp before Badajoz, 7th April, 1812. 

1. ^ The Commander of tlie Forces returns his thanks to the General officers, officers, and 
soldiers of the 3d, 4th, and Light divisions, to the Royal engineers and artillery, and to the 
Portuguese artillery, for their persevering patience, and laborious industry, and the gal- 
lantry which they have uniformly manifested throughout the late siege of Badajoz. 

In thanking them for the uncommon gallantry displayed last night in the assault of 
the place, under the most trying circumstances, the Commander of the Forces must include 
among those, the General officers, officers, and soldiers of the 5th division. 

2. The Commander of the Forces requests that the men’s arms may be immediately got 
into order again, as he hopes that another occasion of meeting the enemy will before long 
occur. 
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sion tuider Lieut. Gen. Leith, which had left Castille only in the middle 
of March, and had but lately arrived in this part of the country; and I 
brought them up on that evening. The plan for the attack was, that Lieut. 
Gen. Picton should attack the castle of Badajoz by escalade with the 3d 
division ; and a detachment from the guard in the trenches furnished that 
evening by the 4th division, under Major Wilson of the 48th regt., should 
attack the ravelin of San Roque upon his left, while the 4th division under 
Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville, and the Light division under Lieut Col. 
Barnard, should attack the breaches in the bastions of La Trinidad and 
Maria, and in the curtain by which they are connected. The 5th division 
were to occupy the ground which the 4th and Light divisions had occu- 
pied during the siege ; and Lieut. Gen. Leith was to make a false attack 
upon the outwork called the Pardaleras; and another on the works of the 
fort towards the Guadiana, with the left brigade of the division under 
Major Gen. Walker, which he was to turn into a real attack, if circum- 
stances should prove favorable ; and Brig. Gen. Power, who invested the 
place with his Pqrtuguese brigade on the right of the Guadiana, was di- 
rected to make false attacks on the tete-de-pont, the Fort San Christoval, 
and the new redoubt called Mon Cceur. 

The attack was accordingly made at 10 at night: Lieut Gen. Picton 
preceding by a few minutes the attacks by the remainder of the troops. 
Major Gen, Kempt led this attack, which went out from the right of the 
first parallel. He was unfortunately wounded in crossing the river Rivillas 
below the inundation ; but notwithstanding this circumstance, and the ob- 
stinate resistance of the enemy, the castle was carried by escalade ; and the 
3d division established in it at about 1 1 J o’clock. While this was going on, 
Major Wilson of the 48th carried the ravelin of San Roque by the gorge, 
with a detachment of 200 men of the guard in the trenches ; and with 
the assistance of Major Squire, of the Engineers, established himself 
within that work. 

The 4th and Light divisions moved to the attack from the camp along 
the left of the river Rivillas, and of the inundation. They were not per- 
ceived by the enemy till they reached the covered- way ; and the advanced 
guards of the two divisions descended without difficulty into the ditch, pro- 
tected by the fire of the parties stationed on the glacis for that purpose ; 
and they advanced to the assault of the breaches, led by their gallant officers, 
with the utmost intrepidity. But such was the nature of the obstacles pre- 
pared by the enemy at the top and behind the breaches, and so determined 
their resistance, that our troops could not establish themselves within the 
place. Many brave officers and soldiers were killed or wounded by 
explosions at the top of the breaches ; others who succeeded to them were 

A. G. O. Camp before Badajoz, 7th April, iSlii . 

It is now full time that the plunder of Badajoz should cease ; and the Commander of 
the Forces requests that an officer and 6 steady non-commissioned officers may be sent 
from each regiment, British and Portuguese, of the 3d, 4th, 5th, and Light divisions, into 
the town to-morrow morning, at 5 o'clock, in order to bring away any men that may be 
Straggling there, 

2. The Commander of the Forces has ordered the Provost Marshal into the town, and 
he has orders to execute any men he may find in the act of plunder, after he shall ariiV ; 
there. 

This order is to be communicated to the Portuguese as well as to the British troops. 

VOL. V. 2 P 
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obliged to give way, Having found it impossible to penetrate the obstacles 
wbich the enemy bad prepared to impede their progress. These attempts 
were repeated till after 12 at night; when, finding that success was not 
to be attained, and that Lieut, Gen. Picton was established in the castle, 
I ordered that the 4th and Light divisions might retire to the ground on 
which they had been first assembled for the attack. 

In the mean time, Lieut. Gen, Leith had pushed forward Major Gen. 
Walker’s brigade on the left, supported by the 38th regt. under Lieut. 
Col. Nugent, and the 15th Portuguese regt. under Col. Do Rego, and he 
had made a false attack upon the Pardaleras with the 8th ca^adores under 
Major Hill. Major Gen. Walker forced the harrier on the road of Oli- 
ven<ja, and entered the covered- way on the left of the bastion of San 
Yicente, close to the Guadiana. He there descended into the ditch, and 
escaladed the face of the bastion of San Vicente. Lieut. Gen. Leith 
supported this attack by the 38th regt., and 15th Portuguese regt. ; and 
our troops being thus established in the castle, which commands all the 
works of the town, and in the town; and the 4th and Light divisions 
being formed again for the attack of the breaches, all resistance ceased; 
and at daylight in the morning, the Governor, Gen. Philippon, who had 
retired to Fort San Ghristoval, surrendered, together with Gen. Vieland, 
and all the Staff, and the whole garrison. I have not got accurate returns 
of the strength of the garrison, or of the number of prisoners : but Gen. 
Philippon has informed me that it consisted of 5000 men at the commence- 
ment of the siege, of which 1200 were killed or wounded during the 
operations; besides those lost in the assault of the place. There were 5 
French battalions, besides 2 of the regiment of Hesse Darmstadt, and the 
artillery, engineers, &c. ; and I understand there are 4000 prisoners. 

It is impossible that any expressions of mine can convey to your Lord- 
ship the sense which I entertain of the gallantry of the officers and troops 
upon this occasion. The list of killed and wounded will show that the 
General officers, the Staff attached to them, the Commanding, and other 
officers of the regiments, put themselves at the head of the attacks which 
they severally directed, and set the example of gallantry which was so well 
followed by their men. . 

Marshal Sir W. Beresford assisted me in conducting the details of this 
siege ; and I am much indebted to him for the cordial assistance which I 
received from him, as well during its progress, as in the last operation 
which brought it to a termination. 

The duties in the trenches were conducted successively by Major Gen. 
the Hon. C. Colville, Major Gen. Bowes, and Major Gen. Kempt, under 
the superintendence of Lieut. Gen. Picton. I have had occasion to men- 
tion all these officers during the course of the operations; and they all 
distinguished themselves, and were all wounded in the assault. I am par- 
ticularly obliged to Lieut. Gen. Picton for the manner in which he 
arranged the attack of the castle, and also for that in which he sup- 
ported the attack, and established his troops in that important post. 

Lieut. Gen. Leith’s arrangements for the false attack upon the Parda- 
leras, and that under Major Gen. Walker, were likewise most judicious ; 
and he availed himself of the circumstances of the moment, to push forward 
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and support the attack under Major Gen, Walker, in a manner highly cre- 
ditable to him. The gallantry and conduct of Major Gen. Walker, who 
was also wounded, and that of the officers and troops under his command, 
were conspicuous. 

The arrangements made by Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville for the 
attack by the 4th division, were very judicious ; and he led them to the 
attack in the most gallant manner. In consequence of the absence, on ac- 
count of sickness, of Major Gen, Vandeleur, and of Col. Beckwith, Lieut. 
Col. Barnard commanded the Light division in the assault, and distin- 
guished himself not less by the manner in which he made the arrangements 
for that operation, than by his personal gallantry in its execution. 

I have also to mention Brig. Gen. Harvey of the Portuguese service, 
commanding a brigade in the 4th division, and Brig. Gen. Champelmond, 
commanding the Portuguese brigade in the 3d division, as highly distin- 
guished. Brig. Gen. Harvey was wounded in the storm. 

Your Lordship will see in the list of killed and wounded a list of the 
Commanding officers of regiments. In Lieut. Col. Macleod of the 43d 
regt., who was killed in the breach, His Majesty has sustained the loss of 
an officer who was an ornament to his profession, and was capable of ren- 
dering the most important services to the country. I must likewise men- 
tion Lieut. Col. Gibbs of the 52d, who was wounded, and Major O’Hare 
of the 95th, unfortunately killed in the breach ; Lieut. Col. Elder of the 
3d, and Major Algeo of the 1st ca^adores. Lieut. Col. Harcourt of the 
40th, likewise wounded, was highly distinguished ; and Lieut. Cols. 
Blakeney of the Royal Fusiliers, Knight of the 27^, Erskine of the 48th, 
and Capt. Leaky, who commanded the 23d Fusiliers, Lieut. Col. Ellis 
having been wounded during the previous operation of the siege. 

In the 5th division I must mention Major Hill of the 8th ca<jadores, who 
directed the false attack upon the fort Pardaleras. It was impossible for 
any men to behave better than these did. 

I must likewise mention Lieut. Col. Brooke, of the 4th regt., and Lieut. 
Col. the Hon. G. Carleton of the 44th, and Lieut. Col, Gray of the 30th, 
who was unfortunately killed. The 2d batt. 38th regt. under Lieut. Col. 
Nugent, and the 15th Portuguese regt. under Col. LuizdoRego, likewise 
performed their part in a very exemplary manner. 

The officers and troops in the 3d division have distinguished themselves 
as usual in these operations. Lieut. Gen. Picton has reported to me par- 
ticularly the conduct of Lieut. Col. Williams of the 60th ; Lieut. Col. Ridge 
of the 5th, who was unfortunately killed in the assault of the castle ; Lieut. 
Col. Forbes of the 45th, Lieut. Col. Fitzgerald of the 60th, Lieut. Col. the 
Hon. R. Le P. Trench, and Lieut. Col. Manners of the 74th; Major CaiT 
of the 83d, and Major the Hon. H. Pakenham, A.A.G. to the 3d division. 
He has likewise particularly reported the good conduct of Col. Campbell 
of the 94th, commanding Major Gen. the Hon. C. Colville’s brigade, 
during his absence in command of the 4th division, whose conduct I have 
so repeatedly had occasion to report to your Lordship. 

The officers and men of the corps of engineers and artillery were equally 
distinguished during the operations of the siege and in its close. 

Lieut. Col. Fletcher continued to direct the works, (notwithstanding 
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that he was wounded in the sortie made by the enemy on the 19th March,) 
which were carried on by Major Squire and Major Burgoyne, under his 
directions. The former established the detachments under Major V\/ ilson, 
in the ravelin of San Roque, on the night of the storm ; the latter attended 
the attack of the 3d division on the castle. I have likewise to report the 
good conduct of Major Jones, Capt. Nicholas, and Capt. Williams, of the 
Royal Engineers, 

Major Dickson conducted the details of the artillery service during the 
siege, as well as upon former occasions, under the general superintendence 
of Col. Framingham, who, since the absence of Major Gen, Borthwick, has 
commanded the artillery with the army. 

I cannot sufficiently applaud the officers and soldiers of the Royal and 
Portuguese artillery during the siege; particularly Lieut. CoL Robe, who 
opened the breaching batteries ; Major May, Capt. Gardiner, Major Hol- 
combe, and Lieut. Bourchier of the Royal artillery ; Capt. de Rettherg 
of the German, and Major Tulloh of the Portuguese artillery. 

Adverting to the extent of the details of the ordnance department 
during this siege, to the difficulties of the weather, &c., with which Major 
Dickson had to contend, I must mention him most particularly to your 
Lordship. 

The officers of the Adj. Gen. and Q. M. Gen.’s departments rendered 
me every assistance^ on this occasion, as well as those of my personal Staff ; 
and I have to add that I have received reports from the General officers 
commanding divisions, of the assistance they received from the officers of 
those departments attached to them, the greatest number of whom, and of 
their personal Staff, are wounded. 

In a former dispatch I reported to your Lordship the difficulties with 
which I had to contend, in consequence of the failure of the civil authori- 
ties of the province of Alentejo to perform their duty and supply the army 
with means of transport. These difficulties have continued to exist ; hut 
I must do Major Gen. Victoria, the Governor of Elvas, the justice to re- 
port that he, and the troops under his command, have made every exer- 
tion, and have done every thing in their power to contribute to our success. 

Marshal Soult left Seville on the 1st inst,, with all the troops which he 
could collect in Andalusia ; and he was in communication with the troops 
which had retired from Estremadura, under Gen. Drouet, on the 3d, and 
he arrived at Llerena on the 4th, I had intended to collect the army on 
the Albuera rivulet, in proportion as Marshal Soult should advance ; and 
I had requested Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham to retire gradually upon Al- 
huera, while Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill should do the same on Taiavera, from 
Don Benito and the upper parts of the Guadiana, I don’t think it certain 
that Marshal Soult has made any decided movement from Llerena since 
fhe 4th, although he has patrolled forward with small detachments of ca- 
valry, and the advanced guard of his infantry have been atUsagre. None 
of the ‘ Armee de Portugal ’ have moved to join him. 

According to the last reports which I have received of the 4th inst., 
from the frontier of Castille, it appears that Marshal Marmont had esta- 
blished a body of troops between the Agueda and the Co a, and he had 
recoimaitred Almeida on the 3d. Brig. Gen. Trant’s division of militia 
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had arrived upon the Coa, and Brig. Gen. Wilson’s division was following 
I with the cavalry, and Lieut. Gen. the Conde de Amarante was on his 

march, with a part of the corps under his command, towards the Douro. 

It would be very desirable that I should have it in my power to strike 
n blow against Marshal Soult before he could be reinforced ; but the 
Spanish authorities having omitted to take the necessary steps to provision 

I Ciudad Rodrigo, it is absolutely necessary that I should return to the 

frontiers of Castille within a short period of time. It is not very pro- 
bable that Marshal Soult will risk an action in the province of Estrema- 
dura, which it would not he difficult for him to avoid, and it is very 
necessary that he should return to Andalusia, as Gen: Ballesteros was in 
movement upon Seville on the 29th of last month, and the Conde de 
Penne Villemur moving on the same place from the Lower Guadiana. 

It will be quite impossible for me to go into Andalusia till ! shall have 
secured Ciudad Rodrigo. I therefore propose to remain in the positions 
now occupied by the troops for some days ; indeed a little time is required 
to take care of our wounded ; and if Marshal Soult should remain in 
Estremadura I shall attack him; if he should retire into Andalusia, I 
must return to Castille. 

I have the honor to enclose returns of the killed and wounded from the 
31st March, and in the assault of Badajoz, and a return of the ordnance, 
small arms, and ammunition found in the place. I shall send the returns 
of provisions in the place by the next dispatch. This dispatch will be 

i delivered to your Lordship by my aide de camp Capt. Canning, whom I 

beg leave to recommend to your protection. 

I He has likewise the colors of the garrison, and the colors of the Hesse 

I Darmstadt regiment, to be laid at the feet of H. R. H. the Prince Re- 

5 gent. The French battalions in the garrison had no eagles.’*^ 

i Return of the killed, wounded, and missing of the army, at the siege and capture of 

Badajoz, from the 18th March to 7th April, 1812, inclusive. 
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Total loss of officers, 
non - commissioned 
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officers, and R. & F. 

Killed 

72 

51 

912 

1035 

Wounded . • . • 

306 

216 i 

3265 

3787 

M'issiiig 

— 

1 

62 

63 


The Portuguese loss is included in the above numbers. 


To H. R. H. the Commander in Chief. Camp at Badajoz, 7tb April, 1812. 

f have the honor to enclose to your Royal Highness extracts of dis- 
patches to the Sec. of State, containing accounts of the siege and capture 
of Badajoz by the troops under my command. 

In order to give your Royal Highness a clearer idea and a more de- 
tailed account of the last operations, I enclose a memorandum, with the 
See Appendix, No. XXL 
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plan of attack, wMch I gave to the General officers named in it, on the 
4th, in order that they might thoroughly understand it, and examine the 
ground on which they were to act; and copies of the alterations and ex- 
planations which I made of the different articles up to the evening of 
the 6th. 

I likewise enclose copies of the reports which I have received from the 
several General officers commanding divisions, from the Chief Engineer, 
and from the Commanding officer of the Artillery, from which your Royal 
Highness will see in what manner the service was executed, and the 
names of the officers who distinguished themselves. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Camp at Badajoz, 7th April, 1812. 

I send by this occasion the accounts of our success before Badajoz ; 
and 1 have sent to His Royal Highness copies of my instructions for the 
attack, and the reports of the several officers commanding divisions, &c., 
on the execution. 

These name officers, and His Royal Highness will judge whether it is 
fit that they should he promoted or noticed. I am particularly anxious 
about Gen. Picton’s aide de camp, Capt. Stovin,* and his A. A. G., Major 
Pakenham,f whom he has particularly mentioned to me ; likewise Capt. 
Stuart, of the 95th, the D, A. Q. M. G. of the Light division ; and Major 
Rowan, the A, A. G. with the same ; and Major Broke, J the A. Q. M. G, 
with the 4th division. 

Our loss has been very great ; but I send you a letter to Lord Livers 
pool which accounts for it.§ The truth is, that, equipped as we are, the 
British army are not capable of carrying on a regular siege. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Camp at Badajoz, 7tli April, 1812. 

I beg leave to recommend to your Lordship to have sent to the Tagus 
4000 barrels of gunpowder. There is hut little of that article remaining 
in Badajoz ; and the siege has expended a large proportion of wffiat was 
in Elvas, which must he replaced from the stores at Lisbon. 

Tc llie Earl of Liverpool. Camp at Badajoz, 8th April, 1812. 

It gives me great pleasure to inform your Lordship that our numerous 
wounded officers and soldiers are doing well. 

I have had great reason to be satisfied with the attention paid to them 
by Dr. M‘Grigor, the Inspector General of Hospitals, and the medical 
gentlemen under his direction; and I trust that the loss to the service, 
upon this occasion, will not eventually be great. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Camp at Badajoz, 8th April, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a dispatch to the Sec. of State, giving an account 
of the capture of Badajoz by assault. 

Major Gen. Sir F. Stovin, K.C.B. 

f Major Gen. the Hoii. Sir H. Pakenham, K.C.B. 

I The late Major Gen. Sir C. Broke Vere, K.C.B. 

^ § A search, hitherto unsuccessful, has been made for this letter. From the precis of it 
in the Index of 1812, as well as from documents in the Ordnance office, it appears that 
this letter recommended the formation of a corps of Sappers and Miners; the want of such 
an establishment with the army being- the chief cause of the great loss in the sieges. 
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I beg that you will communicate to the Spanish government such parts 
of this dispatch as you may think proper. And I send it by Col. Don 
Josef O’Lawlor, who has for some time been employed with this army, 
very much to my satisfaction, and has been present at all the operations; 
and can give the government any further details which they may wish to have. 

I have requested Lieut. Gm. the Marques de Monsalud to come over 
here; and I propose to give him possession of the place, and ail that it 
contains. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Camp at Badajoz, 8th April, 1812. 

I send my dispatch on the fall of Badajoz by Capt. Canning, my aide 
de camp. I had thought of sending it by Lord FitzRoy Somerset, for 
whom I am very anxious to obtain the rank of Lieut. Colonel; but it 
would really he so inconvenient to me, and to the public service, to be 
without him, that I prefer to trespass upon His Royal Highness® kindness, 
and to ask him as a favor to promote hinv 

I have more than one claim for promotion for my aides de camp, as I 
have not availed myself of all the opportunities of which I might have 
availed myself to send them to England with accounts of important events. 
I hope, therefore, that if His Royal Highness should he favorably disposed 
to grant me this request, you will make it. 

I likewise wish again to draw the notice of His Royal Highness to 
Major Dickson. I am certain that there is not an officer in this army 
who will not admit that he deserves any favor which can be conferred 
upon him. 

To Marquis Wellesley. Camp at Badajoz, 8th April, 1812. 

I have the pleasure to tell you that we took Badajoz by storm on the 
night of the 6th. Our loss was severe, but it is impossible to perform 
services of this kind without heavy loss. I am in great hopes that Bal- 

G. O. Camp before Badajoz, 8th April, 1812, at 11 o’clock f.m. 

1. The rolls must be called in camp every hour, and all persons must attend till fur- 
ther orders. 

2. Brig. Gen. Power is ordered, and held responsible, that no British or Portuguese sol- 
diers, excepting those belonging to the place, or having a passport from a field officer, shall 
go into Badajoz till further orders. 

3. The Commander of the Forces is sorry to learn that the brigade in Badajoz, instead 
of being a protection to the people, plunder them more than those who stormed the town. 

4. Brig. Gen. Power’s brigade are to be put under arms to-morrow morning, at day- 

light, and to continue under arms till further orders. The Brig. General is to send a state 
to head quarters, every 6 hours, of the number of men under arms, in the form of the daily 
morning state. ' , 

5. The ladders in the counterscarp and scarp of the fort are to be taken out of the ditch 
to-morrow morning, at daylight, by fatigue parties of Brig. Gen. Powers brigade, and the 
Brig. General will report when this order is obeyed. 

6. The Commander of the Forces calls upon the staff officers of the army, and the Com- 
manding and other officers of regiments, to assist him in putting an end to the disgraceful 
scenes of drunkenness and plunder which are going on. at Badajoz. 

7. The Provost Marshal of the army, and the assist, provosts of tlie several divisions, are 
to attend there to-morrow at daylight, and throughout the day. 

8. Brig. Gen. Power is requested to place 50 men, with officers in proporfirm, on guard 
at the gate of Elvas, and another of the same number at the breaches; and to prevent sol- 
diers from entering the town, or from quitting it with bundles of any description. 

9. Brit ish and Portuguese soldiers are forbid to go into Badajoz, and the provosts are to 
punish those they may find there, as being guilty of disobedience of orders, unless they 
should have a pass signed by a field officer or the Commanding officer of the regiment. 
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lesteros will likewise get into Seville, and if tliat should be the case, and 
he destroys every thing as he ought, the French will be done for in 
Andalusia. 

P.S. Capt. Canning was to have taken this, but he is gone without it, 
and I send it by the post 

To Col. Austin. Cauip at Badajoz, 9th April, 1812. 

I write to the Conde de Penne Villemur to suggest to hina the expe- 
diency of returning to Estremadura, and that he should pass by the left of 
the Guadiana. 

In case, however, that he should prefer to pass through the Kingdom 
of Portugal, I beg that you will give him provisions to support his troops 
to Beja, from whence the Commissary Gen. of this array will provide 
for him. 

I enclose the route for the Conde de Penne Villemur, and I beg you to 
fill up the dates and send me a copy of it. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Camp at Badajoz, 9th April, 1812. 

In answer to Dom M. Forjaz’s note of the 4th inst., enclosed in your 
letter of the 6th, I beg that you will inform that gentleman that I refer 
him to my letters on the subject of the regulation for means of transport, 
and to the regulation alone, in which he will see that every measure which 
I proposed is frittered away to nothing ; that the form and words only 
remain, and the spirit of the measure is taken away. I must observe that 
this is the mode in which the local government of Portugal have acted by 
me for the last 2 years. They are apprehensive of the displeasure of their 
Prince and of the country, if they openly object to what is proposed ; but 
they carry it into execution in such a manner as to deprive it of all chance 
of success. I purpose not to give myself any further trouble about this 
or any other arrangement; and the local government will act as they may 
think proper. I give them notice, however, first, that they will lose the 
fortress of Elvas, if they don’t take measures to carry up to that place 
the stores which I had provided for the siege of Badajoz, which are now 
at Alca^er do Sal ; as, for want of those stores, I have been obliged to use 
the stores in Elvas. 2dly ; that they will lose Badajoz, if they don’t 
take measures to provide me with the means of transport to supply that 
place with stores for its defence. 

I heg that this warning may he recollected, and that it may he under - 
stood, that from this time forward, I consider myself in no manner respon- 
sible for the safety of either place. 

To the Eari of Liverpool. Camp at Badajoz, 9th April, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 11th 
Feb., in regard to the relief of 2d battalions of this army. 

As soon as the 2d batt. 4th regt. shall arrive, I shall send away two of the 
2d battalions ordered by His Royal Highness. The 2d hatt. 52d is already 
gone, under His Royal Highness’ former orders ; and the 2d battalions of 
the 5th, 38th, and 42cl regts. shall go as soon as the 1st battalions of those 
regiments sliall arrive. There will then remain three 2d battalions in this 
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country, wbicli His Royal Higliness is desirous should quit it, and they 
shall go as soon as I shall receive orders to send them; and I heg your 
Lordship will state to what part of the world the several battalions are to 
he sent, when they shall quit this country. 

Your Lordship and His Royal Highness are the best judges of what 
description of troops it is expedient that this army should be composed. 

I beg leave, however, to submit, that some of the best and most expe- 
rienced soldiers in this army, the most healthy and capable of bearing 
hitigue, are in the 2d battalions. The 2d batts, 53d, 31st, and 66th, for 
instance, are much more efficient, and have always more naen for duty in 
proportion to their gross numbers, and fewer sick, than any of the 1st 
battalions recently arrived which had been in Walcheren ; and it is certain 
that this army will not he so strong by the exchange of new for old 
soldiers. I have thought it proper to submit this matter to your Lord- 
ship, assuring you at the same time that it is entirely indiffierent to me ; 
and that whatever orders I shall receive upon the subject will be imme- 
diately obeyed. 

I ordered Gen. Gooke to occupy Tarifa as soon as I received your Lord- 
ship’s directions ; but, as the Spanish government had reinforced Gen. 
Ballesteros at my request, and had reduced for that purpose the Spanish 
force at Cadiz, referring, at the same time, to the state of the British 
force at that station, they objected to send a detachment to Tarifa at 
present. As, however, the object for which Gen. Ballesteros was re- 
inforced is accomplished, I conclude that the Spanish troops will be 
recalled to Cadiz ; and I have desired Gen. Cooke to obey your Lordship’s 
orders. 

Vie J,G, to Lieut. Col. Le Mesurier, Governor of Almeida. 9th April, 1812. 

I have laid your letter of the 2d inst before the Commander of the Forces, and 
I am to acquaint you with his Excellency’s directions that you immediately send 
back to Castanheira and Celorico any officers and soldiers who may have been 
marched from those stations to Almeida. You are to comply with this order 
without hesitation ; and in future you are not to send any directions to Major 
Gimetiere or Capt. Poppleton, who will invariably receive their orders from head 
quarters. 

To Cap. Poppleton^ Castanheira. 9th April, 1812. 

I am directed to acquaint you, upon your letter of the 31st March and enclosure, 
that the Commander of the Forces positively desires you will immediately get back 
the officers and men you have sent to Almeida ; and in future you are to obey the 
orders that are sent to you from..head quarters only, and not to attend to any sent 
from Col. Le Mesurier, or any one else. The Commander of the Forces is asto- 
nished that you should have attended to any such communications as those which 
have been made to you by the Governor of Almeida. His Excellency knows what 
is passing on the frontier of Beira better than Col. Le Mesurier, and you are only 
to obey such orders as shall be sent to you from bead quarters. 

The A,G. to Capt. Stewart^ Castello Branco. 9th April, 1812. 

I am to acquaint you. hi reply to your letter of the 4th inst., that the Commander 
of the Forces desires that you will obey no orders except such as may he sent to 
you from head quarters ; and I am to observe to you, regarding the movements of 
the enemy, that his Excellency is better acquainted with them than Gen. Le Cor 
or any one else, and any orders that may he necessary, you will invariably receive 
from hence. 
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To Major Gen. Camp at Badajo 2 , lOtk April, 1812. 

1 "beg to refer you to my instructions of the 5th ult. from Freneda, in 
which you will see that, in case the enemy followed your march from 
Ciudad Rodrigo, you were to move gradually, and you were not directed 
to proceed farther than Gastello Branco without further orders. I cannot 
consider movements to he gradual which brought you from Val de Lobos 
to Gastello Branco in 2 days. You have now crossed the Tagus at Villa 
Telha without orders, and you propose to destroy the bridge at that place. 

It does not appear from your letters whether you had or not received 
the order of the Q. M. G. of the 8th inst. to halt at Gastello Branco, or 
to return thither if you had left that place ; and I can’t tell whether you 
will obey that order or not. 

If, upon the receipt of this letter, you have no positive intelligence that 
the enemy are actually in Gastello Branco, you will march there, and act 
according to the order contained in the letter from the Q. M. G. of the 
.8th inst. 

You are not to interfere in any manner with the bridge at Villa Velha. 
I send an officer there to take up the bridge if it should be necessary, and 
to remove the boats to a station below Villa Velha on this side of the 
Tagus, from which they can afterwards he moved up again, and formed 
into a bridge for the service of the army. 

The troops will move in the morning. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Camp at Badajoz, 10th April, 1812, 

In my last letters I omitted to recommend to His Royal Highness' 
favor Capt. Nicholas of the Engineers, because he is so desperately 
wounded that I thought it impossible he could live, hut I understand that 
he is likely to do well and it is hut justice to him to make known his 
merits to His Royal Highness. 

Lieut. Col. Fletcher has likewise requested me to recommend Capt. 
EUicomhe of the Engineers. 

P.S. It would he very desirable to get back to their duty in this country 
all the officers absent in England for various causes. I have really more 
to do than I can manage. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, IC.B. Camp before Badajoz, llth April, 1812. 

I heard yesterday evening that some of Marmont’s troops had crossed 
the Goa, and had appeared on this side of Sahugal on the 8th ; it is even 
said that they were that night at Penamacor. It is therefore necessary that 
I should return to that side of the Tagus, and I have put some of the troops 
in motion this day. 

It is desirable that Gen. Long’s brigade should move forward to Villa 
Franca and Zafra, having posts of observation at Llera, Usagre, and Bien- 
venida, in order to relieve Gen. Anson’s brigade, which are following and 
observing the enemy. Major Gen, Long must take care not to engage 
himself in any affair of consequence, hut must fall back upon you in case 
of necessity. 


* He died of his wounds. 
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You will judge of the best place to put your corps in to fulfil the fol- 
lowing objects, for the present. My own opinion is, that your infantry 
should be in Alraendralejo, Azauchal, &c., and your light cavalry as 
above pointed out, and your Portuguese cavalry on the north side of 
the Guadiana ; I propose, besides, to attach a brigade of heavy cavalry 
to Sir W. Erskine’s division, which should be in the best situation for 
forage, &c. 

My wish is to putBadajoz in a state of defence again as soon as possible, 
and Lieut. Col. Fletcher is setting to work upon it, and that you should 
cover the place with your corps while the work will be going on. Either 
Gen, Spry’s or Gen. Pow’-er’s brigade, and the 22d Portuguese regt, 
will be in the place as a garrison, and to work upon it, till Penne Villemur 
and Morillo shall return from the Condado ; and two companies of Portu- 
guese and one of British artillery to set the ordnance, &c., to rights. 

Of course, if the enemy should attempt to play tricks with small corps, 
you will fall upon them : if they should advance in force, I recommend 
to you to occupy the place with the 3 regiments above mentioned, and 
with your corps to occupy the position of Sta Engracia, having your right 
protected by the redoubt Mon Coeur, or the French redoubt, which we 
re-established during the siege. You might have the ground looked at 
to see where you could place your left with advantage, and where it would 
be expedient to throw up works to enable you to defend the ground more 
easily; you might also have the ground opened to see how it would work, 
in order to determine whether it would be necessary to construct such 
works beforehand ; and if it should not he necessary, it would always be 
an advantage to delay them to the last moment. 

As it appears that it would be impossible for the enemy to assemble 
so large a corps in this country as to distress you in that position, with- 
out my having previous knowledge of their intention ; and considering 
that you would be surrounded by strong places, and would have the 
choice of the use of either side of the river for your communications, I 
should wish that that position should he considered as one to he main- 
tained, unless the enemy should he in such strength as to render the main- 
taining it very uncertain. When Morillo and Penne Villemur shall arrive, 
the Spaniards will give the garrison of the fort; and Gen. Spry’s brigade, 
and the 22d regt., might remove to Elvas, if not wanted for work, or 
encamp near the fort, if required for work by Lieut. Col. Fletcher, 

I think also, that when you are in your position at Almendralejo, &c., 
it might be expedient to encamp one British brigade at Badajoz, on the 
dry ground near the breach, in order to assist in the work. 

I leave in Badajoz camp equipage for 14,000 men, of which you will 
make such use as you please. 

Let me have as soon as you can, returns of the number of masons, 
bricklayers, carpenters, sawyers, wheelwrights, miners, and smiths in each 
of the regiments, British and Portuguese, in the 2d and Gen. Hamilton’s 
divisions. 

I am going into Badajoz this day, and I shall set out for Portal egre, 
either the day after to-morrow, or the next day, according to the intelli- 
gence which I shall receive from Gastello Branco. 
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To the m . Hoti. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Badajoz, 11th April, 1812. 

On the morning that Badajoz fell, I desired Gen. Alava to write to the 
Gonde de Penne Yillemnr, to acquaint him with that event and to desire 
him to communicate it to Gen. Ballesteros. I likewise desired that the 
Conde de Penne Villemur might be prepared to march again into this 
province ; a measure which I have since suggested to him in a letter which 
I wrote to him on the 8tb inst ; and I requested that the Gonde de Penne 
Yillemur would apprise Gen. Ballesteros of my opinion, that it was pro- 
bable that the enemy would return into Andalusia immediately ; and of 
the fact that, owing to the state of affairs on the frontiers of Castille, it 
was out of my power to follow them into that kingdom. The enemy 
have since acted as I supposed. They had collected about 30,000 men at, 
and in the neighbourhood of Villa Franca, on the 8th inst. ; and they 
retired on the 9th, as soon as they heard of the fall of Badajoz. 

You have been informed of the causes which render necessary my 
return to the frontiers of Castille. The enemy have not only blockaded 
Ciudad Rodrigo, hut they have moved some troops into Lower Beira. A 
small force could get the better of the latter ; but I shall not be able to 
relieve Ciudad Rodrigo without taking with me such a proportion of the 
army as would leave too small a force for the expedition into Andalusia ; 
to which I have to add, that I must collect a body of troops near this place 
to protect it till the breaches in its works shall he repaired, and to aid in 
the repair of the breaches. I don’t think it probable that I shall have 
another opportunity of relieving the Andalusias from the enemy, by the 
most certain mode, the movement of a superior body of troops into that 
kingdom ; hut I am convinced that the Regency will see the impossi- 
bility of attempting it at the present moment, and the causes which have 
led to that impossibility. 

1 f Ciudad Rodrigo had been provisioned as I had a right to expect, 
there was nothing to prevent me from marching to Seville at the head of 
40,000 men, the moment the siege of Badajoz was concluded. If I were 
to march there under existing circumstances, the formidable position 
which I have acquired with so many sacrifices would undoubtedly be lost, 
and, with that position, all the objects of the expedition into Andalusia. 
It remains then to be seen what is to be done under existing circumstances. 

1st; I request you to inform the Regency, that it is absolutely neces- 
sary that a garrison should be provided for Badajoz without loss of time. 
I understand that the regiments of Zamora^ Ml Nmarra^ and the 
battalion del Gmeral, now called of Cadiz, belonging to the 5th army, 
taken to Cadiz last year by the Capt. Gen. Blake, are still at that place ; 
and it is desirable that they, and a body of 300 artillerymen, should be sent 
round to Setuval without loss of time, to become the foundation of the 
garrison, which should consist of 5000 men. It is quite impossible for 
me to furnish any part of the garrison ; and the place must be destroyed 
if the Spanish government will not garrison it. 

2dly ; It is desirable that Gen. Ballesteros should keep himself in safety, 
under Gibraltar, &c. ; hut should be prepared to advance upon Seville, in 
case the enemy should move into this province in strength in order to 
attack Badajoz. 
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3dly ; It is absolutely necessary that the Conde de Penne Villemur 
and Gen. Morillo should return into Estremadura, as well as the garrison 
for Badajoz ; as otherwise you will observe that there are no troops in this 
province to re-establish the authority of the government. 

But these measures will not be sufficient; as it may be depended upon, 
that, notwithstanding all that I shall do to weaken the enemy as much as 
may be in my power, they will collect their forces when the harvest will 
be on the ground, and they will he certain of subsistence for their army, 
in order to remove the inconveniences which they will feel from our early 
successes ; and it must he expected that they will he too strong for me. 
Under these circumstances it is most desirable that some diversion 
should, if possible, he made in my favor on the Eastern coast 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have lately received from the 
Sec. of State, enclosing one from Lord W. Bentinck, of the 25th Jan. ; 
and the answer of the Earl of Liverpool, and my opinion on the proposed 
plan of operations on the eastern coast of Spain, in a letter to Lord W. 
Bentinck of the 24th March. 

Since I wrote that letter, Lord F. Bentinck has arrived here with other 
letters from Loi‘d W. Bentinck and Adm. Sir E. Pellew, of which I en- 
close copies. 

I propose to urge Lord W. Bentinck in the strongest manner to under- 
take the expedition to the coast of Catalonia. I am about to send my 
battering train of artillery to Gibraltar, to be put in order for him ; and 
early in the month of June I vrill likewise send there British and Portu- 
guese artillerymen, engineer officers, and such other assistance of every 
description as I can affiord him. But I still fear that he will be too 
weak to undertake even the smaller object of the two recommended 
to his attention, and I have not the means of reinforcing him. I beg 
leave, therefore, to suggest to you the expediency of proposing to the 
Regency : 

4tbly; That 3000 men of Gen. Roche’s division at Alicante, and 3000 
men of Gen. Whittingham’s diyision at Majorca, should be prepared to 
be embarked early in June, in order to join and co-operate on the Eastern 
coast with the troops under Lord W. Bentinck, which will come from 
Sicily. If the Spanish government will consent to this proposal, I will 
take care that transports shall be at Alicante and in Majorca early in 
June, to take these troops to their destination. 

Lord F. Bentinck will return to Sicily in a few days, and I will desire 
him to go to Cadiz to receive from you the decision of the government 
on this proposition, in order that he may carry to Lord W. Bentinck the 
fullest information regarding the assistance to his operations which he 
may expect in the Peninsula. 

if Lord W. Bentinck should be made sufficiently strong, it is probable 
that we shall succeed in opening a communication between the fleet and 
the patriots in Catalonia, and the war will revive in that principality, and 
there is a chance of recovering Valencia. At all events, a diversion of 
the enemy’s force must be created for my operations ; without which I 
shall have upon me the ^Armeede Portugal^ the armies of the south and 
centre, and that of Suchet. 
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TlmAM, io J)r* M^GngQry Insp(Xitorq^ 1 Itb April, 1812. 

Upon producing a statement of the great inconvenience the hospital at Badajox 
labored under from not having a resident Commissary, the Commander of the 
Forces was pleased to direct that immediate measures should be taken to remove 
the hospital from that place, and directed that the statement of— — , Purveyor 
to the Forces, should be referred to the Commissary Gen., which has been done 
accordingly. You will have the goodness to communicate with the Commissary 
Gen. on this head. 

I gave the necessary orders relative to the hearers and orderly men, and that 
accounts of necessaries should be sent with the sick and wounded to the hospitals, 
agreeably to the G.O. of the army ; but it is not to be expected, at this moment, 
that this order can be strictly complied with. 

To Gen. Victoria. Elvas, 13th April, 1812. 

It is desirable that you should take measures to have brought into the 
fort, and lodged in the stores at Elvas, the shot and other military stores 
now at the flying bridge. 

Major Dickson will communicate with you upon this subject. I shall 
likewise be much obliged to you if you will take measures to have taken 
out of the water, placed upon their carriages, and drawn into Elvas, the 
5 boats now formed into the 2 flying bridges, with all the materials be- 
longing to them. 

There are in Badajoz 15 pontoons, which the government has given to 
me; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will make arrange- 
ments to have them drawn into Elvas; each pontoon will require 6 bul- 
locks to draw it, but it will not be necessary to draw the whole at once. 
Col. Fletcher will communicate with you on these two last subjects. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B, Portalegre, 15th April, 1812. 

This letter will be delivered to you by Prince Reuss, an Austrian 
officer, who is desirous of entering the Spanish service ; and as his cha- 
racter is well known to Sir T. Graham, who speaks of him in the highest 
terms, I beg leave to recommend him to your notice, and I trust that you 
will be good enough to forward his vieiys as much as may be in your 
power. 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General. Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

I enclose a letter and its enclosures frona the Sec. of State, which I beg 
you to peruse and return to me, and to let me have your opinion on the 
plan proposed. 

G. O. Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

L The Commander of the Forces observes that there are several carts on the march 
loaded with private baggage, and other articles, which ought not to be so carried ; to which 
subject he calls the attention of General officers commanding brigades and divisions. He 
likewise observes that the carts are very mimh overloaded, in consequence of which several 
are broken. He begs that the knapsacks of the soldiers may be inspected, and all articles 
not necessary for a soldier may be destroyed. 

2. When troops in the same or neighbouring cantonments, or in the same column, are to 
separate on the march, the officer commanding each part of the column which separates 
should leave a steady non-commissioned officer at the point of separation, in order to direct 
the baggage of the troops to follow by the right road. 

5. Major Gen, Peacocke is requested to put Lieut. of the — legt, in arrest, for being 

absent ftom Ms regiment without leave; and to send him to the head quarters of tbe — 
division of the array; 
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I tlimk we skall get some money, or, at all events, pay some debts, by 
this scheme. 

To Major Gen. — — — Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

I received last night your letter of the 13th, and this day that of 
the 14th. 

I will hereafter reply to that part of the first which refers to ymir justi- 
fication of your own conduct, confining myself now to telling you that it 
is by no means satisfactory ; and that you have disobeyed my instructions 
in three instances, in all of which they were clear. I have also to observe, 
that if you had obeyed them, the enemy would, probably, never have 
passed the Coa, 

To Vice Adm. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

I have in contemplation a plan for the attack of some of the fortresses 
on the eastern coast of Spain, by the forces from Sicily under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, to be aided by 3000 Spanish 
troops to be brought from Alicante, and 3000 Spanish troops to be brought 
from Majorca. It will be necessary, however, that transports should go 
from hence to convey the Spanish troops to the coast of Catalonia, and 
that they should he at Alicante and Majorca early in June. I shall be 
very much obliged to you if you will let me know whether it will be 
convenient to you to send them at that time. 

It is necessary, however, that I should first point out to you the prin- 
cipal other services for which transports may be required in the mean 
time. The principal of these appears to me to he to take home to Eng- 
land the garrison of Badajoz, consisting of between 4000 and 5000 men. 
We have likewise, I believe, from 500 to 800 invalids, who ought to go 
home. I don’t exactly know what is the state of the transport tonnage in 
the Tagus (including troop men of war) at the present moment. If you 
have sufficient to send home the French prisoners, without touching upon 
the troop men of war, it would be best to reserve these last for the service 
on the eastern coast. If you have not sufficient to send away the pri- 
soners without employing the troop men of war on this service, it would 
probably be best to send away the prisoners without loss of time, and to 
order the troop men of war to return to the Tagus as soon as they shall 
have landed the prisoners in England, and then to send them off to Ali- 
cante and Majorca as soon as they shall return, I merely suggest this for 
your consideration. All I want is to send tlie prisoners away, and to have 
tonnage for 6000 men at Alicante and Majorca (troop ships of war, if 
possible) in the beginning of June, and you know best how to provide for 
the service. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Niza, 15th April, 1812, 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 18th March, enclosing 
the Order in Council of the 4th March, relative to the residence of the 
partners of British commercial houses in parts of Spain occupied by the 
enemy. 

I am much afraid that the effect of this Order in Council, if the British 
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troops should ever enter into the heart of Spain, will be to afford the 
protection of the British government to Spanish and British subjects who 
have exerted themselves to support the usurpation of the enemy, and have 
done more to establish the enemy’s government in Spain than any other 
description of persons. I know some who come under this character. 

To the KaxI of Liverpool. Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter from the Prince Regent 
of Portugal, by which I learn that His Royal Highness has been pleased 
to create me Marquez de Torres Vedras. 

I shall be much obliged to your Lordship if you will lay this letter 
before H. R. H. tbe Prince Regent, and request His Royal Highness’ per- 
mission for me to accept the honor conferred upon me by H. R. H. the 
Prince Regent of Portugal. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Niza, 15th April, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Gen, H. Clinton (in which he proposes a levy of 
men of inferior size and strength, to perform certain duties, for which men 
are now necessarily taken from the ranks), because 1 think it proper that 
every plan of this description should come under the view of the Com- 
mander in Chief, particularly when it proceeds from a respectable ofEcer , 
hut I acknowledge that I don’t think the plan would have the effect ex- 
pected from it. 

1st; I don’t think that the men to be formed into these battalions would 
be very trustworthy. If they should not he so, the medical gentlemen 
will not like to use them as orderlies in the hospitals, nor the captains of 
companies, nor others entitled to hitmen, he induced to trust them in 
that capacity. It will not he easy to prevent soldiers in the regular regi- 
ments from being so employed. 

2dly; I am afraid that, with all our care, we have at this moment, in 
every regiment, men of the description mentioned by Gen. Clinton. 
Sometimes they are employed as batmen and orderlies, but generally they 
are too weak even for these duties. Surely, if we have men of that de- 
scription in all the regiments, there is no use in raising entire battalions 
of them. 

3dly; We have no escorts with convalescents, nor with commissariat 
stores, and very rarely with sick going to hospitals. The convalescents 
coming up to the army are the guards for the treasure sent at the same 
time. Here, therefore, there would be tio saving of men. The cattle 
guards require at times the strongest and most active men in the regi- 
ments. These men are frequently out at night, and their marches are 
always more fatiguing than those of the other soldiers. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Niza, 16th April, 1812. 

It is really necessary to attend to the orders from England which I have 
transmitted to you, for the relief of the garrison of Tarifa. 

I conclude that the Spanish government will now bring hack to Cadiz 
part of Gen. Ballesteros’ corps; but, whether they do or not, you must 
«end the troops to Tarifa according to my direction; and I beg to have, 
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as soon as possible, an account of the state of the works there, and of tlie 
position which you propose should he taken up and defended. 

To Major Gen, Cooke. Niza, 16th April, 1813. 

Since I wrote to you this morning I have received your letter of the 
6th inst 

The Commanding officer at Tarifa is to continue to receive 10^. per diem, 

I hag that you will apply to Lieut. Gen. Campbell, to leave Capt. Vava- 
sour, of the Engineers, at Tarifa. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B, Niza, 16th April, 1813, i*.m. 

I enclose intelligence received from the north and from Brito. It ' 
appears that Marmont came to Sabugal, and I conclude that the river and 
our advance will induce the whole to retire again. I have not heard from 
Gen. — “ this day. If Marmont retires, and I can get the convoy into 
Ciudad Rodrigo, I am still inclined to try my original plan, and in this 
case I shall halt the army. 

To Lieut Gen, Lord W. Bentinck. Niza, 16 th April, 1813. 

I received on the ^th your letter of the 23d Feb., which you had sent 
by your brother; and I refer you to one which I wrote to you on the 
24th March, for my opinion on the plan proposed by your Lordship to 
the Sec. of State in your letter of the 25th Jan., and agreed to by the Sec. 
of State in his dispatch to you of the 4th March. Since I wrote to you 1 
on the 24th March, I have had further reason to believe that a diversion on 
the Eastern coast will he highly useful during the present campaign, and 
I hope that you will have it in your power to carry your proposition into 
execution. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to my brother,* in 
which you will see the state of affairs here, and the measures which I 
have recommended should be adopted in order to add to the strength of 
your corps. 

I besides propose sending to Gibraltar, to join you eventually, some 
British and Portuguese artillerymen, some officers of engineers, and arti- 
ficers, who may he of use to you. I shall likewise send there a battering 
train on travelling carriages, which has lately come from England for my 
use, consisting of twelve 24 pounders; six 18 pounders; and twenty 12 
pounders ; and 30 travelling carriages for 24 pounders, for which I shall 
request Gen. Campbell to have guns, &c., fitted. You will find these 
carriages much more manageable in trenches and batteries than those 
which would be furnished from the ships. I hope also to send some 
mortars and howitzers. 

In respect to time, the period in which your operations would he of ? 
most use there, would he in the months of June, July, and August ; say 
from the 3d week in June to the 2d week in September : this is the 
period during which the harvest is on the ground, and we may he certain 
that the French will collect their armies in one body. Ail the prepara- 

* See page 588, 
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tions, therefore, wMcli depend upon me shall be ii|ade, and . every thing at 
its place early in June, 

I have recommended to Lord Frederick to return to you, and to take 
from Cadiz; accounts of what you may expect. 

In consequence of my letter to my brother of the 11th you will of 
course have to send to Gibraltar, Alicante, and Majorca, to collect the 
troops and equipments destined to co-operate with you, and for your use. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Niza, i6th April, 1813. 

I enclose Sir T. Graham’s opinion on the spherical case shot. Since I 
wrote to you last upon the subject, I have had opportunities of hearing 
accounts of the effects of this description of shot on the garrison during 
the siege of Badajoz. Several wounded in the hospital have declared that 
they were wounded by these shots ; and I learn from a person who was 
in the town during the siege, and had opportunities of hearing the French 
officers talk, that this description of shot had great effect, and that it was 
quite impossible to keep the men at their guns or at work when they 
were fired. 

To tile Earl of Liverpool. Niza, 16th April, 1813. 

Marshal Soult collected his army at Villa Franca in Estremadura on 
the 8th inst., and, having there heard of the fall of Badajoz, he retired 
before daylight on the 9th towards the frontiers of Andalusia. Lieut. 
Gen. Sir T. Graham directed Lieut. Gen, Sir S. Cotton to follow their 
rear with the cavalry, and he attacked and defeated the French cavalry at 
Villa Garcia, with Major Gen. Le Marchant’s and Major Gen. Anson’s 
brigades, the latter under the command of Lieut. Col. the Hon. F. Pon- 
sonby, on the morning of the 11th inst. 

I have the honor to enclose Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham’s letter, enclos- 
ing Sir S. Cotton’s report,* and the return of killed and wounded on this 

* Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B., to Gen. the Earl of Wellington, K.B. 

Marta, 12th April, 1813. 

I have the honor to transmit to your Lordship the enclosed report of Lieut. 
Gen. Sir S. Cotton, giving the detail of a very brilliant and successful attack 
against the enemy’s rear guard. It must be unnecessary for me to call your 
Lordship’s attention to the distinguished ability with ■which the Lieut. General 
planned and conducted this enterprise, so admirably seconded by the gallantry 
and judgment of Major Gen. Le Marchant and Col. the Hon. F. Ponsonby, as 
well as by the great exertion of the officers and men of the 2 brigades employed 
on this service. 

Lieut Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart., K.B., to Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, E:.B. 

Villa Garcia, 11th April, 1812. 

I have the honor to report to you that, having received information last night 
of the cavalry of Gen. Drouet’s corps (amounting to 2500) being encamped be- 
tween Usagre and this place, I ordered Major Gen. Anson’s (commanded by 
Lieut Col, the Hon. F. Ponsonby) and Major Gen. Le Marehant’s brigades to 
move in the course of the night from Villa Franca and Los Santos, so as to arrive 
before day-break, the former at Usagre, the latter at Bienvenida, determining to 
attack the enemy with Gen. Anson’s brigade in front, whilst Major Gen. Le Mar- 
chant’s, by a fiank movement from Bienvenida, should cut off his retreat upon 
Llerena. The advanced guard of Major Gen. Anson s brigade drove in the 
enemy’s piquets from near Usagre' 2 hours sooner than I had intended, and Gen. 
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occasion ; and I have only to add my commendation of tlie conduct of 
Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Major Gen. Le MarcLant, and the officers and 
troops under their command. The enemy retired on that day from Llerena, 
and since entirely from the province of Estremadura. 

I have not yet heard whether Gen. Ballesteros had entered Seville. The 
Conde de Penne Yillemur, with a detachment of the army which had been 
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Le Marqhant’s brigade had not time to get into the rear of the enemy, who fell 
hack, upon the alarm being given, a sufficient distance to secure his retreat upon 
Llerena. 

Lieut. Col. Ponsonhy followed the enemy soon after day-hrealc through Villa 
Garcia, and was skirmishing with him when Gen. Le Marchant’s brigade arrived 
on the other side of the heights between the Llerena road and Bienvenida: I 
desired Col. Ponsonhy would show only 3 squadrons, and endeavor to amuse the 
enemy in front, until Major Gen. Le Marchant’s brigade (which I had sent Col. 
Eiley to conduct under cover of the heights) was prepared to attack the enemy in 
flank : this succeeded admirably ; and the enemy, being vigorously attacked, at 
the same moment, in front and flank, retired in the greatest confusion and disorder. 
I pursued him with Major Gen. Anson’s brigade, and one regiment of Major Gen. 
Le Marchanfs (the 5th dragoon guards), supported by the 3d and 4th dragoons, 
to near Llerena, a distance of 4 miles, during which the enemy’s loss in killed was 
very considerable ; and about 150 prisoners, including a Lieutenant Colonel, 2 
Captains, and one Lieutenant, with about 130 horses, were brought off the fleld. 

The enemy’s cavalry formed on the right, and in rear of 7 guns, and be- 
tween 8000 and 10,000 infantry, which had taken up a position on the left of and 
close to the town. The whole soon afterwards retired upon Berlanga and Asuaga, 
to the former of which places my patroles followed them. 

I cannot say too much in praise of the gallantry and regularity of the 4 regi- 
ments which attacked and pursued the enemy, nor could any thing have exceeded 
the steadiness and good discipline displayed by the 3d and 4th dragoons (com- 
manded by Major Clowes and Col. Lord E. Somerset), who supported them, I 
have to recommend strongly to your notice Major Gen. Le Marchant and Lieut. 
Col. the Hon. F. Ponsonhy, who commanded the 2 brigades with so much gal- 
lantry and judgment; and I have great pleasure in assuring you of the good con- 
duct of Lieut. Col. Hervey, commanding 14th light dragoons; Major Prescott, 
commanding 5th dragoon guards ; Gapt. Dickens, commanding 12th light dra- 
goons ; Capt. Murray, commanding 16th light dragoons ; and Major the Hon. C. 
Cocks, commanding detachments of the 12th and 14th light dragoons. 

To Lieut. Col. Eiley, my A.A.G,, I am much indebted for the very great assist- 
ance which I derived from him, particularly in conducting my right column to 
the point of attack. 1 beg also to recommend to your notice Capt. White, my 
D.A.Q.M.G., and Capt. Baron Decken. 

Herewith I send a list of the killed and wounded, which I am happy to &id is 
not great, considering the very superior force of the enemy. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the first cavalry division of the army, in an 
affair with the enemy’s rear guard, near Llerena, on the 11 th April, 1812. 



Officers. 

W 

1 
■ -S’ 
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es 

Horses. 

Total loss of officers, 
non - cominisslone<i 
officers, and R. & F. 
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1 

13 

18 

14 

Wounded . . . . . 

2 

4 
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9 

41 

Missing . . • . • 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 
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sent from Estremadnra into the Condado de Niehla, had approached that 
town by the right of the Guadalquivir, and was engaged with the enemy’s 
garrison of Seville, and of the fortified convent on that side of the river, 
on the 5th, and had obliged them to retire within their works. The 
Gonde de Penne Yillemur retired on the 10th, according to a suggestion 
made to him by me, in consequence of the fall of Badajoz, and the cer- 
tainty that I had that Marshal Soult would return immediately into Anda- 
lusia, without risking an action, which it was not in my power to bring 
him to ; and I trust that the Gonde de Penne Yillemur will have com- 
municated to Gen. Ballesteros the intelligence and suggestions which I 
desired might he conveyed to him, and that all is secure in that quarter. 

I have since urged the Gonde de Penne Yillemur to return into Estre- 
madura. 

Since I wrote to your Lordship on the 7th inst., I have received reports 
of transactions in the neighbourhood of Ciudad Bodrigo only to the 9th. 
The enemy still kept the place blockaded, hut had made no attack upon 
it, nor had they repeated their visit to Almeida, having suffered some loss 
in the reconnaissance of that place on the 3d inst. 

It appears that on the 3d inst. the greatest number of the troops in the 
neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo broke up and marched towards Sa- 
hugal, where I believe that Marshal Marmont came himself. Major Gen. 

— ^ whom I had kept in front of Ciudad Bodrigo with the 1st 

hussars till the end of March, in order to mask the movement of the army 
into Estremadura, I hope misunderstood, as he disobeyed my instructions 
in every point. He was followed, although at a distance, through Lower 
Beira, by Marshal Marmont’s advanced guard; and, having quitted Gas- 
tello Branco, contrary to orders, on the 8th inst., the enemy being then 
at Meimoa, 12 leagues distant from him, they moved on, and the advanced 
guard, consisting of 2500 men, of which there were 6 squadrons of cavalry, 
entered Gastello Branco on the evening of the 12th; Brig. Gen, Le" Cor, 
with his brigade of militia, having been obliged to retire upon Sarnadas, 
when he saw the enemy advance. In the mean time, having heard that 
- — - — — had crossed the Tagus, I ordered him to cross that river again, 
which he did on the 12th, and the enemy retired from Gastello Branco 
before daylight on the morning of the 14th, and Brig. Gen. Le Cor and 
Major Gen, entered the place. 

The enemy have, as usual, in this expedition robbed and murdered the 
inhabitants of the country. But the injury which they have done, as far 
as I can learn, has been confined to these acts of atrocity, all the stores in 
our magazine at Gastello Branco, and our hospital there, having been 
removed to this side of the Tagus. 

I can’t sufficiently applaud the firmness and good conduct of Brig. Gen. 
Le Cor. He remained in Gastello Branco till he saw a superior enemy 
advancing upon him, and he then retired in good order no farther than 
was necessary. If my orders had been obeyed by others as well as by 
Brig. Gen. Le Cor, it is probable that the enemy would never have 
. passed the Goa, and certainly would never have ventured so far as Gastello 
Branco, 

As soon as I heard of Soult’s retreat from Yilla Franca, I put the army 







in motion towards Castille. The advanced guard has arrived at Castello 
Branco this day, and I shall go there myself to-morrow. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir E. Hill remains with the 2d division of infantry, and 
Lieut. Gen. Hamilton’s Portuguese division of infantry, and Lieut. Gen. 
Sir W. Erskine’s division of cavalry, consisting of 2 brigades of British 
und one of Portuguese cavalry, in Estremadura; and I have placed the 
regiments of Portuguese infantry which were in Elvas and Abrantes for 
the present in Badajoz, in order to repair tbe works and to garrison the 
place for a short time, till the Spanish government can provide a garrison 
for it. 

I have heard of no movement in the north. 


The A.G. to Dr. M^Grigor^ Inspector of hospitals. 16th April, 1812. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to request that you would con- 
sider of the best method of accommodating the sick to move from Castello Branco, 
It appears to his Excellency that either Alter do Chao or Abrantes would best 
answer the purpose ; and when you have decided, as his Excellency marches 
to-morrow, you will have the goodness to communicate direct with Capt. Stewart, 
Commandant of Castello Branco, at Niza, where the hospital establishment of 
Castello Branco is at present. 

Your letter relative to the Portuguese medical officers taking charge of the 
French sick and wounded at Badajoz, has been referred by the Commander of the 
Forces to Marshal Beresford, and the resignation of hospital mate — — - to the 
Military Secretary. 

To Brig. Gen. Sir N. Trant. Gastello Branco, 17th April, 1812. 

I arrived here about 2 hours ago. Marshal Beresford received your 
letter of the 13th upon the road; and I received that of the 12th from 
Gen. Bacellar this morning. 

We shall move on as soon as the troops come up. It would appear that 
the French are collecting more force upon the Agueda and Coa. You 
should take care of yourselves on Guarda, if they should collect 2 divi- 
sions at or in the neighbourhood of SabugaL Guarda is the most 
treacherous position in the country, although very necessary to hold. I 
should prefer to see an advanced guard upon it, and the main body on the 
Mondego behind. 

Have you used my magazine at Celorico ? I enclose a letter for the 
Commissary there, and one for Don Carlos de Espana. Pray forward 
both ; the former is to order forward fresh supplies to Celorico. 

Show this letter to Gen. Bacellar ; I don’t write to him, as I have no 
Portuguese with me. 

To Major Gen. — — , Castello Branco, 18th April, 1812. 

In consequence of your letter of the 13th inst, I think it proper to ex- 
plain to you in what way you disobeyed my orders. 

The orders of. the 5th March provided for two possible events, when 
the enemy should discover that the allied army had marched from the 
frontiers of Castille. 1st; that of the enemy moving to the southward: 
2dly ; that of the enemy passing the Agueda. 

In case the enemy should make the movement first mentioned, you 
were to march with the 1st hussars, by easy marches, through Lower 
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Beira t to cross the Tagus at Villa Velha, and to proceed to Elvas. In 
case the enemy should cross the Agueda, you were to fall ha.c\ gradually 
through Lower Beira to Gastello Branco. 

The instructions of the 5th March, besides, contain an injunction to 
you not to allow yourself to be diverted from what they contained by the 
operations of Gen. Bacellar, or of Don Carlos de Espana, but you were 
desired ' not to be in a hurry, and tb give them your countenance as far 
Its might foe in your power; and to tell them that you were left in the 
front for a particular object, and that you had positive instructions for 
your conduct in the event of the occurrence of the enemy’s movement to 
the Agueda.’ 

I afterwards wrote to you on the 26th and 2lth March, to acquaint you 
that Don Carlos de Espana had informed me that he expected to be able 
to introduce a convoy into Ciudad Rodrigo on the 30th, and to request 
you ‘ to endeavor to have those provisions introduced into the place and 
you were afterwards to carry into execution my instructions of the 5th 
March. 

I now request you to advert to your conduct under these instructions. 
On the 29th you reported that the enemy were arrived in Tamames, and 
that it was your intention to fall back that evening to Ciudad Rodrigo, 
leaving piquets near Tenehron. On the 30th you wrote from Ituero ; in 
which letter you acknowledged the receipt of one from me, I conclude 
that of the 26th or 27th, as I had not written to you before since the 19th. 
The enemy had that day arrived at Guadapero. 

On the 1st April you wrote from Nave, at 9 p.'m., that the enemy had 
on the 31st a piquet of 40 cavalry at the ford of the Agueda, between 
Pastores and Zamarra ; and that a regiment of infantry had marched to 
Martiago. You left Ituero that morning, the 1st April, and marched to 
Nave ; and the enemy on the same morning crossed the ford with 2 squa- 
drons and took possession of Pastores. The convoy for Ciudad Rodrigo 
was expected on the 1st April, from Aldea del Obispo. I beg leave to 
observe, that if you had assembled the 1st hussars at Pastores on the 30th 
March and 1st April, the Agueda being then scarcely fordable for cavalry, 
and that ford being always the first that is practicable, sending your bag- 
gage, &c., away to Sabugal, you would have kept open the communication 
between Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo, and the convoy would, probably, 
have got into the latter place. At all events, my instructions of the 26th 
and 27th March would have been obeyed. 

On the 2d April you wrote from Sabugal that the 1st hussars Lad 
arrived there, and that it was reported the enemy had recrossed the 
Agueda; and on the 3d you marched to Val de Lobos, where you halted 
the 4th; on the 5th you marched to PedrogaS, and on the 6th to Gastello 
Branco. 

Putting the instructions of the 26th and 27th March out of the ques- 
tion, it is obvious that the case had occurred adverted to in my instruc- 
tions of the 5th March, viz., the enemy had crossed the Agueda ; in which 
case ‘ you were to fall back gradually, taking care not to commit yourself, 
upon HSahugal ; and from Sabugal in the same manner by Penamacor on 
Gastello Branco and I would wish you to consider whether you did fall 
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back gradually ; wbetber there was any necessity of any description for 
your quitting Nave on the 2d, or Sabugal on the 3d ; or whether to march 
12 leagues in 2 days through Lower Beira can be deemed, in any sense 
of the word, ‘ falling back gradually.’ In fact, when you wrote on the 
1th from Gastello Branco, you knew nothing about the enemy; and, 
instead of receiving from you, as I had expected under my instructions of 
the 5th March, a regular daily account of their operations, you knew 
nothing* and, from the manner in which you made your march, all those 
were driven off the road who might have given me intelligence, and were 
destined to keep up the communication between me and Don Carlos de 
Espaha. 

But this is not all ; you were positively ordered by your instructions 
to go to Gastello Branco, and no farther. The reason for this instruction 
is obvious, 1st ; the militia of Lower Beira would have been there in 
the case supposed, and they were there: 2dly; as soon as I should be 
informed of the enemy ’s approach to the Goa, it would have been abso- 
lutely necessary for me to assemble a force at Gastello Branco, of wMch 
the foundation would have been the 1st hussars. Yet, notwithstanding 
these orders and the reason for them, you marched from Gastello Branco 
on the 8th, and crossed the Tagus on the 9th. 

Till I received your letter of the 7th April I did not conceive it pos- 
sible that you would have so far disregarded your instructions, otherwise 
I should certainly have prevented it ; and the- consequence of your con- 
duct was, that I did not know that the enemy had crossed the Goa till the 
10th inst. I am willing to believe, nay, I am certain, that tbe omission 
to obey my instructions was not intentional, and that it is to be attributed 
to that description of inattention which is too much the practice of the 
service. If the instructions of the 5th March had been read with atten- 
tion, and pains had been taken to understand them, and a plan had been 
considered for the mode of executing them, in case of the occurrence of 
the event for which they provided, it is impossible that the mistakes of 
which I complain could have occurred. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Gastello Branco, 18tii April, 1812, 10 a,m. 

I enclose the last letters from Gen. Bacellar and Don Carlos de Espana. 

The enemy were still at Pedrogad yesterday ; hut our patrole took a 
courier, who says they intended to retire last night. 

I had at first intended to bring the divisions across the Tagus two at a 
time. But the weather is so bad that it is impossible to bivouac the 
troops, and the cantonments on this side the Tagus will scarcely hold one 
division. I have therefore given the troops a second halt, in order to 
allow the 4th division to follow the 5th across the Tagus. 

I am much afraid that Major Grant is taken. He was at Idanha a 
Nova, and the man taken yesterday says that an officer was taken there 
by one of tbe enemy’s patroles. I have not heard from him since the 
15th. 

7%e A.G. to Major Gen, Fandeleur^ Light division, 18th April, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 14th inst., I am directed by the Commander of the 
Forces to desire that you would apply to the Commissary of the division for a cart 
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for eacli Tegiment, to carry the arms and knapsacks of the men who fall out from 
sudden illness or fatigue on a march. 

The AM, ta Major Qm, B* Campbeil, Brigade of Guards. 18th April, 1812. 

I am desired by the Commander of the Forces to request that you would state 
whether you recommend that the 40 men of the 3d regt. of Guards, who have 
served for 16 years, should he allowed to return to England ; it appearing to his 
Excellency very extraordinary that he should have received no orders upon the 
subject from H.R.H. the Commander in Chief, or from the Sec. of State. The 
Commander of the Forces conceives himself responsible, that when officers or 
soldiers are sent to serve in this country, they should not he allowed to go home 
without sufficient cause. 

The application of Mr. — — to proceed to England is referred to Dr. M^Grigor. 

The AM. to Dr. M^ Grigor, Inspector of hospitak. 18th April, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 14th inst, requiring tonnage for men who are 
invalided, or that require to he sent home for their recovery, 1 am directed by the 
Commander of the Forces to inform you that he has lately received very particular 
orders from the Commander in Chief regarding the settlement of accounts of 
soldiers invalided in this country; and his Excellency requests you will state 
where the invalided men are, their names, and the regiments to which they belong. 

The Commander of the Forces desires that Capt. Stewart, late Commandant at 
Castello Branco, with the other officers attached to that establishment, should remain 
at Niza, notwithstanding any other disposition should be made of the sick, his 
Excellency wishing to keep the estahlishmexit entire, to be ready for any future 
arrangement. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R, Hill, K..B. Castello Branco, 19th April, 1812. 

It is necessary that some attention should be paid to the mowing of 
hay this year, otherwise I think there is great reason to fear that the 
cavalry will be hut ill provided with forage during the winter. I believe 
the best places in Alentejo are Portalegre, Alpalhad, Gafete, Niza, Cas- 
tello de Tide, Villa Viqosa, Estremoz, Crato, and all the villages along 
the Sor river. Mr. Routh should take early measures on this subject: 
some might he mowed on the left of the Guadiana, near where our bridges 
were, and between Badajoz and Talavera Real ; the former stored at 
Elvas, the latter at Badajoz. The mode in which I propose to settle this 
matter in this part of the country is to make arrangements with the 
magistrates of the villages to mow and stack the hay, for which they 
should he paid from 40 to ^0 reis a truss of from 12 to 15 lbs. The 
magistrates should then be held responsible to produce all the hay for 
cutting and storing for which they should have been paid. 

The best season for cutting is the month of May, so that you see Mr. 
Routh has no time to lose. I recommend this arrangement in case of 
accidents, as I hope and believe we shall spend the winter out of Por- 
tugal yet. 

To Lieut. Gen. Campbell, Gibraltar. Castello Branco, 19th April, 1812. 

The transports (the names of which are in the margin) have been lately 
sent from England, loaded with heavy ordnance and stores for the use of 
this army, which I no longer require ; and I have received the directions 
of the Sec. of State to send them to Gibraltar, there to wait the directions 
of Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck. I enclose a return of the ordnance 
and stores which these transports contained when they arrived in this 
country ; from which I have directed that 8833 twenty'-four pound shot, 
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4416 eighteen pound shot, and 11,040 twelve pound shot, including grape 
and case, might he landed at Lisbon. 

It will be very desirable that this shot should be replaced at Gibraltar - 
and that the quantity for each gun should be 800 rounds of round shot, 
100 rounds of grape, and 100 rounds of case shot. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Castello Branco, 30th April, 1813, 8 a.m.. 

The enemy have continued to withdraw from this part of the country, 
and our piquets were yesterday in Penamacor; and from the Alpedrinha 
side, in Val de Lobos; and I conclude that this day the whole will be 
across the Goa. The Light division and hussars are this day at S. Miguel 
and Pedrogad; the 3d division and 11th at Alpedrinha, &c. The 4th 
and 5th divisions will move to-morrow from hence ; and I shall keep the 
front in movement gradually towards the Goa till the rear shall come up. 

We had an unpleasant report yesterday morning from Goimbra, of the 
nth, that Trant had been defeated on Guarda, and his militia dispersed. 
The report was brought to Coimbra hj rni alferes of militia, and some 
non-commissioned officers ; the day of the defeat not mentioned. We 
had heard from Trant on the 13th, at night; and there was a possibility 
that the affair bad happened on the 14tb. Guarda being 29 leagues from 
Coimbra, it appeared barely possible that it might have happened on the 
evening of the 15th, as the letter from Coimbra was dated at 9 in the 
morning of the llth. 

There are letters in this town from Celorico of the 15th, which don’t 
notice this affair ; and, therefore, it certainly did not happen on the 14th, 
and probably not on the morning of the 15th; and yet, if it was not 
then, it is scarcely possible that the alferes and non-commissioned officers 
could have gone the distance in the time. 

We have heard from CovilhaS to the th, and have no accounts of this 
action ; and the Ordenanza are in all parts of the country, and there is no 
report of it among them ; nor any among the prisoners and deserters from 
the enemy, some taken even yesterday. 

I sent an officer from hence on the 16th with letters to Guarda; and 
he would certainly have returned if he had heard of this action ; unless, 
indeed, he has been taken, which is not very probable. A non-commis- 
sioned officer went likewise with letters on the night of the llth from 
Alpedrinha, and we have no accounts from him. 

Upon the whole I believe that the alferes and non-commissioned officers 
have taken fright, and run away ; and have spread this report at Coimbra 
as a justification of their own conduct. 

I am going to Escalhos de Cima this day, to be nearer the advanced 
posts. It is only 2 leagues from hence. 

G,0. Escalhos de Cima, 20th April, 1812, 

1. Lieut. , of the — , having committed a gross violation of the G. O. of the 

army, dated 7th Dec. 1811, Nos. 3, 3, and 4, in relation to the Governor of Abrantes, has 
been put in arrest by his Excellency the Commander of the Forces ; but having made an 
apology to the Governor of Abrantes and to the Commander of the Forces, and the Go- 
vernor of Abrantes having requested that no further notice might be taken of his conduct by 
the Commander of the Forces, Lieut. — is released from his arrest, and is to return to 
b!s duty. 
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P.S. I haye no accounts from Ciudad Rodrigo since the 1 1 tli. 

JSscalkos^ 4 p.M. I enclose a letter from Col. Wilson, from which you 
will see that there was some adair at Guarda on the Mth, though not what 
the ulfores reported. It is strange that the person who wrote from Celorico 
on the 1 5th knew nothing about it. The dragoon who brought this letter 
says that 2 companies of militia were taken prisoners on the Mondego. 

To Lieut. Col. Fletcher, R.E. Castello Branco, SOth April, 1812. 

I received last night your letter of the 16th. 

All the pontoons, and all the boats which are in Badajoz, with their 
baulks, anchors, &c., for which there are carriages, must he sent to El vas. 
I beg you to speak to the Marques de Monsalud on this subject, and to 
communicate upon it with Gen. Tictoria, in order that he may find the 
means of moving these boats. Any boats for which there are not caj> 
riages should be floated down the river to Jurumenha. 

I beg that you will tell Gen. Campbell, that if he wants hill hooks, he 
must apply for them to the Portuguese head quarters. No article of any 
description, excepting the pontoons and boats, and what belongs to them, 
must he taken out of the stores at Badajoz. 

The A.G. to Major Gen. W. AnsoUy ^th division^ 20th April, 1812. 

I had the honor to lay your letter of the 17th inst., and enclosures, before the 
Gommander of the Forces, and I am dii'ected by his Excellency to desire that the 
Court of Inquiry held at Gastello de Vide on the 16th inst., of which Capt. - — — 
of the 40tli regt. was president, should be reassembled. The Gommander of the 
Forces wishes the attention of the Court should be called to the careless manner 
in which the report is drawn up, the prisoner’s name not being mentioned, and 
directs the prisoner should be tried by a Division Court Martial, for immilitary 
conduct in making away with his ammunition to light his pipe. The Commander 
of the Forces also directs that the officers commanding the company to which he 
belongs should be put under arrest for neglect of duty, in having omitted to 
examine the arms of the prisoner since the 6th April, notwithstanding the G.O, 
of the army, and practice of the service, and the particular G.O. dated the 7th 
April, 1812, No. 2. 

The Commander of the Forces requests that youwill pay particular attention to 
the discipline of the — regt., and require the Commanding officer to report 
whether the men have their ammunition and arms in good order. 

To Brig, Gen. Sir N. Trant. PedrogaS, 21st April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 15th, and you will see by mine of 
the nth, written as soon as I knew that your division and that of Gen. 
Wilson were on Guarda, that I expected what happened ; and that I wished 
you to withdraw from that position. In fact troops ought not to be put 
in a strong position in which they can he turned, if they have not an easy 
retreat from it; and if you advert to that principle in war, and look at 
the position of Guarda, you will agree with me, that it is the most trea- 
cherous position in Portugal. 

I can only say that, as Marmont attacked you, I am delighted that you 
have got offi so well ; which circumstance I attribute to your early decision 
not to hold the position, and to the good dispositions which you made for 
the retreat from it. As to your plan to surprise Marmont at Sabngal, you 
did not attempt to put it in execution, and it is useless to say any thing 
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about it. I would observe, however, upon one of your principles, vh., that 
the magnitude of the object would justify the attempt, that in war, paxti- 
cularly in our situation, and with such troops as we, and you in particular, 
command, iiotliing is so bad as failure and defeat. You could not have 
succeeded in that attempt ; and you would have lost your division and that 
of Gen. Wilson. 

I give you my opinion very freely upon your plans and operations, as 
you have written to me upon them ; begging you at the same time to be- 
lieve that I feel for the difficulty of your situation, and that I am perfectly 
satisfied that both you and Gen. Wilson did every thing that officers could 
do under such circumstances ; and that I attribute to you the safety of the 
two divisions, 

I shall he at Sahugal to-morrow or the next day ; and I hope to see you 
before we shall again he more distant from each other. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T, Graham, K.B. Pedrogad^ 21st April, 1812, 3 p.m. 

I enclose letters from Gens. Bacellar and Trant, which will show what 
passed at Guarda on the 14th ; and letters from Don Carlos de Espana to 
the 18th, which will show how matters stand at Ciudad Rodrigo. You will 
see that the enemy have lost their bridge on the Agueda. They have re- 
tired from Sabugal, and I believe are passing the bridge of El Villar. 

The Light division and hussars are this day at Penamacor and Meimoa ; 
the 3d division and 11th dragoons at Capinha and Bemqueren^a. Our 
patroles have been, I believe, in Aldea da Ponte. 

To Lieut. Col. Dickson, R.A. Penamacor, 22d April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 19th. Let me know as soon as pos- 
sible wbat ordnance and stores there are for the heavy train in the transports 
at Setuval, including those recently arrived from Oporto. 

Let the 92^ barrels of powder be sent to Gen. Rosa at Lisbon ; and I 
will settle with Marshal Beresford to have 1000 barrels of powder sent 
from thence to Oporto, for the service of the northern garrisons. Let the 
7126 tiventy-four pound shot he likewise sent to Lisbon, and be given 
over to Gen. Rosa. 

I shall bear from you, of course, when the gun carriages arrive at 
Alcacer. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Campbell, Kt. Penamacor, 22d April, 1812. 

I received by the last post your letter of the 24th March. I don’t 
exactly recollect what passed between Sir H. Burrard and me on the occa- 
sion of the reference made to us by you and Col. Darling, on a difference 
respecting an exchange. I believe we declined to decide upon the sub- 
ject, and we gave no opinion. Not recollecting what passed, I certainly 
cannot recollect, what opinion I formed upon reading the papers. 

I believe the chief command at the Isle of France is a better situation 


Q, O. * Penamacor, 22d April, 1812, 

Lieut. , having quitted the hospital station of Castello Branco without leave, 

and having returned there in consequence of an order from the Commander of the Forces, 
and having apologised for his conduct, is to return to his duty. 
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for your liealtli than the staff in the East Indies, hut I should doubt its 
heing better for your pocket. 

You will see that we have been in a htistle^ as Sir David says, here. I 
believe that my patroles will communicate with Ciudad Rodrigo this day. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Grabaan, K.B. Penamacor, 32d April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 18th, regarding Lieut, ~ of the 
— regt. 

There are with the — 6 subalterns less than I have endeavored to keep 

with every battalion in the army ; and Lieut. is now the third lieutenant 

in the 2d batt He has omitted to inform you, however, that there are 
3 subalterns belonging to the 1st batt., now doing duty in the 2d batt ; 
and, under the King’s order, I must detain them till they shall be relieved. 
I should in like manner be obliged to detain him, even after he should 
become effective in the 1st batt, ; and of course cannot allow him to go to 
that battalion before his seniors, and before he shall belong to it. 

I always feel much concern in being obliged to refuse officers who wish 
to quit the army ; indeed it is the most painful duty I have to perform. 
But it must be performed; otherwise, between those absent on account of 
wounds and sickness, and those absent on account of business or pleasure, 
I should have no officers left. 

To Lieut. Geu. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Penamacor, 22d April, 1812, 5 p.m. 

Our patroles were yesterday in Alfaiates, which town the enemy left at 
9 in the morning, taking the road of Casillas. The patroles were to go 
this day, if possible, to Ciudad Rodrigo. I shall go to-morrow to Sabugal ; 
and if I should find the enemy decidedly gone, I shall send orders for every 
body to bait 

I enclose letters received from Don Carlos, Ruman, and the Governor 
of Ciudad Rodrigo. Ruman is come here himself. He passed by the right 
of the Coa yesterday, after 12 o’clock, as far as Malhada-sorda. 

The Light division are this day in Sabugal; the hussars at Quadrazaes 
and Soito. 

P.S, I hear that the 42d are arrived, and I shall order them to join the 
1st division. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Penamacor, 22d April, 1812. 

I have delayed to answer your letter of the 16th inst., containing one 
from the house of Messrs, Alcock, Bulkeley, and Co., till I shall have an 
opportunity of looking among my papers for the copy of a proclamation 
issued by me in the year 1809, when 1 settled that the Commissaries should 
draw bills on the Commissary Gen. for supplies furnished by the country; 
but, unfortunately, I have not been able to find it. 

When the British army first came to the Peninsula, nothing could be 
more irregular than the mode in which supplies were taken from the 
country by Commissaries, corps, and even individuals, for which they were 
in the habit of giving irregular vouchers. One of the consequences 
attending this evil was, that it was impossible to settle the accounts of the 
Commissariat, or to pay for those supplies, without reference to the autho- 
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rity of tHe Coramatider in Chief; and I was obliged to examine and con- 
sider every irregular voucher left at any distance of time by any individual, 
and to inquire into all the circumstances attending it, before I could give 
authority that payment should be made for the supplies furnished. It fre- 
quently happened that, owing to the lapse of time, the justice of the demand 
could not be satisfactorily proved, and I was obliged to refuse sanction to 
the payment of it. 

In order to put an end to these evils, I ordered the officers of the Com- 
missariat to accounts for the supplies which they should receive 
from the country before they should quit the town in which they should 
have received them ; and I issued a proclamation, requiring all those who 
furnished supplies to the army to demand payment for them within one 
month after the period at which the supplies had been furnished, and I 
promised that they should be paid, if possible, in ready money, or, if not 
possible, that the Commissary who had received the supplies should be 
directed to give a bill for their amount on the Commissary Gem 

This is the origin of the Commissariat bills to which the letter from 
Messrs. Alcock andBulkeley refers. It was never intended to promise in 
this pmclamation that which was impossible, viz., to pay within one month 
for all supplies which this army might receive. That which was intended 
was to settle accounts with those who furnished supplies, and to give those 
persons a document to prove the existence of a debt, without the trouble 
of coming to head quarters, and of being parties to a long investigation 
to prove the justice of their demand. 

A bill was preferred to every other description of acknowledgment of 
the debt, as being the best known to the people of the country, and as 
pointing out the person to whom they were to look for payment. But 
these bills have never specified periods of payment. 

Accordingly, the practice has been, from the year 1809 to this moment, 
to postpone the payment of the Commissariat bills. At times, those dravm 
in payment of one description of supplies are preferred to others ; at other 
times, those drawn for smaller sums are preferred to those drawn for 
larger ; and generally, the bills have been numbered at the Commissary 
Gen.’s office when presented for payment, and have been paid in rotation 
in the register of the numbers. 

But there is one rule which has been invariably followed, both in the 
payment of these hills, and in the payment of demands for supplies fur- 
nished before those hills were in use, and that is, to pay those last who should 
have appeared to have purchased the bills, or the right to demand the 
payment, at a depreciated rate. These arrangements, and the practice of 
the Commissariat under them, have been no secret : they are known to 
the world. 

If I am not mistaken, Messrs. Alcock and Bulkeley were apprised, 
when Mr. Kennedy paid similar demands by hills on the Treasury in the 
month of September last, that it would be the last time he should consent 
to such an arrangement ; and I know it is notorious throughout the 
country, and must he well known at Lisbon, that I had, so long ago as the 
year 1809, ordered that those who should purchase up the debts of the 
British army should be paid the last. 
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It is not necessary that I sliould here enter into a justification of this 
order. Unfortunately, the difficulty of procuring specie renders it im- 
possihle to pay in ready money for all the supplies required by the army ; 
but, whether I have it or not, I have assumed an authority to decide which 
of the creditors of the army shall be paid last. 

I don’t think I have exercised that authority unjustly in determining 
that those shall be paid last who don’t, themselves, furnish any supplies or 
assistance to aid our exertions, and to forward the just cause in which we 
are engaged; hut who, on the contrary, do us and their country all the 
mischief of which they are capable, by endeavoring to make money of the 
public difficulties, and to destroy our credit by purchasing our securities 
from the holders of them at a depreciated price. 

It is impossible that this rule can be attended by half the injurious 
effects that must he the consequences of encouraging the purchase of 
these securities ; the least of which must he to raise the price of all com- 
modities throughout the country to more than the amount of the profit 
which these purchasers would choose to make by this traffic. 

I request you to communicate this letter to the Consul General for 
the information of Messrs. Alcock and Bulkeley, and that of the British 
merchants at Lisbon in general. At the same time, I beg that these 
gentlemen may be informed that, as it appears that a considerable time 
has now elapsed since these demands have been due to them, I have 
desired the Commissary Gen. to take an early opportunity of paying 
them. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Penamacor, 22cl April, 1812. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 2d inst. I sent you on the 
27th ult. the copy of the letter which I had written to Lord W. Bentinck 
oil the 24th March, in consequence of your Lordship’s letter to me of 
the 5th ult. ; and I now enclose another letter which I have written to 
him, and one which I have written to Sir H. Wellesley on the operations 
of Lord W. Bentinck, and on the assistance to he given to him by the 
Spanish troops on the eastern coast. 

Your Lordship will observe that I have promised Sir H. Wellesley and 
Lord W. Bentinck, that the transports for the conveyance of the Spanish 
troops from Alicante and Majorca shall be at those places respectively in 
the beginning of June; and having written to Adm. Berkeley a lettei*, of 
which I enclose a copy, in order to make arrangements for sending the 
troop ships of war preferably on this service, I was sorry to find from his 
answer, which I received yesterday, that those mentioned in the margin 
are in England, and Melpomene alone on this station, and now em- 
ployed in the conveyance of the 2d batt. 4th regt. from Ceuta. The 
Admii*al tells me that he has written to have these ships sent out ; which 
I had hoped would have been kept in this country for the general service ; 
and I hope your Lordship will take measures to have them sent to the 
Tagus as soon as possible after you will receive this letter. 

I have sent the train which arrived in the Tagus on the 2d April to 
Gibraltar, to wait the orders of Lord W. Bentinck, with the exception of 
the round and other shot of the three calibres, which I have directed 
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miglit be landed at Lisbon ; and I have requested Lieut. Gen. Campbell, 
in a letter of wbicb I enclose a copy, to replace tbe shot by 800 rounds of 
round, and 100 rounds of each of canister and grape for eacli gun, from 
the stores of Gibi’altar. I request your Lordship to enforce this demand, 
if you should approve of it. 

I should have been in Andalusia at this moment, at the head of 40,000 
men, and should have obliged Soult to withdraw from thence, if Don 
Garlos de Espaha had acted as I desired him, or as he ought, in respect 
to Ciudad Rodrigo. That place is, however, now safe ; and 1 shall deter- 
mine upon the line of operations which I shall follow during the summer, 
according to the period at which I shall have Ciudad Rodrigo fully pro- 
visioned, and according to the intelligence which I shall receive of the 
state of Marmont’s preparations to endeavor to take it by other means 
besides blockade. 

When I say I shall determine upon the line of operations which I shall 
follow, I ought to add, provided I shall have money to follow any plan of 
operations at all. I wrote to yoxir Lordship lately on the subject of the 
money expected at Cadiz in the Standard. That vessel has since arrived 
at Cadiz ; but, in consequence of the disapprobation expressed of Sir H. 
Wellesley’s conduct in appropriating a part of the money received at 
Cadiz from America on a former occasion, I have not thought it proper to 
request him to send me any part of this money. 

The Commissary in Chief and the Treasury have disapproved of my 
sanctioning bargains for importing specie from Gibraltar, for which bills 
were to be granted by the Commissary General at a more disadvantageous 
rate of exchange than the market rate of Lisbon. I have therefore been 
obliged, within these last 3 days, to refuse to give my sanction to an offer 
of 500,000 dollars upon a similar bargain. I can scarcely believe that the 
Treasury are aware of the distresses of this army. We owe not less than 
5,000,000 dollars : the troops are 2 months in arrears of their pay ; and I 
have been able to allot only 100,000 dollars to the payment of the Por- 
tuguese subsidy in this month. The Portuguese troops and establishments 
are likewise in the greatest distress ; and it is my opinion, as well as that 
of Marshal Beresford, that we must disband part of the army unless lean 
increase the money payments of the subsidy. The Commissary General 
has this day informed me that he is very apprehensive that he shall not be 
' able to make good his engagements fdr the payment of meat for the 
troops ; and if we are obliged to stop that payment, your Lordship will 
do well to prepare to recall the army, as it will be quite impossible to 
carry up salt meat, as well as bread, to the troops, from tbe sea coast. The 
Treasury cannot expect that I shall take upon myself to sanction measures 
of wbicb they have expressed their positive disapprobation; and I hope 
that they will have recalled that disapprobation, or that they will have 
adopted some efficient measures to supply this army with specie. From 
this statement jour Lordship will observe, that it is not improbable that 
we may not be able to take advanta,ge of the enemy’s comparative weak- 
ness in this campaign ybr the tvant of money. I think it most probable, 
however, as I have explained in my letter of the llth to my brother, that 
a great effort will be made, by a concentration of tbe whole of the enemy’s 
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force when the harvest will be on'the ground, to weaken the impression 
which our early successes have made ; and this is the reason why I am 
anxious for a diversion on the eastern coast. 

When writing upon the disapprobation expressed by the Treasury and 
Commissary in Chief on the measures adopted here, and by my brother, 
to supply us with money, I must likewise inform your Lordship that the 
Commissary in Chief has disapproved of measures which he says have 
been adopted to obtain for the army supplies of diiferent articles of 
stores, I don’t believe those measures have been adopted to the extent 
he supposes by any means. As long as I conceive that what I do is 
approved of by government, I am not afraid of any responsibility, and 
I never will omit any measure which can tend to the success of our 
object ; but it cannot be expected that I shall order or sanction what is 
disapproved of by my official superiors. That is entirely inconsistent 
with the principles on which I have invariably acted; more particularly 
as, at the moment they expressed their disapprobation, they must have 
been aware of the necessity there was for the adoption of the measures 
which they disapproved. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Sabugal, 23d April, 1812, 

Lieut. Gen. the Marques de Monsalud, who commands in Estremadura, 
in the absence of Capt, Gen. Castanos, has requested me to apply to 
government for 8000 suits of clothing, including shoes, shirts, caps, and 
gaiters, for the Spanish troops destined to be the garrison of Badajoz, of 
the same description with that recently sent to Oporto for Don Carlos de 
Espana, with the exception of the caps, which are to he of black felt ; and 
400 suits of the same description for artillerymen, and 200 suits of grey 
for pioneers. 

1 request that if your Lordship should grant this clothing, it may be 
sent to the Tagus at an early period. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Alfaiates, 24th April, 1812. 

I did not write to you last night, as I was by no means certain of the 
enemy’s movement. It appears, however, by the report which I have 
just received, that they have all crossed the Agueda,and are in full retreat 
towards the Tormes. I have therefore ordered every thing to halt to- 
morrow ; and I shall send orders regarding the disposition to be adopted, 
while I shall bring up supplies for Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida. I am* 
in great hopes, however, to be able to carry into execution our southern 
scheme yet. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Alfaiate, 24th April, 1812. 

Marmont has retired, and I shall immediately get provisions into Ciudad 
Rodrigo. I propose, while this operation shall he going on, to send some 
of the troops back across the Tagus, and to distribute the whole in such a 
manner as that they can he easily subsisted. I think that you might avail 
yourself of this opportunity to strike your blow at Almaraz. I think that 
one of your British brigades, and two Portuguese brigades, or one and a 
half British, and one strong Portuguese brigade, would do your business 
as to the French in that neighbourhood. 
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All tbe iron howitzers are now in Elvas, and you might employ, to draw 
6 of them, the mules attached to one of Gen. Hamilton’s brigades of Por- 
tuguese artillery. If Dickson has not got the ammunition carriages pre- 
pared for the brigade of howitzers, which I proposed should be in the 
reserve of the artillery, you might then get mule carts, to carry the 
quantity of shot, and of howitzers and spherical shells, which you might 
think it expedient to take. See Dickson in regard to this equipment, and 
settle the whole with him. You had better take him on the expedition 
with you. The equipment might be prepared at Elvas, and might Join 
you at Truxillo or Jaraicejo by Caceres. Besides the gun equipment, you 
should take with you 6 of our small pontoons, to enable you to make a 
flying bridge if you should require it. The pontoons and bullocks are at 
S. Vicente, near Elvas; Lieut. Piper, of the Engineers, is in charge of 
them, and will do whatever you order him ; each of them should march 
with a double proportion of bullocks. 

Make all your preparations in secret for this expedition. I shall watch 
from hence the course of the enemy’s retreat, and will let you know if it 
should appear to me that you have any thing to fear from any of the 
divisions of the ^Armee de Portugal’ going near Almaraz. Of course 
you will not march till you shall hear further from me. 

P.S, You should take a regiment of British and one of Portuguese 
cavalry on this service. 

To Dorn M. Pereira Porjaz. Alfaiates, 24th April, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th April, enclosing 
one from the Conde de Linhares, in regard to the reward of Major Das 
Neves, as having first formed the plan of the positions which are fortified 
in front of Lisbon, and first conceived the idea of the system of defence 
which was adopted. 

It has never been my practice to refrain from giving applause to those 
officers under my command to whom applause is due, or to omit to re- 
commend them to the notice and generosity of their superiors and their 
sovereign ; hut I solemnly protest against its being understood that Major 
Das Neves, or Col. Caula, either formed the plan, or conceived the idea 
of the system which was carried into execution for the safety of Lisbon 
under my direction. I never saw Major Das Neves in my life, nor Col. 
Caula, till I saw him at Almeida. Your Excellency gave me in 1809 a 
plan of the country in question, and a memoir by Major Das Neves; I 
am now obliged to declare, that when I came to examine the ground, I 
found both so inaccurate, that I could place no reliance upon them; and 
it is a fact, that having trusted in one instance to the plan and memoir, 
without reeonnaitring the ground, I was obliged to make a second journey 
to Lisbon, in Eeb. 1810, and to destroy the works which had been com- 
menced. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Alfaiates, 24tb April, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th March, re- 
garding the importation of articles duty free for the British Commissariat. 
It appears to me that there can be no difficulty in the business, by apply^ 
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ing to these articles the first article, as proposed in my letter to you of 
the 4th Nov. 1810. 

The Commissary Gen. will apply to me that these articles may he im- 
ported duty free, giving me a list of them, which I will sign, and send 
the application to you. These articles will then he admitted duty free, 
and carried to the Commissariat stores, under the responsihility of the 
oifficers of the Commissariat. 

To His Ebccellency C. Stuart. Alfaiates, S4th April, 1812. 

My hrother-in-law has sent me a carriage from England in one of the 
transports, of which the wheels must be put on, and the carriage hung 
upon springs in Lisbon. If you have an English coachman, I shall he 
very much obliged to you if you will allow him to put the carriage to- 
gether for me; if not, I shall he obliged to you if you will employ to do 
it the most intelligent coachmaker in Lisbon. 

I have here one of the Prince’s carriages, which I propose to send 
down as soon as my own shall come up ; and I shall be very much obliged 
to you if you will ask Joaquim da Costa to lend me a pair of the Prince’s 
mules and a careful driver to bring the carriage up. I shall send the 
mules and driver hack by the Prince’s carriage. One of the police dra- 
goons might as well come up with the carriage. Excuse this trouble. 

P. S. Marmont has retired, I hope to be able yet to undertake an ex- 
pedition to the south. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Alfaiates, 24th April, 1812. 

The army continued its march towards this quarter since I last ad- 
dressed you, and the enemy retired before them. The last of the enemy 
crossed the Agueda yesterday morning, and they are in full retreat to- 
wards the Tormes. The rains which had fallen between the 13th and 
19th inst. had carried away the bridge which they had constructed on the 
Agueda, immediately above Ciudad Rodrigo, but they have repaired it 
within these last 3 days, and the leading divisions of the army crossed by 
the Puente del Villar, and the fords of the Upper Agueda; the rear only 
by the bridge near Ciudad Rodrigo. 

When Marshal Marmont marched his troops upon Sahugal, Lieut. Gen. 
Baeellar ordered that the Portuguese militia under Brig. Gens. Trant 
and Wilson should he concentrated upon Guarda, with a view to protect 
our magazines at Celorico, and to prevent the enemy’s incursions into the 
Serra d’ Estrella. Marshal Marmont moved upon this militia on the 14th 
inst. with a considerable force of cavalry, infantry, and artillery; and 
Brig. Gen. Trant, who commanded, conceiving the enemy to be too strong 
for him, determined to retire across the Mondego. I am by no means 
satisded with the conduct of the militia upon this occasion. They had 
made great progress in their retreat, which, if they had been steady, would 
have been effected without loss. But a battalion which was covering the 
retreat having been ordered to fire upon the enemy’s cavalry, and the 
ram having prevented their pieces from going off, broke, and threw the 
retreating troops into disorder, and the enemy took about 156 prisoners. 

The troops were formed again, however, on the left of the Mondego, 
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and retired upon Celorico, Gen. Bacellar keeping the advanced posts, 
under Brig. Gen. Wilson, at Lagiosa. On the following morning, the 
15th, the enemy advanced again in considerable force, and drove in Brig. 
Gen. Wilson’s outposts at Lagiosa, which induced Gen. Wilson to give 
directions that our magazines at Celorico might be destroyed, according 
to instructions which I had left in case the magazines were likely to fall 
into the hands of the enemy. But the enemy having halted at Lagiosa, 
Brig. Gen. Wilson countermanded the order for the destruction of the 
magazines, and nearly the whole have been saved. The enemy retired 
from Lagiosa in the course of the night of the 15th, and from Guarda on 
the 16th, which town was occupied on the llth by the troops under the 
command of Brig. Gen. Wilson. 

I enclose a letter from Gen. Bacellar of the 15th, containing Brig. Gen. 
Trant’s report of the affair of the 14th, and your Lordship will be happy 
to learn that the officers of the militia behaved remarkably well. It ap- 
pears to me that Brig. Gen. Trant and Brig. Gen. Wilson, being at 
Guarda, did every thing they ought to have done. But when Marshal 
Marmont was in strength at Sahugal, they ought to have kept only an 
advanced guard at Guarda; and as soon as I heard that they were col- 
lected at Guarda, 1 apprised them of my opinion; hut it was too late. 
The partial success over the Portuguese militia on their retreat from 
Guarda, and the murder and plunder of the inhabitants of a few villages 
in Lower Beira, already suffering from the enemy’s former depredations, 
are the only fruits of Marshal Marmont’s expedition within the Portu- 
guese frontier, to divert our attention from the siege of Badajoz. 

While the troops belonging to the ^Armee de PortugaV have been col- 
lected for this service, I learn from Capt. Gen. Castahos that Gen. Abadia 
had ordered the Spanish troops in the Asturias to move into Leon, where 
Brig. Moreno had had some partial success against a French detachment 
at Otero de las Duenas. Don J. Sanchez, likewise, who has continued 
with his cavalry in Castille, has been very successful on the enemy’s 
communications, and against their convoys. 

By accounts from the south I learn that neither the Conde de Penne 
Villemur nor Gen. Ballesteros entered Seville, while Marshal Soult was 
in Estremadura in the commencement of this month. The Conde de 
Penne Villemur is now on his return into Estremadura with the troops of 
the 5th army, in consequence of a suggestion which I conveyed to him 
on the 8th inst. Gen. Drouet is at Fuente Ovejuna, in Cordova, with the 
troops under his command, and Marshal Soult at Seville, according to 
the last accounts of the 21st inst., which I have received from Lieut. 
Gen. Sir R. Hill. 

I have ordered the militia to return to their stations, and I propose at 
present to canton the army in the stations most convenient for subsistence 
till Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida be filled with provisions. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Alfaiates, 24lh April, 1812. 

Having reported in my dispatch of the 16th inst., that Major Gen. 

— had disobeyed the orders which I had given him, 1 think it proper to 
enclose to your Lordship copies of the instructions which he received, and 
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copies of the correspondence which I have had with Mm upon the subject, 
in which you will see how the matter really stands. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fueiite Guinaldo, 25tli April, 1812. 

- De Lancey will send you the proposed distribution of the troops, and I 
say nothing about it. 

I send you the last reports from Madrid and Salamanca. You see that 
they differ a little in respect to the person to command the French armies. 
They would derive great advantage from this supposed arrangement. 

I see in a paper of the lOth, tliat the Russians declared war on the 19th 
March. 

To Lieut Gen, Sir T. Graham, K,B. Fuente Guinaldo, 25th April, 1812, ll| p.m. 

I have just now received your letter of 12j at noon this day, and I am 
much concerned to find that you did not receive last night the letter I wrote 
to you yesterday, at a little after 12, and one by the Q.M.G., for the 1st 
division to halt this day. It was likewise intended that the 1st division 
should halt at Pedroga5 to-morrow and next day, and should afterwards 
proceed under orders sent this day, by Gastello Branco across the Tagus. 

The first thing to do is to get the men under cover; and as Penamacor, 
Joao de Pirez, and Aid ea del Obispo are vacant, you had better occupy 
those places in the morning. 

To Gen. Coiide de Amarante. Fuente Guinaldo, 26th April, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency's letter of the 12th 
inst. I heg to observe to your Excellency, that the object in placing the 
troops under your command in Tras os Montes, is principally to defend 
that province, to observe the enemy’s movements in that part of the coun- 
try, and eventually to aid by movements of your troops, without risking 
their retreat into Portugal, those movements which Gen. Abadia may make 
from Galicia. I recommend to you not to make the movement which you 
propose on Tabara and Carvajales, as being entirely inconsistent with all 
the objects in view in placing you in Tras os Montes, and risking your 
troops without any object. 

To the Et. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K..B. Fuente Guinaldo, 26th April, 1812 

I have a letter of the I4th from the Bath King at Arms, in which he 
tells me that there is to he an installation of Knights of the Bath in the 
next month ; and he desires me to have a proxy and three Esquires for the 
occasion. There will be no difficulty about the latter ; but the former must 
be knighted, which is not very agreeable to many. I am going to write 

G. O, Fuente Guinaldo, 26 th April, 1812 , 

1. The Medical Board, .before which Lieut. — , of the — regt., has appeared, having 
reported that he has no complaint of sufficient consequence to prevent his doing his duty 
he is to join his regiment forthwith, 

2. The General officer commanding the 5th division is requested to report when he 
shall join. 

3. The Commander of the Forces has great pleasure in conveying to the General officers, 
officers, and troops, engaged in the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, the approbation of tlieir con- 
duct by the two Houses of Parliament. ’ 
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to Culling Smith bj the mail, either to he himself my proxy, ^ or to get 
one for me, and to point out Esquires for the occasion ; and I shall desire 
him to get a proxy and Esquires for you. 1 shall desire him to apply to 
Lord G. Seymour to he your proxy, who need not care about being 
knighted. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Gninaldo, 26th April, 1812, 

The same mail which brought me a letter from Lord Liverpool of the 
10th inst., will have brought you the decision of the Treasury of the 8th, 
that all the specie in the Stamlard is to be applicable to the service of 
this country. Pray let me know how much there is, in order that I may 
make the appropriation according to the directions of the Treasury, and in 
the mean time send me 500,000 or 600,000 dollars ; as we are, as usual, 
much distressed for moneys Let me know also what the Spanish expen- 
diture paid by Great Britain is. I did not know that Whittingham re- 
ceived any thing. 

You will see thatMarmont made but a poor effort after all. However, j 
we should have lost Ciudad Rodrigo if I had not returned here. I am 
making every effort to provision that place, and I don’t yet despair, be- 
tween ourselves, of being able to undertake the expedition into Andalusia 
this year. 

P.S. In hopes of being able to go into Andalusia, and of freeing that 
province, I requested government some time ago to have prepared 20,000 
suits of clothing, &c., for a Spanish army of that number. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo. 26th April, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of my last dispatch to the Sec. of State, 

I beg that you will inform the Spanish government that 1 have been in 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and that I conceive that the firmness and conduct of Brig. 
Gen. Vives, and of the garrison under his command, during the late 
blockade by the enemy, are highly praiseworthy. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 26th April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 21st inst., enclosing one of the 10th 
from the Sec. of State, in regard to the removal of Principal Sousa from 
the Local government of Portugal. 

It is not necessary that I should enter upon the natural defects of Prin- 
cipal Sousa’s mind and character. My objections to him as a member of 
the goveimment, and my recommendation, in 1810, to the Prince Regent 
of Portugal, that he should he removed from this situation, were founded 
upon his being the original cause and promoter of the opposition by the 
Portuguese Local government to the measures which I proposed should be 
adopted by the Civil government in aid of and co-operation with the ope- 
rations of the army, which opposition was founded upon erroneous mili- 
tary notions entertained by this gentleman, and by his influence introduced 
and supported in the councils of this government. 

* Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Campbell was the proxy for the Earl of Wellington, as Knight of 
the Bath, at the Installation in Westminster Abbey ; and Mr, Culling Smith, Lieut. Cob, 
G. Napier, and Capt. Gurwood, were the three Esquires. 
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The Prince Regent of Portugal refused, however, to dismiss Principal 
Sousa from his situation at my recommendation ; and although the deter- 
mination was not communicated to me in very gracious terms, I determined 
not to press again the removal of this gentleman, as, at the time ! received 
it, the circumstances which had occurred must have proved to the most 
prejudiced and ohstinate that I had not been mistaken in my views of the 
military operations to he carried on in the year 1810, and that those who 
impeded or failed to forward my views were not the best friends of their 
country, or of the alliance. It likewise appeared to me that neither 
Principal Sousa nor the Portuguese government, acting under his influence, 
were likely again to interfere in military operations. • 

I subsequently, in October, 1811, received a letter from the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal, which appeared to me to offer a favorable opportunity of 
being reconciled to the Local government; and I offered and requested 
that every thing that had passed might he buried in oblivion. 

In the mean time His Majesty’s government having been made ac- 
quainted with all that had passed, and having interfered with their in- 
ffuence that my recommendation should he attended to, and that Principal 
Sousa should he removed, His Royal Highness has been pleased to consent 
to his removal, by his letter of the 29th Oct. 1811 ; and the question is, 
whether we shall avail ourselves of that letter to remove Principal Sousa 
from the government. It is obvious from all that has passed and from 
the letter itself, that the consent of the Prince has been extorted from 
him, not by conviction of the unfitness of Principal Sousa for his office, 
or of the injury he has done to his service and to the cause of his allies, 
but by a desire to conform to the wishes of His Majesty, and of the Prin ce 
Regent, and of His Majesty’s servants. 

Under these circumstances, although Principal Sousa should he removed 
from the Regency, he would retain the influence which he possesses over 
its members and their councils, and ministers, and all the civil branches, 
at least, of the administration. Nothing would he gained, then, by his 
removal in the manner proposed, and he would he considered by the 
country at large as a martyr to English influence, and it is natural to sup- 
pose that his popularity would proportionably increase. 

I object to Principal Sousa, generally, as a member of the Portuguese 
Regency, and to the Regency itself, and their measures in general, be- 
cause, in my opinion, they have endeavored to deceive the country, if 
they have not themselves taken an erroneous view of their situation. 

The real nature of the war has never been fairly brought before the 
people by the government, and instead of being informed that it was a 
war on their part for every thing that was valuable in life, if not for life 
itself; and instead of being called upon and encouraged to make corre- 
sponding sacrifices to carry it on, the people have been flattered and 
cajoled, and the resources of the country, which consist essentially in the 
sacrifices of the people, have never been fairly called forth to provide for 
any of the emergencies of the war. 

On this same principle of deceiving the people, the sole reliance of the 
Local government of Portugal, on every occasion, is on the resources and 
aid of Great Britain, With these views, when reforms of abuses in the 
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customs, or any other branch of the revenue, or the • abolition of useless 
establishments and the saving of their expenses are recommended, with a 
view to enable the Portuguese government to carry on the war, they are 
objected to, or not carried into execution, and fresh demands of loans or 
subsidies are made upon Great Britain. And in the same view of de- 
ceiving the people as to the real nature of the war, all the measures 
recommended with the hope to enable the army to avail themselves of the 
resources of the country have been frustrated. They would have heen 
objected to and refused, if, under the late orders of the Prince Regent, 
that had been possible^ hut they have been adopted in such a manner as 
to render all their enactments nugatory. Then, on the same principle, 
the magistrates have carried these measures into execution according to 
the spirit in which they have heen adopted by the government. 

It is possible that Principal Sousa does not helieve and has no confi- 
dence in the representations which have been repeatedly made to the 
government of the evil consequences likely to result from this conduct. 
He has experience of the army having overcome difficulties which have 
been repeatedly represented to him as fatal ; and he thinks it better to 
rely upon their exertions and upon the resources of Great Britain, than to 
call upon his own country to exert themselves to facilitate our operations, 
and to contribute all in their power for their own salvation and for the 
benefit of the cause. But I cannot admit that, to whatever cause his con- 
duct may be attributed, it is otherwise than desirable that he should be 
removed from the government. 

The question still remains, however, whether advantage shall be taken 
of the letter of the Prince Regent to remove him. 

On the same principle that, on the last occasion, I would not urge the 
Prince Regent to remove him, I don’t recommend that advantage should 
he now taken of His Royal Highness’ letter. The Principal will still 
enjoy His Royal Highness’ favor, if report is to be believed that he is to 
be raised to a higher station, and his influence over the Regency will con- 
tinue ; and if it should be lost, and the Regency should alter its measures, 
all the unpopularity which will follow them will attach to the English, 
and the improvements will still be insufficient for the purposes for which 
they were recommended. I am therefore not desirous that you should 
send to Brazil the letter which Lord Castlereagh has written to Lord 
Strangford. 

I recommend to you at the same time to impress upon the King’s 
government the necessity of urging the Prince Regent of Portugal to 
order his Local government to reform all abuses in the collection and 
management of his revenue, particularly the customs, and to discontinue 
all unnecessary expenses, including the naval establishments. He should 
he informed of the real nature of the war, in relation to his own interests 
and those of his country; of the necessity of further exertion on the part 
of Portugal, particularly in finance; of the ease with which such exertion 
could he made, and of the hopeless impossibility that Great Britain could 
afford him further pecuniary aid. His attention should he seriously called 
to the complaints recently sent from this country, of the deficiencies in 
all descriptions of supplies and assistance which the country ought to 
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afford ; and he slaonld he reminded that these supplies and assistance are 
afforded by no people voluntarily ; that laws, with due penalties, and 
execution of them in an efficient manner, could alone compel the people 
of any country to make the exertions required from the people of Por- 
tugal to insure their salvation, and to enable us and themselves to assist 
the common cause. 

If representations of this description are duly, constantly, earnestly, 
and sincerely urged by His Majesty’s ministers at Brazil, it is to be hoped 
that at last the Prince’s eyes will be opened to the real state of his affairs 
in Portugal; and that if he should make a change in his Local govern- 
ment, those who may be removed will be so far disgraced as that those 
who remain, and their successors, and the ministers and their subordinates 
in office, will be convinced of the necessity of acting in the manner which 
has been so often, but hitherto so fruitlessly recommended to them. 

To Lieut. Col. Dickson, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th April, 1812. 

I received your letter of the 22d. Capt. Rettberg must give charge of 
the ordnance and stores in Badajoz to the Spanish Lieut. Colonel of the 
artillery, sending me a list of what he gives over. When this shall be 
done, you will move the British and Portuguese artillerymen now in 
Badajoz to Elvas. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fiiente Guinalclo, 27th April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 22d respecting the establishment of 
a Bank. I am quite certain that the plan, however good in ordinary 
times, will not answer at present, and it is a waste of time to give it any 
consideration. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th April, 1812, 5 p.m. 

I have received your note of 5 p.m. yesterday, and I conceive that there 
will he no inconvenience, and you will have plenty of time to make the 
tour you propose to Zarza, &c. I am afraid that the inhabitants of that 
place are very disaffected to the cause. They are, in general, smugglers. 

I have nothing new from the front. I have not yet heard that Mar- 
mont had arrived at Salamanca. I was yesterday at Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
I arn sorry to say that the works are but little more forward than they 
were when I saw them last on the 5th March ; yet the Spaniards had till 
the 1st April to work without any enemy being near them.. 

It is difficult to know what to do with these people. I have this day 
tried to excite them to work by feelings of national vanity and honor, but 
I fear I shall not succeed. 

To Vise. Castlereagk, Sec, of State for Foreign Affairs. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 8th marked ‘ Private,’ and I arn very 
much obliged to you for communicating to me the papers you enclosed. 
It is my opinion that your mediation will produce no effect; and indeed 
the Spaniards have not accepted it as if they intended it should. I am 
certain that the only mode of dealing with them is to make them request 
as a favor every thing in which it is wished that we should interfere. 
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I enclose to yon a letter wMcli I wrote last summer to my brother upon 
tnis subject* From a perusal of this letter you will see that there are 
two essential points for mediation to wKicb you have not adverted in your 
instructions. One is the form of government in the colonies; the other, 
the disposal of the colonial revenue, or rather, the division of that revenue 
between the colony and the mother country. This is a very important 
point for Spain, as well as for the colonies. 

I am glad to find that you propose to give a million to Spain this year. 
I was not aware that my brother had till this time supplied the Spaniards 
with any money, excepting as advances, which bad been repaid. It is my 
opinion that this money should be given to those who act in co-operation 
with this army, by which means I should hope to be able to guide their 
operations in some degree. But this must of course depend upon my 
brother. 

Your brother was better when he went away, and I hope will be quite 
well when he shall arrive in England. 

Thtt A* G, to Major Gen* H. Camphell, Bri 0 ade Guards, 27th April, 1812. 

I have subniitted your communication of the 23d inst. to the Commander of the 
Forces, and I am directed by his Excellency to acquaint you that he has no recol- 
lection of having allowed any men to go home that wei*e fit for service. Men unfit 
for service may have permission to leave the country; but his Excellency cannot 
allow soldiers to quit the army only because they have served 16 years. I am further 
to observe that if the application is persisted in, where men are in a state fit for 
service, his Excellency must refer it to the Commander in Chief, and Sec. of State, 
to whom the Commander of the Forces feels responsible that the army is as com- 
plete as possible. 

To Brig, Gen. Le Cor. Fuente Gninaldo, 28fii April, 1812. 

It is desirable that no time should be lost in making arrangements for 
cutting the hay in Lower Beira for the use of the army. The mode in 
which I propose that this service shall be performed is as follows : I 
request you to send orders to the magistrates of those places near which 
the hay grows, to make immediate arrangements to cut it, and to have it 
cut and stacked at the proper season ; and I beg to know from you, by 
return of post, what sum of money it is necessary to place in your hands, 
in order to defray the expense of cutting and stacking. You will then 

^ See letter to tbe Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, Quinta de S. Joao, 14tb July, 1811, p. 157. 


(J, O, Fueute Giimuldo, 28tK April, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests, that tbe General officers commanding divi- 
sions and brigades, and the Commanding officers of regiments, wdll attend to the G. O. 
which have been issued regarding the cutting of green forage, 

2. It is very desirable that where grass can be cut, the green corn should not be used as 
forage ; but where it is necessary to use the green com, the Commander of the Forces re- 
quests that the field may be regularly valued, in the manner pointed out in the G, O. ; 
and that the bat men and other foragers may be confined to the use of that field only, and 
that care may be taken there is no waste. 

3. The horses and other animals of the army must not be turned out to graze in t!ie 
green corn ; and the Commander of the Forces having made arrangements to have the 
meadows cut lor tbe service of the army at a late period of the season, requests the Generals 
and Commanding oflicers of regiments will prevent the horses and other animals from being 
turned to graze in the meadows, if there should be any other place in which they can be 
turned, where they will find food. 

4. The attention of the General officers and Commanding officers of regiments in the 
Portuguese service to be particularly called to this order. 
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pay each magistrate tibe sum wMch the hay will cost, informing me of 
the sum you shall have paid him, and for what quantity of hay. You 
will then inform the magistrate that he will he held responsible to deliver 
that quantity of hay to the army, whenever I shall think proper to call 
for it. 1 request you to make these arrangements throughout Lower 
Beira. 

To Lieiit. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart Fueiite Guinaldo, 28th April, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a letter of the 8th inst., which I have received 
from Lord Liverpool, in regard to the disposal of certain arms which his 
Lordship has sent to you from England. I think they cannot he dis- 
posed of in a better manner than that proposed by his Lordship ; and I 
heg you to dispose of them according to the directions contained in the 
enclosed letter. It may probably be as well to send here the arms in- 
tended for Don Julian, and any of the guerrillas in this neighhourhood. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fueute Guinaldo, 28th April, 1812. 

I enclose the postscript to a letter of the 13th from Sir H. Douglas, 
which might as well he communicated privately to the government. If 
the circumstances to which it relates should be made public in England, 
there will be a breeze ; yet I don’t see how they can be kept secret. I 
shall write privately to Castahos upon the subject. It has been hinted to 
me that ■— — has not given satisfaction in Galicia, in consequence of bis 
pressing the general armament of the people ; but dissatisfaction on any 
account should not have occasioned conduct so foolish as that to which 
he refers. 

I am sorry to tell you that, notwithstanding I left mouey to carry on 
the works at Ciudad Rodrigo, I found very little done since I was there 
last, on the 5th March. There were 26 days of valuable time from the 
5th to the 31st March, which appear to have been entirely thrown away, 
even though it be admitted that during the blockade nothing could he 
done. Since the 23d of this month also, when the enemy raised the 
blockade, nothing has been done. I have sent Alava over to the place to 
point out to the principal officers how much their indolence, and their 
indulgence of the indolence of their men, affected the cause; and I have 
told them that I should give no assistance in English soldiers to work, 
unless the demand for such assistance should he founded on an acknow- 
ledgment that’ the Spanish officers have not authority over their men, to 
induce them to perform works for their own defence ! But the indolence 
and the apathy of their nature is terrible ; yet they boast of their activity 
and energy. I am convinced that we shall lose both Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Badajoz before the summer is over, by the prevalence of the habits of 
indolence and delay in this nation. I write to Castanos upon this subject. 

I beg that you will represent to the government the necessity of their 
attending in some degree to the garrisons of Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and to the troops in Estremadura and Castille. These are thrown entirely 
now upon the resources of the British army. 

I hope also that you will recollect, and, at all events, give a positive 
answer upon the claim which I have brought forward, that a proportion of 
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the sum of money given by Great Britain to Spain should be applied to 
the service of those troops which are in co-operation with us. If 1 had the 
command of that sum of money really, I should have the efficient control 
over all their operations. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 28tli April, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the answers of the Commanding officers of 
the 12th, 14th, and 16th light dragoons to the complaints which have 
been made of the loss, in the service of these regiments, of bullocks given 
in charity to the villages in the neighbourhood of Cea. 

You will observe that these losses have been occasioned entirely by the 
desertion of the drivers; an evil which I had wished to remedy by the 
amendment I proposed to the law relative to the means of transport, hut 
the government would not adopt this amendment. 

I have desired that an inquiry may he made from the Commissary at 
Celorico for the bullocks stated to have been given over to him by the 
1 2th light dragoons. 

To Gen. Don Carlos de Espana. Fuente Guinal do, 29th April, 1812.* 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 
28th inst. 

As soon as the communication between the magazines on the Douro and 
the army was opened, I ordered that provisions might be brought up to 
Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo ; and I am happy to find that your Excellency 
yesterday sent off 1 84 carriages to aid in that service. I propose to lodge 
in Ciudad Rodrigo a magazine of 26,000 rations of biscuit or flour, 
100,000 lbs. of salt meat, and 40,000 lbs. of rice for the use of the British 
army, which magazine will be at the service of the garrison in case the 
place should he attacked or blockaded. 

On the 16th Feb. I gave your Excellency an order upon the magazine 
of S. Joao da Pesqueira for 175,000 rations of biscuit or flour, and other 
provisions, besides the supplies already in the place. I don’t know what 
your Excellency has received on account of this order ; but I have given 
directions that the storekeeper of S. Joao da Pesqueira should continue to 
issue upon it when your Excellency shall send the means of conveyance 
to carry the provisions away. 

Mariscal de Campo Don M. de Alava has communicated to me the 
memorandum which your Excellency gave him for my information, in 
which you desire to reduce the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo to 1500 men ; 
to send one battalion into the Sierra de Gata, and one battalion into the 
Sierra de Francia, in order to feed on the villages ; and you desire that 1 
will supply food in Portugal for 2000 men. 

I beg leave to observe to your Excellency, that unless the place of 
Ciudad Rodrigo should be put in a state of defence, the army under my 
command, instead of being employed in active operations against the 
en^my, must watch the enemy’s movements against that place. 

I believe your Excellency will admit, that unless you employ the troops 

* 111 writing to Spanish autborities, Lord Wellington added his Spanish title to his 
signature. 
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of tile place to work at tlie fortifications, you cannot expect to complete 
them ; and I am apprehensive that 1500 men will do hut little work. 

I would likewise beg leave to observe to your Excellency, that the 
quantity of 175,000 rations of provisions having been calculated to last 
the garrison 2 months, and a part of it having now arrived, and your 
Excellency having it in your power to draw for the remainder when you 
think proper, there can he no want of provisions for the full garrison of 
Ciudad Eodrigo, more particularly as, long before these provisions can 
be consumed, the magazine which I have above stated that it is my in- 
tention to put in the place, will have arrived, and will be at the service 
of the garrison in case it should be attacked. Your Excellency, how- 
ever, is the best judge of the disposition to be made of your troops. 

I shall only repeat to your Excellency, that if Ciudad Rodrigo had been 
provisioned, as I had a right to expect when I quitted Castille on the 6th 
March last, I should now have been in Andalusia at the head of an army 
of 40,000 men; and that the prospect of my being able to carry that 
plan into execution in this year depends entirely upon the degree of 
security which I shall find given at an early period to the place of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, by the completion of the works ordered by the Capt. Gen. 
Castanos, for which I have given the money, and hy the formation, in the 
place, of the magazine above mentioned. 

In regard to the desire of your Excellency that 2000 men, belonging 
to your Excellency’s division, should be cantoned in Portugal, in order 
to be fed by the British Commissariat, I beg leave to recall to your Ex- 
cellency’s recollection, that since the months of August and September 
last, some -of the troops under the command of yOur Excellency have 
been subsisted in this manner upon the resources intended fpr the British 
and Portuguese allied army. I consented to this arrangement in hopes 
that I should have seen corps regularly organised and disciplined, and 
that I should have had the benefit of the assistance of your Excellency, 
at the head of a well disciplined Spanish division, to co-operate with 
this army.''; V'',' 

The wishes of your Excellency and of myself upon this subject have 
been entirely disappointed;* and I must therefore decline giving any 
further assistance of this description. It is a waste of money, of which, 
in justice to my own country, I cannot be guilty, to lay it out in feeding 
an undisciplined peasantry, who, although perfectly capable of being 
made soldiers, are, after a lapse of 6 months, during which the expense 
of feeding them has been incurred, no better disciplined, as soldiers, than 
they ought to have been in the first week. I must therefore request 
your Excellency to provide for the food of the soldiers of your division 
now in Portugal, in one week from this date. 

To Lieut Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Fuente Gninaldo, 29tli April, 1812. 

I have received your letters, Nos. 12 and 13, of the 2d and 13th inst. 

I concur with you in your opinion of the advantages of the island of 
iVroza over the Bayona islands, as a depot on the coast of Galicia. I beg 
you therefore to obtain the consent of Gen. Abadia to have the necessary 
works erected for the security of that depot. Gen. Castanos and Gen* 
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Abadia will fix upon tbe position they think best in the kingdom of 
Galicia ; but whatever may be the position, or the plan of operations, or 
the result, it is desirable to have a secure dep6t in one of the islands on 
the coast of Galicia. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Gumaldo, 29th April, 1812. 

I have heard nothing new of any description since I wrote to you last; 
and I enclose the only intelligence which I have received. 

To the Ht. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 29th April, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from Don Carlos 
de Espana, and the copy of my answer of this day. 

I beg to draw your attention to that part of my letter in which I have 
refused to give food to those troops which are not disciplined, after they 
have had arms in their hands, and have be^n fed by me, in hopes that they 
would be disciplined, since the months of August and September last. 

I recommend to you to adopt the same principle in respect to the dis- 
tribution of the money and other aids of the British government to the 
Spanish army. I know no other mode in which the officers can be pre- 
vailed upon to discipline their troops, or to keep them in any order. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Gumaldo, 29th April, 1812. 

The enemy have continued their retreat since I addressed your Lord- 
ship on the 24th inst. ; and I have carried into execution with this army 
the disposition which I announced to your Lordship in my dispatch of that 
date. 

I am concerned to have to inform your Lordship that but little progress 
has been made in the works of Ciudad Rodrigo since I left this part of 
the country on the 6th March last, notwithstanding that I had left money 
to complete them. I have ordered magazines of provisions into Almeida 
and Ciudad Rodrigo, which will he established in those places as soon as 
means of transport can he collected for the purpose. 

No movement has been made in tbe south. Gen, Drouet was still, by 
tbe last accounts, at Fuente Ovejuna, in Cordova. The Conde de Penne 
Yillemur has returned into Estremadura with the troops under his com- 
mand. 

To the Earl of Liveq30ol. Fuente Guinaldo, 29th April, 1812, 

Referring to your Lordship’s dispatch, No. 4, of the 3d Jan., I beg leave 
to remind your Lordship that you have not yet sent me the permission of 
H.R.H. the Prince Regent for Brig. Gen. Wilson to accept the order of 
the Tower and Sword, conferred upon him by the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 29tb April, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Marshal SirW. Beresford, con- 
taining a list of the oftxcers whom he considers to he entitled to the medal 
which H.R.H, the Prince Regent has been pleased to grant, in commemo- 
ration of the battle of Albuera. * 
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To Lieut; Gen. Sir Hill, K.B. ^ Fuente GuinaWo, 30th April, 1812. 

Adverting to the instructions contained in ray letter of the 24th, I think 
you might now put your boats and the heavy equipment from Elvas in 
moveraent upon Caceres, covering the movement hy the Portuguese ca- 
valry, which I suppose are towards Montanches; and I beg you to have 
the other troops prepared to move on the expedition towards Almaraz, as 
soon as I shall write to you. I wait only to hear decidedly of the move- 
ment of the 1st division. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fueute Guiiialdo, 30th April, 1812. 

I enclose a copy of a letter, and its enclosures, which I have received 
from His Majesty’s Ambassador in Spain, notifying to me that the Spanish 
government had been pleased to confer upon me the Grand Cross of the 
Order of San Fernando, 

I heg your Lordship will lay these letters before the Prince 

Begent, and request His Royal Highness’ permission for me to accept the 
honor conferred upon me by the government of Spain. 

To the Rt. Hou. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guiualdo, 30th April, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 13th inst., in which you enclosed one 
from the Sec. of State to the Regency, to your Excellency, and to myself, 
informing me that the Spanish government had been pleased to confer 
upon me the Grand Cross of the Order of San Fernando.^ 

I beg that you will return ray thanks to the government for this mark 
of their favor, and that you will inform them that I have applied to H.R.H. 
the Prince Regent for permission to accept it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T, Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st May, 1812, 8 a.m. 

I received this morning your letter of the 29th. The Conde de Penne 
Villemur has arrived in Estremadura, in consequence of a suggestion from 
me. He communicated with Ballesteros, who, as he had notice of Soult’s 
march into Andalusia after the siege of Badajoz, must have retired in time: 
but he tells me in a letter received this morning, that it is reported at Se- 
ville, that Ballesteros had beaten Gen. Rey hear Malaga. There was such 
a General at the head of a small body of troops, I suppose the garrison of 
Malaga; and Ballesteros, when he advanced upon Seville, detached a co- 
lumn to observe his movements. He probably augmented that column as 
he retired ; and thus he may have defeated Gen. Rey. 

I send you the intelligence received last night from Salamanca, which 

* See Appendix, No. XXI. 

G. O. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th April, ISIS. 

1. The Commander of the Forces begs that tbe staff and regimental officers of the 3d, 
4th, 5th, and Light divisions, and Gen. A1 ten’s brigade of cavalry, will send to Almeida to 
get the tents they will require for the campaign. It must be clearly understood, that if 
they do not take them now, they cannot have them hereafter. 

2. The A.Q.M.G. with each division will send to the Q.M.G. a return of the num- 
ber of tents required by each individual officer of the staff and by each regitpent, and the 
Q.M.G. will send orders to Almeida, tliat the tents may be issued accordingly. 

3. Tlie Commander of the Forces requests, that the General officers commanding bri- 
gades will occasionally inspect the camp kettle mules in the regiments in their hrigadesj 
and will see they are efficient for the service. 
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«!iows the disposition of the enemy’s several divisions. Yon will see in 
the paper from Yaliadolidj that the enemy have some heavy artillery 
already, and some on the march from Bayonne. 

To the Gorregidor of the Comarca of , Puentq Gairialdo, 2d May, 1812. 

I am desirous of making arrangements to have the hay cut in the 
Comarca under your directions, in order that the array under my command 
may have the advantage of it, at the same time that the people will derive 
profit. I beg you, therefore, to give directions to the other magistrates in 
your distiict, to make arrangements to have the hay in their districts cut 
and stacked at the proper season. They are to report to you the quantity 
vrhich will be cut and stacked in each village, and the expense of the same; 
and you will forward this report to the Commissary Gen. at head quarters, 
who will send you the money to be distributed for this service among the 
several magistrates of the district. 

The magistrate who will receive the money will be responsible to 
produce for it a corresponding quantity of good hay for the service of the 
army. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 2d May, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dispatches, Nos. 24 
and 26, of the 25 th March and 2d April; and having considered with the 
Commissary Gen. and other persons here, who have a knowledge of the 
facilities in raising money in this country, the probability of succeeding 
with the securities drawn and transmitted by your Lordship, it has appeared 
to those persons, as well as to me, that the chance of success would be 
greater if the certificate were altered, as proposed in the enclosed draft, 
in which the option is left to receive the interest at head quarters or at 
Lisbon, and to receive payment of the principal likewise at the same places. 

There would he but little inconvenience in paying the interest at head 
quarters as well as at Lisbon ; and in regard to the principal, I would ob- 
serve that the measure is calculated to provide for a momentary scarcity 
of specie in England, applicable to the service of the army abroad. It is 
not probable that in 3 years there will be the same difficulty in procuring 
specie in England to send abroad as there is at present ; and if there should 
be, it is not improbable that the regularity of the payment of the interest, 
and the advantages and security enjoyed from this description of certifi- 
cate, will have improved the credit of the British government to such a 
degree, that there will be no difficulty in borrowing specie in the Penin- 
sula to pay off these certificates. 

There remains for consideration another possible event, viz., that the 
British army shall have been withdrawn from the Peninsula before the 
expiration of the term of 3 years. It will he necessary in that case to ap- 
point an agent for the holders of these certificates, to receive their interest 
and the principal when it shall become due, at the office of the Commis- 
sary in Chief in London, and transmit it to them in the Peninsula. 

In case your Lordship should consent to the proposed alterations in 
the certificate, I beg you will determine and let me know whether the 
alterations shall be made bere in the certificates already transmitted, or 
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whether your Lordship will made out according to the form 

enclosed. 


No. 123. 
1000 Dollars. 

Don Maimel 
Velasquez. 

(his sigiiature) 

transferred on 
the 

to Don Diego 
Lopez. 

(his signature.) 



No. 123. 

Certificate for 1000 Dollars. 

For 1000 dollars advanced to the British army the 
holder of this certificate is hereby entitled to receive 
interest at the rate of 5 per cent, per amiunif in half- 
yearly payments, on the and the 

in each year, at the office of the 
Commissary General of the British army, at head 
quarters or at Lisbon. 

The said 1000 dollars will be repaid by the said 
Commissary General of the British army, at head 
quarters, or in Lisbon, at any period after the ex- 
piration of two years from the date hereof, within 
ten days of the presentation of this certificate for that 
purpose. 

In case the holder of this certificate should choose 
to receive payment of the interest or principal in 
England, he will, upon giving notice thereof, receive 
payment, as above specified, at the office of the Com- 
missary in Chief in London, at the rate of 5 shillings 
sterling for each Spanish dollar. 

(Signed) Wellington. 

(Countersigned) 

Cora. Gen. 

Dep. Pay. Gen. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Every transfer of this certificate must he duly 
registered and certified at one of the offices where 
the interest is made payable, without which it will 
not be acknowledged. 


The A,G. to Major Gen. Bourn, 4ith division, 2d May, 1812. 

I should have earlier done myself the honor of replying to your wishes, 
suggested when at Badajoz, had the Commander of the Forces enabled me to 
do so, by deciding upon the subject; hut having again submitted the application, 
as conveyed in your letter of the 24th ult, I am directed by his Excellency to 
refer you to the state of the Fusiliers for want of officers, which prevents his being 
able to comply with the appointment of Capt. Wylly as your A.D.C. The 
Commander of the Forces is much distressed in being obliged lo refuse any thing 
that is asked by a General officer, who ought to be as well aware as he is of the 
inconvenience which must attend the grant of it. 


To Lieut Gen. Sir T, Graham, K.B, Fuente Guinaldo, 3d May, 1812, a.m. 

I received this morning your letter of the 1st, and I now enclose a 
paper from Salamanca. The Curate of Coca is come over, and says that 
Marraont had brought back to Salamanca the troops which had marched 
through that place ; being under some apprehension that we should move 
forward. 

I am sorry that you experienced difficulty in passing the road from 
Villa Yelha to Niza. It is very bad ; and I am afraid cannot he mate- 
rially improved. 

I have sent Sturgeon and Todd to endeavor to repair the bridge of 
Alcantara ; in which I hope they will succeed. 
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To Lieut. Col. Fletcher, R.l, Fuente Gmnaldo, 3(1 May, 1812, 11 p.m. 

I received in due course your letter giving me an account of tlie pro- 
gress of the repairs, &c., at Badajoz ; and I am happy to find that you 
are going on so well. 

There are two or three points, however, to which I think you ought to 
attend, in order in some degree to improve the state of the works. 

1st ; the sluices in the dams of the bridge over the Rivillas, and in"" 
the dam of the ditch of the ravelin of San Roque, ought to be protected 
in some manner or other, so as to prevent the enemy from effecting the 
object which we attempted in regard to the latter. Probably a good wall 
of stone masonry in front of, and enclosing each of the dams, with a grating 
at the bottom of the wall to give a free passage to the water, would answer 
the purpose. 

It would likewise he desirable to have a good covered communication 
from the Picurina to the ravelin. Indeed, if the inundation can be de- 
pended upon, I should think that the Picurina might be rendered very 
difficult of attack by its gorge, approaching it by its right flank. 

I don’t know whether you have found the plans of the French engineers 
for bringing water into the ditch of the fort from the Guadiana. It is 
very desirable that these schemes should be examined, and their practica- 
bility and expense ascertained. 

I conclude that you have discovered the communication between the 
inundation of the Rivillas and the water in the ditch of the fort, and have 
ascertained whether it is, or can be retained in the latter, supposing that 
it is let out of the former. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d May, 1812. 

I am very sorry to tell you that affairs are going on very badly at 
Ciudad Rodrigo. I sent Gen. Alava there yesterday, upon hearing that 
they had not yet commenced upon the works ; and, as far as I could 
understand him, the garrison were in a state of mutiny, because Don 
Carlos de Espana had not performed a promise which he had made to pay 
the officers of the garrison for their extra allowances of provisions, which 

G. O. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d May, 1812. 

1, The Commander of the Forces requests the attention of the General officers com- 
manding divisions and brigades in this army, to the orders, page 279 of the printed 
General Regulations and Orders, containing directions respecting the half yearly confidential 
reports, which are required to be made by the General officers employed upon the staff of 
the army, at home and abroad, and the circular letter from the Adj. Gen. of the army, of 
the 18th Jab. 1812, on the same subject. 

2. As, notwithstanding the various occasions on which the Commander of the Forces 
has called the attention of the officers of the army to the orders which he has had occasion 
to issue on various branches of the service, he is concerned to observe that, in many in- 
stances, they are still unattended to, he particularly requests the General officers com- 
manding brigades, in reporting upon the qualifications of the officers of the regiment, as 
directed in page 280 of the printed Regulations, and in the letter from the Adj. Gen. of the 
18th Jan. 1812, will specify whether or not they are acquainted with the G. 0. of the 
army, particularly those which relate to the mode of sending soldiers to the hospital ; to 
the march of detachments through the country; to the care and inspection of their men, 
and of their conduct in cantonments, on a march or stationary ; and to the mode of making 
requisitions for supplies of all descriptions required from the country. These points, 
as well as others referred to, particularly in the General regulations of the TJth Aug. 1811, 
anti in the letter from the Adj. Gen. of the ISth Jan, 1812, can be ascertained only by 
the General officer who will make and report on the inspection, conversing with the offi- 
cers on the object and meaning of the several orders referred to. 
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had been stopped from tiiem during the blockade. He gave me to under 
stand that he should write to the Spanish government this day to apprise 
them of his opinion, and that of several of the principal officers of the 
garrison, that it was absolutely necessary that a British officer should be 
appointed Governor of tbat garrison ; and as far as I could understand 
him, that allied troops, meaning British and Portuguese, should be in it. 

I am tolerably well acquainted with the sentiments of some of these 
officers, among others, of Alava himself, regarding the employment of 
British officers in any Spanish concern; and I am thoroughly convinced 
that this proposal does not proceed from any desire to improve the Spa- 
nish military system, hut that it is to he attributed solely to the desire to 
get out of the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo. They dislike the restraint 
which must prevail soon in a Spanish garrison ; they dislike being exposed 
to my view in the occasional visits which I make to the place, and to my 
remonstrances on their indolence, and want of discipline, which I have 
assumed a right to make, on the ground of the assistance which I have 
given them of different descriptions ; and, above all, they dislike the pros- 
pect of, some day or other, being attacked in Ciudad Rodrigo. This last 
feeling is common to all Spaniards. I refer you upon this point to Roche, 
who says very truly, that when a Spanish officer or soldier is running 
away, the last place he will run to is a fortified town, although he should 
be certain of receiving there assistance of every description. It is very 
desirable that you, and the Spanish government, should he clearly in- 
formed of my opinions and intentions on this point. 

1st ; I consider the British troops the best we have, and I will not put 
them in garrison. 2dly ; I consider the Portuguese troops, next to the 
British, the best in the Peninsula, and I will not put more of them in 
garrisons than I am under the necessity of employing in that manner. I 
am obliged to employ some Portuguese regular troops in Elvas, and one 
regiment in Abrantes, but the Portuguese forts in general are occupied 
by the Portuguese militia, who, like other militia, cannot regularly he 
marched beyond the Portuguese frontier ; and if they should be sent 
beyond the frontier for any length of time, they would desert. 

I insist upon it, that Spanish troops are the proper garrisons for Spanish 
forts. If the Spanish government differ with me upon this point, and 
insist upon my placing garrisons in these forts which we have taken from 
the enemy, and I have made over to them ; or if they don’t adopt mea- 
sures to place, and support, in them proper garrisons, I now give notice 
that I will destroy both Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo. It will not answer 
their purpose or mine, that I should he tied by the leg to guard these two 
places against the evils to he apprehended from the want of proper gar- 
risons, or sufficient supplies in them. The Spanish troops, however, will 
be no more fit to garrison these places, unless they should be disciplined, 
paid, and fed, than they are for other military services ; and I see no 
chance of their being the first, unless they should he the two last. 

But the British government having agreed to aid the Spanish govern- 
ment with one million sterling this year in specie, besides aids in other 
modes, I see no reason why a part, at least, of this sum should not he 
applied to the support of those garrisons, and troops which are to act in 
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concert with the British army, and to aid and support our operations. 
The distribution of this money having been referred to you, I am anxious 
to have your decision, whether you propose to give any, and what part of 
it, for the support of the garrisons of Badajoz and Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
of the troops under Don Carlos de Espaha, destined to act in Castille, and 
of the Conde de Penne Villemur, destined to act in Estremadura. 

If I am to have any thing to say to the distribution of this aid, I shall 
employ it in giving their pay, or a certain proportion of their pay, to a 
certain number of officers and soldiers, regularly organised and disci- 
plined. Those who shall not be disciplined in two months, shall receive 
no more of this aid, nor any assistance whatever from the British govern- 
ment. The contributions levied from the province, and any money that 
could be sent by the government, should go to make up the deficiency of 
the pay from the British subsidy. In this manner we might contrive to 
discipline and maintain these Spanish garrisons, and to render them useful. 

In regard to the employment of British officers wirh the Spanish troops, 
I entertain the same opinion which I have always held upon this subject. 
British officers will be worse than useless, if they have not the support 
to their exertions of the authority of the Commander in Chief, who must 
have the cordial support of the government, or he will have no authority. 
British officers, besides, require an authority of no mean description, 
exercised with considerable strictness, to keep them in order and within 
due bounds. The history of our service in Portugal will afford many 
instances of the truth of both these opinions. British officers would have 
more difficulties to contend with in Spain than they had in Portugal, and 
more temptations and opportunities of abusing their authority. 

I retain likewise the same opinions regarding my having the command 
of the Spanish armies. I consider troops that are neither paid, fed, nor 
disciplined (and they cannot be disciplined, and there can be no subordi- 
nation among them, unless they are paid and fed), to be dangerous only 
to their friends when assembled in large bodies : as guerrillas they might 
be of some use, but it would be better, probably, if the same men were 
employed under the guerrilla officer, who is much better acquainted with 
his trade than what is called the officer of the regular Spanish service, 
knows the country better, which is the seat of bis operations, knows better 
and is better known to the inhabitants, and, above all, has no pretensions 
to military character. • 

I never will voluntarily command troops who cannot, and will not 
obey ; and therefore I am not desirous of having any thing to say to the 
command of the Spanish troops till I shall see the means provided for their 
food and pay, and till I shall be certain that the regular issue of these has 
had the effect of introducing among them a regular system of subordina- 
tion and discipline. 

Upon this subject of the introduction of British officers into the service, 
and of the command being given to me, I may be wrong, but I entertain 
opinions which I have not heard from others. It is my opinion, that the 
officers of the Spanish army, and the employes of the government in the 
military as well as the civil departments, are the principal exciters and 
supporters of the general sentiment which prevails among the people 
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against the French. Excepting the grandees, and a few men of large 
estate, who resided in the provinces, every person in Spain of the class oi 
a gentleman, or, more properly speaking, above the class of the cultivators 
of the soil, was in the civil, military, or naval service of the government. 
All these consider themselves deprived of their profession by the esta- 
blishment of the government of Buonaparte, particularly the officers of the 
army : and it is a very remarkable circumstance, and tending strongly to 
support my opinion, that the officers of the navy, whose services are least 
likely to be required by their country, in case the Spanish nation should 
succeed in shaking off the Buonaparte yoke, and that the alliance with 
England should become the permanent system of Spain, have done least 
in the war, have seldom agreed cordially with us, and a larger proportion 
of them, than of the military, have taken the side of the usurpation. 

- The conclusion which I draw from these observations is, that if we 
mean to encourage the continued resistance of the Spanish people, we 
ought not to disgust the officers of the Spanish army, and so far deprive 
them of their profession as to give to British officers the effectual control 
over the army. Mind, I don’t say that the Spanish officers are the sole 
cause of the continued resistance of the people ; for I believe the senti- 
ment of hostility against the French is part of the nature of a Spaniard ; 
but it must be admitted, that the example and instigation of the superior 
class of officers must have some effect in continuing the resistance of the 
lower orders. 

But, although I conceive that there are many difficulties and incon- 
veniences in introducing our officers into the Spanish service, and in 
giving the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s troops the supreme 
command of the whole, I conceive that many of the advantages to he 
expected from both arrangements might be acquired in another manner. 
I think that I have already acquired such an influence over the officers of the 
•Spanish army, that they would do any thing I should desire them, excepting 
perhaps to discipline their troops, establish subordination and order among 
them, and overcome their habits of indolence and procrastination. I doubt 
that they can effect these objects till the troops shall be regularly paid 
and fed ; and if what I have above suggested he adopted, you will see that 
the remedy for these defects is provided. 

It has always been my opinion that much might be done by the British 
government to increase the authority and influence of the Commander in 
Chief in this country. 

1st; Travelling military missions ought to he put an end to, or ought 
to he under the immediate direction of the Commander in Chief. 

2dly ; No aid of any description ought to he given to any Spanish troops, 
or commander of army, or guerrillas, excepting under the direction of 
the Commander in Chief. 

I have above stated the condition upon which alone I would issxie any 
aid to any regular troops. The discipline of guerrillas might not he 
insisted upon ; hut it might be possible to couple with the grant of any 
aid, whether of arms, provisions, or money, even to guerrillas, an arrange- 
ment for their following a certain system, or line of operations, connected 
with those of others. 
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All propositions for increase and extension of authority are received in 
England with jealousy ; and I have therefore never made any direct pro- 
position upon this subject. I might have hoped that the desire which I 
have always expressed to he allowed to confine my attention to my own 
army, might have satisfied the King’s government that I want no extension 
of authority, and that I deprecate it as throwing upon me additional re- 
sponsibility and trouble. But the state of the garrisons of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo and Badajoz, and the discussions into which we are about to entei 
respecting those establishments, render it necessary to speak out; and 
I have no hesitation in declaring my opinion, that the only remedy for 
the existing evils is for the British government to increase to the utmost 
extent the power and authority of the Commander in Chief, and to leave 
to his discretion the distribution of all the aids to the Peninsula. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, 3d May, 1812, 

I have received your letter of the 30th April, to which I would not 
trouble you with an answer, only that I see that Dom M. Forjaz, of 
course, deceived himself by those under him, has thus deceived you. 

I have as yet made no complaint of means of transport in Alentejo, 
wanting to convey provisions and stores to Elvas and Badajoz since the 
siege of the latter. What I complained of, was want of means of transport 
to convey the stores for the siege of Badajoz, in the months of February 
and March, and to facilitate the operations of the siege. These wants 
occurred before the complaints were made. 

I am afraid that Dom M. Forjaz thinks that I am inclined to complain 
without reason. In order to avoid disappointment and complaint, and in 
order, if possible, to throw provisions into all the fortified places and 
magazines without pressing the country for means of transport (which, by 
the by, I must observe ought to be done by others, and not by me), I have 
done what I believe no other General at the head of an army ever before 
dreamt of. The allied army are now separated, from the Douro to the 
Sierra Morena, close to the magazines, in order that the troops may subsist 
with facility, and that all the means of transport belonging to the army 
may be employed in filling the forts and magazines with provisions, in 
order that I may have to call for little transport from the country, and 
may have no complaints to make. 

I beg, however, that Dom M. Forjaz may not boast that the want of 
complaint is to he attributed to the activity of the agents of the govern- 
ment, or the efficiency of the law. 

I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken about my 
carriage. I shall write to Gen. Loho about it. 

To Brig. Gen. hobo. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d May, 1813. 

Mr. Stuart, His Majesty’s minister at Lisbon, has informed me, that he 
has taken the liberty of addressing to you a carriage which has been sent 
for me from England. 

I shall he obliged to you if you will direct the person who is bringing 
the carriage to proceed by the route enclosed to head quarters. 
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To Fiieiite Giiinaldo, 4th May, 1812. 

1 beg, that as soon as convement after the receipt of this letter, you 
will inspect the — regt. under the G.O. of the 3d May, 1812, and make 
me a report upon its state without loss of time, in order that I may judge 
of the expediency of again ordering that regiment into the field. 

I understand that the — regt. have their mules, &c. in readiness to 
march at the shortest notice. 

To Brig. Gen, Le Cor. Fuente Guinaldo, 4th May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 1st inst., and I have given directions 
to the Commissary Gen. to have a sum of money in the hands of the 
Commissary at Gastello Branco, for the purpose of making the advances 
for cutting hay, at an early period in this month. 

The Commissary at Gastello Branco will he directed to wait upon you 
on this subject, I beg, however, that you will observe, that 1 don’t 
propose to make advances for straw ; I make advances for hay, under the 
notion that this description of forage would not be cut, under the existing 
circumstances of the country, if these advances were not made. What- 
ever may he the state of the country, the corn will he cut, and the straw 
will be a resource, and I am willing to take my chance of its being one, 
for the army on payment on delivery, rather than pay for it beforehand. 
It will not be necessary, therefore, to provide so large a sum to he ad- 
vanced as you propose. 

To Iiieut, Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Giimaldo, 4th May, 1812, 1 1 J p.m, 

I enclose papers of the 2*7th and 30th April, from Salamanca. The 
former ought to have been received before. 

Marmont ought certainly to place his left on the Tagus, and his right 
at Avila, and to hold Salamanca by a small corps. But the French are 
so distressed for provisions, and in every other way, that it is difiScxilt to 
guess what they will do. Affairs are going on hut ill at Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
and as far as I can understand, there has been something very like a 
mutiny there; and all parties agree that the garrison must he given over 
to us ; that is to say, the officers don’t choose to stay in it. T have given 
fair notice, however, that I will not take charge of the garrison, excepting 
on an acknowledgment under their hands, that they are incapable of holding 
it, or, as officers, of commanding their men; and that sooner than garrison 
the place permanently, I will destroy it entirely. I have, however, begged 
my brother to draw the serious attention of the government to this subject. 

I think this time favorable for Hill’s operation upon Almaraz, and I 
have desired him to march upon it with a part of his troops. 

I have sent large numbers of carts and animals to the magazines to 
bring up supplies for the places ; and that business is going on well. 
Before it can be so far completed as to enable me to leave this place, I 
must know what Marmont’s dispositions are, and I shall be prepared for 
a movement on one side or the other of the Tagus before the harvest. 
In order to make this preparation, however, I have done what could not 
be attempted in any other war but this; having placed the right of the 
army upon the Sierra Morena, and the left at S. Joao da Pesqueira, ou 
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the Douro. But I am certain that the French will not find out how weak 

we are in all points. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, 4th May, 1812. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from Madrid from a person 
unknown to me, in regard to the two young men who will wait upon you 
with this letter. 

I beg leave to recommend them to your protection ; and if it should 
appear that there is any person in authority at Cadiz acquainted with the 
character of the writer of the enclosed letter, or with that of their family, 
I beg you will recommend that they may he received into the academy, 
and eventually employed in the army. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Puente Guinaldo, 6th May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 26th April It does not appear to 
me to he necessary that you should issue the stores required by Brio-. 
Gen. Carroll till he shall have men to make use of them, and only in 
proportion as he shall have men. 

I heg leave to suggest to you the expediency of abstaining from 
making remonstrances on the detachment of troops from Galicia to Ame- 
rica, till you shall receive orders to do so from His Majesty’s government. 
Your duty is to make such representations as you may he directed to 
make to the General officer commanding in Galicia in regard to his 
operations, and to suggest the measures which may occur to you as likely 
to forward the object in the view of His Majesty’s government, or of the 
Commander in Chief of the army. You are likewise to superintend the 
distribution of the stores sent to Galicia for the purposes of the war, 
according to the orders which you will from time to time receive. But 
I heg leave to suggest to you, that you have nothing to say to political 
measures. You have nothing to do with the detachment of troops or 
artillery to South America.^ 

It is obvious that Gen. Abadia, or Gen. Castahos, could not make such 
detachments without orders from their government ; and you must not 
endeavor to prevail upon them to disobey the orders which they may re- 
ceive, although you may press the expediency of the employment of the 
troops and artillery in other quarters, without reference to the orders of 
the goveimment that the troops and artillery should be sent to America. 

If His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz should wish to have those orders 
recalled, he will make the request direct to the government; and at all 
events your interference with the person who is to obey the orders of the 
government must be hopeless, while it will lead to discussions of an un- 
pleasant nature, which may as well be avoided. 

In regard to the supply of arms and equipments to troops about to be 
detached to America, you have received the Sec. of State’s orders upon 
that subject, and you will of course obey them, 

* Lord Wellington was not aware that Sir H. Douglas had received orders from His 
Majesty’s government to nse every exertion to defeat any project of the kind, and which 
Lord Wellington afterwards acknowledged to Sir H. Dotiglas in a letter dated 25th May, 
1812, the draft of which is missing; but the record of that letter in tire Index states as 
follows : ‘ not to obey the instructions of the 6th hist, till he receives further orders from 
the Sec. of State.’ 
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If troops should be detached to America which you have supplied with 
arms and equipments, you will observe to Gen. Abadia that the design in 
supplying these arms and equipments was to enable the Spanish govern- 
ment to oppose the common enemy in the Peninsula, and not to attempt 
any thing so hopeless as the conquest of the Colonies; and you will sug- 
gest to him the expediency of using the arms and equipments for troops 
destined to serve against the common enemy in Europe. 

If any of the arms and equipments issued by you should be detached 
to America with the troops notwithstanding these remonstrances, you will, 
upon every occasion on which you shall make an issue to the troops in 
Galicia in future, stipulate that neither the arms nor the equipments 
issued by you are to be detached with any troops to America. 

To Major Gen. Coolie. Fuente Guinaldo, 6th May, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 16th, 23d, 25th, 
26th, and 29th April, Nos. 64,65,66, 67, and 68; and I have perused with 
great attention the enclosures from Major Gen. Ross. 

I entirely concur with Gen. Ross in opinion, that it is expedient that he 
should occupy Fort Atalaya, as well as Fort Galeras, and that those places 
should be provisioned for the period during which it is probable that they 
would hold out if attacked by the enemy, or during which it might be 
expedient that the garrison should be kept within them without commu- 
nication with the town. 

In regard to the heights of San Julian, I was induced, upon examining 
the plan of Carthagena, and upon conversing with Lieut. Wells, to be of 
opinion that it was expedient not to occupy that position. According to 
Lieut. Wells’ report, the construction of a respectable field work on that 
point appeared impracticable ; and any thing more solid appeared to re- 
quire such a length of time and a sum of money, owing to the extreme 
difficulty of getting materials to the spot, that it could not be expected 
that it would be completed within any reasonable period. 

It likewise appeared from an examination of the plan, that although the 
occupation of San Julian was essentially necessary, with a view to any 
more extensive system for the protection of the right of the works of the 
town, and for the protection of the navigation of the harbour, it was not 
itself sufficient for either object ; and therefore upon the whole I was of 
opinion, that it was better not to occupy San Julian, more particularly as 
it appeared that there was at all times a good communication with the sea 
from Galeras. It is, however, impossible to form a conclusive opinion 
upon a question of this description without seeing the ground. It is ob- 
vious that some of the information received from Lieut. Wells was erro- 
neous; and Major Gen. Ross on the spot, must be a better judge than I 
can be here, of the effect of his work upon San Julian ; and upon the whole 
I certainly concur in his plan to complete the old Spanish field work on 
that hill, and to build within it the tower proposed by Capt. Roberts. 

Major Gen. Ross must likewise he a better judge than I can he of the 
expediency of placing guns of a large calibre in Fort Atalaya, and his 
works on San Julian. 

I have observed that the French have come but ill provided with ord- 
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nance and ammunition for the attack of strong places in Spain; and, there- 
fore, unless there should be reason for preferring heavy ordnance m 
outworks, light ordnance should be adopted. But if heavy ordnance should 
be necessary, and there should be any of the irregular calibres, it should 
be preferred to ordnance of the regular calibres. For this same reason I 
recommend, that if Major Gen. Ross should think ordnance of large 
calibres necessary in these outworks, he should prefer the English ordnance, 
as the ammunition will not answer for the French and Spanish calibres. 

I believe, however, that the heavy English iron 12 pounders will throw a 
shot as far as any other gun ; and if the shot is not required for destroying 
masonry, that calibre would answer as well as any other for all other pur- 
poses. This gun, therefore, ought to be preferred for these outworks, and 
it would be useless to the enemy if it should fall into their hands. 

The same observation regarding the deficiency of ammunition generally 
felt by the enemy for his operations, suggests the expediency of firing as 
few guns as possible of the regular calibres; as I know, that upon more 
than one occasion, the French have carried on a siege nearly unprovided 
with shot excepting that fired by the besieged, which is picked up by the 
soldiers for a reward. 

The next subject which requires an answer in Major Gen. Ross’ letters, 
relates to Alicante. I have received no orders from His Majesty’s govern- 
ment to occupy that post with British troops, and I cannot think it expe- 
dient, in any view of the subject, to detach troops from Cadiz, or from this 
army, to occupy that post. 

In regard to the proposition from Gen. O’Donell, that Major Gen. Ross 
should detach troops from Carthagena, I might refer Major Gen. Ross to 
the instructions which have been handed over to him by Col. Lambert. 
He has the copy of the instructions which were given to Major Gen. the 
Hon, W. Stewart when he was detached from this army to Cadiz, in 1810, 
to which he is directed to attend, as far as they may be found applicable 
to the circumstances at Carthagena ; and he will find in those instructions 
an article relating to quitting the Isla de Leon. I should be sorry to be 
bound myself, and I don’t wish to hind others by positive orders, which 
may not be applicable to circumstances as they may arise. 

The Spanish nation and troops, particularly the common soldiers, enter- 
tain an opinion that our soldiers are invincible ; and that it is only neces- 
sary that they should appear, in order to insure success ; and they are so 
ignorant of the nature of a military operation, that they attribute our re- 
fraining from interfering upon many occasions to disinclination to the 
cause, and frequently to the want of the requisite military qualities in the 
General officer who directs our operations. It may be depended upon, 
that where there are British troops, there will be no want of invitations 
for their co-operation ; hut I am convinced that there is no officer who 
can believe that 500 or 600 men can perform anything essential ; or that 
it is proper to employ the King’s troops, or to risk their safety in the 
execution of plans which have really no essential object in view, which 
are adopted without consideration, and relinquished without cause; and 
for the execution of which there do not exist, even in the opinion of those 
who propose them, any adequate means excepting the military virtues of 
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the British troops. I therefore beg leave to warn Major Gen. Boss of the 
inexpediencj of his attending to the invitations of Gen. O’Bonell of co- 
operation in expeditions in the field; as he may depend upon it, that they 
will not answer any purpose. I can’t at this distance, however, take upon 
me to say, that a case will not occur, in which it may be proper that Major 
Gen. Boss should detach sonae of the troops under his command from Gar- 
thagena ; and I beg to refer him to my letter to you upon the subject of 
detachments from Cadiz, of the 15th Nov. 1811, which has been approved 
of by the Sec. of State. 

In regard to Major Gen. Ross’ complaints of the inclination of the sol- 
diers of Watteville’s regiment to desert, I beg to observe ; 1st ; that it 
affords an additional reason for not detaching from Carthagena the few 
British troops he has under his command : 2dly ; that all General officers, 
who have foreign troops under their command, have the same cause to 
complain. In that part of the allied army under my command, called 
British, there are between 6000 and 7000 of them, who desert whenever 
they can get an opportunity; and I cannot increase the number, and de- 
crease that of the really British troops, in order to send another British 
regiment to Major Gen. Ross ; neither do I think that you can spare 
another British regiment from Cadiz in exchange for 500 foreign troops. 
I am responsible for the description of troops which I have sent to Car- 
thagena, and Major Gen. Ross is responsible for making the proper use 
of them ; and if he thinks that I have not sent to Carthagena troops upon 
whom he can depend for the service on which he is employed, he has only 
to say so, and he shall he relieved. 

I don’t think it quite clear, whether Major Gen. Ross has or not a war- 
rant from you to enable him to hold a General Court Martial, as he men- 
tions in one letter that he has not a warrant, and in another that he has 
ordered a General Court Martial to try certain deserters. I therefore en- 
close a warrant to enable him to hold a General Court Martial. 

It is necessary that you should request the Governor of Gibraltar to 
supply the ordnance and stores required as well for Carthagena as for 
Tarifa, and inform me and the Sec. of State of the nature and amount of 
those requisitions. I concur in your paying the Spanish soldiers d^ real a 
day for their work at Tarifa, but I beg leave to suggest to you, that mea- 
sures may he adopted to insure their doing a day’s work for the payment, 
either by fixing the task which each man is to perform, or by the active 
superintendence of officers, or by any other mode that may be proposed. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Criiinaldo, 6th Ma}", 1812. 

Although I have neither the authority nor the means of applying a 
remedy to the various complaints which you may have occasion to make, 

I beg that you will understand that it is my duty to attend to them, and 
that it is not necessary that you should make any apology for sending 
them. 

I beg leave to observe, however, that the papers transmitted in your 
letter of the 2d inst. are no answer to the complaints made by me of the. 
civil authorities in Alentejo for omitting to supply the means of transport 
required in February to bring up to Eivas the stores for the siege of 
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Badajoz, After the place was taken I threw upon the government the 
responsibility of bringing np the supplies to replenish the magazines of 
Elvas, and to fill those of Badajoz; and I am happy to find that that mea- 
sure has had the effect of calling forth an exertion which, according to 
Dorn M. Forjaz’s account, has accomplished my object. 

When a complaint is made in Portugal, I observe that there is no want 
of answers. But answers written months after the cause of complaint 
arises will not carry on the service, and I only wish that those who write 
them would come forward and suggest resources to remedy or remove the 
inconveniences of all descriptions occasioned hy the neglects and omis- 
sions which gave cause for the complaints. They will then probably 
think it necessary to do something more than give fallacions answers. 

In regard to money for the Portuguese government, I begged Mr. 
Bissett to suggest to you that if you were not satisfied with the sum he 
was enabled to supply you, you should make your complaint on the sub- 
ject to the King’s government. I am not the Minister of Finance, nor is 
the Commissary Gen. It is the duty of the King’s ministers to provide 
supplies for the service, and not to undertake a service for which they 
cannot provide adequate supplies of money and every other requisite. They 
have thrown upon me a very unpleasant task in leaving to me to decide 
what proportion of the money which comes into the hands of the Com- 
missary Gen. shall be applied to the service of the British army, and what 
shall he paid to the King’s minister, in order to enable him to make good 
the King’s engagements to the Portuguese government; and at the same 
time that they have laid upon me this task, and left me to find money to 
carry on the war as I could, they have, hy their orders, cut off some of 
the resources which I had. 

In every view of the case, therefore, it is to the King’s government 
that you should make your complaint. I must say, hovrever, that there 
is little cause for complaint of want of supplies of money from the Por- 
tuguese government in the months of March and April. It appears hy 
Mr. Bissett’s statement that he issued to you in those 'months 725,000 
dollars, besides supplies to a large amount ; and besides provisions for the 
Portuguese troops serving with our divisions, for the garrison of Almeida, 
and to the militia under Gens. Trant, Wilson, and the Conde de Amarante, 
and pay and provisions to the regiment at Cadiz. I cannot be certain, but 
I believe the Portuguese govei-nment are not entitled to more in money 
than the sura above stated. This, however, is no concern of mine ; I 
merely suggest it for your consideration, before you bring the subject 
under the consideration of the King’s government. 

At all events, whether the sum is less or more than the King has en- 
gaged to supply to the Portuguese government, I could not authorise the 
issue of more, with justice even to the Portuguese service. The British 
army have not been paid for nearly 3 months ; we owe nearly a year’s 
hire to the muleteers of the army; and we are in debt for supplies in all 
parts of the country ; and we are on the point of failing in our payments 
for some supplies essentially necessary to both armies^ tv hick cannot he 
promtred excepting with ready mo7iey. 
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1 admit tliat tlie payments made in March and April, altliough to the 
full amo lint of what the Portuguese government are entitled to, are not 
sufficient for their wants. But that is no concern of mine. I have fre- 
quently recommended measures which, if they had been adopted, would 
by this time have rendered the Portuguese government independent of 
the subsidy, and an aid instead of being a financial burthen on Great 
Britain. I repeat those measures : a reform in the abuses of the customs 
of Lisbon and Oporto ; a more equal and just collection of the income 
tax on the commercial property, particularly in those large and rich cities. 
(It is really scandalous to hear of the fortunes which have been made by 
the mercantile classes in those cities by the war, and to reflect that they 
contribute nothing to hear its burthens.) A reform of the expenses of 
the naval establishments of the country and those of the arsenal. If these 
measures were adopted, the income would he equal to the expenditure, 
and the government would get on without calling upon Great Britain at 
every moment to find that which, in the existing state of the world, can’t 
he procured, viz., money. 

I am concerned that I can’t agree with you in the justice of the propo- 
sition that the King should pay the hire of boats detained in the service 
of the Portuguese government, when the Commissariat don’t issue from 
the stores all that is required at the moment it is required. Adverting to 
the extensive store houses there are at Lisbon unemployed, and belonging 
to the government, it is not very friendly, nor, adverting to the scarcity 
of specie, very politic, to make the Commissary Gen. hire his stores at a 
large rent ; and I have frequently turned over in my mind the expediency 
of demanding from the Portuguese government a proportion of the rent 
for store houses, equal to the proportion of the stores consumed by the 
Portuguese army. This demand, however, has not been made. That 
which has been made for rent is for stores not taken away, when the 
orders for their issues had been given, which, considering that when an 
issue is ordered, a purchase must he made of fresh quantities to supply its 
place ; and that if the stores of which the issue has been ordered are not 
carried away, new store rooms must be hired and additional expense in- 
curred, does not appear to me to be unreasonable. 

I must observe upon this discussion that it originates in the system of 
giving amwers to complaints, instead of applying a remedy. 

Marshal Beresford makes a complaint of want felt by the army, and 
Senhor Cardoso answersy by what I must term a falsehood, viz., that he 
can’t get his supplies from the British Commissariat. When this anstoer 
comes to he examined here, after having gone through the usual course of 
notes, &c., it turns out to he proved that the issues had been ordered 
months before; that the stores were still lying in the British store houses ; 
and that they had been replaced by fresh purchases of stores, to hold 
which fresh store houses had been hired. Is a demand for payment 
for store room, under these circumstances, at all like a demand for 
payment of hire for boats, detained possibly by the usual course of 
business, but certainly, as appears by the above statement of facts, not by 
design? 
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The man who wrote the paper which you sent to England is not em- 
ployed by me. I thought he had been employed by you, but I find he is 
employed by my brother. I judge from the intelligence that he is the 
"Same person who sends information from Valencia de Alcantara. 

To the Earl of Li?erpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 6th May, 1812. 

I enclose an extract of a letter which I wrote to my brother 3 days 
ago, in regard to the temper of the officers of the garrison of Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; since which time the officers have been in open mutiny. It is 
not necessary that I should enter upon the details of this event; but it 
is obvious to me from the pretence for it, the conduct of the body of the 
officers in general, and the mode in which it was put an end to, that what 
they want is to get out of the garrison, I cannot but admit that their 
situation in the garrison is very distressing ; they have no pay, and nothing 
but their rations to subsist upon. The inhabitants in general had quitted 
Ciudad Rodrigo previous to the late blockade, and they have not yet re- 
turned, and the officers enjoy none of the conveniences which they would 
have by residing in the houses of the inhabitants in cantonments in the 
villages. They are, therefore, dissatisfied with their situation, and I am 
certain that unless means can be devised of paying them and the troops 
under their command regularly, it is useless to expect any assistance from 
them. If I was enabled to pay them, I would force them to learn and to 
perform their duty. 

Your Lordship will observe in the enclosed letter, that it is my opinion 
that all the supplies sent to this country for the Spanish government should 
be at the disposal of the Commander in Chief of the King’s troops. I have 
long entertained this opinion; and if I have not given utterance to it more 
clearly, it is because I was not desirous of creating an impression that I 
wished to accumulate power into my own hands. It might besides appear 
that I blamed the distribution of the supplies in kind, which had been 
made by His Majesty’s minister at Cadiz, as, till I read Lord Castlereagh’s 
dispatch to the Duque del Infantado, I did not know that the Spanish 
government had received any but very small occasional sums of money, 
always upon a promise of repayment, which promise had frequently been 
performed. 

The reasons why I think the supplies ought to he exclusively in the 
hands of the Commander in Chief are: 1st; That it will give him an 
influence over all- the operations more efficient than the command under 
existing circumstances, and probably as efficient as it could be under any 
circumstances. 2dly ; It is the only mode in which the due distribution 
of tbe supplies, money in particular, can be secured for the purposes of 
the service. 

I beg to refer your Lordship to Sir H. Douglas’s statement of the 
revenue and expenditure of Galicia, and to the monthly estimates of the 
military expenditure in Portugal, in which you will see how large a 
revenue can be laid out among military pensioners and civil establishments 
of all descriptions, and an example of how small a proportion of a snm of 
money can he applied to the support of the real fighting soldier, I con- 
tend fur it, that if the King’s Ambassador at Cadiz disposes of this money. 
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he must dispose of it through the hands of the government : admitting tliat 
the government dispose of* it conscientiously for the benefit of the army, 

what happens ? They send a part to and the first thing — 

will do will be to take the whole arrear of his own appointments, and those 
of his whole Staff, and probably apart of the appointments of 1500 officers 

living at his head quarters at , who have dispersed; the officers doing 

duty with the regiments will probably get hut very little, and the soldiers 
positively nothing: this is areal representation of what I know to be 
a fact. 

A sum of money sent to — — * might he distributed rather more 

fairly, because he has with him more effective men and fewer idlers ; but 
still I will venture to assert, that the officers of his Staff are less in arrears 
than those of the regiments, and the officers of the regiments infinitely 
less than the men. If this money is placed at my disposal: 1st; I shall 
insist that after the first 2 months, it shall be paid to none but disciplined 
troops. 

2dly; That Staff and regimental officers and the soldiers shall each 
receive their regular proportion of their pay. 

3dly ; That every other sum of money, either collected upon the country 
by way of contribution, or sent by government, shall be distributed among 
the whole on the same principle. 

I don’t think that the King’s Ambassador, distributing the money 
through the government, can effect this object: however, in whatever 
way the King’s servants may decide this point, I beg to lay in a claim for 
a part of the money for the garrisons of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz, and 
for the Spanish troops in Castille and Estremadura, otherwise much of the 
benefit to be expected from these conquests will be lost. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 6th May, 1812. 

Having understood that some discussions of an unpleasant nature had 
taken place between Sir H. Douglas and Gen. Abadia in Galicia, and 
having observed, from the postscript to a letter of the 13th ult, from Sir 
H. Douglas, that he was not on the terms on which he ought to he with 
Gen. Abadia, I have thought it proper to send him the instructions of 
which I enclose a copy. His direct interference to prevent a detachment 
of troops from embarking from Galicia for America must be quite hope- 
less, if His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz cannot prevail upon the Re- 
gency to refrain from that measure; and it has been the cause of the dis- 
cussions to which I refer, the existence of which has tended to weaken Sir 
Howard’s influence in Galicia, and to diminish the benefit to be expected 
from his employment in that quarter. 

The truth is, that when the Spanish government or nation are deter- 
mined to adopt a measure, however injurious to their cause, nothing can 
prevent them from carrying it into execution. 

The measure of sending troops to America has been insisted upon by the 
City of Cadiz, from which alone the government receive any pecuniary 
assistance, and which possesses unbounded influence over the Cortes, and 
it may he depended upon that no power which can be exerted will pre- 
vent its execution. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool. Euente Guiiialdo, 6 th May, 1812. 

The enemy have distributed their troops generally in the cantonments 
which they occupied previous to their late march to this quarter, and 
nothing of any importance has occurred since I last addressed you. 

We are collecting provisions and stores for Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida, 
which I hope will arrive at an early period. No movement of importance 
has been made in the south. 

By accounts from Galicia I learn that Espoz y Mina fought a very 
successful action with the enemy in the end of March, and frustrated all 
the endeavors of Gen. Dorsenne to destroy his corps with an infinitely 
superior force. He has since been very successful against one of the 
enemy’s convoys on the 9th April, and it is reported that he has taken a 
very large sum of money. 

The Mr, Egerton, Military Library, Whitehall, 6th May, 1812, 

I beg leave to transmit you the G. O, of this army, from the 1st Jan. to tlie 
31st Dec. 1811, in order that you may cause them to be printed, and bound in 
a manner exactly similar to those of 1809 and 1810 ; and I have to request they 
may he expedited as much as possible. As the copying of these orders has been 
entrusted to a clerk in this office, it is more than probable that inaccuracies of 
grammar and spelling may be found in the copy now sent you, in which case I 
request the greatest possible care may be taken to have them corrected in the press. 

I have also to inform you that a remittance wili be made you for printing the 
Orders of 1810 by the next mail. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th May, 1812, 9 p.m. 

I have desired Sir R. Hill to undertake the service which 1 have long had 
in contemplation for the destruction of the enemy’s establishments at Al- 
maraz, and 1 hope that he will have marched about this time with about 
5000 or 6000 men for that object. I am not quite certain whom Sir 
Rowland will leave in command of the troops in front of Badajoz. 

It appears by a letter which I have from Hill this morning, that some of 
Bonet’s troops were in motion in the beginning of the month towards 
Zalamea, &c. ; and I hear from dementi Pereira that the 2d division of 
the ^ Armee de Portugal ’ was likewise in motion towards the Puerto del 
Pico ; while Marmont, with a part of the ^ Armee de Portugal, remains 
at Salamanca. I conclude, therefore, that the first measure of the King’s 
command has been to draw closer the two armies ; and that they will be 
in direct communication by Talavera, hut nothing offensive can be intended 
with troops so widely extended. 

As some time must elapse yet before we can attempt any thing, I shall 
he very much obliged to you if you will move your quarters to Portalegre, 
and if you will have your eye upon what is passing in front of Badajoz, 
and will go there, if you should find that any serious movement is likely 
to be made by the enemy on that place during Hill’s absence. I have 
ordered the 6th division from Gastello de Vide to Portalegre, in order to 
be nearer Badajoz, in case you should think more troops there to he 
necessary. 

I enclose the copy of the instructions which I gave Sir R. Hill when I 
left Estremadura, which I shall he obliged to you to return to me, as I have 
no other copy. Brig. Gen. Power’s brigade, and the 22d regt, still re- 
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main in Badajoz, and Penne Villenaur’s cavalry and infantry are at Biir- 
gnillos, &c. I the Spanish, governnient having as yet given neither answer 
nor orders respecting the garrison for that place. 

The commnnication with Almendralejo is carried on through Badajoz 
and Elvas, to Portalegre ; and as t^^ road is but little about, it may pro- 
bably as well be continued by that line. The 6th division would be 3 
days marching from Portalegre to Badajoz; of which, 2 toCampo Maior, 
or the left of the position of Engracia, referred to in the enclosed letter. 

The mutiny at Ciudad Rodrigo has taken place, and was settled by Don 
Carlos de Espana without communicating with me, in a manner of which 
I cannot approve. Not knowing of his arrival at the place, I sent a letter 
to the Governor the night before last, which would have had the effect of 
opening the eyes of the well disposed, and would have separated them 
from the had; and at all events, would have ascertained, and probably 
have fixed the sentiments of the soldiers on the right side, and would have 
settled the business as it ought to have been settled, without concession. 
We can never depend upon this garrison under existing circumstances ; 
and I must endeavor to prevail upon Castahos to send one from Galicia. 

I write to Hill to request him to desire the officer in command of the 
troops in front of Badajoz to report to you at Portalegre, as well as to me. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T, Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 8tli May, 1812. 

I enclose the only intelligence which I have received since yesterday. 

By a letter from Hill of the 5th, I find it was only a part of Drouet’s 
troops that moved. 

I enclose a declaration which I have received from England, from which 
it appears that the question of the Orders in Council is settled. 

I have a paper R’om America, from which it appears that the Americans 
have laid a general embargo on all vessels. This is a measure of im- 
portance, as all this part of the Peninsula has been living this year on 
American flomr. 

To Col. Austin. Puente Guinaldo, 9th May, 1812. 

I have received this day your letter of the 2d inst, informing me of 
thearrival at Ayamonte of the regiment of Jaen, which is to goto Badajoz. 

G. O. Fueiite Guinaldo, 8th May, 1812. 

1. In order to insure die regularity of the delivery of soldiers’ letters in England, it is 
necessary that the Commauding officers of regiments should have a list ipade of the soldiers’ 
letters which will go to England by every post. 

2. The Commanding officers of those regiments which communicate with England 
through head quarters, are to send the soldiers’ letters, with the list of them, to Major Scovell, 
the Superintendent of military communications. 

3. The Commanding officers of those regiments which communicate with England 
without passing through head quarters, are to send the soldiers’ letters, with a list of them, 
toT. Reynolds, Esq., agent of the packets at Lisbon, and a duplicate of the list to Major 
Scovell, the Superintendent of military communications, at head quarters. 

4. The soldiers are to pay 15 rets postage for each letter. The officers commanding com- 
panies are to pay the postage into the hands of the paymaster of the regiment; and the pay- 
masters of regiments are to pay the sums received on account of postage into the hands of 
the Dep. Paymaster Gen. or his assistant, upon every occasion on which they will wait upon 
him, or his deputies, to receive the balance due on their estimates. 

5. Major Scovell will take care to supply the Paymaster Gen. with the amount of the 
demand against each regiment for each week; and he will forward the sums received, 
either by bill or otherwise, to Mr. Reynolds, the agent for packets at Lisbon. 
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l intended tliat the troops destined to garrison Badajoz should be landed 
at Setuval, as being nearer Badajoz, and a place from which they could 
be more easily provisioned on their march. 

It will be necessary for you to adopt the arrangements for subsisting 
these troops on their march which I requested you to adopt for the sub- 
sistence of those under the Conde de Penne Villemur. I enclose a route 
for them, hut I much fear that they will be distressed for provisions on 
their march, if they should have marched before you will have received 
the route, and the Commissary can have had time to order that prepara- 
tions might be made for them from Beja, 

The A,G, to Major Royal, Santarenu 9th May, 1812. 

I have the honor to inform you, in reply to your communications of the 26th, 
27th, and 30th ult., that all deserters, or persons suspected of having deserted, are 
to he forwarded to the head quarters of their regiments with the least possible delay, 
when an opportunity offers, at the same time apprising the Adj. Gen. thereof. The 
deserters from the French army, employed as orderlies at the hospital station under 
your command, are to be paid as orderlies usually are, and it will be charged accord- 
ingly, Such deserters as have proved or shall prove refiractory, and do not conform 
to the rules of the station, you are to proceed against at first by confinement, or 
stopping their spirits or wine ; in the event of that not having the desired effect, 
you will inform me further on the subject, I am further desired to inform you, 
that such French deserters as are not actually employed or wanted as orderlies 
are to be sent hack to Lisbon. 

When officers are reported to you fit to join their regiments, they may proceed, 
having received the necessary route from you, without any reference to me. As 

it is very probable that Lieut, , — light dragoons, left Santarem without 

informing you or the senior Medical officer, through ignorance of the customs at 
hospital stations, you will make known to all the officers at the station under your 
command, that your sanction and that of the senior Medical officer are necessary 
before they can quit the station. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T, Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose 3 letters from Cadiz ; I have others from Gen. Cooke which 
I will send you to-morrow. They contain details on which I must give 
an answer. There is nothing new here. 

I find that the American embargo took place on the 7th April for 90 
days, and I conclude will then he renewed, if the harvest should he so 
had in Europe that their assistance will he required to feed these countries. 

We have more than 200 days’ provisions for thei British and that part 
of the Portuguese army fed by our Commissariat. The demands, how- 
ever, for the Portuguese garrisons, and that part of the army not fed by 
us, will reduce the supply to 4 months. But I some time ago sent to 
Brazil, and to the Mediterranean, and to the British settlements in North 
America. I think, therefore, that both army and people, and Cadiz will 
continue to be well supplied, even if the American embargo should be 
continued. If it should not, corn will be excessively cheap. 

To Lieut. Gen. Campbell, Gibraltar. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th May, 1812. 

I have requested Adm. Berkeley to send to Gibraltar the 4 transports 
named in the margin, which are laden with ordnance and stores, according 
to the enclosed return. These transports, as well as those respecting 
which I wrote to you on the 19th April, are to wait at Gibraltar the 
orders of Lieut. Gem Lord W. Bentinck.. 
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Your Excellency will observe in tbe return twenty seven 24 pounder 
carriages, and three 18 pounder carriages, whicli it is desirable should re- 
ceive at Gibraltar the repairs which they will require; and it is recom- 
mended by the officers of the artillery that they should be fitted with 
strong iron trunnion boxes, to secure the guns from forcing their way 
back by constant firing. 

In order to complete the heavy ordnance equipment required by Lord 
W. Bentinck, it is desirable that guns for these carriages and stores should 
be provided in the garrison of Gibraltar ; and I have therefore to request 
your Excellency that twenty seven 24 pounder iron guns, Carron manu- 
facture, of 9 feet 6 inches long, and three 18 pounder guns of the same 
manufacture, 8 feet 6 inches long, should he prepared for these carriages, 
and embarked, with 1000 rounds of ammunition for each gun; eight 
24 pounder guns, with their carriages and ammunition, in the South- 
ampton^ and eight 24 pounder guns, with their carriages and ammunition, 
in Mary Anne, 

I propose to send from Lisbon two more transports to receive the re- 
maining 14 guns and the ammunition, which transports shall take to 
Gibraltar the 3664 24 pounder spherical case shot, and the *1000 inch 
spherical case fuses, stated in the enclosed return as forwarded in these 
transports. 

Included in the 1000 rounds for each gun, I beg that there may be 100 
of grape, and 100 rounds of case shot for each. 

To J. Bi'ssett, Esq., Commissary General. Faente Gninaldo, 10th May, 1812. 

I return Mr. Pipon’s letter of the 6th, and Mr. Stuart’s to me, and my 
answer ; and I beg that the two letters may be sent hack to me. I beg 
that orders may he given to Mr. Pipon to issue the quantities required by 
the Portuguese government for the month of May, excepting the rice, 
of which it appears, by Mr, Dalrymple’s return, that there is none in store. 

To the Rt Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th May, 1812# 

I have received your letters to the 28th April, 

I learn from the Governor of Algarve, that one of the regiments in- 
tended for Badajoz is arrived at Ayamonte, which is unlucky, as I 
expected they would have come to Setuval; and no preparations have 
been made to supply them on the road from Ayamonte. These prepara- 
tions, however, were ordered yesterday, after I heard of their arrival at 
Ayamonte. 

I concur with you in respect to the expediency of giving assistance to 
Whittingham’s division. It would have been desirable, however, to 
know the last expense ; and I recommend to you to call for an estimate 
of it without loss of time. It would likewise be desirable to know what 
part of the expense would he borne by the revenues of the islands of 
Minorca and Majorca. I mention this, because there will be much to do 
with the million allowed for Spanish services. 

I was never so much disappointed as by the Standard, I did not expect 
4 or 5 millions, biit I expected more than she has brought. I have no 
idea what we shall do for want of money. If I had a little now, I should 
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certainly keep the campaign on its legs. Bxit how are we to pay this 
Spanish million in addition to our other charges ? 

You will have heard of the American embargo for 90 days, from the ^th 
April; that is to say, to see whether their com will he absolutely neces- 
sary for our subsistence next year. If it should not he so, they will take 
off the embargo. But I see that the new ministry have lowered their tone 
about the Orders in Council. Indeed, they have laid themselves on this 
subject at the mercy of France and America. 

Since I wrote to you last, the officers of the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo 
have been in a state of mutiny, the details of which will have been com- 
municated to the government by Gen. Alava. Don Carlos de Espana went 
there and settled the matter ; not, in my opinion, exactly as it should have 
been settled ; and it is impossible to have any confidence in the troops in 
that garrison. As soon as I shall know whether you will give any, and 
what sum of money for the support of that garrison, I shall write to Cas-» 
tanos to have them relieved by troops from Galicia. 

P. S. Would it he possible to come to any arrangement with the Bar- 
baresque powers to supply Cadiz, Lisbon, &c., with corn? It would be 
capital to turn the tables upon these cunning Americans, and not to allow 
them to have any intercourse with those ports. I have sent to Brazil and 
to the Mediterranean for com, and to the British settlements in North 
America ; to the Western Islands, &c. Mexico ought to be able to supply 
some. 

I enclose the last dispatch. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Cruinaldo, 10th May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 1th. It would, I believe, save you, 
and certainly me, a good deal of trouble, if you would he so kind as to 
send me the requisitions for supplies by the Portuguese government on 
our Commissariat. It is impossible for me to allow Mr. Pipon or any body 
else to grant them without my consent, and it would save a great deal of 
useless correspondence if they were to come in the regular form to me. 
This becomes the more necessary, as there is a prospect that the supply of 
com, &c., will not he so plentiful as it has been lately. 

Reckoning for that part of the Portuguese army supplied by our Com- 
missariat, we have in magazine for our army for 200 days; the demands 
of the Portuguese government upon us, supposing them to continue at the 
same rate at which they have been for the last 4 months, will reduce our 
stock to one for 4 months. I have desired that it may be increased and 
kept up to one for 6 months for both armies, so that you will see there is 
no difficulty in supplying the demands. But I cannot allow them to be 
supplied without my consent. 

I had already ordered that all the demands for depositos, &c., made from 
January to the end of April, might he complied with. I have now desired 
that the demand for May might he complied with, excepting rice. We 
have none of that article in our stores, excepting 4443 qumtals, ordered 
to he issued to the Portuguese government, being their demand for April, 
not taken away. 

If would be very desirable if the demands for supplies were made in the 
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last 10 days of eacli montli for tlie ensuing montb, specifying where it 
would be most convenient for the Portuguese government to receive the 
amount ; that is to say, at Lisbon, at Figueira, or at Oporto. I don’t mean 
to say that we can always supply the demand at the place they wish to 
have it; but it would frequently be more convenient to us to supply the 
demand at Oporto instead of at Lisbon. 

You are the best judge respecting the amount of these demands, and the 
expediency of continuing to supply them at the rate they are made. I 
hope to-morrow to he able to send to DomM. Forjaz a statement of their 
amount and cost, from 1st Jan. to 30th April, from which I am afraid it 
will appear that the Portuguese government have received from the Com- 
missariat more than the subsidy, in the 4 months which have elapsed since 
the 1st Jan., to the amount of £250,000! You will judge whether you 
will go on at that rate. All that I contend for is that the tone of complaint 
of insufficient supplies from us ought to be laid aside, and that I, at least, 
ought not to be the target on these occasions. 

In regard to the hills demanded for £100,000 sterling, you must he the 
best judge how far it is expedient to grant them in the existing state of 
our credit and of our finances. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Fuente Guinaldo, lOtli May, 1S12. 

De Lancey has communicated to me your letter to him of the 8th inst., 
and the enclosure from Gen. Le Marchant in regard to the portable forges. 
If Gen. Le Marchant states that there are no horses in his brigade decidedly 
unfit for the ranks, hut still capable of some service, I beg you will autho- 
rise him to have purchased, and kept upon the strength of troops, as pointed 
out in my letter of the 2d, 4 mules for each portable forge, at the price 
stated in that letter. 

It is really necessary, however, that we should all avoid incurring an 
expense for the public, when it is not absolutely necessary, and I hope that 
Major Gen. Le Marchant thoroughly understands the principle on which 
I have consented to the purchase of mules for this service. The horses 
which Major Gen, Le Marchant states to be unfit for service should he 
sent to grass. 

In regard to your proposal to have a different saddle, I beg that you will 
give your own orders to have any saddle made that you may think proper, 
and it shall he supplied, if you will only state the kind of saddle that it is 
to be. 

I shall he sorry if this establishment should not answer, and I have no 
doubt it will answer, if pains he taken to have the men taught how to 
saddle the horse with a b^t or pack-saddle. If it should not, we must 
only return to the old forge-carts. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Fuente Guinaldo, 11th May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 8th, and I am happy to see that the 
troops have their pay to so late a period. They are paid as far as 

■^we■''are,^'^ 

I hope to he able to send Dorn M. Forjaz my letter of this day. It is 
in ‘English, and therefore I don’t send you a copy of it. 
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To Lieut, Gen. Sip T. Graham, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, 11th May, lSl2j 9 a.m. 

I have received your letter of the — , and I am concerned to leam that 
there is a fever at Portalegre. I had not heard of this circumstance before. 

Hill takes with him only the 13th light dragoons, and the Portuguese 
dragoons, Col. Ashworth’s, Gen. Howard’s, and 2 battalions of Col, Wilson’s 
brigades of iirfantry. 

Order any of Sir Stapleton’s division of cavalry that you please to move 
up, in case you hear of any serious movement of the enemy in Estre- 
madura. 

The 4th dragoon gxiards, belonging to Gen. Slade’s brigade, and Sir W. 
Erskine’s division of cavalry, are still at Ponte de Sor, not having their 
number of mules ; their mules having been taken from them when they 
were at Tondella, to attach them to the German dragoons. I expect that 
the 4th dragoon guards will he completed immediately, when they shall 
join their brigade at all events; hut you will consider Sir Stapleton’s divi- 
sion likewise at your disposal. 

I am very much afraid that Hill will he late. 

The *— th were very had when I sent them away from the army, hut I 
was in hopes they had improved at Lisbon. I am to send away 2 battalions 
in exchange for the 2d batt. 4th regt, and I think the — th shall be one 
of them, although we have 2 or 3 others that are very bad. 

There is nothing new here. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Puente Guinaldo, 12th May, 1812. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will take measures to sug* 
gest to the Colonels of regiments serving in this country to have the 
clothing for their regiments at Lisbon before the 1st Oct next. Some of 
the regiments have put on since Christmas last, and have now in wear, the 
clothing due to the men at Christmas, 1810; and the Colonels of those 
regiments can experience no difficulty in having their clothing out at the 
time above specified. Others of them have in wear the clothing due at 
Christmas, 1811 ; and although it may be more difficult for the Colonels 
of these regiments than it is for the others to have their clothing, due at 
Christmas, 1812, in Portugal by the 1st Oct. 1812, I conceive it is not 
impossible ; and it is really necessary, with a view to the arrangements to 
he adopted, to have the clothing brought up to the army in time. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Puente Guinaldo, 12ih May, 1812. 

We have received here the accounts of the American embargo for 3 
months from the Ith April; and, adverting to the quantity of provisions 
imported into the Kingdom of Portugal, principally, I believe, from the 
American States, in the last 12 months, of which I enclose a return, you 
will readily believe that these accounts have occasioned a good deal of 
anxiety. Not only Portugal, but the neighbouring provinces of Spain 
have subsisted upon these importations. I feel no anxiety respecting the 
subsistence of the army in consequence of this measure; and I had already 
adopted some measures with a view to supply the deficiencies which might 
he generally 'felt in the markets if the embargo were to continue, which I 
think might be still further improved. 
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When your l-iordsMp informed me, in yonr letter of the 21st Nov., that 
we Gonld not expect any supplies of grain from England, I desired that 
the magazines of the army might be augmented from a stock for 3 months’ 
consumption to one for 6 months’ consumption. We had accordingly in 
the magazines, when we received the accounts of the embargo, more than 
sufficient to last our army 200 days, including that part of the Portuguese 
army serving in the British divisions. 

The Portuguese demands upon us for grain instead of money as subsidy 
will reduce that stock in some degree ; but I have directed additional pur- 
chases, in order to keep up our magazines to that quantity till the state of 
the next harvest in England shall be known, when, if it should be plenti- 
ful, I shall reduce them again to a supply for 3 months. 

Expecting that something of the kind that has lately taken place in 
America would occur, I requested Mr, Stuart in the winter to take mea 
sures to get corn from Brazil, from the North American States, and 
from the coast of Barbary ; and I have since adopted measures to get some 
from the British Colonies in North America, where I believe much can 
he got. 

I believe that our expectations of a supply from Brazil will not be dis- 
appointed ; and indeed I believe that a very large supply could be drawn 
from thence if ships were sent there. I am afraid that our demands in 
North America were too late. 

It is not impossible that this measure of hostility (under the disguise of 
peace) of the worst description has been adopted by the American 
government at an earlier period than was intended, in consequence of 
their receiving intelligence of the measures taken by us to purchase sup- 
plies there. 

Our measures to procure supplies on the coast of Barbary have failed, 
principally, as I am informed, from the deficiencies of the persons em- 
ployed by the British government to conduct their affairs on that coast. 
The affairs of that coast become every day more interesting. It is very 
desirable that the allies should, and that the enemy should not, enjoy the 
benefit of their resources ; and I believe that both objects could be ac- 
complished if persons of character and talents were employed to conduct 
the affairs of the British government there, instead of those who are there 
at present. 

The persons who should he sent from England on these services, if any 
should he sent, might call at Lisbon and at Cadiz, in order to converse 
with the King’s ministers, and the persons employed at those places to 
superintend the supply of the markets, and of the magazines of the army. 

' The measures which I have adopted to get corn from the British 
Colonies in North America have been confined to the Commissary Gen. 
directing the Commissary Gen. there to make purchases for him, and to 
send them to Portugal; and Mr. Stuart has desired Mr. Foster to employ 
some money which he had sent him to make purchases in the American 
States, in making purchases in the British Colonies. But if the embargo 
should be renewed, these measures will not be sufficient to supply the 
demands of this country and Cadiz, notwithstanding the prospects of 
the plentiful harvest. 
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Your LordsMp knows “best wketker the British Colonies in North 
America can supply any large quantity of corn ; if they can, I would heg 
leave to suggest that some measures should he adopted hy government, 
probably through the Board of Trade, to secure the importation of a large 
quantity into the Peninsula before the winter. 

You will see in the enclosed paper the prices which the different kinds 
of grain have brought in the Lisbon market. Flour has latterly been 
from 15 to n dollars the barrel of 196 lbs. The price has increased 
very much since the accounts of the embargo have been received, but I 
think it will fall again as the harvest approaches, which promises to he 
remarkably plentiful. We have already had an offer from America to 
supply us with 60,000 barrels of flour, at an advance of 50 per cent 
beyond the price before the accounts of the embargo were received, to 
which I have declined to agree, as there is no want at present, and we 
could not get this supply before the harvest even in England; and if the 
want should he so great as that the price will rise to the amount demanded 
by about 23 dollars a barrel, the embargo will prevent the Americans 
from bringing their corn to the Lisbon market. If the price should not 
rise to that sum it will be because there will be plenty of corn, and if that 
should be the case there is no reason why we should engage to pay this 
exorbitant price. 

However, the subject requires early attention to counteract the mis- 
chief which the American government certainly intended by laying on 
the embargo at the time they did; and I am certain that by attention 
there will be plenty in Portugal, notwithstanding the failure of the supply 
from America. 

Your Lordship will have heard that the Standardhas brought no money 
on account of the Spanish government, and only 380,000 dollars on account 
of the British government. This failure has disappointed me much, aud 
I am quite at a loss to know what to do. 

The eventual success of the campaign depends upon my being able to 
move forward into Spain before the harvest, but I can’t venture upon that 
measure without having a sum of money in hand. Under these circum- 
stances, the want of the 500,000 dollars which we might have got from 
Gibraltar but for the orders of the Treasury, may be most unfortunate. 
It would be very desirable on every account that the Treasury should 
appoint a person here in whom they would feel confidence, to conduct the 
financial concerns of this army. It would relieve the Commissary Gen. 
and me from much business and anxiety, on a subject with which I at 
least ought to have nothing to do, and the business would be done to the 
satisfaction of the Treasury. 

We are now 3 months in arrears of pay to the troops ; we owe the mule- 
teers an immense sum ; and what is worse than all, there are hills out- 
standing for meat to the amount of 800,000 dollars. 

1 enclose the weekly and daily states. 

The A.G. to Lieut Cd. Fletcher, R.E, 12th May, 1813. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to transmit you a copy of a letter 
received from the senior Medical officer at Elvas. His Excellency would feel great 


m 


SPAIN* 


repugnance in being obliged to take notice of Gap t. — — j-’s conduct; but at tbe 
same time he cannot avoid observing that these acts of violence are so extremely 
subversive of aU good order, that I am to request you will fully explain to Capt, 

the impropriety^ If Capt. ’s health should be of the nature 

described hy the senior Medical officer, it would be advisable that steps should be 
taken to prevent him repeating these excesses. 

To Capt. P. Malcolm, P.N. Puente Guinaldo, 13th May, 1812. 

I received your letter of the 22d March, and I am very much obliged 
to you for the wine which you sent me by the which I conclude 

is the same for which Capt. Digby of the Thehan ordered Mr. Dohree of 
Guernsey to draw upon me. I ordered Messrs. Coutts to pay the hill. 
There are two cases, of 12 dozen, althoughi you mention in your letter 3 
cases. 

I was very happy to hear of your appointment to be Captain of the 
fleet, which I conclude to be agreeable to you, although you will not have 
quite so much to do at an early period as some of your predecessors. Pray 
present my best respects to Lord Keith. 

I can give you no news from hence. I hoped to be able to make a 
great campaign of this, and I have not yet lost all hopes, although I have 
met with some disappointments. 

When do you expect your brother John ? 

P. S. About Pasley : I could recommend him, and would recommend 
him if be were under my command; but I can recommend nobody except- 
ing by permission,' and tbe permission would not be granted for an officer 
not serving here. I have a very high opinion of him, and I wish we had 
him ; although we have made such an expenditure of engineers, that I 
can hardly wish for any body, lest the same fate should befall him as has 
befallen so many 1 ! 


To Lieut Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 13th May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose the only paper of intelligence which I have received since I 
wrote to you last, from which it would appear that Marmont’s troops have 
not yet moved into Estremadura. If this is the case, Hill will yet be in 
time. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir K, Fletcher, Bart.,’*' R.E. Fuente Guinaldo, 13th May, 1812. 

I am very anxious to send some engineer officers and some of your 
artificers to Gibraltar, in order to be prepared for a service likely to be 
carried on on the Eastern coast; and I should be glad to know from you 
how many engineer officers and artificers you could now spare for that 
purpose. All those that you can spare should march to Lisbon as soon 
as may be convenient : and I beg that it may not be known on what 
service they are going. If you cannot spare their services immediately, 
it does not much signify, as I shall find means of sending them in fast 
sailing vessels. 

I beg to draw your attention to the enclosed reports from Lieut. 

who is employed on the Douro; and to the reports from Capt. Ross, made 


_ * Lieut. Col. Sir R. Fletcher had been made a Baronet, in coTisequence 
wc commanding engineer at the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz. 
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last year, wMcli I likewise enclose. It appears to me, tkat tke great 

obstacle wMcb Lieut. finds to the completion of the navigation of 

the Bouro, is that which Capt. Boss reported to have been overcome by 

the Portuguese government at great expense. I loubt Lieut. being 

very capable of understanding the subject on which he writes : and it is 
really very desirable that we should take some decided steps in order to 
know whether we can, or not, render the Douro navigable to Barca 
d’Alva. Beturn the enclosed papers. 

lam anxious to hear from you what you propose to do to defend the 
sluices of the Eivillas; what you have discovered respecting the means of 
throwing water into the ditch of the place, and retaining it there ; and 
respecting the mines ; and at what period you expect to have finished 
your work. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Gumaldo, 13th May, 1813. 

The only movements which the enemy have made since I addressed 
your Lordship last, have been apparently with a view to connect the army 
of the South with the ‘ ArmSe de PcyrtugaV Gen. Drouet has moved Ms 
head quarters from Fuente Ovejuna to Hinojosa de Cordova, apparently 
with a view to communicate with the detachments of the 1st division of 
de which from Tala vera de la Reyna are in the 

country between the Tagus and the Gu’adiana. 

It has been for some time reported that King Joseph had been ap- 
pointed Generalissimo of the French armies in Spain, with the exception, 
I believe, of the army of Aragon and Catalonia. I have not seen any 
official notification of this appointment, hut I give credit to the report ; 
and I attribute the partial movements which have lately been made of the 
army of the South to their right, and of the ^Armee de PortugaV to their 
left, to the desire of the King to establish a more perfect communication 
between these armies than had hitherto existed. It is very obvious, how- 
ever, from the general distress suffered by all the enemy’s troops for want 
of provisions, that they cannot undertake any operation till the harvest 
shall he ripe. 

I have directed Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill to endeavor to destroy the 
enemy’s establishments at Almaraz, constructed with a view to give them 
that passage over the Tagus, which object I hope he will be able to effect. 
He was to break up from his cantonments at Almendralejo with part of 
the 2d division of infantry, and the 1 3th light dragoons, in order to march 
upon this expedition on the lltH inst. 

I have requested Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham to go to Portalegre, and 
have ordered the 6th division of infantry to Arronches, in order to be in 
readiness to march into Estremadura, in case the enemy should move 
upon hearing of Sir R. Hill’s march. 

The measures for filling the magazines of Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida 
are still in progress ; and till those objects are accomplished, the allied 
army will continue cantoned, as I before reported to your Lordship. 

Great progress has been made by our engineers in the repairs of the 
damages done to Badajoz. But I am sorry to have to mention to your 
Lordship that the Spanish engineers have continued to neglect Ciudad 
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Rodrigo, where bnt little work has been done since I left the place on the 
5th March to go into Estremadnra. I have frequently remonstrated upon 
this neglect since my return to this part of the country, and I have men- 
tioned it to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz. I approve highly of the 
condiict of the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, Gen. Vives; but I am con- 
cerned to add, that the officers and ^rrison under his command are but 
little to be depended upon. 

The guerrillas are very active in all parts of the country ; some em- 
ployed in forming and disciplining their troops, and others in enterprises 
against the enemy, in many of which they have lately been very successful. 

There has been no movement in the north. 

Gen. Ballesteros surprised at Alora, and defeated, a column under 
Gen. Rey, on the Mth April ; and it is reported that the division of Gen. 
Copons, one of those composing the corps under the command of Gen. 
Ballesteros, had on the Hth entered Malaga. But this report has not 
been confirmed. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, ISth May, 1813. 

Major Gen. Cooke having informed me that he had represented to your 
Lordship that the corps of Royal Military Artificers at Cadiz was much 
reduced by a detachment which had been sent to Portugal, I beg to ac- 
quaint you, that I gave orders some time ago that these men should return 
forthwith, and I imagine that they must have arrived before this period 
at Cadiz. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 13th May, 181*2. 

I have the honor to transmit lists of officers entitled to medals for the 
action at El Bodon,^ and the assault and capture of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
under the regulations contained in your Lordship’s letter of the 3d Sept. 
1811. 

A,G. to A*A.Gs, of divisions, 13th May, 1813. 

The men in the enclosed return being invalided for England, it is the Com- 
mander of the Forces’ direction that immediate steps may be taken to settle their 
accounts, prior to their embarkation, at the station where they now are ; and the 
Paymasters of the respective corps must be apprised of the same accordingly. 

To Lieut, Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, 14th May, 1813, 11 p.m. 

I enclose letters from my brother and Gen. Cooke, and some just re- 
ceived from Salamanca. 

We have the accounts of Copons’ entering Malaga from other quarters 
besides in the enclosed papers, and the dates agree. 

I am glad to find that the fever at Portalegre is not so had as was re- 
ported. That place is very subject to infectious fevers, if great care is 
not taken to keep the town clean; but not at this season of the year. It 
is situated at the south side of the hills, and does not enjoy the advantage 
of the northerly breezes, and is intolerably hot in the months of July, 
August, and September, at which season the town is very unhealthy, if 
great attention is not paid to cleanliness; but in general it is the most 
healthy town in the province of Alentejo. 

Medals were not granted for El Bodon, 
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To Major Gen. Cooke. Guinaldo, I4th May, 1812. 

I have received your letters of the 3d, and I regret that I had mot 
received that from Major Geo. Ross of the 20th April, marked * con- 
fidential,’ before I wrote you my last letter of the 10th inst., as I should 
have had before me a clearer view of Major Gen. Ross’s intentions, and 
of those of Gen. O’DonelL However, there is no reason why that letter 
should not be sent to Major Gen. Ross, with the explanation that I had 
not seen his of the 20th when I wrote it. 

I shall not fail to mention Capt. Adam to Sir E. Pellew as Gen. Ross 
desires. , . ■ ■ ■ , ■ ' 

I beg that serjeant J. Johnson may he appointed an Assistant at Car- 
thagena to the Deputy Provost at Cadiz. His pay will be ensign’s pay 
and allowances, under the G. 0. of this army of the 3d May, 1809. 

To tlie Et. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 14th May, 1812, 

I have received your letters of the 6th, and I shall recommend Mr. 
Dobson for an ensigncy. 

I don’t know what sums of money have been sent into Estremadura ; 
but I have been well acquainted with the state of affairs in Castille since 
August last, and I can assure you most positively, that the officers and 
troops here have not received one shilling for any purpose whatever. 
The troops in Ciudad Rodrigo have subsisted solely upon what I have 
given them I and Don Carlos de Espana’s division, some of them upon 
our magazines, and others by plundering the country. 

If you wish to know what becomes of the money which you give to the 

government, and the government send to Gen. , I refer you to Sir 

H. Douglas’s reports of the finance of Galicia, in which you will see a 
sample of the manner in which civil and military pensioners, and large 
civil and military staff, can eat up the revenues of a kingdom, and leave 
nothing for the men who must fight for its defence. To which informa- 
tion I shall add what I know to he fact, viz., that when — , or any other 
General officer, receives a sum of money, he does not, as we do, pay the 
soldiers first, and the staff last; but he first takes the arrears of his own 
appointments, and of those of his staff officers ; he then pays the officers 
a part of their pay, and the men nothing. There are 1500 officers and 

— soldiers at ’s head quarters at , each of whom has 

received more pay than those officers now doing duty with their regiments 
in Ciudad Rodrigo. These are the abuses which have sunk Spain ; and 
there is no Spanish government equal to the task of getting the better of 
them; and I will add, that if the English subsidy, instead of being one 
million sterling, was ten millions sterling, and was to pass through the 
hands of the Spanish government, it would be spent in the same manner, 
and would produce no benefit whatever ; excepting it can be called a 

benefit to maintain -such men as Gen. * (of whom, by the bye, I have 

not a bad opinion), Gen. , and Gen. — and their numerous staff 

with enormous salaries. 

I admit, that it is not very easy for the King’s Ambassador to give the 
Kang’s aid in any other manner than through the Spanish government ; 
though he does give clothing, arms, and equipments, by a direct comma- 
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nicatioB with the Chiefs ; hut the difficulty he would experience in giving 
the pecuniary aid direct to those who are to enjoy the benefit of it, is the 
principal reason why I think that the whole ought to be at the disposal of 
the Commander in Chief. 

I accept of that part of the aid of which you have allowed me the dis- 
posal, viz., £200,000 sterling in this year; and I hope that you will 
continue to send me the money in addition to the usual supplies from 
Cadiz, otherwise this aid will be an intolerable burthen to us, and will 
probably be as fatal as the feather was to the cameFs back. As it is left 
to my disposal, I acknowledge that I shall not lay it out in forming a 
depdt of recruits. A dep6t of recruits is very necessary for an army 
actively employed in the field; and the mechanical discipline of soldiers 
is essential to the formation of an army. But, in my opinion, those take 
an erroneous view of what an army is, who suppose that well drilled 
recruits are all that is required for it. Subordination and habits of 
obedience are more necessary than mechanical discipline acquired at the 
drill; and these can be acquired by soldiers to any useful purpose only 
in proportion as they have confidence in their officers ; and they cannot 
have confidence in officers who have no knowledge of their profession, 
even of that lowest part of it acquired at the drill, who have no sub- 
ordination among themselves, and never obey an order. The plans for 
improving such an army should have for their first object the officers, and 
principally those belonging to the regiments ; and it may be depended 
upon, that there would be no want of drill, or of that military expertness 
acquired at the drill, if habits of subordination and obedience, and some 
information, were given to the officers. 

I will go one step farther, and express my doubts whether, to launch a 
number of well drilled recruits into regiments such as I have seen in the 
Spanish service, can ever answer any practical good purpose. The object 
of all drill must be to practise and form individuals to perform that which 
it is thought expedient they should perform when part of a body before 
an enemy, under the command of their officers: and it is supposed that 
all of the body are equally, or nearly equally expert; and that, at all 
events, the officer cannot only order what is to be performed, but know 
whether the body under his command performs it well or ill. Is this the 
case in one of a hundred instances in which recruits well drilled might be 
sent from a depdt to a Spanish company or regiment? Certainly not. 
The consequence is, that the well drilled recruit in the day of action is no 
better than the rabble with whom he is mixed up; and he either very 
soon forgets all that he has learnt for want of practice, or despises it as 
useless, as he finds that the boasters among whom he comes have none of 
the acquirements which he has gained with so much trouble; or he 
despises the ignorance both of his officers and comrades, and has no con- 
fidence in either, or in himself. The money, then, which I should lay out 
in a depot of recruits, I should, under present circumstances, consider as 
thrown away. 

I propose to do first, is to call for an account of the monthly pay 
of the several ranks of officers and soldiers composing the garrison of 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; and I shall desire to have from Don Carlos de Bspnfia 
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an account of the sums of money which he receives in contributions from 
the country (as there is some received in this manner) applicable to the 
purpose of paying the garrison, I shall then offer to pay what is deficient, 
provided the sum collected in contributions, and the sum which I shall 
give, shall he appropriated solely to the purpose of paying those who per- 
form duty, each, whether officer or soldier, his fair proportion; and pro- 
vided that, at the end of 2 months, the system of discipline, subordination, 
and obedience, ordered by the Spanish regulations, is completely esta- 
blished in each of the battalions composing the garrison. 

If there should he any residue, after completely providing for the gar- 
rison of Ciudad Rodrigo, in which we are most interested, I shall assist 
Don Carlos de Espaha’s division on the same system ; unless I should 
find the garrison of Badajoz is thrown upon me, in which case I must 
adopt the same system for paying the troops in that garrison, I entirely 
concur with you in the propriety of assisting Roche and Whittingham’s 
divisions with part of the British subsidy. But I earnestly recommend to 
you to call for estimates and accounts of the expenditure ; to make those 
officers responsible for the distribution which you shall order, and to see 
whether you could not get something out of the contributions of Majorca 
and Minorca, for the support at least of the latter, 

Lshall send you regularly all that passes in regard to the distribution 
of the £200,000. 

The to Capf. Stewart, Casiello Branco, 14th May, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 12th inst., I have to request that you will furnish, 
as usual, routes to parties of convalescents that may arrive from other hospitals, 
as you are not only considered as Commandant of the hospital station, but likewise 
of the place. It will not be necessary to report to this office, except in cases 
where you are at a loss for a route ; and you will, as xisual, prolong the routes for 
any detachments that may arrive at Gastello Branco. The object of the Com- 
mander of the Forces is to keep down as much as possible the list of convalescents 
reported fit to join, by marching them, whenever they amount to 40 or upwards, 
to their corps : it will be impossible strictly to comply with the orders for want of 
officers, hut his Excellency wishes it to be done whenever practicable. There are 
some officers of the 52d regt. at Gastello Branco ; and as this regiment has very 
few officers, it will be most desirable to have some others substituted in their room 
from corps that are sti’onger in officers. 

G. O. Fuente Gainaldo, 16th May, 1312. 

1. The Commander of tbe Forces has great satisfaction in communicating to the army 
the following extract of a letter from the Earl of Liverpool, one of His Majesty’s principal 
Secretaries of State, dated ^ Downing Street, 28th April, 1812 f 

‘ His Royal Highness has commanded me to express to your Lordship the sense he enter- 
tains of the great service reridei*ed to this country, and to her allies, by the reduction of 
Badajoz. 

‘ The Prince Regent has perused with the most sincere regret the long list of brave men 
who have sufi'ered in this memorable siege, and particularly in the assault of Badajoz, on 
the night of the 6th inst. Never, perhaps, was immoveable intrepidity more imperiously re- 
quired, and never was it more conspicuously and more gloriously exhibited. The great pro- 
portion of officers of high rank who have bled in this tremendous conflict, affords an afiecting 
proof of the zeal with which they pointed out the path of victory to their willing followers. 

‘ The Prince Regent desires that your Lordship will receive his Royal tlmnks for your 
conduct throughout these important and arduous operations, and likewise that you would 
convey his thanks, in the most public maimer, to the General officers, the officers of en- 
gineers and artillery, and to all the officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers (both 
British and Portuguese) employed under your command, in the siege of Badajoz, for their 
distinguished services on this occasion, in which their superiority has been so unequivocally 
and nobly mamfested, ’ 


m 


SPAIN. 



To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Bougla^ Bait, Fuente Guinaldo, nth May, 1813, V 

I baye bad the honor of receiving your letter of the 1 1th inst 

Although I have received the instructions of the Sec. of State to secure 
the island of Aroza, I don’t think it proper to authorise the expenditure 
of so large a sum as more than £10,000 on that service, more particularly 
as there does not exist any reason to press the measure at present. 1 
therefore wish you would take the orders of the Sec. of State on the 
subject. 

There is no officer of engineers with this army whose services can he 
spared to go into Galicia to superintend the performance of these works. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K,B. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th May, 1813. 

I enclose the only intelligence I have received since I wrote to you last, 
excepting letters from Col. Austin, mentioning that about 2500 men had 
gone from Seville towards Ayamonte, and that Soult had gone towards 
the Puertos, I conclude that the movement towards Ayamonte was 
occasioned by the landing at that place of the regiments destined for 
the garrison of Badajoz. 

P. S. I enclose a small parcel, sent to me by Col. Carroll, directed 
to you, containing, I believe, a medallion of the Marques de la Romana. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th May, 1813. 

I enclose a memorial from a gentleman, by the name of , of this 

province, who was one of the members of the Junta before Ciudad 
Rodrigo fell into the hands of the French. He remained there after- 
wards by my desire, in a situation in which his life was at stake at every 
moment. He did not quit his post till I permitted him last autumn ; and 
in the mean time he rendered services of the utmost importance to the 
cause. He is a person of very good talents, and is, I believe, the most fit 
to he at the head of the Hacienda in this province. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th May, 1812. 

Adverting to your letter of the 27th April, in regard to the Spanish 
troops eventually destined to join Lieut Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, I 
have to inform your Excellency that I had arranged with Adm. 
Berkeley to send transports (for the conveyance of 3000 men) to 
Alicante, and for the conveyance of 3000 men to Majorca; and 
I requested that Lord W, Bentinck would send to those places re- 
spectively, and to Gibraltar, to collect the troops from the two former, 
and the stores from the latter, which should have been prepared to join 
him. It is desirable that the Spanish government should determine as 
soon as possible whether they will or will not allow any, and what number 
of the troops from Alicante to proceed on this service, and what number 
they will allow to proceed from Majorca. 

In all cases of maritime expeditions, the effort is necessarily limited 
by the means of maritime transport ; and I have to inform you that I 
don’t believe Adm. Berkeley will have it in his power to send more trans- 
ports than those above referred to, which, for a short voyage, might be 
sufficient for the conveyance of 8000 men; and I had arranged that these 
transports should go in equal proportions to Alicante and Majorca. 




SPAIN, 


63S 


In tMs case, howeYer, there are other points for consideration ; 

1st ; How many men is it expedient to leave in Majorca for the defence 
of the island, of the '1000 of which it is supposed Gen. Whittingham’s 
division will consist ? 

2 dl 7 ; Gen. Whittingham^s division of *1000 men will have been new! v 
raised, excepting 3000 men. How many of the '1000 men would it be 
expedient to leave behind, as being recruits and unfit for service ? 

3dly ; These points being taken into consideration, for how many men 
are transports to be sent to Majorca ? 

4thly ; Supposing that the Regency should think proper to order a part 
of Gen. Roche’s division from Alicante on the proposed expedition, how 
many men belonging to the division at Alicante is it expedient to leave 
for the defence of that post? 

Sthly ; For how many men shall transports be sent to Alicante ? 

It would be desirable to have answers upon all these points ; but as that 
is impossible before the period at which I hope that the transports will 
have left the Tagus, I propose to request Adm. Berkeley that the officer 
in command should have orders to send into Cadiz to receive directions 
regarding the distribution of their numbers at the two places, Alicante 
and Majorca. I request you to he prepared, therefore, to give the direc- 
tions to the officer in charge of the convoy when he shall send for them. 

It will he desirable that you should apprise Adm. Sir E. Pellew of what 
will be decided by the Spanish government, for the information of Lieut. 
Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, particularly whether or not it will be necessary 
for his Lordship to send to Alicante for the troops. , . , , . , . 

To Adm. Sir E. Pellew, Bart. Fuente Guinaldo, 17th May, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the Hth April. 

Your Excellency will have received before this time, that which I had 
the honor of addressing you on the 16th April, in which I enclosed the 
copy of one of the same date, to Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, with its 
enclosures. 

The enemy retired and raised the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Almeida, in proportion as I advanced, and we have since been employed 
in throwing provisions into those places, and in moving forward our 
magazines. 

Your Excellency will have seen in my letter to Lieut. Gen. Lord W. 
Bentinck, of the 16th April, the measures which I proposed to adopt, and 
which the Spanish government should adopt to aid in his operations. I 
have sent to Gibraltar the ordnance and stores, and ordnance carriages 
referred to in that communication, and I have requested the Governor of 
Gibraltar to have the equipment completed with guns, and with stores for 
1000 rounds for each gum 

I likewise propose to send to Gibraltar 400 British and Portuguese 
artillerymen, and a few Engineer officers and military artificers. 

By a letter from Sir H. Wellesley of the 27th April, I learn that the 
Spanish government had not decided whether they would send to co- 
operate with Lieut Gen. Lord W. Bentinck any of the troops stationed at 
Alicante, or how many of those at Majorca. But I have written to Sir H . 
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Wellesley this day a letter (of which I enclose a copy), in which I have 
suggested to him to bring these points to a decision, and I have requested 
him to inform your Excellency what should he settled upon them. 

It is desirable that your Excellency should apprise Lord W. Bentinck of 
the state of the preparations, and that he should know from you, whether 
or not it will be necessary that he should send to Alicante to collect the 
troops frona thence. 

Tiut to Lieut, CoL B&rheley^ A,A»G. ^tk diviiion, 17tli May, 1812, 

I have the honor to inform you, in reply to your letter of the 1 1th inst., that the 
Commander of the Forces cannot accede to Major — of the — foot proceeding 
to England, and I beg leave to state his Excellency's reasons in his own words : 

^ It does not appear to me to be clear that there is a necessity for Major 

going to England; and I must say, that I can’t conceive that his having been 
present with the regiment since Nov. 1810, or about a year and a half, gives him 

any claim to go now. If Major were to go to England, he must and would 

employ legal persons to do bis business, and he might appoint them here. I am 
always concerned to refuse leave of absence to officers, and I wish they would 
refrain from making these applications. It is my duty, and I am determined to 
resist the inclination which too many feel to quit their duty in this country for 
some idle pursuit in England ; and I will give leave to no officer who does not 
make it clear to me that the settlement of the business which renders him desirous 
of returning to England is paramount to every other consideration in life.’ 

To the General Officers commanding divisions. Fuente Guinaldo, 18th May, 1812. 

The Spanish government having been pleased to allow a limited number 
of the natives of Spain to serve His Majesty in the British regiments com- 
posing this army, I have to request that you will authorise the regiments 
named in the margin to enlist and bear on their strength 100 Spanish 
volunteers, on the following conditions : 

I 1st; The men must not be under 5 feet 6 inches high, strongly made, 

^ and not under 19 years of age, nor older than 27. 

2dly ; They are to he attested according to the following form by the 
commanding officer of the regiment to serve during the present war ; but 
in case the regiment into which they shall enlist should he ordered from 
the Peninsula, the Spanish volunteers are to be discharged, and each of 
them is to receive one month’s full pay to carry him to his home. 

Form of the Attestation, 

I, A. B., do make oath that I will serve His Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, in the — ■ battalion of the — regiment of foot, during the existing war in the Penin- 
sula, if His Majesty should so long require my services, and provided that the — battalion 
of the; — regiment of foot shall continue in the Peninsula during that period, 

3dly ; They are to be allowed to attend Divine service according to the 
tenets of the Roman Catholic religion, in the same manner as Britisli sol- 
diers, His Majesty’s subjects, are. 

4thly ; They are to he fed, and clothed, and paid in the same manner as 
the other soldiers ; and they are to be posted to companies indiscriminately, 
as any other recruits would be. 

They are to receive pay from the date of their attestation, but 
no bounty. The captain of the company to which any of these volunteers 
shall be posted, will be allowed 8 dollars for each to supply him with 
necessaries, from which must be purchased a knapsack, 2 pairs of shoes, 
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and 2 sMrts. commanding the company must be accountable 

to the volimteer for the residue of the sum after purchasing these articles 
in the same manner as for bis pay. The shoes may be received at the 
usual rate from the Commissariat. 

In communicating this arrangement to the several regiments, I request 
you to point out to the Commanding officers of regiments how desirable 
it is that these volunteers should be treated with the utmost kindness and 
indulgence, and brought by degrees to the system of discipline of the 
army. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fuente Guimldo, Ifttli May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 15th inst., and I beg you to observe that 
the certificates sent of the transport of stores to Badajoz and Elvas refer 
to stores which left the sea coast between the 23d April and the 3d May. 
This is in answer to my complaints, which referred to the stores required 
for the siege of Badajoz, which ought to have commenced the 6th March, 
and ended the 6th April. 

Whatever measures government may order in respect to means of trans- 
port, shall be obeyed by me and the authorities of the British army ; but 
if those measures are inefficient in themselves, are adopted by an unwil- 
ling government, and are carried into execution by the subordinate officers 
of the government in a manner conformable to the spirit in which their 
superiors adopted them, it must be expected that the measures, even if 
perfect in theory, will fail in practice ; and it may be depended upon, that 
if they do fail, I shall complain to my government, be the cause of failure 
what it may. I don’t know whether the government have taken the pains of 
ascertaining the truth of any one of the returns of means of transport which 
they have received, but it appears to me that there is fraud on the face 
of those returns. 

Whatever may have happened in the northern provinces of the Kingdom, 
at least the southern have never been invaded, and the resources of the 
southern provinces have seldom been called for, and that only for short 
periods; yet it appears, by looking at the returns of 1810 and 1812, that 
the district of Evora alone contained in 1810 more bullocks, and nearly as 
many carts, as are now in the two provinces of Alentejo and Algarve. 

If the deficiency of means of transport in the country should be the 
cause of important failures, the British government will have to judge 
and decide whether they shall continue to expose their army to the con- 
sequences of these failures. 

1 did not answer the letter of Dom M. Forjaz, because it proceeds on a 
fallacy. I say that the alterations which I proposed to the regulation 
were not made in some instances, and when made, were not made in the 
spirit in which they were proposed; my object having been to secure 
means of transport for the armies which are to defend the country, and 
the object of the government having been something else for its benefit 
and advantage. 

It is very proper that the Governors of the Kingdom should endeavor 
to do that which will be advantageous and beneficial to the Kingdom, in 
the proper season ; but now they should attend to that which will enable 
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them to carry on -the war vigorously, and save the country from the hands 
of the enemy, 

Dorn M. Forjaz’s ncte, marked G, is like every other paper from that 
gentleman, very able, and looks well to the eye ; but it is not sound. 
The Governors of the Kingdom dare not do otherwise than profess they 
will act as I recommend to them; hut I, who am to carry measures into 
execution with aids which depend upon their arrangements, can see and 
feel the difference between professing to perform an action and really 
performing it. 

The A.G, to Major A.A,G,lth dimsion, 18th May, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 16th inst, relative to the hoy of the Brunswick 
light infantry, the Commander of the Forces has instructed me to say that tlie 
Gommanding officer of the corps must manage in the best manner he can to 
correct the boy, but that his Excellency cannot write to tbe Admiral on the subject. 
The Commander of the Forces will not allow any recruiting whatever at Lisbon : 
of course, it will not be necessary to send an officer there. I regret much that 
the circular, dated 18th Jan. 1812, should not have been received: I have sent 
Gen. Hope the only printed copy remaining. 1 send you a memorandum taken 
off the hospital states of the men of the 68th regt., which will probably account 
for the ‘ missing’ of that corps. 


To Lieut, Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 19th May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

I enclose the only intelligence I have received since I wrote to you 
last, lam afraid that unless I can get Grant away by force, I shall not 
get him at all. 

In regard to force also, I find by an account from Tordesillas, that our 
principal correspondent there has been seized by Gen. Boyer, in conse- 
quence of bis own imprudence. I am apprehensive that some traces may 
have been found of my letters to the different guerrilla chiefs to urge 
them to intercept Grant, and to offer a reward to the party which should 
take him, and that Marmont will take care that he shall have a sufficient 
escort. This was the person through whom all the correspondence with 
the north was carried on. 

You will have seen in the last letters from my brother his account of 
the sum he is authorised to give the Spaniards this year. I doubt that 

G. O. Fuente Guinaldo, 19th May, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces having received an order to draft the 2d batt. 42d 
regt. into the 1st, the following arrangement is to be made for that purpose : 

2. The private men belonging to the 2d batt. 42d regt. in Portugal and Spain, are to be 
drafted into the 1st batt., and are to be distributed into companies in the 1st batt, with the 
exception of men deemed unfit, at present, for service in the field, and 30 men to be selected 
by Lieut. Col. Lord Blantyre, or the officer appointed by him for that purj)ose. 

3. All men missing from the 2d batt are to be kept on the strength of the 2d batt. 

4. The transfer is to be made immediately, and the officers commanding companies in 
the 2d batt. are to draw pay for them up to the 24th inst., and are to account, in the usual 
manner, with the officers commanding companies in the 1st batt., to whose companies their 
men will be transferred under this order. 

5. When this transfer shall be completed, the officers, non-commissioned ofiicers, and 
staff of the 2d batt., and such private men as remain, are to proceed, by route furnished by 
the Q. M. G., to Lisbon, preparatory to their embarkation for England. 

6. The Commander of the Forces regrets the loss of the services of Lord Blantyre, and 
of the officers and non-commissioned officers of the 2d batt 42d regt in tins country. The 
battalioni has, on every occasion and in every situation, conducted itself in a manner wortliy 
jf the distinguished regiment of which it forms a part; and the Commander of tbe Forces 
requests that they will accept his thanks for tlieir services, and best wishes for theii success. 
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Great Britain can realise in specie wliat is necessary even for tliat pur 
pose, and to support tliis army. I am, besides, afraid that the grant ot 
money to the Spanish government would not ans^ver our purpose. Tiicir 
system is so overgrown by abuses, that no sum wliicli we could give them 
would insure to us an active military co-operation. 1 have tlierefure de- 
sired my brother to confine his issues of pay only to effective officers and 
troops, who shall not receive for more than two months unless they shall 
be reported to be in such a state of discipline and suhordiiiation as a mili- 
tary body ought to be. 

It will be impossible, I am afraid, to effect all that I have in contem- 
plation by this mode of giving our pecuniary aid, particularly if the aid 
should be given through the government; and I have therefore proposed 
that the aid should he at my disposal, to give it direct to such troops as I 
might think fit. There will still remain the difficulties of subsistence ; 
but as some contributions are collected in all parts of the country, I pro- 
pose that they should be applied solely to the subsistence of the troops. 
We may do something in this manner. 

We are getting on with our convoys. The first arrived yesterday at 
Ciudad Eodrigo. 

To Major Gen, Peacocke. Fuente Gnmaldo, 19th May, 1812. 

I eDclose a letter which has ^een put into my hands by the Inspector 
General of Hospitals, and I beg that, according to the recommendation 
which it contains, the — regt. may be removed to the sea side as soon as 
possible. 

I beg that you will inform the Commanding and other officers of the 
— regt. that they have been sent, and are detained at Lisbon, because 
their regiment is unfit for service^ a circumstance not very creditable to 
any regiment ; and that I trust that by their attention to the discipline, 
as well as the health and necessary comfort of the soldiers, by their 
obedience to orders, and by their endeavors to establish in tlie regiment 
a system of order and subordination, they will i-ender their regiment fit to 
belong to this army. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Gahialdo, 19t h May, 1812. 

I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 29th ult., allowing of our 
making private bargains for bills on England, if we should fmd it neces- 
sary ; and I have desired the Commissary Gen. to endeavor to procure the 
sum, of which I had before refused to sanction the acceptance, in conse- 
quence of Mr. lierries’ notilication to Mr. Bissett of the disapprobation of 
the Treasui'y of these transactions. This money wiU be of great use to 
us just now, if we can get it, as we are very badly off indeed. 

To Major Gen. Peacocke. Fuente Guinaldo, 20th May, 1812. 

The 26th regt. are to he embarked, and to proceed to Gibraltar to 
relieve the 82d, which regiment is to be brought round to the Tagus. I 
request you to let the Admiral know the strength of the 26th regt., 
that he may order transports accordingly. When the 1st batt. 3Sth 
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regt and 91st shall arrive in the Tagus, they are to he landed, and be pre- 
pared to march to join the army. 

You will be pleased to give the enclosed letter for Major Gen. Camp- 
bell to the Commanding officer of the 26th, who will deliver it on his 
arrival at Gibraltar. 

To die Earl of Liverpool. Puente Guinaldo, 20th May, 1812. 

As you expressed an anxiety to have an account of our wounded officers 
and soldiers, I hope to be able to send an official one this day ; but the 
materials for it have not yet come in. I can tell you generally, however, 
that with the exception of Gen, Walker and Col. Elder, and one or two 
other officers of inferior rank, the officers are all doing well. Gen. 
Walker has been better for the last 3 days ; but he is much weakened by 
repeated hemorrhage, and he is not out of danger, although the hemor- 
rhage is stopped. He was badly wounded, and was very imprudent, both 
in exerting himself improperly, and in his food during the first day after 
he was wounded, which brought on hemorrhage. Elder was also very 
badly wounded, but had so far recovered as to be thought out of danger ; 
but he has for some days past had lock jaw. He has not become worse 
for these last 4 days, and hopes are entertained of his recovery ; but of 
course he is still in great danger. 

Major Gen. Kempt’s wound proved to he worse than was at first 
imagined ; but he and Gen. Colville, and Gen. Bowes, are getting well. 
Many of the men have already returned to their duty; others are con- 
valescent, and nearly all are doing well. The real loss has been small, 
and I hope, that as the season continues favorable, we shall save many. 

Au General Buniouriez. A Fueiite Guinaldo, ce 20 Mai, 1812. 

J’ai dte oblige de revenir en Castille apres le siege de Badajoz. Les 
Espagnoles, comrae de coutume, ont ndglige de jeter dans la place les 
provisions que je leur avais donntipour ravitailler Ciudad Rodrigo, jusqu’a 
ce qu’il etait trop tard. Le convoi etait a 5 lieues de la place la nuit du 
31 Mars ; et les Fran^ais ont passe I’Agueda le 1 Avril au matin. Je 
leur avais donne I’ordre sur nos magasins a 11 lieues de distance le 16 
Fdvrier ; et pour n’avoir pu charier cette distance en 6 semaines, la place 
aurait ete' perdu, si je n’y avais pas retourn^ avec I’armde, et nous avons 
manque la plus belle occasion que la guerre presentera de faire evacuer les 
Andalousies par un mouvement direct sur ces contrives. Marmont a fait 
une petite course en Portugal, et a manque un beau coup sur la milice 
Portugaise, qui etait a Guarda. II y a eu panique, et tout le monde aurait 
etd detruit s’il les avait poursuivis vigoureusement, mais il a donnd du 
terns pour le retablissement de I’ordre; I’avant garde de I’armee repassa le 
Tage a Villa Yelha, et il fut oblige de se retirer avec quelques prisonniers, 
et sans aucun autre fruit de son exptjdition. 

Guarda est une mauvaise position pour un petit corps, et si on ne veut 
pas s’y maintenir a toute outrance; et aussitut que j’entendis que la 
milice etait la, je leur ai fait dire de s’en aller; mais Paifaire avait 
eu lieu. 

Je suis ici pour couvrir le ravitaillement des places de Ciudad Rodrigo 
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et Almeida. Le G^ndra! Hill a imrchti sur Almaraz pour j detruire les 
dtablissemens de Fennemi; et je -*empte me mettre eii campagne pour 
tocher de faire dvacuer ies Andalousies, ou de frapper queique beau coup 
qui les fera evacuer avant que les Franqais puissent recevoir des reiiforts. 
J’ai lieu de croire qu’on compte a Paris etre oblige de faire ce sacrifice. 

To the Eail of Liverpool. Fuente GuinaldOj 20th Ma\% IB 12. 

The government of Spain bave recently informed me that tbey will 
allow 5000 Spaniards to enlist and serve in the British regiments com- 
posing this army during the war, and as long as these regiments will 
remain in the Peninsula; and having adverted to the approbation signified 
by your Lordship in your dispatch of the 28th Aug. 1811, of the orders 
given by Lieut. Gen. Graham to Col. Skerrett, to enlist Spaniards in the 
British regiments which went under his command to Tarragona, and to 
your Lordship’s letter of the 1*1 th July, 1811, in which you suggested the 
expediency of enlisting native Portuguese to serve in the British regi- 
ments in this army, I have thought it proper to avail myself of this offer 
of the Spanish government, and I enclose the copy of a circular letter 
which I have written upon the subject to the General officers command- 
ing divisions, directing that Spaniards might he enlisted. 

I have departed from the form approved of by your Lordship for the 
levy of native Portuguese, for the reasons detailed in my letter of the 4th 
Aug. in answer to those directions. But if H. R. H. the Commander in 
Chief, or your Lordship, should not approve of the form of the levy, it 
will be easy to make any alteration that may be thought expedient ; and 
in the mean time the expense of the experiment of raising native Spaniards 
or British soldiers will Be trifling. It may perhaps eventually be neces- 
sary to provide for the increase of the establishments of the several bat- 
talions of this army, if the measure should be attended with the wished for 
success. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 20ih May, 1812- 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 29th 
ult., regarding the arrival of the 1st batt. 38th regt. in the Tagus, and 
the proposed disposal of that regiment when it will arrive. As the 2d 
batt. 38th regt. is in this country, and as I know that the 1st hatt. is com- 
posed of a very fine body of men, I think, upon the whole, it would be 
most expedient to allow that battalion to join the army, and then to send 
home the 2d batt. The — regt. are at Lisbon, where I had sent them in 
consequence of their being very sickly, a very weakly body of men, and in 
very bad order ; and according to all accounts of them, they are now by 
no means fit for service in the field, either as a body of men, or in reference 
to their discipline. They consist of 802 R. and F., and they might im- 
prove in health, strength, and discipline at Gibraltar, where I pimpose to 
send them to relieve the 82d regt. 

I have already had the 2d batt. — • regt. with the army, and I had sent 
them to Lisbon, as being unfit for service in the field, before they went to 
Cadiz, and I don’t think they will be an acquisition. It is better that they 
should remain in garrison. 
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To tlie Earl of Iiiverpool. Fiietite GuinaWo, 20th May, 1812. 

I have not yet heard of Lieut Gen. Sir E. Hill’s progress beyond the 
neighbourhood of Truxillo on the 14th; hut the enemy have not been 
alarmed either in the south or in this part of the country, and I have great 
hopes that he will have effected the object on which he is sent. 

A small detachment, consisting of about 2500 men, moved from Seville 
on the 5th towards Ayamonte, near which place they arrived on the 16th. 
1 believe that the object of this detachment has been to disturb the march 
of the Spanish troops destined to he in garrison at Badajoz, 2 battalions 
of which had been landed at Ayamonte. They had, however, commenced 
their march through the Kingdom of Portugal before the enemy ap- 
proached the Guadiana. 

The enemy have made no other movement of importance, either in the 
south or in the north, since I addressed you on the 13th inst. 

Some of the provisions destined for Ciudad Rodrigo have arrived, and 
the convoys are in progress towards that place and Almeida. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fueiite Guinaldo, 21st May, 1812, 6 a.m. 

I received last night your letter of the 1 9th, and those from Sir W. 
Erskineofthe 18th. 

The enemy are evidently moving upon Hill’s rear, probably in larger 
force than that which has hitherto been under the command of Drouet. 
The last I heard of Soult was that he had left Seville for the Puertos on 
the 10th and 11th; and on the same day there were about 2500 men near 
Ayamonte, it was said, under Gazan. It is not probable, therefore, that 
the whole army of the South are in motion. I apprised Hill of the pro- 
bability of this movement ; and it is most likely that he heard of the 
enemy being at Bon Benito on the Hth as soon as Sir W. Erskine. 

If this is the case, he will have arrived at Aldea del Obispo, so as to 
open the road to Caceres on the 19th ; and he will he at Caceres this day, 
whether successful or otherwise in the enterprise which was the object of 
the expedition. If he should he a day later, I think he will still be in 
time, as it is probable that the troops which were at La Granja on the 
18th are intended to pass the Guadiana at Medellin, which they cannot do 
before the 20th. I have therefore but little anxiety respecting Hill’s 
retreat. 

I was apprehensive that the enemy would make this movement in con- 
sequence of the delays which took place; and the movement of the 
equipment upon Merida instead of upon Caceres. However, I hope that 
the evil will he confined to the disappointment of my views upon Almaraz 
for this time. 

The 1st division cannot move in a better direction than towards 
Caceres; but if Hill’s retreat should have been effected, it would be best 
, to get the troops back to their stations, as matters are getting very forward 
'■ here. , 

G. O. Fuente Guiual do, 21st May, 1812. 

1. Lieut. — is dismissed from the service of the Prince Regent of Portugal, and is to 
report himself to the officer comm«aiiding the 3d or Buffs. 

2. Major Gen. Peacocke is requested to place Lieut. in arrest, upon charges which 

will be forwarded to that officer. 
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I say BOtliing about tlie measures to be adopted in case the movement 
of the enemy should be only upon Hill’s rear, and confined to a moderate 
force. If the whole army of the South should have entered Estremacliira, 
it would be best to take the position indicated in my letter to Hill, of 
which I sent you the draft. 

P.S. There is nothing new here, 

ToXieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 22d May, IS 12, 10 a.m, 

I have received as yet no intelligence from Sir W. Erskine of a later 
date than the 18th in the evening, or from you of a later elate than the 
19th, at 3 p.M. ; but the guide arrived, yesterday evening, and I see 
from the Roteiro that the head quarters were still at Almendralejo on the 
evening of the 19th. 

The enclosed letters from Cadiz show that Soult was expected in that 
quarter about the 8th, and that troops had arrived there, f know that 
2500 men were near Ayamonte on the 11th; and therefore upon the 
whole I feel no anxiety respecting affairs in Estremadura, althongh I 
should he glad to hear of them. I fancy that Sir William has been mis- 
informed. 

It is very desirable that the 1st and 6th divisions and the cavalry 
should return to their stations as soon as Hill’s safety is beyond ail 
question. 

We are nearly ready with our magazines here ; and it is obvious that 
this must be our operating flank ; and I intended to put the troops in 
march as soon as Hill should return. 

P.S. I enclose papers from Salamanca. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, 22{i May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 9th, and its enclosures. 

I am happy to find that you propose to inquire at Tarifa respecting the 
necessity for the staff appointments which have been made there. An 
interpreter may he necessary, who ought to perform all the duties of the 
Staff officers, if he is an officer. If he should not be so, there might be 
another Staff officer ; but I cannot see the necessity for two Staff officers, 
and that one of them should be the adjutant, the other the quarter master 
of the 8^th, neither of whom can have any duty to perform in his new 
situation which does not belong to him in that which he has hitherto 
held. 

It is also very desirable that you should ascertain whether two assistant 
engineers are required, and whether the officers appointed to those situ- 
ations are the most fit to fill them. 

In regard to the works at Tarifa, you have not sent me the plans and 
sections, and I cannot judge of them from description ; and even if I had 
the plans and sections, I should not he so well able to determine on the 
propriety of undertaking the works as those who might see the ground. 
The impression on my mind is, that nothing can render Tarifa a post 
likely to hold out, even for a short time, against the attack which imiy, 
and probably will be made upon the place. The garrison will, after all, 
be obliged to retire to the island, where, it is my opinion, they can be so 
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secured at a moderate expense, incurred gradually, as to render it pro** 
bable that the enemy would not be able to carry this point. 

On the other hand, it is my opinion that the possession of the island, as 
a military post, would deprive the enemy of all the advantages which they 
expect to derive from the possession of the town of Tarife, viz., the navi- 
gation of the coast to Algeziras. If instead of the town falling into their 
hands fortified, or in part fortified, as it certainly will if the works in 
contemplation should be continued, it were to fall into their hands with 
all the works demolished, it is probable that when they should find that 
they could not obtain possession of the island, they would abandon the 
place altogether, and leave the town, as well as the island, in the hands of 
the allies. 

If they should, under such circumstances, pretend to hold the town, 
they must either leave a large force in it, which would alone be a great 
advantage to the allies ; or, if they should leave a small one, tha troops 
composing it would be exposed to the constant attacks of the allies from 
the island. Whereas, if the town should be fortified, or in part fortified, 
and lost, as it certainly will, the enemy may with impunity leave in it in 
security as small a force as they please ; and as long as they can remain 
in Andalusia, the allies will be deprived of that dihoiicM into the country. 

I wish you to consider the works canying on at Tarifa in this view of 
them. As long as the British government shall furnish money, there will 
not be wanting Spanish engineers to execute fancies of all kinds in the 
way of fortifications ; and it is probably neither your business nor mine 
to interfere in the nature, or extent, or object of the assistance afforded to 
the Spanish government by His Majesty’s Ambassador. But, adverting 
to the great expense incurred in the Peninsula, to its daily and necessary 
increase, to the expenses now incurring for the fortifications at Cadiz, 
and those at Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz, and to the absolute necessity 
which exists for curtailing those expenses as much as maybe possible, 
particularly in instances in which it may appear, as it does to me in this 
instance, that the expense is not only not necessary, hut may prove inju- 
rious, and in those in which the whole expense must be incurred in money \ 

I recommend to you, if you should agree with me upon the view of the 
place in the opinions which I have formed, to urge His Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador to withdraw the assistance afforded for carrying on the works for 
fortifying the town of Tarifa; and that our exertions should be confined 
to making a secure post of the island. 

Boards and trestles may be provided for the soldiers to sleep upon at 
Tarifa. 

I conclude that the Sec. of State will give directions that your requisi- 
tions for supplies for Tarifa may be complied with. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 23d May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

Major Currie arrived here yesterday with accounts of Sir Rowland’s 
success of the 19th, and he tells me that he wrote to you of it. 

lie likewise informs me that the enemy’s troops which had appeared 
upon the Guadiana had retired again, which report I hope that Hill will 
have heard before he will have received that from Sir W. Erskine; as it 
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appears from Blanckley’s reports, who is on the spot, that the numbers 
reported to Sir William were very much exaggerated. However, what- 
ever they were, they are gone again. 

I received your letters of the 20th and 21st last night, the former 
enclosing that of the 19th from Sir W. Ershine. I have, besides, one of 
the 1 5th from Austin, who reports that the French troops have taken up 
cantonments in the Condado, apparently with a view to subsistence. 

The object now in Estremadura is to see Hill back in safety; and as 
soon as he returns, to put the troops of the 1st and 6th divisions and the 
cavalry in march for this country. 

I believe that the infantry can pass at Alcantara and at Alconeta ; and 
if they can, a great object will be gained in saving them the fatigue of 
the circuitous march by Yilla Velha, at least for the troops of the 6th 
division. The artillery and cavalry must go by Villa Velha. I have 
desired Sturgeon to report to you immediately what the means are of 
passing the Tagus at Alcantara, and how long a given body would be in 
passing ; and I send an officer down to see the barcas at Alconeta, and to 
report to you ; of which barcas^ however, I should think that the Marques 
de Monsalud might he able to give you an account. 

If you should find that the infantry can pass with convenience at either 


G. O. Fuente Guiualdo, g 3 d May, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests that when any of the Genera] officers of tlie 
army pass through or near a town in which an hospital may be stationed, they will be so 
kind as to visit it, and see that it is conducted as it ought to be, and according to tlieregu- 
lations of the service and orders of the army. 

2. He likewise requests they will see on the parade the convalescents in charge of the 
Military Commandant, and will receive from him a return of their numbers, and a repjrt 
on their state : they are requested to report their observations to the Commander of the 
Forces. 

3. The great inconvenience which is felt by the service in consequence of the soldiers 
losing or making av/ay with their necessaries and camp equipments, on their marches from 
the hospitals, or from Lisbon, to join their regiments, induces the Commander of the 
Forces to order that when a detachment shall march from any hospital station, or from 
Lisbon, the officer in command of it shall receive a return of the soldiers’ necessaries and 
equipments from the officer in charge of the depot or station from which he will march ; 
and he is to inspect the necessaries and equipments of the soldiers every day after the 
march will be c<jncluded. If tire necessaries or equipments of any soldier should he 
found deficient, he is forthwith to be tried and punished, if there should be a sufficient 
number of officers present for that purpose; if not, the soldier, whose necessaries will be 
found, on inspection, deficient, must be marched a prisoner to the regiment, in order to 
be tried by a regimental Court Martial. 

4. The officer in charge of a detachment on its march to the army will, for this purpMe, 
divide his detachment into as many divisions as there are officers, and will employ aii 
officer to make the inspection ordered of each division. 

5. This order is to be added to those dhected to be given to the officers commanding 
detachments of troops on their march from the hospital stations, or Lisbon, tu tlie army ; anti 
the officers are requested to observe that if a soldier should make away with his necessaries 
or equipments on a march, under their command, and they should not discover it and 
bring him to punishment, they will be responsible for a neglect of duty. 

6. The Commander of the Forces desires that it may be understood that vvlien new 
blankets, or camp equipments of any description, are issued to any regiments, inconse- 
quence of their requisition, they will be called U],K)n to pay for them, not only their actual 
cost, but the expense of their carriage from Lisbon, unless they shall be able to prove tluit 
the want and requisition for them has been occasioned by fair wear, or by unavoidable 
accident. 

7. The Commander of the Forces is, however, convinced, that all the evils and incon- 
veniences occasioned by the sale of their necessaries jand their camp equipments by the sol- 
diers, would be avoided if the non-commissioned officers were to do their duty, which can- 
not be expected without the constant inspection and control of the officers of the regiment. 
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or both thes^erries, I request you to put the artillery and carriages of 
the 6th division aTIeast (and of the 1st, if you should think it expedient 
that they likewise should cross the ferries) in march upon Villa Velha 
and Gastello Branco by the usual stages, as soon as HilFs return shall be 
quite secure ; and afterwards put the infantry in march to cross the Tagus 
at the ferries on the day that the artillery shall cross the bridge of Villa 
Velha. 

I shall send orders for the cavalry to move as soon as I shall hear from 
you that you have ordered them hack to their cantonments. 

In regard to supplies on the march by Alcantara, Asc., there is a maga- 
zine at Gastello Branco, from which I shall have supplies forwarded to the 
frontiers of Portugal. 

P.S. There are with Hill 2 dying bridges of our pontoons, of 3 or 4 
boats in each dying bridge, which might go to Alconeta, to facilitate the 
passage there, if you should think proper, when Hill returns. I am 
afraid they could not go to Alcantara, though I am not certain. If they 
could, it would be the most convenient point for the troops. 

To Lieut. Gen, Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 24th May, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I enclose papers from Salamanca, from which it appears that Marmont 
intended some movement, and that he had heard of Hill’s arrival at Lugar 
Nuevo. 

They don’t know what to make of the disposition of our troops, which, 
without a knowledge of our circumstances, it is not easy to understand ; 
and they are very anxious to know where head quarters are. 

This was the object of Marmont’s letter to me, adverted to in the 
enclosed, which contained only one from Grant of the 27th April. It 
came by the hands of a friend, who is gone back well tutored. 

I likewise enclose a letter from Cadiz of the 10th. Col. Austin informs 
me, on the 16th, that Soult had again left the Puertos in a great hurry ; I 
conclude upon hearing of Hill’s march; and that the Spanish troops 
ordered to Tarifa had been countermanded. 

I have a letter from the Spanish Minister at War, urging strongly a move- 
ment upon Andalusia. This would now be a false movement. At least 
six divisions of Marmont’s army are free, and would follow us, or would 
attack Ciudad Rodrigo, in which operation they would now succeed, as 
you will have observed they are bringing up heavy cannon by degrees. 
Our first object must certainly he now to get the better of Marniont’s 
army, of which we have a chance in the 2 months which will elapse 
between this time and the period of reaping the harvest in Castille. 

Matters were very difFerent 2 months ago. The French could not 
have collected any where; and if Ciudad Rodrigo had been provisioned, 
we might have marched 40,000 men into Andalusia, throwing the re- 
mainder of the army upon Gastello Branco to observe Marmont. But 
the harvest will he ripe in Andalusia in the beginning of June. It was 
reaped last year in Estreraadura in the second week in June ; and we 
should not he well through the province before we should have Marmont 
after us. 

Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received a letter from Hill of the 
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21st, from which I find that he was to be at Tmxillo on that day, so that 
he will he on the Guadiana sooner than I expected when I wrote *to yon; 
and I found yesterday that Mr, Bissett was not quite so forward as I thouf^ht 
he was from his report. There is therefore no immediate occasion for 
hurry in the movement across the Tagus. I think the artillery, with the 
1st and 6th divisions and the cavalry, had better be thrown hack to the old 
cantonments at ail events ; and I request you to decide whether the infantry 
shall, upon the following considerations ; 

1st; 'Wliether the troops can cross at Alcantara without inconvenience 
with the aid of Dickson’s flying bridges. 

2dly ; Whether they can he subsisted in the positions which they now 
occupy, and keep up their supplies. 

The nearest magazine to the 6th division at Montijo is Badajoz; the 
nearest to the 1st division is Niza. This last had passed Gastello de ¥ide 
before they received your order to halt at that place. 

I find that there is a boat at Alconeta capable bf containing 12 horses, 
which might probably he brought down to Alcantara. I have desired 
Capt. Pierrepont to report to you on that ferry ; hut I recollect one incon- 
venience attending the use of it to come to this part of the country, and 
that is, that the Alagon must be passed likewise by a ferry. The troops 
also which would march by Alconeta would have to send far for their sup- 
plies on their march. I would recommend the use of Alcantara alone there- 
fore, if you should send any troops across the Tagus by any other road than 
the bridge of Villa Velha. 

According to what I have above stated to you in regard to Mr. Bissett’s 
preparations, I request you not to move the infantry, excepting towards 
their old cantonments, till you shall hear further from me. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 24th May, 1812. 

I have just received your letter of the 21st. I have invariably ordered 
that as much money as could he spared from the service of the army should 
he delivered to the chest of the ^aids,’ and I believe the subsidy has been 
much overpaid. But that is no concern of mine. I shall continue the 
same practice. I must say, however, in answer to your letter of the 2ist, 
that I don’t believe I shall he able in the month of June to order the 
issue of more money than was given in the month of May, and I cannot 
fix the time at which any will be given. 

You had much better write to government on the subject. I can do no 
more than I am doing. 

P.S. You may depend upon it that the subsidy has been infinitely over- 
paid since the 1st Jan, 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B, Fuente Guinaldo, 25tli May, 1812, 8 a.m. 

I have received your letters of the 20th and 21st inst., hut not yet that 
containing your report of your transactions on the Tagus. I wish you would 
take measures to know exactly what passes at Mirabete, if you have not 
got that garrison as prisoners. It is my opinion that they will abandon 
the place as soon as they can ; and I shall be glad to hear from you when 
they shall abandon it. 
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I don’t belieYe that Soult intended to attack Tarifa; bnt if he did, you 
will bare seen that your movement upon Alraaraz has deranged all his 
projects, as well as those of Marmont. Soult’s troops are again marching 
towards Seville ; and Marmont moved from Salamanca on the 23d towards 
Avila and Talavera. He was to move himself, I believe, yesterday. 

In consequence of Sir W, Erskine’s reports, Sir T. Graham moved into 
Estremadura the 1st and 6th divisions of infantry, and part of the 1st divi- 
sion of cavalry. These troops will either withdraw into Alehtejo again, or 
will wait in Estremadura till I shall order them across the Tagus at Alcan- 
tara, and will be considered applicable to other services as soon as you 
shall return to the Guadiana, where you will resume your old position, 
and revert for the present to my instructions of the 1 1th April. 

You will observe that your success has given great security to your left, 
as, whatever may be said, I know that the roads from the Tagus to the 
Guadiana, leading from the bridge of Arzobispo and Talavera, cannot be 
called military communications for large bodies of troops. You might 
therefore adventure a little against Drouet, and keep Mm out of the pro- 
vince of Estremadura if you can, keeping me apprised of your designs. 
In the formation of all these plans, keep in view the support which Drouet 
will have from Soult, whose head quarters, I suspect, are about to be moved 
to Andujar. Endeavor to gain accurate information respecting Belal- 
cazar and any other fortified posts which the enemy may have towards 
Cordova. 

It will be necessary that the flying bridge which you have should be 
moved towards Alcantara, and placed at the disposal of Sir T. Graham if 
he wants it; and that Lieut. Col. Dickson’s reserve of howitzers should 
he placed in a situation to he in readiness to cross the Tagus at the same 
place, with that part of their equipment, consisting of inch shells, 
spherical case, and powder. 

To Lieut. Geii. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Gninaldo, 25th May, 1812, 8 a.m. 

I enclose some letters from my brother, and a letter and its enclosure 
from Salamanca. 

You will see from the latter that Hill’s operation has induced Marmont 
to move. I don’t know yet whether he has got the garrison of the tower 
of Mirahete. I should think he would, if he had not been alarmed by Sir 
William’s reports. 

Hill’s operation has deranged Soult’s as well as Marmont’s plans, as I 
learn from Austin, on the 18th, that the troops had been withdrawn from 
the Condado ; and you see that they have been withdrawn from Cadiz. 

To Lieut. Cl)]. Sir R. Fletcher, Bart., R.E, Fuente Guinaldo, 25th May, 1812, 8 a.m. 

I received last night your letter of the 22d, in regard to the cut from 
the Picurina to the inundation. 

First ; is what you propose now better than what you proposed before, 
viz., a communication from the Picurina to the ravelin ? 

You will observe that an enemy could not attack the redoubt by its 
gorge without obtaining possession of the communication, the approaches 
to which would he better flanked and defended by the fire of the fort, and 
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from the gorge of the redoubt, than from the proposed line. There is 
another advantage in the communication likewise, which is, that it would 
afford an additional obstacle to an enemy attempting to turn the redoubt 
by its left. Unless the whole of the new proposed line, and the covered 
way on the left of the redoubt, should be occupied, the redoubt will always 
be liable to an attack in the night by surprise in its gorge. The only 
guard against it will be the flank fire from the right of the redoubt, and 
the fire from the body of the place. ’ 

And here the second question arises, viz., is the proposed line flanked 
by any, and what works of the place ? You must be the best judge, being 
on the spot, of the validity of this reasoning ; and I beg you will decide 
which you will adopt, the communication as first proposed, or the line as 
proposed in your letter of the 22d. 

As far as I can judge from the plan, the proposed line will be seen only 
from the face of the bastion of Maria. 

I have omitted to write to you respecting an engineer to be attached to 
Lieut. Gen, Hill. I rather believe that you had better detain Lieut Col. 
Jones for that purpose. 

To Lieut. Col Sir H. Douglas, Bart Fuente Gmnaldo, 25th May, 1812. 

^ I received yesterday your letter of the 18th inst., and I had at the same 
time one of the 20th from the Conde de Amarante, from which f learnt 
that the enemy, after plundering the villages on the frontier of Galicia, 
had retired to Benavente. 

There is no chance of their attacking Galicia as long as this army shall 
be on this frontier ; and, entertaining this opinion, and feeling an anxious 
desire^ that the Portuguese government should be saved the expense of 
the militia in arms when not necessary to he incurred, and that fehe indi- 
viduals composing the militia should have the advantage of returning to 
their homes when their services should not he required, I desired that the 
militia should be disbanded as soon as I brought back the army to this 
quarter, with the exception of those corps necessary to observe the enemy’s 
movements. They are, however, ready to turn out again at a moment’s 
notice. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente GuinaWo, 25th May, 1812, 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from the Sec, of 
State of the War Department, desiring that the troops under Lieut Gen. 
Sir R. Hill should move into Andalusia, in co-operation w'ith the 4th 
army, to drive the enemy from that kingdom. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Hill has lately made an important movement and 
effected in a very brilliant manner a very important operation on the 
Tagus, near Almaraz, of which I propose to transmit to you the detailed 
accotints for the information of the Spanish government, in the course of 
a day or two. 

It appears that Marshal Soult abandoned whatever design he might 
have had immediately in view in Andalusia, as soon as he heard of Lieut. 
Gen. Sir R. Hill’s movement towards the Tagus; and I have only now to 
add, that I will take care that Gen. Sir R. Hill shall annoy the enemy in 
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every naaniier that may be in Ms power with the force which he has under 
his command. 

I am apprehensive, however, that the force under his command, even 
assisted by the 4th army, is not equal to the undertaking of forcing the 
enemy from Andalusia. 

To the Earl of Lherpool. Puente Guinaldo, 26th May, 1812. 

When we had taken Ciudad Rodrigo in January, and I intended to 
carry on the siege of Badajoz in March, I expected to be able, if success- 
ful in that object, to invade Andalusia with a superior army to that which 
the French had in that part of Spain. 

These expectations were founded on the knowledge which I had, that 
even if Soult and Marmont had collected their armies, either to impede 
our operations at the siege of Badajoz or to stop our further progress, 
the want of subsistence at that season of the year would have obliged 
them to separate, which want, we, with our superior means and better 
arrangements, should not have felt. 

It appeared to me also that nothing which Marmont could undertake 
at that season of the year could prevent me from carrying my plan into 
execution. He could not attack Ciudad Rodrigo or Almeida, because we 
had taken, in the former, the heavy artillery belonging to the French 
army, which could not be replaced in time. He could not venture at 
that season of the year to make a serious invasion of Portugal ; and if he 
had, two or three divisions of the army which could have been spared 
after the siege of Badajoz, with the militia, would have stopped him 
effectually ; nor could he at that season invade Galicia with any prospect 
of success. In either of these operations he would have felt a want of 
provisions equal to, if not greater, than that which he would have expe- 
rienced if he and Soult had joined to impede our progress south of the 
Tagus. 

I enclose a copy of the memorandum which I gave to Gen. Castanos 
before tbe siege of Badajoz, in wMcb the probable plans of tbe enemy 
are discussed, and measures to defeat them are proposed. Your Lordship 
will see that I adverted to that which at length obliged me to return into 
Castille ; I mean the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo ; and I thought I had 
adopted the most effectual measure to frustrate it, by giving to the 
Spanish authorities, before I wrote the enclosed paper, the provisions in 
our magazines which they were to have carried to the place. But unfor- 
tunately they could not find the means of moving these provisions, only 
17 leagues, in nearly 7 weeks ! Other mistakes and disobedience of 
orders occurred, and I was obliged to bring back to Castille an army able 
to beat Marmont in the field, in case he should persevere in the blockade 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, and to abandon, for the moment, the execution of my 
plan upon the Andalusias. 

The measure then to be adopted was to replenish the magazines of 
Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo as soon as possible ; and it was necessary to 
keep the army in a situation to be in readiness to concentrate, to protect 
that service, in case the enemy should attempt to interrupt it. If such 
an attempt had been ma’de, and we had not been at hand to prevent its 
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success, your Lordship will observe that both places would probably have 
been lost, as neither could have in it at the same time provisions for niore 
than a few clays, and could not have held out till assistance could come 
to their relief. 

I did not, however, lose all hopes of being able to relieve xViidalusia by 
a movement into that province, although I was obliged to detain the army 
for some time in Castille. Those hopes depended upon the period at 
which Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida should be replenished with provisions, 
and upon the accounts which I should receive of the degree of progress 
made by the enemy in providing themselves with artillery and stores for 
the siege of those places. 

The magazines at Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida have been replenished, 
but I have reason to believe that the train for Marmont’s army is in con- 
siderable forwardness on its road from Bayonne. But at all events, the 
season is now so far advanced that the reasoning in reference to the ex- 
pedition into Andalusia, which would have rendered that plan advisable 
in April or in the beginning of May, is not now applicable. The harvest 
in Andalusia will be ripe in the beginning of June, and that in Estre- 
madura in the same state in the second week in June ; and this is the 
state in which it is most convenient to the French to find the harvest, 
from which they can take what they please where they want it, without 
any account ; and wherever they find ripe corn on the ground, they can 
collect any number of men they please, and can keep them collected 
during the time which may he necessary to perform any operation. If 
then I were to choose this period for my expedition into Andalusia, 
Marmont would follow me march for march, and on my arrival in Anda- 
lusia I should find an army much superior to mine. 

It may here be necessary to advert to the state of the enemy’s numbers 
at present. I reckoned that Soult had about 45,000 men under his 
command in March, of which 5000 were the garrison of Badajoz ; and I 
calculated that he could bring 32,000 for a few days into Estremadura 
to raise that siege. I have reason to believe that Marmont has 45,000 
men under his command, including the divisions of Souham and Bonet, 
received from the army of the north in January, which are about 14,000 
or 15,000 of the number ; and I reckoned that he would have brouglit 
30,000 men into Estremadura to raise the siege of Badajoz, leaving 
those divisions to occupy Castille and Leon. I enclose, however, some 
intercepted letters in regard to that siege, which show that I was mis- 
taken respecting the numbers which the enemy could bring into Estre- 
madura to raise it, which it appears by the enclosed letters were SO, 000 
men. In these numbers, however, I conclude that 5000 men belonging 
to what is called the Centre Army are included. 

Of the two armies called the army of the South and the ^Armce de 
Portugal^’ which are opposed to us, the latter can produce the largest 
number of men in a distant operation. Soult must maintain the blockade 
of Cadiz as long as he remains in Andalusia, and in effecting that object 
he must keep garrisons in Seville, Granada, Malaga, and some other 
points; and if he is to he absent from the province for any length of time, 
he must leave a body of men to observe Ballesteros, who would otherwise 
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l)e able to effect some operation attended by permanent injury to his 
objects in Andalusia. 

Marmont, however, has no object, nor, as he has been repeatedly told 
in letters from Beithier, any thing to attend to but the British army. By 
abandoning Castille and Leon for a short time he might lose some plunder 
and some contributions, but he can lose nothing which could permanently 
affect his situation or the operations of the war ; or which he could not 
regain as soon as he should again be able to have a superiority, particu- 
larly of cavalry, in the open country of Castille. Marmont’s then being, 
'what may be called of the two, the operating army, the movement which 
I should now make into Andalusia, which, as I have above pointed out, 
would enable the enemy to bring the largest body of men to act together 
on one point, would he a false movement, and this must by all means 
be avoided. 

There are other circumstances also which render a movement into Anda- 
lusia, at the present moment, inexpedient. 1st ; your Lordship will have 
seen that the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo is not in a very satisfactory 
state, and it is desirable not to carry the operations of the army to a dis- 
tance from that place, so as to leave it exposed under existing circum- 
stances. 2dly ; the harvest in all the countries north of the Tagus, par- 
ticularly in those north of the mountains, by which Castille is separated 
from Estremadura, is much later than it is to the southward. We shall 
retain our advantages for a longer period of time in these countries than 
we should do to the southward ; and we have time to strike some im- 
portant blows, which, if successful, may have the effect of relieving the 
Andalusias, as effectually as a direct movement upon those provinces. 

I propose, therefore, as soon as ever the magazines of the army are 
brought forward, which work is now in progress, (the troops continuing 
in dispersed cantonments for that purpose,) to move forward into Castille, 
and to endeavor, if possible, to bring Marmont to a general action. I 
think I can make this movement with safety, excepting always the risk of 
the general action. I am of opinion also that I shall have the advantage 
in the action, and that this is the period of all others in which such a 
measure should be tried. 

Your Lordship will have observed that Gen. Hill’s recent operation 
gives great security to our right in any forward movement into Castille. 
The enemy have, in truth, now no good military communication across 
the Tagus, excepting the bridge of Toledo. I know that the bridges of 
Arzobispo and Talavera can’t be deemed military communications for 
large corps, and scarcely for any body of troops marching with cannon 
and carriages. There are besides other difficulties for a corps advancing 
along the valley of the Tagus towards the frontier of Portugal. It is not 
very probable, therefore, that we should be turned by our right; and if 
reinforcements should he drawn from the north to press upon our left, 
we shall always have our retreat open either upon Ciudad Rodrigo or by 
the valley of the Tag^us. 

In respect to the general action, I believe there is no man in this army 
who entertains a doubt of its result, and that sentiment alone would do a 
great deal to obtain success. But we possess solid physical advantages 



SPAIN. 


673 


over the enemy, besides those resulting from recent successes. Our in- 
fantry are not in bad order; our cavalry more numerous in relation to the 
enemy, and the horses in better condition than I have known them since 
I have commanded the army ; and the horses of the artillery in the same 
good condition and complete in numbers, whereas the enemy are, I know, 
terribly deficient ill that equipment. 

Strong as the enemy are at present, there is no doubt that they are 
weaker than they have been during the war, or than they are likely to be 
again, as they will certainly be in some degree reinforced after the harvest, 
and very largely so, after Buonaparte’s projects in the north shall have 
been brought to a conclusion. We have a better chance of success now, 
therefore, than we have ever had ; and success obtained now would pro- 
duce results not to be expected from any success over any single French 
army in the Peninsula upon any other occasion. 

The certainty of the loss in every action, and the risk which always 
attends such an operation, ought not, therefore, in my opinion, to prevent 
its being tried at present. I am not insensible to these losses and risks, 
nor am I blind to the disadvantages under which I shall undertake this 
operation. My friends in Castille (and I believe that no officer ever had 
better) assure me that we sliall not want provisions, even before the 
harvest will be reaped ; that there exist concealed granaries which will be 
opened to us ; and that if we can pay for a part, credit will be given us 
for the remainder. They have long given me hopes that we should be 
able to borrow money in Castille upon British securities ; and it was with 
a view to loans from the people of the interior principally, that I applied 
to your Lordship for the forms of the securities. 

In case we should not he able to maintain ourselves in Castille, the 
general action and its result being delayed by the enemy’s manoeuvres, 
which I think not improbable, I have in contemplation other resources 
for drawing supplies from the country, and I shall at all events have our 
own magazines at Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo. But with all these pros- 
pects I can’t reflect without shuddering upon the probability that we shall 
he distressed, nor upon the consequence which may result from our want- 
ing money in the interior of Spain. 

I have thought it proper to make your Lordship acquainted with the 
course of my reflections, and the plan according to which I propose to 
proceed for the campaign, which I hope at all events will be a successful 
one. 


G. O. Fueute Guiualdo, 27th May, 1812. 

2. Adverting to the G. 0. of the Sth May, the Commander of the Forces desires that all 
soldiers at Lisbon or Belem shall take their letters to Thomas Reynolds, Esq., agent foi 
packets, who, upon their paying him 15 reis for each letter, will have them marked as pos- 
paid, and they will be transmitted to England by the first opportunity, 

3. Soldiers absent from their regiments, whether on detachment or in hospital, any where 
but in Lisbon, must send their letters intended for England to the officer commanding the 
company, who will forward them by the first opportunity, under the G. O. of the Sth May. 

4. It is to be clearly understood, that as the object of these orders is to insure the deli- 
very in England of the soldiers’ letters, for which the soldiers pay the postege in this 
country, the post office serjeant at Lisbon, or at head quarters, cannot receive soldiers’ 
letters, and money to pay tlie postage for them. 
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To Major Gen. Peacocke. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th May, 1812. 

I gave directioBS some days ago to the Commanding officer of artillery 
that 2 companies of the Royal artillery might he prepared to he embarked 
for service ; and I requested Marshal Sir W. Beresford to apply to the 
Portuguese government for permission to send 2 companies of Portuguese 
artillery with them, to which the government having consented, the Mar- 
shal has directed that those might he prepared; and I applied to the 
Admiral to have transports prepared to take these troops to their des- 
tination. 

X request you to inquire from Gen. Rosa and Lieut, CoL Fisher when 
the troops shall he ready to embark, and that you will settle with Gen. 
Soares de Noronha the period of their embarkation, after having ascer- 
tained from his Excellency the Admiral that the transports are ready to 
receive them. 

These 4 companies are to proceed to Gibraltar; and I enclose a letter 
for the Governor of Gibraltar, whichtheCommanding officer is to deliver 
to him. 

To Lieut. Gen, Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th May, 1S12. 

Marmont had not quitted Salamanca on the 24th, but it was expected 
he would go on the 25th. I enclose a letter from Ruman, containing the 
accounts of the 24th. 

Lhave a letter from Sir W. Erskine of the 24th, from which it appears 
that he then thought the enemy were retiring. I don’t think Sir William 
has very good intelligence. 

I don’t know how Sir William makes himself out much inferior to 
Brouet in cavalry. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 27th May, 1812. 

The government of Spain having signified to Mariscal de Campo Don 
M. de Alava their consent that His Catholic Majesty’s subjects, to the 
number of 5000, might be permitted to enlist into His Majesty’s army 
serving in the Peninsula, I enclose the copy of a circular letter which I 
have written to the General officers commanding divisions, to permit the 
regiments in their several divisions to enlist His Catholic Majesty’s sub- 
jects, and specifying the terms on which the enlistment is to he made. 
You will observe that this letter provides for enlisting 4100 men, which 
is all that I have thought it proper at present to allow of ; and I have 
not allowed the foreign regiments in the British service to enlist any 
Spaniards. 

I request you to lay the enclosed before the Spanish government. 

I likewise request that you will apply for leave for Capt. Gray, of the 
95th regt., who will have the honor of delivering a duplicate of this letter, 
to go to Alicante and the kingdom of Yalencia, with the order of the 
government, directed to the Captains General of Valencia, Murcia, and 
Catalonia, to permit him to enlist His Catholic Majesty’s subjects, natives 
sf those kingdoms, into His Majesty’s 95th regt 
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To Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente GuinaMo, 28tb May, 1812, 9 4 .af. 

Since I wrote to you on the 25 tb, I find that Sir T. Grabam will not 
require the flying bridges, wbicb you had better send back, with all the 
appurtenances, bullocks, &c., to San Yicente; and I shall write to Fletcher 
respecting the disposal of the bridge of pontoons, 

Lieut Col. Dickson’s reserve brigade of howitzers must, however, he 
ready to cross the bridge of Alcantara on the day Sturgeon will have it 
prepared ; and I shall write to Sturgeon to let him know exactly on what 
day it will he ready. 

To Lieut. Gen, Sir T. Graham, K.B, Fuente Gtunaldo, 28th May, 1812. 

I received last night your 3 letters of the 25th. 

I send Major Currie to England with Sir R. Hill’s dispatches, which I 
hope will he of service to him. I received 3 letters from Hill with his 
dispatch, including the dispatch, and I believe all in their covers. 

I desired Col. Framingham to attach Major Gardiner to the artillery 
with the 1st division, and it was necessary to move Capt. Lawson’s com- 
pany with him. But it is certainly desirable that some of the experienced 
artillerymen and drivers should remain with the 1st division, and I shall 
speak to Col. Framingham on the subject. 

I think it probable that I shall be able to send directions for the march 
of the troops to-morrow morning. All will now pass by Yilla Yelha, in 
consequence of their having taken up their old cantonments, as stated in 
your letter of the 25th. 

I shall write to Sturgeon to fix his bridge where he can, and then to 
join the army. 

P.S. You will have heard of Mr. Perceval having been murdered com- 
ing out of the House of Commons on the 1 1th. 

To Don Carlos de Espana. Fuente GuinaMo, 28tli May, 1812. 

His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz having placed at my disposition a 
part of the aid supplied by Great Britain to the Spanish government, I 
conceive that I can’t fulfil the wishes of H.R.H. the Prince Regent of 
Great Britain and Ireland, nor forward tlie interests of the Spanish 
government more essentially, than in making use of that aid to furnish the 
pay of the officers and troops composing the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and of those composing the division under the command of your Ex- 
cellency. 

I request your Excellency, however, to understand that the expenses of 
the army under my command, and the other expenses incurred by His 
Majesty in the cause of the Peninsula, are very large, and that it is fre- 
quently impossible to procure funds to defray those of them which must 
be paid in money. Whatever may be my intentions or my wishes, there- 
fore, regarding the regularity of the payment of the troops above referred 
to, it must depend upon the realization of specie for the other necessary 
expenses of the army. I mention this in order to guard myself against 
future reproaches on account of the irregularity of these payments, which 
I now declare I can’t expect will be regular. 

I likewise consider it my duty, acting on the behalf of His Majesty’s 
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government, and doing wbat I conscientiously consider best for tbe cause 
of Spain, to make the following conditions : 

1st ; The money is invariably to be applied to the purpose for which 
it will be issued by me; that is to say, to give their pay, or the stated 
proportion of their pay, to a certain specified number of officers and 
soldiers. 

2dly; As the object in giving this aid is to render the officers and 
troops efficient for the service, it is desirable that it should be understood 
that as long as the contributions which can be raised in Castille are 
allowed by the government to he applicable to the support of the military 
establishments employed in the country, they should be applied to the 
provision of subsistence to the troops, particularly the garrison of Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; to the completion and maintenance of the works of that for- 
tress; and lastly, to aid in the payment of the troops, so that the money 
supplied by Great Britain may be applied to another object for the ser- 
vice of Spain. 

3dly; 1 beg it may be understood clearly that I employ the aid placed 
at my disposition in the manner above stated only because I consider the 
troops composing the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, and those under the 
command of your Excellency, to he regular troops; among whom ought 
to be established, and by whom ought to be observed and practised, the 
Rules and Regulations established by the Kings of Spain for the govern- 
ment of their armies; and these troops ought to be as good as any in the 
Peninsula enga'ged on either side. 

If I should find that I have been mistaken, it may he depended upon 
that I shall correct my error ; and I shall discontinue the payment of this 
aid to any corps which shall not be properly disciplined, and in which the 
Royal Orders and Regulations for the establishment and maintenance of 
discipline and subordination among officers and soldiers shall not he duly 
observed. 

When I make this last condition, however, I admit that I have no right, 
nor have I the intention, of criticising the conduct of others. But His 
Majesty’s Ambassador having confided to me the distribution of a part of 
His Majesty’s aid to the Spanish government, it is my duty to satisfy 
myself, at least, that I shall dispose of it for the benefit of the cause of 
Spain and her allies ; and I don’t conceive that I should perform this 
duty if I were to throw away money to pay officers and soldiers who 
should have no knowledge of their duty, and among whom there should 
exist no subordination, no discipline, or no knowledge of or attention to 
the Orders and Regulations of their Sovereign. 

To Don Carlos de EspaSa. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th May, 1812. 

According to my letter No. 1 of this day’s date, I have now the honor 
to enclose a warrant upon the Commissary Gen. for 12,675 dollars, 19 
Teales^ and 32 marav,, which is sufficient to pay the officers and soldiers 
according to the enclosed estimate for half of a month; and I beg that this 
money may be so applied to pay the troops in the garrison of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and under the command of your Excellency, for half of the 
month of June. 
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I liave made tlie calculations in this estimate according to those which 
your Excellency first gave me as the rate of pay of each individual.* 

To Major Gen. G. Murray. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th May, 1812. 

I received this day your letter of the 2d, and I can’t express to you how 
much concerned I am that you have relinquished your situation with this 
army. I acknowledge that when I first heard of your intention to quit 
us, my sentiments were not confined to concern and regret ; but it is im- 
possible to expect that men will pass their lives in these countries, who 
have other objects to look to, and I can’t he surprised, that after such con- 
tinued absence, you should be desirous of spending some time at home. 

In answer to yonr letter I can only express a hope that you relinquish 
your situation with as much regret as I feel upon losing your assistance; 
and I assure you that I shall always be happy to receive it again when you 
feel disposed to give it. You will have appreciated the difficulty and im- 
portance of our late operations. The siege of Badajoz was a most serious 
undertaking, and the weather did not favor us. The troops were up to 
their middles in mud in the trenches, and in the midst of our difficulties 
the Guadiana swelled and carried away our bridge, and ren^Lered useless 
for a time our flying bridge. However, we never stopped, and a fair day 
or two set all to rights. The assault was a terrible business, of which I 
foresaw the loss when I was ordering it. But we had brought matters to 
that state that we could do no more, and it was necessary to storm or raise 
the siege. I trust, however, that future armies will be equipped for sieges, 
with the people necessary to carry them on as they ought to be ; and that 
our engineers will learn how to put their batteries on the crest of the glacis, 
and to blow in the counterscarp, instead of placing them wherever the wall 
can he seen, leaving the poor officers and troops to get into and cross the 
ditch as they can. 

Hill’s late operation is likewise very important, as unless the enemy have 
another bridge, they can no longer pass the Tagus as an army, excepting 
at Toledo. As you have left us, I will not tantalize you by entering on 
our plans for the remainder of the campaign ; I think it will be ours at 
all events, and I hope it may he attended by permanently important con- 
sequences. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fuente GuinaMo, 28th May, 1812. 

I received this day your letter of the 2d, announcing Gen. Murray’s 
removal from the Q. M. G.’s department of this army, and the intention 
of His Royal Highness to send here Col. Gordon, to perform the duties of 
that office. 

I very much regret the loss of Gen. Murray’s assistance, to whom I 
have so long been accustomed, and who has been of so much service to me. 
But l am very much obliged to His Royal Highness for having fixed upon 
Col. Gordon to succeed him; and I assure you that, as Gen. Murray is to 
go, no arrangement can be more satisfactory to me. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 28th ]May, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Dr. M‘Grigor, with a return of the officers who 
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have died of their wounds, during and since the siege of Badajozf and 
another letter, giving an account of the soldiers who have died, and of the 
present state of the wounded. 

r am sorry to say that Major Gen. Walker is in a very dangerous state, 
as is Major Gillies, of the 40th. Lieut. Col. Elder is better, and out of 
danger. Major Gen. Bowes has returned to his duty; but Major Gen. 
the Hon. C. Colville and Major Gen. Kempt are still confined by their 
wounds. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaido, 38th May, 1812. 

When I found that the enemy had retired from this frontier on the 24th 
April, and that I was enabled to make a disposition of the army, to give 
me the command of the means of transport attached to the troops, and to 
enable me to throw provisions into the fortresses of Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Almeida, and to move up the magazines of the army, with a view to the 
further operations of the campaign, I directed Lieut. Gen, Sir R. Hill to 
carry into execution the operations against the posts and establishments of 
the enemy at the passage of the Tagus, at Almaraz, which I had in con- 
templation before the siege of Badajoz, and which I had then delayed for 
reasons into which it is not now necessary to enter. 

Owing to the necessary preparations for this expedition, and to the un- 
expected delays of the repairs of the bridge over the Guadiana at Merida, 
which I had destroyed during the siege of Badajoz, Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill 
could not begin his operation with part of the 2d division till the 12th inst. ; 
and he attained the object of his expedition on the 19th inst., by taking by 
storm Forts Napoleon and Raguse, and the tUes de 'pont^ and other works 
by which the enemy’s bridge was guarded, by destroying those forts and 
works, and the enemy’s bridge and establishments, and by taking their 
magazines, and about 259 prisoners, and 18 pieces of cannon, 

I have the honor to enclose Sir R, Hill’s report * of this brilliant exploit ; 


* Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B., to Gen. the Earl of Wellington, K.B. 

Truxillo, 2lst May, 1812. 

1 have the satisfaction to acquaint your Lordship, that your instructions relative to the 
capture and destruction of the enemy’s works at Almaraz liave been most, fully carried 
intoeifect by a detachment of troops under ray orders, which marched from Almendralejo 
on the 12th inst. The bridge was, as your Lordship knows, protected by strong works, 
thrown up by the French on both sides of the river, and furtlier covered on the southern 
side by the castle and redoubts of Mirabete, about a league ofi*, commanding the pass of 
that name, through which runs the road to Madrid, being the only one passable for car- 
riages of any description, by which the bridge can be approached. The works on the left 
bank of the river were a iete de pmt^ hm\t of masonry, and strongly intrenched j and on 
the high ground above it, a large and well constructed fort, called Napoleon, with an in- 
terior intrenchmeiit and loopholed tower in its centre. This fort contained 9 pieces of can- 
non, with a garrison of between 400 and 500 men ; there being also on the opposite side of 
the river, on a height immediately above the bridge, a very complete fort, recently con- 
structed, which flanked and added much to its defence. 

On the morning of the 16th, the troops reached Jaraicejo, and the same evening marclied 
in three columns ; the left column, commanded by Lieut. Gen. Cliowne (28th and 34th 
regts., under Col. Wilson, and the 6th Portuguese ca^adores), towards the castle of Mi- 
rabete ; the right column, under Major Gen. Howard (5flth, 71st, and 92d regts.), which I 
accompanied myself to a pass in the mountains, through w hich a most difficult and cir- 
cuitous footpath leads by the village of Romangordo to the bridge ; the centre column, 
under Major Gen. Long (6th and 1 8th Portuguese infantry, under Col. Ashwortli, and 
the 13th light dragoons, with the artillery), advanced upon the high road to the pass of 
•^irabete. 
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aBd I l3eg to draw jour Lordship’s attention to the difficulties with which 
he had to contend, well from the nature of the country as from the works 
which the enemy had constructed, and to the ability and characteristic 

The two flank columns were provided with ladders, and it was intended that either oi 
them should proceed to escalade the forts against which they were directed, had circum- 
stances proved favorable; the difficulties, however, which each had to encuunter on its 
march were such, that it was impossible for them to reach their respective points before 
daybreak : I Judged it best^ therefore, as there was no longer a possibility of surprise, to 
defer the attack until we should be better acquainted with the nature and position of the 
works ; and the troops bivouacked on the Sierra. 

On further examination of the Mirabete works, I was satisfied that any attempt to force 
tliat pass, however successful, must be attended by so serious a loss, that I determined on 
endeavoring to penetrate to the bridge by the mountain |mth leading through the village 
of Romangordo, although, by that means, I should be deprived of the use of my artillery. 

On file evening of the 18th, I moved with Major Gen. Howard’s brigade and tlie flth 
Portuguese regt, for the operation, provided with scaling ladders, &c. Although the dis- 
tance marched did not exceed 6 or 6 miles, the difficulties of the road were such, that with 
the united exertions of oflicers and men, the column could not be formed for the attack 
before daylight. Confiding, however, in the valor of the troops, I ordered the immediate 
assault of Fort Napoleon. My confidence was fully justified by the event. 

The 1st batt. of the 50th, and one wing of the 7Ist regt., regardless of the enemy’s artil- 
lery and musketry, escaladed the work in three places, nearly at the same time. The 
enemy seemed at first determined, and his fire destructive ; but the ardour of our 
troops was irresistible, and the garrison was driven at the point of the bayonet through the 
several intrenchments of the fort and tete de across the bridge, which having been cut 
by those on the opposite side of the Tagus, many leaped into the river, and thus perished. 
The impression made upon the enemy s troops was such, that panic soon communicated 
itself to those on the right bank of the river, and Fort Raguse was instantly abandoned, the 
garrison flying in the greatest confusion towards Navalmoral. 

I cannot sufficiently praise the conduct of the 50th and 71st regts., to whom the assault 
fell. The cool and steady manner in which they formed and advanced, and the intre- 
pidity with which they mounted the ladders aud carried the place, were worthy of those 
distinguished corps and the officers who led them. 

Could the attack have been made before day, the 92d regt., under Lieut. Col. Ca- 
meron, and the remainder of the 71st, under Lieut Col. the Hon. H, Cadogan, were to 
have escaladed the tcte de pont, and effected the destruction of the bridge at the same time 
tiiat the attack was made on Fort Napoleon. The impossibility of advancing deprived 
them of this opportunity of distinguishing themselves, but the share which they had in the 
operations, and the zeal which they displayed, entitle them to my warmest commendation ; 
and I cannot avoid to mention the steadiness and good discipline of the 6th Portuguese 
infantry, and two companies of the 60th regt., under Col, Ashworth, which formed the 
reserve to this attack. 

Our operations in this quarter were much favored by a diversion made by Lieut. Gen. 
Chowne, with the troops under his orders, against the castle of Mirabete, which succeeded 
in inducing the enemy to believe that we should not attack the forts near the bridge until 
we had forced the pass, and thus have made way for our artillery. The Lieut. General 
conducted this operation, as well as his former advance, entirely to my satisfaction. I regret 
much that the peculiar situation of Mirabete should have prevented my allowing the gal- 
lant corps under his orders to follow up an operation which they had commenced with 
much spirit, and were so anxious to complete ; but the possession of these forts would not 
have made amends for the valuable blood which must have been shed in taking them, 

I cannot too strongly express how much 1 am satisfied with the conduct of Major Gen. 
Howard through the whole of this operation, the most arduous part of which has fallen to 
his share ; and particularly with the manner in which he led his brigade to the assault. 
He was ably assisted by his staff, Brigade Major Wemyss, of the 50th, and Lieut. Bat- 
tersby, of the 23d light dragoons. To Major Gen. Long I am also indebted for his assist- 
ance, although his column was not immediately engaged. Lieut, Col. Stewart, and Major 
Harrison, of the 50th, and Major Cother, of the 7ist, commanded the three attacks, and 
led them in a most, gallant aud spirited manner. 

1 have received the greatest assistance from Lieut. Col. Dickson, of the Royal artillery,’ 
whom, with a brigade of 24 pounders, a company of British, and one of Portuguese artil- 
lery, your Lordship was pleased to put under my orders. Circumstances did not permit 
his guns to be brought into play, but his exertions, and those of his officers and men during 
the attack and destruction of the place, were unwearied. In the latter service, Lieut. 
Thiele, of the Royal German artillery, was blown up ; and we have to regret in him a 
most gallant officCT. He had particularly distinguished himself in the assault. Lieut, 
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qualities displayed by Lieut Gen. Sir B. Hill, in persevering in the line, 
and confining himself to the objects chalked out by his instructions, not- 
withstanding the various obstacles opposed to his progress. 

I have nothing to add to Lieut. Gen. Sir B. Hill’s report of the conduct 
of the officers and troops under his command, excepting to express my 
.concurrence in all he says in their praise. Too much cannot be said of 
the brave officers and troops who took by storm, without the assistance of 

^>V right, of the Royal Engineers, has also rendered me very essential service. He is a most 
intelligent, gallant, and meritorious officer ; and I must not omit also to mention Lieut. 
Hillier, of the 29th regt., whose knowledge of this part of the country (in which he has 
been for some time in observation) proved of great assistance. 

Your Lordship will observe from the retuni of ordnance and stores which I have the 
honor to enclose, that Almaraz has been considered by the enemy in the light of a most 
important station; and I am happy to state that its destruction has been most complete. 
The towers of masonry which were in forts Napoleon and Raguse have been entirely le- 
velled, the ramparts of both in great measure destroyed, and the whole apparatus of the 
bridge, together with the workshops, magazines, and every piece of timber which could be 
found, entirely destroyed, 

A color belonging to the 4tk batt. of the Corps Ef ranger was taken by the 71st regt,; 
and I shall have the honor of forwarding it to your Lordship. 

Our loss has not been severe, considering the circumstances under which the attack was 
made. I enclose a list of the killed and wounded. Capt. Candler, of the 50th regt., (the 
only officer killed in the assault,) has, I am sorry to say, left a large family to deplore his 
loss. He was one of the first to mount the ladder, and fell upon the parapet after giving a 
distinguished example to his men. 

I have had frequent occasions to mention to your Lordship, in terms of the highest praise, 
the conduct of Lieut. Col. Rooke, A. A. G. During the whole period I have had a sepa- 
rate command in this country, that officer has been with me, and rendered most essential 
service to my corps; on the present expedition he has eminently distinguished himself, and 
I beg leave particularly to notice his conduct. Your Lordship is also aware of the merits 
of Lieut. Col. Ofleney, my A. Q. M. G,, of whose valuable aid I have been deprived 
during the latter part of this expedition. Though labouring under severe illniss, he accom- 
panied me, to the serious detriment of his health, and until it was totally impracticable for 
him to proceed. Capt. Thorn, D. A. Q.M. G., succeeded to his duties, and J am indebted 
to him for his assistance, and also to Major Hill and my personal Stalf. 

The Marques de Almeida, member of the Junta of Estremadura, has done me the honor 
to accompany me since I have been in the province ; I have received from liim, as well as 
from the people, the most ready and effectual assistance which it was in their power to 
bestow. 

Major Currie, my aide de camp, will deliver to your Lordship this dispatch, and the 
color taken from the enemy, and will be able to give you any further particulars. 1 beg 
leave to recommend him to your Lordship. 

I enclose a Return of prisoners, in number 259, including the Governor, one Lieut, 
Colonel, and 15 officers. I also transmit a Return of provisions in the forts near the britlge, 
taken from one signed by the Chief of the French Commissariat, on the ISth May. 


Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, at the storm and capture of Fort Napoleon, 
and the enemy’s other works in the neighbourhood of Almaraz, on the morning of the 
19th May, 1812. 
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caBBon, sticli works as tlie eBemy’s forts on “botli banks of the Tagus, fully 
garrisoned, and in good order, and defended by 18 pieces of artillery. 

Your Lordship is aware that the road of Almaraz aiSords the only good 
military communication across the Tagus, and from the Tagus to the Gua- 
diana below Toledo. All the permanent bridges below the bridge of Arzo- 
bispo have been destroyed during the war by one or other of the helligerents, 
and the enemy have found it impossible to repair them. Their bridge, 
which Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill has destroyed, was one of boats ; and I doubt 
their having the means of replacing it, or that they will again form such 
an establishment at that point, however important it is to their objects, as 
that of which he has deprived them. 

The communications from the bridges of Arzobispo and Talavera to the 
Guadiana are very difficult, and cannot be deemed military communica- 
tions for a large army. The result then of Lieut. Gen. Sir R. HilFs expe- 
dition has been to cut off tbe shortest and best communication between the 
array of the South and the ‘ Armee de PorUtgal^ which, under existing cir- 
cumstances, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to re-establish. 

Nearly about the same time that the enemy^s troops, reported in my last 
dispatch to have moved into the Condado de Niebla, marched from Seville, 
it is reported that another considerable detachment, under Marshal Soult, 
went towards the blockade of Cadiz ; and it was expected that another 
attack was to he made on Tarifa, from which it appears that the enemy 
intended to divert the attention of the allies by a renewal of the bombard- 
ment of Cadiz, which was actually carried into execution on the 16th inst. 

It appears, however, that the enemy received early intelligence of Sir 
R. HilFs march. The troops under the command of Gen. Drouet made a 
movement to their left, and arrived upon the Guadiana at Medellin on the 
nth ; and on the 18th a detachment of the cavalry, under the command of 
the same General, drove in as far as Ribera the piquets of Lieut Gen. Sir 
W, Erskine’s division of cavalry, which had remained in Lower Estrema- 
clura with a part of the 2d division of infantry, and Lieut Gen. Hamilton’s 
division of infantry. Marshal Soult likewise moved from the blockade of 
Cadiz towards Cordova, and the troops which had marched from Seville 
into the Condado de Niebla returned to Seville nearly about the same time. 

As soon as Lieut. Gen. Sir T, Graliam was apprised of the movements 
of the enemy in Estremadura, he marched the 1st and 6th divisions, and 
part of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton’s division of cavalry, into that province j 
but Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill had attained his object on the 19th, and had 
retired to Truxillo, and was beyond all risk of being attacked by a supe- 
rior force on the 21st, and he has since arrived on the Guadiana at Merida. 

The enemy’s troops have retired into Cordova, and it is stated that 
Marshal Soult’ s head quarters have been moved to El Carpio, between 
Cordova and Andujar, and Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham’s troops have re- 
turned to their cantonments. 

Since the accounts have been received of Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill’s 
expedition, the enemy’s troops have likewise been put in motion in Old 
and New Castille. The 1st division, under Gen. Foy, and a division of 
the army of the Centre, under Gen. Darmagnac, crossed the Tagus by the 
bridge of Arzobispo on the 21st, and have moved by the road of Deleytosa, 
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to relieve or witMraw tlie post wHcla still reraained in tlie tower of 
Mirabete. The whole of the ^ Armee de PortugaV hme likewise made a 
movement to their left, the 2<1 division being on the Tagus f and Marshal 
Marmont’s head quarters have been removed from Salamanca to Fon- 
tiveros. 

By a letter from Sir H. Douglas of the 24th, I learn that the troops 
under Gen. Bonet, after having made two plundering excursions towards 
the frontiers of Galicia, had again entered the Asturias, and were on the 
11th in possession of Oviedo, Gijon, and Grade. In the mean time the 
troops under Gen. Mendizahal are in possession of the town of Burgos, the 
enemy still keeping the castle ; and in all parts of the country the boldness 
and activity of the chiefs of guerrillas are increasing, and their operations 
against the enemy are becoming daily more important. 

The measures for moving up the magazines of the army are still in 
progress. 

I forward this dispatch by Major Gurrie,* aide de camp to Lieut. Gen. 
Sir R. Hill, whom I beg leave to recommend to your Lordship’s notice 
and protection, * 

To H. R. H. the Commander in chief. Puente Guinaldo, 38th May, 1813. 

I have the honor to enclose to your Royal Highness the copy of my 
dispatch of this day’s date, and of its enclosures to the Sec. of States and 
the copy of a letter from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, in which he desires me 
to recommend to your Royal Highness’ notice the officers who have dis- 
tinguished themselves on the expedition to which his dispatch relates. I 
likewise enclose a sketch of the ground near the Tagus at Almaraz. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Puente Guinaldo, 2St]i May, 1813. 

You will be as well pleased as I am with Gen. Hill's success, which 
certainly would have been still more satisfactory if he had taken the 
garrison of Mirabete, which he would have done if Gen. Chowne had got 
on a little better in the night of the 16th, and if Sir W. Erskine had not 
alarmed him, by informing him that Soult’s whole army were in move- 
ment, and in Eatremadura. Sir Rowland, therefore, according to his in- 
structions came hack on the 21st, whereas, if he had stayed a day or two, 
he would have brought his heavy howitzers to bear on the castle, and he 
could either have stormed it under their fire, or the garrison would have 
surrendered. 

But notwithstanding all that has passed I cannot prevail upon the 
General officers to feel a little confidence in their situation. They take 
alarm at the least movement of the enemy, and then spread the alarm and 
interrupt every thing ; and the extraordinary circumstance is that if they 
are not in command they are stout as any private soldiers in the army. 

Your Lordship will observe that I have marked some paragraphs in 
Hill’s report not to he published. My opinion is that the enemy must 
evacuate the tower of Mirabete; and indeed it is useless to keep that 
post, unless they have another bridge, which I doubt. But if they see 
that we entertain a formidable opinion of the strength of Mirabete, they 
Afterwards killed at Waterloo. 
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Mill keep their garrison there, which might he inconyement to us here- 
after, if we should wish to establish there our own bridge. 

I enclose z. Madrid Gazette^ in which you will see a curious descrip- 
tion of the state of King Joseph’s authority, and his affairs in general, 
from the most authentic sources. 

P.S. I enclose the last morning state. 

To His Excellency C, Stuaxt. Fuente Guinaldo, 29tli May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 25th, and with every desire to oblige 
Bon E. Bardaxi, I am very sorry that I cannot comply with his request 

The magazines of the army in Elvas and Badajoz are required to 
enable the army not only to carry on their operations, but to remain in 
Estremadura at all. If these magazines were given over to the garrison 
of Badajoz, the place would fall for want of the necessary support. 

There is but one remedy for the inconvenience felt, and that is, for the 
Marques cle Monsalud to oblige the towns in Estremadura to send their 
means of transport to Alcacer do Sal, to remove to Badajoz the provisions 
which Don E. Bardaxi is desirous of sending to that place. 

To Tieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guiiialdo, 30th May, 1812, 9 a.m, 

I enclose two newspapers received yesterday from Sir H. Douglas, con- 
taining accounts of Mr. Perceval’s death, and of proceedings in Parlia- 
ment on that event. I beg you to send them on to my brother, when 
you shall have read them. If you send them to Seiior de los Barcenas, 
at Badajoz, he will forward them by the Spanish post to Cadiz. There 
is nothing new here. 

I enclose a paper from Salamanca. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton, Fuente Guinaldo, 30th May, 1812. 

I have perused Major Gen. Hulse’s confidential reports of the state of 
the regiments of his brigade ; and I observe in the reports of the Courts 

Martial of the 61st regt., it is stated that there are 5 men, , , 

^ and , whose punishment is ‘ remitted, to depend upon 

their future behaviour.’ This appears to me to be irregular. 

It is impossible that these soldiers can he put on duty in the situation 
of convicted criminals; and I conclude that the Commanding officer does 
not propose to make their punishment depend upon their behaviour while 
in confinement. These men should have been either punished or par- 
doned; hut as I should imagine they have been on duty since they were 
convicted of the crimes with which they were severally charged, they 
ought now to he pardoned ; and this irregular practice must be avoided 
in future. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 30tb May, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 26th, enclosing one of the 4th from 
Lord Castlereagh, regarding the Portuguese account. 

Q Fueute Guinaldo, 29tii May, 1812. 

1. 1'he Commander of the Forces has great pleasure in communicating to the army the 
resolutions of the Houses of Lords and Commons, approving of the conduct of the Genemi 
officers, officers) and troops employed id the siege and storm of Badajoz. 
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I concur with you in thinking that the Portuguese government ought 
to have credit for the money for which Mr. Villiers refused to give them 
credit in 1809. They undoubtedly maintained many more than the sti- 
pulated number of troops, whether Da Costa can furnish the regular 
vouchers or not. 

Mr. Bissett has the accounts of issues prepared, I believe, to the end 
of the year, with every thing excepting prices, which I have desired him 
to calculate and add to the document, and I hope you will have it in a 
few days. I know nothing of the receipts of the Portuguese government 
of articles of military equipment from England, or their prices. There 
will be to be added, a demand from Mr. Murray for supplies delivered 
before 1810, when Mr. Kennedy took charge, which came to me, but 
without prices, and I sent it back to have the prices included. 

To die Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 30th May, 1812. 

In transmitting to your Lordship a duplicate of my dispatch (No. 14) 
of the 11th Feb., I beg leave to request that you will be pleased to give 
directions that the scythes for which I then made application should he 
sent to Lisbon without loss of time, as otherwise they will arrive too late 
for the object for which they were intended. 

To Lieut. Col. Bichson, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 31st May, 1812, 10 a.m. 

I received last night your letter of the 28th. We mus( have in this 
part of the country immediately the 6 howitzers, and as many spherical 
case (principally) as you can carry ; and after the spherical case as many 
common shells. I shall have 24 pounder shot and powder ready here, 
and means to move both, which will answer our purpose. 

1 want this equipment here now for a particular purpose, and when that 
purpose is accomplished, we must dispose of it somewhere till it can he 
got pi'operly in order to follow the army. You know best how many 
waggons you want, and you will give such directions as you may think 
necessary to have them prepared and properly fitted for this equipment ; 
the nearer to the army the better. 

In respect to the draft for your waggons, Sir W. Beresford says that if 
you will write to Gen. Rosa, and point out to him where your waggons 
will be found fitted and prepared, he will send the mules to bring them 
up to you. Let Gen. Rosa know the number of mules you will require. 

The company of British artillery is to remain with you. It is abso- 
lutely necessary that you should cross the Tagus at Alcantara, as soon as 
the bridge there is ready. 

I shall give orders that* you may find provisions on this side of the 
Tagus. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812. 

My attention has been called in a very particular manner to the 

G. Fuente Guinaldo, 31st May, 1812. 

Lieut. - of the — , having absconded from his billet at Lisbon, is, when found, to 
be placed in close arrest. 
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expenses at Cadiz, to the extravagant amount of wMcb it is absoliitelj 
necessary to fix some ‘bounds. 

The troops at Cadiz are a part of this army, and the departments at 
Cadiz are branches of the same departments here. They should corre- 
spond constantly with the heads of departments here, and keep the latter 
acquainted with the state of the demands upon them, and of their 
expenses ; but instead of that, I was concerned to learn from Mr. Bissett 
this day, that Mr. O’Meara had not obeyed an order which Mr. Bissett 
had recently transmitted to him, to send to the army 3 officers belonging 
to the Commissariat department at Cadiz. I beg that you will see that 
he obeys this order forthwith; and in future, he is to lay before you 
every order which he shall receive from the Conamissary Gen., and I 
request you to see that he obeys them, unless you should have good reason 
to believe that obedience would be inconvenient to the service. 

I beg to have for the month of July, estimates of the expenses at Cadiz, 
Tarifa, and Carthagena, severally, under the following heads : 

Ordinaries. 

Extraordinaries. 


Under the latter head, I request 
the following expenses : 
Commissariat salaries. 

Stall* paid by the Commissariat. 

B^t and Forage. 

Provisions. 

Forage. 

Means of Transport. 

Hospitals. 

Works by the Engineers. 


to have distinguished the amount of 

Supplies purchased for the Engi- 
neers. 

Supplies purchased for the troops. 

Expenses not classed under the 
foregoing heads, of which a ge- 
neral enumeration must be re- 
turned, including the sum fur- 
nished monthly to the ordnance. 


I request to have likewise an estimate of the quantity of provisions and 
forage which can be purchased by bills upon England at each place ; or 
can he procured by contracts entered into in Great Britain and Ireland. 
I beg that these estimates may be accompanied by returns of the quantities 
of provisions, forage, and military equipments in the Commissariat stores 
at each place, on the 20th June; and by returns of the number of persons 
receiving rations of provisions and forage at each place. 

I request that in future, similar returns, and similar estimates, may be 
made up between the 20th and 30th of each month, for the following 
month; and that it should be stated opposite each head of expense, 
whether it has exceeded, during the current month, the amount estimated 
for the same in the preceding month. I beg also to know, to what period 
the troops and staff are paid. 

I earnestly entreat your attention to keep down the expenses at Cadiz, 
Tarifa, and Carthagena, as far as may he in your power. 


To Major Gen. Cooke. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 21st May, upon the state of the 
works at Tarifa ; and as you appear, upon a view of the place, to he of 
opinion that the possession of the town is important to the possession of 
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the island, I "bave no objection to measures, reasonable in amount of 
expense, being adopted to improve the works of the town. At the same 
time, it ia necessary that the Spanish government should employ a suf- 
ficient and a proper garrison to secure the place, in addition to the troops 
which may be employed by His Majesty. 

In regard to the payment of the expenses for these works, as I before 
stated, it is no business of yours or mine, and you must refer it to His 
Majesty’s Minister. If you are of opinion that the money is laid out on 
objects not deserving the expense, or that it is not laid out at all for the 
objects for which it is given, you must represent your opinion to His 
Majesty’s Ambassador. 

Not only the British government, but the Spanish government and 
nation, are most materially interested in curtailing every expenditure of 
money in that part of the Peninsula - as every shilling spent there is 
taken from the military chest of this army, and diminishes so much the 
means it would have of rendering service to the cause. 

It is my opinion, from the knowledge I have of the mode in which 
works are generally performed by Spanish officers and soldiers, that no 
money ought to he paid through the former to the latter ; that an English 
officer should be charged with the disbursement of the money, even when 
given to the Spanish government as loans for the purpose of constructing 
certain works ; and that the English officer should be directed to see that 
adequate work was performed, before he gave their day’s payment to ahy 
soldier or party of soldiers. This is the way in which the soldiers of this 
army are worked ; and the Spanish officers and soldiers could not complain 
of an arrangement founded on a clear principle of natural justice ; viz., 
that no man should be paid, excepting he should perform adequate work. 

If the Spanish engineers should propose to perform works of which you 
don’t approve, and should require British assistance for the performance 
of those works, you should likewise make your representation to His 
Majesty’s Ambassador on that subject ; who will, of course, decline to 
give such assistance, 

I beg to recommend that the works of the town of Tarifa may he 
mined in different places, in order to be effectually destroyed in case it 
should be necessary for the garrison to retire to the island. In regard to 
the works carrying on upon the island, the only thing to which I object 
is the expensive mode of executing them. Although I am decidedly of 
opinion, that when works are to be executed, the largest view should be 
taken of their object j and that every day’s work should he carried on on 
a systematic plan, having some great object in view ; it does not appear 
to me to be necessary that all works should be constructed in an equally 
permanent and expensive manner. 

I acknowledge that 1 don’t see the use of the casemates and the works 
revetted in masonry on the island of Tarifa. 

1st ; The expense of works in earth, although probably in the end the 
largest, is at first infinitely the smallest ; and works in earth are equally 
good, if not better for defence, than those revetted in masonry. They 
have, besides, the advantage of being finished at an earlier period; and I 
have to observe in respect to the works on the island of Tarifa, that it is 
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to be hoped that the occasion for them will cease long before tne expense 
of constructing them in earth will be felt by the British goTernment. 

2dly; Adverting to the means which the enemy possess, and the pro- 
bability which exists that they will make a formidable attack by 
bombardment on the island of Tarifa, I doubt the necessity of construct- 
ing casemates for the troops. 

Troops are well protected from the eiOfects even of the heaviest fire of 
shells, by what are called blindages ; the expense of which is trifling in 
comparison with that of casemates, and these buildings have the advantage 
of being easily moved from one place to another. 

I beg you to turn your attention to these suggestions; and to do every 
thing in your power to curtail the expenses at Tarifa, as far as may he 
consistent with the necessary defence of the place. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812, 9 p.m* 

I enclose the description of a spy, to which it may be well to pay 
some attention. 

Thinking it probable from your letter of the 28th, that Foy would 
move off again immediately, I did not send you any answer to it, nor to 
the others on the same subject The dispatches are gone, and I hope 
that Currie got down to Lisbon in good health, and that he will have taken 
with him the colors. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guiiialdo, 1st June, 1813, 10 p.m. 

I enclose a letter from Ruman, containing the last account from Sala- 
manca ; from which you will see that Marmont has returned there. I 
learn from a muleteer, that he did so suddenly, after receiving a courier 
from Joseph. 

I likewise enclose a letter from my brother, and some enclosures. You 
will see that was terribly misinformed respecting Soult. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812. 

I enclose my last dispatch ; and I see from the information in your 
letter of the 23d, that I had been misinformed respecting the movements 

of Soult. Indeed, I must say that — ’s intelligence during the 

whole period of Hill’s absence upon the expedition to the Tagus did us a 
great deal of mischief. 

I intend to attack Marmont, and expect to he able to march next week. 
It is possible that tbe whole army of the south may he thrown upon Hill 
while I shall be so employed, and Ballesteros should he prepared to exe- 
cute the old project upon Seville ; and the army of Murcia to move upon 
Andujar and Cordova, if not occupied by Suchet. 

If Soult should attack Tarifa, Hill shall move upon Cordova, &:c., and 
do every thing in his power to create a diversion in favor of Gen. Balles- 
teros, unless it should be necessary that he should cover my flank, which 
does not appear probable ; and the army of Murcia should in that case 
likewise get on upon the Guadalquivir. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812. 

I have long had in contemplation the means of obtaming mteliigence 
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froTxi distant and various parts of the Peninsula, and I had settled a plan 
with that view with our principal correspondent at Salamanca, who is cer- 
tainly the hest of the whole class. 

In searching for correspondents at Madrid, he has fallen in with the 
persons with whom you correspond in that city, and I enclose an extract 
of his letter regarding them. I rather believe it would he the best mode, 
as it certainly would the cheapest, to confine their correspondence to one 
channel ; and T shall he obliged to you if you will let me know whether 
1 shall tell them so through my Salamanca friend, and direct them to send 
tlieir letters through him in future. I beg of you also to enable me to 
give an answer respecting the missing messenger adverted to, and the 
letter. 

If you should determine that this correspondence shall come in future 
by Salamanca, there is no occasion to say any thing on the subject to — — , 
who was only a receiver of the letters. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812. 

I received your letter of the 28th. I have no objection to Mr^ Bur- 
ford’s making a panorama of Badajoz, and I enclose a letter to Lieut. 
Col. Sir B. Fletcher, who is there repairing the works, to request him to 
give him every information and assistance. He had better go there as 
soon as he can. 

I have ordered the Commissary Gen. to give the Portuguese govern- 
ment 150,000 dollars in June, notwithstanding our own distresses, and the 
urgency of demands for money ; but I hope they will pay this money to 
the troops with the army. 

P.S. Fill up the blank in my letter to Sir B. Fletcher, with the name 
of the gentleman ; as in your letter you call him Burford^ and in Mr. 
Hamilton’s he is called Barker. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter which I have received 
from the Consul General, Mr. Duff, at Cadiz, to which I request to call 
your Lordship’s attention, in which you will see described the difficulties 
in our way in raising money for this army, in consequence of the extrava- 
gant rate of exchange in the Mediterranean and Gibraltar. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 1st June, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Sir W. Beresford and its enclosure, being one 
from the office of Military Accounts to the Paymaster of the 1st batt. 
— “ foot, directing that ‘ the pay of officers belonging to the British army, 
permitted to serve in the Portuguese army, is to be issued to them under 
a similar restriction to that which has been prescribed in the case of officers 
holding more than one military appointment under the British govern- 
ment;’ and as some of these officers receive their pay from the Treasurer 
of the ‘ Aids,’ under warrants from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, I request 
to know whether it is the intention of government that this regulation 
sliould be enforced, and from what period. 
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To t!ie Earl ofIa7eipol. FaenteGuinaldo, 1st June, 1812, 

In consequence of a demand made by tbe Spanisb government, in tbe 
month of January last, for assistance to enable them to work the foundries 
on the Isla de Leon, for the supply of guns and shot for the works on the 
Isla and at Cadiz, I directed that certain returns should he made out, in 
order to enable His Majesty’s government to judge of tbe expediency of 
defraying the expense of these foundries, or of supplying from England 
the articles expected to be supplied by them; and I now enclose the 
returns received, in which your Lordship will see an account of the 
demand of ordnance and shot for Cadiz and the Isla only, and the expense 
to be incurred in supplying that demand from the foundries at Cadiz, and 
the time which will elapse before it is supplied. Your Lordship will 
observe that the estimate does not include the expense of iron, which 
must sooner or later be incurred, as the supplies of old iron in the stores 
cannot be inexhaustible ; and no estimate is formed of the expense which 
must be incurred to supply the other demands for the Spanish service, 
besides those for tbe works on the Isla and at Cadiz. 

Upon this paper, however, your Lordship may be able to form a judg- 
ment of the expediency of defraying the expense of keeping up the 
foundries, or of sending the articles provided by them from England, as a 
mere question of expense. In this view, however, it may not be proper 
to decide it by referring solely to the account of sums to be expended in 
supplying the articles from England, or in manufacturing them at Cadiz, 
as I beg leave to remind your Lordship that every shilling spent at Cadiz 
deprives the military chest of this army of so much, which, if it were 
here, w^ould render it more efficient. It may likewise be an object to 
encourage the iron manufacturers in England, by giving them the supply 
of this demand. 

On the other hand, it must be recollected that if the workmen at the 
Spanish foundry are not employed on the Isla, they will find their way to 
the French arsenals on the opposite coast, and at Seville. But as, from 
the mode of recruiting the French armies, they are never in want of work- 
men in any trade, or of any description, I don't believe we should supply 
them with means which they don’t already possess, if all the workmen in 
the Spanish foundries were sent over to them. 

I certainly think that some measures ought to be taken to supply the 
Spanish government with the quantity of ordnance, shot, and shells, stated 
by Lieut. Col. Duncan ; but, adverting to the nature and extent of the 
works at Cadiz and the Isla, and to the improbability that an army can be 
brought against those works, under existing circumstances, capable of car- 
rying on an attack upon them which can at all he deemed general, I con- 
sider his calculation of the quantity of shot required for the works to be 
extravagant. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Fuente GuinaUo, 2d June, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 24th, in regard to the letter to be 
written to the guerrilla chiefs, with the swords and pistols to be presented 
to them in my name. 

I have found that the shortest and most simple mode of expression is the 
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most agreeable tbe Spaniards, and has most effect; and it appears that, 
particularly since the assembly of the Cortes, they have felt that they were 
to look for their happiness in the independence oftheir country, rather than 
in the internal institutions. If, therefore, the letter is to be written to 
them in my name, I request that they may be informed that I obey with 
great satisfaction the commands of H.R.H. the Prince Regent, in trans- 
mitting to them these presents, as a small mark of the estimation in which 
their conduct is held by His Royal Highness, and by His Majesty’s sub- 
jects in general ; in having, notwithstanding the reverses of all the regular 
armies in Spain, the misfortunes of the country, and in the face of diffi- 
culties of all descriptions, continued to maintain successfully the contest 
against the enemy. That I, having been employed by His Majesty in the 
Peninsula since the commencement of the contest for the independence of 
the nations inhabiting this part of the world, have been fully aware of the 
difficulties of their situation, and of the benefit which the cause has derived 
from their constant perseverance and valor; and that I trust that the ap- 
plause which their conduct has gained, of which what is now sent them is 
a small token, the consciousness that they have done their duty, and the 
hopes which there are now good grounds for entertaining, that their labors 
and exertions will be crowned by the attainment of their object, the inde- 
pendence and the happiness of their country, will be their inducement for 
continuing, and, if possible, increasing their exertions. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir R. Fletcher, Bart., ItE. Fuente Guinaldo, 2d June, 1812. 

I received your letter of the 27th, respecting letting the water of the 
Guadiana into the ditch of Badajoz. It is obvious that we can do nothing 
effectual tiU the period at which the river will probably rise, and it may 
be as well to leave the work alone till other matters shall be finished. 

I should wish to know from you whether the Spaniards have yet placed 
a garrison in Badajoz, and whether the Spanish soldiers perform any work. 

I am anxious to have our bridge so arranged that we can make use of it 
if I should want it ; and wishing it to consist of 36 pontoons, I have desired 
Mr. Bissett to have bullocks at Abrantes, to draw up the 6 pontoons which 
are there, to S. "Vicente, where the others are. 

I should wish the whole then to be kept collected at S. Vicente, com- 
plete in all its parts, with the bullocks attached to it, and the seamen 
ready to start at a short notice to wherever it may he ordered. 

I beg you to order up the 6 pontoons to S. Vicente as soon as the bul- 
locks will he ready to draw them ; and that you will communicate with the 
officer in charge of the boats respecting their being complete in equip- 
ments of all descriptions, and let me know whether they will require any 
additional seamen. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 2d June, 1812. 

In consequence of your letter informing me that you intended to allow 
me to dispose of ^*200, 000 sterling of the money applicable to the service 
of Spain, and having taken into consideration the distressed situation of 
the troops in the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, and of the division under 
the command of Don Carlos de Espana, I determined to make an advance 



of a part of tKeir pay to those troops, out of the sum above meBtioned; 
and having called for a return of their effective numbers, and of the pay 
of each rank, I gave Don Carlos de Espana a warrant upon the Commissary 
Gen. for the sum of 12,675 dollars, 19 reales^ and 32 maravedu. I en* 
close copies of 2 letters which I wrote to Don Carlos de Espana upon this 
occasion, containing the conditions on which I should continue to make 
these payments, and the copy of his answer, I propose to carry this sum 
of 12,675 dollars to account against the sum of 158,000 dollars which your 
Excellency has sent to Lisbon to be at my disposal for the service of the 
Spanish government. 

No call has yet been made upon me for assistance for the troops in Es* 
tremadura; and if none should be made, the sum which you have sent will 
last for those in this quarter for 5 months. 

To Lieut G«n. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d June, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I enclose the only intelligence which I have received. 

Foy has returned towards Arzobispo ; hut I don’t know whether he has 
crossed the Tagus, or what his subsequent movement will he; nor have I 
heard yet that the 2d division has returned into Castille. 

Bonet is certainly gone into the Asturias, so that Marmont’s force is a 
good deal dispersed ; and I think it prohahle he will not risk an action, but 
will fall back towards Burgos, by Sabagun, &c., keeping his communica- 
tion with Bonet. This appears to be the line chalked out for him by his 
instructions from Paris. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d June, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 29th May, enclosing one of the same 
date from Capt. Gillard, of the Sabrina. 

The sum of 158,000 dollars, which Capt. Gillard brought from Cadiz to 
be disposed of by me, which Mr. Pipon received, is His Majesty’s money, 
and assigned to me by His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz to be employed 
in a particular manner. 

Mr. Pipon ought to have given Capt. Gillard the usual certificate, to 
enable him to receive in England the freight usually paid on the transport 
of the King’s money ; and I have given directions that he may rectify this 
error, and give Capt. Gillard a certificate that he has received from on 
board the Sabrina the sum of 158,000 dollars. 

To the Eaii of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d June, 1812. 

The troops are in march towards this part of the country, and I hope 
to have them collected on the Agueda by the 8th or 9th. The magazines 
in Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo are tolerably well supplied. 

Marshal Marmont has again moved his head quarters to Salamanca, 
and the troops which had marched from thence when he moved his head 
quarters to Fontiveros, have returned. The troops, which I reported in 
my letter of the 28th had moved from the bridge of Arzobispo, by the 
road of Deleytosa, arrived at Truxillo on the 26th, but they retired again 
on the 28th, by the road by which they advanced. I have not heard of 
their having moved from Arzobispo, nor that the 2d division had moved 
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from Takvera. I find that I was misinformed respecting the movements 
of Marshal Soult, as reported in my last dispatch. He was still at the 
blockade of Cadiz on the 25th. 

The troops in the Condado de Niebla had been moved to Seville, how- 
ever, as therein stated. And I believe the officers attached to the head 
tjnarters of the army of the South are removed from Seville to El Carpio, 
and part of the Marshars baggage, Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill has taken 
the position south of the Guadiana, which he occupied previous to his 
inarch upon the bridge of Almaraz. 

To the Harl of Liverpool. Paente Giiinaldo, 3d June, 1813. 

In the list of officers whom I considered to be entitled to the medal for 
the assault and capture of Ciudad Rodrigo, which I transmitted to your 
Lordship on the 13th ult., I included Capt, Mitchell of the 95th regt., 
under the supposition that he had the distinct command of the detachment 
of the 2d batt. of that corps ; but as I have since understood that the 2 
companies of which he had charge were attached to, and acting imme- 
diately under the orders of Major Cameron, commanding the 1st batt., I 
beg to acquaint your Lordship that I donT consider Capt. Mitchell to be 
entitled to the distinction of a medal on this occasion, and therefore re- 
commend that his name should he erased from the list. 

To tbe Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guiualdo, 3d June, 1812. ' 

I have the honor to enclose a list of officers entitled to the distinction 
of a medal for the siege and capture of Badajoz; and a return of the 
officers of the Adj. and Q, M. G.’s department who (with the exception of 
Lieut. Col. De Lancey, the D. Q. M. G.) were serving as Assistants in 
those departments, and attached to divisions in the battles of Roli^a and 
Vimeiro, Talavera, and Busaco. 

To tho Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 3d June, 1812. 

I am very sorry to have to inform you that Dr. M‘Grigor has told me 
that he has great reason to apprehend that Sir T. Graham will, in a short 
time, be obliged to quit the army. He has a disorder in his eyes, one of 
which it is most probable he will lose; and the sight of the other, if he 
should, retain it, will be very defective. I have not seen Sir T. Graham 
since I left Estremadura in April, when he was in very good health ; and 
‘ he has not mentioned to me the disorder in his eyes. But I have heard 
of it from others ; and Dr. M'Grigor has his information from the me- 
dical gentleman who attends him. 

I mention the circumstance ta your Lordship, in case you should think 
it proper to make provision for the event of any accident happening to 
prevent me from continuing to hold the command. The officer next to 
me after Sir T. Graham is Sir S. Cotton, and after Sir Stapleton, Sir R. 
Hill, and next to him Sir W. Beresford. As far as I am concerned, I 
certainly should prefer that no officer should be sent out. There are few 
officers who understand the situation of the officer second in command 
of these arnaies. Unless he should be posted to command a division of 
cavalry or infantry, and perform that duty, he has really, on ordinary 
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occasions, ootMng 1x) and at the same time that Ms opinion relie res 
me hut little from responsibility, and that after all I must act according 
to my own judgment in case of a difference of opinion : there are hut 
few officers who should be sent from England as second in command, 
who would not come here with opinions formed, probably on very bad 
grounds, and with very extravagant pretensions. To this add, that when 
necessary to detach a body of troops in any situation, hut few would he 
satisfied to remain with the detachment, unless indeed it should consist of 
nearly the whole army. If, therefore, Sir T. Graham should be obliged 
to go home, I am not desirous of having any body sent to fill his situation, 
as far as I am concerned. 

Sir S. Cotton commands the cavalry very well; and I am convinced 
that we shall go on better if nobody is sent to replace Sir T. Graham. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, 4th June, 181^ 

I enclose a letter just received from Pereira, from which it appears 
that Foy, as well as Clausel, are marching into Castille. 

I have ordered a day’s halt for the troops, as Sir Stapleton did not re- 
ceive the orders in time, and did not march till the day after we expected 
he would. I have a letter from Col. Dickson, of the 1st June, and he 
had received the instructions which I sent him the day I found that you 
had moved the 6th. division back to their old cantonments. 

To Deut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Puente Gumaldo, 5th June, 1812, 9 a.k. . 

I enclose a letter received last night from Pereira, confirming the re- 
port of the movement of the 1st and 2d divisions into Castille. You 
will see likewise that it is probable that Mirahete is evacuated and de- 
stroyed. I likewise enclose a letter from Salamanca, and one containing 
reports of the state of things on the Tormes. I likewise enclose a letter 
from my brother, with some very interesting intercepted letters. 

I have a letter from the Governor of Gibraltar, stating what is most 
extraordinary, viz., that there are only eleven thousand 24 pound shot at 
Gibraltar 1 So that I am much afraid that Lord W. Bentinck will be 
disappointed in his expectations of being supplied from thence. I ex- 
pected to have fitted him out with not less than forty 24 pounders from 
thence, for which I have sent some of the guns and all the carriages. 
But every day’s experience convinces me that our military machine is 
very ill arranged, and that there is no depending upon it for any thing. 
Who would believe that in the great fortress of Gibraltar, wMch is be- 
sides a naval arsenal, from which the ships of war receive supplies of 
shot, there are only eleven thousand 24 pound shot? I dare say I shall 
find the stores equally deficient in powder. 

To Major Gen. Cooke. Puente GuinaMo, 5tb June, 1812. 

I beg that, on the receipt of this letter, you will apply to the Admiral 
for a vessel to take to Gibraltar 20,000 English 24 pound shot, which 
you will have put on board of her. TJhese shot are to be placed at the 
disposal of the Governor of Gibraltar, to fit out an equipment of ordnance, 
respecting which I have addressed Ms Excellency. You will be so kind 
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as to allow no time to be lost in the execution of this order ; and yoti 
will apprise tbe Governor of Gibraltar of tbe receipt of it, and of the 
progress of embarking the shot by every opportunity. 

To Xient Gen. Campbell, Gibraltar, Fuente Guinaldo, f*th June, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22d May. 

In consequence of the Sec. of State having apprised me that it was the 
intention of His Majesty’s government that a force under the command of 
Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck should he employed on the Eastern coast 
of the Peninsula during the summer, I considered it my duty to do every 
thing in my power to forward the objects of government. Accordingly, 
I sent to Gibraltar the different equipments and troops referred to in my 
letters to your Excellency of the 19th April, the 10th, 11th, and 2'Ith 
May, of the last of which I have already sent a duplicate; and I now 
enclose duplicates of those of the 10th and 11th, lest they should not 
have reached your Excellency when you shall have received this letter. 
I likewise enclose the extract of a letter which I wrote to Lord Mulgrave 
on the 15th April, which will show you that the Master General and 
Board of Ordnance will expect that the means in possession of the ord- 
nance in the garrison of Gibraltar shall be employed in carrying into 
execution the intentions of His Majesty’s government in respect to the 
expedition under the command of Lord W. Bentinck, as far as they 
will go. 

After having communicated this information and those papers in one 
view to your Excellency, you and the officers of the ordnance in the 
garrison of Gibraltar must he the best judges whether any proportion, or 
what proportion, of the 24 pound shot in the garrison of Gibraltar ought 
to be embarked with a view to carry into effect the intentions of His 
Majesty’s government. 

The total demand of round shot for the thirty nine 24 pounders is 
31,200, at 800 rounds for each gun ; and the troops at Cadiz being under 
my command, and I being responsible for the safety of that place, I have 
ordered that twenty thousand 24 pound round shot may be sent to Gib- 
raltar immediately, to he at your Excellency’s disposal for the purposes 
of this equipment. 

I propose, besides, to send from this country 5000 more, notwithstand- 
ing that the late services here have exhausted the stores of all the garrisons 
in this part of the Peninsula, and that it is not impossible that they may 
have occasion for the use of them. There will still, however, be a 
deficiency which it is advisable should be provided from the stores of 
Gibraltar. 

To Vice Adro. the Hon. G. Berkeley. Fneiite Guinaldo, 5th June, 1812. 

It is desirable that transports to convey the number of troops stated in 
my letter of the 15th April, should he sent to the eastern coast of the 
Peninsula for the object stated in that letter, as soon as it may be con- 
venient. > 

I enclose a letter for His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz, who will let 
the officer in command of this fleet of transports know for what number 
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of troops lie is to station transports at Alicante and in Majorca respect- 
iTely, or whether he is to send the whole to one place. I am obliged to 
refer to His Majesty’s Ambassador on this subject, as the Spanish go?em« 
ment had not decided, according to the last accounts on this subject, 
whether any troops were to proceed from Alicante, or how many from 
Majorca, 

Sir H. Wellesley will likewise have orders prepared for the officers 
commanding at those places respectively, to embark the troops when 
Lord W. Bentinck shall send for them. 

I send him a duplicate of the enclosed letter, and request that the 
orders may be ready to be sent off as soon as the fleet of transports shall 
appear in the offing. 

In regard to the sailing of these transports from the places at which 
they will take on board the troops, and their destination when they sail, 
that must depend upon Yice Adm. Sir E. Pellew, and Lieut. Gen. Lord 
W. Bentinck ; and I request you will give directions to the officer who 
may command this fleet of transports, or any division of them, to proceed 
to the ulterior destination, when the Spanish troops are on board, accord- 
ing to the orders which he will receive from Adm. Sir E. Pellew, or 
Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck. It is desirable that the tonnage should 
be calculated at one ton and a half for each man, as it is probable that 
the numbers will exceed 6000 men. 

To Lieut. Col. Sir R. Fletcher, Bart., R.E. Fuente Guinaldo, 5th June, 181^, 9 p.m. 

I have received your letter of the 2d inst. It is very necessary that 
we should be quite certain of finishing every thing we have in hand, or 
have recommended to the Marques de Monsalud, at Badajoz, before you 
come away ; but after requesting you would attend to this opinion in 
fixing the period for your departure, I have no objection to leaving it to 
vourself. You will go on with the works already directed by me at our 
expense, till the Marques de Monsalud shall supply you with money. If 
he should supply you with money, you will then point out to him the 
state of the works, and the expense remaining to be incurred to complete 
each ; and those estimated for under the heads Nos, 6, 7, and 10, in the 
estimate forwarded in your letter of the 17th May. If he should supply 
you with money for the whole, you will begin Nos. 6, 7, and 10. Next 
to that work, I conceive that a wet ditch to be brought as far as is prac- 
ticable is the most important work to he executed. Next to that the 
completion of any one of the ravelins that you may prefer. If the 
Marques de Monsalud should give money only to complete the works 
estimated for in Nos. 6, 7, and 10, I have no objection to continue those 
ordered by me at our expense. 

1 beg you will let me know whether the Spaniards have any and what 
troops in the garrison, as I want to get the Portuguese troops away. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 5th June, 1812. 

I enclose the duplicate of a letter which I addressed you this day, the 
original of which you will receive from an officer of the navy; and the 
copy of a letter which I have written to Adm. Berkeley. 
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I beg tliat you will endeavor to have the orders referred to in the 
enclosed letters prepared to be sent off to the fleet, when it shall appear in 
the offing of CMiz, 

Ti) the Et, Hon, Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente Gumaldo, 5tb June, 1812. 

The officer who will deliver this letter is the commanding officer of a 
fleet of transports, proceeding to the Eastern coast of the Peninsula, with 
a view to take in Spanish troops at Alicante and Majorca, for the proposed 
service under the command of Lieut Gen. Lord W. Bentinck. 

I request you to let this officer know whether any and how many troops 
will embark at Alicante, and how many at Majorca, in order that he may 
distribute the transports under his charge accordingly. I request, like- 
wise, that you will give him the orders, or duplicates to, the officers 
commanding at these stations, to embark the troops destined for this 
expedition, when Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck shall send to him; and 
to sail in these transports to the destination pointed out by his Lordship, 
or by Adm. Sir E. Pellew, for the rendezvous of the fleet and army. 

The transports are calculated for 6000 men, one ton and a half for 
each man ; and they will hold with convenience 9000 men for a short 
voyage. 

Tu His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 5th June, 1812. 

I received your letter of the 1st inst, and I am happy to find that you 
are satisfied that the government are disposed to reform the abuses of the 
Custom House. I am quite convinced that the revenue of the Customs 
on imports and exports of Lisbon and Oporto, if honestly collected and 
accounted for, would alone nearly cover the deficit. The export of wines 
from Oporto is enormous : just call for an account of the duties paid in 
the year 1811. 

I expect an account of the real value of exports to Portugal from Great 
Britain and Ireland, under the different heads, in the year 1811, which 
will serve to show what the revenue of the crown of Portugal ought to 
have been last year, for customs on British produce only. 

I have no doubt of the interest which different individuals take in the 
continuance of the abuses, nor of their efforts to prevent all reform. The 
person who mentioned to Sir W. Beresford that the man employed to 
superintend the Customs, and to detect and suggest the reformation of 

abuses, owed his appointment to a job, was , The report never 

reached me in any manner, excepting through Sir W. Beresford, and - — — 
— was his authority. But I have generally found ’s infor- 

mation erroneous on all subjects. 

I differ entirely from Senhor Nogueira in regard to the collection of 
the income tax. 600 contos, or even double that sum, will he far from 
the truth of the profits of the mercantile class in Lisbon and Oporto 
alone; and I shall never be satisfied with the collection of that tax till it 
he collected in the way it is on us in England. Why is the rich mer- 
chant in Portugal, the only class in the Kingdom which has gained, and 
gained immensely, by the war, to be the class exempted from hearing its 
burthens? Because the government are not equal to their situation* 
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because they dare not meet the unpopularity of forcing people to pay 
what they ought. 

Let the following experiment be tried in Lisbon and Oporto, and I 
shall be satisfied; and I will bear all the odium of the measure, and all 
the blame if it should not be successful, provided it is sincerely carried 
into execution. 


Both cities are divided into barrios. Let there be a collector of direct 
taxes appointed for each barrios. Let each individual, of every descrip- 
tion, make the following return to the collector of the barrios, 

^ 1st ; A return, specifying the yearly value of his house, stating whether 
it is let on rent to one or several persons, the rent received for it in the 
year, and whether he lives in it himself. 

2dly ; A return of the number of servants, horses, dogs, carriages, &c., 
which he keeps. 

3dly ; A return of his income, specifying whether arising from rent of 
landed property, from commanderias>i from pensions, from interest of 
money paid by government, from profits or salary of office, from profes- 
sional fees and emoluments, such as lawyers, physicians, judges, players, 
&c. &c., from the profits of commercial speculations of all descriptions, 
from interest of money lent to individuals, from annuities received from 
individuals, &c. &c. 

Upon these returns, let the collectors of the direct taxes in the barrios 
calculate the amount of the taxes to be paid by each individual in the 
barrios^ and demand payment of the same. 

Let a return he printed and published of what each individual has 
made as his return to the collector of the barrios. This may be done in 
one line for each individual, and one sheet for the yfhole barrios. Thus, 



Then let all persons understand that if they make a false return on any 
head, they are liable to pay treble the amount of what they really ought 
to pay on that head. If the collector of the barrios should receive private 
information that the return of any person in the barrios is incorrect, he 
should have authority to call together two persons of the who, 

with him, should be empowered to examine hooks, &c., and the individual 
himself, and to adopt all means to discover the truth. On the other hand, 
if any individual of the barrios should conceive that the collector has 
overcharged him, he should have a right to demand an investigation, and 
the collector should he obliged to call two persons to hear, and with him 
determine upon the representation. 

Let this question be first tried in Lisbon and Oporto, and if it does not 
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succeed, if really carried into execution, and if tlie government tliere will 
not have an opportunity of diininishing some of the taxes,- 1 will bear all 
the blame. 

I don’t advert in this system to the Terpo which is made 

a particular regie applicable to the whole diocese, and which had better 
be continued. 

TXc AM. to Lmt. Col Hinde, Z%1 regt, ^th divkion. 5th June, 1812. 

Major Gen. Clinton having reported the apparent neglect of duty of Lieut. 

— regt, in charge of the convalescents at Niza, on the General’s late 

inspection of that depdt, 1 am to convey to you his Excellency the Commander of 
the Forces’ pleasure that, in the event of a vacancy occurring, that officer may be 
passed over and the next in seniority recommended for promotion. 

You will he pleased to send an officer to the Gastello Branco depdt to relieve 
X 4 ieut.>—-, who will forthwith join his regiment. 

To Lieut. Gen, Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 6th June, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I received last night your letter of the 3d, 2 p.M. 

As Foy and Clausel have certainly moved towards Castille, I did not 
think it probable that Soult would move against you ; however, I con- 
clude that the enemy imagine that we have weakened you to a greater 
degree than we have done. Including Drouet, I don’t think that Soult 
can assemble 25,000 men in Estremadura, unless he should abandon 
entirely the blockade of Cadiz, and leave Seville, and all tbe open country, 
at the mercy of Ballesteros, at the moment at which it is important to him 
to secure the harvest. 

Reckoning the 5th, 11 th, and 22d regts., which are still in Badajoz, I 
conceive that you will have not less than 19,000 British and Portuguese, 
besides the Conde de Penne Villemur and Morillo. It must he observed 
upon this force, however, that it is not exactly of the description I should 
wish to see with you, and it must not he depended upon to manoeuvre in 
presence of an enemy on ground which should not give you an advantage. 
It must be placed on a strong position, in which I entertain no doubt of 
the result of any general action. The best position in the country, in my 
opinion, particularly as Badajoz is now in some degree repaired, is that of 
Albuera. Whether the enemy attempt to turn it by the right or by the 
left, there is an easy movement to the right or to the left, and the posi- 
tion continues equally good, and there is always an easy retreat upon 
Badajoz, or upon Jurumenha, or such passage of the Guadiana as it might 
he thought expedient to adopt. It is better at this season' than any posi- 
tion on the north side of the Guadiana, because it covers more country, 
and because the enemy cannot, without forcing the position, pretend to 
turn the defences of Portugal, and to enter that Kingdom by the passages 
of the Guadiana about Jurumenha, and by the roads of Yilla Vi^osa and 
Estremoz. I therefore recommend the position of Albuera to your atten- 
tion in the first instance, in case Soult should move into Estremadura in 
force. If you should determine to occupy the position of Albuera, you 
should appear to determine to hold the wood and the position in front of 
the wood towards S**" Marta, and throw up a little ground there, in order 
to induce the enemy to believe that you have fortified it; you will then 
have an opportunity of seeing his whole force in and about Marta, and 
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probably of judging on wbicb side he proposes to manoeiiYre, and you 
can always retire before him across the Albuera rivulet, the passages of 
which should, however, be well reconnaitred. 

If you should find Soult inclined to manoeuvre by your right, and to 
enter Portugal by the roads above mentioned, you should place Morillo 
in Badajoz, and with the remainder of the troops cross the Guadiana, and 
take a position near Jurumenha. If you should find that he intends to 
mancBuvre hy your left, you should move upon Badajoz, and take a posi- 
tion there, or, according to circumstances, take the position of San Chris- 
toval. If you should find Soult advancing, write to the Marques de 
Monsalud to throw into Badajoz all the troops lately arrived from Cadiz, 
and all that he can collect in the province; and likewise to Gen. Leite at 
Estremoz, and desire him to collect the militia again at Elvas, and to 
occupy Campo Maior and Ouguela. 

I intended to have in Badajoz a supply of provisions for 5000 men for 
60 days, which I intended should he made over to the Commanding officer 
of the garrison, in case the place should be invested; and I had ordered 
that 600,000 rations should he in Elvas, in order to provide for the con- 
tingency, that I might carry the operations of the campaign to the south- 
ward. Mr. Routh will let you know the progress which has been made 
in both those objects, and you will consider both magazines entirely at 
your disposal. You will recollect, however, that I believe that at present 
there are no other provisions in Badajoz, but Elvas is well provided. 
There would not he much harm done if our magazines at Elvas were 
reduced to 300,000 rations. 

1 have a letter from the Conde de Penne Yillemur, of the 30th, in which 
he tells me that he has been ordered to move into the Condado de Niebla, 
and asks my consent. Tell him that I will answer his letter to-morrow, 
but that I think that just at present the movement would he very im- 
prudent. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuente Giiinaldo, 7th June, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I enclose letters of the 4th and 5th from Salamanca, and one from Avila. 
I have one intercepted letter from Marmont to Jourdaii ; which I am en- 
deavoring to decipher. It is obvious, however, from what I see in it, that 
both Marmont and Jourdan discovered that 1 intended to collect in this 
direction, in consequence of Hill’s early return ; which was certainly occa- 
sioned by Sir W, Erskine’s false alarm. 

To Lieut. Col. May, R.A. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th June, 1812, 10 p.m. 

I have desired the Commissary Gen. to have delivered over to you at 
Almeida, 20 carts to carry 600 24 pounder shot ; 10 carts to carry 400 
18 pounder shot ; 10 carts to carry 60 barrels of powder, for the equipment 


Q, O* Fuente Guinaldo, 7th June, 1812. 

1. Lieut, and Adj. — — of the — regt., has quitted his regiment without leave, and is 
supposed to have gone to Lisbon. The officers commanding the several military stations 
through which Lieut. — — may pass on the road, as well as Major Gen. Peacoclie, are 

requested to place Lieut. - - - in close arrest, and send him to the head quarters of tiic 

army as soon as they may find him. 
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of Bickson*s howitzers ; and 5 carts to carry 30 barrels of powder for the 
18 pounders ; and 5 spare carts for any thing else you might want. Like- 
wise 80 bullocks to draw 4 iron 18 pounders, at 10 pairs each gun ; and 5 
pairs of bullocks to draw a transporting carriage loaded with ladders, which 
I desired Lieut. Shanahan, of the Staff corps, to cut and make up at Almeida. 
I shall be obliged to you if you will see the whole of this equipment 
packed and arranged ; and I will speak to Col. Framingham to send an 
officer and conductor over to Almeida to-morrow, to take charge of it. 

I heg you will fix upon the best of the transporting carriages in the fort 
to carry the ladders, and desire the officer of the staff to secure them upon 
it. The bullocks and carts will not be at Almeida till the 9th; hut they 
ought to be prepared as soon afterwards as possible. 

An G^n. Gonde de Penne Villemur. A Fueiite Guinaldo, ce 7 Jum, 1812. 

Je viens d’avoir Fhonneur de recevoir la lettre que votre Excellence m’a 
adresse le. 3 Mai, qui aurait du ^tre le 3 Juin. 

Je vais marcher sur I’ennemi en Castille, et jusqu’a ce que je puisse 
connaitre les resultats de mon mouvement, il est tres important de ne pas 
s’affaiblir en Estremadure. Je suis sur que la R^gence n^a pas connu 
Tetat des affaires quand elle vous a ordonne^ de partir pour le Condado de 
Niehla; et comme elle vous a ordonne de con suiter mon opinion, je vous 
prie de n’y pas marcher, mais d’agir de concert avec le GtSndral Hill, et 
d’etre prc^pare a jeter en garnison a Badajoz les troupes du General Morillo, 
en cas que ce soit necessaire. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Puente Guinaldo, 7th June, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received 
from the Conde de Penne Villemur, informing me that the Spanish govern- 
ment have ordered him into the Condado de Niehla, if I should approve of 
the movement ; and a copy of my answer. 

I am about to move into Castille, and I have calculated upon the Conde 
de Penne Villemur and Gen. Morillo continuing in concert with Lieut 
Gen. Sir R. Hill, till the result of this operation shall be seen. 

I think it most probable that Soult will move upon Gen. Hill as soon 
as my march is known ; and affairs will he in a bad situation if that General 
should not be in strength. I am the more anxious upon this subject, be- 
cause having this day received a return of the army of the South, of the 
1st April, which has been intercepted, I see, that notwithstanding all the 
reports to the contrary, it consisted then of more than 56,000 effective men ; 
from which deducting the garrison of Badajoz, since made prisoners, it 
must now amount to more than 50,000 effective men. The Polish divi- 
sion which had been sent to France are not included in this return. 

The movements of the enemy may render it necessary for Lieut. Gen. 
Hill to throw a garrison into Badajoz; and I -heg to know where that 
garrison is to he found, if it is not for the time composed of the troops 
under Gen. Morillo. 

The Spanish government have lately desired that, in case of a movement 
by Marshal Soult on Gen. Ballesteros, Gen. Hill should make a movement 
to divert the attention of the enemy from Gen. Ballesteros. I have directed 
this movement in the notion that Gen. the Conde de Penne Villemur would 
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co-operate in it It is snrely better that, if it be possible, tbe allied troops 
in Estremadnra sbotiM act togetlier in a concentmted body, than that one 
corp of them sbonld be in tbe Condado de Niebla, and another at Oordova. 

To the Et, Hoil Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fuente GuinaMo, 7th 1812, 10 p.m. 

I send yon copies of 3 letters in cipher, of which it is very desirable to 
discover the key ; and I shall he obliged to yon if yon will send them to 
Gen. Navarro, to try what he can do with them. We can make nothing 
of them here. 

I can see, however, that the King and Marmont have discovered that I 
intend to carry on operations on this side ; and the King had already given 
orders to Sonlt on the *Ith May, which he has repeated on the 26th May, 
to take a position with a view to those operations. I conclude that the 
object of those orders is to distract my attention from Marmont by an 
attack upon Hill. This, I think, will be made; but if Morillo and Penne 
Viilemnr stay with Hill, and there is any garrison for Badajoz besides 
Morillo’s troops, Hill will be in tolerable strength; and they will all be 
disappointed in their expectations of finding a very weak corps in that part 
of the country. 

I shall send yon an abstract of the return of the army of the South, the 
strength of which has certainly surprised me, though I never reckoned it 
less than from 42,000 to 45,000 men. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 7th June, 1812. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter from Mr. Dep. Commissary Gen, 
Pipon, pointing out the inconveniences likely to he felt by this army in 
consequence of the excessively disadvantageous rate of exchange at which 
the Commissaries in the Mediterranean negotiate their bills at Gibraltar. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 8th June, 1812, 9 y.n. 

I omitted to tell you in my letter of this morning that I had ordered 
one of the Portuguese brigades of artillery in the reserve of the army to 
proceed to join you by the bridge of Alcantara. I shall desire De Lancey 
to send you the route. 


To Dr. M‘Grigor, Inspector of Hospitals.* Fuente Guinaldo, 9th June, 1812. 

As I propose to send to England your report on the mortality in this 
army, which, however, considering all the circumstances, has not been 
large, and not amounting to 15,000 men, including losses in actions, from 
April, 1809, to Jan. 1812, 1 wish to draw your attention to a few remarks 
upon your report. 

In respect to the third recommendation, I have to observe that it is 
impossible in any army of tbe size of that under my command to take 
from the men and return them their equipments at every moment when 
it appears convenient. The demands for food for the army amount to 
200,000 lbs. weight daily, which must be brought from the sea, besides 
ammunition, supplies for hospitals, equipments of all descriptions, &c. 

* Sir J. M<Grigor, Bart., Director General of the Army Medical Board. 
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Tlie soldiers, tlierefore, their 'blankets during the summer, in 

order to be certain of having them in October. 

In regard to the fourth remark, I have to observe that His Majesty has 
ordered that the soldiers’ accounts shall be settled, and the balance on 
tbem paid on the 24th of every month. The pecuniary distresses of this 
army have prevented obedience to this order, and the pay of the army is 
seldom less than 3 months in arrear; hut no more than one month’s pay 
is ever issued at a time, and the balance due on one month’s account only 
can be given at a time. You will likewise see that under the G. 0. of 
this army of the 24th Jan, 1810, the balance due on one month’s account 
cannot be paid till two months’ accounts shall be settled. 

You will likewise see in the G. O. that the attention of commanding 
officers of regiments has been frequently called to the expediency of sup- 
ply ing the soldiers with breakfast ; and I believe that in every well 
regulated regiment they are so supplied when the means can be procured. 
Their rations are invariably delivered to the soldiers daily, except on 
marches ; and the army would he incapable of all movement if I were to 
order that the soldiers should carry no provisions. The British soldiers, 
on such an occasion, carry 3 days’ bread; the Portuguese soldiers, 6 days’ 
bread ; the French soldiers, 15 days’ bread. 

The only mode that I know of removing sick to the rear is in spring 
waggons, which are all applied to this service, and in aid of them bullock 
carts- I am aware that the drivers of the spring waggons are very irre- 
gular, and take but little care of their horses ; but this, like many other 
evils in the service, which, although equally the cause of mortality, you 
have not noticed, and, among others, the irregularities of the soldiers 
themselves, it is impossible for me to remedy, till the Mutiny Law and 
the whole system of the service are altered. 

To Lieut.. Gen. SirR. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 9th June, 1812, 9 a.m, 

I enclose an extract from the return of the army of the South, ^ of the 
1st April, from which you will see that they are stronger than any body 
thought they were. I always thought them about 45,000. However, I 
think it impossible that they can bring more against you than from 18,000 
to 20,000 infantry, and about 4000 cavalry. 

Sir S, Cotton had ordered the 4th dragoon guards to join Le Marchant’s 
brigade, to relieve the 3d dragoons, not in very good condition; hut I 

^ Note on the return. The total of the present fit for duty of the French army of the 
South, on the 1st April, was 56,980, in which are included artillery, engineers, sappers; 
2d baft, of Hesse Darmstadt infantry, 940 ; marines, 1510, &c. &c. The Hesse Darmstadt 
regiment was taken in Badajoz, and artillery, engineers, &c. &c., reducing the fit for duty 
to about 52,000. It will be seen on the other side that the reduction of French infantry, 
on the return of the divisions, was only 2738; but, besides this French infantry, returned 
as present on the 1st April, and since taken in Badajoz, there was a detachment of 204 men 
of the 64th regt., returned detached in the return of the 1st April in Badajoz, which were 
likewise taken, but these make no diminution of the present fit for duty in this return. 
From what I see of Soult’s disposition of his troops to relieve Badajoz, and from what I 
know of the manner in which he was pressed by Ballesteros on that occasion, I conceive 
that he cannot bring into Estremadura more than 3 divisions, or half of his infantry, present 
fit for duty, but he may bring more than 4000 cavalry. 

Besides the 56,980 St for duty, and 4037 detached, of which the greatest number is in 
the south, there are on the return 4869 sick in hospitals (it is strange there should be so 
few), 414 prisoners, 410 absent on leave; making a total of 68,283 men, and 12,529 horses 
of all descriptions. 
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have written to Col. Sherloek to halt at Niza till yon shall send Hm 
orders ; and yon had better order Mm to join his brigade by easy marches. 
The regiment is now very strong, and in good order. 

P.S. Yon will observe that on the day after to-morrow the commnni- 
cation between yon and me will pass hy Alcantara, and it will therefore 
be necessary that yon shonid send a pemon express to Nka to give CoL 
Sherlock his orders. 

To Lieut Gen, Sir R. Hill, K.B. FuenteGuinaldo, lOth June,181$, 9 A.M. 

I have received yonr letter of the 6th. . 

I consider it most probable that Drouet will retire from Estremadura, 
nnless be sbonld be considerably reinforced, so as to give Mm a force 
eqnal, or snperior to that under your command. Yon cannot follow him 
out of Estremadnra; and as soon as yon get rid of Mm, yon cannot do 
better tjbaii canton yonr troops in the most healthy situations in the 
province, sending the 3 regiments belonging to the garrisons back to 
Badajoz or Elvas ; and look to assemhling again on Albnera,,if the enemy 
shonid again enter the province in strength. 

By an intercepted letter from Madrid, I see that the King is assembling 
the army of the Centre, which may make some difference in the situation 
of ns all. However, yon have two positions from which it will not be 
easy to dislodge yon, that at Albnera, and that of S^ Engracia; and I 
feel no anxiety about yon. I wish that I was as strong in respect to the 
enemy as yon are. 

To tbe Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesky, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th June, 1812. 

I enclose my dispatch. We shall cross the Agneda on the 1 2th. 

I am almost certain that the enemy will move into Estremadnra, upon 
Hill, as soon as it is known that I have moved; and I hope that every 
thing will he done by Ballesteros, the army of Murcia, and the troops at 
Cadiz, to divert the enemy from their intentions upon Hill. 

I shall send, if possible, by this post, the abstract of the return of the 
enemy’s force in the south. They have still above 50,000 men. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th June, 1812. 

The army axe collected upon the Azava, and will pass the Agneda on 
the 12th inst. As I find from intercepted letters that King Joseph had, 
on the 1th and 26th May, given orders to Marshal Sonlt to make a dis- 
position of the troops under his command, in expectation of the move- 
ment which I am about to make into Castille, I have left Lieut Gen. Sir 
B. Hill in such strength in Estremadnra as will, I hope, enable him to 
keep every thing in tranquillity in that province, and secure our right 
ffank. 

All the troops belonging to the ‘ Armee de PortugaV are collected in 
Castille, excepting Bonet’s division, which, however, is reported to have 
again evacuated the Asturias, and to have arrived at Leon. I have no 
official account of this movement 

Marshal Marmont’s quarters are at Salamanca; but the enemy have 
destroyed all the bridges on the Tormes, excepting that of Salamanca ; 
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aaid it is supposed that they propose to evacuate that town, leaving in the 
fortified convents a small garrison. 

Marshal Soult arrived at Seville, from the blockade of Cadiz, on the 
28 th May ; and I have not heard of his quitting that town. 

I have not heard of any movement of troops in the north. 

To the Eaii of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th June, 1812, 

The outrages committed by the British soldiers belonging to this army 
have become so enormous, and they have produced an effect upon the 
minds of the people of the couptry so injurious to the cause, and likely 
to he so dangerous to the army itself, that I request your Lordship’s early 
attention to the subject 

I am sensible that the best measures to he adopted on this subject are 
those of prevention, and I believe there are few officers who have paid 
more attention to the subject in this view of it than I have done; and I 
have been so far successful, that few outrages are committed by the 
soldiers who are with their regiments, after the regiments have been a 
short time in this country. But in the extended system on which we are 
acting, small detachments of soldiers must be marched long distances 
through the country, either as escorts, or returning from being escorts to 
prisoners, or coming from hospitals, &c. ; and notwithstanding that none 
of these detachments are ever allowed to march excepting under the com* 
mand of an officer, or more, in proportion to its size, and that every pre- 
caution is taken to provide for the regularity of their subsistence, there is 
nq instance of the inarch of one of these detachments that outrages of every 
description are not committed ; and, I am sorry to say, with impunity, 
i The foundation of every system of discipline which has for its object 
I the prevention of crimes, must be the non-commissioned officers of the 
I army. But I am sorry to say, that notwithstanding the encouragement 


G.O. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th June, 1812. 

4. The Coiiunander of the Forces requests the particular attention of the General officers 
of the army, and of the Commanding officers of regiments, to his orders of the 28th April 
last, referring to the former orders of the army respecting cutting green forage. 

5. The soldiers must not be allowed to quit their camps or cantonments to plunder vege- 
tables in the gardens or fields: if vegetables are wanted and can be procured, regular 
parties under officers must be sent to get them, and the officer must see that the quantity 
taken is paid for. 

6. The Assist. Provosts attached to divisions mmt see that the orders of the army on tliis 
subject are not disobeyed. 

7 . The Commander of the Forces is sorry to observe that the outrages so frequently com- 
mitted by the soldiers when absetit from their regiments, and the disgraceful scenes which 
occurred upon the storming of Badajoz, have had the effect of rendering the people of tlie 
country the enemies instead of being the friends of the army. 

8. It is the duty of all officers to prevent the soldiers from plundering ; and the Com- 
mander of the Forces calls upon them to perform it. 

9. He declares his determination to punish any person who may be found plundering on 
any occasion, and to make the soldiers give up any money or other valuable articles that 
they may have plundered. 

10. As these acts of outrage are generally committed by parties of men, the parties shall 
be put under stoppages to make good the damage which they shall do upon any occasion. 

11. The Commander of the Forces will be sorry to be under the necessity of having 
recourse to any measure of severity or restraint to prevent those evils ; and he is convinced 
that the officers and non-commissioned officers, and the good soldiers, will do every thing in 
their power to restrain the ill disposed, and to avoid the disgrace which must be the conse- 
quence of these continued irregularities and crimes ; and he earnestly hopes that there will 
w in future but little ground for complaint. 
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wliich l have given to this class, they are still as little to be depended 
upon as the private soldiers themselves ; and they are just as ready to 
commit irregularities and outrages. I attribute this circumstance very 
much to the lowness of their pay in comparison with that of the soldiers. 

Within my recollection, the pay of the soldiers of the army has been 
increased from to Is. per diem^ with other advantages; while that of 
the corporals, which was Sd,^ has. in the same period been raised only to 
1^. ; and that of the serjeants, which was 1^., has been raised only 

to laf. 6d, both with the same advantages as the private soldiers. 

Your Lordship will observe that the old proportions have not been 
preserved ; and the non-commissioned oflScers of the army not only feel 
no inclination to preserve a distinction between them and the private 
soldiers, but they feel no desire to incur the responsibility, and take the 
trouble, and submit to tbe privations of their situation for so trifling a 
difference in their pay, as that of 2df. in 1^, 2d, to corporals, and that of 
6d, in Is. 6d to serjeants; and they are indifferent whether they continue 
non-commissioned officers or not. 

The remedy for this evil is to increase the pay of the corporals and 
serjeants, so as at least to restore the old proportions between non-com- 
missioned officers and soldiers before the first increase of pay to the army 
at the commencement of the last war. This measure becomes particularly 
necessary, in consequence of the opinions generally prevalent in respect 
to the punishment of soldiers ; which are certainly so far well founded, 
that it must be admitted by all, that the best mode of insuring regularity 
among soldiers is to prevent the commission of crimes. 

Then, not only is it difficult, if not impossible, to preserve order in one 
of these detachments upon a march, owing to the badness of the non- 
commissioned officers of the army, but tbe crimes which the soldiers com- 
mit remain unpunished. 

It is impossible to try these offences while the soldiers are on their 
march, from the want of a sufficient number of officers to constitute a 
Court; and I refer your Lordship to my letter to the Judge Advocate 
General of the 13th N-w. 1811,* for a detail of the difficulties attending 
the procuring evident i against them when they join the army. I pro- 
posed remedies for this evil which have not been entirely adopted. 

Then if it should be possible to produce evidence of these outrages, I 
refer your Lordship to the Judge Advocate General for the opinions of 
the Attorney and Solicitor General, of the nature of .the powers given by 
the 4th Article of the 24th Section of the Articles of War, to try offences 
of this description by Courts Martial. It appears that these powers are 
confined to the infliction of punishments for offences according to the law 
of England, and of course to the exclusion of corporal punishment. 

I beg leave likewise to refer your Lordship to a letter which I wrote 
to the Judge Advocate General on the I3th of March last,* to point out 
the difficulty of the situation in which the members of a General Court 

^ The drafts of these, and of other papers, of the period between Jul y , 1 8 1 1 , and J uly, 
1812, were lost by shipwreck. A search has been made for these two letters in the ofEces 
of the Judge Advocate General, the War Office, and ffie Treasury, but without success ; 
although they are acknowledged to have been received in tbe answers to them. 
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Martial and I should be placed, in consequence of the opinion of the 
Attorney and Solicitor General ; it being impossible for any Court Mar- 
tial or for me to affix the technical name to any crime committed by a 
soldier ; or to know what was the punishment for that offence under the 
law of England. 

In consequence of this opinion, I have been obliged to send home for 
confirmation the proceedings of every General Court Martial before which 
a soldier has haen convicted of one of these crimes ; and to request the 
Judge Advocate General to advise H. R. H. the Prince Regent regarding 
the measures to be taken upon the subject 

The guard rooms are therefore crowded with prisoners ; and the offences 
of which they have been guilty remain unpunished, to the destruction of 
the discipline of the army, and to the injury of the reputation of the country 
for justice. 

I have thought it proper to lay these circumstances before your Lord- 
ship. I am about to move the army farther forward into Spain; and I 
assure your Lordship that I have not a friend in that country who has not 
written .to me in dread of the consequences which must result to the army, 
and to the cause, from a continuance of these disgraceful irregularities, 
which I declare I have it not in my power to prevent. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th June, 1812. 

When your Lordship apprised me of the design that Lieut. Gen. Lord 
W. Bentinck should make an attack upon the Eastern coast of the Pen- 
insula, with the troops from Sicily, in the course of the summer, I con- 
sidered it to be my duty to aid his Lordship by every means in my power, 
with troops, if I could spare them from the service in this part of the 
Peninsula, with equipments to facilitate the execution of the plans of go- 
vernment, and with ships to transport the Spanish troops ; with which I 
requested His Majesty’s Ambassador at Cadiz to urge the Spanish govern- 
ment to co-operate with his Lordship. 

Accordingly, I sent in the first instance to Gibraltar the ships named in 
the margin, containing the stores of which I enclose the return, which had 
recently arrived from England, with a battering train, from which I 
ordered that the shot specified in the margin might he landed in Portugal, 
where shot of those' calibres was wanted; and I requested that the Go- 
vernor of Gibraltar would have the shot in the ships replaced by 800 
rounds of round shot, 100 rounds of canister, and 100 rounds of grape 
shot for each gun. 

I have since sent to Gibraltar, likewise to be at the disposal of Lieut. 
Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, the ships named in the margin; and I enclose a 
return of the ordnance and stores they contain, including the stores which 
were at Setuval, and those on their march from Elvas to Alcacer do Sal, 
which were embarked in those ships. 

I requested the Governor of Gibraltar, upon that occasion, to have the 
gun carriages put into a state of repair, and that guns should be fitted to 
them ; and with 800 rounds of round shot, 100 rounds of canister, and 
100 rounds of grape, for each gun, with a suitable proportion of powder, 
should be embarked in those ships, and in two others which I had requested 
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Adm. Berkeley to sendroTand, tlie four ships not having been sufficient to 
contain the whole equipment. I enclose the copy of the letter which I wrote 
to the Governor of Gibraltar upon this occasion. 

I have not yet heard of the arrival of these ships at Gibraltar ; but I 
have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from 
Lieut. Gen. Campbell, written upon the arrival of the three vessels first men- 
tioned; from which your Lordship will observe that the garrison of Gib- 
raltar is stated not to have in store more than 11,000 24 pound shot, and 
that the officers of the ordnance in that fortr^ have refused to allow any 
of it to he embarked at my requisition. I likewise enclose my answer to 
Lieut. Gen. Campbell, from wbicb your Lordship will observe, that for 
the purposes of this equipment I have ordered 20,000 24 pound round shot 
from Cadiz to Gibraltar, and 5000 from Lisbon to the same place, not* 
withstanding the wants at both, and I trust that Lieut, Gen. Campbell will 
find it convenient to supply the remainder of the demand. 

I have likewise sent from this country to Gibraltar 2 companies of 
British, and '2 companies of Portuguese artillery, to remain there in their 
transports at the disposal of Lord W. Bentinck, when he shall send for 
them; and Lieut. Col. Jones, and 4 subaltern officers of Engineers, and 2 
companies of military artificers, including all the sappers tliere are with 
this army, with the same intention. 

Every ship and all the troops and equipments for this service have 
sailed from the Tagus ; and I trust that your Lordship will approve of 
these arrangements, and will give orders that the 24 pound shot may he 
replaced at Cadiz and Lisbon. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, 10th .Time, 1812. 

I enclose the abstract of the return of the army of the South, of the 1st 
April last, from which it appears that it consisted of nearly 57,000 men 
present and fit Tor duty, including the garrison of Badajoz. Estimating 
that garrison at 5000 men of all arms, the army of the South now consists 
of 52,000, of which about 38,000 are infantry, and about 7000 cavalry. 

This army is more numerous and efficient than I imagined it was, and 
much more so than it was ever represented to be ; and the state of it 
affords another ground for adopting the plan of operations for the cam- 
paign which I have preferred. I could not take more than 40,000 men 
into Andalusia, where it appears I should have had another army, the ^Armee 
de Portugal^’ following my march, consisting of at least 30,000 more. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente Guinaldo, lOtli June, 1812. 

I wish to know from your Lordship whether it could he possible to give 
the medal to the Prince of Orange. He has been in the action at El 
Bodon, and in the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz ; and although 
he is not exactly in the situation which would entitle him to it, he has the 
rank, and certainly deserves it, and would be highly flattered at obtaining 
it. I shall be much obliged to your Lordship if you will let me know if 
it can be given to Mm. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir E. Hill, K.B. Fuente Guinaldo, 11th June, 1812. 

The army is collected on the Agueda, and I intend to move forw’ard on 
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the I am almost certain, from wliat I have seen of the intercepted 

letters from Joseph to Soult, and from Marmont to Joseph, that Soult will 
move upon you with a part at least of his force, notwithstanding that the 
Marques de Monsalud says in a letter which I have from him this morn- 
ing, that he believes that Joseph has ordered Soult to approach the Tagus ; 
he did not send me the paper on which he founds this notion, and, there- 
fore, I am not able to judge of it. 

In my letter of the 6th inst. I pointed out to you what I thought would 
be the enemy’s line of operations, and I recommended certain measures to 
you. There are still two or three objects to which I wish to draw your 
attention. 

1st ; My bridge of pontoons, which is at San Vicente. I think that for 
the present, the bridge had better be lodged at Elvas, the bullocks, &c., 
being kept in the best situation in the neighbourhood for grazing. I 
request you to give directions accordingly to Lieut. Col. Sir R. Fletcher. 
Hereafter, if I should find, from the course the campaign takes, that it is 
not likely that I shall require that bridge for the communication between 
you and me by Almaraz, which will depend very much upon the events of 
the next 15 days, I shall order it down to Abrantes; as there is no use in 
being loaded with too many concerns, 

2dly ; The bridge at Alcantara. We have repaired this bridge by a 
piece of machinery which can be taken up and laid down at pleasure, but 
it will require 2 days’ notice to lay it down, and as much time to take it 
up. I enclose the copy of the instructions which I have given regarding 
this bridge, and you will only send notice if you should want to use it. 

If you should find it necessary on any account to retire into Portugal, 
you will in that case send orders to Lieut. Pery at Alcantara, to lodge 
his bridge, &c., at MarvaS; and his bullocks, people, &c., had better con- 
tinue tbeir march by Gastello de Vide, Niza, &c., to Abrantes. 

It is very difficult to manage the defence of the Kingdom of Portugal, 
the whole country being frontier. I am quite convinced, that if Soult 
moves upon you, he will manoeuvre by your right flank, and will cross 
the Guadiana somewhere about Jurumenha, where he will be at no great 
distance from our magazine, hospital, &c., at Estremoz. We have very 
little, I believe, in magazine at that place, the greater part having been 
removed to Elvas, and it is as well that there should he no great accumu- 
lation at Estremoz, upon which subject I request you to communicate 
with Mr. Routh. I have desired Dr. M‘G rigor to give directions that the 
hospital at Estremoz may he gradually evacuated upon Alter do Chao and 
Abrantes, leaving in Estremoz only 400 or 500 men, which number can 
always be moved without difficulty. 

By the last account from Brito, I see that there had been some affair 
with Ballesteros on the 1st, near Bornos, and that some troops had been 
moved in that direction; this may be true, but we must be certain that we 
are the great object of the movement. 


y, FuenteGuinaldo, nth June, 1812 . 

Commander of the Forces desires that a contractor, by name Francisco d Almeida? 
of V ilia Nova de Foz Coa, who was the person who gave the two soldiers of the - - regt. the 
liquor which occasioned their death at Niza, shall be no longer employed in the army. 
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You will Mve received my letter about the 4tb dragoon guards ; tbe 
remounts for the 2d division of cavalry will soon join, and will make you 
tolerably strong in that arm. There is a Portuguese regiment of cavalry 
in the forts of Elvas, Campo Maior, &c., of which, of course, you will 
make use in the neighbourhood of those places. 

The Marques de Monsalud tells me, that besides the regiment of Doyle 
now in Badajoz, he has 1 500 men which he is sending into the place, not 
reckoning a battalion now on its march from Ciudad Rodrigo; so that 
Badajoz will be very tolerably garrisoned without Morillo’s infantry. It 
ought to have 5000 men, if it is likely to he attacked ; hut half the number 
are sufficient if it is not, which is the case we have to provide for. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Fuente Guinaldo, 11th Juhe, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 8th. When I was in Zealand, I 

recollect a person by the name of who was afterwards taken 

prisoner in a Danish privateer ; and I saw him in London, and I believe 
was of use to him. The particular circumstances I don’t recollect ; hut 
this I do recollect, that he was of no service to us in Zealand. Foreigners 
of that description are of no use to me; and I shall be very much obliged 

to the government if they should not allow Mr. to pass through the 

country to the army. 

Au General — . A Fnente Guinaldo, ce 12 Juin, 1812. 

J’ai re^u la lettre de votre Excellence du 8. L’arm^e sous mes ordres 
passera I’Agueda demain matin et s’avancera sur Salamanca. 

Comme le Roi Joseph commande toutes les armdes d’Espagne, votre 
Excellence pent toe assuree qu’il ne verra pas dcraser le Marechal Due 
de Raguse, si nous sommes les plus forts, sans faire faire un mouvement 
quelconque en Estremadure par le Marechal Soult. Je sais, par les lett’res 
interceptees en chifFre, qu’il a ordonne un mouvement par le Marechal 
Soult ; mais comme je ne peux pas deviner la clef du chiffre, je ne connais 
pas le mouvement. 

Mais quel que soit le mouvement, il est a desirer que les allies soient en 
force en Estremadure; etque les troupes soient hien en main. Vons 
ferez les mouvemens projetes dans votre lettre du 8, ou non, comme il 
vous plaira ; mais vous devez compter que je serai oblige de changer mes 
dispositions en cons(iquence de la faiblesse qui en sera la suite en Estre- 
madure. 

To the Rt Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Fnente Guinaldo, 12th June, 1812. 

I enclose a copy of a letter of the 8th, which I have received from the 

— j and of my answer. It appears that that officer, instead of 

attending to the interesting events likely to occur in this quarter, is de- 
sirous of plundering corn and crimping recruits; and the consequence of 
these advantageous operations will probably he, that Lieut. Gen. Sir R. 
Hill will he too weak to hold his ground in Estremaduia, and I shall be 
obliged to evacuate Castille, to go to his assistance. 

I have already sent you my letter of the 7th inst. to the , in 

which I have advised him not to lose his communication with Sir R. Hill. 

I have a report that Gen. Ballesteros was defeated on the 1st June. I 
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enclose you an extract from the report of the ehief of the Stalf of the 
army of the South, regarding Gen. Ballesteros’ operations. You will see 
that he is stopped by any thing like a strong hold, however conteraptible ; 
and I beg that you will again recommend to the government that he should 
be equipped with only 2 or 3 Spanish 15 pounders, to enable him to lay 
open any place of this kind, in which the enemy’s small posts may take 
refuge. ■ '■ 

To tlie Piirl of Xtiverpool. Puente Gumaldo, iSth June, 1812* 

I enclose a letter from Dr, M^Grigor, containing observations on the 
mortality in the 7th regt., and the 40th regt,, in the last year. I concur 
. with Dr. M‘Grigor in deeming it very desirable that the troops and re- 
cruits destined for this army ^ould be sent out in the winter, before the 
Spring equinoctial gales. They should leave England, if possible, with the 
first easterly wind in December. 

The same rule is desirable for the remount horses for the cavalry and 
artillery. They likewise should arrive before the equinoctial gales in 
spring ; and the earlier in the winter the better. It is likewise desirable, 
that whatever transport tonnage there may he, should be allotted for the 
remount horses of the several regiments, in proportion to the number of 
horses belonging to each regiment to be sent out. The horses for all the 
regiments are not yet arrived in Portugal ; and very few have yet joined 
any of the regiments. 

The A.G* to CajpL Kipping, Coimbra, 12th June, 1812. 

It having been reported by the Inspector of hospitals that the convalescents at 
Coimbra suffer much for the want of a breakfast mess, I have to i*equest that you 
will establish one for their comfort, charging the regiments to which they belong 
with the expenditure. I do not recollect that money was ever refused for this 
purpose, or any other necessary for the comfort or cleanliness of the convalescents. 
When money is required, application should be made to the Adj. Gen., who will 
move the Commander of the Forces to direct the Paymaster Gen. to advance it; 
and upon furnishing him with a regular account of what has been issued to the 
regiment, more money will be issued when necessary. 

I have received your letter with 3 bills of exchange. 

To IJeut. Gen, Sir T. Graham, K.B. Guadapero, 13th June, 1812, 1^ P.M. 

I have a letter from Salamanca of the 9th ; there was nothing very par- 
ticular. Marmont was still there, and had been at Alba, to reconnaitre 
the position there, 

I have sent the orders for the march to be made to-morrow, which was 
to have been made this day, under the orders of the 11th. 

The A,G, to Major Gardiner, R.A., 1«/ division. 13th June, 1812. 

I am directed by the Commander of the Forces to inform you that he observed 
3 bullock carts this day bn the march, stated to be attached to your brigade of 
artillery. These means of conveyance are contrary to the orders of this army, 
and it is his Excellency’s desire that what is upon them maybe otherwise disposed 
of this day, and the carts made over to the Commissary of the 1st division of 
infantry, to be sent to their homes, or disposed of for the public service. 

To Tieut. Gen. Sir K. Hill, K.B. Cabrillas, 14th June, 1812, 

We crossed the Agueda yesterday, and are so far advanced towards 
Salamanca. 


SPAIN. 


7U 


I have received your letters of the 9th and 11th, and I think Zafra as 
convenient a position, in the view of your former instructions, and more 
healthy than that which you before occupied. I hope that the Conde 
de Penne ¥illemur will not get himself into a scrape. 

We have deciphered the letter you sent, and it goes hack to you with 
the key of the cipher. We have got some letters, however, in cipher, 
which we have not been able to decipher; but as far as I can judge, it ap- 
pears to me that King Joseph has ordered Soult to send to the Tagus one 
third of the force under his command, in order to join some other troops 
to be assembled there, probably belonging to the army of the Centre. I 
at first thought this assembly was to take place at the bridge of Arzohispo, 
and that Soult’s troops were to march without cannon ; but having seen hy 
a letter of the 12th, received this day from dementi Pereira, that a body 
of troops, attended by 5 boats, bad arrived on the 0th at Talavera, and that 
the troops had moved on to the neighbourhood, and it is probable that the 
boats will follow, I think that Almaraz will be the point of assembly for 
these troops, and that they will communicate by the dying bridge to be 
formed of these boats. 

It is most probable, that if Ballesteros has been beaten, which I am afraid 
is not unlikely^ Soult will, with a part of his army, cover the movement 
of the third, which are going to the Tagus, and if this is the case, you 
can do nothing to prevent the movement, but must attend to your own 
situation ; but if Ballesteros has not been much hurt, and the third of 
Soult’s army should attempt to move through Estremadura alone, you 
might make their march very dangerous and difficult ; and I shall be 
obliged to you to attend to it. 

I shall hear from you, of course, the extent of the force which the enemy 
will send this way. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Cabrillas, 14th June, 1812, 12 at noon. 

I received last night from Gen. Castanos some very interesting inter- 
cepted documents ; among others, a return of the 1st April of the ^Armee 
de PortugaU The effective fit for duty are 51,492 ; of which 43,396 are 
infantry ; 3204 are cavalry ; 3393 artillery ; and the remainder sapeurs, 
&c. &c. There are besides about 1500 infantry, and 1000 cavalry, re- 
turned on command at Salamanca, Alba, &c., which ought to be added to 
the present fit for duty, and would make the army 43,800 infantry, and 
above 4000 cavalry. Bonet’s division, consisting of 6270 infantry, are in 
the Asturias. Castanos tells me that the French are about to evacuate 
Astorga ; and he mentions that the Adjutant, who carried there the order, 
went on to order Bonet likewise to retire from the Asturias. I reckon 
that he would receive the order about the 9th, and he might be on the 
Tormes on the 19th or 20th. 

The \Armk de Portugal ’ have 98 pieces of cannon ; hut they are very 
badly provided with horses, and I see that some of the cannon have been 
left at Avila, and some at Talavera ; and Marmont has ordered that they 
may be drawn by bullocks to Tordesillas. 

I enclose a letter just received from Salamanca, from which you will see 
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tliat it is reported tliat Bonet is coming to join the army. It is also said 
that some of Foy’s troops are ahont Talavera; but that I don’t credit. 
Notwithstanding that the enemy is considerably stronger than I believed 
he was, I propose to continue our movement forward. We shall at least 
force them to collect their troops, and 1 see by Castahos’ letter, that he is 
about to move the army of Galicia, and he has ordered Mendizabal to 
move all the troops and guerrillas in the north, so as to cut off all Mar- 
mont’s communications; and if Marmont should detach, or he should not 
be joined by Bonet, or the whole of all his divisions, or by the division at 
Valladolid, we shall be superior to him. I have ordered the march for 
to-morrow. 

P.S. There aire in the ^Armee de Portugal’ *1460 sick; and the grand 
total amounts to 65,597, including 2277 officers and 11,147 horses, 
including 2593 belonging to officers. 

The JM, to A. J.G$. of divisions, 14th June, 1812. 

The Commander of the Forces now expects every morning the daily state of the 
army of the preceding day. In order to carry his Excellency’s wishes into effect, 
it becomes absolutely necessary that the states of the divisions should arrive at this 
office by 4 o’clock in the afternoon of the day on which they are due. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir A. Campbell, Kt. Salamanca, 18th June, 1812. 

I received yesterday your letter of the 26th May, and this day that of 
the 3d June. I am very much obliged to you, and flattered by your 
having been my proxy at the installation of the Knights of the Bath ; and 
I agree with you in thinking, that I should not have been less happy even 
if I had seen the dress in which it was intended I should appear. In 
regard to the disposal of the money intended for the hall, I beg that you 
will do as others do ; and I enclose an order for 5 f? 3 50 sterling. 

Affairs appear to be in a strange state in England ; however, I trust that 
at last some government will he formed. I always detested home politics, 
and late occurrences have not given me a relish for them. 

You will hear of our march here. The French have a fort which 1 
must take, and then we shall see what I can do. 

P.S. I have been considering your situation, and your not going to the . 
Isle of France : pray show every desire to go, at all events, by the earliest 
opportunity. The iron gets cold, and does not work well, if not struck 
when heated ; and if you show a disinclination to go to that situation, a 
short turn might he taken, you might he deprived of it, and it would be 
difficult to obtain for you another. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Salamanca, 18th June, 1812. 

I have received your letters of the 13th and 14th. I have never been 

more annoyed than by ’s affair, and I entirely concur with you 

in the necessity of inquiring into it. It is occasioned entirely by the 
trick our officers of cavalry have acquired of galloping at every thing, 
and their galloping back as fast as they gallop on the enemy. They never 
consider their situation, never think of manoeuvring before an enemy; so 
little that one would think they cannot manoeuvre, excepting on Wimble- 
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don Common ; and wlien they use their arm as it ought to he used, ¥ 125 . j 
offensively, they never keep nor provide for a reserve. 

All cavalry should charge in two lines, of which one should be in 
reserve; if obliged to charge in one line, part of the line, at least one- 
third, should be ordered beforehand to pull up, and form in second line, 
as soon as the charge should be given, and the enemy has been broken 
and has retired. The Eoyal and the 3d dragoon guards were the best 
regiments in the cavalry in this country ; and it annoys me particularly 
that the misfortune has happened to them. I don’t wonder at the French 
boasting of it ; it is the greatest blow they have struck. 

P.S. We entered this place yesterday. The enemy still hold the fort 
which they have made, but I hope soon to have them out. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Salamanca, 18th June, 1812. 

The army crossed the Agueda on the 13th inst, and marched forward 
in three columns, the troops under Don Carlos de Espaha forming a 
fourth ; and the whole arrived upon the Valmusa rivulet, about six miles 
from hence, on the 16th. The enemy showed some cavalry and a small 
body of infantry in front of the town on that day, and manifested a design 
to hold the heights on the south side of the Tormes, But their cavalry 
were immediately driven in by ours, and the enemy evacuated Salamanca 
on the night of the 16th, leaving a garrison of about 800 men in the 
fortifications which they have erected on the ruins of the colleges and 
convents which they have demolished* By the fire from these they pro- 
tect the passage of the Tormes by the bridge, and our troops crossed 
that river yesterday morning, by 2 fords which are in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

The forts were immediately invested by the 6th division, under the 
command of Major Gen. H. Clinton, and having been accurately recon- 
naitred, it was found necessary to break ground before them. This was 
done last night, and I hope that we shall commence our fire to-morrow 
morning from 8 pieces of cannon, at the distance of 300 yards from the 
principal of the enemy’s works, the possession of which will, I hope, 
give us the possession of the others. Major Gen. Clinton conducts these 
operations. 

It is impossible to describe the joy of the people of the town upon our 
entrance. They have now been suffering for more than three years; 
during which time the French, among other acts of violence and oppres- 
sion, have destroyed 13 of 25 convents, and 22 of 25 colleges, which 
existed in this celebrated seat of learning. 

The enemy retired by the road to Toro, and their rear guard was about 
15 miles from hence last night. They retired again this morning by the 
same road; and I understand that they intend to collect their army on the 
Duero, between Toro and Zamora. Our advanced guard is advanced on 
the road to Toro, and the main body of the army in this neighbourhood. 

I enclose a return of the ^ Armee de Portugal^ of the 1st April, which 
has been intercepted, from which it appears that there are at present under 
arms 2074 officers and 51,492 troops in this body, of which 43,396 are 
infantry, and 3204 cavalry. Of the 4244 men returned detached, there 
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are about 1500 infantry amd about 1000 cavalry in this neighbourhood, 
who will of course be called in to join the army, 

I enclose the morning state of this army of yesterday, in which I have 
marked thus ^ those troops which are in this part of the country, the 
others being in Estremadura, under the command of Lieut. Gen. Hill, 
To these numbers must be added about 3000 Spanish infantry, under Don 
Carlos de Espana, and about 500 Spanish cavalry, under Don J. Sanchez, 
who are with the army. 

This state includes only the cavalry and infantry of the army ; but your 
Lordship will observe that the enemy are superior to us in numbers in 
those arms; and it appears from the return, that the enemy have 92 
pieces of cannon. 

I have adopted every measure in my power to prevent the enemy from 
collecting their forces against us. I have urged the Conde de Amarante 
to move upon the enemy’s flank from Braganza, along the Douro, with 4 
battalions of militia and 3 regiments of Portuguese cavalry, under Gen. 
D’ Urban, and to cut off the enemy’s communication between Zamora and 
Benavente and Astorga. Gen. Castanos has promised me to attack Astorga 
with the army of Galicia; and I have urged Gen. Mendizahal and the 
chiefs of the guerrillas in all the northern parts of Spain to make an 
effort to prevent Marshal Marmont from collecting his whole force 
against this army. But I am apprehensive that I can place no reliance 
on the effect to be produced by these troops. The guerrillas, although 
active and willing, and although their operations in general occasion the 
utmost annoyance to the enemy, are so little disciplined that they can do 
nothing against the French troops, unless the latter are very inferior in 
numbers ; and if the French take post in house or church, of which they 
only barricade the entrance, both regular troops and guerrillas are so ill 
equipped, as military bodies, that the French can remain in security till 
relieved by a larger body. 

Then Gen. Castanos, although I believe be is equipped with a few guns 
for the attack of Astorga, has no pecuniary resources to enable him to 
collect and keep together the army of Galicia. And if the enemy should 
abandon Astorga to its fate, and should withdraw Gen. Bonet from the 
Asturias, I am very apprehensive that the advantages of my march into 
Castille will be confined to regaining the principality of Asturias for Gen. 
Castanos, and to the little advantages which the guerrillas will derive 
from the evacuation of different parts of the country by the enemy’s 
posts. 

Your Lordship will observe from my letter of the 26th ult, that I did 
not calculate that the enemy’s ^Armie de PortugaV was so strong when 
1 determined upon this expedition, and I had certainly reason to believe 
that Marshal Marmont would not evacuate the Asturias. I shall not give 
up the plan, however, unless I should see that success is not to be looked 
for, as I am convinced that the most advantageous consequences will result 
from success in this quarter, or even from my remaining in an advanced 
position in Castille. 

From intercepted letters between the King and Marshals Soult and 
Marmont, which, however, I have not been able entirely to decipher, I 
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jtidge, that the Kiiig^s referred to in my dispatch of the 1 0th ins t, 
is to collect a corps in the valley of the Tagns, consisting of a part of the 
army of the South, and a division of the army of the Centre, in order to 
create a diversion in favor of Marshal Marmont. I had requested the 
Empecinado to alarm the King for the safety of his situation at Madrid ; 
and I hope that Marshal Soult will find ample employment for his troops 
in the south in the blockade of Cadiz, the continued operations of Gen. 
Ballesteros, and those in Estremadura of Lieut, Gen. Hill, whose attention 
I have called to the probable march of this corps of the army of the South 
through part of Estremadura. 

The King is very desirous of restoring the bridge of Almaraz, which 
can only be for the object of collecting a corps upon the Tagus, but 
hitherto he has sent there only two small boats, for the purpose of com- 
municating with the post at Mirabete, 

I enclose a letter from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. and its enclosures, 

being two from Major Gen. Slade, giving an account of an affair which 
he had with the enemy on the 11th inst., in which, owing to the eagerness 
and impetuosity of the soldiers, considerable loss was sustained. 

Your Lordship is aware that misfortunes of this kind have happened 
more than once in this country from the same cause, and I have frequently 


* Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill to Gen. the Earl of Wellington, K.B. Zafra, 13th June, 1812. 

I have the honor to transmit to your Lordship the copies of reports which I have received 
from Major Gen. Slade, relative to an aflair between 2 regiments of the brigade of cavalry 
under his command, and the brigade of French cavalry under Gen. Lallemand, in the 
neighbourhood of Valencia de las Torres, on the 11th inst. ; in which, I am sorry to observe, 
we have suffered severely, and have not gained the advantage which might have been 
^x])ected. 

Major Gen. Slade had advanced to Llera, and was to have proceeded the following day 
in the direction of La Granja, to cover a reconnaissance to be made by the Conde de Penne 
Villemur on that day, from Llerena towards Azuaga. 

The 17th and 27th dragoons, under Gen. Lallemand, which had been stationed in the 
neighbourhood of Azuaga, had, however, moved at the same time towards Valencia de las 
Torres, and Major Gen. Slade was induced to bring him to action. 

While I forward these reports to your Lordship, I shall feel it my duty to cause further 
inquiry to be made into the circumstances of this aflair, and shall have the honor of com- 
municating them to your Lordship. 

Major Gen. Slade to Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Llera, 11th June, 1812, 4| km. 

I beg to have the honor of stating to you that the enemy, whom I reported this morning 
to have been inA'alencia, advanced upon tins place about 9 o'clock with the 17th and 27th 
regts. of dragoons, under Gen. Lallemand. I immediately advanced with the 3d dragoon 
guards and Royals, attacked and pursued him nearly 3 leagues, to within a short distance 
of Maguilla, when I had an opportunity of charging him again, broke through his first line, 
and killed a great many ; among the numbers are a captain of the 27th dragoons, and we 
took an aide de camp of Gen. Lallemand prisoner. I am sorry to say our loss was severe, 
as the enemy brought a support, and ray troops being too eager in pursuit, we were obliged 
to relinquish a great number of prisoners which we had taken, and to fall back on this place. 

Nothing could exceed the gallantry displayed by both oflacers and men on the occasion, 
in which Col. Sir G. Calcraft, and Lieut. Col. Clifton, commanding the 2 regiments, 
particularly distinguished themselves, as well as all the oflScers present I beg particularly 
to report the conduct of Brig. Major Radcliffe, to whom I feel extremely indebted for his 
assistance on this occasion. . 

1 have not yet been able to collect the returns, but I am concerned to say, Lieuts. W indsor, 
of the Royals, and Homewood, of the 3d dragoon guards, have fallen into the enemy’s hands, 
the former having his horse shot, and the latter being wounded. 

Major Gen. Slade to Lieut. Gen. Sir R.Hill,K.B.. Camp near Llera, 12th June, 1812. 

In forwarding the enclosed return of the casualties which occurred yesterday, I feel it ray 
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been present on occasions when tbe same conduct in the cavalr j was Jikely 
to be attended by the same unfortunate results. Notwithstanding that this 
misfortune has occurred upon this occasion to a brigade consisting of two 
of the best and most experienced regiments we have, I have concurred 
with Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill in thinking that it is necessary to make a 
formal inquiry into the causes which occasioned the disorder^ and the 
consequent losses in the attack made by Major Gen. Slade on the enemy 
on the 11th inst. Gen. Slade’s action was occasioned by his advancing to 
Llera, to cover a movement by the Conde de Penne Villemur on Llerena, 
in order to collect the harvest of Estremadura ; and I leam that the enemy 
have since retired to Cordova. 

I have reports from the south, stating that Gen. Ballesteros had had an 
action with the enemy near Bornos, on the 1st inst., of which I have not 
received the detail, or any regular confirmation, notwithstanding that there 
is no doubt of the fact. The result has been stated differently by the two 
parties, and it is reported by the enemy that Ballesteros is badly wounded. 
But they have certainly reinforced their troops in that direction since the 
action, from which circumstance it may be inferred that the success, if on 
their side at all, was not very decisive. 


To His Excellency C. Stuart. Salamanca, 19th June, 1812. 

I return the enclosures in Dom M. Forjaz’s note, respecting Senhor 
Vasconcellos. Neither Sir W. Beresford nor I know any thing about this 

duty to state, in addition to what I had the honor of communicating to you before, that our 
misfortunes arose from too great eagerness and zeal in the pursuit, after having broke the 
enemy’s first line, each regiment vying with each other who should most distinguish itself, 
which gave him an opportunity of bringing up fresh troops, and of charging us at a time 
when we were in confusion. 

I beg leave again to repeat, that the exertions of the officers to restore order were conrai- 
cuous; but the two regiments having got mixed in. the charge, it took some time before 
this object could be accomplished, during which we lost most of the prisoners we had taken, 
and suffered, 1 am grieved to say, severely. It is a satisfaction to me to be able to add, 
that the enemy lost, in killed and wounded, full as many as ourselves, and considered 
himself completely routed. 


Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, in the affair near Maguilla, on the 
11th June, 1812. 



OflScers. 

Serjeants. 

o 

tA 

Horses. 

Total loss of officers, 
non - commissioned 
officers, and R. & F. 

Killed ... , . : 

H 

2 

20 

6 

22 

Wounded . ... 



26 

14 

26 

Missing . • . , , 



106 

127 

118 


G. O. ^ ^ Salamanca, l&th June, 1812 . 

1. Lieut. Gen. Sir S, Cotton has taken charge of the outposts of the army, and has given 
to the cavalry the orders which may be necessary. 

2. The General officers commanding- divisions of infantry in front, will receive from 
Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton information of the enemy’s movements; and they will attend to 
the requisition they will receive from him, for the support of infantry to his posts of cavalry. 
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person, w!io, I am informed, has heen seized by the French. But it is not 
impossible that this is part of the trick, Austin should seize him, or 
should get some of the Spanish authorities to seize him, if the French 
should let him go. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. On tbe heights above Aldea Lengua,34th June, ISIS, a.m. 

The enemy have crossed the Tormes in some force, and are skirmishing 
with Gen. Bock’s brigade of dragoons, which is in front of Calvarrasa de 
Ahaxo, 

I have ordered the 7th and Ist divisions to cross the Tormes at the ford 
of Marta ; and I shall he very much obliged to you if you will order a 
brigade and a Portuguese regiment of the 6th division to move out of the 
town, and to cross the Tormes at the ford below Marta. You should 
send your baggage, except camp kettles, heavy guns and stores, &c., 
across the Tormes at the ford of El Canto. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

On the heights behind Aldea Lengua, 24th June, 1812. 

Upon looking carefully at the plain I can see but very few troops, and 
tbe great body of the enemy are certainly still on the right of the Tormes, 
some on the bank of the river, hut mostly on the heights, extending 
nearly as far as Gomecello. It is my opinion, therefore, that you should 
keep Gen. Le Marchant’s brigade assembled near the ford of Calvarrasa, 
at which they crossed. One regiment might even he on this side with 
advantage. 

I shall observe the enemy’s movements here, and will take care to rein- 
force you in time. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. 

On the heights in front of Aldea Lengua, 24th June, 1812. 

All the enemy’s infantry on the plain on the left of the Tormes are 
collected or in march towards 'Calvarrasa. They appear to me to he 
about 10,000 men, with cavalry, the numbers of which I cannot tell, but 
not so many as we have on the left of the Tormes. 

1 shall observe their movements, and reinforce you as it may be neces- 
sary. The remainder of the army is in the same position as yesterday 
afternoon, and are not apparently about to make any movement; I 
therefore imagine that the others are not about to do any thing of 
importance. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. 24th June, 1812, 5 F.M. 

The enemy’s infantry and cavalry have moved to the rear, as you will 
have observed; but I see that they are getting under arms at Aldea 
Rubia, and on the hill on the right of that village. I think it advisable, 
therefore, that if the men of the 1st, 6th, and 7th divisions are not cook- 
ing, they should move to the ford of Marta. If they are cooking, the 
movement may as well he delayed till they have done, unless I should 
see reason to make it earlier, of which I will give you notice. 

I was just going over to you, but tbe enemy’s movement prevents it 
just at present. 


smim. 
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To Major Geni H. Clinton* Heights behind ^dea Letigna, 25th J une, 1812, 6 a.m. 

l am Terj atixious to have a little conversation with Gol. Burgoyne, 
Col, May, and Gol. Dickson, and shall be Very much obliged to you if 
you will desire them to come to me at the village of Cabrerixos as soon 
as they can. They can be there, I conclude, by 8 o’clock, when I shall 
be there ; and if I should not be there, I will send word where I may be 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Salamanca, 25th June, 1812. 

I have received your letters of the 16th and l*7th, regarding the reforms 
in the Portuguese navy. It is difficult to say how far they ought to he 
carried, but if the British governnaent undertake to protect Portugal from 
the Barhary powers, I see no reason why they should have any ships in 
Europe, excepting probably the flotilla on the Guadiana. 

P.S. You did not enclose in your letter of the 16th the paper regarding 
the guerrillas taking the stud of brood mares. 

To His Excellency C. Stnart. Salamanca, 25ih .Time, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 17th inst., and although I have but 
little leisure just at present, I shall not delay to reply to it.* 

The Chevalier de Sousa wrote to me some time ago respecting the 
schemes for establishing a bank in Lisbon, and for lending money on 
English securities, upon which I gave him my opinion, and he must, I 
believe, have received it before he sent his plan to Mr. Hamilton. 
Nothing can be more absurd than all the reasoning respecting the esta- 
blishment of a hank in Portugal, to be conducted on the principle of the 
Bank of England. 1st; the constitution of the country will not allow 
of such an establishment : 2dly ; the military and political situation of 
the country is such that no man in his senses, whether native or foreigner, 
who has capital, will lay it out in this or any other scheme, which shall 
prevent him removing it from the country at a moment’s notice. 

People appear to me to he as wild nowin their notions of the security 
of the Portuguese territory as they were desponding two years ago. But 
I who, finm repeated reflection, must have a tolerably accurate notion of 
tbe real state of this country, and those wbo will be called upon to lay 
out their capital upon this banking scheme, and know well the relative 
force of the contending armies in tbe Peninsula, and the advantages and 
disadvantages attending each, and particularly those attending the Portu- 
guese frontier as a line of defence, will not be so ready as Senhor de 
Sousa (with his 90,000 men) thinks they will, to take their money out of 
their chests to lodge it in those of the bank, and eventually in those of the 
Portuguese Treasury. 

At this moment the two armies with which the allied armies are en- 
gaged are exactly double the strength in the held, according to the 
returns, of the allied British and Portuguese armies; and a more serious 
accident to Ballesteros than that which befell him in the beginning of 
this month at Bornos (and which it was totally out of my power to pre- 
vent) would bring a larger force upon Gen. Hill, and coute gue coute^ I 
* letter must have been written whilst in presence of the enemy. 
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sliouM be obliged to withdraw into Portugal, and all the prospects of the 
campaign would vanish. 

I have put out of the question the accidents which may happen to Gen. 
Hill or to me, as what I have above stated is sufficient to show that Por- 
tugal, though I trust she will be saved, is not in that state of security in 
which these visionaries would represent her. 

Then in respect to the British funded security for the capital of the 
bank, the reasoning upon that part of the subject is as fallacious as that 
upon other points. We are to collect in England the Portuguese duties 
Upon wines exported from Portugal to England. The first question upon 
which I am not informed is, whether the existence of these duties Is con- 
formable to the treaty ? The rest is referable to that part of the subject 
already discussed. Will Great Britain guarantee to the bank subscribers 
their capital whether Portugal is lost or saved? If that country should 
he lost, I believe it will be found that the new possessors will understand 
the mode of levying a duty upon the export of wine as well as the old; 
and will the British government make the people of Great Britain pay, 
in the price of their port wine, the two duties, viz., the existing one for 
the benefit of the capitalists of the hank, and the new one for the benefit 
of tbe usurping government ? However, I acknowledge that if all these 
difficulties could be overcome, the plan for establishing a hank, even with 
the views detailed in the project, would not be the most beneficial mode 
in which Great Britain could employ her credit for the advantage of 
Portugal. 

All the other plans considered in the papers which you enclosed, are 
mere spendthrift schemes for borrowing money on English security, to 
make up the deficit of the revenues of this country to defray the expenses 
of the war; which schemes, even if the King’s government could be 
brought to listen to them, would fail, owing to the absolute impractica- 
bility of procuring specie in the Peninsula, or in England to send to the 
Peninsula, or of taking from the military chest, for the service of Por- 
tugal, more specie than is already given in subsidy. 

I have been uniform, and, I believe, correct, in my opinions upon this 
subject. When a nation is desirous of estahlishiug public credit, or, in 
other words, of inducing individuals to confide their property to its 
government, they must begin by acquiring a revenue equal to their fixed 
expenditure ; and they must manifest an inclination to be honest, by per- 
forming their engagements in respect to their debts. This is what I have 
invariably recommended to the Portuguese government, and if they had 
attended to my recommendations, instead of flattering themselves with 
idle hopes of loans to he raised from England, the deficit in the revenue 
for the great war expenditure of last year, which I calculate at 15 millions 
oi cruzados, would, have been covered. I don’t ask for new taxes : on 
the contrary, I would repeal many ; hut I want a real and fair collection 
of those which should be allowed to exist. This is the only measure which 
can relieve Portugal and us ; and it is that one of which we ought not to 
lose sight for one moment. 

Honesty in the payment of debts has likewise been attended to. After 
a great deal of trouble and discussion, I at Idst forced the Portuguese 
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goveminent to pay the interest on the paper money in circulation^ and on 
%\y& Apoli€es (rmwie^/hy giving notice that I would order the Commissary 
Gen. to take no more in payment of his hills on the Treasury, if the 
measure was not adopted. In the mean time the government jobbed the 
question of the interest on the 

There is no doubt but that the payment of the interest has had a most 
material effect in restoring the credit of the paper money securities, 
notwithstanding that their nominal value in the market has not been 
materially altered. But let it be recollected that when this measure was 
adopted we had in the chest nearly £500,000 in paper money, which had 
accumulated there, and of which we could not dispose; and that we have 
never more now than the sum received in the month for bills, and that we 
experience no difficulty in disposing of the paper money to make our pay- 
ments, particularly in the capital and large towns ; and it will be seen that 
the measure has had a very important effect. 

I beg to refer to the calculations in England, regarding the value of 
bank notes in reference to gold and silver, and to compare the result with 
the existing paper money in Portugal, which, till the interest was paid, 
depended for its existence solely upon its being taken by the Commissary 
Gen. in payment for bills upon the Treasury ; and I believe it will be 
found that the difference in current value, in reference to gold and silver, 
is but trifling, while the English bank note, as security, is infinitely superior 
to the Portuguese paper money. 

I believe I have now considered all -'s financial schemes for 

Portugal, excepting the Comfiiissariat notes, and the recoinage of silver 
from dollars to 

Your reasoning upon the commissariat notes is undeniable. The bills 
drawn upon the Commissary Gen. by his deputies, in payment of supplies, 
and by him on his deputies at Lisbon, are not very good paper ; and I 
believe that a great deal of money is made by the traffic in them by tlie 
sharks residing in Lisbon, and other large towns, principally Englishmen, 
at the expense of the people who furnish supplies, and not improbably at 
the expense of the public. I have endeavored to prevent these gains, 
though I fear with but little success ; but we may depend upon it that the 
commissariat notes would be as low in value comparatively with money as 
the commissariat bills, and it would be totally out of my power to apply 
a remedy. 

The other scheme of — — - is, in my opinion, very objectionable. A 
new cruzade, cruzado novo^ as it is called, is current for 8 per cent more 
than the value of the silver it contains in reference to dollars, and we 
should gain 8 per cent by this recoinage. The new cruzade being current 
at Lisbon principally, it is possible that we should gain this 8 per cent on 
all our payments there; but even this is not certain, as we may depend 
upon it that foreigners, Americans particularly, and our own merchants, 
from whom we should purchase any thing, would add the 8per cent^ 
which they would lose on the coin in which we should pay them, on the 
price of the article which we should purchase from them. But this is 
not all. The operations in the expenditure of the British army are not 
confined to Lisbon, nor even to Portugal, How would the cruzades pass 
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in Spain ? Not at all. And we should thus suffer the greatest incoj- 
venience from a scheme, at best, not very worthy of the British 
government 

Upon the whole I am convinced that the only measure to he adopted to 
relieve the Portuguese from their financial difficulties, is never to cease 
urging them to discontinue all their useless expenses and estahlishments, 
and to set to work in earnest to reform the gross abuses which exist in the 
collection of their revenue. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Salamanca, 2t1th June, 1812. 

Marshal Marmont collected his army on the Duero between the 16th 
and 19th inst., with the exception of Gen. Bonet’s division, which I believe 
is still in the Asturias, and some small garrisons, and he moved forward 
from Puente el Sauco on the 20th. I formed the allied army, with the 
exception of the troops engaged in the operations against the forts at 
Salamanca, on the heights extending from the neighbourhood of Villares 
to Morisco ; and the advanced posts of the cavalry and infantry retired 
upon the army in good order, and without material loss. The enemy 
remained in our front on that night, and during the 21st ; and during that 
night they established a post on our right flank, the possession of which 
by them deprived us of an advantage which might eventually he of im- 
portance; I therefore requested Lieut. Gen. SirT. Graham to attack them 
ill that post on the 22d with the troops on the right, which he did with 
those of the 7th division, which were the reserve of the right, under the 
command of Major Gen. Hope and Major Gen. de Bernewitz. The enemy 
were driven from the ground immediately, with some loss. Our troops 
conducted themselves remarkably well in this affair, which took place in 
the view of every man of both armies. The enemy retired during that 
night; and on the following evening, they posted themselves with their 
right on the heights near Cabeza Veliosa, and their left on the Tormes, at 
Huerta ; their centre at Aldea Rubia. 

The object of the enemy in this movement being to endeavor to com- 
municate with the garrisons in the forts of Salamanca, by the left of the 
Tormes, I changed the front of the army, and placed the right at Marta, 
where there is a ford over the Tormes ; and the advanced posts at Aldea 
Lengua ; and I extended the troops so as to cover Salamanca completely, 
while I had it in my power to concentrate the army at any point at a short 
notice. 

I sent Major Gen. Bock’s brigade of heavy dragoons across the Tormes, 
in order to observe the passages of that river. The enemy crossed the 
Tormes at Huerta, about 2 o’clock on the morning of the 24th, in consi- 
derable numbers of cavalry, infantry, and artillery; and there was every 
appearance of a general movement in that direction. The conduct of 
Major Gen. Bock’s dragoons was conspicuously good upon this occasion* 
They did every thing in their power to make known the enemy’s move- 
ment; and opposed their advance vigorously under many disadvantages, 
in order to afford time for the dispositions necessary to be made. As 
soon as I was certain that the enemy had crossed the lormes, I requested 
Lieut, Gen. Sir T. Graham to cross that river with the 1st and 7th 
' ' '3a 
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divisions, and 1 sent over Major Gen. he Marchant’s brigade of cavalry; 
and I concentrated tbe remainder of tbe army between Morisco and Ca- 
brerizos, keeping the advanced posts still at Aldea Lengua. At abour 
noon, the enemy advanced as far as Calvarrasa de Abaxo ; bat observing 
the disposition made for their reception, they retired again in the afternoon 
across the Tormes to Huerta ; and they have since remained in the position 
which they occupied on the 23d. 

Between the 20th and 22d, I had a favorable opportunity of attacking 
the enemy, of which, however, I did not think it proper to avail myself, 
for the following reasons : 

1st; It was probable he had advanced with an intention to attack us, 
and, in the position which .we occupied, I considered it advantageous to be 
attacked; and that the action would be attended by less loss on our side. 

2dly ; The operations against the forts of Salamanca took up the atten- 
tion of some of our troops ; and although I believe the superiority of 
numbers in the field was on our side, it was not so great as to render an 
action decisive of the result of the campaign, in which we should sustain 
great loss. 

3dly; In case of failure, the passage of the Tormes would have been 
difficult, the enemy continuing in the possession of the forts, and com- 
manding the bridge of Salamanca. 

The siege of the forts of Salamanca has not advanced with the rapidity 
which I expected when I addressed your Lordship last. Although, from 
the pains taken and the expense incurred in their construction, and the 
accounts which I had received of them, I was prepared to meet with some 
difficulties, and provided an equipment accordingly ; the difficulties are of 
a more formidable nature than they were represented ; and the forts, 3 in 
number, each defending the other, are very strong, although not of a 
regular construction, and the equipment which I had provided for their 
attack was not sufficient; and I have been obliged to send for more, which 
has created some delay in the operations. 

We have breaches open in the Convent of San Vicente, which is the 
principal convent; hut these cannot be attacked in security till we shall 
have possession of Fort Los Cayetanos. Major Gen. Clinton made an 
attempt to carry that work by storm on the night of the 23d inst., the 
gorge having been considerably damaged by the fire of our artillery. 
This attempt unfortunately failed ; and I am concerned to add, that Major 
Gen. Bowes was killed. He was so eager for the success of the enterprise, 
that he had gone forward with the storming party, which consisted of a 
part of his brigade, and was wounded; and after his first wound was 
dressed, he returned again to the attack, and received a second wound, 
which killed him. Our loss in officers and men was likewise considerahle. 

I expect that every thing that is necessary to get the better of these 
forts will arrive to-morrow, and that I shall soon have the happiness of 
reporting that they are in our possession. 

We have discovered the cipher in which King Joseph wrote his orders 
to Gen. Drouet in regard to his operations against Lieut. Gen. Sir R. 
Hill, which were to move upon the allied troops in Estremadura. Your 
Lordship will observe from my dispatch of the 10th inst., that l had left 
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Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill in strengtli, and I have desired Mm to collect his 
troops in the position of Alhuera, which is the best in the country ; and to 
act according to circumstances, and to the movements of the enemy. By 
a letter from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill of the 22d, I learn that Gen. Dronet 
had been considerably reinforced from Andalusia since the defeat of Gen. 
Ballesteros at Bornos, in the beginning of the month, and had advanced 
as far as Almendralejo and Villa Franca; and Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill had 
concentrated his troops at Albuera, He had not decided whether he 
should attack Drouet or not, and he delayed the decision only because he 
was not quite certain of Drouet’ s strength. 

Gen. Ballesteros had sustained a severe loss in his action at Bomos on 
the 1st June; and I understand that he retired to the neighbourhood of 
Gibraltar. 

In the north, Gen. Santocildes, under the direction of Gen. Castanos, 
has invested Astorga with the Galician army, and is about to attack that 
place; in which operation I imagine that he cannot he interrupted, as the 
whole of the enemy’s army, excepting Gen. Bonet’s division in Asturias, 
is employed against that under my command. 

The guerrillas are in unmolested possession of all parts of the country ; 
and the enemy’s weak and scattered garrisons are cut off from all com- 
munication with each other, or with the country. 

P.S. I enclose returns of the killed, wounded, and missing, from the 
* 17th to the 24th June inclusive. [IncMed in the general return at p. 728 J 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Salamanca, 25th June, 1812. 

I enclose several letters in a cipher which we cannot discover, and it 
is very important that an endeavor should he made to discover it in 
London. It is the same cipher as is used by the Emperor’s ministers, 
and the discovery of the key, therefore, may be important for other objects 
as well as for our operations. 

Matters have not gone on as I could wish at Salamanca ; but the truth 
is that my attention has been so much and so constantly taken up with 
Marmont’s movements and my own, that I have not been able to attend to 
the operations of the siege as I ought. 

P.S. I enclose the last morning state. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. Cabrerizos, 26th .Tune, 1812, 2 km. 

I enclose a letter which I received from Lieut. Col. May on my return 
here, 

I conclude that you have stopped the firing for this day, and I recom- 
mend the following preparatory measures to be adopted for an attack to- 
morrow : 

1st ; The batteries to be all repaired. 

2dly ; The approach to he continued as far on as may he possible. 

3dly ; The new approach to he made from which Col. Burgoyne pro- 
posed to mine Los Cayetanos. 

4thly ; Two 24 pound carronades to be in readiness in No. 2, to fire 
red-hot shot upon those parts of the convent already breached, the roofe, 
&c. I am not certain that it would not be most convenient to make the 
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attack by daylight, and the shot would be ready to be iired so that the 
building may be on fire when the attack is made on Los Cayetanos, 

Bthly ; Two 24 pound howitzers, with ShrapneFs or common shells, to 
be placed in the new redoubt, to fire along that part of the exterior work 
from which the enemy can annoy the assailants of Los Cayetanos. 

6thly ; I wish that this evening or to-morrow morning you would ride 
to the left of the Tormes, and look at the ground on which the Ice House 
stands. I think that guns placed at a low stone wall on the top of that 
hill would see the reverse of some of the works from which the enemy 
could annoy the assailants of Los Cayetanos ; and if this be true, send over 
to that point 2 guns and one howitzer, or 3 guns of the brigade attached 
to the 6th division, in order to perform this service during the attack. 
They must be concealed till the attc^ck shall commence. Take one of the 
artillery oflSicers with you. 

Ithly; Let some of the ladders be carried forward into the trenches 
before daylight in the morning. 

Sthly; Let the ground be well examined on which parties may he 
posted to keep up a warm fire of musketry on the parapets of Los Caye- 
tanos, and on the works of San Vicente by which Los Cayetanos is defended, 
during the time the attack is going on, and let a calculation be made of 
the number of men each of them will contain. 

I shall he with you to- morrow if I can. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Salamanca, 26th June, 1812. 

I enclose my last dispatches. The armies are about 5 miles distant 
from each other. Marmont will not attack us, and I doubt whether I can 
attack him, even when I shall have taken the Salamanca forts; at all 
events, not before we shall have succeeded in that enterprise. 

In answer to your letter of the 9th and 10th, I have to tell you, that I 
don’t yet know that I shall have demands upon me for more than Don 
Carlos’ troops, although I think it probable I shall for the troops in 
Galicia, from Castanos and from Monsalud, for the troops in Estrema- 
dura. You had better, therefore, keep the sum you propose, £370, OOO, 
disposable. 

I can give caps and shoes to Doyle’s regiment, hut I have 'not great 
coats, knapsacks, or canteens. I shall desire Monsalud to supply them 
with caps and shoes from those I send to him. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Salamanca, 38th June, 1813 

We took the forts of this place yesterday, two of them by storm, and 
the third by capitulation. It was stormed, however, at the very moment it 
capitulated. Marmont has retired, and we march forward to-morrow. 

If you should find that Drouet separates his troops, or if he pretends to 

Salamanca, 28th June, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces returns his thanks to Major Gen. Clinton, the General 
omcers, officers, and soldiers composing the 6th division of infantry, and to Lieut. Col, 
May, the officers and soldiers of the Royal British and Portuguese artillery, and to 
Lieut. CoL Burgoyne, and the officers and men of the Royal Engineers, employed in the 
siege of the forts in Salamanca, for their conduct during the late operations against tliese 
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hold you in check with a smaller body of men than yon think you can get 
the better of, fall upon him, but take care in doing so to keep a very large 
proportion of your troops in reserve. 

P.S. Since writing this letter, I have received yours of the 25th. Fall 
upon the enemy if you can with advantage. I should prefer a partial 
affair to a general one; but risk a general ajffair, keeping always a very 
large body in reserve, particularly of cavalry, rather than allow Drouet to 
remain in possession of Estremadura, and to keep you in check. 

Be assured of the correctness of the return of the 1st April, allowing 
always for the battalions known to be taken or absent. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Fuentela Pena, 30th June, 1812, 7J- p.m. 

From all that I can learn, the greatest part of the enemy ’s army are at 
r Alaejos and La Nava. One division has certainly gone to Toro, I believe 

the 1st; and I have a report that they marched last night at 12 against 
Silveira. We warned him, however, of their movement towards the Buero 
3 days ago, and I hope he will be safe. 

I propose to move to-morrow upon Alaejos. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart Fuente la Pena, 30th June, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 25th. I see no reason to alter the 
opinion which I formed, that it is desirable to Portugal that the Prince 
I Regent should return to his European dominions, even to Lisbon. 

I don’t see what assistance it is proposed by Mr. Yansittart’s memoran- 
dum to give. This appears to me to contain only another proposal for a 
bank, and new plans for paying or rather securing old debts ; but none to 
relieve present difficulties. I shall object to every plan which is to fall 
upon the military chest of this army. We are not able to answer the de- 
mands upon us. 

P.S. I don’t know where the writer of Lord Castlereagh’s memorandum 
found that I had increased the embodied militia from 1 5,000 to 40,000 for 
the defence of the frontiers. I recollect desiring that the militia of Sil- 
veira, which were embodied; of Trant, which, I believe, were not; and of 
Wilson, part of which were embodied, might he embodied and mpsred into 
Beira, in case the enemy crossed the Agueda in March, when 1 went to 
; the siege of Badajoz. I never heard it pretended that this militia were 

12,000, but the Sec. of State has them as 25,000 ! 1 suppose in the same 

manner as Senhor de Sousa has the army as 90,000. To serve this country 
and Great Britain really becomes too heavy a task. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Fuentela Pena, 30tli June, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 19th May, regarding Major Macleod. 
He is a very fine young man, for whom I entertain a very great respect 
and regard, and he conducted himself remarkably well in the siege of Ba- 
dajoz, and was very useful in the preparations for that operation; and I 
think it not improbable that if he had not been wounded early in the siege, 
1 should have had an opportunity of mentioning him in such a manner as 
that His Royal Highness would have thought proper to promote him, as 
well as others who were promoted on the same occasion. 
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The question is, whether loiight now to recommend him for promotion, 
and I will acknowledge that I feel a great bias in his favor, not only on his 
own account, but on account of his brother. But I don’t think I ought to 
do so. Major Macleod is junior to many, even in his own corps, who have 
not been promoted, whose merit is distinguished, and who would complain, 
with reason, of injustice and partiality, if he were preferred to them upon 
the occasion of the siege of Badajoz at this late date. 

I hope that he will soon recover and return to us ; and you may depend 
upon it thafthere is no person more anxious for an opportunity of recom- 
mending his advancement than I am. 

To tlie Eail of Liverpool. Fuentela Pena, 30th June, 1812. 

The ammunition to enable us to carry on the attack of the forts having 
arrived at Salamanca in the afternoon of the 26th, the fire was immediately 
recommenced upon the gorge of the redoubt of Los Cayetanos, in which 
a practicable breach was effected at about 10 o’clock in the morning of the 
27th; and we had succeeded nearly about the same time in setting fire to 
the buildings in the large fort of San Vicente, by the fire from which the 
approach to Los Cayetanos by its gorge was defended. 

Being in Salamanca at this moment, I gave directions that the forts of 
Los Cayetanos and La Merced should be stormed ; but some little delay 
occurred in consequence of the commanding olBScer of these forts in the 
first instance, and afterwards the commanding officer of San Vicente, 
having expressed a desire to capitulate after the lapse of a certain number 
of hours. 

As it was obvious that these propositions were made in order to gain 
time till the fire in San Vicente should be extinguished, I refused to listen 
to any terms, unless the forts should be instantly surrendered ; and having 
found that the commanding officer of Los Cayetanos, who was the first to 
offer to surrender, was entirely dependent upon the Governor of San Vi- 
cente, and could not venture to carry into execution the capitulation which 
he had offered to make, I gave directions that his fort and that of La 
Merced might be stormed forthwith. 

These operations were effected in the most gallant manner by a detach- 
ment of the 6th division, under the command of Lieut. Col. Davis of the 
36th regt., under the direction of Major Gen. Clinton. 

The troops entered the fort of Los Cayetanos by the gorge, and escaladed 
that of La Merced; and I am happy to add that our loss was but trifling. 

The Governor of San Vicente then sent out a flag of truce to ratify the 
surrender of that fort on the terms I had offered him, viz., the garrison to 
march out with the honors of war ; to be prisoners of war ; and the officers 
to retain their personal military baggage, and the soldiers their knapsacks : 
and notwithstanding that the 9th regt. of ca^adores had actually stormed 
one of the outworks of San Vicente, and were in possession of it, I deemed 
it expedient to accept the fort by capitulation on those terms, and to stop 
the attack. I have already informed your Lordship that Major Gen. 
Clinton commanded the attack against these forts, which was carried on 
with great vigor and ability; and he mentions in strong terms of com- 
mendation the conduct of the General officers, officers, and troops employed 
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under Ms command ; particularly Col. Hinde of the 32dregt.j Lieut CoL 
Davis of the 36th regt., Capt Owen of the 61st regt, Brigade Major 
Hobart, and Ensign Newton of the 32d regt, who distinguished himself in 
the attack of the night of the 23d inst, and volunteered to lead the ad- 
vanced party in the attack of the 27th. He likewise mentions in strong 
terms Lieut. Col. May, who commanded the artillery under the direction 
of Col. Framingham, and the officers and soldiers of the Royal and Portu- 
guese artillery under his command, and Lieut. Col. Burgoyne, Lieut. 
Reid and the officers of the Engineers, and Major Thompson of the 74th 
regt., who acted as an engineer during these operations. 

The enemy had been employed for nearly 3 years in constructing these 
works, but with increased activity for the last 8 or 9 months. A large 
expense bad been incurred ; and these works, sufficiently garrisoned by 
about 800 men, and armed with 30 pieces of artillery, were of a nature to 
render it quite impossible to take them, excepting by a regular attack ; 
and it is obvious that the enemy relied upon their strength, and upon their 
being sufficiently garrisoned and armed ; as they had left in San Vicente 
large depots of clothing, and military stores of every description. I 
was mistaken in my estimate of the extent of the means which would 
be necessary to subdue these forts; and I was obliged to send to the rear 
for a fresh supply of ammunition. This necessity occasioned a delay of 
6 days. 

The enemy withdrew their garrison from Alba de Tormes as soon as 
they heard of the fall of the forts of Salamanca ; and I have ordered that 
the works at both places may he destroyed. 

The operations against the forts of Salamanca were carried on in sight 
of Marshal Marmont’s army, which remained in its position with the 
right at Cabeza Vellosa, and the left at Huerta, till the night of the 27th 
inst., when they broke up, and retired in three columns towards the river 
Duero ; one of them directing its march upon Toro, and the others upon 
Tordesillas.’'* The allied army broke up the following day, and are this 
day encamped upon the Guarena. 

We have various reports of reinforcements on their march to join the 
enemy, hut none on which I can rely. I know from intercepted letters, 
that Marshal Marmont expects to he joined by a division of the army of 
the North, reported to have been at Burgos on the 24th ; and it is reported 
that Gen. Bonet had withdrawn from the Asturias hy San Andres, and 
was on his march likewise for the same purpose. It is also reported that 
Gen. Bonet had received a check in the Asturias, and had sustained the 
loss of a considerable number of men. If this last report be true, it will 
account for Ms withdrawing from the Asturias ; in which province I have 
reason to believe, from the intercepted letters, that he had been ordered 
to maintain himself ; and that these orders had proceeded from Paris. 

By accounts from Estremadura of the 26th inst, it appears that the 
enemy still continued in the position which they had occupied in Estre- 
madura; and Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill was in front of Alhuera. It is 
obvious that they don’t intend to attack him, and I have recommended 
to him to attack them, if he should deem his force sufficiently strong, and 
of a sufficiently good description to give a fair chance of success, rather 
* See Appendix, Ko. -S.XIL 
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than allow them to keep him in check, and to remain in possession of a 
large part of the province of Estremadura. 

I have not yet heard that Gen. Santocildes has commenced his attack 
upon Astorga, Gen. Cabrera is at Benavente with his division; and I 
understand there are Spanish troops in Leon, The Conde de Amarante 
has his infantry at Carvajales, and Brig. Gen. D^Urban had crossed the 
Buero below Zamora, in order to aid in intercepting the enemy’s com- 
munication with Toro, before he heard of the fall of Salamanca. I have 
now desired him, however, to return across the Buero. 

I have received no late intelligence from the south. 

P.S, I enclose a return of the killed, wounded, and missing of the army 
since my last dispatch. 


Return of tbe killed, wounded, and missing in the siege of the Forts of San Vicente, Los 
Cayetanos, and La Merced, and in the position on the heights of Villares, from the 16th 
to the 37th June, 1813, inclusive. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente la Pena, 30th June, 1813. 

I omitted to report to your Lordship in my last dispatch the particulars 
of a very gallant affair of the cavalry in Estremadura, under the command 
of Lieut. Strenuwitz, the aide de camp of Lieut. Gen. Sir W. Erskine, 
Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill having learnt that the enemy had left at Maguilla 
a great proportion of the soldiers who had been taken prisoners in Major 
Gen. Slade’s affair of the 11th inst., sent Lieut. Strenuwitz on the I3th 
with a detachment consisting of 50 men of the 3d dragoon guards and 
Royal dragoons under the command of Lieut. Bridges of the Royal 
dragoons, to bring them in : on his arrival there, he found a detachment 
of French dragoons, consisting of 80 men, whom he attacked with such 
conduct and effect as to kill many, and to take prisoners one officer, 20 
men, and 25 horses, with the loss of one man of his detachment killed. 

I have frequently had occasion to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
conduct of Lieut. Strenuwitz, and I am happy to have this fresh oppor- 
tunity of doing so. 

To the Earl of Liverpool. Fuente la Pena, 30tli June, 1812. 

I liave had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of the 4th June, 
in regard to the proposed alteration of the certificates intended to be 
granted for money expected to be borrowed in this country. I beg leave 
to remind your Lordship that it is intended to note the payment of each 
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half year’s interest at the back of the certificate, so that it would not be 
possible for the holder to receive his interest both at head quarters and at 
Lisbon. 

In regard to the other objection to the proposed alteration, viz., that it 
would be necessary to be prepared with money to pay the interest both at 
head quarters and at Lisbon, I have to observe that there ^ould be no 
difficulty in settling with each holder of a certificate at what place the 
interest should he paid, even though the certificate should be drawn as I 
had proposed it should he altered. 

It is desirable that there should be a place fixed at which the interest 
should be paid besides the head quarters of the army, in case the army 
should he withdrawn from the Peninsula. 

It is not probable that either the Treasury or the military chest of the 
army would he called on to pay, within ten days, the whole amount of the 
sum of ^500,000 sterling, to which the grant of these certificates is 
limited. 

I am quite convinced that I shall never be able to impress on the minds 
of the people of this country, from whom I expected to derive some 
resources by the grant of these certificates, that they have any security 
for their money, if it is to be optional with the British authorities whether 
they are to be paid in the Peninsula or in England by hills, valuing the 
dollar at 5 shillings. None of these people can know the value of 5 
shillings relatively with a dollar, or any other coin with which they are 
acquainted, and they will certainly lend nothing upon such a security. I 
don’t propose, therefore, to make any use of these certificates. 

At the same time I beg leave to point out to your Lordship how impos- 
sible it is to expect that this or any other army can carry on operations in 
Spain so ill supplied, as this is, with money. We can get nothing from 
the country without payment in ready money, and every day’s march 
increases our distance from our magazines and the difficulty of communi- 
cating with them. The troops are 4 months in arrears of pay ; the Staff 
of the army 6 months; and the muleteers nearly 12 months; and we are 
in debt for every article of supply, of every description. 

I beg your Lordship to advert to the. impossibility of remaining any 
length of time in the forward position which our successes have enabled 
us to assume, and to reflect upon the consequences which, under these 
circumstances, would result from any misfortune. 

To Adm. Sir E. Pellew, Bart. Alaejos, 1st July, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 13th 
May, and I have received one of the 20th of that month from Lieut. Gen. 
Lord W. Bentinck, from which I learn that his Lordship was about to 
detach to Mahon a force under the command of Lieut. Gen. F. Maitland, 
which, however, was not of the strength which his Lordship had at first 
expected he should be able to detach. 

It is probable that this force will be by this time at Mahon, and that 


Aiaejos. Ist July, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces requests the attention of the officers of the army to the 
following order given out on t he 7fh May, 1811, No. 1. (See vol. iv. p. 786.) 
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it will have been met at that post by the equipments and stores which I 
had sent from this country to Gibraltar, with a request to the Governor 
to have them repaired and put in order there (of which there is a general 
enumeration in the margin) ; and by 4 companies of British and Portu- 
guese artillery, engineer officers, artificers, &c., who have likewise sailed 
to Gibraltar from Lisbon. 

I trust also that the transports for the conveyance of the Spanish troops 
to their destination will have arrived at Alicante and in Majorca, and that 
Lieut. Gen. Maitland will find every thing prepared to enable Mm to 
commence his operations. 

In regard to the plan of those operations, I still entertain the opinion 
which I did at first, viz., that the force is not sufficient to attack Barce- 
lona; and that its first object should be to obtain possession of Tarragona, 
in order to secure a point of communication between the ■fleets under the 
command of your Excellency and the army in Catalonia. It is my opinion 
that that is all which our troops will be able to effect in Catalonia, and the 
rest of the plan of the Baron de Eroles, or of any other plan of internal 
warfare in that country, ought to be left to Gen. Lacy and the troops 
under his command. 

But I think, that as soon as Tarragona shall be in our possession, and 
such temporary repairs shall have been given to the works as will secure 
them from a coup de mmn^ and measures adopted for those repairs being 
effectually carried into execution, that part of the force, consisting of the 
troops from Sicily, Portugal, Majorca, and Alicante, ought to be re- 
embarked, and proceed to make an attack upon the city of Valencia. 

Your Excellency will observe that I was always of opinion that this 
was the next object to the establishment of the communication by Tarra- 
gona, and circumstances have come to my knowledge lately which prove 
in the clearest manner that no blow could be so fatal to the interests of 
the French, or of King Joseph, as to deprive them of this city, and to 
renew the war in the kingdom of Valencia ; and that no diversion, whether 
in Catalonia, Aragon, or elsewhere, will have the effect of inducing the 
enemy to relinquish, or will deprive them of their possession of that 
kingdom and its resources. It must be done, therefore, by a direct 
attack ; and if the attack should first be made upon Tarragona, and the 
secret of the future plan of the operations of the allied forces is well 
kept, r entertain no doubt of success. 

It would doubtless he a great object that Valencia should afterwards 
be kept, and that the allied force, under Lieut. Gen. Maitland, should be 
the foundation of our system for maintaining the war in the kingdom of 
Valencia and the eastern coast of the Peninsula, upon which points I 
shall communicate to your Excellency and Gen. Maitland my opinion 
hereafter, if I should find that the plan which I have above proposed is 
adopted, and if it should be decided that the force under Lieut, Gen. 
Maitland is to remain in the Peninsula during the winter. 

After I wrote to your Excellency on the 16th April, I crossed the 
Tagus with the army, in order to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, which was 
effected by the enemy retiring across the Agueda in front of our army 
on the 24th of that month. It was necessary then to provide for the 
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subsistence of the garrison of that place for some time in advance, and 
by the time that object was effected, the season was so far advanced, that 
it was too late for our operations in the southern parts of the Peninsula. 
I therefore determined to direct them to this quarter ; and in the mean 
time Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill struck a very brilliant and important blow 
on tbe enemy’s bridge and establishments on the Tagus, at Almaraz, 
whereby tbe direct communication between their northern and southern 
armies was cut off. 

We crossed the Agueda on the 13th June, near Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
invested the forts which the enemy had constructed at Salamanca on the 
Pith; and we took two of them by assault, and one by capitulation, on 
the 27th, in the presence of the enemy’s whole army. They retired on 
the following day towards the Duero, and we have followed them to this 
point. We hear of their expecting reinforcements, but I have no ac- 
counts of any on which I can rely ; and, upon the whole, it appears to 
me that they are as determined, as I am, not to fight an action in a dis- 
advantageous situation. 

From this outline of the state of affairs on this side of the Peninsula 
your Excellency will see what an important part the forces on the eastern 
side of the Peninsula have to perform, 

I request your Excellency to communicate this letter to Lieut. Gen, 
Maitland, who, I conclude, will be near you when you will receive it. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Villa Verde, 3d July, 1812, p.m, 

1 returned here about an hour ago, and received your letter of this day. 
I have for some time past been apprehensive that you would be under the 
necessity of confining yourself, in order to apply the remedies which may 
be necessary for your eye ; but I cannot avoid feeling the utmost concern 
that this necessity should have become urgent at the present moment, 
and that I should now be deprived of your valuable assistance. I must, 
however, make up ray mind to this loss ; as, from what I have heard, I 
am apprehensive that no time is to be lost in applying the remedies to 
your eye, which are most likely to recover it. 

I made our light infantry (the 60th) pass the Duero this day under the 
fire of our cannon, and I left them on the right of the river this afternoon. 
Notwithstanding the enemy’s fire we had nobody hurt. The enemy, 

0.0. Villa Verde, 2d July, )S12. 

^ Hi: -If ^ 

Which sentence has been confirmed by bis Excellency the Commander of the Forces. 

2. Lieut. , of the — , is to be released from his arrest. 

3. The Commander of the Forces has had reason frequently to urge the officers of the 
army to treat with respect the authorities of the country, arid with kindness the people. 

4. All must be sensible that no people will submit to be treateil with contempt,^ parti- 
cularly not those in authority ; and there is no officer who is not aware that, in his own 
country, he dare not conduct himself towards either magistrates or people in the manner of 
which there are too frequent instances in this country. 

5. Yet there are laws here to protect persons in authority from insult, as well as in Eng- 
land ; and it is not generous or manly to take advantage of tbe good nature of the people, 
and of their gratitude for the services rendered to them by the army, to insult them. 

6. Tlie Commander of the Forces is determined that he will never pass, unnoticed, con- 
duct of this description, and he hopes that Lieut. will take warning from what has 

passed at this Court Martial, and from this reprimand, not to insult or amuse himself at the 
expense of the terrors of tlie people of the country in future. 
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about 8 battalioBs, took post on a height about a mile or more from the 
river, there being a plain between them and the river. I think we could 
have dislodged them ; but it would have answered no purpose. The 
enemy are too near for us to keep the post, unless we should pass over 
the whole army ; which it would not be desirable to do, till we shall have 
found at least one more passage for infantry. I have heard of another at 
Gastro Nuho, which I have sent officers to look at. 

I rather think, from the reports of this morning from the outposts, 
that Marmont, is about to move to his left; but it is impossible to say, 
as he changes his determination every hour. The infantry certainly 
moved in that direction this morning ; but Stanhope^ tells me, that upon 
the firing being heard, some were sent towards Polios, who afterwards 
returned. 

It appears certain that Marmont will not risk an action unless he should 
have an advantage ; and I shall certainly not risk one unless I should 
have an advantage; and matters therefore don’t appear likely to be 
brought to that criterion very soon. I am anxious to find passages of the 
Duero, in order to be able to take advantage of bis detaching troops to 
look for provisions, &c. ; and I wish to get him to abandon Tordesillas, 
or to destroy the bridge at that place. The possession of that place and 
of its bridge gives him great advantages. It is as near Salamanca almost 
as Toro, and nearer than Zamora ; and we cannot move to the right or left 
without exposing our communications, so long as he has that bridge. I 
hope, however, to induce him to abandon it. 

I am afraid that the 1st, 7th, and 4th divisions are encamped in an un- 
wholesome situation, and I have desired De bancey to write to have the 
two former at least encamped at Medina del Carapo, getting their water 
from the wells of the town ; and the latter I proposed to bring towards 
the centre at Foncastin. We wait for the report on the lower part of the 
jZapardiel, before the distribution is made. I propose to go to Rueda in 
the morning, to look more accurately at the ground in front of the bridge 
than I could yesterday; and I propose to establish head quarters there in 
order to be more in the way. I will call upon you in my way, 

I have no news whatever from the army of Galicia, or from D’Urban, 
since the 30th. 

The A.G, to Major Boy al^ Santarem^ and Capt. Kipping^ Coimbra* 3d duly, 1812. 

Herewith I enclose you a return of men invalided for England at the (Santarem 
and Coimbra) dep6t ; and as great inconvenience has arisen in arranging the 
accounts of invalids at the'several hospital stations where invalided, it has been 
found expedient that these men should be forwarded to the depot at Belem for the 
above purpose, preparatory to their embarkation for England. You will therefore 
be pleased to lose no time in taking the necessary steps to send iJ/ie whole of the 
invalids at the station under your command to Belem, transmitting at the same 
time their accounts, or any other documents that may facilitate the final settlement 
of the accounts on their arrival at that place ; and my former instructions to you 
on this head of service are, of course, cancelled. 

The J*G* to Major Gen* Peacocke, Lisbon, 3d July, 1812. 

Great difficulty having arisen in settling the accounts of the invalids at the 

* Capt, the Hon, James Stanhope (brother of Eai'l Stanhope), aide decamp to Sir 
T. Graham, 
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dep6ts where they now are, as LiUeriy proposed, 1 have the honor to acquaint you 
that the Commandants of the several hospital stations have received instructions 
from me to forward to Belem the whole of the men invalided for England 
(amounting to about 2000), transmitting at the same time their respective ac- 
counts, in order that this head of service may he facilitated as much as possible. 
Some delay having already existed in sending these men to England, I have to 
request you will give the necessary directions that the final settlement of their 
accounts may he made with the greatest expedition. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir T, Graham, K.B. Rueda, 4th July, 1812, 9 p.m. 

I have not yet received such accounts of the fords as to enable me to 
arrange a plan for the attack of the enemy’s detachment opposite Polios. 
The upper fords will certainly not answer. The enemy have shown a 
small detachment (150 men) at Valdestillas this day, which I imagine 
must have come from some of the garrisons. Sir Stapleton tells me this 
evening that the troops which marched yesterday to Valladolid have re- 
turned; hut he does not say to what place; probably to Simancas. 

I enclose a letter from Marmont to Drouet, of which I have the 3 copies. 
It appears that Bonet was at Aguilar de Campo ;^ which I take to be two 
long marches from Valladolid. 

I have written to Adm. Martin to request him to send a vessel to Oporto 
to take you home; and to write to you to Oporto under cover to Governor 
Trant, to let you know on what day the vessel will have left the Tagus. 
As the post is not yet regularly established, and has not come in lately ’ 
with regularity, 1 send this letter by a messenger. 

Wishing you a pleasant journey, and the early recovery of your 
sight, believe me, &c. 

To Earl Bathurst, Rueda, 4th July, 1812. 

I received this day by Col. Gordon your letter of the 1 6th June ; and 
I assure you, that the arrangement by which you have been placed at the 
head of the War Department is perfectly satisfactory to me ; and you will 
find that I shall correspond with you with the same freedom and con- 
fidence as I have with your predecessors. 

You will he apprised of the state of affairs here, by ray late letters to 
Lord Liverpool. Our principal and great want is money, with which 1 
am afraid you cannot supply us sufficiently. But we are really in ter- 
rible distress ; I am afraid, in greater distress than any British army has 
ever felt, 

I hope that I am strong enough for Marmont at present, whatever force 
he may bring from the Asturias or the army of the North ; but I am 
anxious to get Castanos’ Galician corps forward, in order to establish 
myself well upon the Duero. If we cannot effect that object, we may be 
obliged to fall back. 

^ There is Aguilar de Campos, 10 leagues from Valladolid, north east from I^Iedina de 
Rio Seco. Aguilar de Campo on the Pisuerga, in the province of Palencia, where Gen. 
Bonet appears to have been, is 23 leagues north from Valladolid. 

A G O. Ruedu, 6tli July, 1812. 

1. Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham having been under the necessity of quitting the army, 
on account of his health, Major Gen. H. Campbell is appointed to command the ist division 
of infantry till further orders. 
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' Rueda, 7th July, 1812. 

At a time when I have other important subjects to think of, it is very 
unpleasant to me to he obliged to write to you on the conduct of Gapt. 
—— towards Mr. and Mr. . . . of the Commissariat. 

It appears that Mr. ... . having refused to issue rations twice in one 
day to Capt. — ’s servants, was sent for by Capt. and being then 

employed by Mr. this gentleman desired that Capt. — — might be 

informed he could not then attend him. Capt. — then went to Mr. 

department, and in presence of Mr* put Mr. . . . . in arrest 

for not attending him, notwithstanding that Mr. assured him that 

Mr ... . was actually employed by him in the public service. 

The Commissariat is a public department, under the particular charge 
and direction of the Commissary Gen. and his officers ; and no officer of 
the army, be his rank what it may, has a right as a matter of course to 
interfere in its duties. I don’t mean to say that the General officers and 
their Staff are not to superintend the performance of their duties by the 
officers of all the departments of the army attached to the particular 
division of troops placed under their command; but the duty of a General 
and his Staff in respect to these departments is confined to superintend- 
ence; he cannot give directions, because he is not responsible for the 
performance of the duty of the department; and when his interference 
goes beyond superintendence, he is liable to be thrown upon his own 
justification. 

Now if the conduct of Capt. is tried by this plain and simple rule, 

he will he found highly deserving of blame. 1 know of no right that 
Capt. — — had to order the attendance of Mr. .... to give an account 
why rations had not been issued to his servants. If he has that right, every 
officer in the division has the same; and if all are to exercise it, and all 
are to call for Mr. . . . .’s attendance when they please, what is to become 
of the issues to the division? It is clear that he had no such right ; and 
it follows of course, that he exceeded his authority when he placed Mr. 
* . . . in arrest for not obeying this improper command to attend him. 

But this is not all. He went to the Commissariat, and in presence of 
the Deputy Commissary Gen», who ordered Mr. . . . * not to attend him, 
placed Mr. ... . in arrest. There is certainly no relation of rank between 
the officers of the Commissariat and the officers of the army ; but (putting 
out of the question the unmanly proceeding of putting in arrest a clerk, 
who it appeared had acted, and was acting under the orders of his im- 
mediate principal) it was a most irregular proceeding to put him in arrest 
in the presence of his principal of the rank of Deputy Commissary Gen., 
who very properly, in my opinion, ordered him out of arrest. 

I am very much concerned to he obliged to do any thing unpleasant to 

Capt. •, who is an officer for whom I entertain a very high respect ; 

hut his conduct has been of such an improper description on this occasion, 
that if he does not make an apology for it, I must remove him from his 
situation on the Staff, and send him to join his regiment. 

I enclose you Mr. report on this transaction; and I am sorry to 

say that I differ with you upon it. But I must act upon my own views, 
or I can’t carry on the service; and I only hope that Capt. will 
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have the good sense to see the impropriely of his conduct, and make that 
atonement for it which every man who is aware that he has conducted 
himself improperly, ought to make. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Rueda, 7th July, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from the Commissary Gen. in regard to the supplies 
demanded by the Portuguese government in this month, enclosed in your 
letter of the 23d June, from which you will see that all the supplies will 
he given, and at what places. 

In regard to money, I know that we have absolutely none. 

I expect some from England, of which I shall take care that a propor- 
tion, when it does arrive, shall he given to the Portuguese government, I 
have written repeatedly to England to make known our distresses. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Rueda, 7th July, 1812. 

I observe from your letter of the 13th June to the Sec. of State, that 
Kis Royal Highness does not approve of the mode in which I have 
carried into execution the plan for raising Spanish recruits for this army. 
The fact is, that I adopted it because’ any other that was preferred might 
he adopted in lieu of it; and I suspected what has turned out to he the 
case, that we should get hut few or no recruits. We have not got enough 
in the whole army to form one company; and I am sorry to add that some 
have deserted. 

If His Royal Highness wishes the plan to he altered, and additional 
companies to he added to each regiment, it can be done the moment I shall 
receive the notification of his pleasure. 

To Earl Bathurst. Rueda, 7th July, 1812. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from Adm. Sir E. 
Pellew, and the copy of one which 1 have written to him on the plan of 
operations to he adopted on the eastern coast of the Peninsula. 

To Earl Bathurst. Rueda, 7th July, 1812. 

I am concerned to have to inform you, that Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, 
having for some time suffered from a disorder in his eyes, has at last been 
obliged to quit the army, and to return to England in order to apply the 
remedies which are thought necessary. 

I have every reason to regret the loss of the assistance of Lieut. Gen. 
Sir T. Graham at this moment. 

To Earl Bathurst. Rueda, 7th July, 1812, 

The army broke up from the encampment on the Guareha on the 
morning of the 1st inst, and the enemy having retired from Aiaejos, en- 
camped on the Trabancos, with the advanced guard at La Nava del Rey. 
Having heard that the enemy had destroyed the bridge of Tordesiilas, and 
knowing, from intercepted letters, that Marshal Marmont intended to take 
a position near this town, our advanced guard crossed the Zapardiel, and 
moved upon Rueda on the morning of the 2d, supported by the left of the 
army, while the right and centre moved towards Medina del Campo. The 
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enemy, however, had not destroyed the bridge uver the Duero, as reported ; 
and the main body of the army had retired upon Tordesillas, leaving the 
rear guard at Rueda. 

Lieut Gren. Sir S. Cotton immediately attacked the rear guard with 
Major Oen. Anson’s and Major G V. Alten’s brigades of cavalry, and 
drove them in upon the main body at Tordesillas. As the right and centre 
of the army were at a considerable distance, I could not bring up a suffi- 
cient body of troops in time to attack the enemy during their passage of 
the Duero ; and they effected that operation without material loss, and took 
their position on that river with their right on the heights opposite Polios, 
their centre at Tordesillas, and their left at Simancas on the Pisuerga. 

I moved our left to Polios on the 3d, and obtained possession of the ford 
over the Duero at that place. But as the ford was scarcely practicable 
for infantry, and the enemy’s corps was strongly posted with a consider- 
able quantity of cannon on the heights which command the plain, on which 
the troops must have formed after crossing the ford ; and as L could not 
establish the army on the right of the Duero till I should have adequate 
means of passing the river, I did not think it proper to push our troops 
farther. We have since been employed in endeavors to discover the fords 
of the Duero, which are in general but imperfectly known j and are wait- 
ing till they become practicable for infantry. By that time I hope that 
the army of Galicia, under Gen. Santocildes, will have been able to ad- 
vance, the siege of Astorga having been brought to a conclusion. The 
fire against that place opened on the 2d inst., hut I have not heard with what 
effect f and i have recommended to Gen. Santocildes to leave a small body 
of troops to continue the siege, and to move forward with the remainder. 

Lieut. Gen. the Conde de Amarante remains at Carvajales, and Brig. 
Gen, D’Urban is with his cavalry in rear of the enemy’s right flank at 
Castromonte. The guerrilla Marquihez is at Palencia, 

Gen. Bonet was at Aguilar de Campo in the end of last month, and 
orders have been sent to him to join the army. As many copies of these 
orders have been intercepted, it is doubtful whether he has received them; 
and I have not heard of his moving. There are no accounts of the move- 
ment of the troops of the army of the North. 

By the last accounts from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, of the 1st inst., he 
was about to move to attack Gen. Drouet, whose force be considered infe- 
rior to that under his command. 

Th A,G, to M. le Gemral de la Martinih'e. 7th July, 1812. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter with the sum of 
3000 francs for M. Duchemin, which shall he imniediatL-ly forwarded to Lisbon 
for that officer, with particular directions to be remitted to him in England should 
he already have left Lisbon. In compliance with the request contained in your 
communication, the serjeant is sent agreeably to the proposed exchange. With 
regard to the further exchange of officers, 1 am directed by his Excellency Mar- 
shal the Earl of Wellington to acquaint you that from the time that has elapsed 
since the garrisons of the forts of Salamanca were conducted to Lisbon, his Excel- 
lency is apprehensive that prior to this period they have been embarked for England ; 
but, at the same time, arrangements will be made for exchanging tlie French officers 
proposed in your letter on their arrival in England, should it meet the wishes of 

Marshal the Due de Raguse to send in Capt. and Lieut. (the former 

of whom has been conceived for some time past to labor under mental derange* 
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ment). His Excellency would feel mucli pleasure in acceding to tlie exchange 
submitted for M. Ducberain ; but be is not aware of the regular cartel upon 
occasions of this nature. The Earl of Wellington will, however, most willingly 
embrace the first opportunity of promoting any exchange upon a regular basis for 

that officer. 168 dollars and the baggage of Capt. are sent inhy the flaff of 

truce. ® 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir E. Hill, K.B. Rueda, 8th July, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the 4th. If Drouet is reinforced, you will 
of course resume the old position. If you should find that the enemy pro- 
pose to make the siege of Badajoz, after they shall have got their reinforce- 
ments, and shall have dislodged you from Albuera, you must prepare to 
take the position on the hill of Engracia, and keep your communication 
by Campo Maior. 

The enemy have got into a strong situation on the other side of the 
Duero, from which we cannot dislodge them till the river shall fall 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. Rueda, 8th July, 1812, 5 p.m. 

I learn from Polios that cannon and carriages, escorted by troops, were 
passing through San Roman, on the road to Toro, from 10 to 12 last night, 
the numbers of either cannon or troops not stated. 

In a report from Tordesiilas, it is stated that 8000 men had marched in 
that direction last night; hut this is stated only as a report. It is neces- 
sary to have a good look out kept this night upon the Adaja. Have we 
any thing at Puente, de Duero, or any communication with the guerrilla 
who is there ? Let me know every thing that passes as soon as possible. 

As I see that Palombini’s division, expected from the army of the North, 
had not arrived at Valladolid this morning, I am inclined to suspect that 
the movement towards Toro, if it is of more than carriages, has nothing to 
do with us, hut is directed against Santocildes at Astorga. However, it is 
as well to be prepared to collect our troops ; and I have directed that the 
baggage and Commissariat may be pushed out of the town this night. 

I am going towards Polios to see whether they have made any further 
discovery of fords, and shall be back between 8 and 9. 

P.S. Show this to Beresford. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Rueda, 8th July, 1812, 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday. 

The enemy have got into a very strong position beyond the Duero, to 
which we cannot look till there shall be more fords in the river. 

Sir R. Hill tells me that Souit is about to reinforce Drouet still further, 
and that they talk of the siege of Badajoz. This would ruin every thing. 
I have given him directions what to do, and I think he may prevent the 
siege ; but if Drouet should be reinforced, it is very desirable that Bal- 
lesteros should act. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Rueda, 9th July, 1812. 

I have made no alteration in our position since you left us; and the 
French have continued in their positions on the fords, which it is impos- 
sible to cross as long as they hold them in such strength. Indeed it would 
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not answer to cross the river at all in its present state, unless we should 
be certain of having the co-operation of the Galician troops* 

! 1 understand that there was a breach in Astorga yesterday, but I doubt 

the inclination of the Spaniards to storm it. 

Bonet has joined; and on the evening of the 7th the enemy made a 
• movement to their right, and Foy’s division arrived at Toro yesterday. I 
have not heard that any other troops moved in that direction, and I 
believe not. 

I see by an intercepted letter that Marmont was a little uneasy at the 
progress of the Galicians and Silveira, and it is probable that these move- 
ments are the cause of Foy’s; but, at all events, I propose to move 2 divi- 
sions to La Nava del Rey this evening, in case the enemy should entertain 
any design of striking upon our communication. 

I have an intercepted letter from Marxnont to a Gen. Palombini, who is 
coming by Aranda de Duero to join him from the army of the North. He 
had not arrived at Aranda on the 7 th. 

Marmont has dismounted his infantry officers in order to remount 
dragoons. If he takes all the horses, he may get 700; hut in a letter 
from Valladolid 1 see that he gets 400. 

I hope that you hear your journey well. 

P.S. I send this to the Governor of Almeida, with a request that he 
will send it to meet you at Barca d’Alva ; and if you should have passed 
that place, that he should send it to Oporto. 

To Bari Bathurst Rueda, 9th July, 1SI2. 

I received last night your letter of the 24th June, and I don’t delay to 
answer it, as it is possible that there may he an opportunity of sending 
this letter from Lisbon before the next packet will sail. 

You will have seen from my dispatch of the 7th (No. 1)‘ that Sir T, 
Graham has been obliged to quit the army, but I must inform you that it 
is his determination to return, if he should save one of his eyes. You 
will be able to learn whether this is probable, and will judge according 
to what you will hear upon this point ; and, regarding the period of his 
absence, whether it is expedient to make any and what arrangement to 
fill his station. 

In regard to the first arrangement to which you have adverted, 1 have no 
objection to it, excepting that it would mortify Sir Stapleton exceedingly. 

It would likewise be necessary to supersede — — upon whose sunity, 

I am sorry to say, much reliance cannot be placed. He deprived us of 
many of the advantages which would have resulted from Sir R. Hill’s 
expedition to the Tagus in May ; and it is impossible to trust to his judg- 
ment in any critical case. 

In regard to the second arrangement, I have to inform you that I don’t 
believe Lord W. Bentinck will come to Spain ; at least, if he does, it will 
not be till a late period in the season. Besides, in case the event should 
occur for which you wish to provide, you could send an officer from 
England who would reach the army as soon as Lord W. Bentinck could 
from the eastern coast. 

In respect to the third arrangement, I have a great regard for, and enter- 
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tain a very high opinion of, Sir E. Paget ; but I think it probable that iie 
would not come, on the chance of Sir T, Graham returning to the ariny. 

Considering that Sir W, Beresford is here, and would naturally have 
considerable influence in the conduct of the operations, I acknowledge 
that, although — is not exactly the person I should select to com- 

mand an army, I don’t think any evil would result from his holding the 
command for a short time, till you could make a permanent arrangement. 
However, I shall be perfectly satisfied with any arrangement you may 
make.;'^ 

Since I wrote my dispatch of the 7th, Bonet has joined the army; and 
I have a letter from Marmont to Gen. Palomhini, directing him to move 
quickly from Aranda de Duero to Yalladolid, with the troops of the army 
of the North under his command. He is an Italian, and I don’t believe 
his troops are of the hest kind. Indeed, it appears, from letters from 
Marmont to the King, that he does not feel great confidence in them p 
but these letters are written in the Paris cipher, of which we have not 
been able to discover the key. 

Marmont has taken the horses from the officers of the army to remount 
the cavah'j. This resource, if he carries the arrangement into execution 
strictly, will give him 700 additional cavalry. He has heard of the siege 
of Astorga, and of the collection of force in that direction ; and he detached 
a division towards Toro and Zamora on the night before last, to acquire a 
knowledge of what was going on, I believe. This division has been re- 
placed in his line by that of Bonet 

I hear that a breach was open at Astorga on the 7th, but I fear that the 
Spaniards will not storm it. If they do not, the Go vernor will not surrender. 

I have a letter from Hill of the 4th. Drouet had retired to Ribera, as 
I expected he would; hut it is reported that additional reinforcements 
have been sent to him, in which case Hill will be obliged to retire upon 
Albuera, But I have no idea that the French will be strong enough in 
Estremadura to make any impression upon Hill. 

They talk of preparing a train at Seville to lay siege to Badajoz ; hut 
that appears impossible, unless they should he able to heat Hill out of the 
field. 

To Earl Batkurst. Rtieda, 9fli July, 1812. 

Since I wrote my letter this day, I have received one from Sir R. Hili 
of the 5th, from Bienvenida. The French had retired that day from 
Usagre, and their rear guard was at Llera. They will certainly now retire 
entirely into Cordova. 

The A.G* to Officers commanding ai hospital stations. lOth July, 1812. 

I have the lioiior to inform you that his Excellency the Commander of the 
Forces has determined that no more than 12 men shall be allowed as a guard for 
any hospital station ; and that if it should not be found practicable to keep the men 
in hospital without a sentry at every door, that the doors should he locked. \ ou 
will therefore make the hest arrangements you can, and see that no man is de- 
tained at your station who is fit to do his duty in the field. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. Rueda, II th July, 1812, 9 a.m. 

I have had no account from Toro since yesterday at 12 at noon. A part 
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of Foy’s troops, about 800, had then moved in this direction, and the re- 
mainder were at Toro. Yery few, if any, had passed the river ; and those 
which had passed had done so only for plunder. They were repairing the 
bridge. 

The enemy yesterday morning moved a body of troops, about 5 batta- 
iions, from the camp opposite Polios to their right, and we were informed 
in the evening that these had halted at San Roman, which place is about 
two miles from Castro Nuno, on the road towards Toro. I desired Don 
Julian’s officer at Castro Nuno to report to you any event at that place, 
to which it will be necessary for you to attend. Send a Staff officer over 
to Castro Nuno, and let me know the distance from Alaejos, the kind of 
road, country, &c. Yesterday evening the enemy moved about a division 

infantry from Tordesillas to the camp opposite Polios, as well as I could 
juage ; and about the same number from their left to Tordesillas. I have 
not yet received the morning reports from Polios, hut I believe matters 
are there in the state in which I left them last night. They are so at 
Tordesillas, 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Rueda, llth July, 1812. 

I enclose a letter which I received yesterday evening from the Marques 
cle Monsalud, containing the decipher of a letter from the King to the 
Comte d’Erlon.* I wish that the Marques had sent the ciphered letter 
here, or at least an accurate ^^npy of the decipher, as in this letter there 
are some faults of spelling, and it appears to me that the whole letter 
is too loosely worded to he intended as a military order. It is, besides, 
in its present form, not consistent with the King’s orders to Drouet, of 
which Lord FitzRoy sent you a deciphered copy on the 23d June. 

It is necessary, however, that I should give you some directions for 
your guidance in case that Drouet, finding that he cannot march over you, 
according to the King’s orders of the 31st May, should cross the Tagus, 
according to those of the 21st June. Much will depend upon the force 
with which Drouet will cross the Tagus, and the description of it. If he 
takes across with him all the cavalry he has, you must send across the 
whole of the 2d division of cavalry, with the exception of one British and 
3 Portuguese regiments : if he should take across only one brigade of 
cavalry, you must send one brigade across, Gen. Slade’s, and the 2d hussars. 
If he should take across the Tagus 2 or 3 divisions of infantry, you must 
send across the following troops ; Major Gen. Howard’s and Col. Byng’s 
brigades of the 2d division, and Gen. Hamilton’s Portuguese division. 
Ail these troops must cross by the bridge of Alcantara, respecting which 
you must give timely directions to have it put down. They are then to 
march by the pass of Perales and Guinaldo upon Ciudad Rodrigo, where 
they will receive further orders from me. 

The station for the troops which will remain in Estremadura must 
depend partly upon the strength which the enemy will leave in the pro- 
vince, and partly upon considerations of health; The high grounds about 
Zafi’aare the most healthy; hut if, on account of the strength of the 
enemy in the province, the troops cannot remain there, they must be 
* Lieut. Gen. Drouet. 
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brought back towards Badajoz, &c. It will be necessary that you should 
superintend the movement of these troops till they shall come within 
my reach, and then that you should return, and continue in charge in 
Kstremadura. 

It is not impossible but that the King may meditate an invtision of 
Portugal along the valley of the Tagus by Plasencia, as I see that they 
are very busy at Madrid constructing boats, &c. In order to guard 
against this, therefore, it might be expedient that those troops destined, 
according to these directions, to remain in Estremadura, when the others 
shall come into Castille, should move by easy marches to Oaceres, when 
the others shall move upon Alcantara, and should remain there till Drouet 
shall have quitted the valley of the Tagus. If* the King should attempt 
to penetrate by the valley of the Tagus, you must defend the passages of 
the Alagon, if you should not he in time to prevent the enemy from 
passing the Tietar; in this case you will bring your whole force across 
the Tagus, with the exception of the garrison regiments, leaving Estre*. 
madura to the care of the Marques de Monsalud. 

P,S. There is a regiment of Portuguese cavalry in the valley of the 
Tagus, under the command of CoL Diggens, and three very good 
battalions of militia in Lower Beira, under the command of Brig. Gen. 
Le Cor. 

To Major Gen. H. Clmton. Rueda, 12th July, 1812, 5 f.m. 

By a letter just received from Toro, of 11 last night, I find that Foy 
having left that place, had returned there in the evening with part of his 
force, and that the work at the bridge proceeded but slowly. At the same 
time, all the intelligence and the enemy’s movements lead to a belief that 
their intention is to cross the Duero at that place. 

You will see my intentions from the Q. M. G.’s instructions of this day, 
I have ordered Gen, Bradford’s brigade to Castro Nuno, which will give 
us ample time to collect upon our left. * 

I write to Don Carlos to desire that any correspondent at Toro may be 
directed to write to you. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart, Eueda, I2th July, 1812. 

In reference to Dorn M. Forjaz’s question regarding the post horses at 
Thomar, Caha^os, Espinhal, and Foz d’Arou<^*e, I have to acquaint you 
that Major Scovell has discontinued to advance the payment of their 
maintenance in consequence of their services not being required for the 
communications of the army ,* but of course it rests with the Portuguese 
government to decide upon the propriety of keeping up this establish- 
ment. He has also ceased to advance the pay for the support of 4 horses 
of the 10 kept at Golegao, in consequence of the line by Thomar being 
no longer necessary, that by Ahrantes being considered fully sufficient 
for the purposes of the army. 

To Lieut. Geu. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Rueda, 13tli July, 1812, 1 p.m. 

I have received your letter of the 9th inst., 9 a.m., and you will have 
obs«»r¥ed from my letter of yesterday that I had anticipated the report 
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expected from you, that Brouet would march in this direction. The 
King, from accounts received last night, appears to he collecting a large 
force at Madrid, particularly in cavalry, and I am apprehensive that, after 
all, the enemy will be too strong for me; but we shall see. Don’t let 
any time be lost unnecessarily. 

Ta Earl Batburst Rueda, 14th July, 1812. 

Gen, Bonet joined the enemy on the evening of the Ith inst, and they 
have since extended to their right as far as Toro, where they - have been 
actively employed in repairing the bridge which they had before de- 
stroyed. It is generally reported that they propose to cross the Duero at 
that point, when they are reinforced by the troops expected from the 
armies of the North and Centre. 

In regard to the reinforcements from the army of the North, I have 
reason to believe that Gen. Caifarelli has altered his intention of sending 
them. Marshal Marmont certainly expected a division under Gen. 
Palombini, which had been detached from the army of Aragon, at Aranda 
de Duero, in the beginning of this month, hut they have not yet arrived 
there, and I understand have marched towards the Ebro, The King has, 
however, given orders for the collection of the army of the Centre at 
Madrid, and he has abandoned all the posts occupied by that army in La 
Mancha, and those in the valley of the Tagus, 

The posts of Avila and Mombeltran, and all those destined for the 
preservation of the communication between the ‘ Armee de Portugal ’ 
and the army of the Centre, have likewise been abandoned by bis orders, 
and the troops have marched to Madrid, in order to enable him to take 
from thence a body of troops. 

I have not any account on which I can rely, of the strength of the army 
of the Centre. It has been stated to be lately as 19,000 men, of which 
5000 cavalry. But this account is much exaggerated, or many of the 
troops must be Spanish Juramentados* 

The King has besides ordered Gen. Drouet to join him with a body of 
troops to be taken from Estremadura; and from the late movements of 
that General, I conclude that he has received those orders, and is about 
to cross the Tagus with a corps of 10,000 men, and to join the army of 
the Centre. 

Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill broke up from Albuera on the 2d inst., and 
moved upon the enemy, who retired before him towards Cordova. His 
last letter is of the 9th, from Llerena; and at that time part of the 
enemy’s force had marched upon Fuente Ovejuna from Berlanga; and 
Gen. Drouet with 10,000 men, with a very small proportion of artillery, 
had marched through Campillo upon Zalamea. 

Sir R. Hill has been informed of the King’s order, that Gen. Drouet 
should cross the Tagus and join the army of the Centre, and he has 
marched after him; and I ordered him to detach a force to join this 
army, proportionate to that which Gen. Drouet should take with him 
across the Tagus, as soon as I was made acquainted with the King’s order 
to Gen. Drouet. 

I have no authentic account of the siege of Astorga of a later date than 
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the 5th Inst, at which period Gen. Santocildes, who was conducting that 
operation, entertained no hopes of bringing it to an early termination, and 
he expected to be in want of ammunition. It is reported that there are 
two breaches in the place ; but I am apprehensive that there is no founda- 
tion for these reports. 

The enemy’s position on the Duero is very strong, and their army is 
sufficient to occupy it. On their right they have the strong • places of 
Zamora and Toro, which cannot be taken excepting by a regular attack. 
Their left rests upon the Pisuerga, which is not fordable any where. 
They have a fortiSed post at Simancas, where there is a bridge over that 
river, and they have fortified, and have a garrison in Valladolid, where 
there is another bridge. They occupy with their army, and nearly 100 
pieces of cannon, the bridge of Tordesillas, and the heights which com- 
mand the fords of the Duero, from Toro to the Pisuerga. 

It is obvious that we could not cross the river without sustaining great 
loss, and could not fight a general action under circumstances of greater 
disadvantage than those which would attend the attack of the enemy’s 
position on the Duero. In truth, the enemy’s numbers are equal, if not 
superior to ours; they have in their position twice the amount of the 
artillery which we have, and we are superior in cavalry alone, which arm, 
it is probable, could not be used in the attack we should have to make. 

I have again written to suggest the expediency that the siege of Astorga 
should be carried on by those troops only which are necessary for the 
operation, and that the remainder of the army of Galicia should be brought 
forward to the Esla ; but in the mean time, I have deemed it expedient to 
order Gen. D’Urban to cross the Duero, and join the army with the Por- 
tuguese cavalry, in order to be more equal to the enemy in that important 
arm, even though the King should not join the ‘ Armee de PortugaP with 
a reinforcement from the army of the Centre. 

I expect that the 5th, 38th, and 82d regts. will join the army in the 
course of the next 3 weeks ; and there are not less than 2000 recruits and 
convalescents on the road. But at this season of the year it is impossible 
to rely upon the fitness for service of troops just arrived, or recovered 
from sickness, after such a march. I likewise hope that the detachment 
from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill’s corps will be near us almost as soon as 
Gen. Drouet can join the army of the Centre. 

I have this day received a letter from Lieut. Gen. Lord W. Bentinck, 
of the 9th June, in which he has enclosed the copy of one of the same 
date to the Earl of Liverpool, from which I am concerned to observe that 
his Lordship does not propose to carry into execution the operations on 
the eastern coast of the Peninsula, which had been in contemplation, until 
he shall have tried the success of another plan on the coast of Italy. I am 
apprehensive that this determination may bring upon us an additional 
force of the army of Aragon, but I still hope that I shall be able to retain 
at the close of the campaign those acquisitions which we made at its com- 
mencement. 

To Earl Bathurst. 14th July, 1812. 

I have but little to add to my official dispatch of this day. The deter 


SPAIN. 


mination of — — to land in Italy is a great disappointment to me. 

His arrival Tipon the Eastern coast at this moment, which would have 
been certain, would have relieved me effectually. He would have taken 
Tarragona, and most probably Valencia, and we should have made a 
glorious campaign of it altogether. His success in this Peninsula, or 
even his appearance here, would have had permanent good effects. I 
hope that he has decided right, and that he will be successful where he is 
going; but I cannot believe that the French will allow 15,000 British 
and Neapolitan troops to remain in Italy; and I am apprehensive that, 
however successful he may be at first, he will eventually be obliged to 
embark. 

To the Efc. Hon, Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Rueda, 15th July, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d inst. 

I concur entirely with you respecting the expediency of Gen. Bal- 
lesteros carrying on his operations at present on the side of Gibraltar. 

It is true that I at one time preferred that he should be in the Condado 
de Niehla; and I think it not improbable that occasions might occur in 
which it might be possible to concert an operation with more advantage 
between his corps and the allied troops in Estremadura if he were in the 
Condado de Niebla, than it is, his troops being in the neighbourhood of 
Gibraltar. But it must he observed that the great object of all, the safety 
of Gen. Ballesteros’ corps, is best provided for in his station near Gib- 
raltar. From the activity of his operations likewise, and the greater 
scope there is for them from Gibraltar than from Niebla, I think it very 
doubtful whether they could he carried on with so much advantage from 
any station on the right of the Guadalquivir. 

From the information received of the strength of the French array of 
the South, and from the account which you transmitted in your letter of 
the 12th June of the nature of the enemy’s works at Seville, I consider it 
quite certain that Gen. Ballesteros could not gain possession of the Car- 
thusian convent, and he would have no chance of entering the city from 
the right of the Guadalquivir. All that we can expect from Gen, Bal- 
lesteros is, that he should, by his operations, prevent as many of the 
enemy as he can from quitting Andalusia to carry their operations into 
Estremadura. They must maintain the blockade of Cadiz ; they must 
have garrisons in Seville, and in their works on the Guadalete ; and like- 
wise one in Malaga, if Gen. Ballesteros should remain where he is, and 
a corps of observation on Ms movements. I should hope that, after pro- 
viding for those services, they would not have the power of detaching into 
Estremadura such a number as would overpower Lieut. Gen. Sir E, Hill. 

An attack upon Seville is doubtless the operation in Andalusia which is 
most likely to have decided effect; but that should not be undertaken 
which the evidence before us proves cannot be accomplished. We must 
not lose in an undertaking of this description such a corps as that under 
the command of Gen. Ballesteros; and if we cannot undertake that ope- 
ration, of which the successful result would have the most decided effects, 
we must others, of which the success is more easily attainable, although 
the advantage to be derived will be smaller. 
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These general principles will be perfectly understcx^d ; and I am con- 
vinced that Gen. Ballesteros will do every thing in his power to prevent 
the enemy from detaching largely to Estremadnra, particnlarly now that 
I have been obliged to order a detachment of Lieut. Gen. Sir R. HilFs 
troops across the Tagus. 

To the Rt. Hon. Sir H. Wellesley, K.B. Eueda, ISth July, 1812, 

I have received your letter of the 2d; and I enclose one for Sir E. 
Peliew, which I beg you to peruse and forward. 

Lord W. Bentinck’s decision is fatal to the campaign, at least at present. 
If he should land an^ where in Italy, he will, as usual, be obliged to • 
re-embark ; and we shall have lost a golden opportunity here. 

I have an intercepted letter, stating that the King would collect 12,000 
men, of which 6 regiments are cavalry. 

Castanos tells me he has ordered the Galician army to Benavente; but 
I have no account of it from Sai)tocildes. 

I enclose my dispatch of yesterday. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Rueda, 15th July, 1812. 

I have just received your letter of the 8th, and I return the estimates 
for July. I have not yet heard of the money expected from England. 
Till it arrives I can give nothing. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will mention this subject to 
Lord Gastlereagh, as I have to Lord Liverpool and Lord Bathurst. War 
cannot he carried on without money. We are to 6nd money as we can, at 
the most economical rate of exchange, and then comes Lord W. Bentinck 
to Gibraltar, and carries off four millions of dollars, giving one sliilling 
for each more than we give ; and after all, he sends his troops upon some 
scheme to some part of Italy, and not to the Eastern coast of the Peninsula, 
as ordered by government, and arranged with me. 

I have never been in such distress as at present, and some serious mis- 
fortune must happen if the government don’t attend seriously to the 
subject, and adopt some measures to supply us regularly with money. 
The arrears and distresses of the Portuguese government are a joke to 
ours, and if our credit were not better, we should certainly starve. As it 
is, if we don’t find means of paying our bills for butchers’ meat, there 
will be an end to the war at once. 

I have not leisure to go through the returns ; but there never was any 
thing so fallacious as the statement of 45,000 militia in arms in March 
and April, or 25,000 at other times. The whole militia are now dis- 
banded, excepting 4 battalions with Silveira, 3 battalions in Almeida, and 
about 4000 men in the garrison of Alentejo. . I fully believe that the 
establishments would not amount to half the number of 25,000, and the 
effectives to be paid, not to one quarter of it. I shall speak to Sir W. 
Beresford on the subject. 


To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. La Nava del Rey, I6th July, 1812. 

i enclose a letter from Adm. Martin, from which you will see that he 
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was to send the to Oporto for your use on the 9th. I think it 

probable that that ship will have arrived before yon will. 

Since my last Marmont has continued to reinforce his right to Toro, and 
at last, this morning, has moved every thing from opposite Polios. I came 
here last night, and have not yet received the reports from Tordesillas, 
The enemy have continued to repair the bridge of Toro, and Marmont was 
there yesterday. Astorgais not taken, but I believe Santocildes is at Be- 
navente. It is impossible to communicate with him excepting by a very 
circuitous route. Either the Galician army have induced Marmont to 
collect his troops near Toro, or he has heard that the King is collecting 
the army 'of the Centre at Madrid ; and he threatens our left and our com- 
munications in order to prevent us from molesting the King. I should 
think that he would do the business more effectually by his left. But he 
would then leave the communication open between Santocildes and us. 

The King has ordered Drouet to cross the Tagus, and we thought some 
days ago that he was about to obey that order. But by a letter from Hill 
of the 12th, from Llerena, just received, I find they have sent to Zalamea 
3 regiments of infantry and a small body of cavalry ; the main body of the 
army having retired into Cordova. 

To Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. La Nava del Rey, 16th July, 18i2. 

I have just received your letter of the 12th, and I hope that, being con- 
vinced that the enemy were not carrying into execution the King^s orders 
of the 23d June, you will not have detached the troops, notwithstanding 
my orders of the 1 1th and 13th. I have this day got a letter from the 
King to Marmont of the 9th, in cipher, which I cannot entirely deciphei* ; 
it appears, however, that he thinks that Drouet cannot cross the Tagus, and 
^ I suspect that he has ordered Gen. Treillard to collect some troops in the 
valley of the Tagus, and to move up by Plasencia. 

I think it desirable, therefore, at all events, that Gen. CarapbelPs Por- 
tuguese and Col. Byng’s British brigades, and a brigade of Portuguese 
artillery, should move in the direction of Merida, and there remain. Let 
Gen, Campbell put himself in communication with Col. Diggens, who is 
at Plasencia with a regiment of Portuguese cavalry ; and if he should find 
the enemy advancing in that direction, he is to move by Cacer^ or Alcan- 
tara (to order the bridge to be laid for himself), to cross the Tagus, and 
beat Treillard, if he is sufficiently strong ; if he is not, he will retire before 

G. O. La Nava del Rey, 16 tli July, 1812 . 

I . The Comiriaiider of the Forces particularly requests the attention of the Commissariat, 
attached to divisions and brigades of infantry and to regiments of cavalry, and of the 
General officers of the army, and commanding officers of regiments, to the orders which 
have been issued regarding the cutting of forage, 

%. He desires that whenever it is possible, grass may be given to the horses and other 
animals, instead of straw with corn in the ear. 

3. The Assist. Provosts must be employed to prevent the plunder of the corn fields, and 
their destruction by turning cattle into them. 

4. In consequence of the number of foreign troops serving in the allied array, tlie practice 
of giving out a parole or countersign has been discontinued ; but all out sentries and videttes 
should be particularly instructed to allow no person whatever to pass their post after night- 
fall. 

5. All persons attempting to pass their post should be stopped till the guard can be 
turned out, and each person can be examined. This order is referrible of co’jrse only to 
the out sentries. 
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him on Cast ©I 1 0 Branco, and thence into the strong country between the 
Tagus and the Zezere ; if he should retire beyond Gastello Branco, he will 
order the bridge of Villa Velha to be taken up, and floated gradually down 
the river. Let Gen, Campbell take (JoL Diggens under his orders, if he 
should cross the Tagus. 

I am not quite certain that Treillard will not cross the Tagus and join 
Drouet; but if that should be the case, Gen. Caraphell cannot be better 
placed than at Merida, neither can he be better placed than at Merida if 
Drouet should carry into execution the King’s orders of the 23d June. 
Drouet cannot, at all events, cross the Guadiana by Medellin. It will be 
necessary that some of your cavalry should attend Gen. Campbell’ s move- 
ment, but they need not stay with him, as he will find cavalry on the right 
of the Tagus. It may be a question whether you ought to stay so far 
forward as Llerena when you shall send away Gen. Campbell, of which 
you must be the best judge : of course, if Drouet should cross the Tagus, 
you will do as directed in my letter of the 11th July, and it will be parti- 
cularly necessary to attend to that part of it which relates to the force to 
come to Caceres, in case of Treillard becoming part of the game with 
Drouet in the valley of the Tagus. 

Remember that the bridge of Alcantara takes time to be prepared for 
the passage of troops. 

P.S. Marmont has collected his troops about Toro, with what object I 
don’t know ; but we have rather drawn in our right. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. La "Nava del Rey, 16tli July, 1812, 7 a.k. 

The only alteration which I wish to make in your instructions, in con- 
sequence of the enemy’s great movement to their right, and the movement 
which we made yesterday evening, is, that in case the enemy should cross 
the river at Toro, or the fords below Castro Nuho, you should move at 
once upon Fuente la Pena with the 6th division, and 2 regiments of Gen. 
Le Marchant’s brigade. 1 will order the ^th division to follow you as soon 
as the other troops from the right shall approach Alaejos. Y ou should 
endeavor to get some peasants to watch what passes at the bridge of Toro 
at night, and desire Lieut. Shanahan to do the same. These movements 
of Marmont are certainly intended to divert our attention from the army 
of the Centre, which is collecting at Madrid ; if be knows of this circum- 
stance, which I doubt. ^ 

I have a letter from Lord W. Bentinck of the 9th June. He had sent 
the 1st division of the expedition to Minorca, and the 2d division Wiis about 
to go to Sardinia ; but neither of them destined for the operations con- 
certed on the eastern coast of the Peninsula. He has determined in lieu 
thereof to try his fortune in Italy with 15,000 men, instead of 6000 
which he was to send into Spain. I hope he will succeed ; but I doubt it. 
There is no solid foundation for his plan. He has not even fixed the de- 
grees of latitude for his operations, much less the place of his landing, nor 
arranged any of the circumstances which ought to be settled before such a 
service should be entered on. The French cannot have less than 15,000 
men in Italy, and I fear that he will be obliged to re-embark. If he were 
again to alter his determination, and now to appear upon the coast of Spain, 
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I believe the army of tlie Centre would do ns but little harm ; at tlie same 
time that he would succeed in his objects. 

To Major Crets* H. Clinton, La Nava del Eey, 16th July, 1812, J before 9 a.m. 

Since T wrote to you I have heard from Gen. Picton that the enemy 
have withdrawn entirely from opposite Polios a very large body of cavalry 
in the morning early, and their infantry at about l-J, and marched in the 
direction of Toro, 

l am anxious to hear from you what movements they have made on their 
left. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. La Nava del Rey, 16th July, 1812, 6 p.m. 

Gen. Picton has informed me at 9J, that the enemy had sent a battalion 
and a few cavalry out of the wood of Cubillas to the heights opposite his 
left. 

I have just now heard from Gen. D’Urhan, who commands about 800 
or 900 Portuguese cavalry, which have hitherto been in the rear of the 
enemy; hut thinking they could be more useful on this side of the Duero, 
I desired him to cross the river ; and he is to be this night in the wood of 
El Pinero, which you will see in the map about a league south from 
Benialbo, and about the same distance east by north from Puentes Preadas, 
on our left of the Val-de-finjas road. I wish you would coxnmunicate with 
him this night through Lieut. Shanahan. The officer at Val-de-fmjas 
might also communicate with him. 

Let Gen. D’Urhan know that I* wish him to be on our left of the Val- 
de-linjas road, observing the enemy’s movements from the neighbourhood 
of Toro, and keeping his communication with Lieut. Shanahan and you. 
In case the enemy should cross the Duero, and he should be obliged to 
retire, he must join the 6th division on the Guareha. He must let you 
know beforehand if he should want provisions, and I will take care that 
he shall be supplied. From the accounts received by the officer who 
brought D’ Urban’s letter, I guess that the enemy are en masse between 
Toro and the Palacio de Cubillas. They have nothing on their right of 
Toro, and nothing in the valleys in their rear. 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. La Nava del Rey, 16th July, 1812, p.m 

Since I wrote to you half an hour ago, I have received an intercepted 
letter, which makes it clear that the enemy propose to cross the Duero. 

I beg that you will communicate this night with the officer belonging 
to Don Carlos’ corps at Villa Franca, in order to receive the earliest 
information of the enemy’s movements on the Duero, whether at that ford 
or at the bridge of Toro, where I think it certain that the enemy will 
cross. If you should move upon Fuente la Pena, send your baggage to 
CahizaL 

To Major Gen. H. Clinton. La Nava del Rey, ICth July, 1812, 7 p.m. 

I have just now heard that the enemy have crossed the Duero at Toro 
in strength, and are in march upon Villa Buena. If you have not already 
moved, you should move immediately on Fuente la Pefia. 
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l order the 1st division to march immediately ; and the 1th must follow 
you as soon as the ist shall cross the Trabancos. 


The J,G, to Lieut CoL Bouverie, A.A.O^^ 1«/ divkim, 16lh July, 1812. 

In reply to your letter of the 13th inst, I am directed to acquaint you that 
the General officer commanding the division is empowered to approve of the sen- 
tences of General Regimental Courts Martial. In all cases, however, the pro- 
ceedings are to be transmitted to the Dep. Judge Advocate at head quarters, who 
will forward them to the Judge Advocate Gen. in England, agreeably to the direc- 
tions contained in the circular on that head. 

To Earl Bathurst, Cabrerizos, near Salamanca, 31st July, 1813, 

In the course of the 15tb and 16th the enemy moved all their troops to 
the right of their position on the Duero, and their army was concentrated 
between Toro and San Roman. A considerable body passed the Duero 
at Toro, on the evening of the 16tb ; and I moved the allied army to their 
left on that night, with an intention to concentrate on the Guareha. 

It was totally out of my power to prevent the enemy from passing the 
Duero at any point at which he might think it expedient, as he had in his 
possession all the bridges over that river, and many of the fords; but he 
recrossed that river at Toro in the night of the 16th, moved Ms whole 
army to Tordesillas, where he again crossed the Duero on the morning of 
the 11th, and assembled his army on that day at La Nava del Rey; having 
marched not less than 10 leagues in the course of the 11th. 

The 4th and Light divisions of infantry, and Major Gen. Anson’s bri- 
gades of cavalry, had marched to Castrejon on the night of the 16th, with 
a view to the assembly of the army on the Guareha, and were at Castrejon 
under the orders of Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton on the 1 1th, not having 
been ordered to proceed farther, in consequence of my knowledge that 
the enemy had not passed the Duero at Toro, and there was not time to 
call them in between the hour at which I received the intelligence of the 
whole of the enemy’s army being at La Nava and daylight of the morning 
of the 18th. I therefore took measures to provide for their retreat and 
junction, by moving the 5tb division to Torrecilla de la Orden ; and Major 
Gen. Le Marchant’s, Major Gen. Alten’s, and Major Gen. Bock’s brigades 
of cavalry to Alaejos. 


G. O. Fueate la Peua, 17tli July, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces is anxious that during the period that the army will 
he so near the enemy as at present, an arrangement should he adopted respecting the bag- 
gage, ammunition, and commissariat with the troops, which shall give them and their offi- 
cers all the convenience of having the baggage with them, and shall provide that it shall 
not impede the movements of the army. 

2. During the continuance of the hot weather the Commander of the Forces requests that 
the troops shall be cantoned in a town during the day, if that is practicable ; but they inva- 
riably must be out of the town at night, and the staff officers must make themselves 
acquainted with all the roads round the town, so as to be able to conduct the troops to any 
road by which it may be necessary to order them to march without passing through the 
town. 


3. All baggage and stores of all descriptions must be packed every evening at sunset, 
and must be placed in a convenient situation out of the town, excepting the baggage of the 
General officers who may reside in the town, and the animals to carry the baggage must be 


near it. 

4. All baggage and stores, every morning at 
till the troops shall be dismissed. 


the hour the troops turn out, must lie loaded 
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Tlie enemy attacked the troops at Castrejon at the dawn of day of the 
18th, and Sir S. Cotton maintained the post without suffering any loss till 
the cavalry had joined him. Nearly about the same time the enemy turned, 
hy Alaejos, the left flank of our position at Castrejon. 

The troops retired in admirable order to Torrecilla de la Orden, having 
the enemy's whole array on their flank, or in their rear, and thence to tlie 
Guarena, which river they passed under the same circumstances, and 
effected their junction with the army. The Guarena, which runs into the 
Duero, is formed by 4 streams, which unite about a league below Canissal, 
and the enemy took a strong position on the heights on the right of that 
river; and I placed the 5th, 4th, and Light divisions on the opposite 
heights, and had directed the remainder of the army to' cross the Upper 
Guarena at Vallesa, in consequence of the appearance of the enemy’s 
intention to turn our right. 

Shortly after his arrival, however, the enemy crossed the Guarena at 
Castrillo, below the junction of the streams ; and manifested an intention 
to press upon our left, and to enter the valley of Canizal. Major Gen. 
Alten’s brigade of cavalry, supported by the 3d dragoons, were already 
engaged with the enemy’s cavalry, and had taken, among other prisoners, 
the French General de Carrie ; and I desired Lieut. Gen. the Plon. G. L. 
Cole to attack with Major Gen. W. Anson’s and Brig. Gen. Harvey’s 
brigades of infantry, the latter under the command of Col. Stubbs, the 
enemy’s infantry, which were supporting their cavalry. He immediately 
attacked and defeated them with the 27th and 40th regts., which advanced 
to the charge with bayonets, Col. Stubbs’ Portuguese brigade supporting; 
and the enemy gave way ; many were killed and wounded ; and Major 
Gen. Alten’s brigade of cavalry having pursued the fugitives, 240 pri- 
soners were taken. 

In these affairs, Lieut. Gen. the Hon. G. L. Cole, Major Gen, Y. Alten, 
Major Gen. W. Anson, Lieut. Cols. Arentschildt of the 1st hussars, and 
Hervey of the 14th light dragoons; Lieut. Col. Maclean of the 27 th, and 
Major Archdall of the 40th ; Col. Stubbs, Lieut. Col. Anderson, command- 
ing the 11 th, and Major de Azeredo, commanding the 23d Portuguese 
regts., distinguished themselves. The enemy did not make any further 
attempt on our left, hut having reinforced their troops on that side, and 
withdrawn those which had moved to their left, I brought back ours from 
Yallesa. 

On the 19th, in the afternoon, the enemy withdrew all the troops from 
their right, and marched to their left by Tarazona, apparently with an 
intention of turning our right. I crossed the Upper Guarena at Vallesa 
and El Olmo, with the whole of the allied array, in the course of that 
evening and night ; and every preparation was made for the action which 
was expected on the plain of Vallesa on the morning of the 20th. But 
shortly after daylight the enemy made another movement, in several 
columns, to his left along the heights of the Guarena, which river he 
crossed below Cantalapiedra, and encamped last night at Babila-fuente and 
Viiloruela; and the allied army made a corresponding movement to its 
right to Cantalpino, and encamped last night at Cabeza Vellosa, the 6th 
division and Major Gen. Alten’s brigade of cavalry being upon the Tormes 



SFAlN. 


at Aldea Lengua. During these movements, there have been occasional 
cannonades, but without loss on our side, 

I have this morning moved the left of the army to the Tormes, where 
the whole are now concentrated; and I observe that the enemy have also 
moved towards the same river near Huerta. The enemy’s object hitherto 
has been to cut off my communication with Salamanca and Ciudad Rodrigo, 
the want of which he knows well would distress us very materially. The 
wheat harvest has not yet been reaped in Castille, and even if we had 
money, we could not now procure any thing from the country, unless we 
should follow the example of the enemy, and lay waste whole districts, in 
order to procure a scanty subsistence of unripe wheat for the troops. 

It would answer no purpose to attempt to retaliate upon the enemy, 
even if it were practicable. The French armies in Spain have never had 
any secure commtmication beyond the ground which they occupy ; and 
provided the enemy opposed to them is not too strong for them, they are 
indifferent in respect to the quarter from which their operations are 
directed, or on which side they carry them on. 

Ihe ^ Armee de Portugar has been surrounded for the last 6 weeks, 
and scarcely ever a letter reaches its commander; hut the system of 
organised rapine and plunder, and the extraordinary discipline so long 
established in the French armies, enable it to subsist at the expense of the 
total ruin of the country in which it has been placed ; and I am not certain 
that Marshal Marmont has not now at his command a greater quantity of 
provisions and supplies of every description than we have. Any move- 
ment upon his flank, therefore, would only tend to augment the embar- 
rassments of our own situation, while it would have no effect whatever 
upon that of the enemy ; even if such a movement could have been made 
with advantage as an operation purely military : this, however, was not the 
case, and when the French attempted to turn our right, I had the choice 
only of marching towards Salamanca, or of attacking the enemy in a posi- 
tion highly advantageous to him, which, for several reasons, I did not think 
expedient. 

I have invariably been of opinion, that unless forced to fight a battle, it 
is better that one should not be fought by the allied army, unless under 
such favorable circumstances as that there would be reason to hope that 
the allied army would be able to maintain the field, while those of the 
enemy should not. Your Lordship will have seen by the returns of the 2 
armies that we have no superiority of numbers, even over that single army 
immediately opposed to us ; indeed, I believe that the French army is of 
the two the strongest ; and it is certainly equipped with a profusion of artil- 
lery double ours in numbers, and of larger calibres. It cannot he attacked 
therefore in a chosen position, without considerable loss on our side. 

To this circumstance, add that I am quite certain that Marshal Mar- 
raont’s army is to be joined by the King’s, which will he 10,000 or 12,000 
men, with a large proportion of cavalry, and that troops are still expected 
from the army of the North, and some are ordered from that of the South * 
and it will he seen that I ought to consider it almost impossible to remain 
in Castille after an action, the circumstances of which should not have been 
so advantageous as to have left the allied army in a situation of comparative 


752 


SPAIN. 


strengtli, while tHat of the enemy should have been much weakened. I 
have therefore determined to cross the Tormes, if the enemy should; to 
cover Salamanca as long as I can; and above all, not to give up our com- 
munication with Ciudad Rodrigo ; and not to fight an action, unless under 
very advantageous circumstances, or it should become absolutely ne- 
cessary. ■ 

Since I wrote to your Lordship on the 14th, I have learnt that Gen. 
Drouet had not crossed the Guadiana, nor had he moved in that direction. 
Lieut Gen. Sir R. Hill therefore still remains at Llerena. 

The siege of Astorga continues. Gen. Santocildes had detached a divi- 
sion of 4000 infantry, under Gen. Cabrera, to Benavente. Gen. D’Urban, 
with the Portuguese cavalry, joined on the left of the allied army, on the 
nthinst. , 

The enemy abandoned and destroyed the fort of Mirabete on the Tagus 
on the nth inst, and the garrison marched to Madrid to form part of the 
army of the Centre. They were reduced to 5 days’ provisions. From all 
that I have seen and heard, I am quite certain that the King is making 
every effort to collect a body of troops to oppose us. 

P.S. I enclose a return of the killed and wounded on the 18th inst. 


Return of the killed, wounded, and missing of the army near Castrejon, on the 
18th July, 1812. 



To Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill, K.B. On the heights near Alba de Tormes, 23d July, 1812. 

I write to let you know that we beat Marshal Marmont’s army yesterday 
evening, near Salamanca, and they are now in full retreat, and we are fol- 
lowing them. 

Our loss has not been severe, I believe, in men: Marshal Beresford, 
Gens. Leith, Cole, and Y. Alten, are wounded ; Gen. Le Marcbant killed. 
Sir S. Cotton was likewise wounded last night by a shot from one of our 
own sentries, who took him for one of the enemy. 

We have taken a good many prisoners and cannon, above 3000 of the 
former, and I should think 20 of the latter, and I understand 2 eagles. All 
the troops behaved admirably. 

P.S. Let the Marques de Monsalud know of these circumstances. 

G. O. TordiUos, 23d July, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces returns his thanks to the General officers, officers, ami 
troops for their conduct in the action with the enemy on the 22d inst., of which he will not 
fail to make to U. R. H. the Prince Regent the favorable report that it deserves. 

2 He trusts that the events of yesterday have impressed all with a convict ion that mili- 
tary success depends upon troops obeying the orders which they receive, and preserving 
the order of their formation in action, and that upon no occasion they will allow themselves 
to depart from it for one moment. 
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To Major Gen. Peacocke. Flores de Avila, 24tli My, 1812. 

I beg that if Lord R. Maimers is not quite well when you shall receive 
this letter, you will tell him from me that I desire he will go to England 
forthwith. It is of no use his endeavoring to struggle through the next 2 
months in the Peninsula, which are the most unhealthy of the whole year. 
The sooner he goes, the sooner he will return. 

To Earl Bathurst. Flor^ de Avila, 24th July, 1812. 

My aide de camp, Capt. Lord Clinton, will present to your Lordship 
this account of a victory which the allied troops under my command 
gained in a general action, fought near Salamanca on the evening of the 
22d inst., which I have been under the necessity of delaying to send till 
now, having been engaged ever since the action in the pursuit of the 
enemy’s flying troops. 

In my letter of the 21st, I informed your Lordship that both armies 
were near the Tormes ; and the enemy crossed that river with the greatest 
part of his troops, in the afternoon, by the fords between Alba de Tormes 
and Huerta, and moved by their left towards the roads leading to Ciudad 
Rodrigo. The allied army, with the exception of the 3d division, and 
Gen. JD’ Urban’s cavalry, likewise crossed the Tormes in the evening by 
the bridge of Salamanca and the fords in the neighbourhood ; and I placed 
the troops in a position, of which the right was upon one of the two 
heights called Dos Arapiles, and the left on the Tormes, below the ford of 
S*®- Marta. The 3d division, and Brig. Gen. D’ Urban’s cavalry, were left 
at Cabrerizos, on the right of the Tormes, as the enemy had still a large 
corps on the heights above Babila>fuente, on the same side of the river ; 
and I considered it not improbable that, finding our army prepared for 
them in the morning on the left of the Tormes, they would alter their 
plan, and manoeuvre by the other bank. 

In the course of the night of the 21st, I received intelligence, of the 
truth of which I could not doubt, that Gen. Chauvel had arrived at Polios 
on the 20th with the cavalry and horse artillery of the army of the North, 
to join Marshal Marmont ; and I was quite certain that these troops would 
join him on the 22d or 23d at latest. 

There was no time to he lost therefore; and I determined that, if cir- 
cumstances should not permit me to attack him on the 22cl, I wmuld move 
towards Ciudad Rodrigo without further loss of time, as the difference of 
the numbers of cavalry might have made a march of manoeuvre, such as 
we have had for the last 4 or 5 days, very difficult, and its result doubtful. 

During the night of the 21st, the enemy had taken possession of the 
village of Calvarassa de Andba, and of the heights near it called N. S. de 
la Pena, our cavalry being in possession of Calvarassa de Abaxo; and 
shortly after daylight, detachments from both armies attempted to obtain 
possession of the more distant from our right of the two hills called Dos 
Arapiles. The enemy, however, succeeded; their detachments being the 
strongest, and having been concealed in the woods nearer the hill than we 
were ; by which success they strengthened materially their own position, 
and bad in their power increased means of annoying ours. 

In the morning the light troeps of the 7th division, and the 4th ca<^adores 

VOL. V, ^ ^ 



754 


SPAIN* 


belotiging to Gen, Pack’s brigade, were engaged with the enemy on the 
height called N, S. de la Pena, on which height they maintained them- 
selves with the enemy throughout the day. The possession by the enemy, 
however, of the more distant of the Arapiles rendered it necessary for me 
to extend the right of the Kvmj en potence to the height behind the village 
of Arapiles, and to occupy that village with light infantry ; and here I 
placed the 4th division, under the command of Lieut. Gen. the Hon. L. 
Cole: and although, from the variety of the enemy’s movements, it was 
difficult to form a satisfactory judgment of his intentions, I considered 
that upon the whole his objects were upon the left of the Tonnes. I 
therefore ordered Major Gen. the Hon. E, Pakenham, who commanded 
the 3d division in the absence of Lieut. Gen. Picton, on account of ill 
health, to move across the Tormes with the troops under his command, 
including Brig. Gen. D’Urhan’s cavalry, and to place himself behind 
Aldea Tejada; Brig. Gen. Bradford’s brigade of Portuguese infantry, and 
Don Carlos de Espaha’s infantry, having been moved np likewise to the 
neighbourhood of Las Torres, between the 3d and 4th divisions. 

After a variety of evolutions and movements, the enemy appears to 
have determined upon his plan about 2 in the afternoon ; and, under 
cover of a very heavy cannonade, which, however, did us but very little 
damage, he extended his left, and moved forward his troops, apparently 
with an intention to embrace, by the position of his troops, and by his fire, 
our post on that of the two Arapiles which we possessed, and from thence to 
attack and break our line, or, at all events, to render difficult any movement 
of ours to our right. The extension of his line to his left, however, and its 
advance upon our right, notwithstanding that his troops still occupied very 
strong ground, and his position was well defended by cannon, gave me an 
opportunity of attacking him, for which I had long been anxious. I rein- 
forced our right with the 5th division, under Lieut. Gen. Leith, which I 
placed behind the village of Arapiles, on the right of the 4th division, and 
with the 6th and Ith divisions in reserve ; and as soon as these troops had 
taken their station, I ordered Major Gen. the Hon. E. Pakenham to move 
forward with the 3d division and Gen. D’Urban’s cavalry, and 2 squadrons 
of the 14th light dragoons, under Lieut. Col. Hervey, in 4 columns, to turn 
the enemy’s left on the heights ; while Brig. Gen. Bradford’s brigade, the 
5th division, under Lieut. Gen. Leith, the 4th division, under Lieut. Gen. 
the Hon. L. Cole, and the cavalry under Lieut, Gen, Sir S. Cotton, should 
attack them in front, supported in reserve by the 6th division, under 
Major Gen. Clinton, the Ttih, under Major Gen. Hope, and Don Carlos de 
Espaha’s Spanish division ; and Brig. Gen. Pack should support the left 
of the 4th division, by attacking that of the Dos Arapiles which the enemy 
held. The 1st and Light divisions occupied the ground on the left, and 
were in reserve. 

The attack upon the enemy’s left was made in the manner above 
described, and completely succeeded. Major Gen. the Hon. E. Pakenham 
formed the 3d division across the enemy’s flank, and overthrew every thing 
opposed to him. These troops were supported in the most gallant style 
by the Portuguese cavalry, under Brig. Gen. D’Urhan, and Lieut Col. 
Hervey’s squadrons of the 14th, who successfully defeated every atrompt 
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made bj the enemy on the iank of the 3d division. Brig. Gen. Bradford's 
brigade, the 5th and 4th divisions, and the cavalry under Lieut. Gen. SirS. 
Cotton, attacked the enemy in front, and drove his troops before them 
from one height to another, bringing forward their right, so as to acquire 
strength upon the enemy’s fiank in proportion to the advance. Brig. Gen, 
Pack made a very gallant attack upon the Arapiles, in which, however, he 
did not succeed, excepting in diverting the attention of the enemy’s corps 
placed upon it from the troops under the command of Lieut Gen. Cole in 
his advance. The cavalry under Lieut. Gen. Sir S, Cotton made a most 
gallant and successful charge against a body of the enemy’s infantry, which 
they overthrew and cut to pieces. In this charge Major Gen. Le Marchant 
was killed at the head of his brigade; and I have to regret the loss of a 
most able officer. 

After the crest of the height was carried, one division of the enemy’s 
infantry made a stand against the 4th division, which, after a severe contest, 
was obliged to give way, in consequence of the enemy having thrown some 
troops on the left of the 4th division, after the failure of Brig. Gen. Pack’s 
attack upon the Arapiles, and Lieut. Gen. the Hon. L. Cole having been 
wounded. Marshal Sir W. Beresford, who happened to be on the spot, 
directed Brig. Gen. Spry’s brigade of the 5th division, which was in the 
second line, to change its front, and to bring its fire on the fiank of the 
enemy’s division ; and I am sorry to add that, while engaged in this 
service, he received a wound which I am apprehensive will deprive me of 
the benefit of his counsel and assistance for some time. Nearly about the 
same time Lieut. Gen. Leith received a wound which unfortunately obliged 
him to quit the field, I ordered up the 6th division, under Major Gen. 
Clinton, to relieve the 4th, and the battle was soon restored to its former 
success. 

The enemy’s right, however, reinforced by the troops which had fled 
from his left, and by those which had now retired from the Arapiles, still 
continued to resist ; and I ordered the 1st and Light divisions, and Gol. 
Stubbs’ Portuguese brigade of the 4th division, which was reformed, and 
Major Gen, W, Anson’s brigade, likewise of the 4th division, to turn the 
right, while the 6th division, supported by the 3d and 5th, attacked the 
front. It was dark before this point was carried by the 6th division ; and 
the enemy fled through the woods towards the Tormes. I pursued them 
with the 1st and Light divisions, and Major Gen. W. Anson’s brigade of 
the 4th division, and some squadrons of cavalry under Lieut, Gen. Sir S. 
Cotton, as long as we could find any of them together, directing our march 
upon Huerta and the fords of the Tormes, by which the enemy had passed 
on their advance ; hut the darkness of the night was highly advantageous 
to the enemy, many of whom escaped under its cover who must otherwise 
nave been in our hands. I am sorry to report that, owing to this same 
cause, Lieut. Gen. Sir S. Cotton was unfortunately wounded by one of our 
own sentries after we had halted. 

We renewed the pursuit at break of day in the morning with the same 
troops, and Major Gen. Bock’s and Major Gen. Anson’s brigades of cavalry, 
which joined during the night ; and, having crossed the Tormes, we came 
up with the enemy’s rear of cavalry and infantry near La Serna. They 

3 c 2 
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were immediately attacked by the 2 brigades of dragoons, and the cavalry 
fled, leaving the infantry to their fate. I have never witnessed a more 
gallant charge than was made on the enemy’s infantry by the heavy bri- 
gade of the King’s German Legion, under Major Gen. Bock, which was 
completely successful; and the whole body ot infantry, consisting of 3 
battalions of the enemy’s 1st division, were made prisoners. The pursuit 
Was afterwards continued as far as Penaranda last night, and oxir troops 
were still following the flying enemy. Their head quarters were in this 
town, not less than 10 leagues from the field of battle, for a few hours last 
night; and they are now considerably advanced on the road towards Valla- 
dolid, by Arevalo. They were joined yesterday on their retreat by the 
cavalry and artillery of the array of the North, which have arrived at too 
late a period, it is to be hoped, to be of much use to them. 

It is impossible to form a conjecture of the amount of the enemy’s loss 
in this action ; but, from all reports, it is very considerable. We have 
taken from them 11 pieces of cannon,^ several ammunition waggons, 2 
eagles, and 6 colors; and 1 General, 3 Colonels, 3 Lieut. Colonels, 130 
officers of inferior rank, and between 6000 and 7000 soldiers are pri- 
soners ; f and our detachments are sending in more at every moment. 
The number of dead on the field is very large. 

I am informed that Marshal Marmont is badly wounded, and has lost 
one of his arms; and that 4 General officers have been killed, and 
several wounded. 

Such an advantage could not have been acquired without material loss 
on our side ; hut it certainly has not been of a magnitude to distress the 
army, or to cripple its operations. 

I have great pleasure in reporting to your Lordship that, throughout 
this trying day, of which I have related the events, I had every reason to 
be satisfied with the conduct of the General officers and troops. The re- 
lation which I have written of its events will give a general idea of tlie 
share which each individual had in them ; and I cannot say too much in 
praise of the conduct of every individual in his station. 

I am much indebted to Marshal Sir W. Beresford for his friendly coun- 
sel and assistance, both previous to and during the action ; to Lieut. Gens. 
Sir S. Cotton, Leith, and Cole, and Major Gens. Clinton, and the Hon. E. 
Pakenham, for the manner in which they led the divisions of cavalry and 
infantry under their command respectively ; to Major Gen. Hulse, com- 
manding a brigade in the 6th division; Major Gen. G. Anson, command- 
ing a brigade of cavalry ; Col. Hinde; Col. the Hon. W. Ponsonhy, 
commanding Major Gen. Le Marchant’s brigade after the fail of that 
officer; to Major Gen. W. Anson, commanding a brigade in the 4th divi- 
sion ; Major Gen. Pringle, commanding a brigade in the 5th division, and 
the division after Lieut. Gen. Leith was wounded; Brig. Gen. Bradford; 
Brig. Gen. Spry; Col. Stubbs; and Brig. Gen. Power, of the Portuguese 
service; likewise to Lieut. Col. Campbell of the 94th, commanding a 

* The official returns only account for 11 pieces of camion, but it is believed that 20 
have fallen into our hands. 

f The prisoners are supposed to amount to 7000 ; but it has not been possible to ascertain 
their numblr exactly, from the advance of the army immediately after the action was over. 
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brigade im the 3d division ; Lieut. Col. Williams of the 60tb foot ; Lieut 
Col. Wallace of the 88tli, commanding a brigade in tbe 3d division ; 
Lieut Col. Ellis of tbe 23d5 commanding Major Gen. tbe Hon. B. 
Fakenbam’s brigade in tbe 4th division, during his absence in the com- 
mand of tbe 3d division ; Lieut Col. tbe Hon. C. Greville of tbe 38tb 
regt., commanding Major Gen, Hay’s brigade in tbe 5tb division, during 
bis absence on leave ; Brig. Gen. Pack ; Brig. Gen. the Conde de Ee- 
zende of tbe Portuguese service; Col, Douglas of the 8 fcb Portuguese 
regt ; Lieut Col. tbe Conde de Ficalbo of tbe same regiment; and Lieut. 
GoL Bingham of tbe 53d regt; likewise to Brig. Gen. D’Urban and 
Lieut Col. Hervey of tbe 14tb light dragoons ; Col. Lord E. Somerset 
commanding tbe 4tb dragoons ; and Lieut Col. tbe Hon. F. Ponsonby, 
commanding the 12tb light dragoons. I must also mention Lieut. CoL 
Woodford, commanding the light battalion of tbe brigade of Guards, who, 
supported by 2 companies of the Fusiliers, under the command of Capt 
Crowder, maintained the village of Arapiles against all the efforts of tbe 
enemy, previous to the attack upon their position by our troops. 

In a case in which the conduct of all has been conspicuously good, f 
regret that tbe necessary limits of a dispatch prevent me from drawing 
your Lordsbip^s notice to the conduct of a larger number of individuals ; but 
I can assure your Lordship that there was no officer or corps engaged in this 
action who did not perform bis duty by bis Sovereign and bis country. 

Tbe Royal and German Artillery, under Lieut. Col. Framingham, dis- 
tinguished themselves by the accuracy of their fire wherever it was 
possible to use them; and they advanced to the attack of tbe enemy’s 
position with tbe same gallantry as the other troops. 

I am particularly indebted to Lieut. Col. De Lancey, tbe D, Q, M, G., 
tbe bead of tbe department present, in the absence of the Q. M. G., and 
to tbe officers of that department and of the Staff corps, for tbe assistance 
I received from them, particularly Lieut. CoL the Hon. L. Dundas and 
Lieut. Col. Sturgeon of tbe latter, and Major Scovell of tbe former; and 
to Lieut, CoL Waters, at present at tbe bead of tbe Adj. Gen.’s depart- 
ment at bead quarters ; and to the officers of that department, as well at 
bead quarters as with tbe several divisions of tbe army ; and Lieut CoL 
Lord FitzRoy Somerset, and tbe officers of my personal Staff. Among 
the latter I particularly request your Lordship to draw tbe attention of 
H.R.H. tbe Prince Regent to H.S.H. tbe Hereditary Prince of Orange, 
whose conduct in tbe field, as well as upon every other occasion, entitles 
him to my highest commendation, and has acquired for him the respect 
and regard of tbe wffiole army. 

I have bad every reason to be satisfied with tbe conduct of the Mariscal 
de Campo Don Carlos de Espana, and of Brig. Don Julian Sanchez, and 
with that of the troops under their command respectively ; and with that 
of the Mariscal de Campo Don M. de Alava, and of Brig. Don Josd 
O’Lawlor, employed with this army by tbe Spanish government, from 
whom, and from the Spanish authorities and people in general, I received 
every assistance I could expect. 

It is but justice likewise to draw your Lordship’s attention upon this 
occasion to tbe merits of the officers of the- civil departments of tbe army. 
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Notwithstandmg tlie mcreased dist^^ of our operations from our maga- 
zines, and that the country is completely exhausted, we have hitherto 
wanted nothing, owing to the diligence and attention -of the Commissary 
Gen,, Mr, Bissett, and the officers of the department under his direction. 
I have likewise to mention that, by the attention and ability of Dr, 
M‘Grigor, and of the officers of the department under his charge, our 
wounded, as well as those of the enemy, left in our hands, have been well 
taken care of ; and T hope that many of these valuable men will be saved 
to the service. 

Capt, Lord Clinton will have the honor of laying at the feet of H.R.H, 
the Prince Regent the eagles and colors taken from tlie enemy in this 
action.^ I enclose a return of the killed and wounded. 

By letters received from Lieut. Col. Sir H. Douglas, I learn that Gen. 
Santocildes had left 8000 men to carry on the siege of Astorga, and had 
joined Gen- Cabrera’s division at Benavente with about 3000 ; and that 
the whole 1000 were on their march along the Esla towards the Duero. 


Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of the allied army, in the battle near Sala* 
manca, on the 22d July, 1812. 



Officers. 

Seijeants. 

S 

p4 

Horses. 

Total. 

British. 

Portuguese. 

Spanish. 

Killed. .... 

41 

28 

625 

114 

694 

388 

304 

2 

Wounded . . • . 

252 

178 

.3840 

133 

4270 

2714 

1552 

4 

Missing • . « • 

1 

1 

254 

44 

256 

74 

182 



To Earl Bathurst. Flores de Avila, 21th July, 1812. 

I hope that you will he pleased with our battle, of which the dispatch 
contains as accurate an account as I can give you. There was no mis- 
take ; every thing went on as it ought; and there never was an army so 
beaten in so short a time. If we had had another hour or two of daylight, 
not a man would have passed the Tormes ; and as it was, they would all 
have been taken, if Dqn Carlos de Espaha had left the garrison in Alba de 
Tormes as I wished and desired ; or, having taken it away, as I believe 
before he was aware of my wishes, he had informed me that it was not there. 
If he had, I should have marched in the night upon Alba, where I should 
have caught them all, instead of upon the fords of the Tormes. But this 
is a little misfortune, which does not diminish the honor acquired by tlie 
troops in the action, nor, I hope, the advantage to he derived from it by 
the country ; as I don’t believe there are many soldiers who were in that 
action who are likely to face us again till they shall be very largely rein- 
forced indeed. 

I am very anxious that a mark of His Royal Highness’ favor should be 
conferred upon Sir S. Cotton. I believe he would be much gratified at 
receiving the Red Riband. No cavalry could act better than ours did in 
the action ; and I must say for Sir Stapleton, that I don’t know where 
See Appendix, No. XXII I. 
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we should find an officer that would command our cavalry in this country 
half so well as he does. 

I request your Lordship to send us out remount horses for the cavalry 
and the artillery. These daily marches, skirmishes, battles, &c., consume 
an immense number of them ; and we can get none here to suit our pur- 
pose for either artillery or cavalry. Marmont has now had a reinforce- 
ment of not less than 2000 cavalry since I came to Salamanca in Jun«. 
I hope that we have deprived him of a few hundreds of them; and that, 
at all events, his late reinforcement does not make him now more than 
500 or 600 more than he was when he last crossed the Duero. But the 
loss has fallen principally upon the French infantry ; and our cavalry 
must be kept up, or we cannot stay in the plains. I should wish also to 
he able to equip some more artillery, and of a larger calibre ; as it is not 
agreeable to be cannonaded for hours together, and not be able to answer 
even with one gun. 

I see that the King is very anxious to collect every thing against us. I 
think the French could not now remain in Andalusia, probably not south of 
the Duero, if the Anglo-Sicilian army had appeared upon the eastern coast. 

Marmont has lost his arm ;* Gens. Foy, Clausel, Bonet, and Ferey, are 
wounded; Gen. Thomiere is killed. These are five of 8 Generals of 
division. There are, besides, a great number of Generals of brigade 
killed or wounded, Gen. Curto is missing, and I believe is prisoner. 
How they get on their troops at such a rate, I can’t conceive ; but they 
left this about 2 this morning, and they will arrive in Valladolid to- 
morrow. I will answer your letter of the , which I have received, 

by the next post. 

To Lieut. Gen. Sir T. Graham, K.B. Flores de Avila, 25th July, 1812. 

I can’t allow the dispatches to go off without writing you a few lines 
respecting our action of the 22d. You will see our previous movements 
detailed in my dispatch of the 21st, and that of yesterday. 

I took up the ground which you were to have taken during the siege 
of Salamanca, only the left was thrown back on the heights, it being 
unnecessary, under the circumstances, to cover the ford of Marta- 
We had a race for the large Arapiles, which is the more distant of the 
two detached heights which you will recollect on the right of your posi- 
tion : this race the French won, and they were too strong to be dislodged 
without a general action. 

I knew that the French were to be joined by the cavalry of the army of 
the North on the 22d or 23d, and that the army of the Centre was likely 
to be in motion. Marmont ought to have given me a pont d'or, and he 
would have made a handsome operation of it. But instead of that, after 
manoeuvring all the morning in the usual French style, nobody knew with 
what object, he at last pressed upon my right in such a manner, at the 
same time without engaging, that he would have either carried our 
Arapiles, or he would have confined us entirely to our position. This 
was not to be endured, and we fell upon him, turning his left flank; and 
I never saw an army receive such a beating. 

This proved to be incorrect. 
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I had desired the Spaniards to continue to occupy the castle of Alba de 
Tormes. Don Carlos de Espaha had evacuated it, I believe, before he knew 
my wishes ; and he was afraid to let me know that he had done so ; and I 
did not know it till I found no enemy at the fords of the Tormes. When 
I lost sight of them in the dark, I marched upon Huerta and Encinas, and 
they went by Alba. If I had known there had been no garrison in Alba, I 
should have marched there, and should probably have had the whole. 

Mannont, Clausel, Foy, Ferey, and Bonet, are wounded badly. Ferey, 
it is supposed, will die. Thomiere is killed. Many Generals of brigade 
killed or wounded. 

I am in hopes that our loss has not been great. In 2 divisions, the 3d 
and Bth, it is about 1200 men, including Portuguese. There are more in 
the 4th and 6th ; but there are many men who left the ranks with wounded 
oiOScers and soldiers, who are eating and drinking, and engaged m regocijos 
with the inhabitants of Salamanca ; I have sent, however, to have them all 
turned out of the town. 

I need not express how much I regret the disorder in your eyes since this 
action. I hope that you receive benefit fi*om the advice of the oculists in 
London. 

P.S. Beresford’s wound is not dangerous, Leith’s arm is broken, and his 
wound painful. Cole’s wound is through the body, and it is apprehended 
will be tedious. Cotton’s is through the fleshy part, and the two bones of 
his arm : it may be a bad wound, if there should be hsemorrhage. 

■ * 

To Dr, M^Grigor, Inspector of hospitals. Flores de Avila, 25th July, 1812, 2 p.m. 

I have received your letter of yesterday at noon, and I am very much 
obliged to you for the good accounts which you have given me of our 
wounded, I assure you that I am very sensible of the diligence and atten- 
tion of the medical department, of which I have reported my sense to the 
Sec. of State. 

I think you will do well to send to Ciudad Rodrigo only those whose 
wounds are not likely soon to recover, and the movement of whom will 
not be prejudicial to them, as we must get the men to tbeir regiments 
again as soon as we can. 

To the Rt. Hoii. Sir H, Wellesley, K.B. Flores de Avila, 25th July, 1 812. 

I enclose copies of my last dispatches to the Sec. of State containing 
accounts of the operations of the allied army from the 14th inst., includ- 
ing the general action fought near Salamanca on the 22d inst. 

I beg you to lay before the Spanish government, for their information, 
such parts of these dispatches as you may think proper. 

To Earl Bathurst Flores de Avila, 25th July, 1812. 

I enclose a letter from Dr. M‘Grigor, which will show the state of our 
wounded officers and soldiers. Most of the wounds are, I believe, slight. 

I beg your Lordship’s attention to that part of the letter which refers to 
the sending out additional medical assistance to this army. 

I have reports this day, that the King moved from Madrid on the 21st 
with 12,000 or 15,000 men to join Marmont; and he had arrived yester- 
day at San Pasciial and Papatrigo, in the province of Avila, on his road to 
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Alba de Tomes. He there heard of Marmont’s defeat^ and he retired 
my posts inform me, towards Villa Castin; others say on the Adaia to 
cover Marmonfs retreat. He will add to Marmont’s cavalry; hut I don’t 
think that both together will venture to allow us to approach them. 

To Earl Bathurst. Flores de Avila, 25th July, 1812. 

I find the troops so much fatigued by the battle and their previous aiid 
subsequent marches, and the enemy have got so far before the infantry, 
that I halted this day, and have sent on the light cavalry and guerrillas 
in pursuit. 

I will try the remedy proposed in your dispatch and letter of the 3d, 
for the inconvenience of the Attorney and Solicitor General’s opinion on 
the 24th Section of the Articles of War. But I am afraid it will not 
answer the purpose entirely. I don’t know of any thing that annoys me 
so much, as the misbehaviour of a few of the troops (those coming up 
from hospitals, or those just arrived from England) to the inhabitants of 
the country who invariably behave with kindness to them. 1 trust entirely 
to Mr. Sutton to choose a proper person to be sent out here. But besides 
a knowledge of his profession, he should have some little knowledge of 
the world, and indulgence for the manners of the class of people among 
whom he is coming to live. 

I concur with you in thinking that it is not likely to make the measure 
worse, to make the full increase of pay to non-commissioned officers 
depend upon their having been in the situation for two years. The enjoy- 
ment of some increase, and the hopes of the further increase, will keep 
them on their good behaviour, and it does not much signify how men 
acquire good habits ; when once acquired, they don’t easily abandon them. 

I should wish, however, if the public could afford the expense, to see the 
old proportions of pay re-established. 

The explanation of the Order in Council respecting Spanish merchants 
is perfectly satisfactory. When I complained of that order, I had it in 
contemplation to march into Andalusia ; and I was apprehensive that I 
might be involved with the Spanish authorities for the protection of 
— of Xerez, who has behaved very ill. 

I am much obliged to you for the intelligence from the North. If the 
Emperor of Russia has any resources, and is prudent, and his Russians 
will really fight, Buonaparte will not succeed. 

The A. G. to Capt. Hare, D.A.A.G., Salamanca^ 25t}i July, 1812. 

I am directed by tlie Commander of the Forces to acquaint you that in addition 
to the instructions you have already received relative to the march of the French 
prisoners you will observe tbe following : the officers to be forwarded separately ; 
the prisoners will be marched in such proportions and in such strength as may 
enable the guard at present over them to afford a sufficient escort for their safe 
guidance on their route, and a further party of 50 dragoons will be immediately 
ordered to Salamanca to furnish you more means to carry on this service. It will 
be extremely advisable that tbe French prisoners may not be marched in too large 
parties, as it may give rise to great irregularities and, perhaps, tend to assist the 
escape of several; and I would recommend you to impress on the minds of the 
Spanish officers the necessity of treating the prisoners with mildness. Another 
Spanish battalion will also be sent to Salamanca on this service. You will there- 
fore have sufficient force to insure its being carried on agreeably to tbe wishes of 
his Excellency. 
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The A*G. to Brigade Major M' Pheraon, 4/A diviaion, 25th July, 1812. 

In your retoii (jf casualties for the 23d inst. you have omitted to specify the 
names of the officers killed and wounded ; the consequence is that the returns of 
the army cannot be completed, and the dispatches are consequently delayed. I am 
therefore to request by a mounted officer you will immediately fQxmo.xdL a return to 
this office^ made out agreeably to tile usual forms of the service. 

To Itieut, Col, Sir H. Douglas, Bart. Aldea Seca, 26ih J uly, 1812. 

Marshal Marmont has continued his retreat by Olmedo towards Valla- 
dolid, and our troops have followed him ; and the main body of the army 
will be to-morrow at Arevalo and at Muriel, on the Zapardiel river, the 
advanced guard being forward in pursuit of the enemy, and the army will 
continue its march along the Zapardiel and Adaja rivers. 

The King moved from Madrid on the 21st with a corps of from 10,000 
to 12,000 men, and arrived yesterday at Blasco Sancho, between Arevalo 
and Avila. He there heard of the defeat of Marmont, and immediately 
retired, it is said, towards Villa Castin and Madrid. The direction of his 
retrograde march, however, is not confirmed; and 1 think it most* pro- 
bable that he is gone towards Segovia. Under these circumstances, it is 
most desirable that Gen. Santocildes should approach a little nearer to us 
with that part of the Galician army which is disposable. 

It appears that Gen. Silveira remaining on the Esla, and observing well 
the garrison of Zamora, Gen. Santocildes might move forward as far as 
the heights of San Roman, and communicate with our left by the fords of 
Castro Nuno, to which I will request Don Carlos to detach a party of 
Don Julian’s cavalry. If, contrary to my expectations, a part of Mar- 
mont’s army should move upon him, he would always have his retreat 
open across the Esla. If they should move upon Rio Seco, in order to 
raise the siege of Astorga, he could move in the same direction, in order 
to cover that operation ; and on the other hand, he could be so near our 
left as to be able to co-operate in any offensive plan against the enemy ; 
or if the sieges of Toro and Zamora should be thought expedient, he would 
be in readiness to receive the supplies and assistance to carry on these 
operations. I request you, therefore, to suggest to Gen. Santocildes to take 
up this position. I have not adverted to the garrison of Toro ; as, consist- 
ing only of 200 men, it cannot give a moment’s uneasiness to any body. 

To Lieut. Geu. Sir R. Hill, K.B. Aldea Seca, 26th July, 1812. 

I received this morning your letter of the 22d. It is difficult to form 
an opinion of the enemy’s intentions in the south. From the three letters 
sent in your letter of the 20th, I judge that the King presses Soult to send 
Drouet according to his former orders ; yet it would appear from Soult’s 


G. O. Aldea Seca, S6th July, 18:2, 

1. When it is possible, it is desirable to get the troops into, the towns in the day time. 
If that should not l>e possible, and there should be wood, conveniently situated in respect 
to the water, they should be placed in the wood; but the Commander of the Forces is 
most anxious that they should be placed on the high grounds every night, clear of the woods 
and marshy grounds, and rivulets. 

2. The Commander of the Forces particularly requests the attention of the General offi- 
cers commanding divisions and brigades to this subject, as one likely to have great iuHu- 
ence on the health of the troops. 
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letter of the 8th July, that he does not think of such a movement ; and 
according to your accounts to the 22d, nothing had been done towards it; 
on the contrary, it appeared that he was coming himself into Estremadura. 

I think that my instructions to you from the 8th to the 16th of this 
month provide for every event : 1st ; That of Soult assembling his whole 
force in Estremadura: 2dly; That of Brouet crossing the Tagus to join 
the King, according to the orders we know the King sent : 3dly ; That of 
Tr eillard making an in vasion by the valley of the Tagus. 

In regard to the last, it appears not likely to take place, particularly at 
present, as the King has actually marched from Madrid, and is in front of 
this army ; but you will of course have judged it proper to call in Gen. 
CampbelPs detachment from Merida, if Soult should be in Estremadura in 
force : for the purposes of the march to the north of the Tagus, it would 
be nearly as well placed at Badajoz as at Merida : and if Soult should be 
in force in Estremadura, sufficient to keep your main body in check, no 
detachment at Merida can answer any of the purposes for which Campbell’s 
detachment was to be placed there, or even be in safety. 

Marmont has gone in all haste on Valladolid : he left Olmedo this 
morning. The King was yesterday at Blasco Sancho, between Avila and 
Arevalo; he there heard of the defeat of Marmont, and went off, it is 
supposed, towards Villa Castin, that is, Guadarrama and Madrid. I don’t 
understand this movement, as he leaves Marmont’s remains in a manner 
at my discretion, unless he intends to cross the Tagus with his army of the 
Centre, to join Drouet and Soult, and fall upon you: however, I shall observe 
him closely, and can reinforce you, as fast as he can reinforce Soult. 

To Major Gen. . Arevalo, 27th July, 1S12. 

I heard some time ago of some dissatisfaction w ith his situation on the 

part of Lieut. Col. ; but as you did not mention the subject to me, 

. and I beard no more of it on bis part, I concluded that it was one of those 
cases of difference of opinion which sometimes occur among those who 
mean best by the service ; and I took no further notice of what had been 
mentioned to me. 

I had heard nothing of the circumstances of which you write; and I beg 
to know from you, whether you wish what you mention to be formally 


G- O. Arevalo, 27tb July, 1812. 

1. The Commander of the Forces Laving received an order to draft the 2d bait. 5th regfc. 
into the 1st, the following arrangement is to be made for that purpose : 

2. The private men belonging to the 2d batt. 6tli regt., in Portugal and Spain, are to be 
drafted into the 1st batt, and are to be distributed into companies in the ist batt, with the 
exception of men deemed unfit at present for service in the field. 

3. All men missing from the 2d batt, are to be kept on the strength of the 2d batt,^ 

4. The transfer is to be made immediately, and the officers commanding companies in 
the 2d batt. are to draw pay for them up to the 24th inst., and are to account in the usual 
manner with the officers commanding compani^ in the 1st batt,, to whose com paides tliese 
men will be transfemed under this order. 

5. When this transfer shall be completed, the officers, non-commi^ioned officers, and 
Staff of the 2d batt., and such private men who remain, are to proceed by mute fumisheti 
by the Q. M. G, to Lisbon, preparatory to their embarkation for England, 

6. The Commander of the Forces cannot part with the officers and non-commissioned 
officers of the 2d batt. 5fh regt. without again requesting them to accept his thanks for their 
nniforro good conduct, and hrilliant and important services, since they have been under his 
command. 
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conddered, or only that Lieut. Col. should be removed from the 

‘—th division. In order to enable you to decide upon this point, it may 
be expedient to make you acquainted with my opinion. There is no doubt 
that it is the duty of the A.A.G, to make such a reconnaissance as you 

ordered Lieut. Col. to make upon Alba de Tormes ; and I can’t 

understand his refusing to make it. 

If you are satisfied with his being removed from the — th division, T 
have no objection to the matter being there dropped, as I am convinced 
that Lieut. Col. — - cannot be serious in supposing that that which he 
was ordered to do was inconsistent with the duty of the A.A.G. But if you 
wish the matter to go farther, it must he regularly inquired into. I shall take 
no further steps upon the subject till I shall hear from you, which I beg may 
be as soon as may be convenient to you. I shall he at Olmedo to-morrow. 

To His Excellency C. Stuart. Arevalo, 27th Jiil y, 1 SI 2. 

I have been so much occupied lately, that I have not been able to 
answer your letter of the 13th July. 

Besides the 100,000 dollars which I told you in my letter of the 16th 
that I had ordered to be issued to the Portuguese government, I ordered 
100,000 dollars of the money in the town should be likewise given, I 
shall desire the Commissary Gen. to send a note of the value of the sup- 
plies to Mr. Bell, when he shall furnish them in future. 

You omitted to enclose Lord Castlereagh’s letter to which you refer in 
your’s of the 13th July; although you did enclose a letter from the Dep. 
Storekeeper Gen. to Mr. Harrison, together with a list of clothing, &c., 
for the Spanish troops ; and a letter from Mr. Merries to Col. Gordon. 
These articles must remain in store at Lisbon, and I shall order them to 
he issued in proportion as they may be wanted. 

To Col. Torrens, Military Secretary. Olmedo, 28th July, 1812. 

As the fairest way of enabling His Royal Highness to judge of tlie 
merits of the officers and corps engaged in the general action of the 22d, 

G. 0. Olmetlo, 26th .Tuly,181». 

1. The number of soldiers of infantry who stay behind their regiments on a march is 
80 very large, the practice is so unmilitary in itself, and leads to such inconveniences and 
losses when the troops are moving near an enemy, and is at all times so prejudicial to tlie 
health of the soldiers, that the Commander of the Forces begs to draw the attention of the 
General officers of the army to the G. O. upon this subject. 

2. Under these orders no soldier ought to be out of the ranks on a march without the 
knowledge of the officer commanding his company, and the officer commanding the regi- 
ment should report all absentees, at the end of the march, to the General officers command- 
ing the brigades. 

3. The object of these orders is to insure the attention of these several authorities to the 
absence from the ranks of every soldier, and to make it certain that this evil will not exist 
in any instance without sufficient cause. 

4. But if it takes place without notice from the officers of the regiment, or the General 
officer of the brigade, it is time some further measures should be adopted. 

5f. The Commander of the Forces declares his intention to have the name taken down of 
every soldier whom he may find straggling from his regiment on the march ; and if he 
should find upon inquiry that the soldiers* names have not been reported, according to the 
G. 0. of the army, he will bring to trial before a General Court Martial the officer of the 
company, or the commanding officer of the regiment if he should not have noticed the 
neglect of the commanding officer of the company. 

6. The Commander of the Forces requests that the General officers commanding divisions, 
and the officers of the General staff, will pay attentiort to this sulyect. 
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I think it proper to transmit to you the reports which I have recei?ed 
from the several General officers commanding divisions engaged; with 
the exception of the cavalry, Sir S. Cotton not having transmitted a report. 

Some of these gentlemen have been rather liberal in their recommend- 
ations of officers for promotion, while others have not been so much so ; 
and I have therefore deemed it best to make out a list from the whole, 
which I beg you to submit to His Royal Highness. 

^ I include Lieut. Col. Elley in the list, as His Royal Highness may think 
it expedient to take this occasion to grant him the rank of Colonel, which 
he claims as Lieut. Colonel of 6 years’ standing of the Blues. He wm 
wounded, and had 2 horses killed under him. 

To Earl Bathurst. Olraedo, 28th July, 1812. 

The army have continued their march in pursuit of the enemy smce I 
addressed you on the 24th inst., and we have continued to take many 
prisoners. 

A part of the enemy’s army crossed the Duero yesterday, near Puente 
de Duero, and the remainder, their left wing, were in march towards the 
bridge of Tudela this morning at 9 o’clock, when I last heard from our 
advanced posts. 

The main body of the allied army is this day on the Adaja and Zapar- 
diel rivers, in this neighbourhood, the light cavalry being in front in 
pursuit of the enemy. 

I have requested Gen. Santocildes, who is upon the Esla with 8000 men of 
the army of Galicia, to move forward to the heights of San Roman on this 
side of Toro, and to communicate with our left by the fords of Castro Nuho. 

It appears that the King left Madrid on the 21st, with the army of the 
Centre, supposed to consist of from 10,000 to 12,000 infantry, and from 
2000 to 3000 cavalry; and he directed his march by the Esciirial upon 
Alba de Tormes. He arrived at Elasco Sancho, between Avila and 
Arevalo, on the 25tb, where he heard of the defeat of Marshal Marmont; 
and he retired in the evening ; and between that time and the evening of 
the 26th he marched through Villa Castin to Espinar. A non-commis- 
sioned officer’s patrole of the 14th light dragoons and 1st hussars, from 
Arevalo, took in Blasco Sancho, on the evening of the 25th, shortly after 
the King had left the place, 2 officers and 27 men of the King’s cavalry, 
who had been left there to follow bis rear guard. I have reason to believe 
that the King had no regular account of the action of the 22d till he 
passed the Puerto de Guadarrama yesterday ; hut he then returned, and 
was directing his march upon Segovia. I have not yet heard how far he 
had advanced. All accounts concur in regard to the great loss sustained 
by the ^ Armh de Portugal f but I think it probable that they will en- 
deavor to join the King on the Upper Duero, if the King should continue 
on this side of the mountains, unless I should previously have it in my 
power to strike a blow against his corps. 

By accounts from Lieut. Gen. Sir R. Hill to the 24th inst., it appears 
that the enemy had in some degree reinforced the troops in Estremadura. 
The Lieut, General had removed to Zafra, as being the coolest and most 
healthy situation in Estremadura, and preparatory to the detachment 
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whicli I ordered him to make to the right of the Tagus, in case the enemy 
should detach in that direction. It is reported that Gen. Ballesteros had 
marched on another expedition towards Malaga, and that he was opposed 
by a division of the army of the South, under Gen. LevaL 

I have not received detailed accounts of Commodore Sir H. Popham’s 
operations on the coast since the capture of Lequeitio, but I understand 
that he has taken Castro Urdiales; and there is no doubt that those opera- 
tions have drawn the enemy’s attention to that quarter, and that Gen. 
Caffarelli has been able to detach only cavalry to the assistance of the 
^ Arrme de PortugaV From the advantage derived from these opera- 
tions, your Lordship will form a judgment of that which would have been 
derived, under existing circumstances, froni the expedition which had 
been concerted and agreed upon to the Eastern coast of the Peninsula, 
with the troops from Sicily, combined with the Spanish troops in Majorca 
and at Alicante. 

I enclose a statement which 1 have made .out from a return in my pos- 
session of the strength of the army of Aragon in the month of April, 
from which your Lordship will see that, after allowing for the divisions 
detached to the army of the North, under Gen. Palombini, which was 
destined to join Marshal Marmont, there will still remain a very formi- 
dable army under Marshal Suchet, which it is desirable should not be 
added to the other troops acting against this army. 

To Earl Bathurst. 01 medo, 2Sth July, 1812- 

I enclose the last report of our wounded officers and soldiers. I shall 
be much obliged to you if you will urge the Medical Board to send us 
out medical assistance as soon as possible. I likewise request your Lord- 
ship not to forget horses for the cavalry and the artillery, and mbney. We 
are absolutely bankrupt. The troops are now 5 months in arrears, instead 
of being one month in advance. The staff have not been paid since 
February ; the muleteers not since June, 1811 ; and we are in debt in all 
parts of tbe country. I am obliged to take the money sent to me by my 
brother for the Spaniards, in order to give my own troops a fortnight’s 
pay, who are really suffering for want of money. 

It is said that Marmont cannot live, hut could not stop to have his arm 
cut off, and that a mortification has taken place. It is difficult to judge of 
the exact loss of the French; hut it is said to be between 17,000 and 
20,000 men. They all agree, that if we had had an hour more of day- 
light, the whole army would have been in our hands. Gen. Clausel, who 
is wounded, now commands the army. The only apprehension 1 have is, 
that when the * Armee de PortugaV the King shall have joined, they 
wffi be too strong for us in cavalry. I am convinced that their infantry 
will make no stand. . 



7§7 


APPENDIX 

TO 

THE FIFTH VOLUME- 


No. L (p. 4.) 

Le general de division Regnier an Marechal Mass4iia, Prince d’Essling, Dtic de RivoH. 

An pont de S. Felices el Grande, ce 11 Mai, 1811. 

J’ai d4ja en I’honneur de vous pr4venir de i'arriv4e de la garniaon d’Almeida. 
Je n’4tais, beureusement pour elle, pas encore parti de San Felices el Grande lors- 
<ju'on a entendu tirer vers Barba de Puerco. J’ai aussitot fait porter le 31”’“ r%t. 
d infariterie legere et les voltigeurs du r4gt, au pont. On est arriv4 lorsque 
la t4te de la garnison arrivait au d4fil4, et que sa queue 4tait vivement cbargle 
par deux colonnes d’infanterie Anglaise, que le regiment que j'ai fait placer dans les 
rocbei's dominants le d4fil4 ont arretd. Un d4tachement de la garnison qui s’^tait 
dcarte de la route a obligd de se prdcipiter dans les rocbers, ou queiques-uns 
se sont tods en tombant, et les autres cacbds reviennent successivement au pont, 
d’od je fais chasser les Anglais afin de retirer ces homraes. Les Anglais, en pour- 
suiyant la garnison, s’dtaient avanc4s jusqu’au pont, et ont beaucoup perdu en se 
retirant. On m’a ddja ramen4 10 soldats Anglais pris de Tautre cdt4 du pont Le 
g4n4ral Brenier m’a dit qu’il n’a presque pas laiss4 d'bommes en arriere dans sa 
marcbe de cette nuit. Ceux que j ’ai vu prendre, lorsqu’a mon arriv4e ici les Anglais 
les cbargeaient a Barba de Puerco, ne sont pas plus de 40, mais il y a plusieurs 
morts dans les rocbers et de blesses. 

Je reste ici aujourd’bui avec le 2®® corps pour acbever de rallier la garnison 
d’Almeida et la reposer, Demain i’ex4cuterai la marcbe que vous m’avez or- 
donnde. 

Le general Brenier au Mar4chal Massena, Prince d’Essling, Due de Rivoli. 

Sail Felices, 11 Mai, 1811, 

J’ai Thonneur de vous rendre compte que, conformement aux ordres de V, A., 
j’ai fait sauter la place d’Almeida. J’ai marcb4 sur le ventre aux troupes qui 
m’investissent, et je suis arriv4 a San Felices. 

J’aurai rhonneur de rendre un compte plus d4taill4 a votre Altesse de cette 
critique operation, par laquelle tons les officiers et soldats qui composaient cette 
garnison ont montr4 un zele, un courage, et un devonement dignes des plus grands 
61oges, et je vous demanderai la permission de solUciter aupres de votre Altesse 
toute sa bienveillance pour obtenir les bontes de Sa Majesty pour eux. 

Si dans cette occasion votre Altesse est satisfaite de I’exactitude avec laquelle 
j’ai execute ses ordres, j’oserai lui deman der pour recompense Fordre de porter 
moi-mdme la nouvelie a PEmpereur. 

Le general Brenier au Marecbal Marmont, Due de Raguse, Commandant en Chef 

FArmee de Portugal. Salamanque, le 17 Mai, 1811. 

La place d' Almeida a ete investie le 7 Avril. D’aprds les ordres que j’avais 
recus auparavant de S. A. le Prince de Neufcbatel et de S, E. ie Marecbal Due 
d’lstrie, j’avais fait preparer les mines pour en faire sauter les fortifications. J’ai 
continue ce travail apr^s Finvestissement ; et. avant la fin du mois d’ Avril, ily 
avait 140 fourneaiix tout prets k 6tre charges. Je pensais que Farm^e, apr^s 
s’4tre reposee quelques jours, ferait im mouvement sur Almeida ; tout 4tait dis- 
pose pour 4vacuer promptement I’artillerie et les munitions ; pendant cette Eva- 
cuation, les fourneaux eussent 4tE charges, et il efit fallu tres-peu de jours pour 
tout terminer. Je n’attendais le mouvement de FarmEe que du 10 au 15 de ce 
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mois ; et, pour me donner le temps d’attendre jusque-ld, j’avais 6 tabli un systdme 
d’dconomie extrdmement rigoureux, et que je surveillais moi-m 6 me avec la plus 
rigide s 6 v§rit 6 . Par ce moyen, j’avais calciild avoir de qiioi vivre jusqu’au 25, et 
j’dtais bieii d 6 cid 6 a prolmiger. d’une manibre on d’autre, an moins jusqu’au 
I**** Juin. 

D^s le leiidemaiii de mon investissement, j* 6 tais resserrd sur tons les points 
d’une mani^re tr^s-s 6 vere ; tous les jours des tirailleurs veiiaient tirer sur mon 
troupeau, et le for^aient de rentrer: je me suis d 6 cid^ alors a en faire saler une 
partie. 

Persuade que Tennemi ne pouvait avoir amen4 de pare de si^ge, j’ai pens 6 que, 
connaissant la faiblesse de ma garnison, il pourrait tenter quelque coup de main ; 
et, de concert avec les commandants du g^nie et de I’artillerie, j’ai pris toutes les 
dispositions imaginables pour le repousser, Tous les flancs des bastions out 
garnis de pieces touj ours cbarg 6 es ^ mitraille ; des faux, des fourches out did 
placdes dans ebaque bastion ; des poutres ont dtd rangdes sur le parapet du cbemin 
des rondes; des obus et des grenades charges ont dtd placds a portde, ainsi que 
des balles a feu, etdes tourteaux goudronnds pour dclairer les fossds. J’avais fait 
faire des rdpdtitioiis aux troupes, pour leur faire connaltre leur place d’alarme de 
jour et de nuit. 

Le 15, j’ai dtd sommd de me rendre par le major gdndral Campbell, qui me 
faisait observer que les circonstances de la campagne m’ 6 taient tout espoir d’etre 
secouru; que la faiblesse de ma garnison m’dtait tout espece de moyen de me 
ddfendre. J’ai r 6 pondii verbalement que, si on croyait ma garnison trop faible 
pour ddfendre la place, on n’avait qii’b essay er de venir la prendre, et que je 
n’avais point d’autre rdponse h faire. Le 17, Lord Wellington m’a fait deman der 
une entrevue ; j’ai cm devoir la refuser. 

J’ai fait une sortie le 28 au matin; j’ai cliass^ les posies Anglais. On leur a 
tu 6 quel^uea homines, et fait 4 prisonniers. 

J’ai felt une autre sortie sur des posies Portugais, et j’ai fait 3 prisonniers ; 
mais jamais je n’ai fait attaquer le cote par oh. je suis sorti. 

Le3 Mai, j’ai entendu une canonnade et une fiusillade qui m’ont aimonce rap- 
proche de I’arinde; le 5, j’ai jugequ’ii y avait une affaire serieuse, et d chaque 
instant je m’attendais h communiquer. 

Le 7, j’ai 1*6911 I’ordre deS. A. le Prince d’Essiing, par un soldat du 16™<»ldger, 
de faire sauter la place, et de me retirer sur Barba de Puerco avec ma garnison ; 
de suite, je me suis occupy de faire charger les fourneaux et de detruire rartillerie. 
On a employ^, pour ce dernier objet, le moyen dont nous avions dCga fait TexpS- 
rience quelque temps auparavant sur une piece hors de service, de tirei* des coups 
de canon dans la volee des pieces ; on a ddtruit de cette mani^re les pieces, les 
obusiers et les mortiers. Les cartouches ont 4t6jet6es partie dans iin puits, et 
partie dans les fossds, au pied des revetements qui devaient sauter. Les plombs 
ont dtd jet4s de m^me dans les fosses pour etre ensevelis. Une grande quantity 
de saucissons 6 tait d4ja pr^te et chargee, par les soins infatigables et lapr^voyante 
intelligence de M. le chef de bataillon Morlet, commandant du genie de la pla(?e ; 
les affdts ont (St 6 scifis en grande partie, et les autres placfis sur les parapets qui 
6 taient minds ; le pare des voitures a dte renversd et rangA contre les bermes au- 
dessous des revetements, ot\ il a dt 6 enseveli ; enfin, je crois qu’ancune des prd- 
cautions d prendre pour mettre hors de service tout ce qui pouvait f4re de quelque 
utilite ^ reimemij if a 6 td oublide ; et e’est ici que je dois rendre hommage ii I’in- 
telligence, a I’activitd, et au ddvouement des officiers du gdnie et de rartillerie, 
qui connaissaient aussi bien que moi toutes les chances d’lme operation aussi cri- 
tique, et k qui ndanmoins rien n’est dchappd de tout ce qui pouvait contribuer h 
rentier accomplissement des ordres de S, M. 

Le 9, tous les fourneaux dtaient charges ; mais les travaux pour la destruction 
de I’artillerie n’dtaient pas terrain ds, et j’ai dh encore retarder d’un jour, afevde 
ne kisser aucim regret en arriere de moi. Le gdnie a profitd de ce temps pour 
faire et charger 400 toises de plus de saucissons, qui ^talent encore n<5cessaires 
pour le compassement des feux. 

Dans le matinee du 10 , je rassemblai cbez moi les principaux ofEciers de la 
garnison ; je leur lus I’ordre du Prince d’Essiing ; je ne leur caebai pas que noire 
expedition pr^ sen tait beaucoup de difficult4s et de dangers ; qu’une fois dehors, 
le feu mis ^ .la place, nous nous trouverions dans la n^cessitfi de nous faire jour, 
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potir rejoindre Farm4e, au milieu des obstacles de tous genres, on de snccomber 
avec lionneiir; <ju’ime fois la place d^truite, les intentions de S. M. seraieiit par- 
iliitement reniplies; que ce seiil but devaitnousanimer; quenoiislitions Fraii^ais, 
et qu’il fallait prouver k Funivers entier que nous Itions dignes de Fetre ; que si 
notre expedition r6ussissait, elle nous couvrirait de gloire, quels qu’en fusseat les 
resultats pour nous personnellement. 1'ous ont t^moignl le plus courageux de- 
vouement. Je leur ai ensuite fait part des dispositions que j’avats arret4es, aiiisi 
que de la maniere dont je comptais arriversur les postes ennemis, et je les ai con- 
duits sur un point de ia place, d’ou je leur ai fait voir la direction que je comptais 
prendre; et, voulant marcher sur deux colonnes, pour avoir moins de profondeiir 
et pour renverser un plus grand front d*ennemis, ce qui me donnait au delb de 
leur ligne plus de latitude pour mes monvements, je leur ai donn6 toutes les in- 
structions ii^cessaires pour lanmrcbedes deux colonnes, et pour base, j’aiannonce 
que la colonne de gauche 6tait la colonne de direction. Les deux compagnies 
dilite du 5™® batt. du 82«ifi rdgt. devaient marcher en tite de la coloime de 
gauche, composee dudit bataillon, pour balayer le passage i la colonne qui ies 
suivait ; les deux compagnies de canonniers marchaient en t§te de la colonne de 
droite avec le m6me objet; cette colonne, commandde par le chef de bataillon du 
genie Thruiller, ^tait composde de divers dfjtachements du et du S*”® corps; 
les sapeurs devaient tester en viile, une partie pour mettre le feu, une autre partie 
en bataille sur divers points, pour emp^cner les habitants de d^ranger notre opera- 
tion, etpour proteger la sortie de tons ; ils devaient ensuite former Farriere-garde ; 
ils dtaient commandos par M. le chef de bataillon du genie Morlet, qui est restd 
dans la place jusqu’4 ce que le feu ait ete mis, et qui a etd obligd de se faire jour 
vine seconde fois avec ses sapeurs a travers les postes ennemis, qui s’etaient rejoints 
sur nos derrieres. 

J’avais fait mettre les Equipages en queue de la colonne; jeprSvojais, que dans 
toute esp^ce de cas, ils ne pourraient nous suivre, et je n’dtais pas facli6 de les 
placer de maniere a les faire prendre pour occuper Fennemi. 

Apres ^tre convenu avec tous les officiers de toutes armes de tous les details 
prdliminaires de notre operation, j"ai et4, comme k mon ordinaire, me promener 
dans la ville et sur les remparts; j’ai cause avec tousles soldats; j’ai fait en sorte, 
par un air de s^curitd et de coniiance, d’dcarter de leur esprit toute idee de doute 
ou d’inquidtude sur le r^sultat de notre operation, et j ai vu tout le monde plein 
de confiance, et j’ose dire d’enthousiasme ; a Fentrde de la nuit, j'ai fait prendre 
les armes k toute la garnison pour emp^cher que quiconque ne sAloigne, et pour 
^tre prSt aussitdt que toutes les dispositions seraient terminSes ; car on a travaille 
jusqu’au moment du depart. A 10 heures toutdtait pr^t, j’ai envoy d Fordre a 
tous les postes avanc6s des demi-lunes et des chemins converts de se porter dans 
le plus grand silence en dedans de la barriere par ofi on devait sortir. Au moment 
de commencer le mouvement, j’ai donn^ pour mot d’ordre, Bonaparte ^iBayari; 
et tout le monde s’est mis en marche sous les auspices de la gloire et de Fhonneur. 

Je suis sortile dernier ; alors j’ai envoys Fordre h, M. le chef de bataillon Morlet 
de mettre le feu dans les boites ; il 6tait convenu que ce seul ordre suffirait, parce 
qu’il devait faire un signal particulier aussitot qu’il aurait eu la certitude que les 
ranches allumees dtaient en place, afin que le feu fut mis aux poudres en mime 
temps. Tout a eti parfaitement execute ; mes deux tetes de colonnes ont com- 
mend a etre aux prises avec les postes ennemis au moment mime de Fexplosion. 
Tout a eti enfond, et j’ai continue rapidement ma route, toujours harcell sur mes 
derrilres et sur mes flancs, ainsi que je I’avais prevu ; tous les Equipages out 
piiles. Je n’avais point voulu de guide, parce qu’il n’aurait pii m’enseigner que 
les chemins que je ne voulais pas suivre, et qu’il aurait pu mettre de Fincertitude 
dans nos monvements. Ne pouvant reconnaitre de nuit les divera points de direc- 
tion que depuis long temps j’avais dtudids de jour, la lune m’a servi de boussole ; 
les difierents ruisseaux ou rivieres que j’ai traverses, et dont je connaissais Fexis- 
tence, ont aussi contribue k assurer ma direction; j’ai btl barcelejusqu’au Turon. 
LI, j’ai eti abandonni. Enfin, au jour, je me suis trouvl entre Villar de Ciervo 
et Barba de Puerco; j’ai pris ma direction sur FAgueda. Entre ces deux yil- 
lages, avant d’arriver sur la crite, la cavalerie ennemie m’a atteint sur ma droite, 
et a marchl parallllement en me fusillant, pour m’arrlter ou pour indiquer aux 
troupes qui Itaient en marche pour me poursuivre, la route que j’avais prise. Je 
voyais sur ma gauche quelques crites couronnles de troupes ; j’ai manceuvre 
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pour ies 6viter| je suis enfiii arrive nn sender qui coiuliiisait an pont de San 
Eelices. 

Les deux colonnes qm avaient toujours marclie en vue et 1 portee Fiine de 
Fautre, sont arriv^es ensemble sur la rive gauche de TAgueda/ dans le nidme ordre 
qu’elles dtaient sorties d’ Almeida; elles avaient rnarchd toiijours en ordre par 

section, malgrd lesrochers, les rivikes, et les precipices. 

L’arn^re-garde des sapeurs avait rejoint depuis quelques moments la queue de 
la coloune de gauche. J’ai aper^u alors quelques troupes de Tautre c6t4 que j'ai 
reconnues avec une lunette pour §tre Fran 9 aises, et noussommes descendus ra- 
pidement sur le pont. L'ennemi arrivait de tons c6t6s; il a atteint la queue de 
ma colonne, et j’ai eu la douleur de voir fkit quelques-uns de mes braves cama- 
rades ; enhn le g^ndral Regnier, conunandant du 2K»e corps, a fait descendre des 
troupes vers le pont, et a prot4gd notre passage. 11 a recueilli tons lea blessds, et 
les a fait porter a San Felices, oh nous nous sommes trouv^s r6imi» au nombre 
d’environ 1000 bommes. J'ai perdu dans toute cette operation 860 bommes, 
dont h peu pres 150 tu6s, la plupart au precipice, et 200 prisonniers qui se sont 
6cart&s, et n’ont pu suivre la marche rapide de la colonne. ^ 

Je joins ici le rapport du commandant du g6me et celui de M. Lecb^ne, capi- 
taine d’artillerie. 11s donnent chacun dans leur partie des details circonstancies, 
que je n’ai pu qu’indiquer en grand. Je joins aussi un plan c6t6 de la place; 
tout ce qui est trace en noir indique les rev^tements qui ont sautd, 

Maintenant, Monseigneur, il me reste un devoir a remplir, c’est de rendre jus- 
tice d tons les officiers de la garnison ; j’oserai demander la decoration de la Ldgion 
d*Honneur pour tons ceux qui ne Font pas encore. Je joins a ce rapport rdtat 
nominatif de tous, et j'ai fait noter par une etoile ceux qui sont ddjd decores. 


No. IL (p. 40.) 

The hattU of AWuBra, 

Le Marechal Due de Dalmatie a S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcbdtel, Major 

GenSral. Solano, le 21 Mai, IBIL 

Je partis de Seville dans la nuit du 9 h 10, ainsi que mon rapport du 9 vous Fan- 
non^ait. Le 12 je joignis entre Fuente Cantos et Bienvenida la division que eoni- 
mandait le gendral Latour Mauboum. Le 14 je pris position h Villa Franca et 
Almendralejo ; le 15 h S*"" Marta et Villalba: ma cavalerie fut poussee jusque de- 
vant Albuera, ou j’appris que Farmee ennemie se reunissait. Les difFfcns corps 
Espagnols, Portugais, et Anglais venus de Cadiz et de Lisbonne, et m§me une 
brigade Anglaise tir5e de la Sicile, mena 9 aient F Andalousie. Ma marche avait 
degagd cette province, et Fennemi avait rappele tous ses corps pour les reunir sur 
FAlbuera. Nous nous trouvdraes ainsi, le 16, en presence de Farmee ennemie, et 
je rdsolus de ne pas perdre un instant, et de lui livrer bataille. 

La position que Fennemi occupait etait avantageuse. Elle dtait h Fembranche- 
ment des routes qui conduisaient h Badajoz et h Jurumenha par Valverde et Oli- 
ven 9 a ; mais la division Espagnole de BMe ne Favait pas encore joint, et quoiqu’en 
differant je pusse attendre aes renforts, et que je n^eusse sous la main que 4 brigades 
d’infauterie, faisant 15,000 hommes, avec 3000 chevaux, en tout 18,000 homines 
seulement, je jugeai eonvenahle de prdvenir la jonction de Blake avec 9000 Espa- 
gnols, et de Fattaquer sur sa droite, ^n de me porter sur la ligne de communication : 
d’ailieurs la nature du terrain rendait ce point d’attaque le plus avantageux. Je 
savais que ie general Beresford, qui commandait Farmee qui m^etait opposee, avait 
deux divisions dWanterie AngMse, fortes de 10,000 hommes, 8000 Portugais, et 
8000 Espagnols commandes par Castanos, avec 3000 hommes de cavalerie, ce qui 
faisait en tout 24,000 hommes ; inais je ne doutais point du succes. 

M. le gdndral de division Latour Maubourg commandait toute la cavalerie, et 
M. le general de division Ruty Fartilierie. M. le general de division Girard com- 
mandait les 2 premieres brigades, faisant 7000 hommes. Les generaux de brigade 
Werl5 et Godinot commandaient chacun une autre bi’igade. 

Le general Godinot fiit charge avec sa brigade, h iaquelle se joignit 6 escadrons 
aux ordres du gdndral de brigade Briche, de faire une fausse attaque sur le village 
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d* Album ; et je me portai atee le reste de Parmde sar la droite de I’eimemi, qui 
fut aussitbt deborde par notre cavalerie. M. le gendml Latour Maubourg manoeuvi'a 
avec audace et babilete ; il cbercha vamement h engager dans une affaire k cava- 
lerie ennemie. Celle-ci se tint eonstamment en reserve. M. ie general Girard, 
avec ses deux brigades, marcba au pas de charge et enleva la position de renneniL 
Cette position etait occnp^e par une division Espagnole et une brigade Anglaise, 
qm Meherent pied apres une resistanee assex opinidtre, et forent vivement pour- 
suivies, Le champ de bataalle dtait couvert de leurs morts, et nous leur fimes‘ bon 
nombre de prisonniers. La seconde ligne de Tennemi skvan^a alors, et deborda 
considdrablement la notre. M’etant postd sur la hauteur, Je fus surpris de voir un 
si grand nombre de troupes ; et |}eu aprhs jkppris, par un prisonnier Espagnol, que 
Blake etait arrivd avec S3)00 hommes, et avait lait sa jonction h 3 heures du matin. 
La partie n’dtait plus ^gale. Lknnemi se trouvmt avoir plus de 30,000 hommes, 
tandis que je n’en avals que 18,000. Je ne jugeai plus devoir suivre mon projet, 
et jkrdonnai que Fon gardM la portion qui avait dtd enlevde k rennemi. 

Cependant la ligne ennemie skpprocfaa bientOt de la ndtre, et le combat hit dea 
plus terribles. Le gdndral Latour Maubourg lit charger le 2“* de hussards, le 
Ir de lanciers de la Vistule, le et le 20®^ de dragons, avec une habiietd et une 
bmvoure telles que 3 brigades d’infanterie Anglaise forent miibmxnmt ddtruites. 
Six^ pieces de canon, 1000 prisonniers, et 6 drapeaux (ceux du 3“«, 48”**, et 66*”* 
regimens Anglais) rest^rent en notre pouvoir. Lknnemi nous laissa la position 
que nous lui avons prise, et n’osa plus nous attaquer. La tiraillerie dura jusquk 
4 heures apr^s midi, moment auquel elle finit de |irt et d^autre. 

Les generaux de brigade Werle et Pepin ont dtd tu&. Les gdndrauxde brigade 
Maransm et Brayer ont dtd biessds. Le colonel Praefke du 28“* rdgt. d’infanterie 
Idgere a etd tue, ainsi que les chefs de bataillon Astruc et Camus, du 26”** et du 
28”*« regimens. Notre perte en tues et blessds se monte k 2800 hommes. L’en- 
nemi ne nous a pas fait de prisonniers, si ce n’est 200 ou 300 blesses qui sont restes 
dans les rangs. 

L’ennemi a perdu 3 generaux tues, deux Anglais et un Espagnol. 11 y a 2 
genmux blesses. 1000 Anglais ont ete faits prisonniers (quelques-uns se sont 
echapp^s, mais nous en avons compt^ aujoui'd’hui 800) ; 1100 Esjmgnols ont egale- 
ment ete pris. Tous les renseignemens que j’ai pu me procurer portent la perte 
de Fennemi en tu& et blesses k 5000 Anglais, 2000 Espagnols, et 700 k 800 For- 
tugais. C’est done en tout une perte de 9000 hommes pour Farmi^ ennemie, 
e’est-k-dire une perte triple de la ndtre. 

Les troupes se sont couvertes de gioire. La cavalerie a fait des plus belles 
charges, et skst particulierement distingude. L’artillerie a soutenu sa reputation. 
J’ai eu eonstamment en batterie 40 bouches k teu, qui vomissaient la mort dans les 
rangs ennemis. Les Angkis ont perdu plus d’un homme sur deux. 

Le 17 nous sommes restes en presence. 5000 hommes mrtis d*Elvas joignirent 
Farmee ennemie. Je eontinuai k garder le champ de batmlle, et k 18, k la pointe 
du jour, je fis un mouvement de flanc sur Solano. 

J’ai charge le general de division Gazan de conduire k Seville mes prisonniers 
Anglais et Espagnols, et mes blesses, avec une escorte convenabie. Aussitot que 
je ie saurai arrive, je manoeuvrai pour me joindre k dkutres troupes, et completter 
la defaite de Fennemi. 

Je ne terminerai point cette depdehe sans fmre k V . A. S. une mention particu- 
liere des services que m’a rendus ie general de division Gazan, chef de Iktat major 
general : M. le general Latour Maubourg la merite element pour ses bonnes 
dispositions, ainsi que M. le general Ruty pour k maniere dont il a dirigd Vartil- 
lerie. Je dois citer aussi les generaux Gewiinot, Bron, Briche, Boovier des Eclats, 
et Vieknde ; Fadjudant commandant Mocquery, sous chef de mon ^tat major; ie 
general Bourgkt et le colonel Berge, de Fartillerie; le <x)lonel Konopha, du 
1*^ regt. de lanciers de la Vistule ; le colonel Vinot, du 2“** hussards ; et le colonel 
Farine, du 4”** de dragons. Je devrais egalement citer piusieurs autres chefs et 
officiers de tout grade qui se sont particulierement distingu4 ; mais tous les rapports 
particuliers ne m’4tant pas encore parvenus, je suis oblige de remettre k un autre 
rapport de faire mention de ce qu’ils ont fait. Je dois des 5loges particuliers aux 
officiers de Fetat major et k mes aides de camp, k plupart d’entre eux ont ete de- 
montes, et quelques uns ont ^te bless^. J’aurai inces^mment I’honneur d’adresser 
k V. A. Fdtat des officiers que je crois avoir merite les graces de S. M. 1. et R. 
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Le Comte Gazan, g^rt^ral de division, au Mardchal Due de Dalmatie, 

® Eibera, le 19 Mai, 1811. 

J’arnioniieur de rendre compte It votre Excellence que je viens d’arriver avec 
la totality de la colonne, qni est infiniment plus forte que je n’aurais pu le croire. J e 
tdehe de Forganiser afin d'^viter des mallieurs, et surtout le pillage qiii nous ferait 
tnourir de faim, et que j’ai trouv4 a son comble ce matin a mon arrivde a AlnieU" 
dralejo. J’ai trouv6 k mon arriv4e ici la lettre-de M. Lenormand d M. le major 
Daubersac, qui courait apr^s lui. Je la joins ici aprSs en avoir pris connaissauce. 
Commeje dois croire que cene pent ^tre que le corps qui aoit a Almara?!, 
i’fecris dlci au Comte d’Erlon afin de Fengager d presser sa marclie et a vous 
rejoindre. Cependant comme il serait encore possible que ce fut des troupes de 
Farm^e du Centre command4e par M.le g^ndral d’Armagnac, je lui 6cris pareille- 
ment afin qu’il fasse un mouvement sur vous. 

Je rdponds d M. le capitaine Lenormand pour lui annoncer que c est avec 
votre Excellence qu’il doit correspondre, M. le major Daubersac ayant rejoint 
Farm^e. Je lui ordonne de rassembler un fort convoi de subsistances, et de Faccom- 
pagner pour qu'il vous paryienne avec plus de suret4. Les grandes chaleurs feront 
beaucoup de mal a nos blesses, dontle nombre s’'41dve a plus de 4000, surtout 
n’ayant pour les panser que 6 chirurgiens; quelques mis d’entr’eux sont inorts 
pendant la route, dont M. Lapierre, chef de bataiiloii au 103“^« rto. 

Je suis encore sans nouvelles de M. le chef d'^^escadron La jBartlie; j’aurai 
Fhonneur de vous en donner du meme instant que je pourrai communiquer avec 
lui. Des partis Espagnols sont a Los Santos et a Fueiite del Maestre, et out 
paru ce matin a Almendralejo et a Villa Franca. Ils ont pris dans ce dernier 
endroit des renseignemens sur lamarcbe de notre colonne, et ontannonc6 do voir 
arriver aujomxFliiu a Los Santos 400 clievaux et une forte colonne d’infanterie. 
Je ne crois niillement a ce mouvement, mais d tout 6v(inement nous les verrons, 
et je tdeberai de lesAcliapper, Que votre Excellence veuille bien recevoir avec 
bont6 Fassurance de mon sincere et respectueux d^vouement. 


No, III. (p. 45.) 

Le Prince de NeufcHtel et Wagram, Vice Coim^table, Major G^n^ral, an Mar^iclial 
Mass^iia, Prince d’Essling, Due de Rivoli. Paris, ce 8 Avril, 1811. 

En rappeknt le Due d’Elcbingen, FEmpereur vous envoie pour commander le 
6e corps le Due de Raguse. Ce Mar^chal, jeiine, actif et que vous connaissez, 
vous sera utile ; il a le d4air d'acqu^rir de la gloire. 

Le Mar6chal Due de Raguse k S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcb&tel, Major G4- 
nM. Salamanque, 14 Mai, 1811. 

Quelque diligence que j’aie pii faire, la raret6 des escortes et P41oignement des 
stations m'ont emp4ch4 d’arriver k Farm4e pr^s d’ Almeida avant le 7 d 4 heures 
du matin. Lkrm4e 4tait en presence depuis trois jours, et Favant-veille il y avait 
eu un combat extr4mement honorable pour les troupes de Sa Majesty, dont le 
Prince d’Essling vous aura rendu compte. Un succ4s extr4mement brillant avait 
commence la journ4e, il n’avait 4t4 achet4 par presqu’aucune perte. L’opinion 
g4n4rale des officiers et des soldats, et les indications que pr4sentent les localites, 
semblent prouver que si la division Marcband du 6® corps avait 4t4 soutenue, une 
victoire signake aurait 4t4 le r4sultat des efforts de l’arm4e. Des engagements 
sans objet et sans but ont succ4d4 k une premiere impulsion, et ont codte trop 
d’hommes a Farm4e. 

Ce qui me far ait Mdent de la camfagne de Portugal, dest que la situation des 
closes actuelles vient de ce que le Prince d'Essling n^a voulu Uvrer hataille ni pen-- 
dant^ la retraiie ni daris son operation sur Almeida, bataille qui lui a He o^fferte 
plusieurs fois, quHl aurait ividemment gagnH, et qui aurait Jixe le sort de la cam- 
pagne. 

Le^Mar^cbal Due de Raguse k S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcliutel, IMajoi 
G4n4raL Salamanque, le 14 Mai, 1 SI 1, 

J’ai re^u seulement le 6 Fordre de S. M. qni me confie le commamleim'iit tie 
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son armee de PortwgaL J’ai d^ja pris une connaissance generale de la sitoa^oa 
des choses; et malgre le dSsordre de TariB^e, sa fatigue extreme, et I’dtat de 
desorganisation ou elle est, je trouverais facile a remplir la taclie que i’Empereur 
m'a douB^e, si Farmee n'dtait en totality depourvue de moyens de transport pour 
FartiUerie et pour les vivres, et dans un pays ou la longue station de rarmde et 
les sieges de Ciudad Rodrigo et d* Almeida ont detruit tons les bestiaux. Cepen- 
dant S. M. pent ^tre assurde que tout ee qui sera bumainement possible de faire 
sera mis k execution, et que les intdrets de son service dans cette circonstance 
importante, mes devoirs envers sa personne, le besoin de justifier riionorable clioix 
dont je suis Tobjet, me sont beaucoup plus chers que la vie. Mais V. A. me 
permettra d’exposer ici mes besoins, fondds sur la situation des choses, et de rd- 
claraer les secours qui sont dminemment uecessaires. De 4200 chevaux qui com- 
posaient rartillerie de Farmde, il y a un an, 1400 restent aujourd’hui, et de ce 
Bombre 400 seulement peuvent dtre attelds, 400 ou 500 pourront Fdtre dans 
quelque temps; le reste n’existera plus dans 15 jours. V. A. jugera quel est 
mon embarras pour reudre I’armde mobile; car enfin il faut des canons et des 
cartouches a sa suite. Le Due d’Istrie m'a donnd 100 cbevaux de Fartillerie de 
la Garde, et j*appr5cie ce secours; mais j’ose supplier S. M. de m’qp accorder un 
plus grand nombre. Les chevaux de rartillerie de la Garde sont trds-prds dici, 
et pourraient nous etre donnes, tandis que d'aiitres venant de France les rem- 
placeraient. L’equipnge de Fartillerie de Farmde, pour une bonne defensive, 
devrait etre porte a 2000 chevaux ou mulcts. Sans moyens de transport rdguliers, 
il est impossible de se mouvoir dans un pays que la guerre a d^vast5, que de 
nombreuses baudes parcoiirent sans cesse, ou les requisitions sont extrlmement 
difficiles a elfectuer, Y renoiicer, ce serait rendre plus grands encore des d^s- 
ordres qui peuvent avoir les consequences les plus graves. L*armee avait en 
entrant en campagne 300 caissons de vivres ; iln’en existe plus que 34. Je de- 
inande avec instance, pour les vivres, 1200 k 1500 mulcts de bat, qui pourraient 
sans doute Itre promptement achet^s a Bayonne. L’armee AngJaise a 12,000 
betes de somme, soit pour Fartillerie, soit pour les vivres ; aussi tons les mouve- 
rnents se font-ils avec facilite, et e’est de FEspagne qu’ils en tirent le plus grand 
nombre. 

Les moyens de transport que je demande sont calculus pour la defensive ; 
Foffensive dans Fint^rieur du Portugal en exigeraitpresque le double. 

La destruction des mulets et des chevaux que Farmee de Portugal vient d’dprou- 
ver, est moins encore le resultat de la campagne proprement dite, que de Fabsence 
totale d’administration, qui a eu lieu h son retour de Portugal, et qui existe 
encore. 

V. A. apprendra avec dtonnement qu’il n’a pas ete fait ime seule distribution, 
ni aux chevaux d’artillerie, ni a ceux de la cavalerie, depuis qiFelle est en cam- 
pagne. Aussi la division de dragons, compos^e de 6 regiments, est rdduite a 
800 chevaux pour le service ; le reste est incapable d’etre monte. Les troupes 
legeres, 5, Fexception de la brigade Fournier, qui est en meilleur 6tat, sont reduitea 
a- rien. La brigade Lamotte, composee du 3"^® de hiissards et du 15™^ de chas- 
seurs, et qui est la plus forte du corps d'armee, n’a aujourd’hui que 247 chevaux 
susceptibles d’etre monies. Mes premiers soins ont eu pour ohjet d’empecher le 
nial de s’accroitre, et de conserve!* au moins les chevaux existants ; et les raesures 
que jevais prendre encore rempliront, j’espere, cet ohjet, le premiere! le plus 
important de tons. 

C’est ail nom de la gloire des armes de S. M., e’est au iiom du salut de sou 
arm^e, et pour lui doimer la facility de detruire ses ennemis, que Je supplie S. M. 
de nous accorder les moyens de transport que je reclame, et qui nous sont iudis- 
pensahlement necessaires. 


No. IV. (p. 90.) 

Le Blarechal Due de Dalmatie au Marechal Due de Raguse. Llerena, 5 Juiu, 1811. 

En lepondant a la lettre que vous m'avez fait Fhonneur de m’ecrire k 16 iMi i 
dernier par le retour de M. le capitaine Fabvier, votre aide de camp, je vous 
ai prevenu que je serais aussi pret a nie reporter en avant dans ks premiers jours 
de Juin. Nous voici a Fepoque que j’avais annoiicee, et je iFattends plus quo 
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d'etre instruit de votre marclie pour commencer mon mouvement^ FejOfet d’bp^rer 
notre reunion et marcher vers le hut que, Tun et Fautre, nous avoiis. ^ 

J’ai rhonneur de vous faire prier de me faire part de vos operations le plus 
promptement possible, et de presser votre marche vers Merida. II n’y a plus de 
terns ^ perdre sans s’exposer aux plus graves consequences. Nous aurons ainsi 
pr^venu les renforts que renneini attend, et Badajoz sera sauvb, Dans 3 ou 4 
jours je me porterai en avant, quelques nouvelles que je re^oive de vous* 

No, V. (p, 106.) 

Le Mar^chal Due dlstrie a S. A. le Frince de Wagram et de Neufchatel, Major 

General. Valladolid, le 6 Juiu, 1811. 

Je vous ai ecrit depuis deux mois, pour vous faire connaitre la situation de ce 
pays. Quels que soientles rapporte que I’on fasse h I’Empereur des differents 
points de FEspagne, il u’en est pas moins positif que je dis la vdritd, et que les 
affaires sont partout les m^mes. 11 est temps de prendre un grand parti. ^ L’armde 
du Nord se compose de 44,000 hommes, il est vrai ; mais, si on en rdunit 20,000, 
il n*y a plus de communication, et Finsurrection va faire les plus grands progrbs. 
La cdte sera perdue jusqiFk Bilbao. Nous man querons de tout, parce que ce 
n’est qu’avec la plus grande peine que nous vivons au jour le jour. L’esprit de 
ce pays est affreux. Le depart du Roi pour Paris, la retraite de Farm4e de Por- 
tugal, et sa marche sur le Tage, Fdvacuation de tout le pays, m^me de Sala- 
marique, tout cela monte les tdtes h un point difficile h. exprimer. Les bandes 
grossissent, et se recrutent sur tons les points avec la plus grande activitd. 

J 'ai eu I’honneur de vous parler dans plusieurs de mes lettres de cet dtat de 
cboses, Je n’ai rien h me reproeber. Monseigneur; je ne cesserai de vous en 
parler : le service de S. M. le veut, ses intdrSts me le commandent. J’ai era 
devoir, en attendant, me mettre en mesure. J’ai donnd Fordre au gdndral Bonet 
de se porter sur Ldon, en gardant le col de Pajares pour menacer de tomber 
sur ce qui chercberait ddboucher par Oviedo, le long de la c6te, ou dans la 
Castille. 

J’envoie un bataillon et la cavalerie du gdndral Watbier a Salamanque. Je 
rdiinis ici 4 rdgiments. Au premier signal, j’appellerai toutea les troupes de la 
Garde, soit pour agir centre quiconque ddboucherait contre moi, soit pour me 
porter au secours du Due de Raguse, ou de Madrid. Si je suis obligd de pi*endre 
ce grand parti, il ne faudra pas, de quelque temps, compter sur les communica- 
tions. Vitoria, Burgos, et Valladolid sont les seuls points que je puisse garder, 
Gependant je ne Idverai les postes intermddiaires entre ces trois points qu’^ la 
dernidre extrdmitd. 

Je vois avec regret le temps qu’il me faut pour rdunir les troupes, et le peu 
de inoyens que j’ai pour garder fortement Santander, qui est, sous tous les 
rapports, un mauvais poste qu’on ne peut ddfendre qu'en le couvrant de beaucoup 
de troupes. 

Monseigneur, parlez de FEspagne; on fait illusion k FEmpereur, Ce n’est 
plus d’une bataille contre les Anglais que ddpend la pacification de la Pdninsule. 
Si les Anglais sont les plus forts, ils la livreront ou la recevront. A nombre dgal 
iis la refuseront, k plus forte raison s’ils ne sont pas les plus forts, Ils ne la don- 
neront point en plaine : s’ils la perdent, ils ont le Portugal pour retraite ; et, en 
Portugal, ils ne voient que leurs vaisseaux. 

Tout le monde connait le mode vicieux de nos opdrations. Toutle mondj con- 
vient que nous sommes trop dissdminds. Nous occupons trop de pays ; nous usons 
nos moyens sans profit et sans ndcessitd ; nous tenons a des rSves. Cadiz et 
Badajoz engloutironttoutes nos ressources: Cadiz, parce qu’on ne le prendra pas; 
Badajoz, parce qu’il faut une armee pour Fappuyer. Il faut detruire celui-ci et 
renoncer pour le moment k Fautre. Il faut se resserrer, avoir des points d’appui 
pour nos magasiris et nos hdpitaux, et regarder les deux tiers de FEspagne comme 
un vaste champ de bataille, qu’une victoire nous donne ou nous tait perdre, 
jusqiFk ce que nous ayons change de systeme et que Fon veuille v^ritablement 
conqu^rir et pacifier FEspagne. Nous n’avons personne sur lac6te depuis Bar- 
celone jusqu’k Vera; Valence est Fentrep6t de tous les in^urges du nord et du 
centre; et nous faisons le sibge de Cadiz! 
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Si Je me trompe dans mon calcul, et que je passe encore ponr nn Eomme 
timide, vous vous Tappellerez; que j’ai Fhabitude de calculer ies cbances; mais 
que, quels que soient les ev4nements, je suis ensuite leplus tenace. Les cons^ 
quences de tout ceci peuvent etre irreparables, 8*il n’est rien cbang^ au syst^nie 
actuel. 

II faut se d^p^cber de renvoyer le Roi a Madrid. Son depart a fait Men du 
mal ; on aura de la peine b le rdparer. 

Je vous envoie mes r^ves; My voyez que la passion du Men. 

Le Marecbal Due de Raguse k S. A, le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcbitel, Major 

G4nW. " Badajoz, le 21 Juin, 1811. 

J’ai eu Fbonneur de rendre compte k V. A, de tons les efforts que j’avais fails 
pour mettre I’armde en dtat d’entrer en campagne, et de manceuvrer pour secourir 
Parmde du Midi. Comme j’ignorais la situation precise de Femiemi, je crus 
d’abord devoir m’eii rapproeber, afin de prodter des circonstances que la fortune 
pourrait iMoffrir, et en second lieu pour fui ddguiser pendant quelque temps mes 
veritables intentions. En consequence j’^chelonnai mes troupes sur la route de 
Giudad Rodrigo et sur celle de Plasencia, et je me portai de ma personne* le 5, k 
Ciudad Rodrigo, ayec la plus grande partie de la cavalerie, et une forte avant- 
garde. Je profitai de cette circonstance pour jeter dans la place beaucoup d'ap- 
provisionnements ; j’en partis dans la nuit, me dirigeant sur Gallegos, dansTespoir 
de surprendre la division du general Craufurd, qui Ataifc cantonnde ^ 3 lieues de 
Ciudad Rodrigo. Peu d’heures ont sufS pour que ce general fdt instruit de mon 
arrivee a Rodrigo ; et ii s’est mis en marcbe immediatement pour se retirer au 
deld de la Coa, laissantsa cavalerie en observation, et abandonnant divers magasins 
de subsistances. Le general Montbrun manceuvra avec sa cavalerie sur la cavalerie 
emiemie, la poussa avec une grande vigueur, et lui bt queiques prisonniers. 
J ’appris que Lord Spencer, qui commandait Farmee en Fabsence de Lord Wel- 
lington, avait k ses ordres 5 divisions echelonnees des bords de la Coa jusqMa 
Gastello Branco. J e conclus qu’une partie de ces troupes etait destinde ^ passer sur 
ia rive gauche du Tage a la premiere apparence du besoin. 11 me parait Evident 
que le marecbal Due de Dalmatie, qui avait deja devant lui Fanciemie armde qMil 
avait combattue renforede de 2 divisions, n’aurait jamais le moyen de faire lever 
le si^ge de Badajoz, et qMun ddtacbement de Farmee de Portugal meme serait 
insufiisant, puisqu’il pourrait §tre toujours neutralist par un detachement de 
pareille force qui conserverait k Fennemi sa suptrioritt. Je me decidai done k 
marcher avec toute Farmte. J 'envoy ai Fordre au gtntral Regnier de partir de 
Puente Roble et de Los Santos, ou il ttait avec 2 divisions, pour se porter sur 
Banos et Plasencia, en ayant soin d’ttablir Fopinion que ces 2 divisions seules 
etaient celles qui se rendaient sur le 'Page. Il parait que Lord Spencer a tte 
completement trompt sur ce mouvement, et que Lord Wellington Ma ete instruit 
que d’une maniere tres-tardive de la marcbe de Farmee. L’tquipage de pout sur 
lequel je comptais pour passer le Tage n’etant point arrive de Madrid, ma marcbe 
a ete retardee. Cependant il etait urgent d’arriver; car tons ies rapports aniion- 
^aient que la place de Badajoz etait attaqute avec une grande vigueur, que 3 
breebes ttaient ouvertes, que 2 assauts avaient deja ete doiines, et que Fennemi 
voulait k tout prix se rendre maitre de cette viile importante. Quels qMaient tte 
les obstacles qui naissaient des circonstances, nous avons fait une si grande 
diligence, que mon avant-garde est arrivee h Merida le 17 au soir, d’ou elle s’est 
liee avec les postes de Farmee du Midi. Le 18 au matin, le Due de Dalmatie et 
moi, nous nous sommes concertes sur les moiivements qu’il convenait de faire pour 
chasser Fennemi de ses positions retranchees d'Albuera, et ddlivrer Badajoz ; 
mais Fennemi s’est retird en toute hate, a repasse la Guadiana, et est rentre en 
Portugal sans que nous avons eu moyen de Fatteiiidre, Il est facbeux qu*ii n’ait 
pas osd tenter la fortune, “^car une victoire signalee aurait infailliblement marque 
notre arrivee dans ces contrdes. Nous sommes entres bier h, Badajoz, ou nous 
avons pii voir de nos yeux quelle vigueur le general Philippon, gouverneur de 
Badajoz, et sa brave garnison ont mise k la defense de cette place, et combien ils 
sont dignes d'eloges. 

Je ne puis me'dispenser de loner rexcellent esprit qui a animd Farmde pendant 
une marcbe longue et penible, dans imesaisoii brulante, et au milieu de beaucoup 
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de {mvations ; mais on ne sanrait trop attendre de preuves de devouement au 
service de S. M,, des braves regiments qiii composent rarm4e de FortiigaL 

Le MarScbal Due de Dalmatie a S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de NeufcMtel, Major 

General. Badajoz, le ^‘2 Juin, I8i 1, 

Je m’empresse de rendre compte k V. A, S. que la place de Badajos! est d^gagde, 
et qiie les troupes qui en formaient le si%e se ssont retirdes dans rintdrieur du 
Portugal, paur joindre le restant de Tarm^e Anglo-Fortugaise, connnandfje par 
Lord Wellmgton, qui a pris la meme direction. 

Le 12 de ce mois, je partis de Llerena avec les troupes de Fanude du Midi qiie 
j’avais fait rtoiir. M. le g6n^ral Drouet, Comte d’Lrlon, que je savais devoir 
joindre 2 jours apr^s, suivit le mouvement; la t^te de sa colonne arriva le 13 h, 
’Usagre, ou etait le 5“^® corps. Je me portai sur Los Santos, oii je me trouvai au 
milieu des ^tablissements de Parmee enivemie. Le 15, je pris position k Fueiite 
del Maestre; et le 17 a Almendralejo, d’ou le 18 je comniuniquai avec Farmee 
Imperiale de Fortugal, dont Favant-garde arrivait k Merida. Le m^rae jour, je 
concertai avec M. le marechal Due de Raguse les mouvements des deux armdes. 

Le 19, nous fumes instruits que le siege de Badajoz dtait lev^, et que Fennemi 
avait abandonne sa position d'Albuera, eyaciie Oliveii^a, et qu’il retirait ses troupes 
sur la rive droite de la Guadiana, du cdte d’Elvas. Dans Fapres midi de lam^me 
journi^e, Famine ae porta en avant, et je re^us une lettre de M. le gcSudral Fhi- 
lippon, gouverneiir de Badajoz, qui me coniinnait laretraite de renuemx. Le 20, 
nos troupes arrivi^reut sur la Guadiana, devant Oliven^a et ii Badajoz. L’annde 
de Portugal manoeuvra par la rive droite et suivit la route de Talavera; cello dxi 
Midi ddbouclia par Marta et Albuera, tandis qu’une colonne longea, les 
montagnes sur la gauche. La cavalerie des deux arm des est aujourd’hui en recou- 
naissance sur Villa Viqosa, Elvas, et en avant de Campo Maior, k Feffet de con- 
naitre les mouvements et dispositions des ennernis. Sur les rapports qui seront 
faits, nous couvieudrons avec M. le mardchal Due de Raguse des nouvelles opera- 
tions que Fannde de Portugal et celle du Midi devront entrepreudre. 

La jonction des deux armdes sur les bords de la Guadiana est un des dvdnements 
les plus remarquables de la guerre d’Espagne ; il sera par la suite du plus grand 
effet pour le bien du service de FEmpereur. Son premier resul tat a dte de sauver 
Badajoz. Les provinces m^ridionales de FEspagne se trouvent enti^rement 
d^agdes du c6t4 du Portugal, et la tranquillity, qui a ytc monunitanyment troublde 
sur plusieurs points, va se rytablir. Nous ytions dans I’intention, M. le marychal 
Due de Raguse etmoi, de livrer bataille aux ennernis; mais Lord Wellington s’ est 
prudemment re, thy avant que nous puissions le joindre. Cependant ses forces 
consistaient en 60,000 hommes, dont 30,000 Anglais, y compris les divisions com- 
mandyes par le gynyral Spencer qu’il venait de retirer du nord, 14,000 Portu|^ais, 
et 16,000 Espagnols ; il y avait dans ce nombre 5000 hommes de cavalerie. 

II est f§,cheux q’une affaire gynyrale n’ait pu avoir lieu, le succes n’eht pas ytd 
incertain ; mais il est h espyrer que Foccasion s’eii prysentera, siirtout si Farmye 
de Portugal se tient en rapport d’opyration avec Farmye du Midi, et communhiue 
avec elle, ainsi que cela a eu lieu aujourd’hui. Je ne puis k ce sujet conserver le 
moindre doute : Fempressement que M. le marychal Due de Raguse a mis pour 
venir, avec toutes ses troupes disponibles, au secours de Badajoz et de Farmee du 
Midi, lui estsiglorieux, que j^en tire la consyquence que M. le marychal sera ton- 
jours disposy k rygler ses mouvements de la maniere la pirns avantageuse au service 
de FEmpereur, en attendant queS. M. ait daigny manifester ses intentions sur les 
opyrations de la campagne. 

Je doisa present rendre compte a V. A. de la situation dans laquelle nous 
avons trouvy la place de Badajoz, et de la glorieuse dyfense de sa brave garnison. 
M. le general de brigade Phiiippon, qui la commande en quality de gouverneur, 
a eu le rare merite de se erder des moyens, et d’utiliser pour la dyfense tout ce 
qu’il y avait de Fran 9 ais dans Badajoz, tandis que d’une main vigoureuse il con- 
tenait les habitants, et les employait m^me aux travaux de fortification, que Fon 
a sans cesse perfectioimes. J’aurai incessamment Fhonneur d’adresser h V. A. 
copie du journal de siege qui a ete tenu; aiijourd’hui je ne puis que lui iiidiquer 
les principaux faits qni se sont passes, et la prier de voiiloir bien presenter k 
FEmpereur M, le general Phiiippon comme ayant merite d’eprouver Feffet de ses 
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bonnes grllces. J’ai i’honneur de demander pour lui le titre de Conitevet line dota- 
tion ; je solliciterai aussi des recompenses pour divers militaires de tout grade gui 
se sont distingnes par des actions d’edat. 

All 16 Mai dernier, ^poque de la bataille que je livrai a Farmee alli^e a Albiiera, 
il y avait 9 jours que Fennemi avait ouvert la tranch^e devant Badajoz, et 6 jours 
que le feu avait commence centre la place. Le 15 au soir, les assi^geans retirdrent 
toutes leurs troupes, et les rdunirent au restant de leur armee a Albiiera; elles ne 
reparurent que le 19. Pendant leur absence, le gdndral Philippon fit raser la 
totalitd des ouvrages qu’eiles avaient dleves, et il fit rentrer dans ia place les plates- 
formes et fascinages qit'il y troiiva. Il prit mdme quelques eonvois aux eiinemis, 
lesquels se disposerent a reprendre les travaux du sidge ; mais ils n’ouvrirent pour 
ia seconde fois la tranebde que dans la nuii du 30 au 31 Mai. Le feu contre la 
place recommen^a le 3 Join, et il continua sans interruption jusqu a k levde du 
siege. ^ Le 6, trois bveebes itaient ddj^ faites, Fune au cMteau, et deux au fort 
San Cristoval. La brdebe du chateau, situde entre le bastion de la Trinitd et la 
Guadiana, a gauche de la lunette Saint Eocb, dtait praticable ; mais le gdidral 
Philippon la fit escarper, et or donna d’dlever en arridre un retranchement intdrieur 
dans le terre plein du chdteau. Cette dernidre disposition dtait parfaitemeiit 
entendue ; Fennemi ne fit quhme fausse attaque sur ce point. 

Au fort San Cristoval, il n’y avait qu’une des deux brdches qui ffit praticable. 
Dans la nuit du 7 au 8, 1500 Anglais se lancdrent dans les fossds du fort, appli- 
querent des dchelies, et voulurent donner Fassaut. Trois fois ils revinrent h. la 
charge ; 75 braves, commandds par le capitaine Chauvin, du 88®* rdgiinent, les 
repousserent constammentj et leur firent dprouver de trds-grandes pertes. Nous 
eumes des soldats blessds de coup de baionnette sur le haut de la breche. Le 
siicces fut complet ; les morts, les blessds, et les dchelles resterent dans le fossd. 

Les jours suivants, Fennemi continua son feu sur le fort San Cristoval, et 
chercha a agrandir la breche. Le capitaine Joudion, du 21“® Idger, commandait 
dans ce fort avec une garnison de 140 hommes. Chaque soldat avait 4 fusils 
charges b, ses c6tes, et le general Philippon avait fait placer sur les parapets 
une grande quantitd de bombes chargdes, dont le sergent Brette, du 5*”* regiment 
dkrtillerie, avait la direction (ce meine militaire s’etait deja distingud au premier 
assaut). Dans la nuit du 10 au 11, 2000 Anglais se presen tereiit de nouveau 
dans le fosse. Deja ils avaient appliqud 40 dchelles, la tete de leur colonne 
arrivait au haut de la breche; le sergent Brette s’ecrie: Mo}i capitainei fmii’-il 
f air e muter la premise mine f Les bombes et les grenades descendent, et, en 
eclatant, elles brisent les echelles et r<Spandent la mort et Fdpouvante parmi les 
ennemis, tandis quk coup de baionnette la garnison les prdcipite de la brk-he. 
En im instant, les fosses sont combles de morts et de blessds, parmi lesquels plii- 
sieurs officiers Anglais. Dans cette confusion, des oificiers Anglais demandent 
du secours; le brave Joudion leur ordonne de redresser une echelle et de monter 
dans le fort pour se rendre prisonniers, ce qui fut execute. Au jour, le general 
ennemi ecrivit au general Philippon pour lui demander une treve de 3 heures, 
afin dknlever les blesses qui dtaient restes dans les fosses ou sous le feu du fort; 
la demande fut accordde. La perte des Anglais, dans cette circonstanee, fut de 
plus de 600 hommes. Nous n’efimes pas 10 hommes hors de combat. Ckst un 
des plus beaux faits d’arraes que Ton connaisse. 

On estime que la perte des Anglais, au siege de Badajoz, est au moins de 3000 
hommes. Les Portugais et les Espagnols ont aussi perdu du monde. 

En adressant k V. A. le journal du sidge, jkurai Fhonneur de lui presenter 
le nom des militaires de tous grades qui se sont distingues, et qui ont merite les 
graces de PEmpereur, pour qiFelle ait la bonte'de les solliciter, 

M. le chef de bataillon Lamare commandait le gdnie, M. le chef de bataillon 
Colin Fartillerie. Ce dernier tomba malade pendant le sidge ; il fut parfaiteruent 
seconds par M, le colonel Gonzales et le chef de bataillon Horre, tous deux an 
service de S. M. C. Je regrette infiiiirnent de ne pouvoir, dans ce premier rapport, 
citer tous les braves. 

M. le gdneral Philippon se loue de la fermete de caractere que M. Tberan, 
commissaire royal de la province, a montree, ainsi que les chefs principaiix de 
Fadministration Espagnole qui etaient dans Badajoz. 

Le 12, les ennemis etant in straits des mouvements que les armdes operaient, 
commencerent ^ retirer leur artillerie de siege. Le 17, toutes les troupes ennemies 
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avaient disparii. Le 18, la communication fut rouverte avec Badajoz, au moyeu 
des partis qiii y arriv^rent par les deux rives de la Guadlana. Le 20, j ’arrival it 
Badajoz avec M, le mar^chal Due de Raguse. 

Aiiisi, les ennemis n’ont retird de ieur derni^re expedition en Latreniadvire, et 
de leur attaque sur Badajoz, que la honte de s’dtre livres il ces deux entreprises. 
Les Anglais ont perdu au moins 8000 de ieurs propres troupes ; les Fortugais, de 
3000 h 4000 liornmes, et les Espagnols autant Ces pertes out assurd de noiiveaux 
triomplies aux armdes de I’Empereur, et elles ont consaerd, en laveur do Farmde 
Impdriale, la victoire signalde qui a dtd remportde, le 16 Mai^ dernier, dans^ les 
champs d’Albuera, oi\ je rempiis le premier objet que je m’dtais proposd, colui de 
faire diversion en faveur de Badajoz, et de mettre la place en dtat de prolonger sa 
resistance. Aujourd’bui, il est bien constant que la bataille d’Albixera a ^fait 
gagner au moins 20 jours, et que, pendant ce temps, des dispositions ont pu dtre 
prises pour faire arriver de nouveaux renforts et donner le moyen h rarmde de 
Portugal de prendre part aux operations. Par Ik, le second objet que je m’6tais 
propose, en faisant men premier mouvement, a 6t6 dgalement rempli, et les troupes 
qui ont combattu k Albuera n’ont pas cessd un seul jour de garder Foftensive 
contre les ennemis. 

J’ai riionneur de mettre sous les yeux de V. A. I’ordre du jour qu’hier j’ai 
donne k I’armee. 

Mardchal Due de Dalmatie k S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de NeufchUtel, Major 

General. Badajoz, le 28 Juin, 181 1. 

L’armde ennemie qui avait repassd la Guadiana a continud sa retraite. Elle est 
dans ce moment a 3 marches de nous. Elleparait renoncer entidrement rEspagne, 
et se coiicentrer pour la ddfense de Lisbonne. 

Lord Wellington avait dejk le 26 Juin son quartier gdndral k Fortulegre. Plus 
de 8000 malades et blessds Anglais ont dtd evacues sur Lisbonne, avec tons lours 
gros bagages. Les Espagnols se sont rdposds d'eux, et out dtd dirigds sur T em- 
bouchure de la Guadiana. 

Les cadres des 6 rdgimens Anglais qui ont dtd ddtruits k la bataille de I’Albuera 
sont retournes en Angleterre. Il n’est restd de ces regimens que des ofliciers et 
des sous officiers. 

Par les renseignemens recueillis des liabitans, les Anglais ont eu k la bataille 
6600 bommes tiids, blessds, et prisonniers, Beaucoup de blessds sont morts. Les 
Espagnols et Portugais ont perdu 4000 bommes. La perte de Fennemi est triple 
de la ndtre. Aussi dans la nnit du 17 au 18 avait il cornmened k battre sa retraite ; 
et il aurait repassd la Guadiana si j ’avals dOi continuer Fattaque ; mais la rdunion 
des Espagnols, sur lesquels je ne comptais pas, m’ayant prdsentd une trop grande 
masse de troupes, je nejugeai pas k propos de le faire. J’avais d’ailleurs dtd in- 
formd que le sidge de Badajoz avait dte levd, et que Fartillerie en avait dtd retirde, 
ce qui me donnait un rdpit de deux mois pour venir au secours de cette place. 

Les Anglais sont trds mdcontens du gdndral Beresford, qui a dtd suspendu et 
renvoyd eu Angleterre pour avoir exposd les troupes Anglaises, et dpargnd les 
Portugais et les Espagnols. Ilestvraique ceux-ci, qui dtaient plus nombreux, 
ont dtd raoins^exposds que les Anglais, et ont fait de moindres pertes qu’eux. 

Il nous arrive un trds grand nombre de ddserteurs de I’armde Angiaise. Tons 
assurent que les Anglais sentent leur impuissance pour soutenir lalutte en Espagne, 
et tout porte k penser que lorsque Farmde de reserve que V. A. m’annonce sera 
arrivde sur Almeida, ils se convaincront deFimpossibilitd de tenir mdme k Lisbonne. 

Les Anglais ont dprouvd une grande pdnurie de vivres et d’argent. L’argent 
devient tres rare cbez eux : ils ne le rdpandent plus avec la mdme profusion. Ils 
attribuent cela k la defaveur de leur change. 

Les breebes de la place de Badajoz se rdparent avec la plus grande activitd. 
La place est reapprovisionnde pour 7 mois. On vient de trouver un nouveau 
magasin de 100 milliers de poudre, qui avait dtd cacbd dans les souterraius. 

J’ai fait raser Olivenqa. 

Le Blarcclial Due de Dalmatie k S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufchhtel, Major 

General. Badajoz, le 24 Join, 181 1. 

Eier. toutc la cavalerie des armees de Portugal et du Midi a dte portee eu 
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recoBUmssance sur la ligne eniiemie- M. le Marechal Due de Raguse a dirig§ le 
g^n^ral Montbmn sur Cainpo Maior, oik il a rencontr<S 1200 che%^aiis Fortugais et 
2 divisions Anglo-Porti^aises. II n’y a pas eu d’engagement sur ce point 

J’avais doimi ordre de diriger la coloime do dragons, comiiiand^e par le general 
Bron, vers Villa Vi^osa ; elle n’a rien rencontrd, et est rentr^e sails avoir pousse 
jusqu’ll cet endroit. 

Lo general Latour Maubourg ayant fait passer les guds de la Otiadians entre 
Juriimenlia et I’emboucbure de la Cay a, au restant de la cavalerie de Tarinde du 
Midi, il s’est porte directement sur Elvas. La coloniie de droite, qui dtait com- 
mandde par le g^n^ral Briche, a occupy pendant quelques instana 5 escadrons 
Anglais qui lui 4taient oppo^s, tandis que la brigade du general Bouvier-des- 
Eclats, i la tdte de laquelle 4tait le 1*^ regt. de la Vistule, maiioeuvrait sur leur 
droite, Ce mouvement a r4ussi: 2 escadrons du lX»e n§gt dit des clievaux- 
14gers Anglais et des hussards Hanovriens ont 4t4 d4truit»: 8 ofiiciers et 160 
cavaliers avec leurs cbevaux sont rest4s en notxe pouvoir ; Fennemi a eu en outre 
plusieurs morts et un grand nombre de blesses, Les 2“* et 30®® particuHerement 
ont 4t4 engages : cette affaire leur fait honneur. M, le colonel Lallemand a ke 
Idgerement bless4, ainsi que 10 cavaliers. Dix autres escadrons Anglais sont 
rest^s ^ une distance respectueuse, et n’ont pas voulu s'engager, 

D’apres les renseignemens que Ton a recueillis, il paraitrait qu’il y a dislocation 
dans l’arm4e alli4e. On dit que les troupes Espagnolea, comsiaiid^es par le 
gdndral Blake, retounient vers f'emboucliure de la 0uadiana et le Con dado de 
Niebla; que les Anglais et les Portugais ont d4ja fait filer des troupes vers le 
Tage, et envoy4 leurs Equipages k Lisbonne; que Lord Wellington s eat ding4 
sur Lisbonne; et que ies ennemis ont envoye sur cette viile plus de 8000 malades 
et blesses. On annonce 4galement Farriv^e d’un renfort considerable venant 
d’Angleterre, qui a du debarquer, il y a peu de jours, k Lisbonne. Le regiment 
de cbevaux-14gers qui a 4prouv4 devant Elvas i’4chpc dont je viens de parler 
avait joint Farm4e 3 jours auparavant. 


No. VI. (p. l48.) 

Le Prince de Wagram et de NeufchRtel, Major General, au Mar4chal Due de Raguse. 

Paris, le 10 Juillet, 1811. 

L’Empereur, M. le Due, apres avoir lu vos dernieres depeches, me charge de 
vous faire connaitre qu’une division ne suffit pas A Truxillo; qull faut 2 divi- 
sions, une partie de votre cavalerie, et 15 pieces de canon. Vous doimerez le 
comraandement de ce corps, soit au g4n6ral Kegnier, soit au g4n4ral Montbrim. 
Vous devez tirer des vivres de M4riaa et de M4dellin, et ne pas laisser I'ennemi 
s’y 4tablir. Vous vous tiendrez en correspondance immediate avec Badajoz et le 
5 me corps. Le reste de votre armde doit se placer k Aimaraz, Talavera, Plasen- 
cia, &c,, sur ies rives du Tage, pour se reposer et 4tre en position de se reunir 
prompteraent. 

Il fkut 4tablir un pont sur le Tage, soit A Aimaraz, soit A Garovillas, ou jadis il 
en a exists un. 

Vous devez faire construire le pont sur pilotis, et y faire une t4te de pont, de 
maniAre A avoir im ouvrage important sur le Tage, qui soit k Fabri des incursions 
des guerrillas et de tout autre parti, Vous poumez faire faire des ouvrages dans 
le genre de ceux que FEinpereur a fait construire au Spitz, mais sur une plus 
petite Acbelle. Il faut occuper Alcantara, et le fortifier comnie poste ; ce qui don- 
nera un autre pout sur le Tage, et une nouvelle communication directe sur Bada- 
joz. Cet objet est de la plus baute importance, et devlendra tres-avantageux, 
lorsqu’on sera dans le cas d’opArer sur le Portugal, puisqu’on aura k Alcantara un 
lieu de dApdt qui servira d’appui. 

Les Anglais, qui avaient d’abord rdpare Almeida, Font fait sauter et raser en 
entier, dans le dessein de porter la guerre dans le midi. 

L’Empereiir pense, M. le Due, qu’avant de retoumer sur le Tage, vous vous 
serez assuii que les fortifications de Badajoz sont rdparAes, et la ville approvisiou- 
u4e pour 6 mois. Cela suppose, il reste a voir ce que fera le gAudrai Anglais. 
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II ne pamit pas probable qu*il veixille recommencer la cfmipagne peiulaut la 
canicule, et Botatnment la commencer par un si*ige dans la saison la phis nialsaiiie 
en Espagne. Si, contre toute probability il le faisait, c’est, M, le Due, au secours 
de rAndalousie que vous devez marcher avec toute votre anuee. 

DEmpereur a dohii4 le commaudement eu chef de son arinee du Nord aiigdud- 
ral Dorsenne. Ce general sera bientOt en dtat de pou voir couvrir Ciudad Rodrigo, 
de presenter uue forte colonne pour iuquidter rennemi dit edt^ de cette place, et 
de menacer le Portugal. II pourrait mdme, eu cas d’evdnemeut, rduuir des forec?s 
assez nombreuses pour couvrir Ciudad Rodrigo. 

L’Einpereur vous recoiumande de faire retraucher le col de Bahos de mauiere 
a y malUteuir uri poste qui assure, dans cette direction, vos communications avec 
I’armde du Nord. 

Aussitdt que I’armde dugdndral Dorsenne sera plus considdrable, on le chargera 
eiitidrement de la province et de la place de Ciudad Rodrigo, ce qui pourni 
vraisemblablement avoir lieu vers le 15 A out. Alors I’anude du Nord aurait un 
corps sur la Coa, L’armde de Portugal garderait Alcantara, et serait k cheval 
sur le Tage, ayant sa gauebe appuyde k la Guadiana. 

L’armde du Midi occuperait Badajoz avec un corps d’observation pour soutenir 
cette place, Dans cet dtat de clioses, M, le mardchal, si rennemi se portait sur 
Ciudad Rodrigo avec toutes ses forces, Tarinde de Portugal marcherait au secours 
de cette place, de concert avec Tarmde du Nord; ce qui rdunirait une force de 
70, 000 liornmes sur Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Si, ce qui est beaucoup plus probable, le general Anglais nmi’cbait sur Badajoj!, 
I’armee de Portugal se porterait sur la Guadiana, se reunirait k 25,0()() homines 
de Farmee du Midi; ce qui ferait 05,000 homines. Enlin, si I’anude ennemie 
ddboiichait sur rarmee de Portugal par rune ou Fautre rive du Tage, Farmoe du 
Nord pourrait envoyer au secours de Farmee de Portugal 1(),0{){) hommes; rannee 
du Midi, 15,000 hommes ; et celle du Centre, 6000 : ce qui formerait une reunion 
de plus de 70,000 homines. Car, avant que l^eimemi eilt franclu Fespace depuis 
Alcantara ou Alfaiates jusqu’k Almaraz, Farmee de Portugal aurait eu le temps 
de recevoir tous ses secours. Vous sentez assez, M. le Due, qu’on parle de ce 
projet pour parler de tout, car les localites doivent faire considerer cette operation 
de Fennemi comme impraticable ; niais FEmpereur a voulu parcourir ces dilfe™ 
rentes cliances, afin de vous con vain ere davantage que Fennemi ne pent plus avoir 
de but aujourd’hui que de se porter sur FarrmSe du Midi, 

S. M. (Idsire done que votre quartier gdndral soit sur le I'age, au point le plus 
pres de la Guadiana; que Farmee soit placde sur les deux rives ; que votre droite 
soit sur Plasencia, au lieu d’y avoir votre centre, puisqu’il est plus probable que 
Farmee de Portugal sera ohligde de se porter sur FAndalousie que vers le nord. 
Voila pour la defensive. 

Quant k Foffensive, M. le mardchal, Famine de Portugal ne pent faire autre 
chose que de se reposer, se refaire, se rdorganiser, atteler sou dquipage i 84 
pieces de canon, nommer k tous les emplois d'ofiiciers (envoyez-xnoipromptement 
le travail), completer les g4n^raux, former des magasins, bien asseoir le passage 
du Tage par des pouts sur pilotls, faire de doubles tetes de pout, eiilin occupcfr 
et fortifier Alcantara. 

Apres la canicule, si Foffensive doit avoir lieu sur le Portugal, cette operation 
se fera par un mouvement combind de trois corps d*armde : celui dn Nord, celui 
du Portugal, et celui du Midi, formant uu total de plus de 100,000 baionnettes, 
avec une immense artillerie et tons les moyens de transport n&essaires. 

L’Empereur, M. le mardchal, aura le temps dedonnCr ses ordres et decoanaitre 
VOS projets, k mesure que vous serez instruit sur les lieux. 

La guerre de Portugal n’est plus uue expedition. On ne doit plus songer li 
aller k Lisbonne dans une campagne, mais dans deux, s’il le faut. 

Ainsi done, M. le Due, tout ce que vous pourrez faire dans ce moment pour 
preparer Foffensive, est d’occuper Alcantara, et de le fortifier pour eu faire uu 
lieu de dep6t de vivres et de munitions. 

L’Empereur, M. le marechal, compte sur votre zele et votre activity et sur 
VOS moyens pour qu’il ne puisse arriver rien de d6sastreux k Fannie du Midi, " 

Vous devez, M. le Due, avoir un chifire avec le Roi, le Due de Dalmatic, *ct ie 
general Dorsenne, pour les d6p^ches importantes. 
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No. VIL (pp. 229, 239.) 

Xe Mar4chal Due de Raguse 1 S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Nenfchatel, Bfajox 
Cf^neral. Naval-moral, le 5 1811. 

V". A. m’a fait connaitre que Pmtention de S. M. etait que je formasse des 
magasins, et j’en sens totite ilmportance. B’apres le receiisement que j’ai fait 
faire de tons les moyens de transport que le pays pent foumlr, et dont je puis 
disposer, il n’y a aucim rapport entre leur quotit6 et nos besoins : en consequence, 
j’ai Fhonnenr de renoiiveler a cet egard les demaiides que Je vous ai faites 4 
diverses reprises. Le Prince d’Essling avait afarm^e 300 caissons de vivres 
atteics ; il m’en a kissel 10 qui y existent encore, et la guerre a d(;tniit coin- 
pletement tons les chariots du pays. V. A. trouvera sans doute ma demaude 
kgitime, et j’ose eapdrer que S. M. daignera raccueillir, et ordonner qiPil y soit 
fait droit; car ces transports sont an moins aussi necessaires pour preparer la 
campagne que pour la faire. 


No. Vin. (p. 235.) 

Traduction dune lettre en chifire du g^ni6ral de division Fay k M. le g^nfel tie 
division Girard. Tmxillo, le 20 Aofit, 1811. 

Wellington Hoque Rodrigo avec 40,000 hommes. Son avant-garde occiipe la 
Sierra de Francia. On assure que rartillerie du train arrive de Porto pour faire 
le siege de cette place, qui est approvisionn4e pour 3 mois. Mariiiont va se 
porter vers le nord pour se reunir avec Famine commandde par le general Dorsenne, 
et attaquer Fennerni. Ma ' division pariira le 26 pour passer le Tage et siiivre 
le mouvement de Maimmit. 8000 hommes de rarmie du Centre nous rem~ 
placeront h Piasencia et aii pont d’Almaraz. 

M. le Mar^chal Due de Raguse me charge de vous ecrire que e’est a vous de 
contenir les 4000 Espagnols qui sont en ce moment r^unis devant Tnixillo. 


No. IX. (pp. 250, 276.) 

La general de division Wathier au Gouverneur de Ciudad Rodrigo. 

• Salamanque, 1 Sept. ISII. 

L’armee Espagnole de Galice honteusement chassee de ses positions de La 
Baneza et de Puente de Orbigo, et poursuivie par Favant garde an delii de Tilh^ 
Franca, s’est retiree en grande hdte sur la Coruna. Le General en Chef, apre« 
avoir nettoye ces parages, vient ici sous 6 jours avec 25,000 hommes de la Garde, 
et nous irons tons ensemble voir s’il plait a ces iilustres Anglais de nous attendre 
et de nous permettre de rompre quelques lances avec eux. 

Le Due de Raguse, k qui j’envoie de vos nouvelles, estautour de vous k Banos, 
Val de Fuentes, Piasencia, &c., et nous agirons de concert avec lui. 


No. X. (pp. 276, 280.) 

Traduction d’une lettre en chiffre interceptee du general de division Montbnin au 

Gouverneur de Ciudad Rodrigo. Val de Fuentes, Sept. 181 1. 

Je re^us le — du coiirant, nion cker ^etieralj votre rSponse due a la lettre que je 
vous ecrivais le — ; et je mkmpresse d’en communiquer le contenu a S\ E. le 
Marechal Due de Bagtise, qm me charge de me rnettre en communication avec 
vous. Je m’en acquHterai avec plaisir puisque e’en est toujours un nouveau pour 
moi de reeevoir de vos nouvelles. 

Je mtts umonce qu'm approvm6mement trh considerable se prepare d Sola- 
manque par les soins du gen kd Dorsenne. Le Markhal, mr iequel vous pouvez 
compter, fait aussi des priparafifs pour vous envoger des vivres. Tons les eonmrn 
partiront sous homie escorte, et se meltront en marcke d'apresce queje presume k 
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ou le du couraui au plus tiifd* Dans tom les eas ne vous impatiejitez pas » 
Nous sommes prits d. venir h voire secours de touies les 7 uanii}res, 

Voiis ne saui'ez trop, de votre c6t6, nous mettre au coiirant de la force, de la 
position, et eufin vous ne pournez pas nous donner trop de details sur larmC*e 
Anglo-Portugaise. 

Je re^ois a Finstant le billet que vous avez 6crit au gtmliral Boiier, sur 
leqiiel vous nous faites connaitre que d’apr^s tons Ip renseigiiemens que voiis 
avez obtenus, vous croyez que les 7 divisions Anglaises sent dans v()s parages. 
II importe de s*en assurer positivement, de connattre leur position, et s’il est 
possible lent composition. 

II parait que vous n’avez pas beaucoup de monde dans votre place sur qiii 
vous puissiez compter. Proposez d VhowMe pie je vous envow alter reoou'^ 
naitre les Anglais d Gallegos et Puente GuinaldOy et de revenir par El 'Bodoriy^et 
vous me le remerrez ensuite, Dites lui queje le pager ai Men sil veut faire cette 
tournie, mais s’il s’y rejfuse je vous prie de ne pas I’y contraindre. 

The parts in Italics were in cipher. 

No. XL (p. 296.) 

Projet d’op^ration pour Tarnide de Portugal, adress4 au Mar^chal Marmonf, Due d« Ra- 

guse, par S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufchatel, Major General. 

CompiSgue, le 18 Stq)t. 1811. 

M. le Mar6cbal, Quand vous aurez 80 pieces d’artillerie bien attel6es, que le 
gdn6ral Vandermaesen vous aura rejoint, ainsi que tons vos d4p5ts laisses dans le 
nord, que vous aurez re^u les habillements destinies pour votre armde, I’Einpe- 
reur compte que vous aurez alors une armde de 41,700 homines, et nous serons pr^is 
du Oct. Quand vous serez certain que Ciudad Rodrigo a ravitailld pour 
8 mois, I’Empereur, M. le inar6cbal, vouslaisse maitre, dans cette situation de 
cboses, de vous porter sur Badajoz, d*investir Elvas, et d'inonder rAlenttyo*. 
Dans ce cas, S. M. ordonne que le 5“® corps soit en entier sous vos ordres, avec 
5000 homines de cavalerie que le Due de Dalmatic vous fournira, ce qui vous 
fera une armde de 67,800 homines, appuy6 d FEstramadure et i la place de 
Badajoz. Vous pourriez faire le sidge a Elvas, prendre la ville et un des 
forts, ce qu’ou ne consid^re pas comme trds- difficile, inquidter les Anglais 
jusque vers Abrantes et Lisbonne, et prendre une bonne position pour lea at- 
teudre s’ils voulaient donner bataille pour faire lever le sidge d’Elvas. S’ila 
vous laissent faire le siege d’Elvas, sans attaquer votre position, vous obtenez en- 
core un veritable succds, vous degagez tout le nord, et par ce seul coup vous jetez 
Fennemi dans Lisbonne. Elvas pourrait ^tre pris avant le 15 Nov., bonma un 
des forts qui est de pen d’importance, ce qui acheminerait les cboses de manidre 
qu’avant le mois de Edvrier la campagne se trouverait tout h fait engagde dans 
I’intdrieur du Portugal. Si Fennemi voulait alors prendre Foffensive et se porter 
sur Salaman que et Valladolid, il trouverait Salaraanque fortifid et approvisionnd 
pour 2 mois 5 et le gdndral Dorsenne aurait a se replier sur Valladolid, et mdme 
sur Burgos, oil il se trouverait avoir une armde de 50,000 bommes, non compris 
une division dans les Asturies, et les troupes resides dans les et 

^me gouvernements. Mais le mouvement des Anglais n’6tant probable, ils cour- 
ront a la defense de Lisbonne, et ils seront poursuivis sur la Coa par une armde 
de 25,000 bommes, ddtaebde de Farmde du Nord, ce qui leur tiemlra en dchec 
2 divisions. ^ L’operatioii dont je viens de vous parler, M. le mardcbal, est la 
seule qui puisse rendre Fhonneur d nos armes, nous faire sortir de la ddfensive oil 
nous sommes, faire trembler les Anglais, et marcher au grand ddrioiiment. Les 
25,000 homines de Farmde du Nord qui seraient sur la Coa suivraient Farmde 
Anglaise; et, si celle-ci se concentrait entidrement sur le Tage, Farmde du Nord 
detacherait 15,000 bommes pour vous joindre, ce qui porterait votre armde a 
72,300 bommes. 

La prise d’urie place forte sous les yeux de Fariride Anglaise, la conquete d’une 
partie du Portugal, qui couvre notre armde du Midi, la reunion a votre armde de 
25,000 bommes de Farmee du Midi, sont pour vous des motifs de globe et de 
succ^s. 

D’un autre cote, le mardcbal Suchet marcbera sur Valence, et tout ported 
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croire qiie cette place sera prise qiiand vous preiidrez la place ce qiii 

permettra 4e vous reiiforcer encore d’lme bonne division. 

Tons remarquerez bieii, M. le Due, que pour executer I’operation dont je viens 
de vous parler, il faut que rennemi n’ait pas d’artillerie de siege sur Ciudad Ko- 
drigo ; car si I e siege de cette place dtait commened, il faudrait d abord iiiardier 
pour la degager, puisque i*armde du Nord n’est pas en inesure de la ikire a elle 
seule, et que son rdle est de battre en retraite si, ce qui n^est pas presumable, 
I’armee enneraie voulait touiber sm* rarmde du Nord, quand vous marcberez sur 
le midi. Mais, si vous dies en mesure, et que Ciudad Rodrigo ne suit pas assiegd, 
vous^ pouvez, avec ie renfort du 5“® corps, attaquer et culbiiter de toutes ses 
positions ia^ ligiie que les Anglais out laissde sur ia rive gauebe ; ceia porterait 
Faiarme et inquidterait tellemeiit Lord Wellington, qu’il cst a prdsumer qu’il re» 
tournerait d grandes marches sur Lisbonne, 

Ell de reunion avecl’armde du Nord, pour marcher sur Ciudad Rodrigo si 
Fennemi Fassidge, S. M. vous donne le commandement des 2 corps. 

Vous trouverez ci-joint un duplicata d’ordre pour mettre le 5»« corps i yos 
ordres, quand vous serez ddcidd a marcher sur Eivas, ainsi que le dupMcata de 
Fordre au gdndral Dorsenne si vous marcbez sur Ciudad Eodr igo. 

Le Mardchal Due de Raguse I S. A, le Prince de Wagram et de Neufchitel, Major 

General. Ciudad Rodrigo, le 30 Sept. 1811, 

J'ai eu Fbonneur de rendre compte k V. A. qiFaprds avoir fait lever !e sidge de 
Badajoz, et rej etd Farmee Anglaise au-dela de la Guadiana, le Due de Dalmatie 
et raoi convinmes que je me porterai sur le Tage en laissant line division sur la 
Guadiana; que Farmde du Midi laisserait le corps dans FEstramadure ; que 
le Due de Dalmatie se porterait avec le reste de ses troupes centre les divisions 
Espagnoles, qui avaient quittd Farmde Anglaise, et centre Farmee insurgde de 
Murcie; et que tandis quii detrairait et nettoieraities provinces de Cordoue, Gra- 
nade, Malaga, et Murcie, je tiendrais en dcbec Farmee Anglaise. Nous avons 
pris nos mesures dans le cas ou le gdndral Anglais ferait rme diversion et se j?or- 
terait de nouveau sur Badajoz ; mais le gdndral Anglais, sourd aux cris des 
Espagnols, a abaadonnd Farmde de Murcie k son destin, et, passant le Tage, s’est 
porte sur la Coa. On lui supposa des-iors le projet d’aller au secours de i’annde 
deGalice, 

Aussitot que le gdndral Dorsenne fut instruit de cette nouvelle combinaison, il 
marcba sur Astorga, battit les Galiciens, les dispersa au-delk de Villa Franca, et 
retablit les fortifications d’ Astorga. Nous espdrions que ce mouvement engagerait 
les Anglais a se porter sur Salamanque ; mais iis resterent impassibles k cet dvdne- 
ment, comme ils Favaient etd aux ddsastres de Farmee de Murcie. 

Vers les premiers jours de Septembre j'appris que les 7 divisions de Farmee 
Anglaise etaient toutes rdunies sur la Coa ; qu’elles bloquaient Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
qu’on rassemblaient k Fiiente Guinaldo des fascines et des gabions ; que les ouvrages 
du camp retranchd de Fuente Guinaldo etaient ddjk avances ; et que meme rdqiii- 
page de si^ge y arrivait d’Oporto. Je proposal alors au general Dorsenne de me 
reunir k lui avec une partie de mon armde pour faire lever le sidge de Ciudad 
Rodrigo, Fapprovisionner pour long-terns, enlever ie camp retranchd de Fennemi, 
ses magasius, et son pare de siege; et enfoilui livrerbataiile et ie poursuivre aussi 
loin que pourrait le permettre le plan gdndral d’opdrations que V. A. m’a com- 
munique par sa derniere lettre en cbifire, plan qui embrasse tons les climats. J’ai 
aujourd’hui la satisfaction d’annoncer k V. A. que tout a reussi k nos armes. 

Je partis avec 5 de mes divisions, et j’arrivai le 22 par le col de Banos k Ta- 
mames, oi\ je fis ma Jonction avec les 4 divisions du gdndral Comte Dorsenne. 
J’admirai le bon dtat d’un convoi de 1500 voitures ebargdes de vivres qui avaient 
etd rassembldes et organisdes avec une activitd et un ordre extraordinaires. Les 
deux armees se mirent en mouvement Nous reploykmes tons les posies ennemis, 
et fimes entrer le 24 tout le convoi k Ciudad Roqrigo. Cette place se trouve par 
Ik approvisionnde pour long-terns. Le Comte Dorsenne m’a rendu les troupes de 
la garnison qui appartenaient k mon corps d’armde, et les a remplacdes par celles 
de Farmee du Nord. 

Le 25 nous nous mimes en marclie: nous aper^umes k 2 lieues de Ciudad 
Rodrigo Farridre-garde Anglaise. Le gdndral Montbmn, commandant Favant- 
garde, chargea Fennemi avec cette rapiditd et cette audace qu’il a si souvent 
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montrees, et iui enkva 4 pieces de canon.* Nous nous emparUmes dii plateau, et 
nous nous y maintinmes malgre tons les efforts cles Anglais,* qui fiirent obliges de 
se mettre en retraite. Le g^ndral Moutbnm les poursuivit pendant 2 beures ; son 
fell fut si vif quil usa ses caisses de munition. La perte de reiniemi a dtd consi- 
derable : il ne s’est arretd qu’au camp de Fuente Guinaldo ; inais notra avant-garde 
seule (Stait Ik; nos divisions d’mfanterie dtaient k une mavcbe en arriere j sans cela 
farinde Anglaise ^tait perdue. Nous edmes la douleur de voir ses divisions se 
priScipiter dans toutes ks directions sur le camp retrancbe. ^ Si jkusse eu alors 
seiilement 15,000 liommes sous la main, l^innde Anglaise dtait perdue, et battue 
en d(Stail sans pou voir se r^unir. La division du gdneral Anglais Cole dtait encore 
k Pavo, tandis que la division kgk'e du gdndral Craufurd dtait k Martiago ; mais 
notre infanterie n’arriva que pendant lanuit; et k la pointe du jour nous recon- 
ii^mes le camp retrancbd enti^rement garni de troupes ennemis. Nous fiines le 
general Dorsenne et moi les dispositions ndcessaires pour attaquer le 27 au matin. 
Le gdndral Anglais ne criit pas devoir nous attendre; il abandonna son camp pen- 
dant la nuit, se retirant sur Alfaiates et Sabugal. Nous entrkmes au jour dans 
Fuente Guinaldo, et fimes conduire dans la place de Ciudad Rodrigo une grande 
quantitd de fascines et autres mat^riaux rassembles pour le siege. Je fis ddtruire 
les lignes de rennemi. Sa retraite se fit sur 3 colonnes. Le gdndral Montbrun se 
mit k sa poursuite par la route de Casilbas de Flores. Le general Watbier, avec 
la cavalerie de I’anike du Nord, prit la route de Albergiieria : il rencontra Farri^re- 
garde ennemie k A Idea da Ponte, et la fit charger sur le champ. La division 
Souliam 5tant arrivde, le combat fut glorieux pour les armes de S. M., ot Fennemi 
fut repouss5 avec une grande perte et confusion. Son arrierc-garde continue sa 
retraite sur Sabugal. Nous avons pris les bagages du Prince d'Onmgc et coux du 
g^in^ial Craufurd. La confusion 4tait telle dans I’arm<?e Angluise <pfuu aide do 
camp du gemSral Wellington, cherchant k le rejoindre, est veuu se jeter clans non 
rangs. Nous avons fait k Fennemi 200 prisonnkrs. L’armce de Portugal a eu 
120 liommes hors de combat. Lknnemi a perdu 700 k 800 hommes. Assnrez 
S. M. que les insurgeSs Espagnols ont ^prouvl la plus grande indignation on sc 
voyant ainsi abandonnd au nordcomme au midi; et ce contrasto outre la conduite 
des Anglais et les promesses qu’ils ne cessent de faire noiirrit imc haine mitionale 
qmkclatera t6t ou tard. 

Je dois citer avec 41oge les g^n^raux Montbrun et Boyer; h capitaine Hubert, 
du 22"‘® de chasseurs ; le lieutenant Merel, de la compagnie d’dlite du 15**“* de 
dragons ; ainsi que mes aides de camp Jardet et Fabvier. Je ne saurai du reste 
trop me loner du zkle des g4n6raux, officiers, et soldats de Fannie. Nous aiirions 
suivi Fennemi jusqu’aux ligaes deLisbonne, ou nous aurionspu o|;)6rer notre jonc- 
tion avec Farmke du Midi, qui, toute entikre, n’a devant elk qu’une division com- 
niandee par k g6n6ral Hill, si le moment marqud pour la catastrophe des Anglais 
' Atait arriv^. ■' 

Le Comte Dorsenne, commandant en chef Farm^edu Nord del’Espagne, k S. A. le Prince 

de Wagram et de Neufcbktel, Major General. Ciudad Rodrigo, k 30 Sept. 1811, 

Dks Finstant que J’ai dtd instruit que Farmee Anglaise avait repassd le "Page et 
s’approchait de la Coa, je me suis decidd k marcher centre Parrade insurgde de 
Galice, dans Fintention de reprendre Astorga et de rejeter dans les montagnes ees 
corps mal organises. J’avais prdvenu le Mardchal Due de Raguse de mon niouve- 
ment, pour que si Farmde Anglaise marebait au secours de celle de Galice, il put 
faire des dispositions pour la pivre ; mais Farmde Anglaise ne se donna aucime 
peine pour soutenir celle de Galice, qui fut battue et dispersee. Jerepris Astorga, 
qui fut rep^de et approvisionnde. Je me portai sur Salamanque ; je reiinis, gntces 
aux soins, k Factivite, et aux talens de Fordonnateur Voland, que je ne saurais trop 
recommander aux bontes de S. M,, prks de 1500 voitures chargees de siibsistances 
pour Ciudad Rodrigo. Le Due de Raguse m’ayant fait connaitre qu’il viendrait 
avec une partie de son armee co-operer au ravitaillement de Ciudad Rodrigo, jku 
era me devoir profiter de la latitude que m*avait donnee V. A. d’appeler k moi 
farmde de rdserve; je me contentai de faire venir la division Souharn, et de lai.^^ser 
dans les cantoimemeiis designes par S. M. les 3 autres divisions de ce corps 
d’armde. 


*** See note p. 447. 
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Jg' me'^r^unis ie^ 2‘2 ; TaiBames au Due '<Ie Eaguse. ■ Hous eatrames Je.24''l' 
Ciudad Rodrigo. Je chaugeai aussitot la garuison, evacuai ies lidpitaux, et appn>- 
visionnai la place pour un aii. 

De premier objet de mou mouvement se trouvait rempli heureusement ; le second, 
qui dtait d’enlever ie camp retranehd de Fuente Guinaido, Fa etc aussi prt)mi)te- 
ment. ' > 

Dans le terns que le general WatMer raarchait avec la cavaierie de Farmee du 
Nord sur Espeja, le general Montbran se dirigemt par la gauche. II reneontra 
Fennemi sur le plateau d’El Bodon, oh il engagea une alliire brillante, dans laquelie 
Fennemi fut eulbute. Nous arriv^mesbientdtk Fuente Guinaldo, ou nous apprinies 
avee dtonnement que Faring Anglaise ne s'dtalt mint encore reunic. Si nous 
aviqns pu prevoirque le gdndral Anglais etait capable d'une jmreille faiite, nous 
aurions pu enlever une partie de I’armee Anglaise par des combats imrtiels ; mais 
nos troupes dlnfanterie ne devaient arriver que dans la nuit et dans la jourade du 
26. Je ds mes dispositions |3our attaquer le 27 ; elles ne prent Stre si secretes 
que Fennemi ne s’en afier^ut. Des 10 heures du soir, le gdndral Anglais s<? mit 
en pleine retraite sur Aifmates. Le 27 le gdnhral Wathier reneontm ii Aldea da 
Ponte Farriere-garde ennemie, forte de 15,000 hommes d’mfanterie, 3(XX) ciievaux, 
et 14 pieces de canon. II chargea k cavaierie Anglaise avec audace, k ronipit, et 
k mit en fuite, tandisque le g^ndral Thidbault se portait rapidement sur la route 
d’ Alfaiates, en faisant sur Fennemi en ddsordre un feu terrible dkrtillerie. 

Plusieurs charges de cavaierie nous rendaient maitre de toute la pkine. A 
heures, le general Souham joignit le gendral Thidbault avec ses grenadiers et 
voltigeurs; il fit attac(uer le village avec cette vigueur qiii le caraeterisc. L*en- 
nemi rdsista avec opiniatrete pendant une derai-heure, mais endn le village fut 
emportd au pas de charge, et Fennemi eulbutd dans un ravin. Bientot apres 
cette partie de Farmde Anglaise fut rejetee au-dela de la Coa. Mon corps 
dkrmee a perdu dans cette aftaire 40 hommes tues et 110 blesses. La perte de 
Fennemi est considerable, et le general Anglais Cole a ^te grievement bless{». 
Jki ete extremement satisiait du zede, de Factivite, et de Fintelligenee du gcuicral 
Renaud, commandant a Ciudad Rodrigo. 11 a organist cette place de rnaniere 
a faire, s’il y avait lieu, k plus brillante defense. 

Je fais passer h V. A. Fetat des ofiiciers qui se sont distinguds. Je prie V. A. 
cle mettre sous les yeux de S, M. le zele et Ikrdeur qui animent toutes mes troupes. 
Lorsquklle jugera arrive le moment de commencer les grandes operations pour 
ehasser ddfinitivement les Anglais de la Peninsule, S. M. ne trouvera dans aucune 
armee plus de zele et de devouement. 

No. XII. (p. 333.) 

Le Comte Dorseirae, commandant en chef Farmee du Nord de FRspagne, a S, A. le Prince 
de Wagram et de NenfchEtel, Major General. Valladolid, le 21 Oct. 1811. 

Le gdndral Renaud, commandant a Ciudad Rodrigo, est sort! le 15 de ce mois 
de la place, avec 4 chasseurs a cheval, pour reconnaitre par lui-radme un lieu 
convenable pour faire du fourrage sur la route de Fuente Guinaldo. 11 eut Fim- 
prudence d’avancer jiisquk une lieue et demie de la ville, lorsqu’un escadron de 
la bande de Don Julian, qui rodait dans les environs, se precipitat sur lui. 11 tenta 
inutilement k se d^fendre : il fut pris avec 3 de ses gens. Le quatrieme s’est 
echappi, et est rentre en ville. V. A. aura sans doute peine a concevoir une telle 
imprudence, de la part du general Renaud, surtout apres les defenses r^itdrees que 
je lui avais faites k Rodrigo de ne point faire de sorties Imsardeuses, surtout de 
sapersonne, puisqu’d 6tait pourvu de tout ee qui lui 5tait ndeessaire. J ’ai aussitot 
donnd ordre au general de brigade BaiTiS de prendre le commandement de Ciudad 
Rodrigo. li vient de partir avec un convoi de farines destinies pour cette place. 

No. XIIL (p. 343.) 

Conie dkne lettre dechiffree du Mar^cbal Marmont, Due de Raguse, au general de divi- 
sion Foy. Takvera de la Reyna, ce 21 Oct 181 i. 

General, Je re^ois seulement dans ce moment votre lettre du 18, avec la copie 
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de eelle dti g^ndral d’Aultanne. Pour instruction gdnenile, vous ne devez: obeir 
k aucun ordre qui vous serait donn6 au uom dii Roi,^ lorsciu’elles sont contrairea 
k mes intentions particuli^res. Ne vous ddpartezs jamais de ces diapoaitiona. 
Uarmde de Portugal ne doit point servir aux escortes ni a la communication de 
I’armde du Midi. Mes troupes auront bien^ assess de courses a feire pour assurer 
la rentre de nos approvisionnemens. Le Roi a paru ddairer que je n’occupe point 
Illescas k cause de son voisinage de Madrid : par ce motif et plus en raison de 
rdloignement et du service pdnible que feraient les troupes, Je ne veux point 
Toccuper. . , 

Mou intention dtait de ne point occuper Aranjuez, mans puisque les mmistres 
du Roi ont pris la mesure inconsid^r^e d’ordonner la vente des magasins, ne perdeis 
pas un seul instant pour envoyer un ddtacbement occuper Anmjuesx, ob le prdfet 
de Tol^de fera faire le plus de biscuit possible. Prenez la mkm mesure pour tous 
les points ou il y a des magasins. Emparez vous en et que personne n’y touche. 
L’Empereur a indique la province de Tolede, et non la Prefecture, ainsi ce sont 
les ressources de toute la province qui nous sont atfectds. Emparez vous en, et 
que le Prefet administre tout le pays. Bites bien au Pr^fet qu’k qiielque titre que 
ce soit, aucune des ressources en bid, argent, de quelqiie source qu'ellcs proviennent, 
ne doivent dtre distvaites pour Madrid, et qu’elles doivent toutes dtre conservees 
pour rarmde de Portugal. 

A la tin du mois la division de dragons arrivera dans les environs de Tolede. 
J’espere qu’elle dloignera les guerrillas. Dans le cas ofi ils resteraient dans le 
voisinage, on lenr donnerait la chasse. 

Voyez k obtenir du Prdfet de Tolede, qu’il fasae un effort extraordinaire pour 
envoyer k Talavera le bid et Forge qui lui ont dtd demandds, attendu que comme 
ici on est obligd de faire des expdditions en avant, nous sommes dans tm besoiu 
trds pressant. Je ddsirerais rentrer dans la possession de tout b‘ bid qui a dtd 
vendu. On renverrait les acbeteurs par devanfc le gouveniement Espaguoi pour 
dtre indemnisds : s’il y a possibilitd, engagez le Prdfet k prendre des mosures con- 
servatoires en attendant que je prenne un arretd k cet dgard sur lo rapport que 
vous me ferez. 

Je me rends k Madrid, ok je passerai deux jours dans Fespdrance d’dclairer le 
Roi sur la conduite que ses vdritables intdrdts lui commandent de tenir envers 
Farmde Fran^aise. De Ik je me rends k Toldde. 

Je n’ai pas besoin, gdndral, de vous recommander d’envoyer k Aranjuez uu 
officier sage et ferme, qui execute ponctuellement les ordres qui lui seraient 
doimds, qui se fasse obdir, et qui mette le plus grand soin k faire respecter Fhabi- 
tation du Roi. 


Le Mar4cbal Due de Raguse k S. A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufchktel, Major 

G6n6ral. Talavera, le ‘^1 Oct. 18 U. 

J*ai Fhonneur de rendre compte k V. A. que les diflicUltds des subsistances 
allant en croissant, je me siiis vu dans la ndcessitd d’dtablir mes troupes jusqiFk 
Toldde. L'armde est dtablie de la manikre suivante : la 6*”* division k Flasencia 
et sur les bords de FAlagon j la 5”“® dans la Vera de Plasencia, disposde pour 
lasoutenir; la 2*"*-' division k Avila, ebargde d’assurer, par des envois de bid, la 
subsistance des 5“*® et 6“® ; la 3"*® division ayant des postes k Bejar, d’ok die est 
k mdme de savoir tout ce qui se passe sur FAgueda, ainsi qu*k Talavera, dans la 
vallde du Tage et sur le baut Tietar ; la division en arriere de Talavera, sui 
la communication de la route de Madrid; la 1"^'* division k Tolede et dans la pro- 
vince: ces deux dernikres sont chargees de faire des envois de subsistances sur 
Talavera. La division de dragons sera placde sur la rive gauche du Tage, entre 
Tolede et Talavera ; et les troupes l^gkres entre Talavera et FArzobispo. Par ce 
moyen, Farmde pourra vivre pendant quelque temps, et occupera assez de pays 
pour que je puisse espdrer de former quelques magasins. Si je puis y parvenir, 
mon intention est de faire les plus grands efforts pour reunir ime certaine quantity 
d*approvisionnements a Naval-moral ; ce magasin sera dgalement bien placd pour 
tous les mouvements que poiirrait commander la defensive, et il serait un premier 
dcbelon pour Foffensive. Aussitdt que Foffeiisive sera indiquee, si j’ai des moyens 
de transport, je porterai ce magasin a Galisteo (sur la route de Flasencia k Coria), 
excellent poste que je fais arranger, qui exige tres-peu de monde pour dtre garde, 


APPENDIX, 


181 


efc qtii mettra mes magasins parfaitement en s^ret6. Si ces magaslns peiiTent 6tre 
proportlonn^s aux besoias de Farm^e, ils seront d’tin grand secowrs pour f exp^- 
dition de Portugal, telle au moins que je la con^ois. 

Quoiqiie S. M. soit parfaitement iuformee de la nature des dioses. je vciiis de- 
mande la permission de TOtis adresaer un projet d’op^ration tel qu’il me parait 
qu'il serait con Venable de Fex^cuter, 

A mon retour de Ciudad Rodrigo, je suis restd h Plasencia pendant 15 Jours, 
afin d’etre mieux inform^ du mouvement de Fennemi. Les Anglais n’ont: fait 
autre cbose que de rapproclier lews postes de Ciudad Rodrigo; niais la plus 
grande partie de leur amide est reside en arriere de la Coa, et aucun ddtacliement 
n’a passe FAgueda. D’apr^s les deniidres nouvelles que j'ai revues, Fennemi s’est 
rapprocbe du Tage ; il me paratt assez probable que, sentant son infdrioritd pour 
Foffensiye, il n’entreprendra rien de sdrieux, et ^u’il n’a d’autre objet, en changeant 
de position, et quittant le pays dlevd od il s’dtalt dtabli pendant les chaleurs, que 
de rentrer dans celui ou il etait prdcddemment, qui a cessd d’dtre aussi maisaln, et 
lui offre plus de facilitds pour vivre. 

Je ne place point de troupes sur la rive gaucbe du Tage, attendu que, pour 
qu’elles pussent y ^tre en suretd et y vivre, if faudrait les faire soutenir par beau- 
coup de cavalerie, et que j’en ai si pen, et qu’elle se fond dans ce pays avec une 
si grande rapidite, qu’il faut la conserver prdcieusement pour une opdration deter- 
minee. ^ Neanmoins je m’dtablis solidement sur les liauteurs du Tage, de maniere 
a pouvoir toujours deboucber avec facilitd, et tomber sur Fennemi dans le cas oit 
il tenterait <jiielque opdration sur la Guadiana. 

J’ai dtabli de bons passages sur le Tietar, qui sont converts par un bon camp 
retrancbd, oil la division de Plasencia pourrait tenir tete k toiite i’armde enriemie. 
Cette division est couverte par FAlagon, qui presente de grands obstacles, surtout 
dans Farridre-saison ; ainsi cette division est parfaitement en sdretd. 

No. XIV. (p. 355.) 

Le MaiechalDuc deDalmatie £lS.A. le Prince de Wagram etde Neufcbitel, Major General. 

Au quartier general de Seville, le 26 Oct. 1811. 

J’ai eu Fhonneur de rendre compte k V. A. du momement que le gdneral 
Girard avait fait sur Caceres, et du but qu’il s’etait proposd. II a parfaitement 
rdussi. Sa presence a occasionnd la dispersion du corj^ que le gendral insurgd 
Castanos s’eiForcait d’organiser. Plus de la moitid des officiers et sokiats de ce 
corps a dtd dispersee ou prise ; une partie est entree dans ses foyers. Castanos 
lui-meme a dd ebercber son salut en Portugal. Le chef de bataillon Brondel, du 
d’infanterie legdre, a fait une battue dans les montagnes en avant de Xerez de 
los Caballeros et d’Oliva. Il a reneontrd plusieurs corps de divisions Portugaises. 
Il les a dispersds aprds leur avoir tud une centaine d’hommes, et blesse un plus 
grand nombre. Il est rentre avec un convoide plusieurs centaines de bceufs enievds 
k Fennemi. 

Deu,rieme Uttre. 

Au quartier gendral de Seville, le 2 Nov. 1811. 

L’dvdnement dont me rend compte le gendi*ai Comte d’Erlon, commandant le 
5”^® cor|)s, dans ses rapports des 28, 29, et 30 Octobre, est si honteux que je ne 
saurais comment le qualifier. 

Le gendral Girard, apres avoir dispersd le corps Espagnol du gdndral Castanos, 
avait pousse jusqu’k Caceres, ou il dtaitdepuis le 13. 11 avait ordre de se rendre 
le 22 k Mejida. Il erut cependant devoir rester a Caceres jusqu’au 26. ^ Enbn if 
en est parti pour venir coucber le 27 k Arroyo Moline©. Son quiirtier general fut 
etabli dans ce village, ainsi que celui du Due d’Aremberg, commandant la cavalerie 
Idgere. On se concha sans placer aucuns postes au dehors, ni etabIird*avaot-garde, 
Cependant le gdndral Girard etait prdvenn que la division Anglaise du general iiiil 
manceuvrait sur la frontidre. Plusieurs chefs de fianqueurs Favaient averti que 
I’ennemi s’approebait en force. Son aveuglement et sa prdsomption furent si grands, 
que le 27 au soir Fennemi dtait ddjk dans les premieres maisons a demi lieue de la 
ville, sans qu’il en eut aucune connaissance. Le 28 la P® brigade, eommandee par 
le general Remond, etait d^ja en route, et k plus d’une lieue et demie, loi^queTe 

' ' 3 E 2 


788 


APPENDIX. 




g^n^ral Hill arriva avec ses troupes jusqu’au logement du general Girard, sans 
qu’aucun coup cle fusil efit 4t6 tir^. Un bataillon du 34"*® et un du 40*“® dtaient en 
ville avec 3 pikes d’artiilerie 14gke, et furent ainsi surpris ]mr la negligence de 
leurs chefs. Ces braves prirent cependant les armes, se rallicrcnt rapidemont, 
per<^nt h travers I’ennemi, se dirigerent vers les montugncs, niais non sans pcTp*. 
Le Due d^Aremberg, colonel du 27“‘®regt, 15 offieiers (dotit 2 chefs de bataillon), 
avec 400 soldats, et 3 canons, ont dtdpi4s}mr Pcnnemi. Lc general Girard agagne 
les montagnes avec la moitid de ces 2 bataillons, 500 eavalitn-s, et les aig!(‘s d(‘,s 2 
batmllons. Lerestede la division, commande par lo general lleinond, qui etait 
parti une heure avant lejour, est arrivd b* Menda, sans avoir rien tniliuidu. L(‘ 
g4n§ral Bron, a la tke du 20*”®, s’6tait porte rapidernent sur PcauHnui, <Ies le coin- 
mencement de Taffaire, et par plusieurs charges il avait aide h degag’<;r les troupes j 
mais son cheval ayant dte tu5 sous lui par une balle, il fut pris. 

Le g6n6ral Girard avait avec lui les troupes d’dlite, et il s’est horiteusernent laisse 
surprendi'e par excds de presomption et de confiance. Au moment oil il etait en 
danger, aucune garde n’dtait Stabile. Les offieiers et les soldats etaient dans les 
maisons, comme en pleine paix. Je vais ordomier une enquete et un exemple 
s5vko. 

Aussitot que le Comte d’Erlon fut instruit de cet dvenernent facbeux, il se 
porta sur Merida, oii deja les Anglais etaient arrives; mais ils ^‘vacuerent cette 
place h son approche. Aprk ce coup de main, les Anglais sont rentres en Portugal, 
suivis par le Comte d’Eiion, 

Le Marshal Due de Dalmatie ^ S. A. lo l^rince de Wagrnm et de Neufch&tel, Major 

G^iriral. Seville, le 12 Nov. 181 L 

Lo rapport que j’ai eu Fhonneur de faire le 2 de ce mois ii V. A. sur la surpris(j 
que le gdndral Girard a dprouvde le 28 Octobre au matin n’offrait iiiKnoi detail. 
L’honneur des armes est sauvd : les aigles ne sont |)iis tomlxSs au [muvoir de 
I’ennemi. 

Le fond des 2 bataillons est rentre au 5*”® corps, avec les gendraux Girard et 
Dombrowski, et Fdtat major de la division qui dtait avec cette arriere-garde. 

Par les rapports qui me sont parvenus, notre perte sc inonte k 400 liommes 
d’infanterie prisonniers, 120 de cavalone, 200 chevaux, et 25 canonniers qui 
suivaient les 3 pikes qui out dtd prises. 

Le gkkal Bron se trouvait en marche dejh, loin d’Arroyo MoHnos il la tdte 
de 150 chevaux du 20*"® r5gt. de dragons, lorsque Fennemi attaqua le village. 11 
revint aussitOt sur ses pas, et exdcuta avec beaucoup de valour 3 charges ; mais les 
forces dtaient trop disproportionndes, son cheval fut renversd, et il a eu le malheur 
de tomber au pouvoir d-e Fennemi. M. le Due d^Aremberg fut auasi ddmonte 
dans une charge, et en tombant il a recu 2 coups de baionnotte. On annonce 
qu’ils ne sont pas dangereux. Son frke, lieutenant du 27*"®, a obtenu la permis- 
sion d'aller le voir aux avant-postes, entre Elvas et Campo Maior. Je regrette 
vivement que parmi les braves que Farmde a momentandment perdus dans cette 
occasion malheureuse, nous ayons a compter M. le gdndral Bron et M, le Due 
d’Aremberg, que leur mdrite et leur valeur faisaient distinguer, 

J’ai Fhonneur d’adresser 1 V. A. un rapport de M. le gdndral Comte d’Erlon, 
sous la date du 4 de ce mois, auquel se trouve jointe copie de celui du gdndral 
Girard sous la date du 2. V. A. peut ainsi rendre compte k S, M. de tous les 
details sur cet dvdnement qui me sont jusqu’h present parvenus, et auxquels j’ajou- 
terai successivement ceux que je reeevrai. 

La conduite de M. le gdndral de division Girard est trop reprehensible pour 
qu’elle ne doive pas donner lieu a un dclatant tdmoignage de mecontentement 
J'avais annonce a V. A. que si M. le general Girard rentrait, je lui oterait le 
commandement de sa division, et que je le ferais conduire devant un conseil de 
guerre, Cependant, consid6rant ce qu’il a fait, aprk sa surprise, pour ramcner le 
fond des 2 bataillons et pour sauver les aigles ; considSrant aussi que la cavalerie 
l^gke parait ne pas avoir etabli de garde, et qu'elle a ainsi d6couvert le d6boucb6 
par 0^ Fennemi a pen6tr6, j’ai pense qu’en attendant les nouveaux ordres de V. A., 
Je devais me borner a retirer le^ commandement de la division au g6n6ral Girard, 
et k Fenvoyer a Cordoue, oii il sera, jusqu’h nouvelle disposition, sans emploi. 
J’al fait donner ordre h M. le general de division Barrois de se rendre au 5*"® 
corps pour le rempkeer. 
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M. le^g^niral Comte d’Erlon me propose de r^dwire a 2 bataiilcms le S4®» et le 
40®® regimens de lignev Cette dis|)Osition me paraissant utile au bien du service, 
en consideration de la force actuelle de ces 2 regimens, je vais rordonner, et j*eii- 
verrai le r&ultat de ce travail b V. A. 

J’ai re^u des lettres de M. le g6n^ral Philip|>on, gouvemeur de Bailajoi;, sons la 
date du P Octobre. II me renS nn compte satisfaisant de sa situation. IJn con- 
voi considerable que j'ai fait partir de Seville est amv6 ^ Badajoz. 

Xe general Comte d’Erlon au Marechal Due de Dalmatic. Almendralcjo, 4 Nov. 18U. 

J*ai re^u bier le rapport du general Girard, Je Fenvoie en original h V. E. 
par un aide de camp de cet offieier gendral, afin qu’elle puisse le qiiestionner sur 
ce qui s’est passe. II y a eu dans tout cela une sdeuntd eondainnable. Mais 
Fhonneur des armes Fran^aises a dtd sauv6 pr la fermetd et la valeiir des gdndraux 
Girard et Dombrowski ; et cette affaire, qui devait avoir des suites racheust‘s, mdino 
ddshonorantes, doit maintenant dtre rangde au nombre de eelles qui mnt asser. fr^- 
quenteskla guerre, Le general Girard a ramene avec lui 800 homines, lien 
avait 1300. 

J’ai retire de Badajoz le bataillon du 40®® ; ce batmilon rejoindra son rdgiment, 
et le bataillon du 88®« le rempiacera. Je ferai former le 40«^ et ie 34®« 'a deux 
bataillons, afin de donner k ces deux rdgimens Forganisation qui convient k la situa- 
tion oil ils se trouvent, et au nombre d^officiers qui leur restent. 

Le gdn^ral de division Girard au g^ndrnl Comte d’Erion, commaiidatit le 5'*** corjjs 

darmde. Ribera, le 2 Nov. 1811. 

J’envoie mon aide de camp aupres de vous pour vous donner details du combat 
d’Arroyo Molinos. 

A mon depart de Caceres, quelques bmits vagues, mais sans fondement, annon- 
caient un mouvement d^ Anglais. Je quittai cette position, |Kmr venir coueher k 
Torre Mejia, et le 27 k Arroyo Molinos. Dans ces deux jours, aiicune demon- 
stration n^a pu faire croire a la marebe d’un corps ermenii, 

Je devais me rendre le 28 k Merida. Le general Remond avait ordre de se 
rendre k Medellin. Les troupes se rassemblent a 6 heures, et se mettent de suite 
en marche. L’arriere-garde commenqa son mouvement k heures, iorsque 
des cris et des coups de fusil annoncent que les troupes ennemies pnetraient dans 
la ville, qui n’etait plus occupde que par les patromlles de Farriere-garde. J’accours 
alors. Le general Dombrowski forme en colonne les troupes de Farriero-garde, et 
ordonne au 2®® bataillon du 34“® , commande par M. Mouilland, d'arrj'ter les 
tirailleurs Anglais, qui commen^aient k deboucher du village, et de degager la cava- 
lerie Idgkre, qui etait en avant du village, et que je supposais aux prises. J ’avals 
juge la force de I’ennemi, mais je ne |:>ouvais abandonner la cavaleric. Je fais un 
mouvement en avant. Les colonnes Anglaises s’^branlent alors, et marchent stir 
moi, qui avais, au plus, sous la main 1300 hommes ; ils resistent k leur premier 
choc, et repoussent les charges de cavaleiie ; mais i’ennemi faisait en meme terns 
un grand mouvement sur ma gauche, et manceuvrait pour m’envelopper. La route 
de Merida etait dejk eoupee ; mes equipges enleves : nqtre pvalerie ne se 
montrait pas. Je donnai ordre qu’on se retiriit. Les Anglais se jettent alors par 
leur droite derri^re moi. J’etais environne. Le general ennemi me fait soinmer 
de me rendre. Je me fais jour a la baionnette, et nous faisons lentement notre 
mouvement retrograde. Par une fatalitt* inouie, notre artillerie ne me suivait pus. 
La pluie avait eteint les meches ; eeile de Fartillerie de Fennemi frapjmit nos ba~ 
taillons ; je perdais beaucoup de monde. Je vis alors qu’il m’^tait im|)ossih!e de 
tenir plus longtems la plaine, n’dtant pas soutenas jjar les aiures armes. Je r<'^soi^s 
de me retirer par les montagnes, mais il fallait abandonner mes trois pieces d’ar- 
tillerie ; je m’y decidai. J’ordonnai un mouvement a droite, et je me jetai sur les 
hauteurs qui se prolongent vem Montanehes. L’ennemi me |)oursiiivit vivement ; 
je faisais k chaque instant repousser les attaques; mes toes etaient cgalemem 
assailiis. Ma marche dtant retardee par ces attaques, j’avais preveiiii sur ie eoi 
de Montanehes. Je is enlever cette position. Je iaissai Montanehes sur ma 
gauche, et je siiivis les montagnes qui se prolongent sur Earza. L’ennemi oecupc 
dtqk le debouchA Le generalDombrowski reformales troupes. Je me jetai dans 
la plaine, et is char^rer k k baionnette Fennemi, qui chcrehait a m’arretcr. Un 
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second parlementaire se pr^senta au g6n6ral Dombrowski et amoi; il fut renvoye 
avec le meme mepris. Je continual ma retraite dans la plaine, mais sans cesser 
d’etre aux prises jusque sur la hauteur de Iba-hernarido, on je pris position. L’en- 
nemi cessa ses attaques: je ni’arrOtai quelqnes heures k Iba-liernarido. Je me 
dirigeai eipuite sur Zorita ; de Ih, sur Naval-villar et sur Orellana, ou jc passal la 

Guadiana. , . 

J’ai perdu du monde dans les longs combats que j’ai bvres pendant me grande 
partie de la journ§e, centre des forces si supMeures. L’enncmi avail plus deTOOO 
bomraes dinfanterie. J© d^divrai dans imc charge bon nombre de prisonni(»rs laii 
dans les montagnes. Legi^neral Dombrowski a montr6 tine grande fonje de (‘arac- 
t5re. II a dirige les troupes avec autant de bravourc qn(> do sangdVoid. Son 
d4vouement mdrite votre bienveillance. Les officiers Guillot, Vcctix, Mouillaml, 
et Voirol ont Mt preuve de valeur. Mon chef dYitat major, IL Audry, a He Fait 
prisonnier. C’est une perte sensible, MM. Vectix ©t Voirol sent rtates blesses au 
pouvoir de rennemi. Le g6n6ral Dombrowski a tout perdu mais sa belle 
conduite et taut de bravoiire mdritent une recompense. Je sollicite pour lui de 
I’avanceraent dans la Legion d’Honneur. 

Le g^n^ral de division Girard au Marechal Due de Dalmatia. 

M. le Comte d’Erlon charge mon aide de camp de remettre h V. E, le rapport 
du combat d’ Arroyo Molinos. V. E, y verra que j’6tais en rnarcho, que je pouvais 
me retirer et Sviter de combattre avec mon arriere-garde. Mais la (*aval(‘rie elait 
compromise, et il fallait Fabandonner. L’ennerni etait nombreux, Jene viaque 
Fhonneur des armes de S.M. Je ne consultai que le devoir (Fiui sohlat devon/*, 
Je marchais aux Anglais; et en attirant sur inoi toutes les forces ennemies, je 
d%ageai la cavalerie legere. 

Nous avons fait des pertes sensibles, mais nous sormnes sorlis avtu* hormeur de 
la position la plus difficile. Trois fois cnvelopp^s, trois fois nous somniCB fuits jotir 
h. la baionnette. M. le mar^chal, je serais au df‘ses|)oir si eedte (‘irconstum^e, (jue 
des rdsultats facheux accompagnent, pouvaitmYdoigner de la coiffiancc de S. M. ; je 
la mi^rite par les sentimens qui m*ont dirigfi, par ceux qui m^animeut. 


No. XV. (p. 390.) 

Lc Prince de Wagram et de Neufchatel, Major Geu^'ralj il S. M, le Roi d’Kspagtte. 

Paris, le 13 D6c. 1811. 

L’Empereur m’ordonne de faire connattre a V. M. les dispositions que Je viens 
de prescrire pour la nouvelle organisation des armdea du Nord et de Portugal. 

Je mande au Due de Raguse que FEmpereur a jugd convenable de lui con her 
la ddtense de Ciudad Rodrigo, d’Astorga, des provinces Avila, de Plasencia, de 
Salamanque, de Palencia, du royaume de Ldon, des Asturies, et eiffin de tout le 
territoire qui forme les 6®* et 7*”® gouvernements; en sorte que le nouvel 
aiTondissement de Farmde de Portugal comprend ddsormais ces deux gotiverne- 
ments, la province des Asturies, celle d’Avila, celle de Plasencia, et une partie de 
FEstremadure ; au moyen de cet accroissement de territoire, le Due de Raguse 
rendra h, Farmee du Centre la portion de la province de Toldde que V. M. lui 
avait dernier ement cedde. 

Je donne Fordre au mardchal de porter de suite son quartier gdndral a Valla- 
dolid, et mdme, s’il est- possible, h Salamanque. 

La division Souham, qui est k Salamanque, est mise sous ses ordres; elk 
formera sa 7“® division ; et la division Bonet, qui est dans les Asturies, formera la 
8™* division de son armde. 

Toutes les autres troupes de Farmde du Nord, qui sont maintenant clans les 
provinces eddees h. Farmee de Portugal, se rduniront sur Burgos. Le gdndral 
Dorsenne dtablira son quartier gdndral dans cette place; il conservera le com- 
mandement en chef de Farmde du Nord, dont le nouvel arrondissement sera com- 
posd des provinces qui forment les 3”*®, et 5""® gouvernements. 

L’Empereur espdre que Valence sera pris dans le courant de ce mois, ce qui 
permettra le retour de la division Caffarelli a Farmee duNord; et il est possible 
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Qii’alors S. M. relip de FEspagne une partie de sa Garde, si ks images qai ob- 
scnrdssenfc la politique du nord ne s'eclaircisseat pas. 

li es! probable que les Anglais ii’entreprendront rien d'ici au mois de Fdvrier, 
et tout porte k pesiser qu1ls resteroufc sur la defensive. Si le eas airivait quits 
se portassent en avaiit, le Due de Raguse a Tordre de reimir ses 8 i visions, et de 
marcher droit h eux pour leur Ii%^rer bataille, soutenu par le general Borseniie, 
qui, de Burgos, se porterait avec toutes ses forces pour appiiyer i’armee de 
Portugal. 

Je donne Fordre au Due de Dalmatie de renforcer, autant qu’il sera possible, ie 
corps qui est sur la Cbadiana, afin dVr^ter et de contenir le corps da general 
Hill dans i*Alentejo, de forcer les Anglais de tester sur la rive gauche, et dem* 
pecher ainsi toute entreprise contre Madrid. 

^ Je recommande k ce mardchal de faire tout ce qui est p>ssible afm d’appro- 
visionuer Badajoz pour im an, et de seconder, par une forte diversion sur Murciej 
la prise si importante de Valence. 


No. XVL (p. 447.) 

Le Marechal Due de Raguse I S, A. le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcbitel, Major 

Valladolid, le Id Jarmet, 1813. 

^ J’ai Fhonneur de rendre compte k V. A. que j’ai re^u hier au soir le rap|K)i1: que 
Farmde Anglaise s’est subiteraent r^unie, et le 8 a passe FAgiM?da apres avoir jet4 
un pont de bateaux a 2 lieues au-dessous de la place, et a amen6 avec eile des 
pieces de skge. Le 10 la place a et6 investie, et les travaux de siege sont com- 
mences sur-le-charnp. Je ne perds pas un instant |>our marcher au secours de ia 
place. J’avais reuni 4 divisions pour le ravitaillement de Ciudad Rodrigo; mais 
ces forces ne suffisent pas aujourd’hui. Je suis done forc6 d’ap|>eler 2 divisions de 
Fannie du Nord et la division Bonet, a laquelle jVdonne de quitter les Asturies, 
Tout cela me formera apres de 60,000 hornmes, avec lesquels je marcherai a Fen- 
nemi. Vous pouvez vous atteiidre k des dvenemens heureux et glorieux fiour les 
armes Francaises. Mon arm^e sera reunie le 21. Comme j’avais ordonnd au 
gen6rai Montbrun de revenir k ia fin de Janvier, je ne pense pas quli puisse ar- 
river ici avant Fevrier. II a sous ses ordres 3 divisions, et une partie de ma 
cavalerie. 

Deuxwme Rapport. 

Salamatique, le 18 Jiuivier, 1812. 

A Finstant ou j*aiTive k Salamanque j’ai l^honneiir de vous rendre compte qua 
d’apres les demiers rapports que je re^ois, le faubourg de Rodrigo, ainsi quhme 
redoute que j’ai fait construire, ont etc enleves de surprise |>endant la nuit du 10. 
Ckst un 6v6nement malheureux ; carjkvais toujours compte que leur defense exi- 
gerait des travaux de si^ge, et nous ferait gagner 8 ou 10 jours. 

On m’annonce d’un autre e6t6 qiie les premieres pik-es de siege ont seulement 
pass6 FAgiieda le 14. En attendant la reunion des troupes, je vais faire une 
diversion, et pousser une forte avant-garde le plus pres possible de la ville, afin 
qu’elk se fasse entendre, et qu’elie avertisse qu’on marche au secours. 

Tromeme Rapport. 

Salamanque, le 22 Janvier, 1812. 

Le 10 dans la nuit Fennemi s’est prfente devant Rodrigo: il s’empare des 
eouvens du faubourg. Dans la journee du 16, des batteries Anglaises eommencent 
leur feu k une grande distance, et le 19 la place est prise d’a^ut, et tombe au 
pouvoir de Fennemi. II j a dans eet ev^nement quelque ch«e de si inconqirv- 
hensible que je ne me permets aucime observation. Je n’m pas encore les ren- 
sei nemens ntessaires. 

Quairieme Rapport. 

Salamanque, le 24 Janvier, 1812. 

Je m’etais concert^ avec le general Comte Dorsenne pour la reunion de nos 
troupes, mais les esperances que j’avais con^ues de voir Fannee ermemie iiere d’un 
premier succes tenir au-dela de FAgueda, se •soni promptemeut evanouies. 
reconnaissances que j’ai envoy^es me rendent compte que le corps enrieiiii qui 
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s’dtait port4 sur Tamames, et qu’on avait d6jSi pris pour I’armfie rfiunie, s’est replig 
sur rAgueda, a repassS cette riviSre, et est rentrfi en Portugal aprSs avoir lev6 ses 

ponts. ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Les Anglais ont enlev^ une-partie de la grosse artillerie de la place pour la 
transporter h Almeida. Ils n*ont laiss6 aucun Anglais h Ciudad llodrigo. 


Eapport du g^n^ml Barrie, Gouvemeur de Ciudad Rodrigo, sur la (K'fense de cette place, 

adress4 an Mmistre de la Guerre. Le 8 Aoftt, 1812. 

La gartiison de Ciudad Rodrigo se croyait au moment d’^^tre ravitaillde, loraque 
reimemi se prdsenta sous les miirs de la place. Elle n’avait du pain <pie juscpi’au 
2 F^v., et la viande Ixii aurait manqud depuis longtemps, sans la pidvoyance du 
gouvemeur, qui, par des sorties faites ^ propos, parvint k se procurer une cen-- 
taine de pores, et fit alterner k temps la distribution de viande avec celle de 
legumes. 

L’ennemi n’avait encore fait aucune demonstration inquidtante. II s’dtait 
borne b. occuper les villages et les liameaux des environs de la place, et faire 
de frdquentes patrouilles pour intercepter nos communications avec Salamanque. 
Un assez grand nombre de deserteurs qui nous etaient arrives, se^ coutredisaient 
dans leurs renseignements sur la position et les mouvements des divers corps de 
Tamide Anglaise; mais tons s’accordaient h. assurer que cette armde manquait 
completement de vivres, et que plusieurs divisions avaient etd obliges de repnaser 
la Coa pour trouver des subsistances, Jetais cependant certain que Lord Wel- 
lington avait fait arriver k Almeida beaucoup de grosse artillerie, qu'il dtait trt^s- 
fiiclid d’avoir laissd dcliapper le petit convoi avec lequel j’dtais^ entre k Ciudad 
Rodrigo, et qu’il ferait tons ses efibrts pour s’emparer de celui qui nous dtait 
annoned. 

Dds les premiers jours du mois de Ddcembre, rennemi s’occupa de la conatruc- 
tion de pouts sur I’Agueda, et en fit un assez sol ide pour faire passer de^la 
grosse artillerie, entre Gallegos et San Felices, k deux lieues aii-dessous de la 
place. En meme temps, 11 fit requdrir toutes les voitures et toutes les btites de 
somme du pays pour effectuer des transports que je crus etre ceux des projectiles 
et des appvovisionnements iidcessaires pour alimen ter au besoin son annde, lors- 
qiFelle se porterait sur la rive droite de rAgueda. J’ai domid avis de tons ces 
mouvements k M. le gdndral en cbef Comte Dorsenne, par mes lettres des 8 et 
30 Ddc., adressdes au gdiidral 'riiidbault, commandant k Salamanque. 

Enfin, le 8 Jan., toujours dans Tattentedu convoi que nous devious recevoir, 
nous aper 9 fimes Farnide Anglaise en mouvement vers le convent de la Caridad 
au sud de la place. De nombreuses colonnes vinrent prendre position sur la 
route de Salamanque, et d’autres se jet^rent dans les ravins au nord de la place. 
Vers 3 beures, une reconnaissance poussee de ce c6td rapporta qu’on aper- 
cevait beaucoup de voitures, et que Feimemi ddcliargeait des gabions et des fas- 
cines. Je n’eus alors aucun doute sur ses projets centre la place. Je fis de 
suite renforcer la garde de la petite redoute Re naud, ou il n’y avait que 10 hommes 
d’infanterie et 5 canonniers, et j'y envoyai 50 bomrnes d’mfantene commandes 
par nn officier et S canonniers avec un officier d’artillerie. Le commandant 
d’artiilerie y fit porter des munitions pour les 3 bouclies k feu qui s*y ti-ouvaient, 
et s’y rendit hii-m^me avec le commandant du gdnie pour prescrire les m ovens 
de defense. On approvisioima Agalement les 2 pieces placdes dans le convent 
de Saint Francois, et le poste de ce convent eut Fordre d’ observer les mouvements 
que rennemi pourrait faire de ce c6td, sur la redoute Renaud, et de la seeourir 
au besoin. 

Ces dispositions etaient k peine acbev^es, lorsque entre 7 et 8 lieures du soir 
une fusillade tres-vive nous annon^a que la redoute etait attaqiiee. Au feu des 
pieces 4e canon, nous vinies succeder le jet des grenades, et bient6t apres nous 
entendimes im hourra qui se prolongea jusqu’k ce que le feu ayant entikrement 
cess^, nous pfimes juger que la redoute avait dt6 enlevde. En ‘ce moment com- 
menja le feu de toutes les pieces de la place qui avaient vue de ce cote, et il 
contirma toute la nuit. Au jour, nous vimes que I’ennemi avait ouvert sur le 
plateau du grand Teso ime parallele appuyee k la redoute Renaud, ainsi qu’une 
communication. Nous lan^kmes beaucoup de bombes, et la batterie de Saint 
Francois inquidta les travailleurs de la parallele. Je fis doimer Fordre aux 
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lial>itants qui ddsiraient quitter la place de sorth* imm4diatement; et, d^ c© 
momeut, toiite communication cessa avec le dehors. 

_ Bans la unit du 9 au 10, Je fis partir pour Salamanque deux emissaires charges 
d’annoncer au general Thiebault la prise de la redoute Renaiid et le commence- 
ment du siege. L’artillerie continua son feu sur le terrain occupy par rennemi, 
et lan^a des pots h feu qui nous firent decouvrir quelques-uns de ses travaux. 
La batterie de Saint Francois lira toutela nuit, et de petites sorties faites de ce 
poste et du couvent de Santa Cruz inquidterent Pennemi qui, nianmoins, pro- 
longea sa paraliele vers la droite en suivant la pente du terrain, et entreprit deux 
grandes batteries. Au jour, nous remarqudmes un grand transport de sacs It 
terre : plusieurs parties des coffires de ses batteries en dtaient pleines, ainsv que la 
parallMe et ses communications. Un grand nombre de travailleurs tiraieiit des 
terres du dehors et du dedans des batteries, et formaient line place d’armes en 
arriere de la redoute Renaud. Le feu de la place fiit dirigd sur les points ou les 
travaux paraissaient les plus imparfaits, et les mortiers lanc^rent des bombes sur 
les batteries commencees. Trente fusils de rempart rdpartis sur le pourtoiir de la 
place firent feu sur tons les travailleurs qui se montr^rent. 

Dans la nuit du 10 au 11, un nouveau message fut envoys b Salamanque pour 
faire connaitre la situation de la place. L’eimemi forma un crochet k la droite de 
la paraliele, et un autre k la gauche pour s’opposer aux tentatives du poste que 
nous avions au couvent de Saint Francois ; il pla 9 a m^me des tirailleurs dans des 
trous creuses pr^s de ce couvent pour inquidter nos canonniers. Air jour il con- 
tinua ses travaux et dlargit le crochet commencd la nuit k la droite de la premidre 
paraliele. On aper^ut des voitiires de paysans dans les batteries et dans les 
tranchees. La place continua son feu, et le poste du couvent de Saint Francois 
parvint a deloger de leurs trous les tirailleurs enneniis embusquds pres de ce 
couvent. 

Dans la nuit du 11 au 12, Tennemi deboucba par un zigzag de Fextremite de 
la premiere paraliele, en s’avanqant vers la place. Il fit ce travail k la sape 
volante, et y employa des sacs k teiTe. Au jour, ce cheminement dtait imparfait, 
et il travailia toute la jour nee k s’y enfoncer. 11 continua aussi les travaux de ses 
batteries. La place mit tons ses mortiers en jeu, et entretint son feu comme les 
jours precedents, Une des deux pieces de la batterie Saint Franqois tomba de la 
terrasse oil elle se trouvait ; on la remplaga pai un petit obusier placd au pied de 
cette terrasse, 

Dans la nuit du 12 au 13, I’ennemi avanqa pen; mais il travailia beaucoup k 
ses batteries, dont il prepara les platesformes, et il acheva le zigzag qu’il avait 
commence en avant de la premiere paraliele. Notre artillerie ne cessa de tirer 
toute la nuit, et un feu continuel de mousqueterie fut dirigd des postes de Saint 
Fraiiqois et de Santa Cruz sur les travaux de rennemi. 

Le 13, vers 8 heures du soir, le convent de Santa Cruz fut attaqud par des 
forces siiperieures. Les 50 hommes qui s’y trouvaient furent contraiiits de se 
replier avec quelque perte et se jeterent dans le fosse de la place. L’ennemi 
entreprit alors deux longs zigzags qui furent conduits jusqu’aii pied du petit Teso. 

Le 14 au matin, une sortie de la place detruisit ces travaux, reprit le couvent 
de Santa Cruz, et ne rentra dans la ville qu'k Farrivee des reserves de Feiinemi, 
laissant un poste dans le couvent. Vers 3 heures du soir, les Anglais ddmas- 
querent leurs embrasures et commencerent leur feu avec 20 pieces de 24, rdparties 
dans deux grandes batteries. A la nuit, ils cesserent leur tir, et nous fimes 
rentrer dans la place le poste de Santa Cruz. 

Dans la nuit du 14 au 15, le couvent efe le faubourg de Saint Francois furent 
attaques de toutes parts. Les 150 hommes qui gardaient le couvent firent leiir 
retraite sur le glacis, apres avoir enclou4 leurs deux pieces. L’ennemi fit une 
communication de la redoute Renaud au couvent qu’il entoura d'un fossd,^ et il 
entreprit de ce ineme c6te une nouvelle batterie. La place fit un feu continue! 
d’artillerie et de mousqueterie sur tout le front d attaque. Au jour, Fennemi reprit 
ie sien avec 26 pikees de 24, rdparties dans ses deux grandes batteries, et le dirigea 
principalement sur le point de jonction de la breebe laite en 1810 avec Fancienne 
maponnerie. Cette partie de la muraille, reconstruite en pierres de taille sans 
chaux ni ciment, fut demolie avec une rapidite dtonnante, bien que les batteries 
en fussent eloignees de 150 toises. A la nuit, Famoncellement des dccombres 

s’elevait deja k 10 ou 12 pieds au-dessous du parapet. 
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Dana la nnit du 15 an 16, la garnison commen^a de cliaque c6t4 de la breclie 
des coupures appuyees an mtn* intdrieur du rempart, qui formait un escarpement 
du c6td de la ville. Des corvdes toent employees par le gdiiie k ddblayer le pied 
le la brdche et a dtendre les ddcombres sm* le terre-plein de la fausse braie, De 
*011 c6td, I’ennemi repara ses batteries, et poussa im cbeimnement jusqiie snr le 
petit Teso, qn’il couronna de sacs h terre. II travailla force It la iiouvelle bat^ 
terie qu’il avait commencde prds de Saint Francois. Le feu de ses deux autres 
batteries fut trds-nourri, taut sur labrdche que sur nos defenses, et des tiraillettrs 
qu’il placa sur le petit Teso inquidtdrent beaucoup nos canouniers. Dans la jour**- 
nde, nn brouillard trds-dpais favorisa Fennemi, qni en prodta pour continuer ses 
travaux. J@ fis garnir de troupes la feusse braie pour ddfendre le fossd, oil cir-* 
culaient constamment des patrouilles. Lord Wellington me somma de Ini rend re 
la place ; je lui rdpondis qiie la garnison et mol nous pdririons sous ses ddcombres 
plntdt que de la livrer. 

Toute la nuit du 16 an 17, la garnison fut sur pied et occupde, soit faire feu 
sur les cheminements et les batteries de Fennemi, soit k retrancher la brecbe et ^ 
en enlever les ddcombres. Au jour, nous vlmes que Fennemi avait continud a 
force ^ travailler k la batterie qu’il avait commencde prds du convent de Saint 
Franpois, et qu’il avait dtendu sur le petit Teso sa deuxidme parallMe, dont il tra~ 
vaillaitii epaissir le parapet avec des sacs h terre. II perfectiomia la communi- 
cation qui y aboutissait, voulant sans doute partir de cette parall51e pour s’avancer 
sur le glacis. II continua avec succ5s son feu centre la br^che. Celui de la place 
ne fut pas ralenti, et deux nouvelles embrasures furent ouvertes pour contre-battre 
la nouvelle batterie que fiiisait Fennemi pri^s de Saint Franpois. Nous coutiimames 
a pr6parer les moyens de defense de la brbche, et nous plapdines des poutres aur 
le parapet du corps de place, afin de les jeter sur les aasaillants s’ils tentaieiit 
Fescalade. 

Dans la nuit du 17 au 18, Fennemi jeta des obus sur la brticbe, et tira mi- 
traille d'une batterie de campagne, qu’il dtablit derri^re une gabionnade, prt'js du 
convent de Santa Gruz. II plapa aussi des tirailleurs au pied du petit Teso, dans 
le ravin le plus voisin du glacis; il perfectionna ses ouvrages et acbeva sa nou- 
velle batterie. Nous fimes une vive fusillade sur le petit Teso et sur les tirailleurs 
qui s'dtaient dtablis en avant, et notre artillerie rdduisit an silence la batterie de 
campagne voisine du convent de Santa Cruz. Le gdnie continua ses ddfenses aur 
le rempart et derri^re labri^cbe, dont il essay a encore de dfjblayer les ddcombres 
qni s’^levaient jusqu’au niveau du terre-plein. Au jour, nous aperpdmes que 
Fennemi n’avait pas fait de cbeminement en avant du petit Teso ; seulement, il 
avait d^bouchd ae sa communication de droite par un boyau qu’il cliercba b, 
ponsser ^ la sape pleine ; mais notre artillerie ayant arretd et boulevers^ ce travail, 
il s’enterra et ne nt plus un pas en avant. 11 continua 5 tirer sur la brecbe, dont 
il augmenta beaucoup les mines. Vers 9 lieures, il d^masqua b sa nouvelle bat- 
terie 7 pieces de 24, qui commenc^rent leur feu sur la partie du rempart contigue 
a la face gauche d’nne vieille toxir, situde h pen prds k moitie distance de la brdche 
ddjl-^faite et de la porte del Conde. Ce point dtait unique dans la place pour la 
facilite avec laquelle on pouvait y faire brdcbe, et par la difficultd de s’y ddfendre ; 
c'est Fendroit oil le mur est le plus bas, le parapet le plus mince, le terre-plein du 
rempart et de la fausse braie le plus dtroit ; enfn c’dtait 1^ que se trouvait la seule 
piece de canon qni pouvait flanquer la brdcbe ddjii faite. La muraille de la vieille 
tour, battue tres- bas, s’ecroula bientdt comme une avalanche, et cette nouvelle 
bii^clie, dont la formation sembiait devoir nous faire gagner du temps, puisque les 
cbeminements de Fennemi en dtaient encore k plus de 100 toises, devint pour 
nous h la fin du jour une grande cause d’alarme, et prdcipita notre perte. 

Pendant la nuit du 18 au 19, la garnison resta sur pied et fit un feu continuel 
sur Fennemi. On commenya des coupures pour la ddfense de la nouvelle brecbe. 
Au jour, nous aper 9 iimes que les Anglais avaient suspendu leurs travaux : ila 
continu^rent leur feu sur les deux brdches. La premidre se trouvait praticable 
comme une grande route, depuis le fossd jusqu’au haut du rempart, et la seconde 
fit des progrds effrayants cependant la contrescarpe dtait intacte partout. Nous 
vimes dans Farm^e Auglaise de grands mouvements qui nous firerit craindre une 
attaque prochaine. Je fis tout disposer pour soutenir I’assant, et je ranimai le 
courage de la garnison par une adresse energique. Notre feu d’artillerie et do 
inousqueterie reprit une nouvelle activite sur tons les points du front d'attaquc. 
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Denx pieces de 24 ddmontdes, qui etaient resides sur la breclie principale, furent 
disposees b portde de cette brlche pour rouler sur ks assaillants, et des sacbets de 
pmdre furent prdpar& sous les decombres. Je pla^ai 3 compagnies d’elite au 
sommet et sur les flan cs de cette brecbe; d*autres troupes occupereut la fausse 
braie pour defendre les approclies du fosse. La seconde brecbe etait praticable, 
quoique encore etroite et peu a*is6e, et les travaux entrepris pour sa defense 
n’avaient pu etre aclievds. Jeplapai k cette brecbe une compagnie de voltigeurs, 
qui devait en garnir aussi les flancs* D’autres troupes dtaieut postdes et re- 
tranchdes derriere le rempart. Les artilleurs et les soldats auxiliaires furent 
rdpartis pour le service des pieces, et devaient jeter sur rennemi des poutres, dea 
obus, et des grenades, s’ii tentait i’escalade. 

Tel dtait I’dtat des clioses lorsque, vers fl beures du soir, il s’engagea une vive 
fusillade sur tout le developpenaent du front d’attaque. Bientdt apres, on vinfc 
m’annoncer que les Anglais escaladaient la fausse braie prk de laporte d’Almeida. 
J’accourus sur ce point avec une reserve de 60 bommes que j’avais places entre 
les deuxbrecbes, et je vis en effet que Fennemi, apr^s s’lfcre Jetd dans le fossd, 
escaladait la fausse braie. Ne pouvant Fen empflcber, jkrdonnai qukn roulUt sur 
lui des bombes et des obus, et je revins k la grande brkche raflermir les troupes 
qui s’y trouvaient. L’alerte y avait dte donnee, et M. Husson, commandant 
d’artillerie, y attendait Fennemi avec les moyens de defense qu’il avait fait prd- 
parer, Le feu faiblit bientdt dans la fausse braie, et le bruit se rdpandit que 
Fennemi escaladait la murailie du cdtd du sud, prds de I’bdpital. Je courua sur 
ce point avec une partie de ma reserve; mais je reconnus avec plaisir que la 
nouvelle dtait fausse : ce qui y avait donne lieu, ckst que quelques bommes de 
garde dans la fausse braie dtaient rentrds dans la place k Fapprocbe de Fennemi 
en montant le long des cbaines du pont-levis de la porte Santiago. Je retoumai 
aussitdt k la grande brecbe, ou lout etait en feu. L’ennemi dtait parvenu sur le 
rempart, mais il y etait crible par le feu de nos retranchements. Peu d’instants 
aprks, des coups de fusil et des cris se firent entendre de Fintdrieur meme de la 
place. Des bommes qui conduisaient des blesses donnerent Falanne, et Fennemi 
se trouva dans la place. Le ddsordre se repandit alors parmi les troupes que 
personne ne put plus retenir, et tout fut perdu. Ce qui suit est trop douloureux 
k ddcrire. 

J’ai appris depuis que les voltigeurs postes k la petite brecbe, aprds avoir rdsistd 
au premier cboc de Fennemi, avaient plie ensuite, et que lea Anglais, parvenus sur 
le rempart, n’avaient pu s’etendre sur leur droite, oii ils avaient dte repousses par 
le feu de notre retrancbement ; mais qu'ayant porte ieurs efforts k la gauche, ils y 
avaient force nos voltigeurs, et de Ik s’etaient repandus dans la ville. 

J ’ignore quelle aura notre perte: celie des Anglais parait avoir consi- 
derate, k en juger par leurs regrets. 

No. XVIL (p.483.) 

Le Marechal Due de Bellune au Marecbal Due de Dalmatie. 

Virgen de la Luz, devant Tarifa, le 5 Janvier, 1812, 

Le siege de Tarifa a Ate leve aujourd*bui. Le temps, quimaitrise tout, ne nous 
a pas permis d’acbever la conquete de cette place, quoique quatre beaux jours 
nous eussent suffi pour Fobteiiir. Ma lettre du 2 a du vous instruire de la situa- 
tion affligeante de nos troupes. En vous Fadressant, j ’avals encore quelqiie espoir, 
mais il a ete bientot dequ ; le deluge que je rous ai annonc^ s’est accru au poin t 
que, 24 beures encore devant Tarifa, et nos soldats dtaient perdus. J'ai charg5 
MM. les generaux Leval et Barrois de nous les ramener : nous serous trks-beiireux 
s’il n’en reste qu’uii 5“® dans les precipices qu’ils doivent traverser. J'aurai 
Fbonneur d Instruire V. E., avec plus de details, de nos miseres; en ce luoment 
je ne puis que les deplorer. 

Le Marechal Due de Bellune au Marecbal Due de Dalmatie, V^er, le i Janvier, 1812. 

Nos troupes commencent k arriver a Vejer, et demam elles y seront rdunies 
en totalite ; le 9, elles en partiront pour se rendre aux diverses destinations que Je 
leur ai provisoirement assignees, eu attendant ks ordres de Y. E. Celks qui font 
partie du 4nae corps se dirigent sur Moron par Xerez, ks routes de la uiontagne 
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^tant aiijourcriuu impraticables, et nWrant pas de ressources pourles subsistances. 
La division du corps restera momentandment il Vejer et d Medina. 
Toutes ces troupes sont extr^inement fatigu^es ; leurs vetements sont en lambeaux, 
et il est indispensable qu’en leur donnant quelqiies jours de repos on leur ibur- 
nisse de quoi s’habiller. 

Nos pertes rie sont pas aiiasi considerables qtie les circonstances Font d’abonl 
fait croire. Notre re traite a ^‘t^ faite lentement et avec beaucoup d\)rdro, et les 
soldats qii^ le mauvais temps avait ^loi^nds en grand n ombre des regiments y sont 
rentrds. L n’a pas os6 noussiiivre plus loin que le Eio Saludo, oil il sest 

arr^t4, surpria de la contenance encore imposante de nos nialheureux et brav(‘s 
soldats ; c’est avec des peines infinies qu’ils sont parvenus ^ s^arraeber (b^s ton- 
dri^res que les pluies avaient creus^es sous leurs pas. 11 n’existeplus de cliemins, 
et tout le terrain de Vejer k Medina n’est plus aujourd’bui qirun cloaque im- 
praticable. Il ^tait devenu impossible d nos convois d’arriver, et il y avait d<^jd 
cinq jours que nos soldats 6prouvaient la plus affreuse disette ; leurs ] esoins dtaient 
tels, que ne pouvant faire de feu, et mourant de faim, ils mangeaieut de layiande 
erue. Cette circonstance seule justifierait la lev^e du si6ge de Tarifa, s’il nen 
existait pas d’autres encore plus imp^rieuses ; V. E. pourra a’en faire ime idde en 
lisant les copies ci-jointes des lettres qui m’ont adress^es le 1 et le 3 de ce 
mois. J’ai r6sistd aux instances qui m’y ^taient faites, autant par I’espoir que 
j’avais du retour procliain du beau temps que par la necessit6 de sauver Flionneur 
de nos armes. Un jour encore, il n’etait plus possible de se maintenir devan t 
Tarifa ; les officiers y auraient <St6 abandoiin6s- Le soldat dtait extf;nu6, dosespert'^ ; 
il avait fait j usque-1 a tout ce que les forces liumaines et le ddvouement le plus diL 
termind pen vent pennettre ; en exigeant de lui de nouveaux sacrifices, c’eut etc se 
lAsoudre k sa perte et k notre honte. 

On s’occupe dans ce moment de la r6daction du journal de nos optsrations; des 
qifil sera terming je m’empresserai deTadresser a V. Bl. 

L’6tat de d61abrement ok est maintenant la division du corps, joint 
k la n^cessitd de la rallier et cle lui domier quelque re|)os, nFengage il proposer k 
V. E. de la faire remplacer, pour le service dont elle etait chargde dans les pro- 
vinces de Ronda et d’Antequera, par la division, dont les regiments Hojit 
mieux tenus, moins fatiguds, et plus histruits. Si vous consented, M. le Mardcbal, 
k cette proposition, dont Feffet ne pent 6tre mfavantageux an service, j’op6rerai 
ce remplacement, et je rappellerai k la division les d^tacbcments qvFelle a 
laiss($s ^ Ronda et ailleurs. 

No. XVIIL (pp. 492, 531.) 

(raare^a cfe 13 de Enerode 1812. 

El mariscal Sucbet atac6 en los dias 26 y 27 de Deciembre al exercito insur- 
gente de Valencia, mandado por Blake, y rompid la linda que occupaba por la 
parte del Grao, derrotandole completamente. De resulta de esta derrota se dls- 
})ers6 el exercito insurgente, biiyendo unos por el camino de Alicante, otros acia 
Requena y Estado de Jorquera, y encerradose el resto en Valencia despues de 
liaberse embarcado Blake. Los Franceses persiguieron i los que liuian, por el 
camino de Alicante liasta Alcira. 

El 30 por la tarde estaba concluida la circunvalacion de Valencia. Se ban 
cogido mas de 7000 prisioneros, mucha artilleria y bagages, Llegan continua- 
mente disperses hasta Tarancon y pueblos immediatos, 

El general Freyre, que occupaba a Chincliilla, lia sido derrotado por el general 
Montbrun. Parte de la coluna que manda el general d’Armagnac ha salido de 
Cuenca acia Requena. 

No. XIX. (pp. 520, 572.) 

Decreto de 30 de Enero de 1812. 

Deseando las Cortes generales y extraordinarias dar un testimonio publico v 
correspondiente k la generosidad de la nacion Espanola del aprecio y gratitud de 
la misma por los importantesimos servicios que ha liecho en su favor de nuestra 
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Santa causa en general en gefe de ias tropas Britdnicas en la Feninsuk el Lord 
Vizconde Wellington, y senaladamente por el que acaba de hacer, tomando por 
asalto la plaza de Ciudad Rodrigo con las tropas combinadas de sii mando, ban 
venido conformandose con la propiiesta de la Regencia del Reino en conceder, 
como por el presento conceden, ai Lord Vizconde Wellington, graiidezade Espana 
de primera ciase, para si y sus sucesores libre de lanzas y medias anatas con el 
tituio de Duqip de Ciudad Rodrigo. Lo tendrd entendido la Regencia del Reino 
para sii cumpiimiento, y lo mandara imprimir, publicar, y circular. Dado en Cadiz 
a 30 de Enero de l 812, ^nimio Pargany Tresidente ; Josef Antonio Somhiela^ 
Deputado Secretario; Josef Maria Gutierrez de Teran^ Deputado Secretario. 
A la Regencia del Reino, Reg. fol. 195. 


No. XX. (p. 549.) 

IjC Frince de Wagram et de Neufclktel, Major G^nlral, au Mar^cbal Due de Raguse. 

Paris, le 11 1812. 

L’Empereur regrette, M. le Due, qu’avec la division Souham et Ies 3 autrfs 
divisions que vous aviez reunies, vous ne vous soyez pas reportd sur Salanaanqtie, 
pour voir ce qui sepassait. Cela aurait donnd beaucoup b. penser aux Anglais, et 
vous auriez pu 6tre utile Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Le moyen de secourir I’arm^e du Midi dans la position ou vous ^tes, ckst do 
placer votre quartier gdndral k Salamanque, d’y concentrer votre arm^e en in; 
ddtachant qu’une division sur le Tage, de rdoccuper les Asturies, et d’obliger Fen- 
nemi k rester k Almeida, et dans le nord, par la crainte d’une invasion. Vous 
pourrez m^me pousser des partis sur Ciudad Rodrigo si vous avez Partiilerie de 
aiege ndeessaire (votre lionneur y est attacbd), prendre cette place, ou, si le ddfaut 
de vivres ou d’artillerie vous forfait d’ajourner cette operation jusqu’k la r^colte, 
vous pourriez du moins faire \me incursion dans le Portugal, et vous porter sur ie 
Douro et sur Almeida. Cette menace contiendrait Tennemi. 

LkrmeeduMidi est tres-fortej I’armee de Valence, qui aujourdliui a ses avant- 
postes sur Alicante, degage sa gauclie. 

La position que vous devez prendre doit done §tre offensive de Salamanque a 
Almeida. Tant que les Anglais vous sauront rduin en forces k Salamanque, iis ne 
feront aucun mouvement; mais, si vous aliez de votre personne k Valladolid, si vos 
troupes sont envoyees se perdre sur les derrieres, si surtout votre cavakrie n’est 
pas en mesure apres la saison des pluies, vous exposerez tout le nord deFEspagne 
a des catastrophes. 

11 est indispensable de r^occuper les Asturies, parce qiFil faut plus de monde 
pour garder la lisiere de la plaine jusqu’k la Biscay e, que pour garder les 
Asturies, 

Puisque les Anglais se sont di vises en deux corps, un sur le midi et Fautre sur 
vous, ils ne sont pas forts, et vous devez Fetre beaucoup plus qiieux. La lettre 
que je vous ai ecrite, et que vous avez re 9 ue le 13 D6c., vous a fait connaitre ce 
que vous deviez faire. Menacez les Anglais ; et si vous croyez pour le moment 
ne pas pouvoir reprendre Ciudad Rodrigo, faites rdparer les chemins qui mhmni k 
Almeida, faites fortifier Salamanque, reunissez vos equipages de siege, envoyez de 
gros d^tachements sur Ciudad Rodrigo : cela contiendra les Anglais, ne fatiguera 
pas vos troupes, et aura bien moins d'incomdnients que ddvous disseminer encore, 
comme vous le proposez. 

de suppose que le general Montbrun est arrive, et que vous avez enfm r6iini 
votre arm5e. 

La prise de Valence a beaucoup fortifie Farmee du Midi, et il faut que vous 
supposiez les Anglais fous, pour les croire capable de marcher sur Badajoz en vous 
laissant k Salamanque, c*est-a-dire, en vous laissant arriver a Lisbonne avant eux. 
Ils iront dans le midi si, par des inesures mal calculees, vous d^tachez deux ou trois 
divisions sur le Tage ; par Ik vous les rassurez, et leur dites que vous ne voulez rieu 
faire contre eux, et respectez i’opinion de la defensive et de leur initiative. 

Je vous ie repete done : Finstruction de FEmpereur est que vous ne quittiez pas 
Salamanque, que vous fassiez reocenper les Asturies, que votre armee s’appuie stir 
la position de Salamanque, et que vous menaciez de Ik les Anglais. 
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lie Prince de Wagram et de Neufchttel, Major G6n4ra1, au Mareclial Due de Raguse. 

■; .Paris, le 18' FcV. 1812. , 

Monsieur le Due, je viens de mettre ^ Tinstant sous les yeux do rEmpereur vos 
lettres des 29 Jan., 4 et 6 Fdv. S. M. n’est pas satisfaite de la direction quo vous 
donnesa ^ la guerre j vous avez la supdrioritd sur rennenii, et, an lieu de ]>rendre 
rinitiative, vous ne cessez de la recevoir. Vous renmez et fatiguez vos corps ; ce 
n’est pas lli Tart de la guerre. Quand le gdndral Hill, avee 15,0{)0 hoiumos, niarche 
sur rarmde du Midi, e’est ce qui pent vous arriver de plus heuve\ix ; cidte arinde 
est assez forte et assez l»ien prganisde pour ne rieti craiudre de Panude Auglaise, 
aurait-elle elle-m^me rduni 4 ou 5 divisions. 

Aujourd’hui I’ennemi suppose que vous allez faim le sidge de Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
il approcEe le gdndral Hill de sa droite, afin de pouvoir le faire venir k lui h, grandea 
marges et vous livrer bataille, rduni, si vous voulez reprendre Ciudad Jiodrigo. 
C'est done au mardclial Due de Dalmatie k tenir 20,000 liommes sur la Guadiana 
et remp^clier de faire ce mouvement, et, si Hill passe le Tage, Ji se porter ii sa 
suite, ou dans FAlenteJo. Vous avez eu le double de la lettre que rEmpereur m ’a 
ordonnd d*dcrire au Due de Dalmatie, le 10 de ce. mois, en rdponse k. la demande 
qu’il vous avait fait de porter des troupes vers le midi. C*est vous, M. le Mar6cbal, 
qui deviez lui dcrire pour lui demander de porter im gros corps sur la Guadiana, 
pour maintenir le general Hill dans le midi, et Femplcber de se rdunir k. Lord 
Wellington. 

La prise de Ciudad Rodrigo est un dcliec pour vous, et les Anglais connaissent 
assez Fhonneur Franqais pour comprendre que ce succes pent devenir iin affnnit 
pour eux, et quau lieu d’amdliorer leiir position, roceu])ation do Ciudad Rodrigo 
les met dans I’obligatiou deddfendre cette ville ; et des lors ils vous rendent maitre 
du champ de bataille, puisqxie vous les forcez de venir au secouvn de cetto jduce, et 
k combattre dans une position si dloignde de la tuer. Le rcsultat de cet avautago 
lie pent dtre retardd que jusqu’k. la rdcolte. A lors vous se.rez on mestire de faire 
le sidge de Ciudad Rodrigo; Fennerai y marcbera, et il aura la honte de vous voir 
reprendre cette place. 

Le mouvement du gdndral Hill sur le Tage a dtd fait dans la croyance que, 
aussitdt que vous auriez su la prise de Ciudad Rodrigo, vous aurioz rduni vos 
troupes pour marcher rapidement sur cette place, Finvestir et profiter du premier 
moment od la breche n’dtait pas relevde, et od il ne pouvait encore y avoir aiumn 
approvisioimement. Cette occasion manqude, il fera tout prdparer pour le mois 
de Mai. 

La vdritable route de Lisbonne est par le nord; V ennemi y mjmt des mm^adns 
mmiderables et des k6pitmx, ne pent se retirer sur cette cupUale que irh4enti>>- 
ment I et si, dans I’attaque du Prince d’Essling, il s’est retird rapidement, ch;st 
parce qu’il s’dtait prepard d ce mouvement; il a done un grand intdret d vous 
emp^cher de pdndtrer dans le Portugal, La situation du Prince d'Essling devant 
Lisbonne etait, pour FAngleterre et le Portugal, une grande calamitd. Je ne puis 
que vous xdpdter les ordres de FEmpereur; preiiez votre quartier gdndral a Sala- 
manque; travaillez avec activitd d fortifier cette ville; faites-y travailler 6000 
bommes de troupes et 6000 pay sans ; rdunisaez-y xm nouvel dquipage de sidge cpxi 
servira d armer la ville; formez-y des approvisionnements ; mites faire tons les 
jours le coup de fusil avec les avant'postes ennemis ; placez deux fortes avant -gardes 
qui menacent, Fune Ciudad Rodrigo, Fautre Almeimi ; meriacez les autres direc- 
tions sur la frontiere de Portugal; envoyez des partis qui ravagent quelques vil- 
lages; et enfin employ ez tout ce qui pent tenir Fennerai sur le qui vive. Faites 
rdparer la route de Porto, celle d’Almeida; tenez votre armde rdunie vers Toro, 
Benavente, Salamanque. La province d’ Avila a mdme de bonnes parties ou Fon 
trouvera des ressources. 

Dans cette situation, qui est aussi simple que formidable, vous reposez vos 
troupes, vous formez des magasins, et, avec des ddmonstrations bien combindes, 
qui mettent vos avant-postes a meme de tirer journellement des coups de fusil avec 

I ennemi, vous aurez harre sur les Anglais qui ne pourront que vous observer. 

Vous deyez tons les jours faire faire des prisonniers par vos avant-gardes, et sur 
touies les directions qui menacent Fennemi; e’est le moyen d’avoir des nouvelles, 

II n’en est pas d’autre eflieaee. 

L’Empereur me prescrit de donner I’ordre au Due de Dalmatie d’avoir toujours 
■un corps de 20,000 liommes avec 20 pieces de canon, composd de ses meiileures 
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troupes, soit sur Merida, pour faire le coup de fusil avec le gdndml Hill et le 
coiitenir sur la rive gauciie du Tage, soit sur Badajoz, eii se portant sur rAlctitejo 
ft robligeaiit ainsi k se rapprocker d’Elvas. Cette operation est d'autant plus 
importaiite que, si elle n’avait pas lieu, le gdiukal Hill pourrait se reimir l Lord 
Wellington pour vous attaquer. 11 serait insensd de pexiser que Jamais Lord 
Wellington pdt rappeler la division Hill k lui, tant que le Due de Dalmatic fera 
des demonstrations. Lord Wellington ne pent done vous attaquer qu’avec son 
corps, et, s’il marcliait k vous, vous reuniriez 7 divisions k Salamanque, avec toule 
votre artiilerie et votre eavalerie; cela vous ferait 50,000 hoxnmes. Je dis 7 
divisions, car il ne faut jamais compter sur celie des Asturies. Alors cette division 
recevrait ordre de marcher en avant pour menacer la Galice et contenir le corps 
Espagnol qui est de ce cdtd. Appuyde d Salamanque, ayant autant d’artillerk et 
de munitions que vous voudrez, votre armde, forte de 50,000 hommes, est iiiat- 
taquahle, le glndral Hill fdt4i m^me rduni k Lord Wellington. Elle serait 
inattaquable, non pas pour 35,000 Anglais (qui au fond sont le total de ce que 
les Anglais ont en Portugal, sans y comprendre les Porfeugais), mais potir 70,000 
Anglais. Un camp^ cboisi, une retraite assurde sur la place, des canons et des 
munitions en quantity, sont un avantage que vous savez trop bien apprdcier. 
Cependant, tandis que vous observerez, je suppose que Hill ait joint raraide 
Anglaise, et que Wellington soit beaucoup plus fort qu’il n’est; dans ce cas, 
I’anude du Nord arriverait avec sa eavalerie et 2 divisions, vous vous renlorceriez 
tous les jours, et la victoire serait assuree. 

Mats, une fois la resolution prise, ii faut la tenir. II n’y a ni w, ni mak,: fl 
faut cboisir votre position sous Salamanque, 5tre vainqueur, ou perir avec rarmde 
Fran^aise an champ de bataille que vous aurez cboisi. 

Comme vous ^tes le plus fort, et qu’il est important d ’avoir rinitialive, dvitez 
de faire des travaux de camp retranebd qui n’appartiennent qu’k la defensive et 
avertiraient Fennemi. II suffira de reconnaitre les emplacements, et de travailier 
k force k la place. Si on prend un systeme de fortification serree, et qu’on 
n’admette pas trop de ddveloppement, en 6 semaines on peut avoir une bonne 
place qui mette votre quartier general, vos magasins et vos bdpitaux, k Tabri de 
toute surprise de I’ennemi, et qui puisse servir k votre corps d’armde de point 
d’appui pour recevoir la bataille, ou de point de ddpart pour marcher sur Ciudad 
Rodrigo et Almeida, quand le temps en sera venu. 

Je vous ai dit que vous ne deviez compter que sur 7 divisions ; la division 
Bonet doit retourner sur-le-cbamp dans les Asturies, Soit que vous considdriez 
la conservation de toutes les provinces au nord, soit que vous considdriez un 
mouvement de retraite, sans les Asturies qui assurent la possession des montagnes, 
ni Salamanque, ni Burgos, ni meme Vitoria, ne sont tenables. Si, apres une 
bataille perdue, il fallait dvacuer, la division des Asturies ne devrait pas meme 
alors dtre rappelee a vous ; mais, se repliant avec ordre sur votre droite, elle 
appuierait votre retraite ; et, lorsque vous seriez k Burgos, elle serait k Reynosa 
pour vous couvrir de ce cdtd; sans quoi, favorisd par des ddbarquements sur tous 
les points de la c6te, I’ennemi, des le commencement de votre retraite, vous 
tirerait des coups de fusil sur Mondragon et Vitoria, D'ailleurs vous n’avez pas 
seulement a lutter centre Lord Wellington; vous avez aussi k contenir le corps 
ennemi qui est en Galice, et, au moment ok vous marcberez sur Feimemi, la 
division des Asturies contiendra la Galice et dpargnera la presence d’une division 
k Astorga. 

Je vous le rdpete, e’est a Farmde du Midi k avoir un corps de 20,000 homines 
pour tenir en dchec une partie de Farm^e d,e Lord Wellington sur la rive gauche 
du Tage. Ce n’est done pas k vous, M. le Due, k vous dissdminer en Oiveur de 
Farmde du Due de Daimatie. 

Lorsque vous avez etk prendre le commandement de votre armde, elle venait 
dkprouver un 5chec par sa retraite de Portugal. Ce pays ^tait ravag6 ; ^ les 
hdpitaux et les magasins de Fennemi etaient k Lisbonne ; vos troupes ^taienl 
fatigudes, ddgoktdes par des marches foredes, sans artiilerie, sans charrois; 
Badajoz dtait attaqud depuis longtemps ; une bataille dans le midi n’avait pas 
pu faire lever le sidge de cette place. Que deviez-vous faire alors ? Vous porter 
sur Almeida pour menacer Lisbonne? Non, parce que votre armde n’avait pas 
d’artillerie, point de bagages, et qu’elle dtait fatigude. Lknnemi, dans cette 
position, ii’aurait pas cru k cette menace; il vous aurait laisse approcher jusqu’i 
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Coimbre, aitrait ptis Badajoz, et ensuite serait veini sur voiis. Vous aves! done 
fait ^ cette (§poque ce qii’il fallait faire; voiis avess marchfi rapidement au secours 
de Badajoz 5 I’eimemi avait barre siu* vous, et Fart de la^ guerre dUit de vous y 
commettre, Le si6ge en a etd levl, et Feniiemi est rentr6 eti Fortugal : e’est ce 
qu’il y avait ^ fairs, Depuis, M, le mar6chal, vous Mes revenu dans le iiord j 
Lord Wellmgtoii s’est reports siir le veritable point de ddleuBe du pays, et 
depuis ce teiups vdiis Otes eu prdsence. 

Si, apr^s avoir rejetd Lord Wellington au del^ de Ciudad Rodrigo, vous fusaiess 
restd dans la province de Salamaiujue, ayant vos avant-gardes sur les directions 
du Portugal, Lord Wellington ifaurait pas boiigd; inais vous vous etes portd sans 
raison sur le Tage. Les Anglais ont cru que vous vous disposiess d entrer dans 
FAlentejo pour vous r4imir au Due de Dalinatie et faire le siege d'EIvas ; Ms 
inanceuvrfent en consequence, et restdrent attentifs, lorsque votre mouvement 
siu' Valence lemv a fait connaitre quIls nWaient rien d craindre. 

Dans ce moment, M. le Due, votre position est simple et claire ; par consequent, 
elie ne demande pas des combinaisons d’esprit. Placez votre armde de maniere 
qu’en quatre marches vos troupes puissent se rdunir et se gvouper sur Salamanque ; 
ayez-y votre quartier gdndral; que vos ordres, vos dispositions annoncent d 
Pennemi que la grosse artillerie arrive a Salamanque, que vous y formez des 
magasins, que tout y est dans une position offensive, Faites faire continuellemcnt 
la petite guerre avec les postes ennemis. Dans cet dtat, vous etes maitre de tons 
les mouvements des Anglais. Si Lord Wellington se dirige sur Badajoz, laisscz-le 
aller ; r^unissez ausaitdt votre arm6e, et marcbez droit sur Almeida j poussez des 
partis sur Coimbre, et soyez persuade que Lord Wellington reviendra bum vite sur 
vous. Mais les Anglais ont trop de savoir-faire pour coinmetlre uuo }>ar(‘ilie 
faute, Ce n’est pas I'envoi de 4000 on 5000 hommes sur Valence qui lenr a fait 
faire leur mouvement pour s’emparer de Ciudad 'Rodrigo; e’est la marclic siinutilo 
que vous avez fait faire d’une grande purtie de votre artillerie, de votre cavalerie; 
e’est la dissemination de votre amide. 

Ecrivez au Due de Palmatie, et sollicitez le Roi de lui dcrire dgab'menC pour 
qu’il execute les ordres impdratifs que je hii donne de porter sur la (luadiana un , 
corps de 20,000 hommes, pour forcer le gdndral Hill h roster sur la rive gauclie 
du Tage. 

Ne pensez done plus, M. le mardchal, k aller dans le midi, et mareliez droit 
sur le Portugal, si Lord Wellington fait la faute de sc porter sur la rive gauche du 

La division du gdndral Caffarelli doit etre arrivde en Navarre : S. M, ordonne 
in4me qu’une division Italienne vienne renforcer Farinde du Nord. Meitez-vous 
ea correspondauce avec le Due d*Albufera k Valence, afin qu’il puisse marcher 
avec ses forces pour soutenir Madrid, s’il y a lieu. Profitez du moment ou vos 
troupes se rdunissent, pour bien organiser et mettre de fordre dans le nord. 
Qu’on travaille jour et imit k fortifier Salamanque ; qiFoii y fasse venir de grosses 
pRces ; qif on refasse T^quipage de siege ; enfiu, qifon forme des magasins de 
subsistances. 

Vous sentirez, M. le max'dcbal, qifeii suivant ces directions, et en mettant pour 
les ex^cuter toute F activity convenable, vous tiendrez Fennemi en 6chec ; Londres 
elle-meme tremblera de la perspective d'une bataille et de Finvasion du Fortugal, 
si redoiit^e des Anglais; et enfin, au moment de la r^colte, vous vous trouverez 
tout a fait en etat d’investir Ciudad Rodrigo, et de reprendre cette place a la 
barbe des Anglais, ou de leur livrer bataille ; ce qui serait k ddsirer, car, battus 
aussi loin de la mer, ils seraient perdus, et le Portugal conquis. L’artillerie 
qui arriverait pour armer Salamanque, servirait pour Almeida et Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

En recevant Finitiative au lieu de la donner, en ne songeant qiik Farmee du 
midi, qui n*a pas besoin de vous puisqu’elle est forte de 80,000 hommes des 
meilleures troupes de FEurope; en ayant des sollicitudes pour les pays qui ne 
sont pas sous votre commandement, et en abandonnant les Asturies et les pro- 
vinces qui vous regardent, un dcbec que vous ^rouveriez serait une calamity qui 
se ferait sentir dans tmte VEspagne, Un echec de Farmee du Midi la conduirait 
sur Madrid ou sur Valence, et ne serait pas de mtmie nature, 

Je vous le rdp^te, vqiis ^tes le matti*e de conserver barre sur Lord Wellington 
en pla 9 ant votre qua rtier general k Salamanque, en occupant en force cette posi- 
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tion, et en poussant de fortes recoiinaissaiices d4bouchl&, Je ne poiiitaia 
<|ue redire ce que je vous ai dej^ expliqiie ci-dessus. 

SI Badajoz 4tait ceriid seulement par 2 ou 3 divisions Anglaises, le Due de 
Balmatie pourrait le d^bloqiier; maia alors Lord Wellington affaibli vous mettraifc 
am^medevous porter dans rint^rienr dn Portugal : ce qui secourraitpiusefB- 
cacement Badajoz qiie toute autre operation. 

Mais lorsqiie, par !es nouvelles dispositions de FEmpereur, qui Font oblige a 
renoncer pour cette annde ii, Fexp^dition de Portugal, vu la toumure que prenaieiit 
les affaires gdnkales de FEurope, S. M. vous a ordonnd de vous porter b Valla- 
dolid avec votre arm4e, et que vous etes arriv4 inopinement b Salamanque, les 
Anglais, qui out bien calculi que ces mouvements n’avaient pu se faire en consli- 
queiice dll leur, out attirds; et si du 17 au 18, avec les 30,000 bommes que 
vous aviez dans la main, vous aviez marebd a tire- d’aile sans livrer bataille, mais 
fuisant mine de le vouloir, I’ennemi, qui dtait ddconcertd par votre arrivde, dtait 
resolu de lever le sidge de Ciudad Rodrigo. Hill vous enipdcbait en efiet de vous 
porter sur Salamanque et Ciudad Rodrigo avec 25,000 bommes ? C*est une ope- 
ration qu’onpourrait meme faire avec 0000 ou 10,000 bommes, en prenant posi- 
tion saus s’engager, et retournant sur Salamanque si Feimemi prdsentait trop de 
forces. La guerre est un metier de position, et 12,000 bommes ne sont jamais 
engages quand ils ne ie veulent pas, a plus forte raisim 30,000, et surtout lorsque 
ces 30,000 bommes dtaient suivis d’autres troupes. Mais le passd est sans 
remdde. 

Je donne ordre que tout ce qu’il sera possible de foiirnir, vous soit foiirni pour 
completer votre artillerie et pour armer Salamanque : 24 beuresapres la rdceptxon 
de cette iettre, FEmpereur pen se que vous partirez pour Salamanque, b mobs 
d’evdnements inattendus; que vous chargerez une avant-garde d’occuper les dd- 
bouebds sur Ciudad Rodrigo, et une autre eeux sur Almeida ; que vous aurez 
dans la main au nunns la vaieur d’une division ; que vous ferez revenir la eavalerie 
et Fartillerie qui sont b la division du Tage ; que vous renverrez la division Bonet 
dans les Asturies, et en consdquence vous ne donnerez pas de division b I’annee 
du Nord, parce qu'elle sera renforcee de la division Palombini. 

Pourtant, comme ce moiivement sera brusque, il faut lui donner le temps 
dbpdrer son effet, et ce ne peut dtre que 8 jours apres que vous serez arrive b 
Salamanque et que ces dispositions seront faites, que leur effet aura eu lieu sur 
Fennemi; ce n’est qu'alors que vous pourrez entidrement dvacuer le Tage. En 
attendant, ii semble a, FEmpereur qu’une seule division d’mfanterie sur ce point 
est suffisante. Le lloi enverra au moins 3000 bommes dmfanterie et 1200 de 
eavalerie pour appuyer cette division. 

Reimissez surtout votre eavalerie, dont vous n’avez pas de trop et dont vous 
avez tant besoin. Lorsque vous verrez que votre mouvernent offensif a procluit 
son effet, vous retirerez du Tage, d'aliord une brigade, et ensuite une autre ; mais 
en mdme temps vous augmenterez vos demonstrations d’offensive de maiiiere que 
tout montre que vous attendez les premieres berbes pour entrer en Portugal. 

Le Prince de Wagram et de Neufcb^tel, Major Gdndral, au Mardcbal Due de Dalmatie. 

Paris, le 19 Fdv. IBIX 

L^Empereur, M, le Due, n’est pas satisfait que la division Hill soit r^t4e si 
longtemps k Merida. Aujourd’bui les Anglais paraissent changer de projet : ils 
eoncentrent leurs troupes afin de se porter sur Ciudad Rodrigo, si leDuc de Eaguse 
assiegeait cette place. IFordre de FEmpereur, M. le Marecbal, est que le gdndral 
Drouet, avec un corps de 20,000 bommes, dont 4000 de eavalerie, et 40 pidees 
de canon, soit reuni pour op6rer, soit de Merida, soit de Badajoz, de maniere b 
tenir en dcbec le g4n4ral Hill avec un pared corps de 20,000 bommes de Farmee 
ennemie, en Fobligeant b tester sur la rive gauebe du Tage, et l'empC‘cbant 
par la de rien entreprendre, soit dans le Nord sur Famide de Portugal, soit sur 
.Madrid. ' ' .. ^ 

Le Due de Raguse a Fordre de centraliser sen armde sur Salamanque; d’ayoir 
2 divisions en observation, line sur Ciudad Rodrigo, une sur la dirt'ction d Al- 
meida ; de faire tous les jours le coup de fusil avec les avant-ppstes eimemis; ei 
enfin, de se reunir pour entrer rapidement dans le Portugfd, si Lord Wetiington 
commet la faute de se porter sur la rive gauebe da Tage, ce ^ que FEmpereur re- 
garde comme une folie qiFil n'osera Jamais faire* Lord W eilington salt que vous 
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avez 80,000 homines, et plus de 70,000 prfisents sous les armes, le jour oh vous 
aurez rduui vos moyeus. Le principal ennemi, M. le Marechal, ce sont les An- 
glais. Mahy et Ballesteros, qui sont a Alicante et h Gibraltar, n’ont pas 15,000 
hommes, et le Due d’Albufera en tient une partie en fichec. La prise de Valence 
a done singulibrement amdliord votre position. L’ordre de I’Enipmeur est que 
vous formiez le corps du gdnbral Drouet de votre meilleure infantene et de votre 
meilleure cavalerie, que ces 20,000 liommea entrent^dans 1 Alentejo, et, si les An- 
glais s’dtablissent devant vous, vous les tiendrez ainsi en respect. 

C’est vous, M. le Due, qui devez garder toute la rive gauche du Tage. 

II est trbs-important que vous tdehiez de vous mettre en correspondanee avec 
le Due d’Albufera, afin que ce mardchal aoit promptemont instruit des mouve- 
ments des Anglais. . , 

L’Empereur se demandej M. le Due, comment il est possiole <jue 6000 Anglais 
et 4000 ou 5000 Portugais aient enlevd les magasins de Merida, se soient avanc6s 
j usque sur les d4boucli^s de FAndalousie, et y soient restes un mois, et cela devant 
votre armde, forte de 80,000 liommes et composde des meilleures troupes du monde, 
pouv ant presenter plus de 60,000 liommes presents sous les armes et une cavalerie 
si sup^rieure en n ombre ? 

La diversion que doit faire Farm^e de Portugal en votre faveur, M. le Due, 
consiste it prendre FoflPensive dans sa position de Salamanque, et non ^ marcher 
sur Merida par un mouvement parallel, en ob6issant a Finitiative que donne 
Feimemi, 

Portez toute votre attention et la plus grande activity I exdcuter Fordre de 
FEmpereur de former anr-le-'champ le corps de 20,000 liomnujH ^ coinposfj des 
meilleures troupes de votre arm5e. S. M, vous ordoime impdrativement cette 
disposition. 

Get oi'dre ne souffre aucun d61ai, et FEmpereur est fachd quune aussi belle 
annde n’ait aucune action snr les Anglais. 

Le Marechal Due de Raguse au Prince de Wagram et de Ntmfchritel, Major (Ujnliral, 

Valkdorul, le 26 Fey. 1812. 

Monseigneur, J’ai re 9 u les lettres que vous m’avez fait Fhonneur do nFdcrire Ic 
11 Fdv.; plus je les ai m6ditdes, plus je me suis convaincu que, si S. M. dtait sur 
les lieux, elle envisagerait la position de son armde de Portugal sons un tout autre 
point de viie. V. A. me dit que j'aurais dd concentrer ines troupes ti Salamanque ; 
mais elle oublie que prdcddemment les ordres de FEmpereur maient d’avoir trois 
divisions au dela des montagnes. Si je concentrais Fannde It Salamamjue, elle no 
pourrait pas y vivre quinze jours; et bientdt un ddsert, semblable a eelui qui 
sdpare Rodrigo de Salamanque, sdparerait Salamanque de Valladolid, ce qui, pour 
Favenir, rendrait bien pire la situation de Farmde. 

L*Empereur veut que je fasse des mouvements offensifs sur Rodrigo; mais S, 
M. ignore done que le plus l%er mouvement id cause une perte 5nonne de 
moyens, et sp^cialement de chevaux, 4quivalente I celle qui rAsulterait d’une 
bataille, de maniere qu’il faut restreiudre ces mouvements uniquement pour tin 
objet d^terminS et positif, et qui promette des r^sultats. Si I’armde faisait aujour- 
d nui un mouvement sur Rodrigo, elle ne pourrait pas passer FAgueda, parce que 
dans cette saison cette riviere n’est pas gn6able. jL’arm^e ne pourrait pas rester, 
faute de vivres, trois jours devant Rodrigo, Cette simple niarche, qui iFaurait 
aucun r^sultat et n’aurait donn^ aucun change d Fennemi, parce qu’il connait bieu 
Fimpossibilitd absolue oh nous sommes de rien entreprendre, cette simple marche, 
dis“je, ferait perdre 500 chevaux et rendrait Fannie incapable de fiire aucune 
espice de mouvement pendant 6 semaines, parce qu’il fauclrait qu’elle se dispersdt 
pour alier former sa reserve de vivres, jusqu’a 20 et 25 lieiies, et qiFelle eitt le 
temps^de les rassembler et de les prdparer. Au mois d’Avril de Fannie derniere, 
Farmee cle Portugal a perdu presque tous ses chevaux d’artillerie et le plus grand 
nomhre de ses chevaux de cavalerie, pour Atre rest^e pendant 6 joins entre la 
Coa et FAgueda ; cependant la saison Itait plus avanede et le pays moins d6sert 
qu’aujourd'hui, S. M. pense que je ne dois point envoyer mes troupes se perdre 
sur les derricnes ; mais n'ai-je pas du relever 7000 hommes de la Garde, et les 
troupes de Fannie du Nord, dans les postes qn’elles occupaient, postes qui ne 
peuvent ^tre abandonnes sans houleverser tout le pays et reuoncer aux moyens de 
vivre? V. A. me parle du si^ge de Rodrigo : si je re^oisdes moyens de transport 
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et un Equipage de si%e, cette operation seta facile apres k r€colle ; aitis ataiit efe 
sans ces moyens, il est absolunaent impossible d’y penser. V. A, me dit qii’il est 
de mon bonneur de tepreadre cette place: ii sera toujours de mon bonneiir de 
faire tout ce qui sera utile au service de FEmpereur ; mais je n’ai point ici uii tort 
a rdparer, car certe les causes de ia prise de Rodrigo me sout tout a fait dtran- 
g^res. Si les circonstances eussent mis plus tdt cette fironti^re sous mes ordres, je 
crois pouvoir le dire avec fondement, Rodrigo serait encore a nous. 

V. A. me dit que si Farmle dtait rdunie ^ Salamanque, les Anglais seraient 
fous de se porter ea Estramadure, en me laissant derriere eux et maitre d 'alier a 
Lisbomie ; mais cette combinaison ils Font faite au mois de Mai dernier, quoique 
toute Farmee fut II peu de distance de Salamanque, que Farmde du Nord fut 
double de ce qu’elle est aujourd’hm, que ia saisow plus avancde pdt permettre 
de faire vivre les cbevaux, et que nous fussions maitres de Rodrigo. Ils n’ont 
pas cru possible alors que nous entreprissions cette operation, et ils out eu raison : 
Fimagineront-ils aujourd’lmi que toutes les circonstances que je viens d’dnoncer 
sont contrafres, et qu’ils connaissent la grande quantiti de troupes qui est 
rentr^e en France? L’ennemi avait si bleu le projet de faire depuis longtemps 
le siege de Badajoz, que depuis pr^s de 4 mois il a dtabli de grands raagasins 
a Campo Maior, et j'en ai rendu compte k V, A. ; il nk cessd de les atigmenter 
depuis. Il dtait tenement rdsolu li faire un d^tacbement apr^ la prise de Ro- 
drigo, que, quoiqu’il sdt tr^s-bien que jktais en pleine marcbe avec Fannee 
pour me reiidre sur la Tonnes, et de k sur FAgueda,il a fait partir deux divisions 
le surlendeniain de la prise de Rodrigo. L’armde de Portugal, dans Iktat actuel 
des cboses, n’ayant pas mime un ennemi devant elie, ne pourraifc pas dipasser la 
Goa, et les fo. ces que Lord Weilingtoi> y a laissdes sent plus que suffisantes pour 
mettre k Fabri de tout dvinement le village le plus avanci du FortugaL En con- 
Sequence aucune espece de mouvement de ce cotd nerempiirait Fobjet de sauver 
Badajoz ; il n’y a que des dispositions qui donnent action immediate sur cette 
place, qui puissent en iroposer A Feunemi et faire espdrer d’atteindre le but 
proposd. 

L’Empereur, a ce qiFil me paratt, compte pour rien les difficultes de vivres ; ces 
difficultds sont tout, et si elles eussent cesse par la formation de magasins, tout ce 
que pourrait ordonner FEmpereur serait exdcutd avec ponctualitd et facility ; mais 
nous sommes loin de Ik, et je nki rien a me reprocber a cet egard. Je ne com- 
mandais pas ici il y a 3 mois. J’ai voulu faire des magasins dans la vallee du Tage, 
et, k cet effet, jki demandd un territoire dtendu, fertile, et k portee, ainsi que des 
moyens de transport. Le territoire m’a etd refusd, et les moyens de transport, ac- 
cordds et toujours attendus, ont re 9 U, a ce qu’il me parait, une autre destination. 
J ’arrive dans le nord au mois de Janvier, et je ne trouve pas un grain de bid, pas 
im sou dans les caisses, mais des dettes partout, et, rdsuitat infaillible du systeme 
absurde d’adrainistration qui a dtd adopte, une disette rdeMe ou facfice dont il est 
difficile de se faire une juste idde. On ffiobtient dans les cantonnements des sub- 
sistances journalieres que les armes k la main; il y a loin de la a la formation de 
magasins qui permettent de faire mouvoir Farmee. Nous ne sommes point a deux 
de jeu dans Ikspece de guerre que nous faisons ici avec les Anglais. Lkrmee 
Anglaise est toujours rdimie et disponible, parce quklle a beaucoup d’argent et 
beaucoup de transports. 7000 a 8000 mulcts sont employes pour le transport de 
ses subsistances ; le foin que toute la cavalerie Anglaise mange sur les bords de la 
Coa et de F Agueda vient d’Angleterre. Que S. M. juge apres celaquel rapport ily 
a entre nos moyens et les ieurs, nous qui n’avous pas un magasiii qui rentVrme 4 
jours de vivres pour rannde, et aucun moyen de transport; nous qui ne pmivons 
pas envoyer avec fruit une requisition au plus miserable village, sans faire un de- 
tacbement de 200 hommes, et qui sommes forcds de nous dparpiller a une distance 
enorme et d’etre constamment en course pour subsister. Quelque faibles que 
soieiit les garnisons des villes, on ne pent exprimer quelle difficult^ il y a k ies 
pourvoir de subsistances. Ainsi, quelque effort que Jkte fait, Talladolid ne ren- 
ferme pas encore pour 5 jours de vivres pour 2000 bommes qui s’y trouvent. Cet 
etat de cboses ne cbangera entierement qu’apres la r^colte, et avec des principes 
d’administration plus raisonnables, et plus d’ordre qu’on n’en a mis jusqu’a 
present, D’ici k cette epoque, Fannee sera dans la position la plus difficile qifoii 
puisse depeindre, et il serait injuste d’attendre beaucoup d’elie. On ne pent rien 
faire ici qu’avec du temps; il faut cr^er ses moyens, les organiser, et pour celt il 
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faut ^tre 4 r^poque des ressources ; mallieurexisemeiit f arrive ici qimnd elles sent 
6puis4es. Pendant ie courant de Pdt4 et de rautoinne, ^poque d laquelle les sub- 
slstances que iburnit le pays out pu s’accorder avec les besoms des troupes, ^toua 
les mouvements qui out eu lieu out etd faits d'une manibre confbrme b. ja raison, 
et les rdsultats Font prouvd ; Fennemi n'a pu rien entreprendre. Aujourdimi 
que ce rapport u^existe plus, je suis reduit b. hitter contre les dvenernents. 

II est possible que S. M. ne soit pas satisfaite de ines raisons ^ maia j*avoue 
que je ue con^ois pas la possibility d’exdcuter ce qui est prescrit, sans prdparer 
des disastres pour Favenir. 

Si S. M, en juge autrement, je lui renouvellerai avec instance la pridre de me 
douner un successeur dans inon command enient, qui, alora, doit ytre conlio en de 
meiUeures mains. 

En attendant je m’en vais, conformyment k ce que j'ai expoad dans ma lettre 
diner, faire tons mes elForts pour sauver Badajoz ; si j’y parviens, quand les ap- 
parences indiqueront que Feimemi renonce k toute oflensive dans le midi, je 
ramknerai alors touted mes troupes dans la vieille Castille, et je ferai rdoccuper 
les Asturies. J'espere an surplus qu’avant ce temps, S. M. m*aura soulagd dim 
fardeau qui est au-dessus de mes forces. 

Le Mar^chal Due de Raguse au Prince de Wagram et de NeufcliUtel, Blajor G^Jiidral. 

Valladolid, le 2 Mars, 1812. 

A Finstant ok je montuis k cheval pour me rendre k Avila, je re^ois les lettres 
que V. A. m’a fait Fhonneur de uFecrire les 18 et 21 Fevrier. l.es ordres de 
S. M. sent tellement hnperatifs, que quelles que soient les raisons qui uFavaient 
empSchd dabord de uFy conformer, je pense mill est aujourdliui (h mon devoir 
de le faire. En consequence, je donne ordre k la cavalerie, k la division, et k 
la 6"^®, qui sont dans la vallee du Tage, de vepasser dans la viiulle Castille. ^ J’y 
ai laissd seulement la P® division, qui rentrera aussi mix dpoqut^s iixdes 
par FEmpereur, et lorsqu’elle aura dte relevde par Farmbi' du (Imlre. Mais, 
comme il parait Evident que le sidge de Badajoz iFa dte suspendu quo par la 
presence de ces 3 divisions, mon opinion est que ce niouvenumt va mettre eette 
place en pdriL J’ose espdrer, an moins, que s'il lui arrive malheiir, on ne nFen 
attribuera pas la faute. V. A. m'dcrit que FEmpereur trouve que je m’oecupe 
trop des intdrSts des autres, et pas assez de ce dont je suis |>ersonnellement 
ebargd. Jusqu’ici j^avais regarde comme uu de mes devoirs imposd par F Em- 
pereiir de secourir Farnide du Midi, et ce devoir a did exprimd formellement diins 
20 de VOS ddpeehes, et indiqud sutllsamment de nouveau par Fordre (|ue jiu re^u 
de laisser 3 divisions dans la vallde du Tage. Aujourdliui j 1m suis atfranchi, ma 
position devient plus simple et beaucoiip meilleure. 

L’Empereiir parait ajouter beaucoup de confiance dans reffet que les ddmon- 
strations faites au nord produiront sur Fesprit de Lord Wellington. Jlise avoir 
une opinion contraire, attendu que ce gdudral sait trds-bien que nous iFavons 
point de magasins, et con nait les immenses difficultds qne le pays prdsente par 
sa nature et par le ddfaut de subsistances. 

Lord Wellington salt que Farmde de Portugal, sans avoir personne k combattre, 
n*est pas dans cette saison en dtat d’aller, et que si elle s’avan^ait k Fdpoque ok 
nous sommes, elle reviendrait an bout de 4 jours, hors d’dfcat de rien faire de la 
campagne, et apres avoir perdu tons ses chevaux, Je me rends k Salamanque. 
Je ferai tout ce qui sera en mon pouvoir pour remplir les intentions de S. M. ; 
mais toutes les ddmonstrations doivent se borner entre FAgueda et la Tonnes, et 
k des reconnaissances sous le canon de Ciudad Rodrigo; car FAgueda iFdtant pas 
gudable, le passage de cette riviere exige des bateaux que je iFai pas. 

Lord Wellington ne pent pas croire, a cette dpoque de Fannee, k une marcbe 
offensive, faute de magasins formes, et de subsistances pour les chevaux, 11 ne 
pent pas croire davan tage , au sidge de Ciudad Rodrigo, la grosse artillerie fut-elle 
k Salamanque. II salt bien qiFil faut d’autres prdparatifs qui exigent du temps ; 
et, sll vent faire le sidge de Badajoz, il a de grands moyens d’exdcution, puisijue 
ses prdparatifs sont faits depuis longtemps, et qu’il peut revenir pour soutenir 
Ciudad Rodrigo. Ainsi je doute fort que mes moiivements lui en imposent 
beaucoup, . 

S. M. yeut que nos arant-postes fassent le coup de fusil jouniellement avec 
les Anglais; S, M. ignore done que, par la nature des choses et par Fimpossibilitd 
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aijsolue de vivres, il y a toujonrs an moins 20 lieiies entte les mmt-pmtm Anglais 
et les ndtres, et que cet intervalle est occupy par les guerrillas ; de maiii^re qu’en 
ddtacbant beauconp de troupes elles meurent de faim, et que si on en ddtache 
pen, elles sont compromises, Ce n’est done qu’avec les guerrillas et k pen de dis- * 
tance de nos ligues que nous pourrions avoir affaire. 

^ S. M. trouve qu’ayant la supdrioritd sur i’ennemi, j’ai tort de lui laisser rinitia- 
tlve. L’armde de Portugal est bien assez forte pour battre larinde Anglaise, 
mais eHe est infdrieure a celle-ci pour operer, par suite de la pdrmrie de nioyens. 
L’armee Anglaise, qui a d’avaiice de grands m^asins et des moyeiis de tyansporl 
suffisants, vlt partout dgalement bien. L’armee de Portugal, sans magasins, 
avec tres-peu de transports et sans argent, ne peut vivre qu’en se disseminant. 
Elle se trouve par la ddpendante des iieux qui offrent des ressourees, et n’eat 
nullement propre d mauoguvrer. Cet etat de choses durera jusqu’a la rdcolte. 

Puisque V. A. me reproche d’avoir laisse prendre Almeida, il est possible 
qu’elle me reproche aussi de n’avoir pas fait des magasins k Salamanque et I 
Valladolid, lorsque je n’y c<»mmandais pas. Ges reproches, tout pdn ibles qulls 
sont, ne me rendront pas coiipable. 

V. A. m’acciise d'etre la cause de la prise de Rodrigo; je crois y etre tout ^ 
ffiit etranger. Rodrigo a ete pris, parce qu’il y avait une garnison trop pen nom- 
bveiise, et parce que le general en chef de Farmde du Nord a dtd sans surveil- 
lance comme sans prdvoyance. Je ne pouvais, moi, avoir Tceil sur cette place, 
puisque j^en etais sdpare par une chaine de montagiies et par un desert qu*un 
sejour de 6 mois de Farmee avait forme dans la vallee du Tage. 

L^Empereur est ^toniie que je n’aie pas marchd du 17 au 18 avec les 80,000 
hommes que j’avais rassembl^s. Je n’avais point de troupes d\i 1 7 au 18 ; inais 
les troupes qui dtaient en marche, pour relever celles de Farmde dti Kord dans 
[ears cantonnements, avaient re^u en route les ordres ndeessaires pour se rdimir 
Il Salamanque le 22; ces troupes ne formaient que 24,000 hommes, et ne pou- 
vaieiit y arriver plus tot. A cette epoque la place etait prise depiiis 4 jours. La 
reprendre snr-le-champ dtait impossible, attendu qu’elle ne pouvait pas kite 
bloqude, parce que la riviere n’dtant pas gueable, je ne pouvais ni la passer, ni 
empecher Lord "Wellington de communiquer avec ia place. Ainsi Farmee 
Anglaise, sans pouvoir etre forcee a recevoir bataille, aurait defendu Rodrigo. 
L’armee de Portugal, qui n’avait d’aiiieurs avec elle ni grosse artillerie, ni vivres 
pour tester longtemps li manoeuvrer, aurait done fait sans objet et sans rdsuitat 
uue marche pdnible et destructive de tous ses moyens. L'experience de la 
guerre d’Espagne m’a appris que la grande aflaire dans ce pays dtait la conser- 
vation des homines et des moyens, et e’est a cela que je me suis attach^ particu- 
lierement. 

L’Empereur trouve que je fatigue mes troupes par des marches inutiles. Per- 
sonne ne s’occupe plus que moi de leiir 4pargner des fatigues, et je ne consols pas 
que cette observation s’applique aux d^tachements qui se trouvent dans la vallee 
ciu 'Fage, car je ne les ai ]>as envoyes, mais je me suis content^ d’arreter les 
troupes qui venaient de la Man die, a Finstant ou, apres ia prise de Rodrigo, j ’ai 
su que le 21 Janvier Lord Wellington avait fait partlr deux divisions pour FEstra- 
madure, regardant alors comme un de mes devoirs de secourir le midi. Ces dis- 
positions etaient toutes naturelles. Lorsque le general Hill a marchd sur Merida, 
j’ai bien vu que e’etait une diversion; et j'ai si peu pris le change, qiiVn me 
portant sur Salamanque pour aller au secours de Rodrigo, je ne laissai que 1000 
hommes dans la vallee dll Tage. 

S. M. parait croire que Lord Wellington a des magasins k pen de distance sur 
la frontiere du nord: ses magasins sont a Ahraiites et en Estramadure ; ses hdpi- 
taux sont ^ Lishonne, k Gastello Branco, et h. Abrantes; ainsi rien ne I’int^resse 
sur la Goa. V. A. dit que la veritable route de Lisbonne est par le nord ; je 
crois que ceiix qui connaissent bien ce pays sont conyaincus du contraire. Quant 
a moi, je suis persuade que toutes les fois que le principal corps d’armde prendra 
cette direction, on aura toutes sortes de niaibeurs a redouter, et que celle qiFon 
devrait clioisir est cede de FAlentejo. J’en ai deduit les motifs dans un mimoire 
que fai eu Fhonneur de vous adresser, il y a trois mois. 

V‘. A. parle d’occuper les ddbouch^s d’ Almeida et de Rodrigo. Le pays qui 
s^pare FAgueda et la Tormes est une plaine immense, qui est praticable dans 

tons les sens ; ainsi j' ignore ce qu’on entend par ces debouches. 
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L’Emperew me bEme dEtre rentr6 dans la vallde du Tage, apr^s avoir rejetd 
Lord Wellington de Pantre de la Coa ; mais c’6tait Fordre positif de FEm- 
perenr/qui ne mEvait assign^ d’autre territoire que celui de la vallde du Tage. 
Rodrigo avait occupy par les troupes de I’armde du Nord, et S. M* m’avait 
aftranclii du devoir de veiller particuli^rement sur cette place. Si j’en eusse dtd 
lemattre, je serais venu mMtablir i Salamanque : la raison militaire le disait, 
puisque I’ennenii 6tait en presence ; la raison des subsistances le disait de mtjme, 
puisque ce pays offirait des ressourees, et que la valMe du Tage dtait dpuis^e, 11 
paraltrait done juste que FEmpereur aifiPrancbit ses gdndraux do toute responsa- 
bilitd, quand ils suivent litt6ralement ses oi*dres, ou qu^il leur laisslit plus de lati- 
tude et de pou voir pour les ex6cuter, 

L’Empereur semble croire que je ne suis pas feme dans nies resolutions; 
j ’ ignore ce qui pent avoir motive Fopinion de S. M. Lorsque j*ai cru utile de 
cornbattre, je ne sacbe pas que rien ait jamais fait changer ma determination ; et 
si, ici, on ne combat jamais, e’est qu’en v6rit4 cette guerre ne ressemble en rien 
aux autres guerres, ni dans sa nature, ni dans les circonstances qui Faccompagneiit 
et qui ne permettent pas de la faire autrement. 

L’Empereur ordonne de grands travaux 4 la place de Salamanque. II vent 
que 12,000 bommes soient employes h ces travaux. II semble que FEmpereur 
ignore que nous n’avons ni les vivres pour les nourrir, ni Fargent pour les payer, 
et que nous somraes menaces de voir xmm^diatement tons les services manquer 
dans toutes les places. 

C’dtalent les provinces du nord qui pourvoyaient k la plus grande partie des 
besoins des 6*"° et gouveruements. Cette situation empire de la manfee la 
plus eiroyable, et elle ne chaugera que fesque nous aurons mi territoire plus pro- 
portioim^ h nos besoms. 

Quant aux magasina, leur formation est Fobjet de totis mes efforts et de tmito 
ma sollicitude ; mais 4 Fdpoque oh nous sommes ce n’est pas inie diose facile. 
Si S. M. augmente les ressourees, et si alors je parviens h rassembler des sub 
sistances pour nourrir Farm^e pendant un mois, je croirai avoir obteiui un grand 
r4sultat, et il serait bien desirable qu’elles pussent ^tre conserv£*es pour le moment 
oh il faudrait cornbattre Feunemi d’lme manure sdrieuse, et non pour faire de 
simples demonstrations. 

J*C*cris au Due d’Alhufera pour lui faire connaftre la situation des choaes, et je 
doime Fordre au general Bonet de reiitrer sur-le-cliamp dans les Asturies par le 
col de Leitariegos, ce qui doniiera a son mouvement im air olfensif coiitre la 
Oalice, Je sens toute Fimportance de Foccupation des Asturies, et je comptais y 
envoyer des troupes incessamment. 

Monseigneur, il ne me reste plus qu’h exprimer h V. A. la peine que jT*prouve 
de la manfee dont FEmpereur appr^cie les efforts qua je fuis ici constamment 
pour le bien de son service : puisque S. M. m’attribue la prise d* Almeida, j ’ignore 
comment je pourrais faire pour me mettre k Fabri de toute espSce dlnculpation. 

Le Prince de Wagram et de Neufch^tel, Major General, au Mar^cbal Due de Raguse, 

Paris, le 16 Avril, 1812. 

J’ai mis sous les yeux de FEmpereur, M. le Mar^clial, vos lettres des 22 et 
;25 Mars. ■ 

Par mes ddpeches des 18 et 20 F^vrier, je vous prescrivais les mesures ndees- 
saires pour prendre Finitiative et donner k la guerre un caraefee convenable k la 
gloire des armes Fran 9 aises, en lui dtant ce tdtonnement et cette fluctuation 
actuelle, qui sont dejh le presage dhme armde vaincue. Mais, au lieu d’dtudier 
et de cherclier k saisir^Fesprit des instructions gdnerales qui vous dtaient donnees, 
vous vous Ates plu k ne pas les comprendre, et | prendre justeraent le contre-pied 
de leur esprit. Ces instructions sont raisonndes et motivles. Comme toutes in- 
structions d*un gouvernement, elles dtaient donndes k $00 lieues et k 6 semaines 
d’mtervalle ; elles vous siipposaient vis-h-vis de Fennemi, et vous prescrivaient 
de le contenir et d’obliger la plus grande partie de son armde k rester dans le 
nord, en concentrant votre quartier gdndral a Salamanque, et en tirant tons les 
jours des^coiips de fusil sous Ciudad Rodrigo et sous Almeida. Ces instructions 
vous disaient : Si, dans cet 6tat de cboses, Fennemi reste devant vous avec moina 
de 5 divisions, marchez k lui, suivez-le en queue; ses hOpitaux et magasins tout 
^ntre Lisbonne et la Coa, il ne pourra pas les evacuer si rapidement que vous no 
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puissiez rattemdre. Je vans y ajoutais qae, dans cet ^tat de clioses, i diait 
absurde de penser que le gdn^rai Anglais pnt abandonner tout le nord bow se 
jeter sur uiie place qu^il mena^ait.. ( JZ y a ici um lacum dam la piece 

ongmale,) 

L’Emperew voiis recommande de seconder le Eoi, et de faire de Tons-rolme, 
par attachement pow sa personne et pow la gloile de ses armes, toutce qu'il 
Tons sera possible pour empScber que 40,000 Anglais ne gdtent toutes les affaires 
d’Espagne; ce qui axira lieu infailliblement, si les commandans des differcnts 
corps ne sent pas animds de ce zMe pour la gloire et de ce patriotisme qui seuls 
vainquent les obstacles, et emp^cbent de sacrifier jamais k son bumeur et a des 
passions quelconques I’inter^t public. 

Au retour de Pologne, S. M. iraen Espagne; elle espbre n’avoir plus que des 
6loges ^ donner A ce que vous aurez fait, et que vous aurez de noweau Men 
m4rito dans son estime. 

No. XXL (p. 68L) 

Decreto de 11 de Abril de 1812. 

Las Cdrtes generales y extraordinarias deseando dar un nuexro testimonio de la 
gratitud nacional al Lord Duque de Giudad Rodrigo pore! mievo y distinguido 
servicio que con las^ esforzadas tropas de su raando aeaba de bacer I la patria en 
la gloriosa reconquista de la interesante plaza de Badajoz ; y atendiendo A las 
personales y extraordinarias circunstancias que concuren en esto general, y le 
hacen acreedor al premio mas bonroso que la nacion ha decretado ^ los valientes 
que la defienden j ban venido en autorizar, como por el presente, autorizan ^ la 
Regencia del Reino para se pueda conceder al Lord Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo 
la Gran Cruz de la orden militar nacional de San Fernando, con el uso de !a banda 
y una orla de laurel al rededor de la venera, y la pension vitalica de treinta mil 
reales, que son las mayores distinciones de la orden, sin sujecion 4. las formalidades 
que prescribe el reglamento. Lo tendrd entendido la Regencia del Reino para 
su cumplimiento. Dado en Cadiz all de Abril de 1812. Josef Maria Gutkrrez 
de Terariy Vice Presidente ; Josef Antonio Mamrreie^ Beputado Secretario ; Josef 
de Zotraquln, Beputado Secretario. A la Regencia del Reino, Reg. fob 220. 

Le general de division Baron de Lery k . Seville, ce 20 Avril, 1812. 

Les joumaux, mon cber , vous aurontappris la malbeureuse fin de Badajoz, 

qui a pris en bien peu de terns. Je vous avoue que je ne con^ois pas cette 
mauvaise defense avec une ganiison suffisante et un approvisionnement peu ordi- 
naire, des travaux bien entendus qui avaient ete faits devaient faire espdrer que 
I’armde aurait eu le terns de se rassernbler et de venir a son secours. Tons les 
calculs ont ete en deroute. L’armee de Portugal s’dloignait de la notre dans un 
mouvement ou il aurait fallu s’entendre. Ainsi Wellington, avec les Anglais et 
les Portugais reunis, a pris cette place b la barbe des deux corps dArmde forts 
ensemble pres de 80,000 bommes ! Voila ce que c*est de ne point avoir de chefs 
suprSmes a portee de regler les mouvemens a terns de cbacun. Quoiqffil en soit, 
nous perdons dans Badajoz pres de 3 compagnies du genie et 10 offiders, y com- 
pris radjudaiit Hounberg, 11 parait que Trevelbier a etd tud : il Pa bien voulu 
en se jetant dans la place avec le capitaine Mesnard, Hollandais, et SO bommes 
d’elite, et le lieut. de Cortes, Aucim n^dtait de la garnisou, et e’est par im 
mouvement de zele et de courage que nous perdons autant de raonde. Ci-joint 
copie d’une lettre que je viens cle recevoir du capitaine G«'iiUard a Poecasion de 
cette prise, dont nous n’avons aucun autre ddtail On ddbite d’apres des lettres 
particulieres que les soldats avaient refuse de Men se battre, et Vauraient fait 
raollement. Ceia a besoin de confirmation. Ce serait une seconde representation 
de Tarifa. Au reste, cette prise me paratt Men extraordinaire, et je serais Men 
embarrasse d'en donner Pexplication claire et prdcise. Lorsque j'en saurai 
davantage, j’dcrirai au ministre, et vous donnerai des renseignemens que je 

pourrai me procurer. Adieu, mon cber - — i me voila sans ofiiciersj Je ne 

compte point sur ceux que vous m’annoncez de Parm4e d* Aragon. ^ 11 me 
faiidrait des jeunes gens. Je reste avec 19 : 1 major, 2 chefs de bataillon, et 
7 capitaines. , 

Je vais avoir 200 mulcts pour le train. La requisition est frappoe. 
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Rapport du g^n^ral de division Philippon, gonvemeur de Badajoz, sur la dtsfense de cette 

place, du 16 Mars au 'if Avril, 1812. l^aris, le 12 Juillet, 1812. 

Depuis le commencement du mois de Mars, tons les rapports dea espions et 
mOme des habitants de Badajoz qui voyageaient en Portugal s*accordaient d dire 
que rennemi ayait l’intention^d’assi%er prochainement Badajoz, et qu’d eet elfet 
il r^nnissait h Elvas une immense quantity de vivres et de munitions. Le gdndral 
de division Philippon, gouverneur, transmit hd^lement tons ces rapports *1 Son 
Excellence le Due de Dalmatie. 

Vers le 10 le gouvernenr fut informd qu’il existait I Elvas 78 pikes de 
gi'os calibre prkes d litre mises en route pour le aidge. Cette noiivelfe lui hit 
confirmde le 11, et il sut de plus que toute I’armk de Lord Wellington se concen- 
trait entre Portal^re, Estremoz, et Villa Viposa. 11 dcrivit, le 12, iVSon Excel- 
lence le Due de Dalmatie qu’il n’y avait plus aucune espclce de doute que Badajoz 
ne dOt ^tre assidgd incessamment; que rndme I’intentiou de rennemi dtait d’em- 
ployer de tels moyens et de pousser le si4ge avec tant de rapiditd qu’il se fiattait 
de se rendre maitre de la plaee avant que les armdes Fran^aises pussent la secourir. 

Le 13 et le 14, de pareilles d4pkhes furent adressdes k Son Excellence, lui 
contenant los details que renfermaient celles du 12, et lui dounant uue nouvelle 
certitude d’un sidge procliain. 

En efFet, le 15, une colonne ennemie, d’environ 3000 liommes, vint camper 
derrike la Caya, ^deux lieues de Badajoz; et le 16, vers deux heures aprk midi, 
on vit paraitre ime forte colonne longeant les hauteurs d’Oliven^a. Cette colonne, 
qui s’kendait jusqu^d un pont que I’enuemi avait jet4 sur la Guadiaua, a environ 
deux lieues de Badajoz, fit Finvestissement de la place. Dos lorn toute connini- 
nicatiou avec Farinde Fran 9 aise fut interceptee ; maiB les troupes de I aile droite, 
sous les ordres du gdudral Droiiet, qui etaient k Marta et h Almendralejo, 
connurent trk-bien les dispositions de Fennemi par la retraite que son mouvement 
les obligea de faire sur iUafra. 

Depuis longtemps la place de Badajoz 6tait rnenaede d’un sidge, Le gouver- 
neur Philippon avait fait parvenir 3 l Son Excellence le Due de Dalmatie lYdat 
gdudral de tons les postes intdrieiu’s et ext6neurs, ahisi {|ue la distribution dea 
troupes en cas d’attaque. Get 6tat prouvait 6videmment qu’eu rainon de six 
ouvrages extkienrs k garder, la ganiison iFctait pas assez forte pour ddfeudre avec 
sdret6 le corps de place : elle ne comptait que 4000 combattants, (|U()ique li?s dtats 
de situation prdsentassent un coinplet de 5000 homines ; il y avait 600 Iiomnies 
k Fhdpital, et Fon devait d6dinre lea administrations. 

On avait retire de la place les anciennes troupes, qui furent toutes reinplacdes 
par des 4“^®* bataillons, composds la plupart d’hommes malingres et de coiiscrita, 
n’ayant que pen on point fait la guerre. Vers la fin du siC^ge, il ne restait que 
2900 hommes en 4tat de porter les armes. 

Dans la nuit du 16 au 17, Fennemi commenqa ses travaux contre la lunette 
Picurina, it environ 160 mkrea de cet ouvrage. Sa traachk sYtendait vers la 
Guadiana. La nuit suivante, il perfectionna ses travaux, allongeii ses boyanx, et 
ouvrit line nouvelle trail ch6e lla gauche de la premike, dans la direction de la 
route d’Albuera, embrassant ainsi la lunette Picurina. 

Le 19 au matin, on s’aperqut que Fennemi avait 61evfj une batterie perede de 
4 embrasures sur la hauteur qui domine la lunette Picurina; on jngea dk lors 
que son intention Atait d’attaquer cet ouvrage. A une heure aprbs midi, le gou- 
verneiir ordonna que Fon fit une sortie pour d^truire les travaux de Fennemi. Le 
gdndral de brigade Veiland ddboucha it la t^te d’environ 1200 hommes et 40 
chevaux, chassa Fennemi de sea retranchements, et s’empara de ses outils. La 
cavalerie parvint jusqu’au camp de Fennemi, et sabrales ofiiciers qui s*y trouvaient 
seals, les rdgimeiits dtant aux travaux. L’attaque fut vigoureuse, mais on n’eut 
pas le temps de ddtrnire les tranchees, comme on se I’itait proposd, parce que 
i’ennemi, qui devait s’ attendre ^ une semblable entreprise, se mit de suite en 
mouvement pour reprendre ses ouvrages. La place fit im feu tres-vif d’artillerie 
et de mousqueterie. L’ennemi eut 600 homines tuds ou blessds, et la ffami- 
■'son'273.. ■ ■ , , ' ■, 

Le gouvernenr, ne doutant pas que le siege serait poussd avec vigueur, ordonna 
qu’on travailldt jour et nuit aux travaux de defense dans les parties que Fennemi 
mena^ait, 11 prescrivit de ne tirer chaque jour qu’un nombre cldtermind de coups 
de canon, h moins d’un cas extraordinaire, afin de menager la poudre, dont Fap- 
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provisionnement nexc4dait pas 100,000 Hvres. Pendant les premiers Jcurs d!i 
siege, la consommatioii avail ete tr^s grande, par la necessity de faire iin feti trfe- 
vif sur les ennemis qui travailiaient a d^couvert: on avait tir^ jusqu’k 3200 coups 
de canon dans un jour, tons de gros calibre. 

Le 20, le gouverneur voyant la lunette Picurina menacde d’lme attaque, en 
donna le commandement an colonel Gaspard Thierry, adjoint I Idtat-major, efc 
porta sa garnison ^ 200 hommes en sus des canonniers n^cessaires. Cette lunette 
4tait approvisionnee de projectiles creux et charges, disposes sur les parapets pour 
les faire rouler dans les fos&s au moment de Fattaqiie, et de 200 fusils de rechange, 
afin que cbaqiie homme edt plusieurs coups k tirer. 

Les 21, 22, 23, et 24, l ennemi continua ses travaux. II onvrit plusieurs 
tranch6es et 6leva 4 nouvelles batteries, dont nne menacait le fianc droit de la lu- 
nette Picurina ; ies3 autres avaient pour but d'dteindre les feux de la place depuis 
le chdteau jusqu’au bastion No. 7. Ces battens firent «n feu tr^8*vif d^s qu elles 
furent armies. 

Le 25, les batteries dirigdes contre la lunette Picurina ne cest^rent de tirer ; elles 
mirent hors de combat quelques hommes, et d^truisirent une partie des merlons 
qu’on s’efforqa de idparer avec des ballots de laine. 

Bien que le dommage fait a cette lunette ne fOt pas encore trds-grand, Pennemi y 
donna Passant, li 8 lieures du soir. Son attaque fut tr^s-vive. La garnison se 
battit vaillamment et repoussa les assaillants, qui eurent beaucmip i soulfrir du feu 
roulant que fit Partillerie de la place ; mais quelques moments apr^s ce premier 
assaut, Pennemi en livra mi second, et penetra dans la lunette sans rencontrer 
aucun obstacle. 

Le gouverneur n’a pas et4 content de la defense de cet ouvrage, qui, d’apres la 
maniere dont il avait 6te arm4, pouvait faire beaucoup de mal a Pennemi. Aucune 
des bombes disposdes sur les parapets ne fut lancee ; on ne fit pas usage des 200 fusils 
de rechange qui avaient ete prepares, et les soldats ne furent point mainteiuis a 
leur poste. La garnison fut faite prisonniere, moins 30 hommes et 1 officier du 
raiment de Hesse qui parvinrent a sechapper. 

Le 26, au point du jour, on s’aper^ut que Pennemi avait trac6 2 grandes batteries 
en avant de Picurina, pour baltre en breche la face gauche du bastion 6 et la face 
droite du bastion 7. 

Le vrai point d'attaque etant bien connu, on travailla a faire un retranchement 
en arnere du front menacd, et Pon n’abandonna pas ce travail qivil neffit terming. 
L’ennemi, presumant bien que Ton travaillait sur ce point, ne cessa d’y jeter des 
bonlets creux, dans lesqiiels on trouva jusqu’a 200 balles : ces boulets faisaient 
beaucoup de nial lorsqu’il eektaient au niilieu des travailleiirs, Le gouverneur et 
le g^.neral Veiland se trouvaient au bastion 7 pour examiner les progres de la 
breche du bastion 6, quand un bouiet creux dclata b 4 ou 5 pas d'eux, les blessa, 
ainsi que Paide de camp Desmeuves, mais legerement, et tua 4 travaiileurs. 

Le 27, rennemi fit im feu tres-vif de toutes ses batteries, Laplace, devant 
economiser la poudre, ne pouvait deja plus riposter que faiblement. A la fin de 
ehaque journee, 200 liomnies etaient employes a d£*blayer le pied des breches, mais 
la mitraille de Tennemi faisait beaucoup de mal aiix travaiileurs, ^ Les ouvriers de 
Parsenal etaient employes a faire des chevaux de frise avec d’anciennes lames de 
sabres, dont il se trouvait ime grande quantite dans la place. Ces chevaux de frise 
devaient etre places au sommet des breches au moment de Passant; ils skt- 
tachaient les uns aux autres au moyen d’aimeaux et de chaines de fer, et, une fois 
places, il n'etait plus possible a Pennemi de les enlever: ils furent dTm grand 
effet, et Pennemi dans ses rapports sen plaignit beaucoup. Independamment de 
ces dispositions, le gouverneur fit placer sur les parapets des projectiles creux 
charges, de vieux boulets, des essieux de voitures, et des pieces de bois pour jeter 
dans les fosses au moment de Passant, 

Le 28, on vit arriver plusieurs colonnes de Pennemi, venant d'Eivas. Les troupes 
Anglaises campees sur la Caya avaient aussi qulttd leur position pendant la imit, et 
4taient venues se poster derriere les hauteurs de la rive droite de la Guadiana, en 
face de la tete de pont. 

Le 29 au matin, on s’aper 9 ut que Pennemi avait travailM pendant k nuit a Clever 
line espeee de redoute en avant de la lunette Vexley. Le meme jour, on vint 
rendre compte au gouverneur qiPon entendait travaiiier b peu de distance de la 
tete de pont. Le g^n^ral Philippon donna aussitot Poidre au bataiilon du 9“* 
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Mger, qiii se tronvait en reserve sur la place Saint- Jean, de sortir sans bruit par la 
tite de pent, et de tomber k Timproviste sur les travailleurs ennemis, De lieute- 
nant Diuiamel, aide de camp du gouverneur, s'dtant mis a la t§te de ravaut-garde, 
pdnfitra avec la rapidity de r6clair j usque dans les retrancbemenfcs de rennemi; 
mais ce brave odicier fut victime de sa bravoure; im coup de feu mx’il re^iit dans 
la poitrine 1 e renversa mort. Les travailleurs ennemis se sauvd rent a toutes j ambes 
jusque dans leur camp ; plusieurs qui voulurent se d£‘fendre furent massacres. Les 
r^^serves de rennemi dtant accourues, le bataillon rentra dans la place. 

'Le '4; A vrily lea ' brioches des bastions' 6 et 7 .ppaissaient praticables.' , Le 
gouverneur, voulant s’assurer si on pouvait les gravir facilement avec anneB^ et 
bagages, y envoya quelques sapeurs qui s’ofirirent de bonne volont6, et qui efiec- 
tivement montferent sans difficult^ ; ces breches dtaient assesz: larges pour que 120 
borames pussent y passer de front 

L*assaut gdndral ne devant pas 6tre dloign6, le gouverneur comnianda 8 com- 
pagnies d’elite pour la defense du front d’attaque, etlit porter sur les breches les 
cbevaux de frise k lames de sabres qui avaient 6td pr^pards ; 200 bombes et obus 
charges furent disposes pour ^tre roules dans le fossd au moment de Fassaut ; plus 
de 100 barils foudroyants dtaient aussi places de mani^re k ce qulls pussent causer 
a Fennemi le plus de mal possible, 

Dans la nuit du 4 au 5, Fennemi tira peu. On dtait surpris de sa tranquillity ; 
mais le 5, au point du jour, on s’aperput qiFil avait cbangdla direction de ses em- 
brasures, et bientOt 46 pieces de gros calibre drent feu contre la courtine du front 
6-7 pour y faire une nouvelle brychc. liU muraille fut ddtruite si rapideinent qiFil 
2 beures apr^s midi la nouvelle bri'iche etait aussi praticabie que les deux autresj 
200 liommes pouvaient monter de front k ces trois bryches. 

Cependant le commandant du gdnie, voyant que Fennemi ne faisait aucuue aj>- 
proclie pour faire sauter la contrescarpe, avait eu la pr6caution de faire couper 
toutes les rampes qui auraient pennis a Fennemi de descendre datis les fiyssys. 
Le conseil de defense fut assemble a ce sujet, et il fut rdaolu qu’on placorait 
de suite au pied de la contrescarpe, vis-h.-viB des breches, 2 chapt^lets do 
bombes de 14 pouces pour faire sauter Fennemi au moment oi\ il se jetterait dans 
le fossd, 

Le gouverneur et le gdndral Veiland s’dtant transport's au pied des broches, et 
les ayant trouvees toutes les trois trys-praticables, ne douterent plus que Feurn'rai 
n’y dirigedt uiie grande partie de ses forces. 11s renforcorent alors de 4 com- 
pagnies cFdlite les troupes qui s*y trouvaient, ce qui porta la force de ces troupes 
at 12 compagnies. 

Le 5, Fennemi continua de tirer sur les bryebes afin d*en. rendre les pentea plus 
douces. On devait prdsumer qull tenterait Fassaut dans la nuit. Toutes las 
troupes dtaient k leur poste, animdes du meilleiir esprit. 

Le 6, on vit pen de mouvement dans les camps des Anglais j ila continuyrent 
de tirer comme la veille. La place riposta peu, car il ne lui restait alors que tr^a- 
peu de poudre. A 8 beures du soirj Femiemi commen^a un feu trys- vif de mitraille 
de toutes scs batteries. On pensa qull avait Fintention de livrer Fassaut, et que 
pendant cette canonnade ses colonnes ytaient en mouvement. Tout & coup une 
tr^s-vive fusillade se fit entendre de tous c6tys, L’ennemi se pr’dsenta sur la con- 
trescarpe, vis-k-vis des br^cbes, et se jeta dans le fossy. A ce moment, oniit jouer 
les cbapelets de bombes qui dtaient sous ses pieds et qu’il n’avait point ddeouverts: 
tons ceux qui dtaient dans le fossd furent tuds on blessys. La place rassemblait k 
un volcan. ^ Deux fois Fennemi tenta de gravir les br^cbea, mais deux fois il fut 
repoussd ; il laissa plus de 20G0 bommes dans ce lieu de carnage, 

Le gouverneur dtait sur la place Saint-Jean, k peu pres au centre de la vlile, 
lorsque le cbef de bataillon Eio, de Fartillerie Espagnole, vint lui annoncer que 
Fennemi avait pdndtrd dans le bastion 6. On pouvait croire a im tel rapport 
d’apr^s les cris effroyables qui se faisaient entendre de ce edtd ; mais le gouverneur, 
voulant s*en assurer par lui-meme, s’y porta aussitdt, et eut la satisfaction d’ap- 
prendre que Fennemi, aprds un dernier effort qu^il avait tentd, venait d’etre 
i-epousse. 

La fusillade continuait toujours au cbtoau. Le gouverneur, regardant ce point 
comme le plus fort, avait donnd Fordre aux commandants des bataillons de s*y 
retirer, en cas que Fon ffit fored dans la vilie, afin d’y obtenir une capitulation; 
hii myme y avait envoyd ses bagages, ainsi que ceux des officiers, 11 fut done 
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tr^s-surpris lorsqii’un ofloicie!* Tint lui rendre compte qiie Fennemi en arait escalade 
les nmrailies. te gowemenr eiwoya anssitdt m seconrs du chateau 4 compagnies 
de reserve forts ensemble d^environ 200 hommes; mais ces troupes ne pnrent y 
rentrer ; Fennemi, d^jk maitre d’une partie de ce rdduit, avait ferm6 la porte qui 
se tronve vers le Wstion 9, Le gonvernenr envoya encore centre le chateau 2 
autres compagnies du 88®^®, conduitea par Faide de camp Saint- Vincent. Ces 2 
compagnies arrivkent par Fautre porte du cMteau qui n*4tait point fennee, mais 
elles furent reques par un feu trk&-vif, et perdirent eu peu dinstants leur capi- 
taiiie, et Faide de camp Saint-Vincent fut blessd, ainsi qu’un grand nombre de 
soldats. Par Fefiet d’une meprise malheureuse, les troupes du raiment de Hesse, 
qui ddfendaient le chdteau, avaient pris cette demikre eolonne pour des Anglais: 
les 2 compagnies teent mises en ddroute, et le chkteau ne put dtre secoura. 

La garnison du cMteau dtait assez nombreuse pour rdsister aux attaques de 
Fennemi et Fempdcher de pSndtrer, puisqull n’avait dress6 que 2 ^chelles ; mais 
les soldats du regiment de Hesse, doht elle Itait compofsde, se laiss^rent intiraider, 
abandonnerent leurs pastes, et Fennemi pln^tra par des points oil il ne trouva 
personne. Le colonel Koller s’dtait retird dans les rerranchements du chateau 
avec le peu de monde qu’d avait pu rasserabler ; ie resle fut tu^, biess4, ou fait 
prisonnier. 

Dans ce moment de crise, on vint annoncer an gouvemeur que les bastions 1 et 
2 6taient vivement attaques, II s’y transporta aussitdt: une partie du bataillon 
du 16ger et les administrations qui dtalent reunies sur ce point dreat une 
vigoureuse resistance ; mais les efforts de Fennemi furent si grands qu’il parvint 
a escalader les remparts. Alors 80 dragons et chasseurs qui accompagnaient 
le gouverneur firent une charge sur la place de las Palmas; mais presque tons 
leurs clievaux furent blesses ou tu^s, et il fut impossible d’arreter Fennemi : on 
se battit dans la ville jusqiFk 3^ heures du matin. Ce fut avec beaucoup de 
peine que le gouvemeur, avec une partie de son §tat-major, parvint k traverser ie 
pont, au milieu d^une gr^le de balles, pour se retirer au fort San Cristoval, ou il 
capitula au point du jour, faute de vivres et de munitions. 

Le fort Pardaleras avait 6t6 attaqu6 en mkme temps que la place. Le colonel 
Pineau, qui y oommandait, fit une tres-vigoureuse resistance, et obligea i’ennemi 
de se retirer ; ce colonel m^rite d’etre cite comme extremement brave ; ce ne fut 
que le lendemain qu’il se rendit avec sa garnison. 

Lord Wellington, dans son rapport, dit qu’il avait ordonne la retraite, lorsqu’ii 
s’aperqiit que ses troupes s’etaient emparees du cbdteau. 11 dit avoir perdu pen- 
dant le siege 5000 homines, dont 400 ofiSciers; mais sa perte a 4te reellement 
beaucoup plus considerable, et elle pent etre evaluee de 7000 a 8000 hommes, 
d’aprks les renseignements qui ont ete transmis au gouvemeur en Angleterre par 
les officiers de sante et les officiers restls quelque temps k Badajoz, et emmenes 
ensuite comme prisonniers. 

Le journal du siege se trouve entre les mains du colonel Lamare, commandant 
du g^nie, actueilement prisonnier en Angleterre, et qui a promis de faire tout ce 
qu’il pourrait pour le faire parveriir a Son Excellence le ministre de k guerre. 

No. XXIX. (p. 727.) 

Le Mar^chal Due de Raguse au Marechal Jourdan, Major General de S, BX. Catbolique. 

Caniaal, le 28 laiu, 1812, 

J’ai requ la lettre que S. M. m’a fait Fhonneur de m’6crire le 18 Juin. J'ai eu 
Fhonneur de lui icrire le 22, pour lui faire connaitre ma position. Depuis ce 
temps, elle ne s’est pas amelior^e, attendu qu’ay ant droit de compter sur les secoum 
que m’ayait promis le g4n^ral Caffareiii, y ayant compte en effet, et ne les ay ant 
pas re^us, il en est result^ de fausses operations. Lkssurance que le genlrai 
Caffareiii m’avait donn^e que les troupes 4taient en marche pour me joindre, et k 
suspension du si4ge de Sakraanqueque ma presence avait occasionnie, mkvaieiit 
d4cid5 a suspendre mes operations centre Fennemi. Le 26, dans Faprks-midi, 
ayant 6ti inform^ et par le bruit du canon, et par les signaux de la place, que le 
skge Atait repris avec vigueur, j’ai dfi, vu le p4rii de ce fort, prendre la resolution 
d’agir seul ; et comme, vu k force de la position que Fennemi occupait sur la droite 
de laTormes, je nepouvaisraisonnablement ^ir que par k rive gauche, operation 
qui pour reussir, ne pouvait ktre entreprise que de nuit, j’ai fait mes dispositions 
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pour matclier le 28 au soir. Mallieureuaement, daus la journ^e du 27, im violent 
incendie ayaivt embras^ tousles bdtiments du fort, et la jdace ouverte, la 
garnison s’est trouv4e dans une situation telle qii’idle a d(i se rendre ^ discrC^tion, 
It rinstant ou j’avais I’esp^rance fondee de la cldlivrer, L'op^mtion quo j'aurais 
faite le 27 au soir, je Faurais faite 8 jours plus tdt, sans les proinesses de secours 
dll g6n6 ral GafFarelli ; mais il edt impossible i moi de Hvrer une bataille aussi 
importante pour I’Espagne, avant Farriv^e d’un secours puissant, annmic4 oticielle** 
xnent, et sur lequel j’avaia droit de compter. Malgr^ ce rdsultat ficbeux, le fort 
de Salamanque aura, eii grande partie, rempli son objet, puisqu’il aura retardd de 
10 jours les projets de Fennerai, qui ne vont pas moins qu’d nous cbasser de FEa- 
pagne, et aura donn^ aux autres armies le temps de former leura d^tacbements, 
si elles veulent concourir aiix operations du nord. Le commandant et la garnismi 
se sont converts de gloire par leur vigoureuse resistance, et Fennemi a perdu trois 
fois plus d’hommes que nous n’en avions dans le fort, Enfin, quand nous aurons 
gagn6 line bataille siir les Anglais, nous le r^occuperons facilement, car il parait 
dans un bouleversement tel, qiFil est impossible que Fennemi ie d^fende aujourd’liul 
Lorsque les troupes du g4n6ral Caflarelli m’auront enfin rejoiut, si Fennemi ne 
vient pas sur le Douro, je marclierai sur Salamanque. J’ai besoin de ee secours 
pour combattre Fennemi avec confiance. 11 est aujourd’bui de 12,000 bommes 
plus fort que moi, sans compter les Espagnols. Le general Hill n’a pas rejoint 
Lord Wellington ; mais on annonce son arrivde comme tri^-s-procbaiue. 11 est done 
bien desirable que S. M. envoie les secours par le gCmdral Ireilliard qu’elle m*an* 
nonce, avant Farriv^e du Comte d'Erlon. Les affaires d'Eapagne vont ae decider 
entre la Tonnes et le Douro, on sur le Douro j tout le reste n'est que secondaire, 
Je vais prendre position en avant du Douro, en attendant les moyens d’agir 
oflensivement. 

Le Mar^clial Due de Eaguse au Due de Feltre, Ministre de la Guerre. 

q'udela de Dnero, le 80 Juin, 1812 . 

‘D<^s lo mois de Mai, j’^'tais inform^ que Farmde AngbuHO devait entrer en cani- 
pagne avec des moyens puissants. J'en rendis compte au lioi, afm qu’il put 
ordonner les dispositions qii'ii croirait convenables, et j’en prdvins %alement lo 
general Caffarelli, pour qu’ii put so mettre en mesure do uFonvoyer des secours 
lorsque le moment serait arriv<^. 

‘L’extrSme difficult^ des subsistances, rimpossibilit6 de faire vlvre d cotto 
6poque les troupes rassembl^es, iiFemp^cherent d’avoir plus de 8 ii 9 bataillons a 
Salamanque, maisle reste de Farmee dtait assez prtla pour venir me joindro on pou 
de jours. 

* Le 12 Juin, Fennemi passa FAgueda. J’en fus instruit, le 14 au matin, et 
.Fordre de rassemblement fut donn6 aux troupes. Le IG, Farmde Anglaise arriva 
dev ant Salamanque. Dans la imit du 16 au 17, j’dvacuai cette vale, laissant 
toutefois iwe garnison dans les forts que j’avais fait constniire, et qui, par Fox» 
treme activity qu on avait mise k ex^cuter les travaux, se trouvaient en {Uat de 
defense. Je me portai 6 lieues de Salamanque, oi\, ayant rfmni 5 divisions, je 
me rapprochai de cette ville. Je ebassai devant moi les avant-postes Anglais, et 
je formal Farm6e ennemie k montrer quelle attitude elle comptait prendre : elle 
parut resolue d combattre dans la forte position que prfisente le beau plateau de 
San Cristoval Le reste de Famine m’ayant rejoint, je manamvrai autour de cette 
position ; mais j ’acquis la certitude quo partout elle nous pr4sentait dea obstacles 
dificiles k vaincre, et qii’il valait mieux forcer Fennemi k venir sur un autre 
ebarap de bataille, que d’engagev une action avec lui sur un terrain qui hu don- 
nait trop d’avantages. D’ailleurs, divers motifs me faisaient dC'sirer de trainer les 
operations en longueur, car je venais de recevoir une lettre du gdndral Caffarelli 
qui m'annon^ait qu’ii rdunissait ses troupes, et qu’ii allait marcher pour me se- 
courir, tandis que ma presence avait fait suspendre lesi4ge dufortde Salamanque. 
Les cboses rest^rent dans cet ^tat pendant quelques jours et les armees en pre- 
sence, lorsque le si4ge du fort de Salamanque recommem^a avec vigueur. Le pen 
de distance qu’ii y avj^it entre ce fort et Fannie Fra« 9 aise, et Feraploi de sigmmx 
convenus, me permettaient ebaque jour d'Mre inform6 de la situation de k place. 
Ceux du 2G au 27 mknnonc^rent que la garnison pouvait teiiir encore 5 jours ; 
d^s lors je me d^cidai a ex6cuter le passage de la i'ormes et k agir par la rive 
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gawche, Le fort d’ Alba, qne favais conserve, me donnait an passage siir cette 
rijiere, une nouvelle Hgne d’operatioiis, et un point de d^pdt important. Je lis des 
dispositions pour ex^cuter ce passage dans la nuit du 28 iin 29, 

‘ Dans la nuit dn 27, le feu redoubla d’intensitd, et I’ennemi, fatigii6 d’lme re- 
sistance qui iui paraissait exagdrde, tira a boulets rouges sur les ettiblissements dii 
fort. Malheureusement les m^asins renferinaient ime grande qiiaaiite de h(ds 
de ddmoiition; ils s’endammdrent, et en peu d’instants le fort devint ie foyer d'un 
vaste incendie, lifiit impossible & la brave garnison qui le ddfendait de supporter 
tout b. la fois les attaques de i’ennemi et rincendie qui ddtruisait ses defenses, ses 
magasins, et ses vivres, et mettait les soldats eux-mdmes dans la situation la plus 
epouvan table ; elle dut done se rendre k discretion, apibs avoir eu la gloire de re- 
pousser deux assauts et de faire perdre h, rennemi au delb, de 1300 lioinmes, e’est- 
b-dire plus du double des d^fenseurs. 

‘ Get evdnement se passa le 27 b. midi, L’ennemi n’ayant plus d’objet dans son 
operation au delb de la Tormes, et tout m'indiquant qu’il dtait sage d'attendre les 
renforts de Farinde du Nord qtii m’avaient dtd annonc^ d’une maniere fonnelle, 
je me ddcidai d me rapprocher du Douro pour passer cette rivi&re avec Tarmee, si 
I’ennemi marebait b nous, ety reprendre une bonne ligne de defense jusqif a ce 
que le moment de roffensive mt venu. Le 28, 1’armde partit et prit position sur 
la Guarena, et le 29 sur le Trabancos, ob elle s^jourria. L’^ennemi ayant suivi le 
mouvement avec toutes ses forces, Farmde prit position sur la Zapardibre, et, le 2, 
elle passa le Douro b Tordesiilas, lieu que j’avais choisi pour le pivot de mes ope- 
rations, et oule fleuve m’oifrait une excellente ligne.* 

I-e Marechal Due de Raguse b S. M. le Roi d’Espagne. Rueda, le 1 Jtiillet, 1812, 

J’ai rbonneur d’adresser b V. M, les duplicata d’une lettre que j’ai eu rhonneur 
de lui 4crire, et d’une lettre que j'ai adressee au Marecbal Jourdan. 

La prise du fort de Salamanque cliangeant ma position etcelle derennemi sur la 
Tormes, je me suis mis en marche le28 Juinau matin pour aller au-devant do mes 
renforts. L’ennemi avait prepard son mouvement; il m’a suivi imrnidiatement, 
sans cependant qu’il y ait eu autre chose que des engagements d’avant-postes, 
J’ai pris ma ligne d’opdrations par Tordesiilas, parce que e’est la ligne la plus 
courte, et j’ai conduit anjourd’hui Tarmde ici, apres avoir ddtachd une division sur 
le bas Douro, afin de defendre cette riviere ei de me coiivrir des moiivements d« 
corps Portugais de Silveira qui, a ce qu’ou assure, a passe TEsla et est devant 
Zamora. Demain je rapprocherai I’armde de Tordesiilas, C'est de ce point que 
je manoeuvrerai pour ddfendre le Douro, ouque je prendrai roffensive lorsqiie des 
renforts m’auront joint. 11 me faut absolument 1500 chevaux et 6000 ou 7000 
hornmes d'infanterie de plus, pour pouvoir opdrer sur la rive gauche .du Doiiro 
avec la probability du success. L’arraee enneinie a en ligne prds de 50,000 hornmes, 
dont 5000 de cavalerie Anglaise, quoique le general Hill ne Fait pas rejoint : ii est 
vrai que celui-ci n*a pas plus de 8000 hornmes. Je iFai pas pu ryunir plus de 
32,000 bom mes. Le general Caffirelll m’annonce, ie 10 Jiiin, qu’il me conduit 
tout ce qu’il a do disponible, e’est-a-dire, la ca ''alerie, 22 bouches a feu, et 7500 
hornmes d’infanterie. Le 28 au soir, il iFy avait d’arrive a Valladolid, ni im soldat 
d’infanterie, ni un soldat de cavalerie, ni une bouche h feu. Cependant, all pent 
avoir quelque excuse Idgitime pour n’avoir point envoy e d’infanterie, il n’en pent 
avoir pour sa cavalerie, qui ne pent lui servir dans les montagnes, et pour son artii- 
lerie qui est stationnye a Burgos sans lui ytre d'aucun usage. 

Les rapports annoncent que les Portugais out passy FEsla, ainsi que j’ai eu 
Fhonneur de le dire plus haut#a V. M. On m’assure aussi que Farmye de Galice 
a passy FOrbigo et qu’Astorga est bloquy. Malgry la prysence de Fennemi de Ions 
les cdtys, je suis sans inquiytude pour Faveniretconiiantdansunrysultat glorieiix, 
si je re^ois le renfort que j’ai demandy, et qui consiste en 1500 chevaux, 6000 ou 
7000 hornmes d’infanterie, et quelques bouches b feu. ^ J’ose done supplier V. M., 
si elle pent m’envoyer sa cavalerie duTage, de le faire dans cette circonstance. 
J’ai postd de pryfyrence la masse de mes forces sur le haut Douro, parce que, si je 
suis rdduit pendant quelque temps a ddfendre Ie Douro, je ne cours aucuii risque 
de voir compromettre ma ligne d’opyrations, et parce que cette rivibre est pen de 
chose en cette partie; tandis que, plus forte au-dessoua, elle est rendu encore 
meiileure pour la defense, par les forts qui existent* J’espere que dans 8 jours au 
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plus tard, apr^s avoir regu les renforts qui me sent BC*cessaires, les projets de Pen- 
nemi seront 4vanouis, et que je serai rentrd h. Salamanque, Si je ne recois aucun 
secours, ie pourrai combattre les dvdnements, main ii me sera impossible de les 
mattriser, 

N 0 .XXIIL (p.768.) 

Decreto de 25^ de Jmlio de 1813. 

Las Cdrtes generaleS' y e^^traordinarias, {inombre de la nacioii^Espiifitda, en tes-. 
timoBio de su mas sincera gratitiid, decretan: Se adjudica a.1 Dtupie da Ciudad 
Eodrigo para si, sus beredores y sucesores, el sitio y posesiou Real, ccuunddo an la 
vega de Cranada, por ei Soto de Moma^ con iuchtsioui del terreuo Ilamado de Im 
ChaticMuaSy Xiue si halla situado dentro el inismo tdrmiuo del Soto para que si 
bayan y desfmten con aseglo k la Constitucion y d las leyea. Lo^ tendril enten- 
dido la Eegencia del Reino para su cumplimiento, y lo hara publicar. Dado en 
Cadiz £L 22 de Julio de 1813. Josef dntonio Soniblelaf Preaideute ; Manuel 
Oor^awes, Beputado Secretario; de Deputado Secretario. Ala 

Eegepcia del Eeino, Eeg. lib. 2, fob 222. 

Decreto de 7 de Agosto de 1812. 

Las C6rtes generales y extraordin arias, intimamentc reeonocidns d los repetidos 
eminentes servicios que el Lord Wellington, Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo, ba Inudio 
eri favor de nuestra causa santa, y deseando dar un mievo le.stimonio dt*} nlto 
aprecio que mcrecen d la nacion susgloriosas acciones, senaladanu‘nt<‘ la iiuportanto 
victoria que con el valiente exercito Jiliado de su mando acaba dt‘ cunstHpiir en 
los campos de Salamanca, en el dia 22 de Julio proximo, aobre las tropaseuemigns 
del Mariscal Mannont, ban tenido d bien, confonndndose con la propuesta de la 
Eegencia del lieino, conceder, como por el presente conoedon al Lord Wellington, 
Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo, la decoracion de la insigne ordiui del 'roistju de Oro. 
Lo tendrd eiiteudido la Eegencia del Reino para an ciHupUuueut.o, y le hard im- 
primir y publicar. Dado en Cadiz d 7 de Agosto, de LSM2. Felipe rastptes^ Fre* 
sidente ; Manuel deLlano^ Deputado Secretario; Juan yicario (Julleyo, De])utado 
Secretario. A la Eegencia del Eeino, Eeg. lib. 2, foL 30. 

Orden. 

Las Cdrtes generales y extraordinariaa, condesciendiendo con los justos deseos 
del Ayimtamiento de Salamanca, se ban servido conceder au soherano permiso 
para que se coloque en la plaza mayor de aquella ciudad el busto del Lord Diupie 
de Ciudad Rodrigo, con mm inscripcion Latiim que per|>etue la memoria de la 
celebre batalla de 22 de Julio ultimo, segiui lo ba solicitado diclu) Ayuntainiento 
€11 papel de 29 del mismo. De ordeu de S. M. lo conmumicamos a V. K. por 
intelligencia de S. A. y de mas efectos convenientes, Dios guarde V, K. muchos 
anos. Cadiz, 17 de Agosto de 1812. Manuel de JJano^ Deputiulo Secretario; 
Juan Bernardo 0. (javan, Deputado Secretario. S’"* Secretario del despacho de 
Gracia y Justicia. 

Le Roi d’Espagne au Due de Feltre, Ministre dela Guerre. Madrid, le 18 Juillet, 1812. 

M. le Due, je vieus de recevoir la nouvelle que la division Palombini se rend 
aux ordres queje Ini ai donnds. J’attends avec impatience son arrivde pour me 
porter au secours de I’armde de Portugal. 

^ J’ai donne Fordre aux troupes de Tarrade d' Aragon, qui se trouvent dans la pro- 
vince de Cuenca, de me joindre ; mais jusqu’ici je ne puis encore me flatter de les 
voir arriver. Toiitefois j e partiral sans elies dds que la division I talienne sera 
arrivde. Le peu de troupes de Farmee du Centre est rduni aux environs de Madrid. 
La cavalerie doit ^tre demain % Naval Carnero. Toutes les provinces du centre 
sent dvacudes, et rn^rne les positions de Somosierra, de Biiytrago, etc. Je iFeusse 
pas etd rdduit ^ ces fdebeuses extremitds, si le gdndral en chef de Farinde dn Nord 
eflt obdi aux ordres queje lui ai donnds si souvent, de secourir k tout prix Farnide 
de Portugal, en abaiulonnant momentandment les points qui exigent des garnisons, 
comme je viens de le faire. Je vous le repute, M. le Due. siFEmpereurne trouve 
pas le moyen de faire que les gdndraux des armdes du Nord, d' Aragon, et du Midi 
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m’obeisseiit, FEspagne est perdue, et avec elle I’arm^e Fraii^mse. Je vous Fai 
d^jk mand4, etje le rdp^te encore, parce qua les circonstancei devieiment tons lei 
jours plus graves, que les gdn^raux qui ne pensent qu’k leurs provinces, et non li 
i’ensemble des operations, soient destitues de tout commandement, pour Fexetupie 
de leurs successeurs ; qu’ils ne puissent avoir d’autres instructions que eelle de 
m’obeir j ou que fEmpereur ne me Oondamne pas k ^tre le tdmoin impiiissant du 
deshoiineur de ses armes et de la perte de ce pays. Je eonfirme done tout ce que 
je vous ai dejk ecrit par ma lettre d'hier k ce aujet 

Le iMarechal Due de Bagusc &, S. M. le Roi d'Espagne. Arevalo, le ^5 Juillet, 1812. 

J’ai Fbomieur de rendre compte k ¥. M. des dvdnements qui se sent passds 
jusqiFk moil arrivee sur le Douro, et des motifs qui m’y avaient amen^. Ayant 
augmente mon artillerie et ma cavalerie, et ia division du gdndral Bonet m^ayant 
rejoint, je me suis mis en devoir de reprendre Foiensive. Le 17 de ce mois,apr^s 
avoir manoeuvre pendant 4 ou 5 jours par ma droite dans la direction de Toro, 
pour donner le cliange k rennemi, j’ai ddbouchd par le pout de Tordesillas, et je 
suis arrive sans difficultd sur le plateau de Rueda. Le mime jour, Farmee a 
couche a Nava del Rey. Le 18, ay ant aurpris Favant-garde de I’ennemi k Torre- 
cilla de la Orden, je Fai poussde avec vigueur, et forede de faire ime retraite a 
plus de 3 iieues, avec beaucoup de prdcipitation etle plus grand ‘ danger, constam- 
ment sous mon canon. Ce jour-lk j’arrivai sur les bords de la Guarena, oil 
Fennemi prit position. La force de cette position m'ayant empeclid de I'attaquer, 
je manoeuvrai pour etfectuer le passage de cette rividre, qui eut lieu le 20. 
L’ennemi, qui m’avait suivi dans mon mouvement, cbercha k s’emparer des pla- 
teaux qui faisaient la surete de mon opdration ; mais il ne pul rdussir, et nous 
manoeuvrdmes coiistamment sous le canon Fun de Fautre. Ce genre d’opdrations 
estle seul qui convient avec les Anglais, qui ont un talent particulier pour prendre 
position, et qu’il faut contrarier autant que possible, en empdcliant, avaiit ae com- 
battre, qu’ils puissent s’y dtablir. Le 20, Fennemi s’est portd sur la forte position 
de San Cristoval en avant de Salamaiique. Le 21, j’effectuai le passage de la 
Tormes, aprds m’dtre empard du poste d’Alba, L’armde se pla<^a entre Alba de 
Tormes et Salamanque k la tdte des bois. Dans lanuit du 21 au 22, Farmde 
Anglaise passa la Tormes et prit position en face de moi, k S quarts de Heue de 
distance, J’allai la reconnaitre k la pointe du jour, et je passai la matinde k faire 
des dispositions, d’abord dans Fobjet d’une bonne defensive, et ensuite dans celui 
d’attaquer, si les circonstances m’en faisaient esperer des avantages, Apres les 
dispositions que j’avais prises, tout semblait prdsager les ebances les plus favo- 
rabies. Je crus ndeessaire de faire occuper a notre gauche un plateau qui coni'- 
pletait notre ddfensive, et qui en mdme temps devait etre trds utile dans le cas ok 
nous agirions en offensive, k laquelie j’dtais presque ddcide. Je fis occuper ce 
plateau par la 5™* division et la reserve d’artillerie k cheval, avec ordre forme! de 
ne pas se porter au delk. Comme il dtait possible que Fennemi, nous croyant 
maitres de ce plateau, se deciddt k Fattaquer avant que j’eusse le temps de reunir 
tous nos moyens, j’ordonnai k deux divisions de se rapproclier pour etre en mesure 
d’y souteriir la 5“®. Le gendral Maucune ebassa le ddtachement Anglais qui 
occupait les hauteurs, et le culbuta. Jusque-lk nous n’avions eu que des succis, 
et tout annoncait qu’ils seraient complets. Je jugeai qu’il fallait promptement 
porter de nouvelles troupes pour agir avec vigueur sur le point ok se trouvait le 
gdndral Maucune, et empecher que Fennemi, qiu rdiinissait ses forces, ne lui tint 
tdte. Je rassemblai sur-le-cbamp toutes celles qui dtaieut k ma portde, et je 
m’occupais de les conduire et de prendre le commandement de cette partie de la 
ligne, lorsque, par uiie cruelle fatallte, et au moment ok ma presence etait le plus 
necessaire, un coup de canon k mitraille me ren versa en me fracassaiit le bras 
droit, et me faisant deux larges blessures dans le ckte, ce qui me mit hors d’etat 
de garder le commandement. L’anarchie qui succeda k cet accident empecha de 
suivre les mesures que j’avais ordonnees (ce qui contribua k la proloiiger, e’est que 
le gen4*al Bonet, k qui revenait le commandement comme ie plus ancien general 
de division, fut dgalement blessd peu d’mstants apres moi),^de maniere que le 
general Maucune, aprks atmir eu de fort beaux succks, accable par le nombre des 
ennemis, fut oblige de se retirer. Les trou|>es qui arrivment k son secours iFayant 
pas d’ensemble, lurent aussi contraintes de se retirer, apres avoir iait des prodiges 
de valeur. Enfin, Sire, apres 3 beures de combat, les troupes abandonnerent ie 
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champ de bataille. Le g^n^ral Glausel, cjui communde ranndc, a cm ncccssaim 
de TcpaBser la Tormes, et doit prendre position sur la rive droite du Douro. L’ctat 
dans teqnel je me trouve me force h ne rendre quhin (‘omptc' ircH-succinct a V. M. ; 
lorsquo je le ponrrai, j’aurai Fhonneur d*entrer dans <lc plus hmgs <iciails avc<* cih* 
sur cet evdnement, qui retrace avec une rare dnergie I(‘h caprices (1(‘ la forlum^ ct 
Fdehange des espdrances les plus iiatteuses contra las fuits les plus (ristes. i/urm<‘<> 
a h regfetter la perte de bon nombre d'offieiers do tons gnules. Lcs gemanux 
Ferey, Thomidres, et Deswaviers ont pdri ; le general Bouct a m la (‘iiis.s<‘ pcn*cc 
d’une balle ; le gdndral Maine a dtd blesstV aiiisi qua le geucrul (.Uauscl, mais la 
blessure de c© dernier est Idghre. On dvalue pur apenpi notre ])erte a pivs d(j 
5000 bommes* Celle des Anglais doit etre inmument pins forte j il ditUi'ile 
d’exprimer le mal que leur a fait notre artillerie. 

Ije Bug de Feltre, Mimsfre de la Guerre, au Mar6chal Due dt Hagiise. 

Paris, le 14 Novembre, 1812. 

Lorsque, le 18 AoOt dernier, j'eus Thonneur de rdpondre aux leltres que V. E. 
m’avait adressdes par son aide de camp, M. Fabvier, pour me donner les ddtails 
relatifs A la bataille du 22 Jiiillet, j’eus soin de voiis prdvenirqne c^eralt a FEmpe- 
reur qivil appartenait de juger tout ce qui dtait relatif il cette afFaire, stir l:epicile 
je lui avais trausmis tout ce que vous m’aviez adresa6» S. M., eu me i*d])midHnt, 
m'a fait comuiitre sa manidre de voir et de juger les clioses, et nfa or<loniic h c(.‘tte 
occasion de vous proposer diff&rentes questions, auxquellcH FEmpereur cxige de 
votre part une vdponse catdgorique. Si tardc juscpfii present de vous udrcsHcr 
ces questions, c^dtait pour attendre votre rdtablissenunit, et me cenfonner vn ccei 
aux intentions de S. M. L ; nmintenaut je n’ai phwqiFii m’ucquitter du dt'voir <pie 
ses ordres m*out impost euvers vous. 

L*Empereui% duns Fexamen qu’il a fait de vos operations, est parti d’\iii priucipe 
que vous ne pouvez m^connaitre ; e’est que vous devez: couHidertT Roi eonune 
votre g^ntinil en chef, et que vos mouvements dtant sulxn-donnds au Hvst&iue gdncral 
adoptd par S. M. C., vous deviez toujours prendre ses ordr(‘s, avunt (Feutnqjrcuulrc 
des operations qui sortaient de cc systemc. Place |)ar un<^ suite de dispcisitiouH 
gdn drains h Salamanque, il dtait tout siiHiple de vous y defendn^ si vous eti(»'/. at- 
taqud, mais vous ne pouvlez vous dloigner de plusieurs marciu's d(' <‘e ])olut, suns eu 
prdvenir votre gdneral m chef. Je ne ])uis vous dissimuler, M. le Marechul, <pm 
FEmpereur envisage votre maniere d’agir dans le eas indi(jud, comme um‘ insubordi- 
nation formelle, et une ddsobdissance h ses ordres. Cependuut vous avt*z fail plus 
encore : vous etes sorti de votre ddfensive sur le Douro, ou vous pouvicz e^r<^ 
secouru par dcs renforts de Madrid, pour prendre Fodeusive sur F<‘imemi, sans 
attendre les ordres du Roi, ni les secours qu*il dtait k memo dc; vous etivoycr. !Saus 
doute, vous avez pense qu’ils vous etaient irmtiies ; et Ih^spcrauoe (Fun su(‘ccs (pie 
vous avez cru pouvoir obtenir seal, vous a entraimS \i agirsans attemdre des r<mforts, 
dont la proximit(S du Roi vous dormait la certitude. Mais ckvst jirtk'isdnumt ce ([ue 
FEmpereur condamne, puisque vous vous dtes permis de iivrt.T bataille suns y clr<^ 
autorisd, et que vous avez compromis par Ik la gloire des armes Fruu(;!ais(‘s et hi 
service dePEmpereur^ tiu moins, en vous d(^cidant k courir Rs chanc(*s (Fun 
combat, vous aviez fait ce qui ddpendait de vous pour en tissurer le stieces, ou 
pourrait supposer cjue vous avez cramt de kisser (Sdiapper une occasion favorulile ; 
mais, par une precipitation que rien nkxplique, vous n’avez pas meme voulu attendre 
le seeours de la cavalerie de Farmde du Nord, qui vous (^tait si important, et dont 
vous diez certain, en retardant la bataille de deux jours seulement. Cette con- 
duite, si difficile k concevoir, a fait dkutant plus d*impression sur FEmpereur, (|ue 
S, M. a vainement cherehd dans votre rapport les motifs qui vous ont fait agir. 
Elle n’y a rien trony(S qui lui ait fait connattre F5tat r^el des.choses; et, comuui 
elle vent 8tre (iclairee k cet dgard, elle exige de vous une rdponse pr(icise et cate- 
gorique aux questions suivantes : 

Ppurquoi iFavez-vous pas instruit le Eoi que vous aviez dvaciui Sakmanque de 
plusieurs marches, et demanded ses ordres sur le parti que vous aviez k suivre V 

Pourquoi 6tes-vQus sorti de votre defensive sur le Douro, et avez-vous paasd de 
la ddibnsive k Fotfensi ve, sans attendre les renforts que vous avicz demandes ? 

Pow(^uoi vous te-vous permis de livrer bataille sans Ford re de votre gem^raJ 
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Enfin, poErquoi n’avez-vous pas^ au moins retarde de deux jours, pour aToir le 
seeours de la cavaierio que vous saviez en marche ? 

^ Je vous invite, M. le Marechal, k m’adresser le plus tot quo voiis ixuirrez, une 
reponse ^ ces questions, que je puisse mettre sous les yeux de I'EnnMireur. Je 
desire vivement qidelle soit de nature k le satisfaire, et qVelle lui donne des expli- 
cations dont il a besoin, pour diminuer Fimpression jxSnible quo les evenemeiits ont 
dii neeessairement produire sur son esprit. 

Le Roi d'Espagne ati Mar^chal Due de Dalmatic. S^govie, le 29 Juillet, 1812. 

M. le Mareehal, Ma lettre du 6 de ce mois vous a appris que Fannee de Portuiral 
s’dtait retiree le 1®' sur la rive droite du Douro, et que Farmee etait en presetut* 
sur la rive gauche. Les secours que j’avais demandds h. I’annce <iu Ntml n’arri- 
vaient pas, et j’etais en meme temps tres-inquiet dcs niouvements du general liill, 
qui, n’ayant devant lui, le 3 de ce mois, que 11,000 homnies, du corps du C!omte 
d’Erlon, pouvait facilement laire un detachement de 1 8, 0(K) k 20,000 hoiii tries ssir 
Madrid. 

Dans des conjonctures aussi difficiies, je vous ai present, ie 7 de ce mois, do 
porter un corps de 10,000 hommes sur Toidde, et j^ai donud en meme temps des 
ordres pour reunir les trou|>es de Farmde du Centre, en ne conservant de garnisons 
qu’a Madrid et k Tolede. 

Aussitot que cette reunion fut opdrde, je partis le 21 de ce mois de Madrid, avec 
14,000 hommes, dans le dessein de iaciliter k i’armee de Portugal le |>assage du 
Douro, et de me joindre ensuite k elle pour tenter le sort d’une affaire decisive. 

Mats M. le Mareehal Marmont s’etait dejk determine k passer ce fleuve le 18, 
et j’appris son mouvement k Viliacastin, le 24. Je dirigeai ma marche d’apres 
cette connaissance, dans Fespoir de joindre Farmde de Portugal avant qu’elle en 
vint k un engagement general. 

Malheureusement il etait trop tard ; M. le Mareehal Marmont, suivant Farmee 
Anglaise, qui s’ etait repliee vers Salamanque, avait passe la Tormes, pour sc |>ortCT 
sur les derrieres de Fennemi, et Favait force k combattre. L’affaire aeu lieu le 22. 
M. le Mareehal Marmont y fut blesse, et oblige de remettre le eommandement 
au giSn^ral Clausel. Plusieurs generaux furent tues ou blesses, et Farmc^e repassa 
la Tormes, apres avoir beaucoup souifert. 

Ces details me furent donnes par mie lettre de M. le Mareehal Marmont, qui 
ra’est parvenue, le 25, k Blasco Sancho, ou je m’etais avanc^, comptant op<?rer le 
lendemain ma jonction. J’en requs en mSme temps une de M. le general Clausel, 
beaueoup plus alarmante, et d’apr^s laqueile je ne pouvais plus douter gue rarmee 
de Portugal, se jugeant hors cTetat de reprendre V offensive, tC avail (F autre parti 
d prendre que de repasser le Douro, pour attemdre Valladolid avant les Anglais ; 
le general Clausel ajoutait, qtdil ne resterait sur le Douro que dms le cas ou Lord 
Wellington marcherait sur Madrid. 

En effet, Farmee se retira le 25 k Olmedo ; je n’eus alors autre chose k faire, en 
me rapprochant k petites joumees de Madrid, que de ehercher, par les mouvemenls 
de ma cavalerie, k ralentir la poursuite de I’ennemi, et j’y reussis en attirant sur 
moi un corps de 20,000 hommes, qui s’avanqa, par la route de Viliacastin, jusqu’au 
pont de la Boltoya. 

Cependant de nouvelles lettres de M. le Mar(?chal Due de Raguse, et de M, le 
general Clausel, me d6eiderent k me porter sur Segovie. ^ L’un et Fautre m’ecri- 
vaient que la poursuite de I’ennemi etait moins vive; qu’ils d&iraient pouvoir se 
reunir k moi, et j’ai cru devoir, par ce mouvement, leur en faciliter les moyens au- 
tant qu’il dependait de moi ; mais je ne sais encore si cette jonction fKiurra s’opcriT, 
mon intention positive etant de ne compromettre dans aucun cas mes communica- 
tions avec Madrid et avec FAndalousie, et ne sachant point non plus si le genemi 
Clausel voudra renoncer k la defense du nord jxiur venir me Joindre. 

Les Anglais sont aiijourd’hui k Olmedo, et j’ignore k quel parti le g^n#ai 
Clausel se sera arrStd. 

En attendant, je ne perds pas un instant a vous instruire de Fetat actuel des 
choses, et k vous donner Fordre formal d’evaeuer FAndalousie pour vous prter, 
avec toutes vos forces, sur Tolede. C’est le seul moyen de retablir les affaires, et 
les details dans lesquels je suis entre sur les evenements qui viennent d’avoir lieu, 
vous convaincront aisement que e’est Funiqiie ressouree qui nous reste. 
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Le g^n^ral Clausel, commandant Farmie de Portugal, an Due de Feltre, Minisire do la 
'■ . 'Ouerre. '' • : Valladolid, le 18 Aodt, 1812. 

J*ai rapprociid du Douro tonte Farmde.^ Les diffieultds pour Vy fairo stil>«ister 
sont presque msurmontables ; tons les habitants sont^en fuite, et les nombreuses 
bandes de guerrillas les dloignent par la force, Ainsi, Ic cultivatcMir, d^abord 
assassind par nos soldats, est puni, incarcdrd, ddportd par les giiorrillas, sll reste 
dans le Toisinage de Farmde Fran^aise. II eii resulte quo Fanuec est obligee 
d*alkr faire ses vivres devant Fennemi, et qiFelle manque toujours de tout ; quo, 
par consequent, tout mouvement devient impossible. N<)tro position uu miliem de 
la Castille est parfaitement semblable h celle oh nous nous sommes trouves mi For-, 
tugal, position qui y causa notre mine, Je suis cependunt parvenu si arrepT les 
premiers ddsordres. Plus de 50 soldats ont dtd jugds prdvdtalement ct. (\y‘eutes : 
Fexemple a produit un bon eifet, Les officiers, mdme les odi(‘i(Ts supdrieui's, so 
sont convaincus par Fexpdrience que les punitions les attcindraient aussi, s’ils 
n’arr^taient et ne punissaient eux-mdmes les ddsordres ydils ont toldres, et qui ont 
produit un esprit abominable dans Famide, Depuis, jui eu la satisfaction de voir 
i’armde marcher en bon ordre, les habitants et leurs maisons respeetds, ct beaucoup 
meins de pillage qu^auparavant. 

L’armde a 20,000 hommes d’infanterie, 1800 chevaux, 50 bouches h, feu, 
et 1,500,000 de cartouches d’infanterie. djcspdre qiFil nous reviendra 4000 ou 
5000 maraudeurs, qui ont suivi vers Burgos et Vitoria le convoi (FAndulousie, 
assassinant et pillant partout, et voulant skn aller en France. Ooimuc Fanndo 
nkst pas assez forte et assez Men remise pour la ])ortcr sur«le«(duiTnp sur la rive 
gauche du Douro et dans la direction de Madrid; (]ue j(^ suis pn‘ssc (!c ravitailh'r 
Astorga ct Zamora; qull n’y a aucun danger h fain^ un dctacduniumt pour sauver 
les garnisons de ces places, je ddtache 2 divisions pour cette operation. Je sais 
que Farmde de Gal ice regagno avee pr&ipitation ses montagncH; j*t\Mp6r(Mju'ou 
arrivera k temps k Astorga, dont la garnison ae trouve sans vivrea depuis f|iuu<jues 
jours. Les divisions que je ddtache seront rentrdes I<^ 2(> au jdus turd, et par coii- 
sdquent avant que celles que Fennemi pourrait renvoyer de Ma<lrid snr hi Douro 
soient k portde de Valladolid. A cette dpoque, hi lloi aura suns doute i<'s 
secours qu’il attend des armdes du Midi et d^Aragou. J(‘ mii nudtrai k inenui <h,i 
siiivre les mouvementa de Fennemi et do mo rdunir au Hoi, lors< pie lea armdes 
entreront en opdration ; ou de me placer sur les derrierea tk» Funnde Anglaiae dans 
les montagnos d’ Avila, si je vois cette armde suivie de jinXs pur Furmee du Hoi, <it 
que je ne sois pas exposd k dtre engagd seul avoc les fureea rduuiiss de Fmmmni, 
Si Farmde Anglaisc ne qiiitto Madrid qiFh rapjiroclui des armdes du lioi, ii esi h 
croire que le gdndral Wellington prendra alors sa direction jiar Avila, W. Val 
d’ Ambles, le Puerto de Villatoro, Fieihahita, et Puente tie! Congoslo. 8i etda tist 
ainsi, j'espdre faire dprouver des pertes h Fennemi avant qiFil repaaae la Vorim's. 
Si Iknncmi revient avee toute son armde vers moi, je me litmtirai tm position, 
qnoiquc toqjours h, peu de distance de lui, afin de iFavoir aucun dtdicti h dprouver. 
Votre Excellence pent Stre persuadde quo je ne ndgligcrai rien, ptmdant le ttnups 
que durera mqn commandement, pour ramener I’ordre dans Fanude, t‘t la nudlrt*, 
le plus tot possible en dtat do edmbattre ; mais j'avoue quo e’est une tatrlie un-<h‘ssus 
de mes forces, et blen difficile m5me pour ceux qui ont uno grande habitude dans 
le commandement des armdes. 

^ II est probable que les Anglais sont entrds h Madrid Ic 12. On nipporte quo 
Sa Majeste avait fait ses dispositions pour sortir de la capitalo. 11 y a pres du 
Doui’o un corps de 10,000 hommes, Anglais et Fortugais, en observation, souleims 
par d’autres troupes pres du Guadarrama. Je ne compte pas les bandt^s de guerrillas 
qu’ils ont a leur disposition. 1200 hommes de cavaferie Anglaisc sonr sur le 
Douro. Le gdndral Anson, qui les commando, a son quartier gdndral a Tudela. 
Je vais le faire repasser sur la rive gauche du Douro. 
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